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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In  presenting  to  the  public  this  new,  and  it  is  hoped  cobbso- 
TSD  AND  DfpRovED,  edition  of  the  Political  Histobt  of  the 
State,  I  seize  with  great  pleasure  the  occasion  to  express  my 
grateful  and  cordial  thanks  for  the  Ifberal  and  kind  manner  with 
which  my  labors  have  been  receired.  To  the  newspaper  press, 
of  both  political  parties,  without  a  single  exception,  I  beg  leave  to 
acknowledge  my  deep  and'lasttng  obligation. 

Several  errors  which,  in  the  haste  with  which  the  work  was 
put  to  press,  escaped  my  notice,  sCre  now  corrected  ; — and  hav- 
ing lately  been  favored  with  some  valuable  notes  from  thb  Hon. 
Erastus  Root,  I  have  now  the  satis£aiCtion  of  presenting  ihem  to 
the  reader. 

The  bng  political  life  of  Gen.  Root,  his  intimate  acquaintance  . 
with  the  contests  between  the  various  parties  which  have  existed 
for  the  last  half  century,  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  promi- 
nent actors  in  those  contests,  and  his  admitted  great  and  distin- 
guished abilities,  render  an3rthing  coming  from  his  pen,  on  the 
subject  of  the  political  history  of  this  state,  of  inestimable  value. 
It  is  true,  he  sometimes  differs  from  me  in  opinion ;  but  that  cir- 
cumstance does  not,  in  my  judgment,  famish  an  objection  to  the 
publication  of  the  views  of  so  enlightened  a  statesman  in  connex- 
ion with  my  history.  Mr.  Pope,  in  one  of  his  letters,  thanks  his 
friend  more  for  his  censure,  than  for  his  commendation;  and  he 
says,  "  It  is  more  advantageous  to  a  scribbler  to  be  improved  in 
Yasjudgmentf  than  to  be  soothed  in  his  vanity." 

1  have  also  the  pleasure  to  present  to  the  public  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  Hon.  Lm-HSB  Bradish,  late  Lieut  Goverr 
nor.  It  contains  a  very  able  and  learned  discussion  of  a  questkm 
of  parliamentaiy  law,  which  arose  on  a  point  of  order  decided  by 
him  while  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  and  is  mentioned  by  me 
in  VoL  2,  p.  528.     Independent  of  my  demre  to  do  justice  to 
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that  ezoeHeni  and  pure  minded  man,  I  am  indnced  to  pnbliah  his 
letter  beeansei  I  am  qnite  sure  that  the  learning  and  aUlity  dis- 
played m  it  will  amply  compensate  the  reader  for  the  time  which 
its  perusal  will  require. 

I  haye  likewise  prefixed  to  each  volume  a  summary  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  respective  chapters  in  which  the  page  contabmg  any 
matter  deemed  important  is  designated,  which  it  is  hoped  may 
render  the  work  use&l  and  convenient  as  a  book  of  reference. 

JABEZ  D.  HAMMOND. 
Cherry  VaQey,  March  24, 1846. 


PREFACE. 


BxFOBx  any  paztof  the  foII<ywiiig  work  was  written,  I  addroMed  a  letter 
to  a  highly  intelligent  and  judiciooB  firiend  residing  in  the  city  of  Utica, 
infonning  him  of  my  plan«  and  aaking  his  advice  whether  the  attempt  to 
ezecQte  it  would  be  discreet  or  pradent?  His  reply,  in  substance,  was : — 
**  If  yon  describe  men  and  their  actions  as  they  really  were  and  are,  you 
will  draw  upon  yoniself  the  interminable  and  bitter  hostility  of  the  peisous 
about  whom  you  write,  as  well  as  that  of  their  connexions  and  friends.  If 
you  palliate  or  conceal  conduct  which  merits  animadrernon,  your  book 
will  not  be  what  yoa  profess  it  shall  be,  and  will,  besides,  be  doll  and  nnin- 
teresting.  I  advise  yoa  to  abandon  the  project."  Like  most  men  who  9A 
advice,  I  have  neglected  to  follow  that  which  I  received  from  my  sagacioM 
friend.    , 

Notwithstanding  the  opinion  I  have  qnoted  appears  on  its  fbce  quite  phm- 
sible,  I  still  entertain  the  hope  that  the  tmth  may  be  told  in  relation  to  the 
political  conduct  of  men  without  exciting  their  enmity,  or  that  of  their 
friends.  Ai  any  rate,  I  am  sure,  tiiat  a  candid,  fair,  and  impartial  nana- 
tion  of  the  actions  of  public  men,  may  be  given  without  affi>rding  jutt  emum 
of  ofSuice.  But  suppose  the  publication  of  tmth  should  occasion  to  some 
few  individuals  unpleasant  feelings^  will  not  such  publication,  in  its  conse- 
quences, be  generally  salutary?  Ought  not  the  l<^lator  and  the  politician 
to  be  fully  aware,  and  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  he  will  be 
held  accountable  for  his  acts  and  declarations,  not  only  to  his  immediate  con- 
stttnenis  and  cotemporaries,  but  to  posterity? 

Others  of  my  friends  have  advised  me  that  a  history  written  upon  the 
principles  which  I  claim  to  have  been  governed  by,  ought  not  to  have  been 
attempted  by  an  actO"  in  the  scenes  which  he  describes,  who,  of  course, 
must  have  been  a  participator  in  the  pasrions  and  prejudices  which  prevail- 
ed, but  should  have  been  executed  by  a  man  of  another,  generation,  or,  at 
any  rate,  by  one  who  had  not  mingled  in  the  contest,  and  who  had  kept  him- 
self entirely  aloof  from  party  conflicts.  The  answer  to  this  suggestion  is, 
that  a  work  written  by  such  a  person  must,  of  necessity,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  be  fiaion  and  not  higtory.  Could  a  secluded  philosopher,  a  ekti^ 
tered  monk,  or  a  man  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Louie  the  Fifteenth, 
have  described  the  actions  of  men  in  the  city  of  Pai^  and  their  motives  of 
action,  from  Coifrt  Journals  and  parliamentary  records,  so  well  and  truly  as 
they  are  delineated  in  the  memoirs  «fGjVdinalDe  Rets? 
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My  object  hw  been  to  epeek  of  men  as  they  weie.  If  I  nnderteke  to  do* 
■oribe  to  a  friend  the  peiwrn  of  one  who  b  a  stranger  to  him,  and  who  hap- 
pensto  haye  red  hair,  do  I  act  with  good  faith  if  I  say  his  hair  is  black  or 
chestnut  colored? 

Oar  goremment  is  a  repftNtontafiye  democracy.  The  Grecian,  Roman, 
Italian  and  Dutch  goTemmenta,  though  caUed  republics,  were  either  aris- 
tocracies or  pure  democracies.  Such  a  government  as  oun  was  unknown 
in  the  world,  until  within  sixty  or  seventy  years.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  a 
connect  IMbfihf  of  man  ttbdni^lipon  tfab  new  theatiie,  must,  of  nee^sstly,  de- 
velop new  thdts  fai  the  "human  character — a  new  page,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
in  the'  nature!  hl^ry  of  man.  Hence,  the  view  I  hhte  presented,  if  I  haf  e 
sncceesft(Qy  executed  my  ploai,  'wiU  fnterest  the  philosopher  as  Well  as  tile 
Matesttan. 

Smith's  Colonial  History  of  If  e^  Torit,  and  Dnnlap's  continuation  of  it, 
(a  veiyralttaUe  Woft,)  rttop  at 'a  very  eady  period  in  the  existenbe  of  thb 
gttvemment,  nttd  liideeddDerinot  I  believe,  profees  to  be  a  history  of  the  po- 
litical partis  wliich  prevailed  during  the  times  of  which  it  treats.  Our 
'bfogniphieal  Writers  hate  mainly  confined  themselves  to  a  description  of  the 
MhffKter  and  aai6i»  of' the  persons  of  >^hom  they  write:  and  their  works 
generally  partake  more  of  the  character  of  eulogy  than  history.  Of  ^Is,  it 
WbtQd  be  eaiiy  to  cite  examples,  ft  may  therefble,  I  think,  be  said,  and 
tntf^  'tndd,  thkt  the  political  history  ot  the  state  has  not  yet  been  writ- 
^len. 

I  ean  isay,  tend' I  do  toy  m  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  that  I  have  written 
'  the  fbHowingshe^tB  with  th^  tome  regard  to  truth  as  I  should  answer  inter- 
'  rogatoried  if  testifying  in  a  court  of  justice.  But  notwithstanding  this,  it  is 
ptistdble,  tod  indeed  pr(A>abIe,  that  I  may  have,  in  some  instances,  erred  as 
to  matters  of  fitct;  but,  I  hope  knd  believe,  that  those  errots  will  be  found 
to  be  neither  numerous  nor  very  material.  With  respect  to  my  inferencOs 
and  conclusions  from  facts,  the  ^eader  will,  of  course,  judge  whether  they 
are  or  are  not  correct 

It' Will  be  perceived  that  I  have  confined'  myself^  in  the  description  of  par- 
lies, to  those  parties  onily  which  have  aJTeCted  the  politics  and  legislation  of  ^ 
the' state  of  NewToik.  Hence,  the  action  of  the  national  government,  and 
the  character  of  the  individuals  who  controlled  it,  are  only  noticed  when  the 
conduct  and  management  of  that  government  had  an  immediate  eSect  up- 
on parties  in  the  state  of  New  York;  and  hence,  also,  the  action  and  servi- 
ces of  some  distinguished  members  of  congress  from  this  state  are  little  no- 
ticed, and  even  the  names  of  'many  of  them  are  not  given. 

The  history  of  the  Sinati  of  New  Yoik  contained  in  the  following  pages 
will  be  found  ample,  and  it  Is  hoped,  satisfactory.  The  names,  and  gene- 
rally, the  political  character  of  every  senator  elected  sinc^  the  year  1788, 
are  given. 


PRBFACE.  VU 

Tlie  liMlof7  of  the  MMirfbly  m  not  so  pecfect;  bat  I  flatter  myself  that  it 
will  be  fonnd  that  the  namea,  character  and  actions  of  most  of  the  leading 
members  of  that  important  department  of  the  state  government  have  been 
eomcOj  set  forth. 

That  a  work,  of  the  kind  this  pirofesses  to  be,  is  much  wanted,  and  hi- 
deed,  indispensably  necessary  to  the  yoong  politician,  and  that  it  is  calcala- 
ted  to  be  extensively  nseftil,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  admitted  by  all  reflec- 
ting  men;  if,  therefore,  thu  has  been  executed  with  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiafity,  it  is  hoped  it  may  receive  the  approbation  and  patronage  of  a  gener- 
ous public.  It  may,  howevw  be,  (and  indeed  what  can  be  more  proba- 
ble?) that  I  have  wrongly  estimated  the  merits  of  the  work.  Of  this,  the 
public  must  and  will  judge.  I  may,  nevertheless,  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
I  believe  that  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  whole  of  what  I  have 
written,  will  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  tendency  of  it  will  be  to  pro- 
mote kind  and  good  feelings  between  individuals  belcmging  to  adverse  par- 
ties, and  to  cause  the  great  laws  by  which  all  parties  ought  to  be  governed 
in  their  conduct  towards  their  own  members,  and  towards  their  opponents, 
to  be  better  understood.  I  also  hope  and  believe,  that  this  history  will 
ilfaistrate,  by  very  numerous  examples,  the  truth  of  a  common  remark 
that  there  are  good  and  bad  men  among  all  parties,  and  that  the  real  differ- 
•Boe  in  principle  between  an  immense  majority  of  the  individuals  who 
compose  the  two  political  parties  in  a  state,  is  not  so  great  as  is  generally 
imagined,  or  as  u  commonly  represented  by  the  leaders  of  the  respective 
parties. 

If  the  result  of  my  labors  shaU  aid  the  rising  generation,  and  especially 
the  young  politician,  in  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  merits  of  distinguish- 
ed individuals,  and  of  parties  who  have  heretofore  occupied  the  political 
field;  if  itriiall  tend  to  assuage  the  bitterness  of  party  zeal,  and  particularly 
that  MttemesB  which  produces  personal  animosities  and*"  poisons  social  en- 
joyment; and,  above  all,  if  it  shall  contribute  towards  fixing  firmly  in  the 
mind  of  every  citizen,  to  whatever  party  he  may  belong,  a  determination 
that  the  great  and  fundamental  principles  of  civil  liberty,  guaranteed  to  us 
by  our  state  and  national  constitutions,  are  never,  from  party  considerations," 
or  the  supposed  interest  of  any  party,  to  be  violated,  I  shall  feel  myself  am* 
ply  rewarded. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THB  STATE  OF  POLITICAL  PARTIES  IN  THE  STATE  OP  NKW 

tOttlty  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  ADOPTIOlf  01^ 

THfel  FEDERAL  CONStlttTIOlV. 

DuBiNo  the  contest  for  American  Independence,   iIm 

existence  of  political  parties,  according  to  the  present  no* 

tjons  we  entertain  of  those  associations,  may  be  said  to 

have  been  unknown  in  the  United  States.    There  were 

indeed  in  each  of  the  states,  a  few  families  who,    either 

finom  motives  of  interest,  or  con3ideralions  of  duty,  retain^ 

ed  their  attachment  to  the  British  GoTemment;  and  psr* 

haps  the  state  of  New- York,  in  pfoportion  to  its  pepula* 

iioiiy  c<Hitaiiied  a  greater  number  of  adherents  to  the  Kin^ 

of  England^  than  any  other  of  the  American  Colonies 

This  was  probaUy  partly  if  not  entirely  owing  to  the  great 

■umber  of  offices  hekt  m  the  then  colony  of  New- York, 

■nder  the  Crown.    But  an  immense  majority  of  the  pecH 

pie,  as  weN  in  this  as  in  the  other,  colonies,  at  an  early 

stage  of  thQcontroTersy  with  the  mother  country,  rssohred 

at  any  and  every  hazard^  to  resist  what  they  deemed  to  be 

the  unconstitutional  laws  enacted  by  the  Impmal  Parlia* 

BMDt    Aftar  the  oommeiioement  of  hostilities,  those  wh* 

s^pposted  the  «daiB99  of  G«real  Britain,  and  who  were 
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called  tones,  were  regarded  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  and  even  treated  by  the  temporary  govenuneots 
which  were  organized,  rather  as  alien  enemies  than  citi- 
aens  of  this  country.  A  decided  conviction  that  the  acts 
of  the  British  Government  were  an  encroachment  on  their 
rights  as  freemen,  a  fixed  and  settled  determination  to 
maintain  those  rights,  an  ardent  desire  to  establish  a  free 
government  independent  of  aH  foreign  control,  and  a  sense 
ofconupon  danger,  constituted  a  strong  bond  of  union  of 
the  friends  of  American  liberty  and  independence; — and 
though  personal  jealousies,  avarice,  rivalship  and  ambition 
no  doubt  existed,  and  occasionally  produced  combinations 
of  individuals  and  consequently  cabals;  in  general  all  self- 
ish views,  pursuits  and  interests  were  absorbed  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  most  effectual  means  of  resistance  to 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive  laws,  a  resolution  to  de- 
fend the  principle  of  equal  rights,  and  a  determination  to 
establish  an  ihdepemlent  government 

But  no  sooner  had  Great  Britain  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence'of  the  United  States,  and  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783  been  ratified,  than  men  began  to  speculate  on  and 
form  different  and  adverse  theories  respecting  the  form  of 
government  best  adapted  to  preserve  personal  liberty, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  union  of  ^e 
States.  Leading  and  influential  individuals  also  began  to 
deliberate  upon  the  most  effectual  means  of  advancing  the 
separate  interests  of  the  states  of  which  they  respectively 
were  inhabitants,  and  it  is  probable  that  combinations 
having  in  view  the  gratification  of  individual  interests  and 
ambition,  were  early  formed  and  organized. 

It  Inquired  little  reasoning  to  convince  all  intelligent 
men,  that  the  plan  of  government,  or  rather  union,  con- 
tained in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  adopted  in  17T7, 
was  not  competent  to  preserve  the  Union,  and  at  the  same 
time  regulate  the  commeroe  (rf'the  Amerioan  nation,  and 
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enaUe  it  lo  dischiirge  ita  debts,  defray  its  eiqpenses  and  per- 
fcHrm  its  engagements  with  other  nations.  The  old  Con- 
gress was,  by  these  articles,  little  crther  than  a  meeting  of 
.ambassadors  from  the  several  states;  ambassadors  too, who 
generally  speaking,  had  not  the  power  to  bbd  their  princi- 
pals. They,  exd^pt  in  a  very  few  cases,  could  mly  reconv- 
mend  the  adoption  of  such  measures  to  the  states  as,  in  their 
judgment,  the  public  welfare  demanded ;  but  the  carrying 
into  effect  of  those  measures  depended  on  the  voluntary 
action  of  the  respective  state  legislatures :  hence  it  was 
most  evident  that  some  scheme  of  general  government 
must  be  adopted,  which  would  enable  that  government, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  states,  to  act  upon  the  per- 
sons of  the  citizens  of  each  state  ;  or  the  union  if  it  could 
be  preserved,  would,  for  all  important  national  purposes, 
be  quite  useless.  A  few  years'  experience  after  the  pqace, 
proved  the  truth  of  this  position.  What  should  that  plan 
of  government  be  which  should  remedy  the  evils  already 
experienced,  dnd  guard  effectually  against  those  which 
were  anticipated  t  Thinking  and  reflecting  men  in  every 
part  of  the  nation  turned  their  attention  with  anxious  soli- 
citude to  this  interesting  and  important  question.  All 
admitted  the  imperfections  and  inadequacy  of  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  :  all  admitted  that  a  new  plan  of  govern- 
ment or  constitution  ought  to  be  devised  and  adopted, 
but  they  differed  widely  in  relation  to  the  {Mrindiples  which 
that  constitution  ought  to  contain,  and  the  magnitude  and 
nature  of  powers  which  should  be  granted  to  the  gene- 
ral government. 

It  was  this  difference  of  opinion  which  produced  the 
first  organized  political  parties  in  this  state  and  nation. 
Here,  therefore,  the  task  I  have  undertaken  commences. 
But  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  minutely  into  a  detaO  of 
Ike  movements  of  the  leaders  of  the  two  parties  to  this 
eontroversy.    It  is  to  a  later  period  which  the  atten- 
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tm  of  tim  iMd^  if  mtm.  frntifo/iMy  mvited.  wd  m 
mhU^  I  tbftU  emiMvor  to  4alJM»t«  oicm  in  4^1^  tht 
«iuviflUM^nid  d0i«l<9  MOT  (My  ilM  moiiyoft  of  An 

polMtbamtotQlioib    {SmKoIoJ.] 

J»  io  Mite  in  Hm  wmm  ^m  Uie  wwlihilm  wJUab 
iPiMvaQtmioiided  by  Ibe  Sb^tiPiiaJi  Co»¥MtiQB^  iiiofo.i»? 
▼«rriy  oritjoi<o4  fad  mora  lie»kwly  oppoied^  lutui  io  dom 
i«w  it  wpmi  lupd^ttdir  mud  aUy  ckfended  than  i«  tha  sUM 
g|  Nqw^YoA.  bAaadf  Ibif  ilat«  may  bf  mid  to  haii 
fiimiilMd  tjbe  priaoipal  autboF,  and  afterwtrdi  the  chftoi* 
piM  for  the  dofaitoci  of  tiitt  tmtmiMOt  It  is  alukost  uii»* 
neee«Mry  to  say  tbat  I  allqda  Ip  Geoeral  Ab^XAWDW 
HAMILTON.  With  him  w«re  oiisooiated  Joba  Jay,  whoat 
pevdatiopiary  aervicog  io  the  civi)  depertmenty  great  legal 
learaingf  souod  diacriminatiDg  oiiad,  high  moral  qualitieii 
and  uabfeiBiahed  purity  of  character,  gave  him  a  power- 
fill  iaflueoce  with  the  public;  Robert  R.  Livingaton^  a 
man  of  fiae  address,  r  possessing  a  greal  landed  interest  in 
the  oentral  counties  on  the  Hudson's  river,  staading  at  tha 
head  €if  a  powerful  and  influentail  family,  and  holding  the 
highest  judicial  office  in  the  state,  and  Gen.  Schuyler  of 
Afeany,  together  with  the  Van  Rensselaer  fanoily,  posaeaa- 
ii^,  deservedly,  great  influence  with  the  people  inhabiting 
the  aectiou  of  the  state,  where  they  resided  with  nftaaj^ 
athera  eminent  for  their  talenis  and  standing  in  the  eooii^ 
manity» 

le  the  firont  ranks  of  the  other  party  stood  Gaaaoii 
Clinton,  who  probably  had  a  stronger  hold  on  theafibot 
taons  of  the  people,  than  any  other  citizen  of  the  state. 
He  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  manufaotui^er  of  hia  owa 
fortuneb  His  father  was  .aa  enragrant  from  Ireland,  and  at 
an  early  period  settled  i^  Little  Britain,  in  the  county  of 
Orange.  Although  not  highly  diatkaguiahed  eilhaff  tmt 
wiealthor  talents,  ha  w«a  m«eh;reapeistad  far  hie  patristiaia 


1783.]  OP  nEvr-YOUt.  ft 

and  priirftttf  vittsei.  Re  oAciated  as  a  tatmty  jadge  and 
during  the  French  war  was  a  coloi!kel  in  the  Br)fis(h  afmy 
which  invaded  Canada.  The  property  whicA  he  brought 
with  him  from  Ireland,  and  that  which,  by  hi«  hidustry 
aiid  economy,  he  accuntulated  id  thh  coantry,  enabled  him 
to  bring  \sp  hJa  family  well,  bat  not  to  leave  them  rich. 
George  was  hi«  youngeit  fton,  and  was  bred  ft  lawyer. 
Shortly  after  he  completed  hhr  stndietf,  he  w6d  appbinted 
by  8Jf  George  CImton,  the  Colonial  Governor,  to  whom 
the  C^ton  family  are  said  to  have  been  (Hstantljr  related, 
clerk  of  ihb  cinniy  of  Ulster. 

Mr.  George  CImton  was  one  Of  the  earfieSt  fKends  of 
the  American  cauae,  and  was  iit  grain  and  m  principle  a 
republican.  He  possessed  a  clear  and  logical  mind,  and 
great  dedsioh  of  character.  His  fafents  and  private 
merit  soon  rendered  him  Conspicuous  among  the  patriots 
of  that  day,  aild  he  was  almost  unanimodsly  elected  the 
first  Governor  of  the  state  at  Ni&w-York.  T^hb  election 
is  the  more  honorable  to  hhn,  when  it  is  considered  that 
there  were  at  that  time  in  the  state,  several  distinguished 
friends  to  American  Independence,  who  were  men  of 
great  weahh  and  powerful  family  connections j  and  that 
Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  without  any  of  these  adventitious 
aids.  At  the  time  when  the  controversy  iti  relation  to  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution  commenced,  Gov.  Clin- 
ton had  been  repeatedly  elected  by  the  people  to  the  first 
office  in  the  state;  he  had  stood  at  fhe  helm  and  dis- 
charged his  duty  aUy  and  faithfully  during  the  long  and, 
perilous  revohtionary  struggle,  wkh  the  fortitude  of  a 
hero,  and  the  teal  and  devotedness  of  a  patriot;  and 
clothed  as  he  was,  by  the  constitution  of  the  state,  with 
the  power  o(  distribating  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  cannot  fail  to  be  perceived  that  snch  a  man  must 
hare  been  capable  of  producing  a  very  great  impression 
upon  the  public  mind.    Among  the  most  distinguished 
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individuab  who  united  with  him  id  his  opposition  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  were  Robert  Yates, 
afterwards  for  a  long  time  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  John  Lansing  a  delegate  from  this  state  in  the 
convention  that  formed  the  constitution,  and  subsequently 
Chief  Justice  and  Chancellor ;  and,  though  last  named, 
by  no  means  the  least,  Mr.  Melancton  Smith* 

To  exhibit  the  manner  in  which  some  of  the  points  in 
controversy  arose  between  the  two  parties,  it  is  proper  to 
state,  that  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  commis* 
sioners  from  several  states  who  had  met  at  Annapolis  in 
Marylaiai^of  whom  Gen.  Hamilton  was  one,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1786,  '*  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  and  com* 
.merce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  consider  how  far  an 
unifonn  system  in  their  commercial  intercourse  and  regu*  ^ 
lations  might  be  necessary  to  the  common  interest  and 
permanent  happiness"  of  all  the  States,  Congress,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1787,  resolved  that  it  was  expedient  that  pn  the  , 
second  Monday  in  May,  then  next,  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates who  should  have  been  appointed  by  the  several 
states,  should  be  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the  9ok  and  ex- 
press purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
reporting  to  Congress  and  the  several  legislatures,  such 
alterations  and  provisions  therein  as  should,  when  agreed 
to  in  Congress,  and  confirmed  by  the  states  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  be  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

The  views  of  the  politicians  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
on  the  questions  involved  in  this  recommendation,  were 
fully  developed  in  the  debates  and  proceedings  which 
took  place  in  the  legislature  which  convened  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  in  the  winter  of  1787.  But  in  order  pro- 
perly to  understand  them,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  in 
1781,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Congress, 
an  act  was'passed  which  granted  to  the  United  States  the 
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ut^Kwt  daties  to  be  ecdtecled  in  Ae  port  of  Ne^-York, 
and  provided  that  those  duties  should  be  levied  and  collect^ 
ed  in  such  manner  and  form,  and  under  such  pevtalties  and 
rtgulatians^  and  fty  such  c^ert  as  Congress  should^  from 
<i«ie  to  time  make^  order  and  appoint.  But  in  Marcli» 
17lgti  {after  the  peaces)  this  act  veas  repealed  and  an  act 
was  passed  again,  granting  the  duties  to^e  United  Stateii; 
bot  directing  their  collection  by  officers  who  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  state.  This  law  was  afterwards  modified 
at  the  request  of  Congress,  so  as  to  render  the  collectors 
amenable  to  and  rmnowAk  by  the  authorities  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  reference  to  this  proceeding,  6en.^^huy- 
ler,  on  the  4tb  May,  1783,  Ivrote  to  Gen.  Hamilton,  '^AI- 
though  our  legislature  seems  still  inclined  to  confer  pow- 
ers on  Coi^ress  adequate  to  the  proper  discharge  <w  the 
great  duties  of  the  .sovereign  council  of  these  states,  yet 
I  perceive  with  pain  that  some,  chagrined  at  disappoint- 
ment, are  already  attempting  to  inculcate  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple, and  I  fear  it  will  gain  too  deep  a  root  to  be  eradi- 
cated, until  such  confusion  prevails  as  will  make  mea 
deeply  feel  the  necessity  of  not  retaining  so  much  sover- 
eignty in  the  states  individually." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Hamilton,  in  the  life  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  vol. 
2,  p.  387,  remarks,  that  ^'early  in  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  New-York,  urging  the  abolition  of  the  offices  of 
superintendent  of  finance  and  of  continental  receiver,  which 
was  followed  by  the  acts  establishing  a  custom  house  and 
a  revenue  system. 

"  The  immense  and  improvident  speculations  made  on 
the  return  of  peace,  poured  into  the  coflfers  of  that  state 
a  large  revenue.  This  wa^  subsequently  increased  by  the 
navigation  acts  of  other  states,  which  rendered  New-York 
he  entrepot  of  the  whole  region  east  of  the  Delaware, 
and  presented  to  her  tempting  prospects  of  future  wealth. 


4I4IM  poUpy  of  Ni^w-^YoA  to  (IfiGsikl  the  propoMlioi^  for' 
jl  99|Um?d  i^ffiXMte,  A  QlMSMiK^  cqnforniiiig  wilh  the  m* 
afifmx^i^Mog^  of  Congre««  m^  pBop<med  in  ^  iegirfar 
IPQ  in  m^ef^isisen  bmAr^  wd  ei^ty-four^  and  £iikd.  It 
inis  ngm  brought  forwaixl  in  f^veolpea  hundred  and 
iigbty-fivQ,  a|id  9gtti]|  Siilod  by  two  votoa  in  the  mm^il 

<<  At  tlh9  cIoAe  of  the  sessioQ  of  sieveDlem  JwiMfarai  tod 
gigbty  «x,  ia  which  the  exortioos  of  SohMyktr  to  iBduot 
lb(^  9^  wero  mo9t  ooQ0pieuaii9, » law  waa  enacted  giii* 
ing  tj^myeanae  to  Congre^A,  hot  reaervji^  Iq  the  alata 
*  ^/l^  powojr  of  leTyiAg  and  eoUecting'  the  dutba; 
4^  CQoit^raDg  of  wluob  power  on  Congress^  Was  an  induk 
jfffn^ik  wA  eiipresa  condition  of  the  ac^  of  some  of 
Ih9  tth%r  9tetle9.  Instead  of  making  the  oolleetors  ame- 
W^h  and  removable  by  Congress,  i^.  subjected  them  to 
the  ^lEcluiiye  jwisdiction  of  the  state  cpurts. 

^  It  alao  readered  the  duties  payable  in  the  bills  of 
Qieiit  of  the  state,  and  thus  so  entirely  contraTeaed  the 
plen  of  seTonteen  hundred  and  eighty «4hrQe,  as  to  be 
equivalent  to  its  rejection.  This  enaetment  was  defended 
by  the  argument  that  Congras%  bdi^  a  single  bedy^  and 
oensequently  without  checks,  would  be  apt  to  mis^iply 
the  nwNBey  aiiaing  from  it" 

Mr*  Hamilton  then  prooeeds  to  remark  that  Congmse 
^  pe«ceiyiag  that  na  benefit  eouM  be  derived  from  die  law 
nscently  passed  by  this  state  ;  that  if  acceded  to,  the  aeta 
«f  twelve  adopting  slates  (fev  Rhode  bland  had  meaiH 
while  concurred)  would,  by  their  conditions^  which  lequU 
H^  H^  eaqoMrreciee  of  aK  the  al«tes,  beeeme  void ;  that 
tjm  provision  which  vendesed  the  dntiaa  payable  in  biltn 
ef  credit  wa»  moet  peroioiou£^  as  il  would^  on  the  same 
fffineipie,  admit  of  all  the  papermoney  of  the  ether  Btatee 
%t  various  rates  of  depreciation,  thus  reducit^  tfe  revenue, 
yvoducing  an  inequaU^  m  the  public  buidens,  and  defter* 


rfog  the  Btstee  aTerae  from  paper  money  from  engaging 
in  the  meaflure— Congress  treated  it  as  a  nutlHy." 

Mr.  H.  adds  that  they  thereupon  ^'passed  a  resolation 
requesting  Governor  Clinton  to  convene  the  legislature 
tor  the  pm7K>9e  of  submitting  this  subject  again  to  its 
eonsidenrtion.  To  this  application,  involving  such  mo- 
mentous cionsequeBces,  Clinton  replied  by  letter,  stating 
that  '  he  entertained  the  highest  deference  and  respect 
for  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  that  it  would  afford 
him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  com- 
ply with  tfieir  recommendations,  but  that  he  had^ot  the 
power  to  convene  the  legislature  before  the  time  fixed  by 
law  for  their  stated  meeting,  except  upon  '  extraordinary 
occasions'^  and  as  the  present  business  had  already  been 
particniariy  laid  before  them,  and  so  recently  as  at  their  last 
session  received  their  determination,  it  cannot  come  within 
Aat  description.'  ^ 

The  Governor,  in  his  speech  to  the  legislature  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  which  1  am  speaking,  gave  a 
statement  of  this  application  which  Congress  had  made  to 
him  to  call  an  extra  meeting  of  that  body;  and  his  reasons 
Ibr  refusing  to  comply  with  the  request,  being  the  same  as 
that  which  he  had  assigned  in  his  reply  to  Congress,  name- 
ly, that  inasmuch  as  the  legislature  had  but  a  few  months 
before  deliberated  upon  and  solemnly  decided  that  very 
question,  he  could  not  consider  the  recommendation  of 
Congress  a  circumstance  which  created  that  extraordinary 
oceasitm  contemplated  by  the  constitution  which  alone  au- 
thorized him  to  require  a  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

On  the  legislature  which  was  now  in  session,  was  de- 
volved the  duty  of  deciding  whether  this  state  would  send 
delegates  to  the  National  Oonvention  which  was  to  as- 
semble in  May  following;  and  if  they  should  decide  that 
question  in  the  affirmative,  then  it  wouH  become  their 
duty  to  select  and  appoint  the  delegates.    For  this  reason 
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the  friends  of  a  natioaal  govemment  early  saw  the.  neces* 
sity  that  General  Hamilton  should  be  one  of  the  men^rs 
of  the  State  legislaturci  and  take  a  part  in  the  diseussion 
of  these  important  and  hiteresting  questions.  To  effect 
this  very  desirable  object,  the  most  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  at  the  April  election  to  elect  him  a  member  from 
the  city  of  New- York,  and  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of 
the  merchants  of  that  city,  aided  by  his  political  friendsy 
he  was  chosen. 

Gen.  Schuyler,  the  father-in-law  of  Gen.  H.,  also  a 
zealous  friend  of  the  establishment  of  an  energetic  natiour 
al  govCTnment,  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
The  national  politics  of  these  gentlemen,  both  eminent 
for  their  talents  and  public  services,  placed  them  in  a  po- 
sitiA  adverse  to  Grov.  Clinton,  and  around  them  the  op- 
position in  each  house  rallied.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  to  draw  an  answer 
to  the  Governor's  speech,  and  he  drew  one  which  was 
silent  in  respect  to  that  part  of  it  which  stated  his  refusal  to 
%all  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  at  the  request  of 
Congress.  The  friends  of  the  governor,  the  leading  and 
strong  man  among  whom  was  Samuel  Jones,  a  very  learned 
and  able  lawyer,  afterwards  Comptroller,  and  the  father  of 
the  late  Chancellor  Jones,  ofiered  an  amendment  to  the  an- 
swer, as  reported  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  approving  of  the  con* 
duct  of  the  governor  in  refusing  to  convene  the  legislature 
upon  the  occasion  to  which!  have  referred.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  adopting  this  amendment,  an  interesting  debate 
ensued,  conducted  principally  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr. 
Jones.  The  point  in  controversy,  was  whether  the  occa- 
sion of  the  proposed  call  was  such  an  extraortUnary  one 
as,  by  the  constitution,  authorized  and  required  the  go- 
vernor to  make  such  call;  but  in  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
cussion, the  claims  of  the  confederated  States  on  this 
state,  and  the  relations  which  it  had  and  ought  to  have 
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with  the  coD&deracy^  were  considered.  This  opened  a 
wide  field  of  debate^  which  was  conducted  with  great 
ability  and  some  asperity,  on  both  sides.  On  the  qoes- 
tion  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  96  to  9.  If  this  vote  is  to  be  considered  as  a  test  vote . 
of  the  strength  of  parties  on  th^  question,  whether  any 
material  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation — and  it  probably  is — it  is  obvious  that  the 
anti-federalists  at  that  time  held  a  powerful  preponderance 
in  tho  popular  branch  of  the  legislature.  In  the  senate, 
too,  there  was  a  large  majority  who  concurred  vrith  the 
governor.  The  legislature  decided  in  favor  of  senfling 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention,  and  appointed  three 
delegates.  The  political  principles  of  the  two  houses 
accounts  for  the  reason  why  a  majority  of  the  delegate 
(Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Lansing)  were  opposed  to  any  mate- 
rial alteration  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  or  rather 
to  the  formation  bf  a  new  government^  while  the  election 
of  Gen.  Hamilton  by  the  same  bodies  of  men,  so  large  a 
proportion  of  whom  accorded  with  the  views  of  Gov. 
Clinton,  affords  a  demonstration  of  the  liberality  with 
which  the  partizans  of  that  day  conducted  towanls  each 
other.  So  far  from  making  a  war  of  extermination  on 
their  opponents,  or  treating  them  as  enemies  to  the  coun- 
try, the  majority  of  the  legislature  of  1787  were  willing 
and  desirous  that  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  minority 
should  be  represented  in  the  grand  National  Conven- 
tion about  to  be  held  \  and  therefore  elected  General 
Hamilton,  their  most  able,  zealous. and  ultra  opponent,  as 
one  of  the  delegates. 

By  a  reference  to  the  resolution  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  delegates  to  the  National  Convention,  it  will  be 
seen  with  what  extreme  caution  and  jealousy  of  their 
rights  as  an  independent  sovereignty,  the  New- York  le- 
gislature consented  to  become  a  party  to  that  convention. 
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The  resolutioii  declared  that  the  delegates  were  appointed^ 
«  for  Ihe  sole  and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  and  reporting  to  Congress  and  the  seve- 
ral legislatures  such  alterations  and  amendments  therein, 
aia  shaH,  Tvhen  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and  confirmed  by 
the  several  states  under  the  Federal  Constitution  be  ade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  the  government,  and  preserva- 
tion of  tfce  unioo.'^  v 

The  National  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  at 
the  time  appomted  by  Congress. 

In  trsviewing  the  proceedings  Of  that  dbtinguished  as- 
semblage of  men,  it  will  be  found  tfiat  they  Were  divided 
iftio  three  classes. 

One  portion  of  them  desired  to  confine  the  convention 
to  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  then  existing  Con- 
federacy, or  rather  to  an  amendment  of  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. To  this  object  the  delegates  from  New-York 
were,  by  the  above  resolution,  iu  the  opinion  of  Messrs. 
Yates  and  Lansing,  restricted;  accordingly  these  gentle- 
men, after  a  majority  of  the  convention  had  determined 
to  propose  a  constitution  which,  instead  of  atnending 
would  abolish  the  articles  of  the  confederacy,  withdrew 
from  it,  though  in  the  midst  of  its  most  active  operations; 
but  Mr.  Hamilton  elected  to  remain  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, and  take  a  part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body. 
The  delegates  from  N^w-Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  the 
celebrated  Luther  Mdrtin  of  Maryland,  entertained  views 
similar  to  tf^ose  of  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Lansing  in  respect 
to  the  proper  bosrness  and  duty  of  the  convention.  The 
opinion  of  these  gentlemen  may  be  inferred  from  the  re- 
solutions proposed  by  Mr.  Piatterson  from  New  Jersey. 
(See  Pitkin's  U.  S.  History,  239.) 

The  only  material  alteration  in  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration proposed  by  these  resolutions,  seems  to  be  the  crea- 
tion of  an  executive  department  to  consist  of  one  or  more 
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individuals  who  were  to  pqsaess  very  little  power,  exp^t 
that  of  appomting  certain  officers  and  directing^  military 
pperations,  the  creation  of  a  judiciary^  or  rather  a  court 
6f  admiralty^  aud  a  declaration  .that  the  coastitutiooal 
ay^ts  o£  congress  and  all  treaties  should  be  the  supreme 
itf/fi  <jf  the  $tate$^  The  resolution  further  proposed  '<  that 
if  any  state,  or  body  of  men  in  any  statev  ethould  of^pose  or 
prevent  the  carrying  into  efiect  such  acts,  or  treaties,  the 
federal  executive  should  be  authorized  to  caD  forth  the 
pomrars  of  tha  coafedeffated.  stales  snfiKient  to  compel 
obedience  to  such  acts,  or  enforce  an  observance  of  such 


The  antipodes  to  this  project  were  headed  in  the  coi>> 
vantion  by  Gren.  Hamilton,  whose  desire  was  to  create  a 
strong  goverument,  purely  national  Mr.  Hamilton's  plan 
was  that  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
should  be  chosen  for  three  years ;  that  the  states  should 
be  divided  into  districts  for  the  purpose  of  an  election  6y 
(he  peqplej  of  electors  who  should  elect  the  senators )  that 
the  people  of  the  same  districts  should  choose  electors 
who  were  to  elect  electors  of  president — the  senators  and 
president  lo  hold  their  offices  daring  good  behavbur ;  the 
president  to  have  a  negative  on  all  bills  which  might  pass 
both  branches  of  the  legislature ;  to  have  the  power,  with 
the  advice  of  the  senate,  to  make  treaties,  to  have  the 
sole  appointment  of  the  heads  of  departments,  and  the 
appointment  of  all  other  offices  by  consent  of  the  senate. 
His  plaa  of  judiciary  estabKshment,  was  in  snbstanoa, 
the  same  as  that  which  was  finally  adopted ;  he  proposed 
that  all  impeachments  should  be  tried  by  a  court  to  con- 
sist of  the  chief  or  senior  judge  of  the  superior  courts  of 
law  in  each  state,  provided  such  judge  held  his  office  do- 
ling good  behaviour,  and  had  a  permanent  salary,  and 
that  the  laws  of  the  states,  contrary  to  the  constitution 
and  laws,  of  the  United  States  should  be  utterly  void. 
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But  the  most  important  inDOvation  upon  thi^  sovereignty  of 
the  states  proposed  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  was  that  the  go- 
vernors of  the  states  should  be  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident and  senate,  and  that  they  should  have  an  unquali- 
fied veto  on  all  the  laws  which  might  be  attempted  to  be 
passed  by  the  state  legislatures  of  which  they  respectively 
were  governors.* 

*  Gen.  HamOton,  it  would  aeera,  afterwtrda  changed  bia  opililon  aa  to  ibe  propriety  of 
a  constitutional  proTlaion  that  the  Preaident  ahodid  bold  his  office  during  good  behavioaai 
or  ratlieriabaequeDt  reflection  conviooed  him  that  the  democratic  piopenrttlce  of  Che 
people  of  the  United  Btatei  were  so  atrong  that  policy  required  that  an  «a;p«HaMM(aboald 
be  made  of  electing  a  President  periodically.  In  the  aubjoiaed  letter,  which  he  wrote 
to  Ool.  Timothy  Pickering  more  than  eleven  years  afterwarda,  he  ataiea  the  vlewa  he 
adopted  before  the  adjournment  of  the  convention.  From  the  wlwle  tenor  of  this  letter 
aa  well  aa  from  other  acta  and  declaratfama  of  his,  which  I  may  liereafler  liave  occasion 
to  notice,  it  is  evident  that  so  late  as  the  year  1303,  which  it  win  be  remembered  wai 
ahortly  before  hia  death,  be  had  very  little  fkith  in  the  position  that  the  people  of  tlM 
United  States  were  capable  of  suata&iing  a  democratic  or  even  a  republican  represent 
Utive  government.  He  thought,  however,  **it  was  in  kself  right  and  proper  tkmi  tkg 
r^pnUicofi  tkeorf  $heuld  Aavs  a  /ov  and  /mU  triml ;"  and  with  this  view  he  reluc- 
tantly consented  that  the  national  executive  aliould  be  periodically  dected,  and  nidmate- 
ly  to  other  innovations  that  the  majority  of  the  convention,  made  upon  his  aaheme.  But 
I  will  give  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering,  which,  it  appears,  wos  written  for  the  purpose  of 
allaying  prejudicw  which  were  rife  against  him  in  consequence  of  his  aristocratic  prin- 
ciples.  In  my  Judgement  it  is  calculated  to  produce  a  difibrent  and  contrary  el^t. 

**  Nbw-York,  Sept  16, 1803. 

**  My  Dear  Sir— I  will  make  no  apology  Ibr  my  delay  in  answering  your  inquiry  some 
time  since  made,  because  I  could  oilbr.  none  that  would  mtisfy  myself.  I  pray  yon 
only  to  believe  that  it  proceeded  ftom  any  thing  ratlier  than  want  of  respect  or  r^ard. 
I  shall  now  comply  with  your  request: 

*'  The  highest  toned  proposittona,  which  I  made  in  the  cooventfcm,  were  for  a  preai- 
dent, senate,  and  Judges  during  good  behaviour— a  house  of  representatives  for  three 
years.  Though  I  would  have  enlarged  the  le^latlve  power  of  the  general  government, 
yet  I  never  contemplated  the  abolition  of  the  state  govemmenta ;  but  on  the  eontrary, 
they  were,  in  some  particulars,  constiment  parts  of  my  plan. 

**  This  plan  was  in  ray  conception  conformable  wHh  ttie  strict  theory  of  a  government 
purely  republican  $  the  essential  criteria  of  which  are,  that  the  principal  organs  of  the 
etecutive  and  legislative  departments  be  elected  by  the  ^ple,  and  hold  their  oAces  by 
a  reaponMU  and  temporary  or  i^emtikU  tenure. 

**  A  vx>te  wtM  taken  on  the  proposition  respecting  the  executive.  Five  states  were  la 
flivor  of  it ;  among  these  Virginia  •,  and  tiKWgh  ftom  the  manner  of  voting,  by  ddega- 
tfons,  individuals  were  not  dlstinguialied,  It  was  morally  certain,  IVom  the  known  situa 
tton  of  the  Virginia  members,  (six  in  number,  two  of  tiiem,  JUossn  and  Aon^o^  pro- 
fossing  popular  doctrines,)  that  Madison  must  have  concurred  in  the  vote  of  Virginia* 
Thus,  if  I  sinned  against  republicanism,  Mr.  Madison  was  not  less  guilty. 

"I  nmy  traly  then  say,  that  I  never  proposed  either  a  president  or  senate  for  Itfo  \ 
and  that  I  neither  recommended  nor  medMnied  die  annihilation  of  the  elate  foverameniih 
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Between  thAw  two  ultra  classes,  the  one  advocating  a 
atrofig  aiistoeratio  national  government ;  and  the  other 
demoerai^  governments,  by  the  respectix^e  states,  united 
by  articles  of  cohfederation,  varying  in  substance  very 
little  from  a  treaty  of  alliance,  oiiensive  and  defensive,  be- 
tween independent  nations,  a  third  party  was  formed  in 
the  convention,  which  proposed  the  formation  of  a  go- 
vemroent  partly  national  and  partly  federal ;  a  govem- 
Doent  elective  and  representative  in  its  character,  but  which 
should  r^resent  the  people  in  their  numerical  strength,  and 
the  states  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  The  people  of  the 
union  were  to  be  represented  in  one  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature and  the  states  in  the  other ;  while  the  national 
executive  was  to  be  created  partly  by  the  people  and 
partly  by  the  states.  This  scheme  was  substantially 
sketched  in  a  series  of  resolutions  offered  by  Mr*  Ran- 
dolph of  Yirginia,  and  probably  mainly  drawn  by  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, and  from  thence  called  ''  the  Virginia  plan.''  (2 
Pit  226.  8  Ham.)  A  sufficient  number  of  the  ultras  on 
each  side  yielded  to  this  middle  course  to  constitute  a  ma* 
jority  of  the  convention  ;  and  he.nce  our  present  constitu- 
tion, exclusive  of  the  amendments  subsequently  proposed 
and  made  a  part  of  it,  was  reported  by  the  convention, 
and  recommended  by  that  body  to  be  adopted  by  the  states. 

But  the  recommendation  of  the  convention  produced 
little  effect  on  the  opponents  of  their  plan  of  government 
in  the  state  of  New-York. 

One  ground  upon  which  the  anti-federalists,  (for  so 

«•  And  I  mtty  add,  that  in  the  eoane  of  the  dlsooMtom  In  the  convention,  neither  the 
pioporitlQtt,  ibiown  out  Ibr  debele,  nor  even  thoee  voted  in  the  earlier  Mafee  of  deltbera- 
tton,  were  considered  as  evidences  of  a  definitive  opinion  in  tlie  propoeer  or  voter.  It 
appeared  to  me  lo !« in  some  sort  undeniood,  that  with  a  view  to  free  Investigation,  ex- 
parimeottl  prop^sitionB  might  be  Biade,  which  were  to  be  received  merely  as  i 
for  considerailon. 
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the  opponents  of  the  coastitatiM  wemdeiAilliiiftted)  who 
were  citizens  of  the  large  states^  founded  their  opi^oiitioil^ 
was  that  the  new  c<HwtitutiOn  aacrifieed  too  misioh  tO'  thi 
small  states.  A  moment's  reflection  will  shew  thftt  tlie^Nf 
was  much  that  was  piausible^  attd  indeed  subMttltiai  M 
this  objecitioQ.  The  new  eoostitBtioii  {NR^os^d  a  Ifloktt^ 
tary  surrender  o[  polilical  power  by  one  ckM  of  itien  tt 
another.  To  foim  a  ODrrect  notion  of  the  aeKSriiice  on  fbe 
part  of  the  great  statss,  it  is:  only  lyeoossttry' to  eonsidor 
the  matter  in  the  light  in  which  the  question  would  b& 
viewedyif  it  were  an  original  one,  and  now  for  the  first  fiiAcf 
psesenited  to  us.  I  w^  suppose  the  stet^^of  Delaware  t^ 
oontaift  sixty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  thut  the  stftte  of 
New- York  contains  two  millions.  The  United  States  se- 
nate is  a  c(M>rd]Bate  branch  of  the  l&'vv^  making  powei'. 
Besides^  posiessii^  eqiiai  or  all  but  equal  power  in  the  en- 
aotment  (^  lawa  with  the  house  of  representatives,  it 
is  a  controlling  branch  of  the  treaty  making  power,  (and 
txeaties  are,  by  the  fiat  of  the  constitution,  made  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land)  and  it  is  an  important  branch  of 
the  appointing  power,  holding  an  unconditional  veto  on 
the  distribution  of  all  the  patronage  of  the  national  go- 
vernment Now  suppose  Dehiware  were  to  request  New- 
York  to  give  her  as  much  power  in  this  department  of  the 
national  l^iriature,  or  which  would  be  the  same  in  sub- 
stuioe,  riiould  ask  ^at  ohe  citizen  of  Delaware  should 
possess  as  much  power  in  the  tJ.  S.  senate  as  thirit/'three 
citkens  of  the  state  of  New- York  1  It  strikes  me  that 
such  a  proposition,  if  it  were  now  for  the  first  time  madej 
would  not  be  very  favorably  enti^rtatned  here.  If  such  a 
proposal  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  project  to  create  a 
rottsa  borough  system,  I  am  quite  sure  it  would  be  con- 
sidered as  very  much  like  it  The  manner  in  which  this 
objection  was  answered,  is  too  obvious  and  too  well 
known  to  render  it  necessary  to  repeat  it     But  the  great 
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and  absorbing  groand  of  apposition,  was  that  the  propo- 
sed ooDstttation  entirely  departed  from  the  principles  of  a 
ooofederaey,  and  constituted,  as  was  contended  a  cons»- 
Mated  national  goveitunent  vested  with  extensive  powen^ 
operating  not  upon  the  states  but  upon  individuals;  thai  it 
digested  the  states  of  their  sovereignty;  Ihat  it  clQthed  ths 
President  with  so  much  power  and  patronage,  as  in  lbs 
hands  of  an  unprincipled  ambitious  man  would  enable 
him  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  peofde  mid  usurp 
to  himself  despotic  power;  and  that  the  people  then^ 
selves  were  not  secured  against  the  gradual  encroachment 
upon  their  rights,  by  the  legislative,  judicial  and  exeoEh 
tive  departments  of  the  national  government,  by  a  faiH 
e(  rights^  '*  Should  the  system,"-  said  the  ardent  and  elo* 
quent  Patrick  Henry,  '^go  into  operation,  what  will  die 
states  have  to  do  1  To  take  care  of  the  poor,  repair  and 
make  highways,  erect  bridges,  ofid  so  on,  and  so  on.  Abo^ 
lish  the  state  legislatures  at  once.  For  what  purpose 
should  they  be  retained  T     2  Pit.  273. 

Gov.  Clinton  and  his  friends  tenaciously  adhered  to 
the  principles  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  New* 
York  legislature  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the 
sAtidnal  conventioii.  That  resolution,  they  contended 
eon&ied  tiie  action  of  the  delegates  to  the  busittess  «f 
ammding  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  by  nomeaas 
attthorised  them  to  create  a  new  constitution. 

Although  the  population  of  this  state  was  ibea  compa- 
ratively small,  amounting  probably  to  about  two  hundrHl 
and  fifty  thousand  souls,  tiie  sagacity  and  the  clear  viaion 
of  Gov.  C^ton  and  other  disttnguisked  opponents  of  tb^ 
national  scb^e,  must  hare  enabled  them  to  foresee  Am 
hi^  ddstioy  of  the  st^e  ofNew^York.  They  no  doubt 
look  into  cooridefation  the  facts  that  its  territory  streteb- 
ad  from  the  Attetic  oeeisn  to  the  graatittiandseasKif  the 
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North  America,  and  perhaps  in  the  world;  that  its  soil 
was  iocomparably  rich  and  luxuriant;  that  water  power 
for  driving  all  kinds  of  machinery  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses  was  abundant  in  every  part  of  the  state;  that  its  fa^ 
cilities  for  artificial  internal  navigation  were  greater  than 
any  other  equal  portion  of  the  known  world;  that  its  di- 
mate  was  adapted  to  the  production  of  a  hardy  and  enter- 
prizing  race  of  men,  and  was  remarkably  salubrious,  and 
that  nature  had  so  formed  our  coast  that  the  foreign  trade 
for  North  America  would  naturally  centre  at  the  port  of 
New-YorL  This  prospective  view  must  have  convinced 
them  that  New- York  would  become,  what  in  fact  she 
now  is,  THE  EHPiRB  fifTATE.  It  is  uot,  therefore,  at  all 
surprising  that  her  citizens  should  have  scrutinized  with 
an  anxious  and  jealous  eye,  a  scheme  which,  if  carried  out, 
might  lessen  the  importance  of  the  state,  and  would  throw 
into  a  general  fund,  or  common  national  stock,  that  rich 
revenue  which  would  not  fail  of  being  gathered  from 
goods  imported  into  the  city  of  New-YorL 

Mr.  Clinton,  being  governor,  was  the  distributor  of  near- 
ly all  the  state  patronage.  He  was  also  ex-officio  com- 
mander of  the  army  and  admiral  of  the  navy.  It  was, 
therefore,  more  than  insinuated  by  political  writers  of  the 
day,  that  personal  ambition  and  a  love  of  power  had  a 
controling  influence  in  inducing  him  to  oppose  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution;  or  at  any  rate  that  sinis- 
ter views  and  feelings  sharpened  his  opposition,  and  added 
fire  to  his  zeal. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Grov.  Clinton  in  his  speech 
to  the  legislature  in  1768,  although  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution must  have  been  long  before  that  time  reported 
and  published,  and  although  it  had  been  recomnfiended 
that  the  legislature  of  each  state  should  provide  by  idw 
for  the  choice  of  delegates  by  the  people  to  decide  on 
the  question  whether  the  proposed  -constitution  should  be 
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adopted^  was  wholly  silent  on  that  subject  He  does  not 
make  the  slightest  allusion  to  that  great  and  important 
question,  which,  while  he  was  penning  his  speech,  he  well 
knew  excited  the  anxious  solicitude  of  all  men,  not  only 
in  this,  but  in  every  state  in  the  Union. 

The  subject  was,  however,  brought  before  the  legisla- 
tore  on  the  17th  of  January,  1788,  by  a  resolution  oflfer- 
ed  by  Mr.  Egbert  Benson,  the  purport  of  which  was  that 
a  convention^  the  members  of  which  should  be  elect- 
ed by  the  people,  should  be  called  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  Congress.  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  a  mem- 
ber from  Ulster,  thereupon  proposed  a  preamble  to  the 
resolution  to  the  following  effect:  ''Whereas  the  said 
convention  of  the  states,  instead  of  revising  and  reporting 
alterations  and  revisions  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
have  reported  a  new  constitution  for  the  United  States, 
which,  if  adopted,  would  materially  alter  the  constitution 
and  government  of  this  state,  and  greatly  affect  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people  thereof."     Therefore,  &c. 

Mr.  Jones  in  support  of  this  preamble,  said,  ''  when  the 
members  of  the  convention  were  elected,  they  were  au- 
thorized only  to  amend  the  constitution  and  make  such 
alterations  therein  as  upon  being  confirmed  by  Congress, 
and  the  respective  state  legislatures  would  be  more  adequate 
to  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  *  *  •  The  conven- 
tion had  gone  beyond  their  powers,  and  instead  of  amend-- 
ing  the  constitution,  had  framed  a  new  oneJ*^ 

The  resolution,  however,  for  the  call  of  a  state  con* 
vention  finally  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

The  election  of  delegates  took  place  in  the  spring  of 
1788.  The  sole  question  which  appears  to  have  govern- 
ed the  electors  in  the  choice  of  delegates,  was  whether 
the  candidates  were  for  or  against  the  adoption  of  the  new 
constitution.  The  people  of  the  northern  and  middle 
counties  were  generally  against,  and   of  the   southern 
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counties  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Very  acrimonious  pirii- 
lieatioos  ai^ared  in  pamphlets  and  in  the  newspapers  oa 
each  side  of  the  question.  There  were  also  written  and 
published  many  very  able  dtssertations  both  for  and  againsl 
the  new  scheme  of  gove^ment^  add  it  was  about  thisperf* 
od  that  the  celebrated  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  Written  by 
Hamilton,  Jay  and  Madidon  were  publishdd,  extensively 
circulated  and  generally  read. 

In  the  city  of  New- York,  John  Jay,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, Chancellor  Livingston,  Richard  Mdrris,  then  dtikS 
justice,  and  James  Duane,  mayor  of  the  city,  were  chosen. 
The  strength  of  the  federal  party  in  the  city  of  New^ 
York,  and  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Jay,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  out  of  9688  votes,  which  were 
the  whole  number  taken,  he  received  2785. 

In  the  county  of  Albany,  where  the  new  constitution 
had  been  burned,  it  is  satd»  in  presence  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  city  of  Albany,*  Abraham  Ten  Broeok,t 

*Tbe  oeekitoi  Which  produeed  (hb  occdnmek,  wafs  m  ibllowv.  The  federalisti  of 
Albuiy  oa  muMng  new*  that  the  eooaStotkm  had  been  radSed  hy  Ihe  nsqutatio  nuB- 
ber  of  elatee,  appointed  a  day  to  celebnue  the  event.  Having  net  on  that  day*  they 
Armed  lAto  a  prOeeMloa  with  the  intention  of  inarching  through  the  principal  streeti  of 
iIm  eity.  They  w«re  M  by  <aea.  Seirayler  and  Stephen  Van  aebeKlier.  TIte  mM^ 
iMeraliata  on  the  tame  day  cane  togetlier  {  and  eoue  inflammacory  epeeelwe  were  maAe^ 
aiJd'ihe  ebcia6tittion  Wat  burnt  While  thu  highly  eicited,  the  two  parties  met  la 
Graen-atr^  and  the  aniHhilenttwe prulaetBd  aebheme  ct  prevendng  tlie «Micli  of  "ttl 
federallati  through  tliat  etreet.  They  procnred  a  cannon  and  loaded  it  with  pebblei  and 
graVdl,  With  a  tWw  to  itiacharge  it  in  caae  the  tederalisti  ihbuld  have  the  temerity  to  at- 
tM»^toft»reea  pa«a|e«  b^  eeme  of  the  more  teflBCtlhg  aad  toddetate  Itorf-^adtraBU 
in  order  to  prevent  each  an  outrage,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  majority  pf  timir  pol^ 
tfteal  fricndfl  tpiked  the  eanton.  The  belliferetot  partiiM  wfe're,  however,  '1^  tKla  timtt  •• 
tfmeh  exeiiedi  thai  tlUa prudent  prpeamlon  did nMpiVMhran Sftiy. 

Many  of  the'lbderallatt  with  a  view  of  adding  lo  the  pomp  of  thdr  eelebratloa,  wen 
clad  In  liMltary  d^iMe,  and  Canted  whh  them  fewbrdf,  guda  arid  bityoneis.  'It  know  iin- 
eertaln  which  party  commitied  the  fiiH  aetof  vMenee  i  it  la  (My  etttafh'^ttBdy  fcame 
10  blo#s,  and  that  the  aoti-lbdemllatB  threw  brick-bata  and  paving  atonea  at  the  Metal- 
Mi;  aiid  %Mlo  theU  thru  amitod  With  catldU  khd  bayonets.  ^veriO  peraohs  wef4 
^an^routly  wounded,  bat  tottthataly  neaa  were  fMaMy  filiund.'IUi<e  Il4fhnihil«^SA|j« 
of  Afbany,  who,  though  at  that  tine  quite  young,  was  an  eye  wltneaa  of  thia  traneactkM^ 
HtofhVoMd'  me  with  thit^aceoniit    ^Iker  W.  VM,  Mi  W^  diy  a  IkW^W  6f  ^bhafiie^ 

1  See  HoieB  aft  the  Md  of  the  V0IMM. 
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Jacot»  Cuyler^  Ffancte  NicoU,  i*  Blooilgoad,  ^l«r  Gim- 
seyoort,  (the  late  Qen.  Gansevoort,)  Johoi  LwMingy  jr., 
Robert  "^ates,  Henry  Outhout,  P^t^  VcctofnAii,  T.  A* 
Ten  Eyck,  and  Derick  Swart,  were  the  iuiti-fe4i90ll  Gaud*- 
dates,  and  were  elected.    [See  iNote  X.] 

The  gej^eral^i^esult  through  the  st^te,  v«^af  tl^  N^w-Yorl^ 
Westchester,  Kings  and  Richmond  coaptie^  chose  federal- 
ists ;  the  counties  of  Albany^  Montgoi^ery,  Wc^ngton, 
Columbia,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Orange  ^ati-ff^de^^lists, 
and  the  delegations  from  Sufiblk  and  Queens,  f^eie  divi- 
ded. The  whole  number  of  delega^s  w^  97.  This 
statement  of  their  number  and  political  chonicter,  19  taken 
from  the  Albany  Gazette  of  July,  1788^  aqd  which  pur- 
ports to  have  been  copied  by  the  Gazette  from  a  Fough- 
keepsie  Journal  which  contained  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention.  Mr.  William  Jay,  in  his  life  pf  John  Jay, 
(1  vol.  p.  266)  states  the  number  of  delegale^f  at  fifty-se- 
ven, and  of  this  number  he  says  *'no  less  t^a^  fort^nx 
were  anti-federalists.''  In  this  I  think  he  must  have  been 
incorrect. 

Besides  the  eminent  men  elected  from  the  cities  of 
New- York  and  Albany,  Gov.  Clinton  was  cbpsen  from 
the  county  of  Ulster,  Gen.  James  CUnton,  the  father  of 
De  Witt  t)linton,  from  the  county  of  Onu)ge  ;  Melancton 
Smith  from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and  sundry  other  em- 
inent fnen  from  the  counties  situate  on  $bQ  North  River. 
Indeed  I  think  it  reasonable  to  believe  th^t  this  convey* 
tion  contained,  if  not  all,  a  very  large  proportion  qC  thf> 
men  of  influence  and  talents  v|rho  were  then  op  the  poe- 
tical stage. 

aUefMlDeiKe*  wat  one  of  the  niott  icllve  leaden  of  the  aati-Mereilaii  in  thta  ftwtw^ 
wutvouldprobaUybaveloat  bitUfctnt^  eonSiet,  tf'Jh»  had  not  been  aavei  by  i^ 
■ddren  of  Mr.  Dennteoo.  and  ftirniahed  by  him  witi)  a  place  of  ieAly.  ^.  4IwMmb 
O.  I«Mliic  anocher  aBd-MeralittSf  wai  alio  ezpoied  to  iinniinent  danger.  Thli,  I  bop 
Jeve,  waa  theonly  Inftance  hi  whleh  V?f  vvbfie  jeees  vae  vtabHed  diiHsf  Aie  eQBlro> 
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It  WIS  (Organized  on  the  17th  Jane,  1788,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  George  Clmton  president ;  atid  it  immediate- 
ly proceeded  to  form  a  code  of  rules  for  its  government. 
On  the  19th,  the  discussion  commenced. 

Chancellor  Livingston  opened  the  debate  by  a  very  clo* 
quent  address  to  the  convention.  He  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  union  to  this  state^  especially  on  account 
of  its  peculiar  local  situation.  He  traced  generally  the 
leading  and  radical  defects  of  the  then  existing  confede- 
ration, and  strongly  urged  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  question  thetf  to  be  considered  ;  and  the  duty  of  the 
members  of  the  convention,  that  they  should  divest  them- 
selves of  every  preconceived  prejudice,  and  deliberate 
with  the  utmost  coolness,  moderation  and  candor. 

The  discussion  of  the  various  clauses  of  the  constitu- 
tion continued  three  weeks,  during  which  several  impor- 
tant amendments  were  proposed  and  adopted  In  addi- 
tion to  the  amendments  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
convention  of  Massachusetts,  (for  which  see  Hd  Pitkin's 
Civil  and  Political  History  of  the  United  States,  267—8,) 
the  New- York  convention  proposed  (2  Ham.  281)  "  among 
others  of  less  importance,  that  no  persons,  except  natural 
bom  citizens,  or  such  as  were  citizens  on  or  before  the 
4th  of  July,  1776,  or  held  commissions  under  the  United 
States  during  the  war,  and  had  since  July  4th,  1776,  be- 
come citizens  of  some  one  of  the  states,  should  be  eligible 
to  the  places  of  president,  vice-president,  or  members  of 
congress — ^that  no  standing  army  be  kept  up  in  time  of 
peace,  without  the  assent  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses— 
that  congress  should  not  declare  war  without  the  same 
majority — that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  oorpu? 
should  not  be  suspended  for  a  longer  term  than  six  monthf 
— that  no  capitation  tax  should  ever  be  laid — that  no  per 
son  be  eligible  as  a  senator  for  more  than  six  years  in  any 
tenm  of  twelve  years ;  and  that  the  state  legislatures  migh< 
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recall  their  senaton — that  no  member  of  CongreM  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States — ^that  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  of  bank- 
ruptcy, should  only  extend  to  merchants  and  other  tra- 
ders— ^that  no  person  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president 
a  third  time — that  the  president  should  not  command  an 
army  in  the  field  without  the  previous  consent  of  Congress 
— ^that  Congress  should  not  constitute  any  tribunals  or  in- 
ferior eourts,  with  any  other  than  appellate  jurisdictwnj 
except  in  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction, 
and  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  seas;  and  in  all  other  cases,  to  which  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States,  extended,  and  in  which  the 
supreme  court  had  not  original  jurisdiction,  the  causes 
should  be  heard  in  the  state  courts,  with  right  of  appeal 
to  the  supreme  or  other  courts  of  the  United  States — that 
the  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments  should  consist  of 
the  senate,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  senior  judge  of  the  highest  court  in  each 
state — that  persons  aggrieved  by  any  judgment  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  any  case  in  which  that  court  had  original 
jurisdiction,  should  be  entitled  to  a  review  of  the  same  by 
commissioners,  not  exceeding  seven,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  president  and  senate — that  the  judicial  power  should 
extend  to  no  controversies  respecting  kmdy  unless  relating 
to  claims  of  territory  or  jurisdiction  between  states  or  be* 
tween  individuals,  or  between  states  and  individuals  under 
grants  of  different  states — that  the  militia  should  not  be 
eompeHed  to  serve  without  the  limits  of  the  state  for  a  long^ 
er  term  than  six  weeks^  without  the  consent  of  the  legislaturs 
thereof — and  that  Congress  should  not  impose  any  excise 
on  any  article,  (ardent  spirits  excepted,)  of  the  growth, 
production,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them. 


Ob  the  11th  of  July,  Mi*.  J^y  tnored  <'  that  the  coD«ti- 
kitiod  be  ratified,  and  that  whatever  amendments  might 
be  deenied  expedient,  should  be  recommended.^^  This 
motion  called  but  the  most  vigorous  o{q)omtion  on  the 
part  of  the  anti-fisderalists.  They  had  been  elected  with 
the  express  understanding  that  unless  the  proposed  consti- 
tQticHi  should  be  materially  altered,  they  should  vote  for 
its  rejection;  and  no  doubt  thay  sincerely  believed  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  adopt  it,  as  it  came  from  the  hands 
of  the  national  convention.  They  therefore  proposed 
tOr  amend  Mr.  Jay's  resolution  so  that  it  should  read,  ^'that 
the  constitution  be  ratified  on  the  condition  that  certain 
specified  amendments  should  be  made.  A  long,  able  and 
eloquent  discussion  followed;  but  before  any  decisive  vote 
was  taken,  news  arrived  that  the  convention  of  New- 
Hampshire  bad  adopted  the  constitution  as  reported  by 
the  national  convention.  It  will  be  recollected  that  by 
Im  article  of  the  constitution,  when  nine  states  should  ra- 
tify it,  it  was  then  declared  adopted,  and  of  course  the  re- 
maining.states,  which  refused  their  assent  to  its  adoption, 
were  to  be  considered  as  seceding  from  the  Union.  The  ra- 
tification of  the  constitution  by  New*Hampshire,  furnished 
evidence  that  the  requisite  number  of  the  states  had  adopt* 
ed  it  After  the  news  of  this  event  was  received  at 
Ponghkeepsie,  the  question  which  the  New- York  conven- 
tion had  to  decide  was  changed.  It  was  no  longer  a  ques- 
tion whether  they  preferred  the  new  constitution  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  ;  but  the  true  question  now 
was,  whether  they  would  secede  from  the  Union?  And 
here,  in  passing,  I  take  leave  to  remark  that  Gov.  CHin- 
ton  and  his  friends  discovered  a  defect  in  policy  or  party 
tact,  in  postponing  to  so  late  a  day,  the  meeting  of  the 
New-York  convention  (for  they  had  the  power  to  fix  tht 
time  of  meeting,)  because,  if  they  had  appointed  an  ear* 
lier  day,  tiie  state  of  New- York,  being  at  that  time  a  cen 
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tnl  state,  and  eruk  then  influential  and  powerfnl,  if  it 
had  early  decided  against  the  constitution,  its  opinion  and 
decision  might  have  had  suf&deat  influence  with  the  othef 
atates  to  have  prev^ted  so  many  as  nine  of  tiiem  from 
adopting  it.  This  the  anti-federalists  should  have  done, 
instead  of  waiting  until  nine  or  ten  states  had  met  and 
decided  in  its  favor,  and  thus  changing  the  character  and 
nature  of  the  question  from  one  of  constitution  making, 
to  a  question  involving  in  it  the  tremendous  consequence 
of  a  secesuon  from  the  Union. 

The  federalists  now  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment 
oflered  by  the  anti-federalists,  by  substituting  the  words 
"in  full canjidenc^^ for  the  words  "on  condition*'  so  that 
Mr.  Jay's  resolution  would  read, 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  be  ratified  in  full  con^ 
fidmce  that  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  convention 
will  be  adopted." 

To  this  resolution,  a  resolution  of  immense  moment,  a 
portion  of  the  anti-federalists — ^I  presume,  under  the  c<hi- 
fidential  advisement  of  Gov.  Clinton,  (for  Melancton  Smith, 
his  constant  and  unwavering  friend,  the  man  whom  Qen. 
Hamilton  regarded  as  his  moAiformidable  opponent,  was 
one  of  them) — ^with  great  hesitation  and  reluctance,  yielded 
tbeir  assent 

They  were  no  doubt  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  New- York  was  saciifloing  too  much  political  power, 
and  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  natural  advantages  secu- 
red to  her  by  her  geographical  position,  and  with  the 
painful  af^[>rehension  that  so  much  power  by  the  proposed 
constitution  was  conferred  on  the  general  government,  as 
might  endanger  die  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
the  independence  of  the  states.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
confusion  then  prevaiKng  in  the  commercial  regnlationi 
of  the  different  states;  the  jealousies  and  collisions  which 
ii  was  reasonable  to  anticipate  would  grow  up,   and 


90  POLITICAL  BUTOBT»  [1768. 

already  began  to  shew  themselves  amoi^  the  states ;  the 
prostration  of  the  credit  of  the  national  confederacy  which 
at  that  time  had  occurred;  the  want  of  confidence  evinced 
by  the  European  governments  in  the  ability  of  Congress 
to  enforce  the  performance  of  treaties;  the  incompetency 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  enable  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce,  to  resuscitate  public  credit  and  compel 
the  performance  of  treaties;  the  improbability  that  the 
requisite  number  of  states  would  concur  in  such  amend- 
ments to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  as  suited  the  views 
of  the  anti-federalists;  the  danger  which  would  inevitably 
result  to  the  state  of  New- York,  by  a  secession  of  that 
state  from  the  Union;  and  the  already  threatened  determi- 
nation of  the  old  southern  district  to  separate  from  the 
other  part  of  the  state,  and  become  an  integral  portion  of 
that  section  of  the  Union  which  should  adopt  the  constitu- 
tion in  case  the  convention  should  reject  it,  finally  induced 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  anti-federal  members  of  the 
convention  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, as  with  the  federalists  to  constitute  a  small  majo- 
rity of  that  body. 

On  this  solemn  occasion,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  who 
had  been  elected  as  an  anti-federalist,  and  in  truth  was 
such,  is  reported  to  have  expressed  his  own  views,  and 
probably  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  political  friends 
who  acted  with  him,  in  the  following  manner. 

''  Mr.  Prbsidbnt — ^I  hope  for  indulgence  from  this  hono- 
rable house,  that  I  may  shortly  state  the  reasons  which 
actuate  me,  for  taking  the  part  I  do  in  the  business  before 
us.  The  great  and  final  question  on  the  constitution  is 
now  to  be  taken.  Permit  me,  sir,  again  to  say,  that  I 
have  had  a  severe  struggle  in  my  mind  between  duty  and 
prejudice*  I  entered  this  house  as  fully  determined  on 
previous  amendments,  (I  sincerely  believe,)  as  any  one 
member  in  it    Nothing,  sir,  but  a  conviction  that  I  am 


1788.]  ctf"  NflW-YOKX.  '  97 

serving  the  most  ^sswtial  interests  of  my  coontrj,  could 
ever  Induce  me  to  take  another  ground,  and  differ  from  so 
many  of  my  friends  on  this  iioon  I  think,  sir,  I  am  in 
this,  pursuing  the  object  I  had  at  first  in  view — the  real 
good  of  my  country.  With  respect  to  the  constitution 
itself,  I  have  the  same  idea  I  ever  had — ^that  is,  that  there 
is  not  safety  under  it  unless  amended.  Sometime  after 
we  first  meft,  sir,  a  majority  of  those  in  this  house  who 
apposed  it,  did  not  determine  to  reject  it  Only  one 
question  then  remained — which  was  the  most  el^ible  mode 
to  ensure  a  general  convention  of  the  states,  to  reconsider 
it,  in  order  to  have  the  essential  amendments  engrafted  in 
iti  i  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  reasons  which  have 
repeatedly  been  urged  on  this  head,  but  only  to  say,  that 
on  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  reflection  on  this  mo- 
mentous occasion,  the  result  of  my  judgment  is,  that  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  on  the  table,  with  the  bill  of 
rights  and  amendments  contained  in  it,  and  the  circular 
letter  to  the  different  states  accompanying  it,  is,  consider* 
ing  wir  present  situation  with  respect  to  our  sister  states, 
the  wisest  and  best  measure  we  can  possibly  pursue.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  for  it. 

^'As  an  American,  I  am  proud  of  my  country — as  a 
whig,  I  love  it,  and  feel  the  duty  of  guarding  its  rights 
aiid  freedom  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  And,  sir,  con- 
sidering my  situation  in  this  houte,  as  a  representative  of 
a  respectable  county,  I  feel  the  weight  of  duty  increasing 
in  a  redoubled  proportion. 

^'  Sir,  I  know  I  was  elected  a  member  of  this  convention 
from  a  confidence  the  people  had  in  my  integrity;  and, 
sir,  I  trust  1  am  at  this  instant  giving  them  an  unques- 
tionable evidence  of  it  The  people  of  the  county  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  are,  in  general,  thinking  and  sen- 
sible, and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  but  they  soon  will. 
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if  ikay  at  pvMent  do  nol,  tee  the  piopnoty  of  the  meaiaio 
here  pursued 

'^But,  sir,  I  wovid  beg  leave  ilo  mentioD.  another"  oHiai- 
demtioa,  of  a  nature  iafinitely  supenor  to  anything  which 
posaiUy  can  be  put  in  coinpettdoa  with  It,  as  a  motive  ef 
action— ^«n  approving  conscience,  and  an  approving  God. 
I  must  hereafter  stand  at  a  bar,  where,  if  the  moat  trifling 
oooduct  Huist  be  accouated  for,  (and  wbieh  I  fully  be- 
lieve,) truly  this  most  important  transaction  of  my  Ufe 
will  be  strictly  scrutiniaed.  1V>  that  awful  Being  who 
will  there  preside,  I  would,  with  due  submission  and  hu- 
mility, appeal  for  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions.  I  hope, 
sir,  the  house  wiU  pardon  me  for  having  been  so  personal 
ia  this  address.  I  owe  it,  sir,  to  them  as  well  as  myseli^ 
especially  to  a  part  of  our  side  of  the  house,  who  I  have 
no  doubt,  are  actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  and  are 
equally  consciencious  with  myself,  on  this  occasion;  and 
wtdi  whom  and  every  friend  to  his  country,  I  will  steadily 
persevere  in  every  possible  means  to  procure  this  desira- 
ble object — a  revision  of  the  constitution.  For  a  con- 
sistency in  conduct  to  this  honorable  house,  to  my  consti- 
tuents, and  to  my  country,  on  this  occasion,  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness  do  I  submit  myself." 

The  final  vote  was  taken  soon  after  the  delivery  of  this 
speech.  Fiftyrseven  members,  exclusive  of  the  President, 
(Qov.  Clinton,)  were  present,  thh-ty  of  whom  voted  for 
the  ratification  of  thp  constitution,  and  twenty-seven 
against  it  Mr.  William  Jay  (2  Jay,  a6».)  says  tiie  con- 
stitution was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only. 
In  this  he  em — ^I  have  now  before  me  the  names  of  those 
who  voted  and  llie  manner  in  which  thay  voted.  There 
was  a  majority  of  three  ip  fiivor  of  the  constitution. 

This  momentous  decision  took  place  on  26th  July,  1780. 
A  correspondent  from  Poughkeepsie    ou   jns  occamon 
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wrote  to  hk  friend  in  New- York  in  the  foDowing  rather 
sarcastic  manner: 

*'  After  ratif}ring,'hi8  exoefieocy  the  Bresident,  according 
to  a  nouce  given  last  Thursday,  addressed  the  convention 
very  pohielg.  The  purport  (tf  which  was,  that  until  a 
convention  was  called  to  consider  the  amendments  now 
rebO(Hthend6il  by  (His  conreritioni,  the  probability  was 
that  the  bddy  df  thfe  pedpie  Wfa6  ^re  Opposed  to  the  con- 
sthiltidn  W6Uitii  not  be  iiatisfibd;  he  wbtild,  however,  as 
f^  as  fab  pdWer  and  Iriflli^nce  would ^i^tbnd,  endeavor  to 
'keep  tip  peace  dhd  gbod  oi'der  among  Yhem.  To  which 
tiie  in^mbets  arid  spectat6ts  Were  V^ry  attentive,  ahd  knore 
'iKan  k  tommilm  pleai^antiUss  app^ated  ih  their  counte- 

A  dreuCar  fetter  cb-awh  by  Mr.  Jay,  addressed  to  the 
other  states  of  the  tJnion,  earnestly  requesting  them  ib 
'6oK>p^rate  with  this  state  in  an  effort  to  obtain,  by  means 
of  a  convention  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  the  adoption 
of  the  amendments  which  the  New- York  convention  had 
annexed  to  their  ratification,  was  then  read  and  subscrib- 
ed by  all  the  members  present.  Hie  convention  immedi- 
ately tfterwatds  adjbumed  without  day. 
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CHAPTER    11. 

FEOM  THS  ADOPTION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  CSONSTTTUTIOM,  TO  THE 
GENERAL  STATE  ELECTION  IN  tnSL 

After  the  adoption  of  the  federal  coostitation,  and  the 
organization  of  a  national  government  in  pursuance  of  it, 
and  the  unanimous  election  of  Gen.  Washington  for  the 
first  President,  all  dbputes  about  the  principles  contained 
in  the  constitution  seemed  for  a  moment  to  subside,  and 
all  men  appeared  to  unite  in  supporting  the  general  go- 
vernment in  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  functions. 
Judge  Yates,  whom  we  have  seen  zealously  opposing  the 
constitution,  both  in  the  national  and  state  conventions, 
a  few  days  after  the  ratification  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  giv- 
ing a  charge  to  the  grand  jury  in  Albany,  stated  to  them 
that,  although  *'  before  the  constitution  was  ratified  he  had 
been  opposed  to  it,  it  was  now  his  and  every  other  man's 
cluty  to  support  it."  But  notwithstanding  this  apparent 
general  acquiescence,  the  parties  which  bad  been  'formed 
in  the  state  of  New-York,  on  the  question  of  adopting  the 
United  States  constitution,  still  continued  to  exist,  although 
the  cause  of  their  political  association  had  ceased.  The 
patronage  of  the  national  government  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Gen.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Jay  and  Gen.  Schuyler  with 
the  president,  was  generally  bestowed  upon  men  either 
personally  or  politically  hostile  to  Gov.  Clinton ;  and 
Gen.  Hamilton,  it  will  be  found,  always  spoke  of  him  un- 
favorably. Accordingly,  John  Jay  was  appointed  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States;  James  Duane  judge  of  the 
district  of  New- York;  Richard  Harrison,  United  States 
attorney,  and  William  S.  Smith,  marshal;  all  active  and 
zealous  opponents  of  Gov.  Clinton.  Gen.  Hamilton 
himself,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  opposition  to  the 
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Clinton  party,  and  was  indeed  the  life  and  soul  of  that 
oppoaitioD,  was  made  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States;  Although  these  gentlemen  were  all  of 
them  eminently  fitted  for  the  offices  to  which  they  were 
respectively  appointed,  yet  while  such  men  as  Melancton 
Smith,  Judge  Yates,  &c.  &c  were  to  be  found  among 
the  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
this  exclusive  selection  of  his  opponents  as  the  recipients 
of  the  bounty  of  the  United  States  government,  would 
have  been  made  in  the  entire  absence  of  party  views. 
There  seems  to  me  good  reasons  for  believing  that  the 
design  of  Gen.  Hamilton  and  his  federal  friends  in  this 
state,  who  had  the  ear  of  Washington,  was,  so  to  use  the 
national  patronage  as  to  curtail  the  influence  of  Gov. 
Clinton,  and  finally  prostrate  both  him  and  his  party. 
But  Mr.  Clinton  was  still  strong  in  the  affections  of  the 
people.  A  majority  of  the  legislature  was  with  him,  and 
the  absolute  control  he-  held  over  the  patronage  of  the 
state,  gave  him  an  influence  far  greater  than  the  patrcHiage 
of  the  general  government  would  have  conferred  on  any 
individual  citizen,  if  the  power  of  distributing  it  had  been 
▼ested  in  that  individual  alone. 

There  were  in  the  constitution  of  this  state,  which  was 
adopted  in  17T7,  two  anomalies.  The  one  was  the  coun- 
cil of  revision,  composed  of  the  chancellor,  judges  of 
the  supreme  court  and  governor^  which  held  a  nega- 
tive upon  all  laws  unless  passed  by  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature;  and  the  other  was,  the  organi- 
zation of  the  appointing  power.  That  power  was  created 
in  the  following  manner:  The  state,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  senators,  was  divided  into  four  great  districts, 
the  southern,  middle,  eastern  and  western.  Out  of  each 
district,  once  in  every  year,  the  assembly  were  required 
Openly  to  nominate  and  appoint  one  senator,  which  sena- 
tors when  tlius  selected,  were,  together  with  the  governor, 
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4o  f(ntn'  a  cowcil  of  apfXMntfnditt  The  gotBmor  bad  t 
right  to  ^ve  a  casting  vote,  but  had  no  vote  for  any  father 
purpose.  He  was  constitated  the  premdent  of  this  board, 
and  by  the  2dd  article  of  the  constitution,  be  was  requirdi 
''  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  to  appoial 
ail  officers"  whose  appointment  was  not  otherwise  pre* 
vided  for  in  that  constitution*  Under  this  clause,  tfai 
governor  claimed  and  exercised,  and  in  my  judgmenti 
rightfully,  (although  that  claim,  when  atteoqited  to  be 
exercised  by  Grov.  Clinton's  successor,  was*iiesisted,)  the 
excIusiYe  right  of  nomination.  All  civil  and  military 
officers,  from  the  heads  of  the  dispartmeots,  chancellor 
and  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  down  to  and  mcludii^ 
all  justices  of  the  peace  and  auctioneers,  with  the  exoep* 
tion  of  the  state  treasurer  and  a  few  petty  city  and  town 
officers,  were  thus  in. effect,  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  remark  in  this  place  as 
any  other,  that  the  form  of  the  government  of  New* 
York,  was  originally  less  democratic  than  that  of  any 
other  state  in  the  Union.  This  was  probably  owing  to 
two  causes^  The  one  was,  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  there  was  more  of  aristocracy  here  then  in 
any  other  state.  In  the  city  of  New-York,  there  were 
several  wealthy,  and  what,  although  the  country  was 
young,  may  be  called  ancient  families.  In  Westchester 
were  the  Morrises  and  Van  Cortlands;  along  the  North 
river,  were  the  Livingstons,  Coldens,  &c.;  at  Albany, 
were  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  Schuylers;  and  as  far  west^ 
to  Johnstown,  the  powerful  and  popular  Sir  WiHiam 
Johnson  had  stationed  himself.  Several  of  these  families 
held  large  tracts  of  land,,  and  derived  a  princely  support 
from  a  numerous  tenantry.  Such  e  condition  of  things 
aaust  have  createdidifierent  manners,  a  different  current  of 
thought  wd  reasoning,  aadin  fact,  an  entirely  different 


aUit^  of  aoeu^ty  from  that  which  exif led  ia  qno^t  of  our 
sister  states,  and  particularly  those  of  New-JSoglaod.     . 

The  other  eauae  which  I  shall  mentiooy  is  that  the  con- 
stitutioa  of  New-YorJ[,  was  one  of  the  first  that  was 
fnuoed.  That  pure  and  patriotic  tover  of  liberty,  John 
Jay,  who  was  its  principal  author,  had  neither  precedeot 
por  experience  to  guide  him.  He  knew  from  the  history 
oi  ancient  republics,  that  national  liberty  had  been  oft' 
ten  endangered  and  sometimes  annihilated,  by  th#t  stal)^ 
of  anarchy  which  resulted  from  yesting  too  much  power 
in  the  ntmllitude;  aad  was  anxious  to  guard  againpt  it 
Hence  the  independent  tenure  of  office  of  the  state  jo* 
diciary;  hence  the  restriction  on  the  right  of  suffrage^  and 
hence  the  imo^eose  patronage  conferred  by  the  con8|tit»- 
tioo  of  1777,  on  the  executive.*  Mr.  Jay  did  not  at  that 
time  know — ^he  could  not  know,  what  a  jQood  of  light  the 
common  school  system  was  about  to  pour  upon  the  «iaai 
of  mind.  He  did  not  anticipate  that  a  moral  reroluticm  in 
the  human  intellect  was  to  succeed  the  politiqal  revolutioD 
in  the  United  States.     [*See  Note  K.] 

But  if  the  patronage  placed  by  the  constitution  ia  iKa 
hands  of  Gov.  Clinton  was  great,  certain  it  is  that  few 
men  ever  lived  iti  this  or  any  other  state,  who  knew  better 
bow  to  reoder  that  patronage  subservient  to  the  ppliti^ 
views  of  Jhimself  and  his  friends,  and  at  the  same  ^i^ 
avoid  any  juat  groi^nd  of  complajint  on  the  part  of  tht 
public  He  knew  men,  and  knew  them  well;  and  k^w 
bow  by  (he  qoeans  within  his  {>ower,  to  mould  tham  to^his 
purposes;  while  his  si^acity  and  prudence  prevented  hw$ 
frpm  resorting  to  violent  acts,  or  to  ^  apparent  proaoiJipr- 
tive  system  i^nst  those  who  differed  from  him  m  opinion* 
In  the  exercise  of  the  appointing  power,  bis  policy,  though 
liberal^  was^^te^y;  and  all  his  appointments  seem  tohavft 
bee^»  ;»nd  qo  doubt  were,  well  ^calculated  to  sustain  binv* 
sjsjlf  10^  his j^7,l\g|LW«t  the  weight  of  nhais^cter  ^nd  in^ 
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fluenoe  of  his  opponentSy  wieldiog  as  tbey  did,  the  whole 
patronage  of  the  general  government. 

On  the  18th  Oct,  1788,  the  governor  issued  a  procla- 
mation requirmg  the  legislature  to  meet  at  Albany  on  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  alleging  that  events  had  occur- 
red since  their  last  meeting,  which  rendered  it  necessary 
that  they  should  convene  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  fixed 
by  law  for  their  annual  meeting.  On  the  day  appointed, 
the  legislature  met,  and  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  was  unanimous- 
ly elected  speaker  of  the  assembly. 

The  governor  in  his  speech,  stated  to  the  two  houses, 
that  he  had  convened  them  at  that  early  day,  that  he  might 
seasonably  lay  before  them  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention at  Poughkeepsie,  and  the  ordinance  of  congress 
for  putting  in  operation  the  constitution  for  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  adopted  by  that  convention.  He 
invited  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  New- York  convention,  and  to  the  decla- 
ration of  rights  which  accompanied  the  ratification,  and  he 
alleged  that  the  act  of  ratification  was  assented  to  '<  on 
the  express  confidence,  that  the  exercise  of  different  pow- 
ers, would  be  suspended  until  it  should  undergo  a  revi- 
sion by  a  general  convention  of  the  states."  He  there- 
fore urged  them  to  use  their  best  endeavors  for  efl!ecting  a 
measure  (a  general  convention,)  so  earnestly  recommend- 
ed by  the  convention,  and  anxionsly  desired  by  their  con- 
stituents." 

I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  so  sagacious  a  politician 
as  Gov.  Clinton,  seriously  anticipated  that  another  na- 
tional convention  would  or  could  be  called.  It  seems 
more  probable  that  this  recommendation,  and  the  early 
call  of  the  legislature,  were  intended  to  aflford  evidence  of 
the  sincerity  of  his  past  opposition  to  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, and  as  a  manoeuvre  to  keep  his  party  together  in  the 
state  of  New- York.    Eleven  states  had  adopted  the  con 
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sidtotion  in  the  farm  reported  by  the  national  convention, 
and  most  of  them,  I  believe,  without  suggesting  any  ma- 
terial alterations.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  these  states 
woald  consent  to  give  up  all  they  had  done,  suffer  the 
great  questions  which  had  been  settled  by  a  majority  of 
the  states  to  be  again  agitated,  and  put  every  thing  afloat 
by  the  call  of  a  new  conventioni 

On  the  15th  of  December,  the  two  houses  proceeded  to 
elect  five  delegates  to  represent  the  state  in  the  continen- 
tal congress.  In  the  election  of  these  delegates,  the  par- 
ty lines  were  distinctly  developed.  The  delegates  sup- 
ported by  the  anti-federal  party  in  the  assembly  were, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  David  Gelston,  Philip  Pell,  John 
Hathom,  and  Samuel  Jones;  those  supported  by  the  fe- 
deralists were  £zra  L'Hommedieu,  Egbert  Benson,  Leo- 
nard Gansevoort,  Alexander  Hamilton  and  John  Law- 
rence. The  anti-federal  candidates  were  nominated  by 
the  assembly  by  an  average  majority  of  about  ten  votes, 
but  the  senate  nominated  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  and  the  oth- 
er federal  candidates.  Upon  a  joint  ballot  the  anti-fede- 
ralists were  elected.  This  vote  shows  that  the  federalists 
had  gained  considerably  in  the  assembly  since  the  session 
ct  1787,  and  had  actually  obtained  a  majority  in  the  senate. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  although  by  the  United  States 
constitution,  the  government  under  it  was  to  go  into  ope- 
ration the  succeeding  spring,  and  therefore,  provision  by 
a  law  of  the  respective  states  for  the  appointment  of  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice-president,  and  for  the  election 
of  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  was  required 
to  be  made,  the  governor  in  his  annual  address,  did  not 
allude  to  the  subject  The  senate,  however,  early  sent 
to  the  assembly,  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
presidential  electors,  but  on  the  2dd  of  December,  the 
house,  by  a  vote  of  38  to  21,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ad- 
gate,  rejected  the  bill.    The  assembly,  on  the  same  day. 
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in  comouUee  of  the  whole,  resolved  timt  a  eoouniitee  be 
appointed  te  draft  an  address  of  the  legjalature  to  non- 
gress,  requesting  thai  body  as  early  as  possible^  to  oali  & 
convention  for  the  purpose  o[  proposing  aroendments  lo 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  These  acts  show 
very  conclusively  the  temper  and  feelings  o(  the  party 
which  held  the  majority  in  the  assen»hly.  fiqt  1  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  such  men  as  Samuel  Jones,  Gilbert 
Livingston^  Edward  Savi^  and  other  nsieiiibera  of  that 
body,  really  entertained  an  expectation  that  a  second  con- 
vention would  be  called,  or  thai  the  constitution  as  adopt- 
ed, would  not  go  into  operation*  I  regard  their  move- 
ments as  haying  been  prompted  solely  by  a  desire  of  ex- 
citing public  attention,  and  of  disoipUning  and  more  effec- 
tually combining  together  their  party,  of  which  Gov.  Clin- 
ton was  the  head.  Accordingly  we  find  that  provision  was 
shortly  afterwards  made  for  the  appcnntment  of  electoiv 
of  president  and  vice-president,  and  on  the  19th  January, 
Mr.  Jones  (an  anti-federalist)  introduced  into  the  assem- 
bly a  bill  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of  ohoosing 
senators  of  the  United  States.  But  the  two  houses  could 
not  agree  on  the  mode  of  choosic^  senators,  the  ooiMie- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  no  senators  in  ^eoofprem  ware 
elected  by  that  legislature,  and  New- York  was  not  i^re- 
sented  in  the  United  States  senate,  during  the  first  asssioii 
of  the  first  congress.  Presidential  electors  were,  how- 
ever, chosen,  and  a  law  was  passed  by  the  New- York  le- 
gislature for  dividing  the  state  into  Districts,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  election  of  six  memben  of  the  hmise  of  le^ 
preseatatives  of  the  United  States.  Egbert  Benson,  Wit- 
liam  Floyd,  John  Hathorn,  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
Peter  Sylvester,  were,  under  this  ls(w,  elected  4he  fimt 
members  of  congress  fnw  Ihis  slate,  under  the  fmsent 
constitution. 


Dwiti^  liiii  teiikni  of  the  New-YoriL  hgidhnure,  the 
act  **  for  the  amendment  of  tli^law  and  better  advance- 
roent  of  jostke^'  was  passed.  This  knportant  statiiley 
which  not  only  greatly  improved  the  practice  of  law» 
but  introdaced  some  new  and  vahiable  imprDvementa  la 
our  system  of  juriqurudence,  was  drawn  by  Saasuel  Jones^ 
and  probably  its  passage  was  in  a  great  measure  effected 
through  one  or  both  branches  of  the  Ksgislatore,  (for  it 
encountered  a  vigorous  opposition  in  the  senate,)  by  his 
address,  talents  and  bfluence.  This  act,  together  with 
many  other  important  laws,  particularly  those  relating  lo 
real  estate  were  drawn  by  that  great  man  and  eminent  and 
learned  lawyer.  They  are,  it  Is  true,  mainly  transcripts 
from,  and  digests  of,  the  British  statutes,  hut  the  ex- 
treme care  and  accuracy  with  wieh  he  executed  this  task, 
afford  decisive  evidence  of  clearness  of  intellect  and  great 
l^al  acumen.     [See  Note  L.] 

The  term  of  ofiico  of  Crov.  Ciinton  would  expire  in 
July,  1789,  the  political  year  und^  the  old  constiCotion  ter- 
minating at  that  period  of  time.  As  the  election  for  go- 
vernor was  to  take  place  in  April  followmg,  that  circum- 
stance added  to  die  excitement  in  the  ranks  of  the  two 
parties;  and  dieir  movements,  both  as  respected  mea- 
sures and  the  state  appointments,  appear  to  have  been 
made  with  some  reference  to  that  event.  I  shall  relate 
one  iDstanee  of  the  management  of  the  governor,  with 
regard  to  an  important  appointment  which  was  proposed* 

The  supreme  eourt  at  that  time  consisted  of  three  judg^ 
es  only.  It  was  urged,  and  at  this  juncture  particularly 
pressed  by  the  federalists,  that  the  increase  of  population, 
business  and  consequent  litigation  in  the  stete,  required 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge;  and  it  will  not 
be  forgotten  ^at  under  die  old  eonstitutfon,  the  comei 
of  appointment  might,  in  their  discretioii,  increase  the 
number  of  judges,  it  being,  hoipever,  optional  with  the  le- 
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gUature  wether  they  would  make  pronstoa  for  the  sa- 
lary of  such  additional  judges.  The  members  of  the 
council  of  appointment  chosen,  in  1788,  were  Jacob  Swart* 
wout,  David  Hopkins,  Lewis  Morris  and  Philip  Schuyler, 
a  majority  of  whom  were  federalists.  From  a  letter  pur- 
porting to  have  been  written  by  a  member  of  the  legisla* 
tore,  publbhedin  the  Albany  Gazette,  in  January,  1789,  it 
appears  that  early  in  the  session,  the  members  of  the 
council,  urged  the  governor  to  call  them  together  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a  fourth  judge.  *'  He  gave  them 
for  answer,"  (says  the  letter  writer, )"  that  when  his  bu- 
siness would  admit,  and  necessity  required,  he  would  do 
so.  The  next  day  the  house  elected  a  new  council, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Van  Ness,  Williams,  Townsend 
and  Hathom,  all  anti-federalists." 

The  success  of  the  federalists  in  procuring  the  adoption 
of  the  United  States  constitution,  and  the  disposition 
generally  manifested  by  the  people  to  support  the  general 
government,  induced  their  leaders  in  New- York  and  Alba- 
ny, to  make  a  vigorous  opposition  to  the  re-election  of 
Gov.  Clinton;  and  the  open  and  zealous  oppositon  he  had 
made  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  inspired 
them  with  sanguine  hopes  of  success.  Their  great  diffi- 
culty was  to  find  a  suitable  and  strong  candidate.  In  the 
year  1785,  Mr.  Jay  had  been  applied  to,  to  stand  a  candi- 
date for  governor,  by  Gen.  Schuyler  and  other  distinguish- 
ed federalists,  but  he  peremptorily  declined.  His  reasons 
^r  declining  are  contained  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him 
to  Gen.  Schuyler,  dated  June  10, 1785.  They  are  credit- 
able to  him  as  a  citizeo  and  a  patriot  He  stated,  that  **  if 
a  change  had,  in  the  general  opinion,  become  not  only 
advisable  but  neceMory,  and  the  good  expected  from  that 
change  depended  on  Aim,"  the  objections  he  then  made 
WQuld  have  yielded  to  the  consideration  that  a  good  citi- 
zen ought  cheerfullv  to  take  any  station  which  on  such 
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occasion,  hi^  country  might  think  proper  to  assign  to 
him,  without  in  the  least  regarding  personal  consequences; 
but  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  such  occasion 
did  not  then  exist.  (1  Jay,  198.)  In  1789,  the  official 
services  of  Mr.  Jay  in  organizing  the  new  national  govern- 
ment, were  much  needed;  and  we  have  seen  that  be  was 
soon  after  placed  at  the  head  of  the  judiciary  of  the  United 
States.     He  therefore  was  not  to  be  thought  of. 

On  the  11th  February,  a  meeting  of  Federalists  was 
held  in  the  city  of  New- York,  at  which  Robert  Yates  was 
nominated  as  the  opposing  candidate  to  Gov.  Clinton. 
At  this  meeting,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Robert  Troupi 
Wm.  Duer,  Aaron  Burr,  and  sundry  other  persons,  were 
appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence  to  promote  the 
election  of  Judge  Yates;  and  on  the  17th  of  February, 
Gen*  Schuyler  and  Gen.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  in  con* 
nection  with  several  other  citizens  of  Albany,  together 
with  Philip  Livingston  and  Richard  Harrison,  of  New- 
York,  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  requesting  him  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  govemoi:,  with  a 
view  to  ^'heal  the  unhappy  divisions  in  the  country.''  To 
this  letter.  Judge  Yates  replied  on  the  24th  of  February, 
and  consented  to  stand  as  such  candidate. 

l^e  object  which  Gen.  Hamilton  and  the  leading  fede- 
ralists had  in  view,  in  selecting  Mr,  Yates  as  their  candi- 
date, is  very  obvious.  It  was  true  he  had  been  a  zealous 
and  efficient  opponent  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  con- 
stitution, both  in  the  state  and  national  conventions.  He 
could  not  therefore,  have  been  their  first  choice.  But 
the  result  of  the  proceeding  annual  election,  had  indica- 
ted that  a  majority  of  the  electors  were  in  favor  of 
sustaining  Gov.  Clinton,  and  they  hoped  by  having 
Judge  Yates  for  their  candidate,  to  detach  from  Mr. 
Clinton  so  many  of  his  political  friends  as  combined 
with  all  the  federalists,  would  procure  the  election  of  Mr. 


#  POLITICAL  littnott.  [1789. 

Taids.  ThAt  silch  was  the  object,  is  rendered  the  more  cer- 
tain fipom  the  fact,  that  chief  justice  Morris — ^who  undoubt- 
edly, would  ha^^  better  suited  the  majority  of  the  fede- 
ralists, had  been  spoken  of,  and  who  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  befieve,  would  have  accepted  the  nomination,  had 
It  been  tendered  to  him,  by  his  letter  dated  and  published 
Stlh  Pebmary,  Aree  days  after  Judge  Yates  accepted  the 
nomination — ^pnbHcly  declined,  alleging  as  a  reason,  that 
if  he  <iontinued  to  permit  himself  to  be  mentioned  as  a 
dkndidate,  the  tendency  would  be  to  divide  the  votes  of 
his  political  friends.  In  fact,  the  federalists  in  their  ad- 
dVess^  according  to  Mr.  Davis  ( 1.  Memoirs  of  Burr,  287.) 
isiiued  on  announcing  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Yates,  avoW 
ih^r  preference  to  chief  justice  Morris.  This  sort  of  par- 
ty management  is  generally  weak  and  puerile,  and  al- 
Wavi  wrong.  The  legitimate  base  upon  which  parties  in 
a  free  government  are  founded,  is  an  honest  difference  of 
dpinioii  in  respect  to  measures; — ^and  this  is,  at  aiiy  rate, 
the  pretence  which  all  political  parties  put  forth.  To 
ftapport  therefore,  a  candidate  for  an  important  office  who 
ilvows  that  he  in  principle  is  in  faVor  of  the  measures  to 
which  we  profess  ourselves  opposed,  and  upon  which  op- 
position, our  party  associations  are  ostensibly  founded,  id 
at  once  yielding  the  ground  of  principle,  upon  which  we 
tftand.  ftobably  the  declaration  m&de  by  Judge  Yates, 
iin  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury  at  Albany,  to  which  I  have 
before  affoded,  may  have  been  used  by  the  federal  lead- 
eiv  as  an  apology  to  theif  friends  for  supporting  an  an(i- 
federaKst;  and  possibly  the  declaration  then  made  by  Mr. 
Yatef,  may  hfcve  been  made  in  pursuance  of  a  preVioiis 
understandfng  betweeti  him  and  some  of  his  former  poli- 
tical enetmes.  It  will  be  perceived  that  Col.  Burr  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  of  correspondence, 
by  the  meeting  in  New-Yorit,  held  oh  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary.   He  therefore,  it  seems.  Was  one  of  the  anti-federal- 
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Bte  who  joined  ii^  the  opposition  to  Gov.  Clinton  ;  and  I 
find  in  the  newspapers  of  that  day  that  at  Albany,  Schenecta* 
dy,  and  several  other  places,  meetings  were  held,  claiming 
to  be  exclusively  anti-federal,  who  nevertheless  resolved 
to  support  Judge  Yates.  I  remark,  however,  in  passin^^ 
that  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Davis  in  his  life  of  Burr,  that 
he  uniformly  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  is  contra- 
dicted by  his  course  at  this  election.     [See  Note  V.] 

{^prily  1789.) — The  election  was  warmly  contested. 
It  generally  terminated  in  favor  of  the  federalists. 

The  counties  of  New-York,  Westchester,  Dutchesia^ 
CoIuTnbia,  Albany,  and  Montgomery,  gave  federal  majorir 
ties,  and  generally  elected  federal  members  of  Assembly^ 
so  that  that  party  was  jiow  in  the  majority  in  that  house^ 
and  in  the  senate  they  fully  retained  their  strength ;  but 
Gov.  Clinton  was  notwithstanding,  re-elected  by  a  major- 
ity of  four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  votes.  His  election 
was  saved  by  the  county  of  Ulster ; — the  county  in  which 
he  commenced  his  professional  and  political  life.  Out  of 
twelve  hundred  and  forty-five  votes  polled,  Ulster  gave 
Mr.  Clinton  ten  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  For  the  grati- 
fication of  the  curious,  and  to  show  the  astonishing  in- 
crease of  votes  in  the  state  since  the  year  of  1780, 1  will 
give  the  result  of  the  canvass  of  that  year  in  the  several 
senatorial  districts,  reminding  the  reader  in  the  meantime, 
that  only  freeholders  voted  for  governor  : 

Clinton,  Yates* 

Southern  District,  *  -*  *  ^  ^  1885  1875 

Middle  "        2059  1176 

Western        "        2004  2761 

Eastern  "        443  ,148 

6391  5962 

l^rom  the  above  statement,  it  will  appear,  that  although 
the  election  was  sharply  contested,  the  whole  number  of 
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votes  given  in  fhq  (now)  empire  nUABy  was  but  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three. 

That  Governor  Clinton  succeeded  in  this  election^  is  a 
high  evidence  of  his  personal  popularity.  His  friends 
around  him  were  slain,  but  he  himself  walked  off  the 
field  of  battle  in  triumph. 

On  the  6th  day  of  June,  the  governor  issued  his  pro- 
clamation to  convene  the  legislature  at  Albany  on  the  6tb 
day  of  July  following.  They  met  on  that  day,  and  Mr. 
Gulian  Verplanck,  a  member  from  the  city  of  New- York, 
was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly  without  opposition. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  in  consequence  of  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  houses  about  the  manner  of  elect- 
ing United  States  senators,  none  were  chosen  by  tlie  legis- 
lature in  1788.  The  governor  therefore,  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  stated  that  the  reason  he  had 
called  an  extra  session  was,  that  the  legislature  at  the  ear- 
liest day,  might  again  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  se- 
nators to  represent  the  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  he  made  no  other  specific  recommendations. 
The  answer  of  the  two  houses  was  respectful,  and,  in  fact, 
a  mere  echo  to  the  speech  of  the  governor. 

At  this  time  the  principal  ofiices  in  the  state  were  held 
by  the  following  gentlemen  : 

Pierre  Van  Courtland,  lieutenant-governor. 

K.  R.  Livingston,  chancellor. 

Kichard  Morris,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court 

Robert  Yates,  and 


JohnSlossHobert,    J  a««<««tes. 
Lewis  Allain  Scott,  secretary  of  state. 
Richard  Varick,  attorney  general. 
Simeon  De  Witt,  surveyor  general 
Mr.  Egbert  Benson  had  been  attorney  general,  but  upon 
being  elected  a  member  of  congress,  he  resigned  that  of* 
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fiee,  and  on  the  14th  May,  1789,  Mr.  Varick  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor. 

The  council  of  appointment  were  composed  of  Samuel 
Townsend,  Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Hathorn,  and  John  Wil- 
liams, all  anti-federalists.  On  the  39th  September^  the 
govemory  by  the  consent  of  the  councU  appointed  John  ' 
Lansing,  Jun.,  mayor  of  Albany,  and^  Samuel  Jones,  re- 
corder of  New- York  ;  Aaron  Burr  was,  on  the  same  day, 
appointed  attorney  general,  in  place  of  Mr.  Varick,  who 
had  resigned. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  governor, 
the  two  houses  immediately  proceeded  to  make  provision 
by  law,  for  the  choice  of  senators  in  congress,  and  on  the 
21st  July,  they  passed  a  bill  providing  that  when  two  se- 
nators were  to  be  chosen,  and  each  house  nominated  dif- 
ferent persons,  the  senate  should  choose  one  of  the  per- 
sons nominated  by  the  assembly,  and  that  that  house 
should  elect  one  of  the  persons  nominated  by  the  se- 
nate, and  that  in  case  one  senator  only  was  to  be  cho- 
sen, and  the  two  houses  disagreed  in  their  nominations, 
either  house  might  offer  to  the  other  a  resolution  of  con- 
currence from  time  to  time,  naming  therein  such  person 
as  the  house  in  which  the  resolution  originated,  might 
think  proper,  until  a  senator  should  be  chosen  by  the 
concurrence  of  both  houses.  This  singular  project  did 
not  receive  the  approbation  of  the  council  of  revision, 
and  they  returned  the  bill  to  the  legislature,  with  the  fol- 
lowing objections : 

1.  Because,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  senators  are  required  to  be  chosen  by  the  state  legis- 
lature. Tlie  council  therefore  argued  that  if  in  the  choice 
of  senators,  the  two  houses  do  not  act  in  their  legislative 
capacity,  no  law  is  necessary,  and  the  senators  may  be 
diosen  by  concurrent  resolution.  If  the  two  houses  act 
m  their  legislative  capacity,  then  the  senators  must  be  ap- 
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p6iiit«d  by  lew  paBsed  ki  the  us«ml  form.  [In  the  latfe^ 
case,  no  senator  could  have  been  elected  egaHMt  the  wish* 
es  of  the  council  of  reviflfion,  unlew  two-dimh  of  the 
members  of  both  houses  concurred.] 

^  BecftosOy  when  two  senators  are  to  be  chosen  by  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  bill,  one  or  both  may  be  chosea 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Two-thtrdfr  of  both  houses  not  h&ng  m  favor  of  tb« 
bHI,  it  was  lost,  and  the  legirfrittnre  on  the  10Mi  of  July, 
by  joint  regolutioUj  appobted  Gren.  Philip  Scfrayler  anA 
Rufus  Kitig  senatori.  Mr,  King  had  then  recently  remo- 
ved fl-om  the  titate  of  Massachusetts,  which  state  he  had 
for  a  eonsiderable  time  next  and  immediately  before  hit 
removal  to  this  state,  represented  in  the  continental  con- 
gress, and  had  distinguished  himself  for  talents  and  use* 
fulness  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  in  that  venerable 
and  venerated  body. 

No  oth^  important  business  was  traniacted  during  this 
session. 

At  the  winter  session  in  1790,  on  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, Philip  Livingston,  John  Cantine,  Philip  Schuyler  and 
Edward  Savage  were  elected  members  of  the  council  of 
appointment  Mr.  Livingston  from  the  southern  and 
G^n.  Schuyler  from  the  westem  districts  were  federalists 
and  Mr.  Cantine  from  the  middle,  and  Mr.  Savage  (th> 
father  of  the  late  chief  justice  John  Savage)  were  repub- 
licans, a  name  which  the  party  headed  by  Gov.  C3inton, 
began  *now  to  assume.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  although 
I  am  not  snre  of  the  fact,  that  all  the  senators  from  the 
middle  and  eastern  districts  were  republicans,  and  that  for 
this  reason  the  federal  majority  in  the  assembly  elected 
Mr.  Cantine  and  Mr.  Savage. 

It  moat  not  be  forgotten,  that  (Sen.  Schuyler  was  at  that 
time  a  senator  in  congress,  v^ich  by  fte  bye,  vras  then  in 
session,  be  at  the  scune  time  holding  his  seat  as  a  senator 
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of  XhiB  0tate«  and  as  a  inember  of  the  eounoil  of  appoiot- 
meDt  It  is  fiomewhat  singular  that  uoder  such  circuoi- 
stances  he  should  have  been  elected  by  the  assembly  as  a 
member  of  the  counciL  It  is  more  than  probable  that  as 
the  relations  of  the  state  with  the  general  goyemment, 
we^re  just  beii:tg  commenced,  the  incompatibility  pf  the 
two  offices  was  not  thought  of  at  the  tii»e  the  council  was 
chosen,  for  in  less  than  two  weeks  afterwards,  January 
27th,  the  assembly  resolved  34  to  22 — 

1.  That  it  was  incompatible  with  the  United  States 
constitution  for  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the 
United  States  government  at  the  same  time  to  have  a -seat 
in  the  legislature  of  this  state.  2.  Ttiat  when  a  member 
of  the  stale  legislature  was  elected  or  appointed  to  office 
under  the  United  States,  (he  as  I  presume,  accepting  such 
office)  his  seat  in  this  body  should  be  and  was  declared 
Tacai3t 

These  resolutions  passed  as  well  the  senate  as  the  as- 
sembly, and  thereupon  the  senate  resolved  that  the  seqt 
of  James  Duane,  a  senator  from  the  southern  district,  who 
had  been  appointed  United  States  district  judge,  of  Plutip 
Schuyler  from  the  western  district,  who  was  a  senator  in 
congress,  of  John  Hathorn,  a  senator  from  the  middle,  aad 
John  Lawrence,  a  senator  from  the  southern  dtatriot,  who 
were  members  of  the  United  States  house  of  representa- 
tives, were  vacant 

There  was  obviously  a  most  conclusive  raason  why  thp 
same  persons  could  not  be  members  of  the  aatioiM^l  and 
state  legislature  at  the  same  time,  for  in  such  case  aeiUft- 
er  legislature  could  compel  the  attendance  of  their  owii 
members  without  the  danger  of  a  collision  with  the  othen 
After  the  passage  of  these  resolution^  Jilr.  Cantine,  qb 
the  8d  April,  raised  the  question  in  council,  wfaether, 
as  (General  Schuyler  was  not  then  a  m^mbtir  of  the  sen*' 
ate^   his  seat  at  that  board  had  oot  beeriox^  ffrafOMtf 
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Mr.  Livingston  ofTered  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  that  af- 
ter the  assembly  have  appointed  a  senator  a  member  of 
the  council,  if  his  seat  should  afterwards  be  vacated  by 
the  senate,  this  board  ar6  incompetent  to  disqualify  and 
vacate  the  seat  of  such  member.  The  question  was  ot 
course  novel,  and  certainly  curious,  and  somewhat  difficult 
to  decide.  On  the  one  hand  the  constitution  required  that 
a  member  of  the  council  of  appointment,  should  be  a  sen- 
ator, and  on  the  other,  if  an  expulsion  by  the  senate 
would  disqualify  a  person  from  acting  as  a  member  of  the 
council  of  appointment,  then  the  majority  of  the  senate 
would  possess  a  control  in  relation  to  the  persons  of  whom 
the  appointing  power  should  be  composed,  inconsistent 
with  what  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

I  find  that  a  case  occurred  as  early  as  the  year  1781, 
which  brought  up  this  same  question,  but  which  I  do  not 
perceive  was  referred  to  on  the  present  occasion. 
*  In  October,  1780,  Ephraim  Paine,  a  senator,  was  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  council  of  appointment.  During  the 
8i|§Deeding  winter  session,  he  was  expelled  from  the  sen- 
ate. After  his  expulsion,  the  assembly  elected  Arthur 
Parks,  a  senator  from  the  middle  district,  a  member  of  the 
council  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Paine.  On  the  29th  March,  Mr. 
Parks  took  his  seat  at  the  council  board,  but  it  ap- 
pears from  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  that  board, 
[Book  B.  p.  321.]  that  the  council  unanimously  protested 
against  his  right  to  a  seat,  and  entered  their  protest  on  the 
,  minutes.  What  is  somewhat  remarkable  is,  that  although 
Mr.  Parks  himself  signed  the  protest,  he  continued  to  act 
as  a  member  of  the  council  till  another  was  chosen  the 
next  year  by  the  assembly.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
council  of  1700,  acted  on  the  proposition  either  of  Mr. 
Cantine,  or  Mr.  Livingston,  but  a  day  or  two  after  these 
propositions  were  made,  Mr.  Savage  moved  that  the  opin- 


179J.1  OF  NBW-YORC.  47 

ion  of  the  legislature,  on  the  questions  before  the  council, 
be  requested.  That  motion  was  concurred  in,  and  on  the 
5th  April,  Grovernor  Clinton  sent  a  message  to  the  assem- 
bly, informing  them  of  the  proceedings  in  the  council,  and 
requesting  their  opinion  as  to  the  proper  course  which  the 
board  ought  to  take  in  relation  to  Gen.  Schuyler. 

Hie  assembly,  after  some  discussion,  resolved,  that  if 
by  any  legal  disability,  the  seat  of  a  senator  becomes  va- 
cant, the  consequences  resulting  from  such  vacancy  in  re- 
lation to  his  subsequent  acts,  is  a  question  of  law,  and 
therefore  it  was  improper  for  the  house  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  questions  growing  out  of  the  message,  un- 
less a  bill  embracing  those  questions  should  be  presented 
to  them,  in  which  case  it  would  then  become  their  duty 
to  act  as  a  branch  of  the  law  making  power. 

Gen.  Schuyler  persisted  in  his  right  to  a  seat  at  the  ap- 
pointing board  ;  for  at  a  subsequent  day  an  objection  was 
again  made  in  the  council  to  his  appearance  there,  but 
he  himself  moved  that  the  council  proceed  in  the  despatch 
of  its  ordinary'  business.  Whether  the  question  arising 
on  this  motion  in  form,  was  decided  by  the  council,  dises 
not  appear;  but  it  is  certain  the  general  continued  to  act 
as  a  member  of  the  council  until  a  new  one  was  the  next 
year  chosen. 

About  this  time,  Richard  Morris,  the  chief  justice,  re- 
signed his  office,  and  Robert  Yates  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him.  By  the  resignation  of  chief  justice  Morris,- 
and  the  appointment  of  Judge  Yates  in  his  place,  a  va- 
cancy of  an  associate  judge  was  created.  Egbert  Benson 
was  the  federal  candidate,  and  received  the  votes  of  gen- 
eral Schuyler  and  Mr.  Livingston ;  John  Lansing,  Jun., 
was  the  republican  candidate,  and  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Cantine  and  Savage,  and  appointed  by  the  cast^ 
ing  vote  of  the  Governor.  About  the  same  time  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Jun.,  was  appointed  mayor  of  Albany,  Peter 
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Gansevooit  sheriff,  and  Richard  Lush  clerk*  The^e  dff 
pointments  were  also  made  by  the  casting  vote  of  thegoy- 
emor,  Geo.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Liviogston  votiug  for  Gvef|» 
Ten  Broeck  for  mayor,  and  John  Tayler  for  clerk. 

It  would  seem  from  the  fact  that  the  dissenting  coim^ 
cillors  caused  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  the  najnes  of 
the  persons  whom  they  wished  appointed,  instead  of  a 
mere  entry  of  no,  to  the  governor's  nomination,  that  tb9 
exclusive  right  of  the  governor  to  nominate  was  ijjMes- 
tioned  at  this  e^iy  day,  but  I  have  not  p^ceived  that  i^ 
became  a  matter  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers  until 
several  years  afterwards. 

From  the  result  of  the  general  election  in  April,  1790^ 
I  cannot  perceive  evidence  of  any  material  change  in  the 
political  opinion  of  the  electors.  The  election,  no  donbt^ 
resulted  in  a  nominal  federal  majority  in  both  houses,  but 
party  lines  were  not  then  as  distinctly  niiarked  as  they  are 
at  present,  and  several  of  the  members  of  assembly  and 
senate,  who  were  called  federalists,  were  friendly  to  Grov, 
Clinton,  and  were  unwiUiD^  to  be  governed  in  their  offi* 
cii^  acts  by  party  considerations.  The  election,  of  Aaron 
Burr  to  the  United  States  senate,  in  opposition  to  so  dis* 
tinguished  a  federalist  as  Qen.  Schuyler,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  more  particularly  hereafter,  is  a  decisive  pioof  q( 
this  position.  * 

Ever  since  the  orgaxuzation  of  the  United  Stages  gov«- 
ernmeot  upder  the  new  constitution,  the  funding  9g^t«m 
proposed  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  the  creation  of  a  uatioiir  ' 
al  bank,  hsd  been  a  subject  which  excited  much  atteQtio% 
and  about  which  the  pubUc  mind  was  greatly  dividie4r 
The  most  objecti^able  part  of  Geperal  Hamilton's  scbeoi«i 
was  4be  assumption  by  the  nation,  of  the  debts  of  tfae  !»• 
spectivis  states,  and  the  cbarteriog  pf  a  bank.  To  tb/dm 
measi^res  the  r^HibUqans  of  this  state  were  generally  <^ 
posed.    JS^t  at  the  aesiian  x>f  i^n^grc^  in  I^^^w- York,  dpr 
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mg  this  Bummer,  a  majority  was  obtained  in  favor  of  the 
assumption.  Both  Gen.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  King  Toled 
Cm-  the  measure  in  the  senate  ;  in  the  house  of  represent- 
atives the  vote  of  New- York  was  equally  divided,*  3  to  8. 

The  New-York  legislature  met  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
January  8  1791,  and  Mr.  John  Watts  was  unanimously 
elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  A  census  bad  been  ta- 
ken in  the  year  1790,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
pqnilation  of  the  state  then  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven, 
and  that  the  increase  was  more  than  eighty-five  thousand 
since  1786.  This  increase  was  mainly  in  the  northern 
and  western  parts  of  the  state.  The  governor  in  his 
speech  therefore  called  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
that  subject,  and  suggested  that  a  new  apportionment  of 
the  representation  in  the  legislature  was  required  to  be 
made,  and  a  new  di visjon  of  the  senatorial  districts.  Scat- 
tering settlements  having  been  made  westerly  along  the 
valley  of  the  Mohawk  river  as  far  as  the  GNneida  lake, 
and  northerly  along  the  shores  of  lake  Cbamplain,  the 
country  bordering  on  those  regions  had  been  exploded, 
and  Gov.  Clinton  at  that  early  period  suggested  that  fa- 
cilities ought  to  be  afforded  by  clearmg  out  the  obstru<> 
lions  in  the  Mohawk  river,  and  by  cutting  canals,  to  open 
a  communication  between  lake  Cbamplain  and  Hudson's 
river  at  the  north,  and  Wood  creek  at  the  west  The  an- 
swer of  the  two  bouses  was  a  mere  echo  to  the  gover* 
nca*s  speech. 

This  session  seems  to  have  been  a  very  quiet  and  use- 
ful one,  with  a  single  exception.  It  will  be  seen  hereaf- 
ter, that  this  legislature  invested  the  cooMmissioners  of  the 
land  office  with  too  great  discretionary  powers  relative  to 
the  disposition  and  sale  of  the  public  lands..  The  coun- 
cil of  appointment  chosen  this  year,  consisted  of  Isaac 

^aseHoielf.  a 
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RoBerdt;  BeterSdiuyler,  ThomaffTilfetieai,  tnd  Aietatii* 
der  Webiter. 

Gen.  Schuyler  having,  on  casting  lots,  dra^^Pii  the  sboTt^ 
est  term,  in  the  United  States  senate,  his*  seat  became  va** 
oant  on  the  4ih  March^  1791 ;  it-  therefore  became  neces- 
sary io  the  early  part  of  this  passion  to  elect  a  senatOTr 
The  general  was  a  candidate  for  re-election^  and  Mn 
Aaroti  Burr  vras  bis  competitor.  Goi.  Burr  was  nominate 
ed  by  both  houses — ^in  the  assemUy  his  majority  was  ftre^^ 
in  the  senate  eight  At  dih  time,  the  senators  were  cho<' 
sen  by  concurrent  resolution.  In  the  assembly,  sifter  tbO' 
tots  between  Schuyler  and  Burr  had  been  taken,  a  mo* 
tion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Burr,  with 
a  view:  to  insert  the  name  of  Egbert  Benson,  but  the  e^ 
fort  was  UBSVOcessftti.  It  may  appear  mnguiar  that  the  ma* 
jority  in  the  senate  wais  so  large  against  G^n.  Schuyler,  as 
the  majority  in  that  body  must  have  been  nominally  federal 
But  Schuyler,  although  he  was  unqueBtkm]d>ly  a  man  of 
h^h  honor  and  integrity,  possessing' enlarged,  liberal  aod 
patriotic  vieweas  regarded  tbe^great  interests  of  the  state*^ 
w«i  an  ardeiit  and  violent  partisan,  and  was  presumed  to^ 
act  under  the  indueiice  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  who  was  his 
8on*ia>laW)  and  although  he  was  a  man  of  commanding 
appearauce,  yet  hia  manners  having  been  formed  in  camps 
and  not  m  oourt»  or  among  the  people,  were  austere  ani 
asistoceatic,^  and  rendered  him  personalty  unpopular,  fierr/ 
M  ite  cootmryv  was  a  man  of  very  pleasing  and  fasdnat- 
iug  address,  and  at  that  period  of  his  life  was  considered 
one  of  then  most  persuasive  and  eloquent  speakers  of  the 
age«  In  politics,  he  belonged  to  the  medium  party.  H^ 
must  have  beetle  eonsidered  as  opposed  to  the  ukras  of 
both  parties^  and^  cookl  not  at  any  rate  have  been  viewed^ 
as  identified  with  the  republican  party,  fdr  we  have  seen- 
hhn  in  1789,^  acting  as  a  member  of  a'corrsspendlflg  com- 
mitlee  Io  promote  the  electien  of  Judge  Yates,  a^rainst  Mr. 
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CRhton:  flfe  waer  evidently  opposed,  both  to  Clihton  and 
HamiltOD.  Indeed  in  his  correspondence  with  Hamilton, 
which  termitiated  ih  a  duel  ftital  to  tite  laffter,  several  years 
dlerwardis,  he  avows  with  a  frankness  umisual  to  him, 
he  always  considefred  Clinton  and  Ifanfiilton  as  his  rivals. 
(2  Burr.)  In  fact  the  whote  tenor  of  this  gentleman's 
political  life,  impresses  on  my  mind  a  conviction  that  per- 
sonal motives  rather  than  his  opinions  as  to  measures,  had 
a  controlling'  infltience  over  his  political  conduct.  From 
air  these  considterations,  I  infer  that  several  of  the  fede- 
raHhts  in  the  senate  prefi^rred  him  to  Gen.  SchUyler. 
Hence  we  fihd'that  although  the  senate  at  that  time  con-' 
sifted  of  twenty-four  members,  only  sixteen  votes  were  giv- 
eta  at  the  election  between  Burr  and  Schuyfer,  and  twelve, 
of  these  votes  were  given  to  Burr.  Had  the  assembly 
nominated  Judge  Benson,  ia  it  not  probable  that  the  re« 
SMlt  in  the  senate  would  have  been  diifereot  V 

After  Mr.  Burr  was  elected  senator,  his  office  of  attor- 
ney-general  was,  by  the  council,'  declared  vacant,  and 
Morgan  Lewis  was  appointed  his  successor,  November 
8,  IfOl.  Mr.  Lewis  was  connected  with  the  Livingston 
family — a  family  which  had  great  influence  in  the  legisla- 
ture. Might  not  this  arrangement  have  been  anticipated 
Uefore  the  senatorial  election,  and  have  had  sooie  influx 
ence  on  its  result  f  It  is  proper,  howeVer,  to  tAd  that 
Philip  Livingston,  a  federal  senator  fipom  the  southern 
district,  remained  at  his  post,  anil  voted  for  dlen.  Schuy- 
ler. 

1%e  legi3lature  proceeded  to  appbrtion  the  representa- 
tion according  to  the  last  census,  and  to  make  a  new  divi- 
sion of  the  senate,  districts.  It  appeared  there  were,  at 
that  time,  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  electors  for  senators  in  the  state.  Tdia  would  give 
one  senator  to  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  electors  ;  and 
on  this  basis  the  ratio  of  representation  was  fixed.    Hie 
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new  act  provided  that  the  southern  district  should  be  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Sufiblk,  Queens,  Kings,  Rich- 
mond, New- York,  and  Westchester,  and  should  be  enti- 
tled to  elect  eight  senators  ;  that  the  middle  district  should 
contain  the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  and  Orange,  and 
elect  six  senators ;  that  the  eastern  district  should  be  form- 
ed by  th^  counties  of  Columbia,  Rensselaer,  (which  had 
been  recently  created)  Washington  and  Clmton,  with  the 
right  to  elect  five  senators,  and  that  the  western  district 
should  be  comprised  of  the  counties  of  Albany,  Montgo- 
mery, Saratoga  and  Ontario,  (the  two  latter  counties  had 
then  been  lately  created)  and  should  be  represented  by 
five  senators.  This  act  was  passed  February  7,  1701. 
That  the  subsequent  narration  may  be  better  understood, 
I  will  here  insert  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  senate 
in  1701. 

From  the  southern  district,  Isaac  Rosevelt,  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Samuel  Micheau,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Samuel 
Jones,  Durand  Gelston,  Philip  Van  Cortland,  and  Joshua 
Sands. 

Middle^  James  Clinton,  (brother  of  the  governor,)  Ja- 
cobus Swartwout,  John  Cantine,  James  Carpenter,  Tho- 
mas Tillotson,  and  David  Pye. 

Western^  Philip  Schuyler,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Volkert  P.  Douw,  Peter  Schuyler,  and  Leonard  Granse- 
voort 

Eastern^  Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Williams,  Edward  Sa- 
vage, Alexander  Webster,  and  William  Powers. 

Subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  act  for  a  new  divi- 
sion of  the  state  into  senatorial  districts,  the  legislature 
erected  out  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  three  new 
counties,  to  wit,  Herkimer,  Otsego,  and  Tioga.  The  act 
creating  these  counties  was  passed  on  the  17th  day  of 
February.  The  assembly  was  to  consist  of  seventy-three 
members,  and  to  be  elected  from  the  several  counties  in 
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the  proportions  following:  New-YoA  7,  SufliM  4, 
Queens  8,  Kings  1.  Richmond  1,  Dutchess  7,  Westches- 
ter 5y  Orange  5,  Columbia  0,  Rensselaer  5,  Washington  4y 
Albany  7,  Saratoga  4,  Montgomery  5»  Ontario  1,  and 
three  counties,  Herkimer,  Otsego  and  Tioga,  each  one. 

James  Kent  was  this  year  a  member  of  the  assembly 
from  the  county  of  Dutchess.  This  was  the  first  appear- 
ance in  public  life  of  that  able  writer  and  eminent  and 
learned  jurist. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  appointments,  it  became  ne- 
cessary for  the  governor  and  council  to  appoint  officers 
for  ail  the  new  counties  which  had  recently  been  created 
by  the  legislature.  An  entire  civil  list  was  to  be  formed, 
and  in  doing  this  it  would  appear  from  examining  the 
catalogue  of  appointments,  that  the  governor  made  his  se- 
lections with  the  view  to  the  personal  merits  and  fitness 
of  the  candidates,  irrespective  of  the  political  party  to 
which  they  happened  to  belong ;  a  circumstance  credita- 
ble to  him,  and  honorable  to  the  principle  of  action  which 
seems  to  have  governed  the  conduct  of  the  political  par- 
ties of  that  day.  Thus,  William  Cooper  was  appointed 
first  judge  of  Otsego  county,  Richard  R.  Smith  sheriflT, 
and  Jacob  Morris  clerk ;  all  of  them  open,  zealous  and 
decided  political  opponents  of  the  governor.  In  other 
counties,  the  appointments  appear  to  have  been  equally  li- 
beral, and  to  have  been  made  without  reference  to  the 
course  the  persons  appointed  might  pursue  at  the  great 
election  which  was  to  be  held  the  next  year.  I  observe 
that  Jonas  Piatt,  afterwards  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
and  a  distinguished  politician,  who  had  then  lately  estab- 
lished himself  at  Whitesborough,  at  that  time  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  wild,  uncultivated  western  forests,  was  this 
year  appointed  clerk  of  the  county  of  Herkimer,  which 
then  included  the  county  of  Oneida  and  the  territory  which 
now  composes  the  great  northern  counties  of  Oswego,  Jef- 


jknm^^k€.  ^^  .Tfuilt  of  the  g^tmfi  eleclkwi  in  April 
yi9l^  wvold  iMm  la  MioiUe  «ii  increase  of  streoigth  la 
lhenffnA>y>ipt  puriy,  but  io  maoy  Ipcal  wd  peraooni  con- 
pidemtiopsoiiBrated  iw  the  minds  of  the  electors,  tb»t  it 
11  dUEcjult  lit  this  tiwe  to  forpi  a  Jo^giaeat  of  the  ezael 
state  of  public  smtifmot,  by  the  vesult  of  an  election  in 
any  particnlar  county.  Thus  Melafi<iton  Smith,  one  <^ 
the  most  zealous,  able  and  deserviog  friends  ot  Gov.  Clin- 
ton was  chosen  one  of  the  members  from  the  city  of  New 
York,  although  at  tbat  veiy  time,  the  city  was  strongly 
federal,  and  elected  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  and  other 
ardent  and  efficient  federalists  as  his  colleagues. 

The  legislature  met  at  New-York,  on  the  5th  January^ 
1792,  and  again  Mr.  Watts  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
assembly. 

Among  other  matters  communicated  by  the  governor  in 
his  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  to  the  legisla- 
ture, he  informed  them  that  large  and  extensive  sales  had 
been  made  of  the  public  lands,  or  as  he  termed  them,  '4hc 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands,"  and  he  advised  that  the 
proceeds  should  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  state 
debts,  and  the  surplus  invested  in  such  manner  that  the 
income  arising  therefrom  should  be  applied  annually  to 
defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state. 

Tt^  assembly  this  year  chose  David  Pye,  Philip  Van 
Cortland,  Stephen  Van  Renss^aeTi  and  William  Powers 
members  of  the  council  of  lytpointment 

The  term  of  Gov.  Clinton's  pfljce  expired  this  yesMr» 
and  both  poUtioal  parties  early  displayed  a  most  intense 
anxiety  in  relation  to  tb^  rresult  of  the  nei;t  general  elec- 
tion. The  federalists  were  for.some  time  in  doubt  about 
the  selection  of  their  candidate,  and  had  gneal  difficulty  in 
fixing  upon  one  that  was  agreeable  to  them,  who  would 
consent  to  run.  Judge  Yatas  ppsitively  declined  .another 
oontes).    Mr.  Vfui  Renssebwr,  the  patrooq,  was  applied 


49»  tee  MftMidtW  be m  candidate.    Okmoelk^  UvmgfUon, 
AtaMinm  m^^Jfle^iKitkAnofy  tad  Chief  Juwlife  ifagr  «^w 
mmcik  ^mmA,  hai  ixmka  wvy  diGMablfttI  eamicbriag  die 
ttsttlted  etatkm  ha^Md^underihe^i^eiMnrai  govcivmasA^  aafl 
iasslamm  .wmBMi  fto  peieooal  oollieioB  and  party  waiw 
i6kw  (whethar,  wdttr  «any  cifeumslaDQet,  Jw  >woiiId  permil 
kia  nmoeUa^  tvmH.    Mr.  Burr  wae«poiKn  of  by  duwe 
who  called  themselves  the  moderate  men  of  both  parties. 
.inJiead  4heie*woald  aeem  to  have  heen  a  disposhiooaiaong 
41  lp«tiaB  n[  the   ««piiblieao   party  ta  make  Urn  the 
xegular  lafmblieaD  candidate.    In  an  anonymoos  /letter^ 
^ted  at  J^w-York,  Fefaruary  18,  aiid  published  in  the 
Albany  Gaaette,  probably  written  by  aoofte  federal  noen- 
ber  of  the  le^siature,  it  is  alaled  that  '<  Judge  Yates  ra- 
Ibaes  to  be  a  candidate  for  governor ;  that  Col.  Bnrr  has 
epme  forward,  and  now  <^mi]y  declares  himself  a  caiMH- 
date.    Jadge  Yates'  iriends,  soothem  and  northern,  are 
a^nst  CoL  B«rr,  »id  we  aa«  uncertain  who  our  candi- 
jUitea  wiU  be.    Stephen  ¥an  Renssetaer  and  John  Jay 
ave  spoken  >of.    &  Van  Benasdaar  has  hoen  waited  on,  bat 
has  declined.    He  wfll  he  agam  called  on.    The  dkmh 
odlor  and  Jay  ^have  also  been  apohen  to,  but  they  have 
deeKneKL"    Bnt  it  seems  tbaA  Mr.  Jay,  frobably  by  (be 
pessuasiDD  of  General  Hamflten/Sohuyler^nd  other  irienfds 
wias  induced  to  ohai^  his  delemittaimi ;  for  on  the^ere- 
dungof  the  lathof  February,  a  meetiBg  was  heM  In  New- 
York,  at  which  Peter  Yan  Ness,  a  senator  from  the  east- 
am  district,  presided,  and  at  which  John  Jay  was  nominaa^ 
ad  for  governor,  and  Stephen  Yan  Rensselaer  for  lieuten*- 
aat  gevaraaa*    Judge  Yates  attended  tiiis  meeting,  and 
sepaated  his  determination  not  to  be  a  candidate,  but  et-  . 
f  nsssed  a  Arm  aaaofartion  to  support  the  fbderal  nominee, 
and  stated  that  he  had  not  declined  with  a  view,  as  some 
fald  asseflrled^  to  fasror  CoL  Burr's  i 
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At  a  mote  general  meeting,  held  a  few  days  aflerwanhi 
irf  which  Gen.  Ten  Broeck  wai  chairman,  and  Gen.  North 
secretary,  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Van 
Rensselaer  was  reiterated  and  confirmed,  and  the  most 
efficient  means  were  put  in  requisition  to  insure  their  eleo- 
tion.  This  was  a  strong  ticket,  probably,  the  strongest 
which  could  have  been  formed  by  the  federal  party  in 
the  state. 

On  the  15th  February,  a  republican  meeting  was  held 
in  New- York,  composed  as  was  alledged,  of  gentlemen 
bom  various  parts  of  the  state,  of  which  Jonathan  Law** 
rence  was  chairman,  at  which  Greorge  Clinton  and  Pierre 
Van  Cortland  were  nominated  for  a  re-election.  Even 
after  this  public  annunciation  of  the  will  of  the  republi- 
can party,  it  would  seem  that  the  support  of  Col.  Burr 
was  still  urged  by  his  friends,  for  I  find  in  the  Albany 
Gazette  of  the  27th  of  February,  an  able  and  well  writ- 
ten communication  over  the  signature  of  a  Plain  Farmer^ 
in  which  Col.  Burr  is  recommended  for  governor  to  the 
moderate  men  of  both  parties^  on  account  of  his  superior 
talents,  and  because  ^^  he  did  not  behng  to  either  party. ^ 
If  however,  an  attempt  was  really  made  by  CoL  Burr  and 
ius  friends  to  get  up  a  third  party,  of  which  he  was  to  be 
the  head,  it  was  entirely  unsuccessful,  for  public  meetings 
wexe  forthwith  held  in  almost  every  county  in  the  state 
both  of  the  federal  and  republican  parties,  at  which 
the  nominations  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Jay  were 
^unanimously  and  with  apparent  cordiality  concurred  in 
by  the  parties  to  which  they  respectively  belonged.  Af- 
ter all  these  demonstrations  of  the  feelings  and  wishes  of 
the  two  parties,  on  the  15th  of  March,  Col*  Burr  caused 
it  to  be  announced  in  the  newspapers  that  he  was  not  a 
candidate. 

While  these  movements  were  being  made  amoi^  the 
people,  a  violent  attack  was  made  on  governor  Clinton  m 
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the  legblature  on  account  of  the  agency  he  had  had  in 
the  Bale  of  the  public  lands,  being  the  same  sale  to  which 
he  alluded  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

When  this  state  became  independent  of  Great  Britain, 
it  held  more  than  seven  millions  of  acres  of  wild  unculti- 
vated and  unappropriated  lands.  Sundry  laws  had  been 
passed  during  and  subsequent  to  the  revolutionary  war, 
providing  for  the  sale  and  settlement  of  those  lands. 
But  before  the  year  1700,  few  sales*  considering  the  quan- 
tity of  land  in  market,  had  been  eflTected.  The  state  be- 
ing in  want  of  funds,  and  all  well  wishers  of  its  growth 
and  prosperity  being  desirous  of  encouraging  adventurers 
to  make  lodgments  in  the  vast  wilds  of  the  west,  the 
legislature  at  their  session  in  1701,  in  order  to  quicken  the 
sales  and  hasten  settlements,  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
commissioners  of  the  land  office  to  dispose  of  any  of  the 
vwaste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  this  state,  in  such  par* 
eels  and  on  such  terms  and  in  such  manner  as  they  should 
Judge  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  public.  The  \ 
reader  will,  at  one  glance,  perceive  the  immensity  of  the  ! 
power  conferred  on  the  commissioners.  In  the  language 
of  a  report  not  long  since  made  by  commissioners  to  the 
legislature  on  another  subject,  it  was  i^  too  great  a  power 
to  be  entrusted  to  mortal  hands."  And  yet  it  seem^  to 
have  been  done  by  the  consent  of  both  political  parties.  ^ 
The  commissioners  of  the  land  office  consisted  of  the 
governor,  secretary  of  state,  attorney  general,  treasurer, 
and  auditor,  Mr.  J.  A.  Scott  was  secretary  of  state, 
Aaron  Burr  attorney  general,  Girard  Bancker  treasurer, 
and  Peter  T.  Curtenius  was  auditor.  Under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  these  gentlemen 
sold,  during  the  year  1791,  five  millions  five  hundred  and 
forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres 
of  land,  for  the  sum  of  one  million  thirty  thousand,  four 
imadred  and  thirty-three  dollars.    Among  the  sales  was 
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one  to  Al^ander  McComb,  of  the  enormous  quantity  of 
three  million  six  hundred  and  thirty'-five  thousand  two 
hundred  acres.  The  price  to  him  was  ejgbt  pence  per 
acre,  payable  in  five  annual  instalments,  without  inte- 
rest, sutgect  to  a  discount  of  six  per  cent,  on  payment  in 
advance,  which  reduced  still  lower  the  actual  price.  (1 
Davis^  Memoirs  qf  BufTf  326.)  Large  parceb  of  land 
were  also  sold  to  other  individuals,  among  whom  were 
the  Messrs.  Rosevelts,  James  Caldwell,  McGregor,  &o^ 
but  these  sales  were  made  at  a  higher  rate.  Some  a  little 
exceeded  three  shillings  per  acre,  some  for  two  shillings 
and  six  pence,  and  some  for  one  shilling. 

When  the  report  was  under  consideration  in  the  assem- 
bly, CoL  Talbot,  a  member  from  Montgomery  county, 
offered  a  series  of  resolutions  severely  condemnatory  of 
the  conduct  of  the  commissioners. 

It  was  alledged  that  the  lands  were  sold  in  too  large 
.tracts ;  that  they  should  have  been  sold  in  parcels  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  thousand  acres  each  ;  that  if  they  had 
been  sold  in  that  way,  the  avails  of  the  sales  would 
have  been  much  greater  ;  and  that  it  was  detrimental  to 
the  advance  of  the  state  in  aggregate  wealth,  and  incon- 
sistent with  our  republican  institutions  to  encourage  a 
monopoly  of  land  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals. 
Again,  it  was  urged  as  a  suspicious  circumstance,  that 
lands  were  sold  to  McComb  for  eight  pence  per  acre, 
whereas  five  hundred  thousand  acres  were  sold  by  the 
same  commissioners  and  about  the  same  time,  to  John  and 
Nicholas  Rosevelt  for  three  shillings  and  a  penny  per  acre. 
In  the  heat  of  debate  upon  Mr.  Talbot's  resolutions^  it 
was  broadly  insinuated  that  Gk>v.  Clinton  and  his  imme^ 
diate  friends  were  personally,  but  secretly  interested  in 
these  sales.*    The  answer  was  a  total  denial  of  all  cor 


r  toMrnar  Ytto  to  ttlit  ptooe  lb  ApiS  Mlowing^  It  li  wmf 
piDbthto  «Myt  tiil*.c|iw|B  .wm  Hiade  pMiDy  wltfi  a  flew  lo  prnwc  tlift 
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xnpl  motives  on  the  part  lof  the  -oonimiMidaeti,  a&d  in 
kicXf  it  does  not  sppear  thai  41117  «i]oh  wexe  attempted  to 
le  ,prov€d;  mnd  «n  ^ll^ation  .that  .the  ioleatioa  of  the 
If^latpce  wUt  that  the  Iamls^«b9iild  be  mo\A  at  ^my  rale* 
Itwaaiui^her  alledged,  and  boldly  assarted,  that  do  high^ 
«r  .eiffers  could  be  obtained,  than  those  which  wave  fiaally 
aco^plpd  by  ihe  eomnttsnoaeni.  It  aught  ha«e  been,  aod 
proM>ty«ai  mged,  that  the  pur(duMn  of  these  laa^ 
moAild^becpsae  active  and  powerfui  n^satslo  procuveonttk 
glints  (vom  other  states  aad  fro«i  #bii»ad,  lo  settle  those 
witd-aod  joncttltiyated  forests,  and  thus  a  vapid  inrreaso 
wosrfd  be  male  toihepopolatioii,  wealth,  and  rasoiiraee 
ot  theatate ;  and  ^Taots  have  provod  that  such  has  been 
the  oooee^uenao ;  bat  still  I  eaoiiot  help  'thinking,  that 
the  coaunissbnacs  acted  aot  only  injudieionsly,  but  pal- 
pably wrong,  in.seUiog  such  Jarge  tracts  iHtioae  time  to 
individuals.  The  wanta^of  the  state  wove  sanely  notao 
pressing  but  that  if  the  ooa^missioBers  had  confined  their 
sales  to  from  one  hundred  to  ten  thousand  acres  to  eaob 
purchaser,  enough  funds  might  have  been  raised  to  have 
met  all  Ihe  public  exigencies.  Lud  agents  00  the  part. of 
the  stale,  might  have  been  cheated,  whose  sole  bosiiiese 
should  thavebeen  to  make  sales  of  lands  to  actual  aettlera ; 
and  whose  gains  should  have  been  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  land  they  should  faa«e  sokL  In  sooae  auob 
way  it  Hipeais  to  me  the  waotsof  the  state  ot^ght  haisa 
been  aqpplied,  the  settkinsnt  and  cultivation  of  the  wiU 
lends  rapidly  made,  and  a  fund  preserved  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state,  of  iocalcalaUs  amooat  Mr.  Davis,  in  Us 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Col.  Smt,  aajm,  (I  vol  p.  3)0) 

or  Vr.  ClimoB ;  mud  ilwre  e«ta  1w  Ucde  doaM  ttat  it  did  have  a  MDiMeimMe  eflbet 
HKavMabte  |p^|i». 

Tbe  land!  purehaaid  by  MeOqiBb,  .were  ihpm  ta  wbkh  it  was  alledged  thi 
ttwwiMi  was  tniereiied.  Btit  In  May,  17M.  ^*r  ri#  cbcKMi,  Hr.  MeCbmb  made 
Mib  M<^  akiiavd  V^rick,  ,tbm  wmfPnivrMpmVmK  ^  1W— Itti)  .Oyi  Oob 
Cl\tfkn  waa  nelUwr  dlrtctly  nor  indirectly  intarerted  in  tha  lands  piiKlinsad  by  liiBk 
I  ftave  seen  and  tend  McOomb's  aSldaTit 
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'*  these  resolations  (CoL  TaHwt's)  exempted  Col  Burr 
from  any  participation  in  the  malconduct  complained  o^ 
inasmuch  as  the  minutes  of  the  board  proved  that  he  was 
not  present  at  the  ineetings  {being  absent  an  ajficial  duty 
as  Attorney  Crtneral^)  when  these  contracts,  so  ruinous  as 
they  alledged,  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  were  made." 
The  resolutions  do  not  exempt  Col.  Burr,  but  it  is  true 
that  they  refer  only  to  "such  of  the  commissioners  as  had 
an  agency  in  the  sales."  But  if  CoL  Burr  did  not  choose 
to  appear  personally  at  the  board,  can  it  be  possible  that 
these  enormous  sales  and  speculations  were  negotiating 
probably  for  months  and  months  in  the  city  where  CoL  Burr 
resided^  and  principally  effected  with  business  men,  with 
some  of  whom  he  no  doubt  was  in  the  habit  of  daily  inter- 
course, by  a  board  of  which  he  constituted  (Hie  member  of 
the  five  of  which  it  was  composed,  without  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  matter  1  Is  this  consistent  with  the  idea  we 
form  of  the  vigilant,  scrutinizing  GoL  Burr,  who  his  friends 
ia  those  days  alledged,  if  he  did  not  know  everything  in 
'^Heaven  and  earth,'*  at  least  knew  everything  material 
that  was  passing  in  the  city  of  New-Yorki  But  Mr.  Da- 
vis says,  ^^  he  was  absent  on  official  busbess.''  This  Mr. 
D.  does  not  affirm  from  his  own  knowledge  ;  and  as  he 
does  not,  it  is  fair  to  inquire  where  CoL  Burr  was,  and 
what  waiT  that  official  business  which  kept  him  for  months 
out  of  the  city  of  New- York!  In  page  288,  Mr.  Davis 
assigns  as  a  reason  why  Mr.  Burr  accepted  the  office  of 
Attorney  General,  "  that  the  seat  of  government  was  in 
New- York,  and  Mr.  Burr's  official  business  seldom  requi- 
red his  absence  from  home."  On  the  whole,  I  think  it 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  CoL  Burr  was  not  consulted, 
or  that  he  did  not  in  fact  consent  to  these  sales.  If  he 
did  not  appear  personally  at  the  board  at  the  time  when 
any  question  was  formally  decided,  it  was  in  accordance 
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with  that  extreme  caution  and  wariness  which  ^ways 
governed  his  public  conduct. 

After  a  very  long  and  acrinaonious  discussion  of  Col. 
Talbot's  resolutions,  they  wer^  finally  rejected,  and  on  the 
10th  of  April,  Mr.  Melancton  Smith,  as  pure  a  man  as 
ever  Uved,  introduced  a  resolution  approving  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  commissioners,  which  was  adopted  in  the  as* 
aembly  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  twenty. 
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FROM  THE  GENERAL  STATE  ELECTION  IN  VM,  TO  MAT  1»  ITML 

Ttedteefkwof  g^efttor  in  April,  IWS;  was  condiictk' 
ed  with  much  zeal,  a»idcafled^out,  in  ev^ry  comaty  in  tb^ 
state,  the  most  rancorous  criminations  and  recriminations. 
The  state  canvassers  who  met  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
June,  1792,  declared  George  Clinton  duly  elected  go- 
vernor by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  eight  votes. 
But  the  close  of  the  election  in  this  instance,  proved  to 
be  the  beginning  of  evils,  growing  out  of  party  collisions. 

By  the  laws  of  this  state,  from  the  organization  of  its 
government  down  to  and  subsequent  to  the  period  of 
which  I  am  now  writing,  the  votes  for  governor,  lieuten- 
ant governor,  and  senators,  were  canvassed  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature.  This 
commUtee  consisted  of  twelve  persons,  six  of  whom  were 
chosen  by  each  house.  The  ballots  taken  in  each  town, 
were  by  law  required  to  be  delivered  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
respective  counties,  whose  duty  it  was  to  put  them  into  a 
box  and  transmit  them  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  was 
required  to  deliver  the  boxes  containing  the  ballots  to  the 
canvassing  committee,  who  were  to  count  them,  and  de- 
clare what  candidates  were  elected.  The  decision  of  the 
canvassers  was  declared  by  the  statute  to  be  final  and  con- 
clusive. By  the  constitution,  article  12,  in  connexion 
with  article  0,  the  senate  are  constituted  judges  of  their 
own  members.  The  colonial  assemblies  had  always  ex- 
ercised the  right  of  judging  whether  their  members  were 
duly  elected,  a  right  which  seems  to  me  inherent  in  all 
representative  bodies.  It,  therefore,  seems  to  follow,  that 
when  the  legislature  enacted  a  law  that  the  decision  of  the 
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OHiiraaMfB  wa»  Mnriiisivd  as  mpected  tlleelBCtloDrol  jen*- 
tfftrs)  ^y  6Xieeed«df  tfaeip  pdweiv ;  bat  at  the  cenBtimtieiy 
fattd  iiot;dHigiiat«d  Ibe  peraoti»  who  weve  to  decide  oir  tfiat 
endeMe*oCtbeiekw«loB  of  a  gfovemor,  the  legtilatunB  htd 
otieoome^tim  yigbt;  and^  it  was  tbeir  duty  to  provide  by' 
kw  lor  their  a^pmitaaeot  These  romarles  wiU  be  founds 
te-faawiaibeari^gi  oar  thecentaoveniyt  the  history  of  whioh- 
l-^m^about^tir  refaile* 

Tbet  MliDg  oanvaesers  tfais>  year,  wena  Dand  Geleton^' 
TboflBM  TiUolsoD,  Melaoctoa  Snitiv  Damsl  Geaham^  F« 
Yut  Gootlaad  Jiv^  Damd-McCarty^  Jonathan  NL  Havens . 
SawueL  Jonas,  laaae  RoaeveU^  Leonard  Gaasevoort,  and; 
Joflbua  Saodfl«  Theso genfknen  diSered/iaopioion  aa io» 
tbO'  light  c)£  oaavaesing  and  allowiog  the  votes»  given  ini 
the  couBliea  of  Otsego^  Clinton,  aad^  Tioga,  the  aeYea>  first 
nfmtd  being  for  reg!^z^i  and  MesaiB*  Jones^  Boaevtlli^ 
(Sanesvoosty  and  Sands^  being  for  allowing  them.  Th^r 
qioesXbn  was  vitally  important,  bacanse  it  was  gpnenally: 
adxnitted  that  the  county  of  Otsego  bad  gtvan  nbont  fona^ 
hundred  majority  {bv  Mr.  Jay,  and  thai  Clinton  and» 
Tioga  would  not  materiaUy  dimiaah  that  majority^  14' 
therefore,  the  votes  from  these  counties  weoe  counted  and. 
aUowod^Mx.  Jay  was  elected;  if  rejected,  Mr.  Clinton 
waa  the  successful  candidate. 

After  considerable  diseussioni;  the- canvassers  i^rpeedidr. 
request  the  opinion  of  Rufus  King  and  Aaron  Bnrr,  thO' 
two  slate  setta.bors|  and  both  of  iimm  eminent  lai^eni. 
The  facts  in  the  case. are  so  clearly  and  distinetly  stated' 
by  the  comnuttee  in  their  communioatioa  to  Messrs*  King 
and  Burr,  that  I  cannot  better  present  them  to  the  reader 
oan  by  transcribing  that  statement 

The  canvassers  commence  by  stating  the  facts  in  relation: 
ta  the  Otsego  votes.  They  say  that  ^  by  the  twenty-^sixth 
section  of  the  constitutien  of  the  state  of  New- York,  it  is 
oadained  that  aherifis  and  eoponpra  he.  MOiaUy  appointed|.. 
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and  that  no  person  shall  be  capable  ot  holding  either  of 
the  said  offices  for  more  than  four  years  saccessively,  nor 
the  sheriff  of  holding  any  other  office  at  the  same  time. 
By  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  for  regulating  elections,  it 
is  enacted  that  one  of  the  inspectors  shall  deliver  the  bal- 
lots and  poll-lists,  sealed  up,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county ; 
and,  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  said  act,  it  is  further  enact* 
ed,  that  each  and  every  sheriff  of  the  respective  counliea 
in  this  state,  shall,  upon  receiving  the  said  enclosureSy 
directed  to  be  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid,  without  open- 
ing or  inspecting  the  same,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  put 
the  said  enclosures,  and  every  one  of  them,  into  one  box, 
which  shall  be  well  closed  and  sealed  by  him,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  with  the  name  of  his  county  written  on  the 
box,  and  be  delivered  by  him  into  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  this  state,  where  the  same  shall  be  safely  kept  by 
the  secretary  or  his  deputy.  By  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  said  act,  all  questions  arising  on  the  canvass  and  esti- 
mate of  the  votes,  or  on  any  of  the  proceedings  therein, 
shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
joint  committee  attending ;  and  their  judgment  shall  be 
final,  and  the  oath  of  the  canvassers  requires  them  faith- 
fully, honestly,  and  impartially  to  canvass  and  estimate 
the  votes  contained  in  the  boxes  delivered  into  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  this  state  by  the  sheriffii  of  the  several 
counties. 

"On  the  17th  of  February,  1791,  Richard  R.  Smith 
was  appointed  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  and  his 
commission  gives  him  the  custody  of  that  county  until  the 
18th  of  February,  1702.  On  the  13th  of  January,  17W; 
he  writes  a  letter  to  the  council  of  appointment,  inform- 
ing them  that,  as  the  year  for  which  he  was  appointed 
had  nearly  elapsed,  he  should  decline  a  re-appointment 

^'  On  the  30th  of  March,  1793,  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment appointed  Benjamin  Gilbert  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of 
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Ikb  «aid  tmMfj  ^Ih  i  comtfiiMlbii,  lii  the  tlstidl  fdHn,  to 
kftep  ihfc  MMty  ttalil  tb^  Itth  bt  T&hmtrf  ii^xt.  fils 
oMMttissiofi  WM  ddtivemi  to  Stephen  V&ti  R^fiSi^daer,  1^. 
on  the  13th  of  April  last^  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  the 
ma  Bmjtltnk  Oilbert.  By  tihe  affidkrit  of  the  said  ben- 
jamin Gilbert,  herewith  deliveredi  it  appear^  that  he  (lUnH- 
fied  itito  Ae  oflic^  of  6h^ff  6n  the  11th  day  of  May, 
17M.  On  the  Alst  tueiday  in  April,  V1l9iy  tiich^i  R. 
Smith  tmi  elected  snpcniri^f  of  the  toi^h  of  Otsego^  tn 
fliid  county,  and  to  the  flhd  Tu^day  ih  May,  took  tits 
seat  at  the  board  of  sti|iefvis(>r8,  and  asl^i^tetl  ih  the  kp- 
poifilittellt  d(  han  6ffic^fs  fot  the  doimty  of  Otsego.  By 
the  affidavit  of  Richard  R.  Smith,  herewith  delivered,  it 
app«<ii^  that  the  ballots  taken  in  the  couhty  ot  Oisegp 
W»t  d^Ktei^lfd  to  him  a»  sheriff,  ahd  by  kim  enclosed  in  a 
»li[id«nt  bo^,  ttti  ot  about  the  Std  df  Miay,  ivhich  bbt  he 
then  deliv^f ^  into  the  hands  of  Leonard  Goes,  a  person 
tp^tiblly  de|mt^d  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  the 
said  box  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  this  state,  which 
HM  a^cdfiKftgly  ddme,  as  appears  by  information  from  the 

^  A  Sdlftll  bundle  bt  (iapefs,  enclosed  and  sealed,  ^sts 
Mi'^lftlred  to  the  secretary  with  the  box,  dn  which  is  wfii- 
«tt,  *Th«  votes  of  the  town  Cft  Chefry  Valley,  in  ite 
county  of  Otsego.  Richard  R.  Smith,  sheriff.^  Several 
lAdatitSj  h^f^irith  dehtered,  state  certain  /acts  respect- 
ing this  iteparate  bundle,  said  to  be  the  votes  of  C^herry 
Valley. 

^  On  thiA  cUse  ariiit  th^  foUoVring  questions: 

^  i.  Was  Richatd  R.  Smith  thfe  sheriff  of  the  county 
df  Otsego  when  he  rfeceited  and  forwarded  the  ballots  by 
his  special  deputy! 

**  9.  If  hfe  KM  tiol  sheriff^  caik  the  Votes  sent  by  him  be 
legally  canvasaedl 
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^  3.  Can  the  jomt  committee  canvass  the  votes  whai 
sent  to  them  in  two  parcels,  the  one  contained  in  a  6oZ| 
and  the  other  contained  in  a  paper,  or  separate  bondlet 
Or, 

^^  4.  Ought  they  to  canvass  those  sealed  in  the  box,  and 
reject  the  othersi 

^^  Tioga. — ^It  appears  that  the  sheriff  of  Tioga  delivered 
the  box  containing  the  ballots  to  B.  Hovey,  his  spedal 
deputy,  who  set  out,  was  taken  sick  on  his  journey,  and 
delivered  the  box  to  H,  Thompson,  his  clerk,  who  de* 
livered  it  into  the  secretary's  office. 

^^  (iuestion.  Ought  the  votes  of  Tioga  to  be  oanvaaa- 
edi 

^^  CuNTON. — ^It  appears  that  the  sheriff  of  Clinton  de- 
livered the  box  containing  the  ballots  to  Theodoras  Piatt, 
Esq4,  who  had  no  deputation,  but  who  delivered  them  into 
the  secretary's  office,  as  appears  by  his  affidavit 

^^  Q^estian.  Ought  the  votes  of  Clinton  to  be  canvast- 
edr 

Upon  this  statement  of  the  case,  Mr.  King's  opinion 
was  that  inasmuch  as  the  term  of  four  years  had  not  ex- 
pired from  the  time  of  Smith's  appointment,  and  his  suc- 
cessor had  not  taken  possession  of  the  office,  he  was 
legally  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Ots^o  at  the  time  the  votes 
were  forwarded. 

2.  If  he  was  not  legally  sheriff,  he  was  sheriff  in  fact, 
and  though  such  acts  of  an  officer  de  facto  as  are  volun* 
tarily  and  exclusively  beneficial  to  himself  are  void,  yet 
such  acts  as  tend  to  the  public  utility  are  valid. 

3.  The  votes  from  Cherry  Valley,  which  were  put  into 
the  box  ought  to  be  canvassed  but  not  those  attached  to 
the  outside  of  it. 

4.  The  votes  from  Clinton  ought  to  be  canvassed,  be- 
cause a  sheriff  may  deputize  by  Darol. 
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6.  The  TOtes  of  Tioga  ought  to  be  canyaaeedy  although 
it  IB  doubtfiil  whether  a  deputy  of  a  sheriff  can  make  a 
.deputy,  yet  the  election  law  ought  to  be  construed  Ube* 
rally,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Col.  Burr's  opinion  was, 

1.  That  the  Otsego  votes  pught  to  be  rejected.  Be- 
.cause,  the  right  of  a  sheriff  to  hold  oyer,  was  m  Engird, 
created  by  statute,  which  was  evidence  that  at  com- 
mon law  the  right  did  not  exist  In  New-York,  there  is 
no  statute  authorizing  the  sheriff  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  his  office  after  his  term  expires ;  therefore  the  com* 
mon  law  is  the  law  of  the  state,  and  by  it  the  sheriff, 
when  his  term  expires,  ceases  officially  to  exist. 

2.  The  facts  show  that  Smith  was  not  sheriff  de  facto. 
With  respect  to  the  ballots  of  Clinton  county,  Mr. 

Burr  said  that  verbal  and  written  deputations  by  a  sheriff 
to  perform  a  single  ministerial  act,  are  of  equal  validity. 
I  therefore  infer  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  votes 
from  this  county  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Ab  to  the  Tioga  votes,  Mr.  B.  declared  it  as  his  opi 
nion,  that  a  deputy  sheriff  could  not  authorize  a  special 
deputy  to  perfom  so  important  a  trust  as  that  of  taking 
charge  of  the  ballots  of  a  county,  and  he  therefore 
thought  that  the  votes  from  Tioga  could  not  be  adjudged 
to  have  been  delivered  by  the  iherjff  to  the  secretary. 
The  opinions  of  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Burr,  are  given  in 
extenso  by  Mr.  Davis,  in  the  first  volume  of  his  Memoirs 
of  CoU  Burr,  page  336,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

A  majority  of  the  canvassers,  namely,  Messrs.  Gell^ton 
Tillotson,  Smith,  Graham,  Van  Cortland,  M'Carty  and  Ha- 
vens filially  decided  on  rejecting  the  votes  from  the  three 
counties*  Against  this  decision  Messrs.  Jones,  Rosevelt 
and  Gransevoort  protested  jointly,  and  Mr.  Stands  separate- 
ly, and  caused  their  protest  to  be  entered  on  the  minuUv 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 
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Td  my  mind,  tbe  reasotts  Assigned  by  Mr.  King  and  by 
the  iiifai6rity  of  the  Committee  m  their  protest,  are  Isttt^hg 
md  eonriiicliig.  I  thitdt  Riefaard  R.  Smith,  if  not  ie 
jwt  wad  4efMto  sheriff,  aftd  thaft  his  acta  as  such  m  tiih 
case  were  yalid.  It  would  be  preposteroiis  to  assuttie  that 
the  lair  6f  diis  «tate,  «a  it  then  exiaicd,  6otild  have  been 
Akirly  eoMtmed,  that  whenever  ffom  inaanity,  anddeii 
Aeath,  or  any  other  eause^  the  new  sheriff,  after  he  rec^t- 
^ed  hii^  commission,  dtd  not  qualify  himself  to  dischatg^ 
«us  duties  of  his  office,  by  the  yery  day  the  tetip  of  office 
Hf  the  old  sheriff  expired,  that  in  such  case  the  county 
was  Without  a  sheriffs  That  no  such  construction  had 
been  recognised^  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  settled  usage 
and  pmctioe  had  long  been  that  ttie  old  sheriff  held  until 
Ihe  new  one  actually  took  possession  of  the  office.  I 
a]lM>  think  that  the  verbal  deputation  by  the  sheriff  of 
CrHnton  to  Mr.  iPlatt  was  competent,  and  that  the  deputy 
lAieriff  of  Tioga  had  a  right  to  depute  a  person  to  canjr 
the  rotes  of  that  county  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  in 
tiiift  position  I  am  sustained  by  the  opinion  of  the  Kew- 
Torh  supreme  court.*  But  I  have  another  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  the  canvassers  ought  not  to  have  rejetited 
these  votes.  The  right  of  Suffrage  is  a  sacred  and  inva- 
luable right  which  belongs  to  the  elector,  and  of  whidi 
he  cannot  be  divested.  When  he  has  deposited  his  voti^ 
In  the  ballot  box,  he  has  exercised  that  right.  And  he 
tWght  not  and  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  effect  of  K,  either 
by  the  non-feasance  of  misfeasance  of  the  agent  to  whoflk 
the  law  commits  the  custody  and  care  of  bis  ballot.  If 
H  be  ih  existence  at  the  time  of  the  canvass,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  negligence  or  misconduct  of  the  agent 


*  In  ttw  ease  of  Hunt  «t.  finrrill,  •  Idhn.  R.  187,  the  cofeit  ezpiCMlf  decide  IM 
a  ikptAfthetUrnmf  dagMe  iMollier  to  ito  a  pmUMIftt  Ml,  nad  ttft  tinlA^Selriyi 
wat  held  in  Kogtand  m  Utlj  aa  Uie  time  of  Lard  Bolt.  1  flaUBsld  9%f^4sir 


who  WW  clws^  witk  tke  keepuig  of  it,  tb«  p9rpQ99  w|)0 
adjudicate  qpon  tb«  «l(K^ioji  of  the  c^iujid^te  »|ie  bomd 
to  allov  itr  tf  it  bf  lost  or  destroyed,  and  ii^%  vott 
would  )l«t¥e  cbiuaged  the  result)  iii  sHcb  ^a^e  «l  mw  ek<^ 
tioQ  Qugbt  to  h^  greeted*  The  IJiii^d  Statm  h^vf^  of 
r?pre«e^t»tiycp  have  loQg  wnce  ^rtabliab^  tbi9  rulo  that 
the  ial^tioii  of  the  Totert  whm  it  oaQ  be  aisQertamedy 
1^1  be  full;  carried  into  effeot*  It  was  im  aooordan^ 
with  this  principle^  that  they  decided  the  cave  of  laaM 
Williain8|  Jr,|  and  John  M.  Bovera  in  the  year  1813, 

But  what  could  Mr,  Clinton  do  1  Me  was  declared 
goyemor  by  the  oi^Iy  tribunal  which  had  a  right  to  apeak 
on  th«  aubject.  If  he  declined  acting,  the  atale  for  the 
tifne  being  would  be  without  an  executive  department^ 
elected  by  the  freeholders  ;  for  Mr.  Van  Cortland  waa  in 
the  same  position  with  him  aa  reapected  the  result  of  the 
election.  It  seems  to  me  be  was  right  in  acting  upon  the 
asaiimption)  that  the  decision  of  the  canvassers  was  correctr 
Still  I  cannot  think  he  ought  to  be  exonerated  from  all 
blame.  He  must  have  been  apprised  of  the  state  of  the 
case,  before  the  canvassers  decided--4»  time  was  taken  by 
them  to  consult  counsel  and  obtain  their  written  opinions* 
Ought  not  Gov,  Clinton  to  have  volunteered  his  advice  to 
them  t  And  if  he  had  advised  them  to  allow  the  disputed 
votes,  is  it  probable  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  being 
his  personal  and  political  friends,  would  have  rejected 
them  1  The  excitement  produced  by  a  heated  and  sharply 
contested  election,  in  the  result  of  which  he  was  personal** 
ly  concerned,  must  have  biassed  and  clouded  the  otherwise 
clear  and  pure  mind  of  the  governor.  But  how  easy  is  it 
for  us  to  persuade  ourselves  that  what  we  ardently  wish 
should  be  done,  it  is  right  that  it  riiould  be  done  f  How 
hard  is  it  for  the  most  pure  minded  man  to  adjudicate 
upon  a  question  against  his  own  wishes  and  interest  t 
Besides  this,  the  governor  would  have  had  to  contend}  and 
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dBd  hare  to  coatead,  not  only  against  his  own  interest  and 
wishes,  but  against  the  persuasions  and  wishes  of  all' 
those  political  friends  who  had  steadily  and  zealously  sup* 
ported  him^  and  whose  political  prospects  greatly  depend- 
ed on  the  decision  of  the  canvassers.  Considering  there- 
fore, the  strength  of  party  excitement,  and  the  weakness 
of  human  nature,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Clinton 
should  have  desired  that  the  canvassing  committee  should 
decide  the  election  in  his  fiftvor. 

The  soiators  elected  this  year  from  the  southern  dis- 
trict, were  Henry  Cruger,  Joshua  Sands,  and  Selah  Strong, 
all  federalists;  from  the  middle,  Joseph  Hasbrouck,  re- 
publican; from  the  western,  John  Frey,  in  lieu  of  Peter 
Schuyler  deceased,  federal;  and  from  the  eastern,  Robert 
Woodworth  and  John  Livingston,  republican. 

Upon  the  annunciation  of  the  decision  of  the  canvassers^ 
great  excitement  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  fede- 
ralists in  every  county  in  the  state.  Public  meetings 
were  held,  and  the  governor  was  denounced  as  an  usurper, 
and  the  canvassing  committee  as  corrupt.  Some  of  the 
public  meetings  protested  against  the  legality  of  the  acts 
of  Mr.  Clinton  as  governor;  and  the  state  seemed  mena- 
ced with  the  ascendancy  of  anarchy  and  utter  confusion. 
In  this  state  of  &e  public  mind,  it  is  consoling  as  well  as 
gratifying  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  Johi  Jay.  When 
the  canvassers  decided,  he  was  holding  a  circuit  court  at 
Bennington  in  Vermont.  On  his  return,  upon  entering 
the  borders  of  this  state,  his  political  friends  ran  together 
in  crowds  to  meet  him.  At  Lansingburgh,  Albany  and 
Hudson,  he  was  publicly  addressed;  and  when  he  arrived 
within  eight  miles  of  New-York,  he  was  met  by  a  body 
of  citizens  who  escorted  him  to  his  house  in  the  city 
Some  of  their  addresses  to  him  on  this  occasion,  were 
highly  inflammatory  and  very  severe  upon  the  conduct, 
character  and  motives  of  the  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton.     At 
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Kew-VoAj  immedBatelj  alter  his  UTiTai,  a  public  meet* 
ing  of  ^  the  firiends  of  liberty"  was  held,  ^^  and  a  conunit- 
tee  was  appointed  to  congratulate  him  on  his  return,  and 
to  express  to  him  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
late  attempt  which  had  been  made  ^  tn  contempt  of  the 
sacred  voice  of  the  people^  m  d^iance  of  the  constitution^ 
stnd  in  violation  of  the  uniform  practice  and  settled  prinr 
eiptes  of  UxmJ  to  deprive  him  of  the  high  office  to  which 
he  had  been  elected."     (1  Jay^  291.)    Amidst  these  ex- 
dting  scenes,  Mr.  Jay's  deportment  was  calm  and  digni- 
fied; no  bitter  or  heated  expressions  escaped  him,  and  hit 
replies  to  public  addresses  were  modest,  mild  and  concili- 
atory,  tending  to  quiet  the  heated  feelings  of  his  friends^ 
aad  to  produce  not  only  a  respect  and  obedience  to  the 
hws,  but  harmony  and  good  feeling  in  society.    I  cannot 
mi  this  occasion,  forbear  transcribmg  a  sentence  from  his 
answer  to  the  address  of  his  New- York  friends,  not  only 
becrause  it  does  great  honor  to  this  pure  and  upright  man^ 
bat  because  it  is  a  sentiment  which  ought  to  be  cherished 
by  every  frioid  to  social  happiness  and  the  stability  of  our 
civil  institutions.    ^  Every  consideration,"  says    Chief 
Justice  Jay,  ^^  of  propriety,  forbids  that  difference  in  opi- 
nion respecting  candidates,  should  suspend  or  interrupt  that 
natural  good  humor  which  harmonizes  society  and  softens 
the  asperities  incident  to  human  life  and  human  afSurs." 
Governor  Clinton  took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  first  day 
of  July;  and  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  partook  of  a  pub- 
lic dinner  tendered  to  him  by  his  political  friends  in  New* 
York.     The  venerable  Samuel  Osgood,  then  late  post- 
master general,  as  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  citizenS| 
delivered  an  address  to  the  governor  alluding  to,  and  ani- 
madverting with  some  severity  on,  the  conduct  of  his  op- 
ponents; to  whicJi  he  replied  in  a  conciliatory  but  dignified 
manner.    Some  of  the  regular  toasts  drank  at  this  dinneri 
may  afford  an  index  to  the  political  views  of  the  republi- 


(^  This  Cmrtit^oft  of  tlM»  ViiM  $tit«b» 
«  Tkomm  J^»«m.'* 

gDY^raiMiil  vas  oanKMl  at  tUff  ii»««ting9  l^vt  Gwi.  Wiikr 
uigtoii  wd  Mr«  Jeffersw. 

It  May  be  pvoper  here  td  mpiark,  th^t  ivfaeji  tke  FifMk 
aim>liitiQii  first  cfHwneBCfid,  and  indeed  after  U  hod  yr^ 
gfUBwd  fttr  a  ooiuiderahk  time,  tbere  waa  in  Ajiieriqa  blifc 
,  qua  feebag  a»d  one  view  in  relation  to  it.  AU  rejoieed 
liMlt  any  fiea^le,  and  especially  a  people  to  whose  aid  t^ 
Qnitod  States,  in  their  struggle  for  independence,  were 
ckeply  indebted,  had  thrown  <tf  the  shackles  ot  tyrannjr 
ayd  feeaired  to  be  free;  but  at  the  period  of  which  I  am 
i|0V  writuig)  many  of  the  Aaerioan  politicians  began  to 
disapprove  of  the  outrages  eommitted  by  the  Jacdbins  of 
9vanoe,  and  to  be  seriously  apprehensive  that,  considering 
the  good  feeling  so  universally  entertained  in  Ameriea 
towards  the  French  nation,  that  the  intrigues  of  the  latter, 
and  the  honest  sympathy  of  ttie  foraes,  Wki^i  involve  tha 
Amertean  republie  in  an  Eusopean  wniu  Those  appfa» 
hensions  carried  many  intelligent  men  so  iar  tha|  thay 
began  to  denounce  the  original  revohidon  in  France*  Is 
there  not  reason  to  suspect  that  soihe  of  the  latter  class  of 
polidcians  were  in  part  influenced  by  their  mercantile  and 
other  friends  in  Great  Britain  1  The  republican  party,  on 
the  other  hand,  advocated  with  great  wamMih,  the  French 
revolution,  and  hailed  its  authors  as  friends  and  brothers* 
It  is  the  tendency  of  political  parties  to  magnify  their 
differences  on  all  theoretical  questions,  and  apparently  ta 
diverge  wider  and  wider  from  ea$)h  other.  The  federalista 
accused  the  republicans  of  an  i^ndue  attaehmeait  to  Francaf 


Md  lliMte4  to  Md  tbem  raip^ns^o  fbr  aU  the  ^d  tlia 
ories  both  in  politics  wd  rtUgioo^  wbic^  at  times  appeamd 
and  dis^ppwred  in  Fiwoe*  Whilfi  Iha  lepublieaaa  charged 
tlie  led^riUt9t9  with  being  hoitil^  to  the  French  revolution) 
iMtfeasQMbly  favorable  t<»  lh«  SaritiBb  natioa,  and  in  &ety 
unfneiidly  not  only  to  liberty  and  fteedom  in  France,  but 
in  tbie  cpuatiy.  At  the  time  the  dinner  was  giyen  to  tim 
gQTwnorjL  t^lAe  fe^Ungs  were  jast  beginning  to  take  root 
in  tb^  mjjMia  of  the  leaders  of  the  two  parties.  I  regret 
t^  b#  oampelled  to  add,  that  they  sprung  up  and  continued 
bi  grow  wtil  they  eventually  furnished  a  distinguishinif 
qb^raQtenstio  of  the  reepeotive  parties. 

It  le  mneb  to  be  lamented  that  political  parties  shouM 
ev^r  be  baaed  on  n  difference  of  opinion  about  the  merite 
or  demerita  of  a  foreign  nation.  Political  controversien 
of  this  description  tend  to  degrade  us  in  the  eyes  of 
fioreignersy  to  create  the  most  bitter  animosities  at  home| 
and  to  extinguish  that  patriotic  ardor  so  essential  to  the 
independeneoi  and  I  may  add,  the  ezistenoe  of  a  free 
peapJe. 

I  have  before  stated  the  reasons  why  the  appointment 
of  a  fourth  judge  of  the  supreme  court  was  deemed  ne- 
oesaafyy  and  to  those  reasons  may  now  be  added  the  late 
Qieation  by  the  legislature  ef  several  new  counties.  Hie 
QQoncil  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  determined  to 
appoint  a  fourth  judge,  and  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
governor,  that  office  waa  in  the  first  instance  offered  to 
Aaron  Burr.  He  hesitated  about  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment, but  inasmuch  as  the  acceptance  of  that  office  would 
render  it  necessary  fbr  him  to  resign  his  seat  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  he  finally  concluded  to  decline 
receiving  the  office  of  judge.  After  Col.  Burr  had  de- 
clined, Morgan  Lewis,  the  attorney  general,  was  appoint- 
ed and  Nathaniel  Lawrence  was  created  attorney  general 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lewis.    These  appointments  were 
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•11  made  hj  the  votes  of  Messrs.  Pye  and  Van  Cortland^ 
and  the  casting  rote  of  the  goyemor. 

On  the  sixth  of  November,  the  legislature  met  in  New- 
York,  and  Mr.  Watts  was  again  without  opposition,  elected 
speaker.  The  governor's  speech  was  very  concise.  He 
stated  that  the  reason  why  the  session  had  been  appointed  so 
early,  was,  in  order  that  a  choice  of  electors  for  president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  might  be  made  in 
due  time;  and  he  urged  their  immediate  attention  to  that 
subject,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  an  early  despatch- 
of  other  public  business,  so  as  to  render  the  session  as 
short  as  possible.  It  may  be  that  this  suggestion  was 
Doade  in  anticipation  of  the  tedious  investigation  and  in- 
terminable acrimonious  disputes  in  which,  notwithstand** 
ing  that  suggestion,  the  two  houses  soon  afterwards  be- 
came engaged,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  canvassing 
committee.  In  the  senate,  the  canvassing  question  was 
immediately  raised,  by  an  objection  made  by  the  federal 
ists  in  that  body,  to  the  right  of  John  Livingston,  whom 
the  canvassers  had  declared  duly  elected  a  senator  from 
the  eastern  district.  That  district  included  the  county  of 
Clmton.  Thomas  Jenkins  was  the  opposing  candidate  to 
Mr.  Livii^ton;  and  if  all  the  votes  in  Clinton  county  had 
been  given  for  Mr.  Thos.  Jenkins,  he  would  have  been 
elected.  As  there  was  a  legal  possibility  that  all  the 
votes  were  so  given,  it  was  urged  that  if  those  votes, were 
improperly  rejected,  Mr,  Livingston  was  not  entitled  to 
his  seat,  and  that  a  new  election  ought  to  be  directed. 
The  federalists,  therefore,  contended  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  senate  to  review  the  decision  of  the  canvassers.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  that  the  decision  of  the  can- 
vassers was  final  and  conclusive,  even  on  the  senate. 

This  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Mr. 
Livingston  to  his  seat,  by  the  following  vote : — ^In  the 
affirmative,  Williams,  Swartwout,  Van  Cortland,  Grels- 
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Ion,  Sehenck,  Woodworth,  Hasbroack,  Webster,  Pye^ 
TiUotson^  Cantine,  Carpenter.  'Negative,  Frey,  Schuy« 
ler,  Van  Rensaeher,  Samls,  P.  Ganesvoort,  Jones,  Duow, 
Cmger,  Strong,  Powers.  For  the  affirmative,  12 — ^nega^ 
tive,  11.  This  vote  shows  the  strength  of  the  parties  in 
the  senate,  which  it  will  be  perceived,  was  unusually 
fuU.  After  Mr.  J.  Livingston  had  taken  his  seat,  there 
was  a  republican  majority  of  two.  Mr.  WilKams  of 
Watfhington  county,  seems  to  have  been  the  most  active 
on  the  democratic  side ;  and  Mr.  Jones,  who  it  will  be 
perceived,  had  changed  from  being  a  zealous  anil-fede- 
ralist^  to  an  equally  zealous  federalist,  was  the  most  effi- 
cient member  in  the  opposition.  He  with  several  other 
senators,  caused  a  protest  to  be  entered  on  the  journals, 
in  which  they  insist  with  great  force,  that  the  senate  are 
by  a  right,  secured  by  the  constitution,  of  which  they 
could  not  be  deprived  by  any  law  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture,  the  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  whether  they 
were  duly  elected.* 

"*  Thto  mble  lawyer  aad  Dtefol  legislator,  it  it  said,  was  a  little  inclined  to 
wliat  is  called  trimming  in  politics.  A  mariner,  if  lie  has  sea-room  enongh,  wiU 
nil  with  great  ease,  provided  he  will  shift  his  sails  every  time  the  wind  changes, 
so  that  Ids  Tessel  may  be  constantly  running  before  the  wind ;  and  therefore  in  aa 
elective  government,  the  politician  who  tacks  and  trims  his  sails  on  all  oecasioot 
ao  as  to  catch  the  popular  gale,  is  very  appropriately  called  a  trimmer.  As  Mr. 
Jones  was  generally  found  acting  with  the  majority  of  the  southern  district,  it  i- 
not  sorprising  that  he  acquired  something  of  the  ohaxneter  at  a  time  server. 
Though  he  by  no  means  deserved  it,  for  on  all  questions  of  principle,  he  was  deci- 
ded, firm,  and  unyielding.  But  he  was  m  kind-hearted,  social,  companionable 
man;  and  not  only  devised,  but  undoubtedly  did  much  to. advance  the  veal  ptosh 
perity  of  the  community.  There  is  so  much  frankness  and  good  nature  CTineed  by 
tte  following  anecdote  related  of  him  by  the  late  C%iof  Justice  Spencer,  that  I  can. 
not  refrain  from  inserting  it.  While  Judge  Spencer  was  a  state  senator  with  BIr. 
Jones,  he  said  to  him  one  day  in  a  jocular  manner,  «  how  is  this,  Hr.  Jones,  the 
majofity  in  the  sovthera  district  frequently  changes;  at  one  time  it  is  federal, 
then  it  is  republican ;  but  whether  the  one  or  the  other  party  have  the  majority, 
yon  always  get  your  election.  Pray  acquaint  me  with  the  means  you  use,  which 
secures  you  such  consunt  success  t"  «  Why,  Spancer,''  said  Jones,  (Us  pronnn* 
ciation  was  broad,)  '*  to  tell  you  the  truth,  wAcn  my  troop$  vo'nl/eliow  me,  1  foh- 
lorn  lAtm."  The  fact  was,  Mr.  Jones  while  a  member  of  the  coavention  at  Pough- 
k««psie  whibh  adopted  the  constitution,  became  in  principle,  separated  from 
Gov.  Clinton,  be  being  in  faror,  and  the  governor  being  opposed  to  that  instru- 
ment; bat  Mr.  J.  continued  to  be  ranked  among  the  supporters  of  Ciinton,  until 
the  election  in  April  1T99,  and  the  oontest  in  relation  to  the  canvassing  eommittea 
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Qm  the  )l3th  of  Vo^^mhwi,9kmA  eighty  im%  ealling 
tlumMlve^  depuUMt  firoBi  vmwhia  put*  «f  the  sUte,  op*- 
peigred  ii^  New-York  ''  to  aoHciii"  m  ihey  alhdgMt,  « ii 
le^itbMiv^  remedy  fov  Urn  laA*  putiiiigf^  tuil4  i»  hAVQ  beMi 
cqminiited  q^  tl|«  right  itf  tm#vi(g«  hy  a  majority  «f  the 
cwvi^fiAum  o<wmitt^«s"  Tb^y.w^ro  intmlnQed  to  th* 
b V  of  tke  «i8Qiably  with  gimt  fomalUy  and  wd«iniii^ 
by  Mr.  J*  O^  H^^a^i  vha  pr#fept»d  tbdbr  memorial. 
It  w^  refi^xred  to  4  cp9MWittoe  oi  the  wMe  home )  aadi 
tej(^  days  Mt^rwards,  the  Mse^bly  went  into  committeo 
on  that  $ubjectf  A  great  number  of  witaesses  weao 
swoip,  and  their  depositions  are  entered  at  length  on  tho. 
JQumala^  Mr*  Hoffman  and  Mr*  James  Kent  were  the 
principal  managem  on  the  part  of  the  memorialists.  H 
sqoi>  c^^ared  very  evident  that  there  was  a  deoidod 
majority  opposed  to  aay  legislative  aotion  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  the  investigation  was  pursued  with  great 
eagerness  on  the  part  of  the  federalists,  probably  in  ordav 
'  to  keep  up  and  increase  the  popular  exoitement  against 
the  governor  and  his  political  friends.  The  disputea 
about  the  formality  of  the  proceedings  and  the  proper 
questions  to  be  put  to  witnesses,  together  with  the  sub<- 
ject  matter  of  the  complaint,  seemed  to  furnish  never 
ending  topics  of  discussion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  intro- 
duced a  memorial  against  William  Cooper,  first  judge  of 
Otsego  county,  setting  forth  facts  on  which  the  memo- 
rialists alledged  that  an  impeachment  might  be  founded 
and  prosecuted  by  the  house  against  him.  In  support 
of  the  oharges,  a  vast  number  of  witnesses  were  sworn 
for  and  against  Judge  Cooper.  The  depositions  of  these 
witnesses,  so  far  as  I  have  examined  them,  do  not  go  to 
prove  any  palpable  misconduct  in  Mr.  Cooper  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  his  duty  as  a  judge,  or  any  illegal  or  corrupt 
acts  done  under  color  of  his  office ;  but  they  certainly 
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dt>  ftlrtntr  gttBH  ttistMAtLOi  ih  fttffi  M  a  tfitbeti,  dtiring  the 
canvass  in  Otadgo,  at  Uie  tftectioii  betWe^A  Jay  and  Clii^ 
%cm.  It  WM  depoflied  Aat  he  eftcowag^d  illegal  yotittg 
in  fa^o^  «f  Mr.  Jay)  that  he  knowingly  had  canted  men 
toirole  who  Wel^ndt  jfl^eheldeni ;  that  he  threatened 
^tel«  wtO^  mits  whd  eitpreftsed  a  with  to  rote  for  Mr. 
V?liAtoii,  Mi  thtft  be  ittetiaood  a  BAk  Cafinm,  who  came 
tb  file  pelh  to  challenge  iBegal  Vtiters^  that  if  he  chal- 
lenged any  one,  he  (the  jtldge^)  Would  forthwith  commit 
Mm  to  j«il«  It  inuBt,  boweVej^^  rery  soon  have  been 
ff¥U^nt  lh«it  fio^kig  eottid  b«  proved  against  Jndgi^ 
Oaeipiir,  on  which  an  impeaehment  oould  W  founded, 
fliiil  fb«  tevettigation  was  pursued^  and  indeed  Wak  not 
tfapoi«d  df  dnring  that  lo^  seMkuiy  mhicYk  continued 
titePongh  the  wintei^  tnd  I  believe  ran  into  the  aprii%  of 
IY9S<  For  my  part,  I  regard  thk  legislature  as  apend- 
lug  tite  greater  part  of  several  numths  for  tiie  aole  pUN 
paae  of  pli^itig  a  political  game.  The  federalists  had 
iBitituted  an  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  cai»- 
rassing  committee ;  not  with  a  view  of  inducing  atiy 
lagirtative  action^  (for  1  do  not  believe  that  such 
HMi  as  JanMRi  Kent  and  many  other  federal  membei^ 
would,  if  they  had  had  the  power,  have  ventured  at  that 
time,  by  legislative  enactments,  to  have  declared  the 
election  of  Oov.  CUn4a%  void,)  but  for  the  purpose  of 
rettderiag  the  governor  odious,  in  consequence  of  the 
tejeotioB  of  the  Otsego  votes.  As  a  sort  of  to  offset  or 
•ountcrraine,  I  suppose  the  democratic  party  got  up  the 
pmceedings  against  judge  Cooper  with  a  view  to  turn 
ibe  attention  of  tbe  public  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
eenvassers,  to  the  improper  conduct  of  tbe  leader  of  the 
iay  party  in  Otsego^  and  the  iUegal  votes  wUeh  were 
there  given  lor  Mr.  Jay.  The  assembly  finally  deci<Ied 
in  favor  df  the  proceedings  df  the  majority  of  the  can- 
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The  Presidential  electors  chosen  at  tfaui  session  were 
John  WoodhuU,  Edward  Savage,  Johanus  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Floyd,  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  David  Van  Ness,  Sam- 
uel Clark,  Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Yolkert  Yeeder,  Samuel 
Ward  and  Samuel  Osgood,  all  I  believe  republicans. 
They  were  nominated  by  ballot  in  each  house,  and  the 
successful  candidates  were  nominated  on  the  first  ballot. 
This  is  a  very  decisive  proof  that  there  was  a  decided 
republican  majority  in  both  houses. 

The  election  in  April,  1793,  resulted  in  a  triumphant 
federal  majority — ^the  southern,  eastern  and  western  dis- 
tricts returned  federal  senators.  From  the  southern  dis- 
trict Ezra  L'Hommedieu  and  Matthew  Clarkson  were 
ohosen,  in  the  eastern  district;  Zina  Hitchcock  was  elect- 
ed by  about  three  hundred  majority  over  Edward  Savage, 
and  in  the  western,  Jacobus  Yan  Schoonhoven  and  Ml- 
ehael  Myers  were  elected  by  more  than  sixteen  hundred 
majority.  It  was  in  the  middle  district  only,  where  the 
republican  senatorial  ticket  succeeded  by  the  election 
of  John  Cantine  and  Reuben  Hopkins. 

During  the  summer  of  1793,  Mr.  Genett,  who  had 
lately  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  quality  of  minis- 
ter of  the  French  Republic,  visited  New- York.  He 
was  received  by  the  republicans  of  that  city  with  the 
most  cordial  greetings.  A  committee  was  appointed,  of 
which  James  Nicholson  was  chairman,  who  in  behalf  of 
the  republicans  of  New- York,  made  an  address  to  him 
expressive  of  great  sympathy  for  the  French  people,  and 
highly  complimentary  to  the  minister.  The  federalists 
of  New- York  thereupon  held  a  meeting  and  adopted  and 
published  spirited  resolutions  in  support  of  the  neutral 
attitude  assumed  by  the  United  States  government,  as 
respected  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe.  ' 

The  legislature  met  at  Albany  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1794,    Jas.  Watson  of  New- York  was  ohosen  speaker. 
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The  governor  in  his  uddress  to  the  two  houses,  made 
•ome  general  remarks  in  relation  to  the  war  in  Europe. 
He  expressed  a  wish  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  but 
eomplained  that  the  British  had  not  surrendered  the 
western  posts,  according  to  the  stipulation  contained  in 
the  treaty  of  1783;  and  he  animadverted  with  some 
seTerity  on  the  delay  of  Great  Britain  in  the  perform- 
ance of  -that  part  of  the  treaty. 

At  that  time  our  criminal,  code  was  much  more  saii- 
gninary  than  at  present  Several  felonies  besides  that 
ef  .murder,  by  the  laws  then  existing,  were  punished 
with  death.  The  governor  recommended  a  revision 
and  amelioration  of  the  criminal  code.  He  urged  that 
tile  certainty  rather  than  the  severity  of  punishment  was 
the  best  and  surest  means  of  preventing  crime,  and  he 
closed  his  address  with  recommending  union  and  hanlio- 
ny,  and  a  speedy  despatch  of  the  public  business.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  that  the  speeches  of  Gov. 
CIint<m  were  all  short,  an  example  which  it  were  to  be 
wished  his  successors  had  followed.  Gov.  Clinton's 
speech  on  this  occasion  will  be  found  excellent,  both 
in  manner  and  matter. 

In  a  few  minutes  after  the  governor  and  senate  with- 
drew from  the  assembly  chamber,  and  as  soon  as  the 
speaker  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman 
el  New- York,  moved  that  the  house  should  forthwith 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  council  of  appointment.  He 
delivered  a  most  violent  philipio  against  the  existing 
council,  and  urged  that  they  ought  to  be  immediately 
arrested  in  their  nefarious  course.  He  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Ambrose  Spekceb,  who  that  session,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  assembly,  and  several  other  federal  members. 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Suffolk,  and 
Mr.  Comstock  of  Saratoga,  as  unusual  and  unprece- 
dented ;  and  ii  was  suggested  that  by  the  eonstitutk>% 
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Vkt  membein  of  th^  «otMicil  lia^  a  rfgkt  It^  hcM  ttieir 
Mbts  ibr  one  yeaf;  tlliU  thd  prelwnt  t(»«ili6il  h^i  Mt 
l»^efi  iti  office  it  ydftf^  Imd  ftbemld  ati6th«^  cuitiiftll  le 
liiat  ei^filfig  chosen,  Utt^  pM^ent  <$dtneil  wouM  hHVO  a 
tight  to  hold  tbeif  Offioeft  ttnd  diirehatgo  Hill  ftkMUMs 
aj^pertaifiing  tO  the  ooimci!  of  ttppcdntmetit  vtMl  k  ymr 
from  the  time  Of  their  eleotkm  had  e^iifed«  Vmj 
finally  moved  that  the  furChef  6ati9idiM*atfiMi  Of  ttih  UM#Ai 
tflOuld  b«  postponed  until  tb«  ne^ct  niOtnitig« 

The  po«tponetfietit  was  insisted  by  Mr^  Hottntti.  He 
Alleged  that  the  appointment  of  a  fifth  judge  of  Ae 
Mpretae  court  had  become  neee^dary,  that  be  had  iW- 
toh  to  believe  that  if  that  officer  tfboald  be  appointed 
by  iSkO  present  council,  a  very  unsuiUtble  iltan  would  be 
aeleCted— and  he  apprehended  that  Unless  the  hotfite 
bUttieFdialely  elected  a  new  council^  the  mischief  iroidd 
beeonsufnmated  Uiat  Veiy  evening. 

The  etisthig  council,  it  will  be  remembeted,  consist 
ed  Of  Mesits^  Gelston,  Hasbtonck  and  Woodworth, 
MpttbKcan,  and  Mr.  Ftey,  -a  federalist  The  fedend  par- 
ty desired  the  appointment  of  Egbert  Benson  to  tbe 
office  of  supreme  court  judge,  but  the  republicans  wore 
generally  in  favor  of  Peter  W.  Yates,  and  Mt.  K.  knew 
HX  any  rate,  that  the  majority  of  the  council  never 
Would  consent  to  the  appoLtitment  of  Mr.  Bonion«  it 
is  said  Gov.  Clinton  doubted  the  propriety  of  addiJ^ 
anothor  judge  to  the  bench  of  tbe  supreme  court,  and 
that  tbe  repubUean  part  of  the  council  were  divided  in 
their  opinion  as  to  tile  propriety  of  appointing  Mr; 
Ymtes.  I  find  an  entry  in  the  books  kept  by  the  cou^ 
Mi  at  a  meeting  held  some  time  before,  from  which  ft 
4tffffMifit^  that  the  subject  of  appointiii^  a  fifth  judge  waft 
%h«n  agitated;  that  tiie  council  were  divided,  two  of  HA 
tkMl  expi>essiiig  an  OpiaioSl  tl»t  an  additional  judg^ 
mm  uttMoessary^  aad  that  tiie  atiier.hdd  an  akivwii 


opiaioiK)  but  tiie  *  two  last  weutioiied!  eoafieiii<M«  eoidd^ 
not  agree  on  the  person  who  ought  to  be  appointed,     tt 
dM8  not  iqppeav  that  the  governor  expressed  any  opin- 
iMt*;  bull  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman*  now  livings  of  gn«fr> 
r^pe^tabiUtf,  who  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  members  of  tha* 
eouncil,  that  the  governor  was  indisposed  to  tiie  op^* 
poidtment  of  Mr.  Yates,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wished 
te  avoid  a  direct  refusal  to  nominate  him,  because  snob 
refusal  would  disaffect  some  of  his  best  friends.     UivieK 
these  cireumstaneeSy  it  strikes  me  that  the  hot  and* 
iadecent  haste  of  Mr.  Hoffman  and  his  friends,  was^ 
qute  unjustifiable,  it  being  most  evident  that  bs  the" 
majority  of  the  counoil-  were  decided  political  fiiends" 
of  the  govertior,  had  he  been  desirious  that  the  appoints 
meat  of  a  judge  should  have  been  made  by  that  coon^ 
ciiy  ht  might  have  eflected  it,  even  at  the  very  time  andl 
while  Mr.   Hoffman  was   delivering,  his   inflammatoFjr. 
speech  against  the  governor  and  councO.     One  object  of 
Mvi  Hoffman,  however,  might  have  been  to  continue  and 
ioeitease  die  agitation  of  the  public  mind.     Mt*  Hoff*- 
'  motion  was,  notwittistanding  the  vigorous  oppo- 
p  made  to  it,  adopted,  and  a  council  was  that  eve*' 
nklgrcfaosuft,  consisting  of  Philip  Schuyler,  Zina  Hitch^- 
c#elr,  Selah  Strong  and  Reuben  H<^pkins,  the  three  first 
netted  gentlemen  being  federalists.    Shortly  after  the 
cwetion  of  the  new  council,  Egbert  Benson  was  appoint-^ 
ed'ajvdge of  the  supreme  court. 

On  this  occasion  the  members  of  the  couneil^  for  the 
fint  tim%  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  claimed  and  exer- 
cised a  eoDcurrent  r%ht  with  the  governor,  to  the  non»* 
nalioirof  ofieers;  Mr.  Clmton  having  refused  to  nom- 
natb*  Mrii  Btensony  one  of  the  ca«ncil  ncuninated  him, 
aadMthree  of  them  voting  for  him,  he  was  declared  duly 
i^poiattod^'   Gov.  CSiaton  protested  against  this  proceed* 

•  mriMr.  MIS  w;ttbdwdit&:t 
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tngy  insisting  that  the  exdusive  right  of  mmunation  w«9 
vested  in  him  by  Ae  con8titati<m« 

A  joint  resolution,  during  this  session,  passed-  the 
assembly,  requiring  the  council  of  appointment  to  cause 
the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  be  published,  but'  I' 
cannot  find  that  it  passed  the  senate. 

A  bill  was  introduced  into  the  senate,  authorising  i 
sheriffs  of  counties  to  hold  tiieir  offices   respectiTelj 
until  new  sheriffs  should  be  appointed  and  should  duly - 
qualify  themselves  for  the  execution  of  their  office. 
A   preamble   was  attached  to   this   bill,   making  the 
act  declaratory,  and  so  worded  as  to  imply  a  censurS' 
upon  the  canvassing  committee  of  1792 ;  but  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Tillotson,  it  was  struck  out  by  one  ma- 
jority.    This  vote  would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  majo« 
rifj  of  the  senate  was  friendly  to  the  governor.    Four 
senators  were  absent 

The  assembly  took  into  consideration  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  memorial  against  Wiliam  Cooper,  which  had 
occupied  so  much  of  the  time  of  that  house  at  the  last 
session,  and  which  was  left  by  them  as  unfinished 
business  ;  but  Mr.  Hoffman,  previous  to  any  discussion, 
offered  a  resolution  purporting  that  the  complaints 
against  Judge  Cooper,  of  official  misconduct,  was  not 
supported  by  the  evidence,  and  that  &e  memorial  be 
dismissed  ^^  as  frwolous  and  vexatious*^*  A  motion  was 
made-  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
directed  the  memorial  to  be  dismissed  as  frivolous  and 
veoDoHous^  but  it  failed,  forty  to  nineteen.  Among  the 
names  of  those  who  voted  with  the  majority,  I  find  that 
of  AMBaosE  Spencer.  The  assembly  further  resolved 
that  the  clerk  should  cause  that  resolution  to  be  pub* 
lished  in  three  of  the  public  newspapers*  That  there 
was  no  proof  of  official  misconduct,  is  undoubtedly 
correct,  for  the  depositions  are  to  be  found  among  the 
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miButes  of  the  assembly,  and  I  have  eniaanined  them 
with  care.  But  unless  the  testimony  of  Andrew  Can- 
npp,  James  Moore,  (a  very  respectable  man,)  Mr.  Tur- 
nicliff,  who  was  then  a  magistrate,  and  Judge  Hudson, 
of  Cherry  Valley,  were  absolutely  false,  surely  the  me* 
morial  was  not  ^^frwol<m8.^^  This  was  unquestionably 
a  party  vote,  and  shows  the  great  strength  of  the  fede- 
ralists tiiat  year  in  the  assembly.  I  See  Jfote  Jl.  Vol.  2.] 

A  bill  was  introduced  into  the  assembly,  which  be^p 
came  a  law,  amending  the  statute  regulating  elec- 
tions, and  requiring  the  town  inspectors  to  canvass  the 
votes,  and  return  the  result  of  their  canvass  in  the 
same  manner  substantially,  as  is  now  practised.  * 

After  this,  nothing  material  occurred,  as  relates  to 
the  movements  of  the  two  parties,  until  after  the  election^ 
in  1794.  That  election  terminated  as  the  preceding 
one  had  done,  in  favor  of  the  federalists. 

In  the  western  district,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and 
John  Frey  were  re-elected  to  the  senate  almost  without 
opposition.  They  received  more  than  five  thousand 
votes,  and  the  opposing  candidates  failed  of  obtaining 
more  than  two  hundred  and  forty. 

In  October,  1794,  the  governor  caused  to  be  published 
a  protest,  drawn  up  by  him  on  the  last  day  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  eouncil,  which  was  the  24th  of  March  prece* 
ding,  and  filed  by  him  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  against  the  proceedings  of  the  majority  of  the 
council. 

It  appears  that  the  council  had  decided,  that  in  all  o^ 
9eB  where  the  number  of  officers,  such  as  judges,  justices 
of  the  peace,  &c.,  was  not  ascertained  and  limited  by 
law,  the  number  should  be  fixed  by  the  majority  of  the 
council,  and  that  in  cases  where  the  officer  was  required 
to  be  commissioned  annually,  as  in  the  case  of  sheriffii, 

the  council  had  a  right  to  resist  the  re-appointment  of 

«  8m  Note  N. 
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the  incumbent  without  assigning  any  cause ;  and  there- 
by, as  Mr.  Clinton  alleged,  displacing  the  officer.  The 
governor  in  his  protest,  alleged  that  f>y  the  constitution 
he  was  charged  with  tKe  faithful  execution  of  the  l^ws. 
and  he  therefore  inferred,  that  according  to.  the  sgirijb  pj^ 
the  constitution,  he  was,  in  cases  not  provided  forbjr.le* 
gislative  enactment,  vested  with  exclusive  discretion  in 
respect  to  the  number  of  officers  necessary  for  the  propior 
execution  of  the  laws.  J7e,  being  held  responsible^  for 
such  execution,  was  necessarily  the  judge  of  the  proper 
means  of  effecting  it.  If  that  discretion  was  confided  to, 
others,  so  many  officers  might  be  created  as  to  cause 
contusion,  or  so  few  that  the  force. would  not  be  compe-^ 
tent  to  accomplish  the  end. 

'  Again,  he.  alleged  that  although  by  the  words  of  the^ 
constitution,  the  continuation  of  an' incumbent  in  offic,e, 
was,  by  the  constitution,  referrejd  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
council,  "  by  this  was  not  intended  a  capricious y  arbitrary 
pleasure  J  but  a  sound  discretion  to  be  exercised  for  the 
promotion  of  the  public  good?'*  That  a  contrary  practice 
would  tend  to  render  the  action  of  the  government  un- 
stable, and  the  administration  of  justipe  u^isafe ;  and  he 
added,  that  whenever  parties  exist,  the  cpnseq^uence  of 
this  practice  would  be  "  to  deprive  men  of  their  offices  Je- 
cause  they  have  too  much  independence  of  spirit  to  sup^ 
port  measures  they  suppose  injurious  to  the  communUyj 
and  might  induce  others  from  undue  attachment  to  office^ 
to  sacrifice  their  integrity  to  improper  considerations,^ 
When  it  is  recollected,  that  ajt  the  time  this  remark  wie^ 
made,  neither  the  council  on  whos^  conduct  the  governor 
animadverted,  nor  any  other  class  of  men,  entertained 
for  a  moment,  the  idea  of  removing  able  and  faithful  offi- 
cers because  of  their  political  opinions ;  but  that  the 
governor  complained  because  the  council  then  in  office 
had  merely  refused  to  re-appoint  persons  eligible  to  a 


1794.]  or  NEW-YORK.  86 

re-ap})ointmeiit,  who  had  discharged  their  duty  faith- 
fully^ we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  severity  of  this  re- 
buke to  sulisequent  councils,  many  of  whom  we  shall 
see  were  the  governor's  own  political  ifriends. 

Upon  the  publication  of  this  document.  Gen.  ^chuyler^ 
Selah  Strong  and  Zina  Hitcl^cock,  the  thre^  federal 
members  of  the  council,  publisbed  a  very  long  reply  to 
it,  in  which  they  endeavored  to  show  that  Gov.  Clin- 
ton^s  practice  had  not  corresponded  with  the  precepts 
contained  in  his  protest.  But  it  will  be  found  that  they 
do  not  tnake  out  a  very  strong  case.  Thfey  citfe  several 
instances  where  appointments  in  the  militia  were  made 
not  according  to  seniority;  and  particularly  the  case  of 
Gen.  John  Williams  of  Waahmgton  county,  then  a  mem-^ 
ber  of  the  state  senate,  who  harl,  iuririg  the  jrevolutioil- 
ary  war,  been  removed  from  the  office  of  colonel,  and 
expelled  from  the  senate,  in  consequence  of  a  charge. 
Igainst  him  of  peculation  ktid  of  defraudiki^  the  officers 
and  privates  of  his  regiment,  but  who  had  subsequently 
been  appointed  out  of  the  regular  order  of  military  pro- 
motion to  the  office  of  brigadier  general.  The  only  oivil 
case  to  which  they  refer,  is  that  of  Benjamin  Gilbert, 
who  in  the  winter  of  1792,  was  appointed  sheriff  of  the 
eounty  of  Otsego,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  1793,  the 
governor  had  nominated,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
council,  appointed  Samuel  Dickson  his  successor,  with- 
out giving  Mr*  Gilbert  any  notice  of  charges  against 
him.  Mr.  G.  was  an  active  and  zealous  partizan  of 
Judge  Cooper ;  and  the  documents  which  had  been  com-^ 
municated  to  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
jection of  the  Otsego  votes  with  the  memorial  against 
Judge  Cooper,  implicated  him,  or  at  least  shewed  him  to 
be  an  heated  and  over-zealous  paHiean.  That  these 
grave  counsellors,  after  their  laborious  search,  should 
have  been  able  to  find  only  one  instance  of  a  civil  tif^ 
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pointment,  and  that  an  extreme  one,  wherein  they 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  complain  of  €tie  governor'^ 
practice  as  having  been  inconsistent  with  his  doctrine, 
isy  in  my  judgment,  high  evidence  of  the  unexception* 
ble  manner  in  which  he  had' generally  exercised  the  ap- 
pointing power.* 

The  legislature  met  iii  Pbughkeepsie,  January  6}  1796* 
Gen.  North  of  Duanesburgh  was  chosen  speaker.  The 
contest  was  between  him  and  the  late  speaker,  Mr.  Wat- 

*  T«  iihow  tto  iMBaar  #1  ytoMeiinff  bf  Um  m«mU  dwlng  Qow»  OHatiata 

udmiiiiBtratioai  wlien  an  attempt  vat  made  to  remove  an  oflker  vlio  held  Ut 
office  durinc  the  pleasure. of  the  appointing  potrer'i  I  give  the  following  extract 
ftoo  dM  mfawtet  of  the  eenneil  of  179r,  at  whleh  tliAe  the  eoUeetort  of  the  enr 
toms  were  appointed  hf  that  body. 

*' At  a  council  of  appointment  held  at  the  eenate  chamber  in  the  dtf  of  New- 
Veok,  on  Satoidayi  the  Slat  dnfttf  April,  ITST. 

Prcicfif— His  Excellency  Georice  Clinton,  Esq.  President, 

James  Oilesi  Esq.  eidiibited  the  following  charges  against  John  Lamb,  colleetor 
of  the  port  of  New-Totli: 

**  That  one  Stone  informed  him  that  three  cheeses  weie  taken  coming  on  short 
from  the  packet,  without  a  permit ;  that  the  collector  being  informed  thereof 
said  It  would  not  answer  to  Ubel  them,  as  the  expense  of  libelling  was  too  high ; 
that  they  were  thereupon  divided,  and  CJU  coUteUr  took  one.  That  BIr.  Sterens, 
one  of  the  tide  waiters,  had  applied  to  him  to  libel  seren  cheeses  wliich  had 
been  seiied  for  being  landed  contrary  to  law}  that  he  drew  the  libel ;  on  whtc^ 
Mr.  Slovens  desired  him  to  stop  the  prosecation,  because  the  collector  told  him  the 
expenses  would  exceed  the  value  of  the  cheese  ]  that  the  said  Stevens  informed 
him  that  the  said  cheeses  were  divided,  between  the  colleetor  and  him. 

"  The  said  John  Lamb  being  present,  requested  of  the  council  to  be  heard  in  hit 
defence ;  whereupon  Jtctolved,  tliat  the  council  will  be  ready  to  hear  the  parties 
with  their  respeetlve  evidences  on  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  moniing," 
to  wliich  time  the  council  then  adjoamed. 

On  Monday,  33d  April,  the  council  met  porsoaut  to  adjournment.  Tlie  parties 
appeared,  and  the  above  and  several  other  chaises  were  exhibited  by  Mr.  Oikt 
and  Mr.  Roorback  against  Mr.  Lamb.    The  record  then  slates  that 

«The  council  having  heard  the  proofs,  and  allegations  in  support  of  the  seve- 
ral charges  exhibited  as  aforesaid  against  John  Lamb,  esquire,  and  having  alio 
examined  the  books  of  the  custom  house,  and  the  several  manifests  and  vouchers, 
as  to  the  duties  in  the  several  cases  in  wfiieh  such  malpractices  where  chargedi 
and  having  duly  considered  the  same, 

**  Retohodj  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  council,  the  charges  exhibited  against  the 
said  John  Lamb,  esquire^  are  wholly  unsupported  and  groundless,  and  that  from 
the  investigation  of  tbe  said  eharges,  and  the  ovidwee  produced \a  support  of  them 
nothing  hath  appeared  to  alter  in  the  least  degree,  the  good  opinion  this  eovneif 
entertains  of  the  fideliiy  and  integrity  of  the  said  colleetor  in  the  execution  of 
tJ» 
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•Soth  wgmUoBm  ifere  federalists,  but^  ttie  Aofthcfni 
^okdfwmtxm  members  generally  supported  Nbrtb,  tod  he 
•was  elecied  by  airote  of  thhtji^tfaree  against  twenty-eight* 

Ooremor  Clinton  addressed  a  letter  to  the  iientenant  got- 
^amor  and  qpealdear  of  4&e  hotfse,  dated  at  Gfeenwich,  where 
iKribcn-'wasyinletfliittg  them  that  be  was  and  hadlbeen  for 
s»loiigtni»OBnfinM  to  hia  soom  by  sidcness,  (the  inilamma- 
'tosyTh«aBiatism,)snd  that  he  was  apprehensive  he  should 
ba  vaaUe  peieonally  to  be  at  PonghkeepMe  duriag  the 
iKBnon  $  ^e  therefore,  instead  of  the  usual  annual  speech| 
aent  them  a  written  mes^ge. 

In 'his  messsage,  be  exhorted  the  legislature  to  take 
«i6asures  imr  patting  the  state  in  a  betteriCCRidkion  to  re- 
pel invasion,  and  he  again  urged  upon  the  legislature 'die 
liropricty  of  revising  the  criminal  laws.  He  recommend^ 
•coi^aement  at  hard  labor  to  be  substituted  for  the  punisln 
ment  of  many  erimes  for  whieh  death  was  then  infliotM. 
He  also  reminded  the  legislature,  that  while  liberal  preivi- 
aiona  had  been  made  for  the  endowment  of  colleges  and 
Mher  s«ntnaries  in  whieh  the  higher  branches  of  learning 
were  tau^t,no  legislative  aid  had  yet  been  given  to  Com- 
iioir  ScBOOLS,  and  he  recommended  that  provisions  should 
be  made  for  their  improvement  and  encouragement.  This 
was  the  first  oflicial  movement  made  in  this  state  in  behalf 
w£  those  institutiomH-institntioDs  upon  which,  under  Ood, 
depend  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tbe 
people  of  this  state.  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that  the  1^^ 
lafure  did  not  disregard  this  recommendation;  on  the 
contrary,  at  that  very  session,  they  passed  a  law  appropri- 
ating annually  for  five  years  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  directed  the  specific  sums  to  be  paid  by  the  treas- 
nnx  to  eaoh  county.  The  act  further  provided,  that  th^ 
board  of  sopervisors  in  the  respective  counties,  should  ap^ 
portion  the  money  among  tbe  respective  towns,  and  a  sum 
equal  to  one-half  the  sum  received  from  the  state  by  the 


,tpvn  and  ftdded  ie  ibe  bontitgr  lyf  Ibe  flMsbe.  Tke  wwi  Umb 
inade  up  wfl^  ta  be  diatribiitod  in  eteb  school  distdctiHi- 
Aer  the  direction, of  town  oammimom^m* 

Jacobus  Van  Scbooohov«ii,  Bichaod  Hatfield^  WiUibvi 
Pi0wei9|  and  Josqph  Hashrouck  were  elected  memhaB  of 
the  council  of  appointment  this  year,  die  Uvee  farijaer  of 
.whom  were  federalists.  The  electaoii  of  Mr«  fiaehrowk 
was  .unanimous.  The  average  vote  on  the  choifie  of  dtt 
.Irther  inenibers  was  thirtj-six  to  twenty-nine ;  showing* 
federal  majority  in  the  assembly  of  seven. 

The  term  of  service  of  Rufus  King,  in  the  U«  S«  Senate, 
jppa  tp  esqwre  ax  the  4th  March,  1796,  and  on  the  SUA 
Jmrn^t  he  was  re-elected  for  the  six  succeeding  years. 
'The  ^obe  stood  for  Mr.  E.  in  the  senate,  two  majority ;  in 
4|ie4^siembly,  five.  About  this  time,  Gov.GlintQn  publM^ 
jfA  an  address  to  the  FssBHOLDiEas  of  the  state  of  New- 
Yofkp  dated  on  the  33nd  January,  in  which  he  declined 
Ming  ^  candidate  for  governor  at  the  .ensuing  idection* 
7%e  lett^,  like  all  his  written  eonununicalions,  is  short, 
^t  it  does  honor  to  his  head  and  heart.  He  had  held,  he 
aaid,  for  nearly  thirty  years  eieetive  offices,  {he  was  seve» 
#)al  years  a  member  of  the  colmiial  asaembly,]  which  had 
aompelled  him  to  devote  almost  all  his  time  to  the  4ia^ 
iC^arge  of  the  duties  connected  with  them,  and  his  private 
alhirs  required  his  attention.  His  health,  too,  had  be* 
oome,  so  much  impaired,  as  to  render  it  his  duty  to  retire 
from  active  business.  In  allusion  to  &e  office  he  then 
•  held,  he  said  he  ^^  withdrew  from  a  situation  n^rer  soliek-' 
ed  by  him,  which  he  accepted  with  diffidence,  and  from 
which,"  said  he,  ^^  1  shall  i^re  with  pleasure."  He  diank- 
ed  them  cordially  and  feelingly  for  their  continued  confi*- 
dence  and  support  during  the  trying  scenes  through  which 
be  had  passed.    He  was  then  about  fifty-six  years  oUL 
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liieHt.  GcFv«  Van  Cortland  at  the  stone  time  'declined 
«  re-electtoh  in  eonsequence  of  hit  advanced  age. 
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i    ,'  C^iettt.  GcFv.  Van  Cortiaiid  at  the  same  time  ^declined 

[^k       «•  re-^lectioh  in  eonsequence  of  hii  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Clinton  had  fiHed  the  efxectire  chair  from  the 
^orgaaiisation  of  the  government;  bat  the  step  now 
taken  by  him  rendered  certain  that  a  change  in  that  im- 
-pentant  office  would  be  prodneed  »t  the  next  election. 
;  4oKte  disunity  wad  felt  by  the  federalists  in  the  selec- 
iion  of  a  candidate  for  governor.  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
vpoken  of,  btrt  he  positively  declined.  Mr.  Jay  was  in 
'England,  where  he  had  been  sent,  much  against  his  own 
wishes,  to  negdtiate  a  treaty  with  the  government  of 
%at  country^  He  was  beyond  question,  not  only  the 
most  competent,  but  personally  the  most  unexception- 
-able  candidate ;  and  the  indignation  felt  at  the  manner 
in  which  his  election  had  been  defeated  in  1792,  furnish- 
ed additional  capital  in  his  favor.  It  was,  however,  then 
generally  anticipated  that  Mr.  Jay  would  conclude  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  warm  sympathy  felt 
for  the  French  republic,  combined  with  the  existing 
prejudices  againrt  Great  Britain,  which  •  pervaded  the 
mass  of  people  in  the  state  of  New- York,  rendered  it 
more  than  probable,  that  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  would  be 
unpopular,  and  that  a  portion  of  odium  would  attach  to 
the  negociator.  Thi^  consideration  might  well  have 
excited,  and  did  in  fact  produce  doubts  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  fixing  upon  Mr.  Jay  as  the  gubernatorial  candi- 
date ;  but  then  it  was  expected  that  the  contents  of  the 
treaty,  if  one  should  be  concluded,  would  not  be  made 
public  until  after  the  election,  and  it  would  be  too  absurd 
for  a  party  to  oppose  Mr.  Jay  for  agreeing  to  make  a 
treaty,  without  knowing  what  that  treaty  contained. 
The  event  justified  the  expectation  of  the  federalists. 
The  contents  of  the  treaty  were  not  publicly  known  till 
the  2nd  July,  1796. 
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The  federalisto  finattjr,  at  &  sort  of,  legisIstlTe  oaaetii, 
nomiiiated  John  Jay  foi:  govemori  and  Stepheni  Van 
ReASselaer  for  lieutenant  governor.  Mr*  William  Jay 
(1  Jay,  365)  says  this  nomination  was  made  without  the 
knowledge  of  hi^  father. 

The  democratic  party,  after  anxiously  lookipg  about 
for  candidates,  at  length  selected  Chief  Justice  Yatea 
for  govemori  and  William  Floyd  for  lieutenant  goveiv> 
nor.  Col.  Burr  had  been  spoken  of  as  a  candidate,.  J 
believe,  by  individuals  of  both  parties,  but  his  nomina- 
tion by  the  majority  of  either  party  could  xiot  be  obtain- 
ed. Judge  Yates  surely  could  not  complain  of  a  wai^ 
of  public  attention,  for  within  the  space  of  six  years, 
he  was  the  candidate  for  both  political  parties,  and  must 
at  one  time  and  the  other  have  received  the  votes  of 
nearly  all  the  freeholders  in  the  state.  If  we  were 
allowed  to  consider  the  two  elections  one,  he  actually 
received  the  votes  of  nearly  all  the  freeholders  in  the 
state  for  the  office  of  governor,  and  yet  was  not  elected* 
Was  not  such  a  result  politically  right  ? 

At  the  April  election,  in  1795,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Van 
Rensselaer  received  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  state,  and  were  declared  by  the  state 
canvassers  duly  elected.  The  federalists  also  obtained  a 
majority  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 


A 
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CHAPTER  IV-, 


FBOll  APBILy  ITM,  TO  MAT,  MM. 


"'The  senators  elected  this  year,  were  John  D.  Co«| 
Richard  Hatfield,  Philip  Livingston,  Ambrose  Spencer 
and  John  Frey,  all  of  them  federalists. 

Dk  Witt  Clinton,  afterwards  governor  of  the  state^ 
was  one  of  the  candidates  of  the  republicans  of  New- 
York,  for  member  of  the  assembly  from  the  city,  but  fail- 
ed of  obtaining  his  election. 

The  result  of  the  state  canvass  was  declared  on  the 
S6th  May,  and  two  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in 
New-York,  from  the  court  of  London,  after  an  absence  of 
a  year  and  sixteen  days.*  His  arrival  was  hailed  by  the 
acclamations  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  native  city.  ^^  A 
large  concourse  of  citizens,"  says  Mr.  William  Jay,  *^  as- 
sembled to  welcome  their  new  governor,  and  to  greet  the 
envoy  whose  successful  mission  procured  peace  to  the 
country  ;  the  crowd  attended  him  to  his  dwelling,  and 
the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannon  evinced  the 
joy  his  arrival  had  inspired." — (1  Jay^  356.) 

Although  the  biography  of  Gov.  Jay,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  was  written  by  his  son,  Judge  Jay  of  Westches^ 
ter  county,  it  is  nevertheless  most  evidently  executed  with 
great  candor  and  impartiality,  and  a  sacred  regard  to 
truth,  as  is  everything  else  that  comes  from  the  pen  of 
that  pure  and  benevolent  man.     Notwithstanding  this,  1 

•  Bb  Mlled  ibr  Ei«lnid|  Mky  U,  1794.-1  Jay,  814. 
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cannot  but  suggest  that  public  demonstrations  of  approba* 
tion  and  respett  for  men  possessed  of  power,  and  who  at 
their  discretion,  dispose  of  state  patronage,  are  in  most 
instances,  even  in  this  free  country,  extremely  deceptive* 
That  there  w^re  many  in  that  great  assemblage  of  citi- 
zens, who  joined  with  the  multihi^e^hisbouting  hosan&a^ 
to  Mr.  Jay,  ^^  who  followed  him  for  the  loaves  andfishes^^ 
but  whose  hearts  at  that  moment  burned  with  envy  and 
jealousy,  I  have  iK>t  a  shidow  of  )dD«bt.  The  outbreak 
of  popular  indignation  which  <Aortly  afterwards  was  ex- 
hibited on  (he  publication  of  the  British  treaty,  afford  prer 
sumptive  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  suggestion. 

It  would  be  quite  foreign  from  my  object  to  discuss  the 
iherits  ot  that  treaty,  and  at  this  time,  such  a  discussion 
would  be  useless,  even  if  its  merits  came  within  the  scope 
of  the  task  t  have  undertaken  to  perform.  It  must  suffice 
to  remark,  that  while  on  the  one  hand,  I  believe  it  will  be 
now  admitted,  that  the  treaty  did  contain  some  stipulations 
seriously  objectionable;  on  the  other,  that,  considering^ 
the  relative  situation  of  the  two  nations,  it  was  the  best 
treaty  which  could  at  that  time  have  been  obtained,  that 
few  men,  and  perhaps  no  other  man  in  the  United  States 
except  Mr.  Jay,  would  have  been  able  to  have  procured 
a  treaty  as  favorable  to  America  as  the  one  in  question,  j* 
that  its  rejection  would  have  brought  on  a  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  country,  and  that  its  ratification  with 
all  its  imperfections,  was  less  injurious  to  the  United 
States  than  a  war  at  that  time  would  have  been. 

But  60  prevalent  was  party  spirit,  and  so  intemperate 
was  its  zeal,  that  the  treaty  was  denounced  before  its  con- 
tents were  known.  Some  of  the  newspapers,  claiming  to 
be  republican,  being,  as  I  fear,  too  much  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Genet,  who  dexterously  availed  himself  of 

*  OoT.  Jay  and  Lord  GzcaTiUe  tto  Britbh  Mfoclatori  wavt  pannMil  ftlMii 
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the  sympathy  of  the  Americans  in  favor  of  the  Freneh  ja 
their  struggle  for  liberty  and  equality, before, it  was  known 
what  the  treaty  contained,  discoursed  in  the  following 
manner  :  ^^  The  United  States  are  a  republic.  Is  it  advan- 
ttgeous  for  a  republic  to  have  a  connexion  with  a  mon- 
arch t  TVeaties  lead  to  war.  •  *  •  If  the  influence 
of  a  treaty  is  added  to  the  influence  which  Great  Brit- 
ain already  has  in  our  goveramenty  we  shall  be  colonized 
anew.**  •  •  •  "  No  treaty  ought  to  have  been  made 
with  Qreat  Britain.  •  •  To  make  a.  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  is  forming  connexion  with  a  monarch." 

On  the  2d  of  July,  the  treaty  was  published  in  a  news- 
paper in  Philadelphia.  "  This  act"  says  Wm.  Jay,  "  was 
potting  the  torch  to  that  vast  mass  of  combustibles  which 
the  party  had  loQg  been  engaged  in  collecting,  and  the  in- 
ttnded  explosion  instantly  followed."  Mr.  Jay  was 
burnt  in  effigy  by  the  mob  in  Philadelphia,  two  days  after 
the  treaty  was  made  public.  The  effigy  bore  a  pair  o£ 
scales,  one  labelled  "American  Liberty  and  Indepeq- 
dcnce,"  and  the  other  "  British  Gold."  From  the  mouth 
of  the  figure,  proceeded  the  following  words  :  "  Come  up 
to  my  price,  and  I  will  sell  you  my  country."  Publia 
meetings  were  held  in  almost  every  part  of  the  unioOy 
denouncing  the  treaty.  In  New- York,  one  was  cojiveaed 
in  the  open  air,  and  attended  by  an  immense  crowd. 
Gen.  Hamilton  attempted  to  address  the  meeting;}  but 
was  pelted  with  stones,  and  compelled  to  retread  Tbje 
party,  after  adopting  violent  resolutions  against  the  treaty, 
marched  with  the  American  and  French  colors  flying,  to 
a  place  opposite  the  governor's  hou^e,  and  burned  the 
treaty.— (1.  Jay^  360.) 

It  is  by  no  means  impossible,  that  some  of  the  very  m^  . 
who  were  active  in  this  violent  outrage,  composed  a  pigrt 
of  the  company  who  but  "  a  little  month  "  before^had  cout 
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dQcted  Mr.  Jay  to  his  house  with  shouts  of  applause— •#, 
transient  is  popular  favor  ! 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  g^eat  body  of  the  re-^ 
publicans  of  this  state^  to  charge  them  with  participating  iii| 
or  approving  of^  these  outrages.  The  candid  and  reflect- 
ing part  of  that  party  opposed  Mr.  Jay,  because  they  cpn- 
sidered  him  as  acting  in  concert  with  Oen.  Hamilton,  in 
the  attempt  to  monopolize  and  so  to  bestow  the  patronage 
of  the  general  government  as  to  prostrate  all  who,  (how- 
ever conscientiously i)  had  opposed  the  adoption  of  the. 
federal  constitution;  and  especially  Governor  Clinton, 
whom  the  republicans  considered  an  able  statesman  and 
sound  patriot.  They  also  apprehended  that  Mr.  Jay  being 
now  constituted  the  dispenser  of  the  patronage  of  the  state . 
government  would,  in  connection  with  Gen.  Hamilton^ 
who  in  reality  wielded  the  national  patronage,  so  distri^ 
bute  the  same  as  greatly  to  increase  the  personal  influence  ^ 
of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  immediate  coadjutors,  which  they 
considered  already  too  formidable.  But  the  substantial 
ground  of  opposition,  by  the  republicans  to  Mr.  Jay  and 
the  leading  federalists  was,  that  they  entirely  disapproved 
of  some  of  their  avowed  political  opinions,  of  which  I 
shall  speak  more  particularly  hereafter,  in  relation  to  the 
powers  which  of  right  ought  to  be  exercised  by  the  gene- 
ral government. 

If  the  British  treaty  had  been  published  on  the  first  of 
April,  instead  of  the  first  of  July,  it  is  not  probable  that 
Mr.  Jay  would  have  been  elected  governor  j  for  to  those 
who  from  the  considerations  I  have  just  mentioned  were 
opposed  to  him,  would  have  been  added  all  those  who,  at 
the  instant  the  treaty  was  published,  disapproved  of  it. 
It  is  true  Mr.  Jay  was  re-electe J  in  179S,  but  that  was  af- 
ter the  federal  party  had  had  ample  time  to  rally  from  the 
shock  produced  by  the  publication  of  the  treaty,  and  after 
they  had  for  three  years  enjoyed  the  aid  of  the  patronage 
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of  the  state  «ld  national  goTemments,  with  which  to 
fkeogthea  themselves.  In  proof  that  this  hypothesis  is 
eearreet,4t  iBay  be  remarked^  that  the  city  of  New-York, 
wiucii  until  the  summer  of  17%,  was  nearly  unanimously 
feteal,  in  Decembef ,  (the  month  in  which  the  election  oi 
membecs  of  congress  was  at  that  time  made,)  Mr.  Edward 
Liraigstonj  a  very  decided  republican  was  elected  to  con- 
gtMS  in  opposition  to  Mr.  James  Watson,  a  very  popular 
man,  whts  was  the  federal  candidate. 

On  the  0tii  January,  1796,  the  legislature  convened  in 
the' city  of' New-York.  Gen.  North  was  again  elected 
speaker  sqgainst  Mr.  Watson,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-nine  to 


The  new  governor  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
sesdon^  after  expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  freeholders 
of  the  state  for  the  confidence  placed  in  him,  as  evinced  by 
their  votes  at  the  recent  election,  declared  his  determina- 
tion ^^  to  r^rd  all  his  fellow-citizeiis  with  an  equal  eye^ 
and  to  cherish  and  advance  merit  wherever  JvundJ^  This 
determination  was  in  theory  noble,  and  deserving  of  the 
highest  commendation  ;  but  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted 
that  nei&er  Oov.  Jay  or  any  other  individual  holding  the 
appointing  power  could,  even  if  sincerely  disposed,  carry 
it  into  effect  in  the  then,  and  in  the  present,  state  of  public 
feeling,  without  a  sacrifice  of  himself  and  his  party.  The 
best  and  most  virtuous  men  musiy  in  the  distribution  of 
patronage,  yield  to  the  influence  of  party  considerations. 
This  »  excused,  if  not  justified,  by  the  following  process 
of  reasoning : — ^An  honest  and  patriotic  citizen  will,  from 
conscientious  motives,  attach  himself  to  that  party  which 
he  believes  will  pursue  those  measures  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, are  best  calculated  to  advance  the  prosperity  and 
haj^iness,  and  most  effectually  preserve  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  his  (x>untry.  If  vested  with  the  appoint- 
bg  poirer,  it  therefore  becoibes  his  duty  to  confer  offices 
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ojQ.  such  men,  ag  will  uae  the  influence  created  by  suek  ofW- 
fice^  to  increase  and  stvengtben  t^atpwrty,  the  aaeeiiilaBey> 
of  wbicby  in  the  opinion  of  the  person appointiftgy.is'ideiv*^ 
tified  with  the  best  interests  oC  tbestat^    Heneo^  altfaougbFr 
he  ought  not  under  any  circufipistances^  to  appcdnt  inc«in^' 
petent  or  unworthy  men  to  office^  yet  belween  worAhjci 
men  of  equal  capacity,  it  is  bis  duty  to  select  those  who.< 
concur  with  him  in  opinion,  as  respects  the  nusasiires  best 
calculated  to  advance  the  public  good.    This  reesonijig^ . 
if  not  conclusive,  is  at  least  plausible.     The  gOTemoc  re- 
conunended  to  the  legislature  to  provide  widibut  delay.for^- 
ih^  defence  of  the  state  in  case  of  war.     In  the  course  ol 
his  speech,  he  stated  that  doubts  had  arisen  as  to  tJM  tX8«^ 
construction  of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  exclusive 
right  of  the  person  administering  the  government,  to  niaoir 
nate  all  officers  to  the  council  of  appointanasit::  alluding, 
no  doubt,  to  the  disputes  between  the  late  Gov.  Clinton..^ 
and  the  council,  which  occurred  at  the  recent  appointment^ 
of  Judge  Benson  ;  and  he  requested  the  legislature  to  pasft' 
a  declaratory  law^n  that  subject.     He  also  recommended 
that  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  a  sala- 
ry or  pension  to  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  after  they  should  become  ineligible  by  age  to  hold . 
their  respective  offices. 

The  answer  of  the  two  houses  was  respectful  and  high- 
ly complimentary.  To  show  how  far  the  senate  were  lA^ 
dined  to  extend  their  courtesy  to  the  executive,  and  to 
soothe  if  not  flatter  the  feelings  of  the  governor,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  note,  that  in  the  original  draft  of  the  answer  of 
the  senate,  I  find,  the  following  sentence :  ^'  The  evidence* 
of  ability,  jjitegrity  and  patriotism: which  have  been  afibrd- 
ed)  by  your  conduct,  in  the  discharge  of  the  variety  of  ar^ 
duous  and  important  public  trusts,  authorize  us  to  antict^ 
pate  an  administration  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  youv'' 
eoQstituents*"    When  the  s»9ie  was  in  committee  of^thti* 
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whole  on  the  answer  as  reported  by  the  select  coounitteef 
Mr.  Spencer  moved  to  add  the  word  ^^  invariablf^ ''  be~ 
tween  the  words  "Jem"  and  ^^aforded,^^  so  that  the  sen* 
tence  would  read,  "  The  evidence  of  ability,  integrity  and 
patriotism  which  have  been  invariably  afforded/'  dec.  In 
ihvor  of  this  amendment,  were  Cruger,  Hatfield,  Fr^, ' 
Jones,  Ph.  Livingston,  Myers,  Russell,  Schuyler,  Speii- 
cer^  Strong,  and  Van  Schoonhoven,  11 ;  against  it,  wettt 
Cantine,  Hopkins,  L'Hommedieu,  Abm.  Schenck,  John 
Schenck,  and  Woodworth,  6.  It  is  unnecessary  to  com* 
ment  on  this  instance  of  legislative  sycophancy. 

So  far  as  the  two  houses  referred  in  their  answer  to  par- 
ticular parts  of  the  governor's  speech^  they  concurred  with 
him  in  the  measures  which  he  recommended,  but  they 
carefully  avoided  any  allusions  to  the  questions  relating  to 
the  exclusive  right  of  the  governor  to  nommate  to  office^ 
or  the  propriety  of  pensioning  the  chancellor  and  judges 
of  the  8iq)reme  court.  The  l^islature  declined  acting  on 
cither  of  those  subjects.*  On  this  question  the  parties 
were  situated  rather  singularly  ;  and  action  upon  it  would 
have  been  embarrassing  to  each  of  them.  The  federalists 
whose  interest  it  now  was  that  the  governor  should  retain 
the  exclusive  right  of  nomination,  could  not  pass  an  act 
declarmg  that  right  vested  in  him,  without  an  indirect 
censure  upon  their  friends  in  and  out  of  the  council  of 
appointment,  who  insisted  that,  by  the  constitution,  the 
council  held  a  right  of  nomination  concurrent  with  the 
governor,  at  the  time  when  Egbert  Benson  was  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  suprisme  court.  On  the  other  hand,  it  had 
now  become  the  interest  of  the  republican  party,  which 
then  contended  that  the  governor  was  vested  with  the  ex- 
elusive  right  of  nomination,  to  resist  the  exercise  of  th« 

*  6«B.  Morris  of  Ottego  did,  it  ia  tme,  ob  ibe  99(h  January,  on  his  own  motion, 
IriBC  k  bin  into  tiie  assorabtf  declaring  tliat  tin  gof«mor  potaesced  the  sok  rigia 
of  Mininniint  t«  nAety  bnt  It  do«f  not  »Mm  to  ha^e  boon  aeiMl  opon  deflniiolt 


llgkt,  and  of  course,  to  deny  diat  it  existed.  Under  sock 
drcumstaaces^  it  is  noi  at  all  surprising  tbat  Mr.  Morrii 
ms  unable  to  obtain  any  deoisiTe  action  <m  his  bWi 
altbough  it  was  recommended  by  the  governor. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  reflecting  mra  of  both  partiiSy 
were  indisposed  to  commence  the  practice  of  pensioning 
persons  who  had  held  civil  offices,  because  they  had  heM 

The  council  of  appointment  chosen  this  year  consisled  tit 
Joshua  3ftnds,  Abndiam  Schenek|  Ebenezer  Russell^  and 
Michael  Myers,  three  of  whom  were  federalbts. 

During  Uie  sessioni  Mr.  Jones  brought  in  a  bill  to  farili- 
tate  the  trial  of  criminal  cases  at  the  oyer  and  terminer 
sourtsy  by  dividing  the  state  into  districts  and  providmg 
for  the  appointment  of  a  prosecuting  attorney  in  each  dia- 
Irict,  whidi  passed  into  a  law.  I  observe  that  these  offi- 
cers were  called  assistant  attorney  generals,  a  name  more 
appropriate  than  that  of  district  attomies,  which  has  sinee 
been  given  them.  Jacob  RatclifF  was,  under  thb  law,  ap« 
pointed  assistant  attorney  general  for  the  district  compos 
•ed  of  Dutchess,  Orange^  and  Ulster ;  Ambrose  Spencer 
for  the  district  composed  of  Columbia,  &c.  Mr.  James 
Kent,  who  had  recently  removed  from  the  county  of 
Dutchess  to  the  city  of  New-York,  was  appointed  master 
in  chancery.  All  these  gentlemen  afterwards  held  higk 
jtidioial  stations. 

By  a  census  returned  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state  on  the  530th  January,  1796,  it  appeared  that  the  num» 
ber  of  freeholders  in  the  state  amounted  to  thirty-six  thou* 
sand  three  hundred  and  thirty*ei^t,  and  the  voters,  incln- 
(Ung  voters  f<^  members  of  assembly,  amounted  to  sixty^ 
flbc  thousand  and  seventeen.  The  number  of  freeholders 
in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  were  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  the  total  number  of  voteni 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  aeventy-two.      The 
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grtftttt  increase  of  freekoMers,  since  the  last  census  ha^ 
keen  taken,  was  caused  principal^  by  the  constant  and 
iai|pid  emigration  from  the  New  Eng^land  states  to  the 
western  district  That  district  then  included  the  county 
of  Albany  and  all  the  counties  west  of  it. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  in  1777, 
the  number  of  senators  was  fixed  at  twenty<>four,  but,  by 
tbe  twelfth  article,  when  the  number  of  electors  in  any  one 
dtttfict  should  increase  to  an  amount  equal  to  one  twenty- 
fiiwth  of  their  whole  number  in  the  state,  as  then  existing, 
an  additional  senator  should  be  chosen  by  such  district  ; 
and,  by  another  article,  the  number  of  senators  might  be 
thus  increased  until  the  whole  number  of  senators  should 
anount  td  one  hundred.  Therefore,  according  to  tiie 
census  of  1796,  in  pursuance  of  these  regulations,  forty- 
fior  senators  were  to  be  chosen,  seventeen  of  whom  were 
to  be  elected  from  the  western  district  But,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  equalizing  the  districts,  an  act  was  soon  afterwardi 
passed,  annexing  (he  counties  of  Albany  and  Saratoga  to 
the  eastern  district 

Ooremor  Jay  was  known  to  be  in  fayor  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  this  state;  but  he  omitted,  as  his  son 
(Judge  Jay)  thinks,  to  recommend  that  measure  in  hiv 
speech,  ^^  from  the  conyiction  tiiat  in  the  present  state  of 
politics  such  a  proposition  emanating  from  him  would  en- 
Ifat  the  spirit  of  party  in  opposition  to  a  measure  against 
which  the  prejudices  of  a  large  portion  of  the  community 
liere  already  enlisted.''  But,  according  to  the  same  wri- 
ter, a  few  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  sessioui 
^an  intimate  friend  of  the  goyemor's  obtamed  leayeto 
kslsodttce  a  bill  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slayery.'' — (1 
J(sy,  3W/.J  v^ 

The  bill  underwent  a  long  and  sometvhat  heated  dis^ 
oossion,  and  was  finally  got  rid  of  by  a  resolution  offered 
kj  one  of  the  members  opposed  to  abolition,  purportbg 
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diat  it  would  be  unjust  to  derive  any  citizen  of  hk  pto* 
perty,  unless  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  value  of  it 
should  be  paid  to  him  by  the  state.  On  this  resolutioiii 
the  vote  stood  thirty-one  to  thirty-one,  but  it  was  carried 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
*  the  whole.  Mr*  Foote,  afterwards  first  judge  of  the  county 
of  Delaware,  was  the  chairman,  and  gave  the  casting 
Tote, 

No  other  material  event  operating  on  the  taction  of 
political  parties,  occurred  during  this  session  of  the  leg^ 
lature. 

The  election  in  (he  spring  of  1796,  teiminated  highly 
fiivorable  to  the  federalists.  The  excitement  in  relation 
to  the  British  treaty  had  partially  subsided.  The  violent 
conduct  of  the  French  republic  and  their  agent  in  this 
country,  the  popularity  of  Gen*  Washington^  the  purity 
of  Gov.  Jay's  character,  and  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct| 
together  with  the  governmental  patronage,  had  enabled 
the  federalists  to  recover  the  ground  which  they  lost  im- 
mediately after  the  promulgation  of  the  treaty.  In  the 
southern  district,  Messrs.  Haight,  Onderdonk,  Strong,  and 
Watson  were  elected  to  the  senate  by  a  majority  of  about 
fifteen  hundred*  In  the  middle  district,  the  senators  cho- 
sen were,  Robert  Sands,  C.  Tappan  and  Wm.  Thomson, 
The  election  in  this  district  was  very  close,  Mr.  Tappan 
being  the  only  republican  who  succeeded.  In  the  eastern 
district,  £.  Clarke,  M.  Vail^  J.  Savage,  P.  Sylvester  and 
A*  Ten  Eyck,  all  federalists,  were  chosen  by  a  majority 
of  from  one  to  eight  hundred.  In  the  western  district| 
the  federal  ticket  succeeded  almost  without  qppositioni 
and  Jed.  Sanger,  Jas.  Gordon,  Leonard  Gansevoort| 
Thomas  Morris,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  John  Richardson^ 
Johannes  Dietz,  Vincent  Matthews,  Jacob  Morris,  Leo- 
nard Brown,  Francis  Ni<'ol,  Joseph  White,  and  Abraham. 
Arndt  were  elected.    The  great  number  of  new  senatoa 
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ekoeen   from;  the  western  district  gave  the  federalists  a 
prod^aus  preponderance  in  the  senate. 

The  legislature  met  in  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the 
first  of  November.    The  occasion  of  meeting  thus  early 
was  in   order  to  make  choice  of  presidential  electors. 
Gulian  Yerplanck   of  New-York,  was  chosen  speaker* 
The  governor's  speech  contained  nothing  which  it  is  ne* 
cessary  particularly  to  notice.     It  is,  however,  an  excel- 
lent document,  and  the  youthful  student  will  find  himself 
Well  repaid  for  perusing  it.     The  governor's  eulogy  upon 
Oen.  Washbgton,  who  had  declined  a  re-election,  is  ad- 
mirable.    Upon  the  refusal  of  Washington  to  become  a 
third  time  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  the  federalists 
of  the  northern  and  eastern  states  were  in  favor  of  Mr. 
John  Adams.     That  such  was  the  inclination  of  an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  federalists  of  New- York,  I  have  no 
manner  of  doubt    That  Gov.  Jay  was  not  only  the  poli- 
tical, but  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Adams,  is  most  evident 
from  his  correspondence  with  that  distinguished  indivi- 
dual.— (See  1  Jay,  417.)     But  from  a  letter  or  pamphlet, 
written  and    published   by  Gen.  Hamilton,  in  the  year 
1800,  on  which  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  remark 
more  particularly,  it  appears  that  his  favorite  candidate 
for  the  presidency  was  Thomas  Pinckney,  of  South-Caro- 
lina, the  federal  candidate  for  vice-president.     I  hardly 
need  mention,  that  by  the  United  States  constitution  pre- 
vious to  its  Amendment,  which  was  made  shortly  after  the 
election  of  1800.  the  president  and  vice-president  were  to 
be  both  voted  for  on  one  ticket,  without  designating  which 
was  intended  for  the  one  or  the  other  office;  and  the  person 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  was  elected  president, 
and  he  who  received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes 
was  chosen    vice-president.     Mr.    Hamilton    urged  the 
northern  and  eastern  federalists  to  give  M^rs.  Adams 
and  Knckney  an  equal  number  of  votes,  and  it  appears 
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from  the  letter  to  whidi  I  hare  referred,  tiiat  he  hoped 
that  by  chance  or  aome  other  incana,  Mr.  Adaiis  alight  hia 
left  off  of  M>nie  of  the  aoutfaern  ticketai  whieh  contained 
the  name.of  Mr.  Pinckneji  and  in  that  etent  he  Would 
have  been  elected.  This  ^ercnt  aetnallj  oceorred.  Th6 
atats  of  Soath4]lar6lina  g»re  ei|^  votes  to  Thomas  tiadk- 
neji  and  eight  Totca  to  Thomas  JeCeraon.  Wheflier  Aia 
was  done  by  ^  chanced'  or  design,  it  would  have  caiaed 
^e  electimi  of  Mr.  Pindcney  for  president,  had  all  thii 
other  federal  states  followed  the  advice  of  Oen.  Handt* 
ton,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  and  some  of  his 
South-Carolina  friends  expected  they  would  do  so  $  bi^ 
imfortunately  for  the  projectors  of  the  scheme,  if  such  a 
scheme  was  projected,  the  federal  states  of  Rhode-Island 
and  New-Hampshire  gave  their  rotes  for  Oliver  Ells- 
worth, Massachusetts  gave  two  votes  to  Samuel  Johnson, 
and  Connecticut  gave  four  votes  to  John  Jay,  in  conse** 
quence  of  which  Mr.  Pinckney  fell  behind  Mr.  J^rsoui 
the  republican  candidate,  who  was  elected  vice-presi^ 
dent* 

At  the  time  of  the  choice  of  presidential  electors  in 
New- York,  the  republican  party  must  have  been  much 
discouraged  and  disheartened  by  the  result  of  the  recent 

*  A«  I  shall  luiTe  •eetftloa  agalA  to  reftr  to  thif  election,  I  will  here  glre  the  rt 
Mil  «r  tbft  pmidcttttel  cmivsm,  as  asevuined  ift  toft—h  W^  %  llfT. 

A4mm$.    J^crtea.    Hiukn^y,    Burr.    S.Adamu,    CImIm. 

T%Bne8tM| —  »  —  S  —  — 

Kentoekyi —  4  —  4  ^-  — 

Georgia,* —»••     —  4  ««•*.•  4 

8.  Carolina, —  • 

N.  Carolina, t  tt 


Virginia, 

Marylandr •• 

Delaware, 

FeaDeylrania,  •••••• 

N«  w-jerteT. 

New-York, 

Connecticaty  a, 

Ehode  Island,  i,.'.. 
Massachusetts,  c,  •  •  • 

Vermont, 

New-Hampshire,  i,- 


4 


*^  - 


•         71  tt  6S  M  U  4 

«.  J«ha  Jafi  4^raM**  ^  OUver  EUnrafU^  4.  e.  S.  JohUMii,  a   4,  OSmt  IB 


4itd6fmy%»i  ilia -not  jpr^bebU  that  aiy.ooii8id*ab]»i 
cit  wa»  fek  ift  the  «eleetiott  of  eaodidates,  either  for  prair 
deilt  or  vioe-fgreBident.  There  can,  howevef^  be  little 
A>vbt  but  thftt  they  were  unemmou^  ta  their  deeire  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  should  he  elected  pcesident,  and  that  Qec^ 
(irliBt«i  was  their  fcvorite  candidate  for  theTice-presiden- 
^^  however  faint  might  be  dieir  hopes  of  siiecess.  The 
resvlt  of  the  eeiiTasg  proves^  that  the  democratic  party  in 
4he  nation,  had  not,  as  a  party,  fixed  upon  any  individual 
m  their  canihdalte  for  vice-president.  Col.  BurC|  being  at 
that  time  in  the  senate  of  the  U.  S.,  and  inihahits  of  daily 
itttercoorae  with  the  southern  republioans,  received  thi 
{pteateat  number  of  the  democratic  votes,  but  the  votes  of 
GeoTg^  were  given  to  gov.  Clinton,  and  fifteen  of  the 
votes  of  Yii^inia  were  cast  for  Samuel  Adams  of  Massa^ 
ilmsetts.  Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  I  cannot  half 
remarking,  that,  at  thb  early  period,  local  and  sectional 
feelings  seem  to  have  had  an  influence.  It  is  impossible^ 
in  any  other  way,  ta  account  for  the  fact  that  Mr.  Adams 
received  but  two  votes  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  obtainedbut  eighteen  votes^and  those  were  from 
Penn.  and  Maryland,)  norUi  of  that  river ;  and  that  this 
took  plac^,  notwithstanding  the  electi<Hi  was  so  very 
domf — the  majority  for  Mr.  Adams  being  only  three. 

The  legislature,  early  in  the  session,  proceeded  to 
ohoose  presidential  electors.  All  of  them,  were  of  course, 
lederalists,  and  they,  therefore,  gave  the  twelve  votes  of 
the  state  of  New-York,  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  ThomM 
Pinckney  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Ruftts  Kine  had  been  recently  appointed  ministar 
lo  London,  which  left  his  seat  in  the  U.  S.  senate  vacank 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  appoint  a  successofi 
The  two  houses  thereupon  elected  to  that  office  John  LaW* 
renoa.  What  were  the  peculiar  circumstanoes  which  in*^ 
dnced  this  gentleman's  election,  I  have  never  been  in- 
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femied.  He  had,  I  beliere,  served  in  the  atsij  of  the 
fevoltttion,  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  and,  after  the  peacoi 
had  deroted  himself  to  the  practice  of  law  in  the  citj  of 
New-York,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  U*  S« 
judge  of  the  district  of  New-York. 

On  the  lltii  Not.  the  legislature  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  3d  of  January,  and  on  that  day 
accordingly,  the  two  houses  convened  at  Albany.  On  the 
13th  January,  1797,  the  assembly  chose  the  following 
gentlemen  members  of  the  council  of  appointment,  for  the 
ensuing  year ;  Andrew  Onderdonk,  Ambrose  Spencer, 
I#eonard  Gransevoort,  and  Thomas  Morris,  all  federalists. 

A  law  was  passed  this  year,  creating  the  office  of  comp<- 
troller,  Tliis  bill  transferred  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  auditor  to  the  comptroller,  and  conferred  on  the  latter 
officer  other  powers,  and  required  of  him  the  performance 
o^other  duties*  It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  fra- 
mors  of  the  constitution,  that  the  treasurer  should  be  ihe 
great  financial  officer  of  the  government  ^  hence,  the  ex- 
treme caution  in  relation  to  the  frequency,  and  manner  of 
his  appointment.  But  the  law  creating  a  comptroller,  of 
which  Mr.  Jones  seems  to  have  been  the  principal  author^ 
and  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  le^slature,  in  connexi<m 
with  the  natural  working  of  the  governmental  machinery^ 
have  constituted  the  comptroller  the  great  state  officer ; 
and  the  treasurer  has  become  a  mere  clerk,  to  the  comp* 
troller :  a  nominal  keeper  of  the  funds  of  the  state,  which 
are  managed  and  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  the 
comptroller.  On  the  industry,  capacity,  and  integrity 
of  that  officer,  the  prosperity  of  the  state  is  more  depend- 
ant than  any  single  officer  of  the  government,  whether 
such  officer  is  created  by  the  appointing  power  or  by  the 
election  of  the  people.  After  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  Oen.  Banker,  tr^surer,  resigned  his  office  as 
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ti«timr«r«  Mr.  Sanrnel  Jones  of  the  senate,  was  appointed 
by  the  council  of  appointment,  the  first  comptroller. 

The  county  of  Delaware,  was  this  year  erected  from  the 
coontiea  of  Otsego  and  Ulster,  with  the  right  of  sending  two 
members  to  the  legislature.  A  law  also  was  passed  fixing 
permanently  the  seat  of  goremment  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
and  measures  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  public  build- 
inga,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  state  officers. 

The  term  of  service  of  Aaron  Burr  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  expired  this  year,  and  on  the  31st  of  March, 
three  days  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  they 
elected  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler  to  that  office.  This  eridence 
of  continued  confidence  on  the  part  of  his  friends,  must 
have  been  extremely  grateful  to  his  feelings,  after  he  had 
been  beaten  in  the  manner  I  have  before  related,  by  Col. 
Burr.  It  is  evident  that  the  Oeneral,  appreciated  with 
great  sensibility,  this  appointment;  for,  on  the  occasion, 
he  delivered  a  short  address  to  the  legislature.  His 
q>eech  evinced  much  good  feeling,  and  was,  rather  unu- 
sual for  him,  eondliatory  in  manner  and  matter.  He  said 
he  had  been  forty  years  in  the  public  service,  and  had  de- 
termined to  retire  to  private  life  when  his  term  in  the  state 
senate  should  expire,  but  that  the  recent  appointment  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  eonferred  on  him,  impo- 
sed on  him  an  obligation  to  forego  his  private  inclinations. 
He  stated  that  his  feelings  were  ardent  in  support  of  his 
political  principles ;  but  he  declared  that  he  retained  no 
unkind  impressions  against  those  who  differed  from  him 
in  opinion,  in  relation  to  public  men  or  measures,  and  he 
trusted  that  his « opponents  entertained  corresponding 
friendly  sentiments  towards  him.  He  concluded  with  an 
ardent  and  patriotic  prayer  for  the  preservation  of  our  civil 
institutions,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  state. 

Indications  began  to  be  exhibited,  in  various  parts  of 
this  state,  of  jealousy  and  dissatisfaction  respecting  the 
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particulariy  in  reipect  to  our  foreign  affairs,  wnA  eapeciattf 
4B  rekdoa  to  the  Freneh  republic  The  coiigre«iteiiai 
election  which  took  place  in  December,  1796,  had  Utrmir 
aatecl  more  SkYOtMe  to  the  republican  party  than  had 
been  anticipated.  Edward  Ldvingstmi  had  been  rejected 
from  New-York  ;  J.  N.  Havenafroii  &iffi>lk ;  Lugm  SI* 
mendorff  from  Ulster^  and  Philip  Yan  Cortland  from 
Weatchester^aU  republicans,  notwithetanding  theyreepeo- 
tavely  encountered  a  zealous  oppoaition  from  the  fede** 
lalbts. 

In  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the  6th  Febtuary,  1796,  a 
giand  celebration  of  the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  treaty 
of  alliance  between  France  and  America^  was  heldi 
attended  by  many  distinguished  republican  citmens  of 
New- York,  and  also  by  a  considerable  number  of  French 
citizens.  The  meeting,  it  is  said,  was  eloquently  addressed 
by  Brockholts  Livingston.  The  toasts  drank  on  theocca* 
sion,  may  be  considered  as  indicating  the  feelings  of  the 
company.  On  the  subject  of  the  president  and  the  na^ 
tional  government,  they  were  silent.  One  of  the  regular 
toasts  was,  ^^  The  Briiish  TretUf/ — May  it  be  an  awfiil 
lesson  how  to  trust  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of 
those  who-  ever  have,  and  still  do  seek,  the  ruin  of  our 
commerce,  and  destruction  of  our  liberty." 

The  celebrated  Jfapper  Tandy  gave  for  a  toast — ^  The 
virtuous  citizens  of  New- York,  who,  despite  of  British  in* 
fluence,  returned  their  faithful  representative  to  conrress,'' 

By  Chancellor  Livingston — ^^  May  the  present  coolness 
between  France  and  America,  produce,  like  the  quarrele 
of  lovers,  a  renewal  of  love.'^ 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Chancellor  Livingston,  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  an  ardent 
federalist ;  and,  I  now  add,  that  it  is  very  doubtful 
whetheri  without  his  eloquenoe  and  personal  mflufnftfii 
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the  Poughkeepsie  conTCiituMi  would  have  adopted  it.  He 
<|Qiitinued  to  act  with  the  fedefalists  for  iome  timeaftet^ 
wards,  and  was  politically  opposed  to  Got.  Clintoft 
and  hie  party.  A  little  before  the  p«iod  of  which  I  am 
now  apealdngy  he  and  his  immediate  connexions)  known 
as  the  ^  JUvingstan  family j^^  shifted  their  poaitkni)  and 
took  ground  in  opposition  to  the  startle  and  national  admin- 
istrations. What  were  the  causes  which  produced  a 
change  in  the  politics  of  the  chanoellor  1  ttid  at  what 
time  did  that  change  take  place  1  Being  myself  uniAle 
to  solve  these  questions,  I  caused  the  inquiry  to  be  made 
of  a  neighbor  and  cotemporary  of  Mr.  IdvingBton,  though 
some  years  his  junior,  and  who  for  a  long  time  held  with 
distinguished  ability,  a  high  office  under  the  govemmeftt 
pf  this  state.  His  reply  was,  ^^  The  chancellor  ehmi^ed 
in  1790.  The  ostensible  cause  was,  his  <q[»position  to  the 
views  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  as  contained  in  his  reports  as  seo* 
retary  of  the  treasury,  particularly  those  in  relation  to  the 
funding  of  the  national  debt,  and  in  favor  of  a  nadonal 
bank.  The  real  cause  was  supposed  to  be  disappointment 
in  not  being  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  United  States*'^ 
It  is  proper  to  add,  that  this  information  is  derived  from 
an  ardent  friend  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  of  course,  an  op* 
ponent  of  the  chancellor.  I  have  ^ce  been  informed 
that  the  family  one  evening  had  a  meeting  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  deliberating  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  was  such,  that  the  next  morning  every 
member  of  it  took  a  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican 
party.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  some  ef  the 
Livingstons  who  resided  in  Columbia  county,  did  not 
change  with  the  chancellor,  but  continued  their  adherence 
to  the  federal  party.  Chancellor  Livingston  was  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  men  of  his  day.  He  possessed  talents 
highly  respectable  as  a  lawyer  and  statesman,  though 
perhaps  he  may  hav^  been  defective  in  that  intense,  per* 
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seyeriag  application  to  study,  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  enable  the  most  gifted  individual  to  sustain  and 
retain  a  high  standing  among  the  legal  profession  as  ft 
jurist.  His  manners  were  said  to  be  exceedingly  agreeable 
and  &scinating.  He  waS|  as  we  have  seen,  one  of  the 
most  efficient  agents  in  procuring  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  But  in  the  selection  of  the  great  officers  of 
the  general  government,  the  heads  of  departments,  the 
supreme  judiciary,  and  foreign  embassies,  he  had  been 
wholly  overlooked.  Is  it  wonderful  that  he  should  have 
been  dissatisfied  1  How  is  this  neglect  of  the  chancellor, 
widi  his  shining  talents,  his  fascinating  address,  and  pow- 
erful family  connexions,  to  be  accounted  for?  Was  it 
owing  to  the  personal  jealousy  of  Gen.  Hamilton  1 — ^Be 
the  cause  of  that  and  his  political  change,  what  it  may,  it 
is  obvious  tlmt  the  accession  of  the  Livingston  family  to 
tiie  republican  party,  rendered  that  party  far  more  power- 
ful than  otherwise  it  would  have  been,  and  accelerated,  if 
it  did  not  produce,  their  triumph  over  their  opponents. 

The  general  election  of  April,  1797,  afforded  an  evi- 
dence that  the  republican  party  were  gaining  ground, 
particularly  in  the  southern  district.  Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 
who  began  now  to  act  with  the  democracy,  had  been  re- 
turned as  senator  from  that  district. 

In  the  eastern  district,  Messrs,  Van  Vechten,  Ten  Eyck, 
Van  Schoonhoven  and  Clark,  and  in  the  western,  Messrs. 
Phelps,  Thomas  Morris  and  M.  Myers,  all  federalists  were 
elected  senators. 

In  New-York,  the  republican  candidates  were  elected 
by  more  than  an  average  majority  of  one  thousand. 
Among  the  members  elected  from  the  city,  I  find  those  of 
Aaron  Burr,  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  (the  learned  Doctor 
Mitchell)  and  De  Witt  Clinton.  This  gentleman,  who 
afterwards  became  so  distinguished  in  this  state,  was  the 
son  of  Oen.  James  Clinton,  and  nephew  to  Gov.  George 
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Cliiitoii*  He  was  then  about  28  years  old.  He  had  at 
an  early  age  graduated  at  Columbia  College,  with  high 
r^Utation  for  his  scholastic  attainments)  and  soon  after 
commenced  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Jonesi 
whom  I  haye  several  times  mentioned  as  one  of  the  most 
efficient  members  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Clinton  did  not,  however,  comply  his  studies 
without  some  interruption.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of 
an  elder  brother,  who  was  private  secretary  to  the  gover- 
Bor^  he  was  pursuaded  to  relinquish  for  a  time  his  legal 
gtudies,  and  officiate  in  the  office  which  had  become  va- 
cant by  his  brother's  death.  This  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
heat  of  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution.  He  took  side  in  that  controversy  with  his 
uncle^  the  governor,  and  though  young,  was  one  of  the 
ablest  newspaper  writers  in  opposition  to  those  who  ad- 
Tocated  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  When,  in  1796,* 
Mr.  Jay  was  elected  governor,  Mr.  Clinton  was  relieved 
from  e^eiy  public  employment,  and  again  resorted  to  the 
study  and  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  New-York.  Al- 
though he  was  distinctly  known  as  a  member  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  an  active  one,  and  notwithstanding 
he  had  written  and  said  much  against  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, yet  after  that  instrument  had  become  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  he  manifested  his  determination,  and  ^^ 
urged  bis  friends  to  support  it  in  good  faith.  He  also 
was  far  from  tolerating  or  apologizing  for  the  insolent 
conduct  of  the  French  government  towards  this  country,  ^ 
or  the  impertinent  and  officious  intermeddling  of  Mr.  Ge- 
net, and  other  French  agents,  with  our  domestic  affiiirs, 
and  with  the  opinions  of  the  American  people.  Hence 
some  leading  federalists  in  New-York  entertained  strong 
hopes  that  he  would  abandon  the  republican  party;  and  I 
have  heard  it  asserted  that  Gen.  Hamilton  had  expressed 
tu  opinion  that  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  would  ultimately  be    * 
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identified  with  the  federal  party.  Nothing  material  oe" 
curred  during  the  recess  of  the  legiriatiure. 

l%e  legislature  elected  in  April,  1797,  met  at  Albany 
on  the  Sd  lanuary,  1796.  In  the  assembly,  one  hmidfed 
and  one  members  appeared  and  took  dieir  seats,  and 
Derick  Ten  Eyck  was  chostti  q»eaker,  against  Mr.  Wil^ 
liam  Duning,  ^by  a  Tote  of  fifty*nine  to  forty-two.  This 
seemed  to  have  been  a  dear  party  vote,  and  therefore  ex* 
Ubits  the  strength  of  the  parties  during  that  session  in  the 
assembly.  The  goTarnor,  in  his  speech,  confined  himself 
to  such  domestic  a&irs  and  regulations  of  the  state  as  is 
his  judgment  demanded  the  attention  of  the  legislature. 
His  address  was  judicious,  and,  as  usual,  able ;  but  he 
carefully  avoided  any  allusion  to  the  political  topics  in 
controversy  between  the  two  parties. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  the  assembly  proceeded  to 
nominate  a  council  of  appointment ;  and  Ezra  L'Homme* 
dieu,  William  Thompson,  Moses  Vail,  and  Joseph  White 
were  chosen* 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session,  Mr.  Spencer  raised  a 
question  whether  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of  comptrol* 
ler  could,  with  propriety,  hold  a  seat  in  the  senate,  by  in^ 
trodocing  a  resolution  that  the  seat  of  Samuel  Jones  be 
declared  vacant,  in  consequence  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  comptroller.  This  resolution  elicited  conside- 
rable debate,  but  it  was  finally  negatived  by  a  large  ma* 
jority. 

Gen.  Schuyler,  by  a  written  communication,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  resign  his  office  as  senator  in  the 
senate  t>f  the  United  States,  and  on  the  12th  of  January, 
the  two  houses  nominated  and  appointed  John  Sloss  Ho* 
hart,  .one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  his  su^ 
cesscn*. 

Judge  Hobart  soon  afterwards  addressed  a  letter  of 
some  length  to  the  legislature.    In  this  communication  he 
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ititrii  thif  ftr  wai  nat  ftmf  to  tk€  frofe$si&n  of  Itiw;  that 
he  accepted  the  office  wbta  the  supreme  court  was  first 
Mgaaised|  and  hnd  held  it  for  tweitty  years;  that  the 
miasryj  £»ra.G0uide9ttUe  part  of  the  time,  had,  in  conse* 
quttice  of  the  aKtrcme  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the 
alate)  htettinsufieient  to  defiray  the  expenses  of  his  fami* 
If ;  thai  with  ariew  of  adding  to  his  meaas  of  living,  he 
piffdHsedafhra,  for  ?  which  he  wasr  utterly  imable  to  pay; 
and  ineoaclusion  lie  atates  ^t  he  accepts  the  office  of 
aoMloc  in  the  fioll  confidence  that  ^^  the  legislatnre  of  his 
awn  alate  will  not  suftr  an  old  servant  to  drink  of  the 
bitter  cup.  of  poverty  and  distress  in  the  evening  of  his 
life." 

It  10  scHnewhat  remarkable  that  a  man  who  had  not 
studied  the  law  as  a  profession,  should  have  been  selected 
l!sc  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court.  But  Uien^  we  are  to 
recollect  that  he  was  appointed  in  1777,  during  the  most 
perikma  period  of  the  revolutionary  war;  that  able  whig 
laaryere  were  then  rarely  to  be  found ;  and  that  probably 
patariatism,  integ^ty  and  sound  discretion  and  judgment 
wre  more  sou^t  after,  and  in  fact,  in  those  times  more 
needed,  than  high,  legal  attainments. 

There  are  no  reports  of  adjudications  of  the  supreme 
court  while  Judge  Hobart  sat  as  one  of  its  members  ;  but 
from  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Gov.  Jay  in  1795,  on  the 
subject  of  the  governor's  thanksgiving  proclamation,  (1 
Jay,  dB6,)  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  a  man  of  wit, 
SBd  a  schofaiF. 

The  fact  that  Judge  Hobart  was  not  bred  a  lawyer  ao- 
cooats  for  the  appointment  of  Robert  Yates  chief  justicci 
when  Hobart  was  the  senior  judge. 

I^ortly  after  the  communication  of  Judge  Hobart  te  the 
legislature,  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  was  received, 
a  motion  was  made  that  some  pecuniary  provisions  should 
be  made  for  l^im,  and  also  for  the  Chief  Justice,  Yatesy 
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whose  tenn  of  office  was  abont  to  expire^  but  nothing  cfr 
fectual  was  done  on  the  subject. 

The  expiration  of  the  tenn  of  office  of  Chief  Jnsliee 
YateS|*  and  the  resignation  of  Judge  Hobart  produced 
two  yacancies  on  the  bench  of  the  aupreme  conrt. 

In  the  month  of  February,  James  Ejbht,  then  recorder 
of  New-Yorky  was  appointed  to  supply  one  of  the  Tacan* 
cies,  and  John  Lansing,  Junior,  was  appointed  chief  ju^ce; 
but  no  appointment  of  a  fifth  judge  was  made  until  dit 
9th  of  August  following,  when  John  Cozine  was  appoint^ 
ed«  He,  however,  died  within  a  very  short  time  a^er  hit 
appointment,  and  on  the  27th  December,  1798,  Jacob 
RadclifT,  then  assistant  attorney  general  for  the  counties 
of  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Orange,  was  appointed  in  place 
of  the  deceased  judge. 

During  this  session,  Robert  McClellan,  who  aftenvards 
became  a  defaulter,  was  appointed  state  treasurer. 

The  office  of  secretary  of  state  became  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  Major  Daniel  Hale  of  Albany,  was 
appointed  to  that  office.  This  appointment  was  made 
against  the  wishes  of  Gov.  Jay,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
strenuous  effi>rt  of  Doct.  Joseph  White,  a  member  of  the 
council  from  the  western  district.  Gov.  Jay  nominated 
several  persons,  who  were  promptly  rejected  by  the  coun* 
oil,  and  at  last  very  reluctantly  nominated  Mr.  Hale. 
Mr.  Hale,  it  is  said,  was  an  excellent  officer,  and  the  go^ 
vemor  soon  became  convinced  that  his  opposition  to  the 
appointment  was  caused  by  erroneous  impressions,  and 

*  Chief  jQitlee  Tatet  never  afterwards  held  any  office  of  Importance.  Alihonch 
not  dletiipiUhed  as  a  great  man  or  learned  jarleti  I  have  never  lieard  hit  Inter 
rlty  or  impartiality  at  a  judge  impeached.  In  his  temper  and  disposition  he  was 
amiablSi  and  his  social  qualities  tendered  him  agreeable  and  iniervsting  to  all 
elasses  in  oommuQlty.  He  was  likewise  kind  and  generous.  Unhappily  these 
qualities  caused  him  to  be  too  inatteniive  to  his  pecuniary  eonoems,  and  he  died 
poor.  Upon  his  deoease ,  his  son,  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  Esqulrei  found  his  estate 
Insufficient  to  pay  his  debts,  and  afterwards,  as  I  am  informedi  from  his  own 
earnings,  from  Alial  aifection  and  a  regard  to  the  memori  of  his  latheri  very  ranch 
in  hit  own  hoooTi  paid  aU  the  cfnditort.    Ought  the  sute  to  have  permitted  this  t 
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wlien  8o  oonvinced  he  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to 
Doct.  White  and  Major  Hale  his  conviction  that  he  was 
well  satisfied  that  he  was  wrong,  and  that  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Hale  were  right. 

After  the  legislature  had  adjourned,  (which  was  on  the 
7th  April,)  Judge  Hobart  was  appointed  by  the  president 
a  district  judge  for  the  district  of  New-York,  and  ther^ 
upon  (the  vacancy  in  the  U.  S.  senate  happening  during 
the  recess  of  the  legislature,)  Gov.  Jay  appointed  Gen. 
William  North  of  Duanesburgh,  to  supply  the  vaeaqcj 
in  the  senate. 

The  electioneering  campaign  was  opened  with  great 
-vigor  in  the  winter  of  1798. 

On  the  6th  March,  at  a  very  general  meetmg  of  the 
federal  members  of  the  legislature,  and  citizens  from  van* 
ous  parts  of  die  state,  John  Jay  and  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer were  nominated  for  re-election.  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston was  nominated  by  the  republican  party  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr;  Jay*  The  republicans  made  no  nomination 
for  lieutenant  governor,  but  I  believe  generally  concur- 
red in  the  support  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer.  The  great 
and  well  merited  personal  popularity  of  the  lieutenant 
governor,  probably  induced  this  course. 

Judge  Wm.  Jay  says,  (1  Jay,  400,)  that  <<  Governor 
Jay  would  gladly  have  retired  from  the  contest,  but  the 
indignities  which  France  was  at  that  time,  heaping 
upon  this  country,  and  the  probability  that  they  would 
soon  lead  to  a  war,  forbade  him  to  consult  only  his  per- 
sonal gratification.''  "No  competitor  could,  probably, 
have  been  selected  with  whom  he  would  have  been  more 
reluctant  to  contend,  than  Chancellor  Livingston.  An- 
eient  friendship,  and  ancient  associations,  must  have, 
rende^d  it  peculiarly  painful  to  him,  to  find  in  his  old 
eompamon  and  fellow  laborer,  a  voluntary  rival."  The 
subsequent  conduct  of  Gov.  Jay,  renders  it  extremely 
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fnrobable  ftat  tfiii  c^iiiHoii  of  J«dge  Ji^,  in  relatim  9b 
the  moChres  and  deiires  of  kis  fiittiers  is  earre^t. 

Although  some  of  the  unpopulftr  meftsuros  of  Ae  «lb 
ministration  of  Mr.  Adams,  had  been  adopted,  and  hmk 
lieett  met  by  strong  and  yigoroas  opporitlatt  bjr  tlie  lead- 
ing democrats  in  this  state,  as  weU  as  m  other  states  «fthe 
Union,  particalarly  the  soatheni,  yet  safieieHt  tisM  Ibatf 
Mt  elapsed  to  enable  the  great  mass  of  the  jeouaiirf 
of  tiie  eonntry  to  become  so  wdl  acquainted  with  the 
Inerits  and  demerits  of  the  federal  administration,  as  4b 
prepare  them  to  pronounce  a  judgement  of  oondemlkui^ 
iion ;  and  the  offensive  conduct  of  Genet,  and  the  atti- 
tude assumed  by  the  French  republie  towards  the  Amei^ 
iean  government^  hiduced  a  majority  <tf  the  people  of 
IJiis  state  to  support,  for  the  present  the  national  admtft- 
fiMration,  and  of  course,  to  sustain  the  re-electkm  of  Gofw 
Jay,  in  the  purity  of  whose  motives  all  men  had  anlimited 
confidence.  He  was  therefore  elected  by,  at  that  thae^ 
the  large  majority  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
a4(hfty  votes. 
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CHAPTER    V. 
n<m  MAT  i^  11M,  TO  ukt  1,  ladi. 

Although  Got.  Jay  had  been  re-elected  by  a  IriumphiuKt 
jB^ofity^  Ab  election  evinced  that  the  f^Miblican  party 
waa  the  riaiiig  party  ia  the  atata.  la  the  aoiM^era  dislncli 
Jfe  Witt  Cliattui  and  David  Oelstoa  vera  elected  to  the 
«awte ;  Ambrooe  Spencer,  John  Schaack  aad  EbeMwr 
Foate^from  the  middle  ;  Leonard  Ganaevoart^Jc/hn  Frey 
aad  John  Saunders^  from  the  eastern,  and  WiUtam  BtAm- 
fluyayFradariek  Oatmu  aad  ThoMs  R.  OoU»  Ami  Iha 
weateca  ^Eatriet,  warn  xclamed  nenheiV  af  the  aeaaiUii 
The  city  af  New-York  agian  returned  republicaa  aiembata 
«f  the  aasejsblyi  amoag  wiiom,  were  Aaron  Burr  mA 
fUbn  Swartwout.  Waahiagton  county  also  elected  dedH^ 
amtie  membera  of  the  assembly,  in  despite  of  the  stremioaa 
axeftioos  of  0^.  John  Williamsy  who  had  changed  bom 
acealona  democmt  to  a  moat  heated  federaliat.  He  i 
4ha  jfedecal  caadidaie  for  congreasy  from  the  disCriet  ( 
foied  of  Washington,  Clinton  aad  Saratoga  ooAintieai  haft 
ma  beaten  by  Judge  Tbompeoa  of  Sa«alsgai  w1k>  waa 
the  repnblicaa  candidate. 

Several  gentlemen,  who  afterwards  aaade  a  dietingpahail 
iguEo  in  the  demooratic  party,  this  year  made  their  inst 
appearance  ia  public  life,  in  the  asaea^Uy.  Aaaosig  them 
may  be  mentioned,  David  Thomas,  «i  the  county  of  Waah- 
iagtoa,  Erastus  Root,  of  the  oooaty  of  Dtlawarai  Ajdhs» 
hald  Mclntyre,  of  the  county  of  Moatgoimery,  Obadin^ 
13enBa%  of  the  county  of  Chenango,  and  Jedediali  Pesfc| 
q£  the  county  of  Otac^.  Mr«  Peck  had  been  elected  aaa 
fadjMnliati  or  rather,  strictly  speakii^,  the  iedeoal  paiiy  ii 
tkal^x>iw4y  aoul4  hardly  be  loud  fit  iWtiaae^  to  tepakai 
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any  opponti<»|  but  in  the  course  of  the  session,  he  gea* 
erally  acted  with  the  republicans,  and  finally  became  iden- 
tified with  that  party. 

The  year  which  succeeded  the  election,  in  April,  1798, 
was  one  of  unusual,  perhaps  unsurpassed,  political  excite- 
ment in  the  United  States ;  but  in  no  state  was  party  heat 
more  intense  than  in  the  state  of  New-York.  All  the  old 
animosities  iHiich  were  generated  in  1788,  and  had  been 
smothered  for  ten  years,  burst  forth  into  a  flame.  This 
excitement  was  mainly  produced  by  the  measures  of  the 
general  goyemment  The  friends  of  the  administratton 
of  Mr.  Adams  were  openly  charged  with  palpable  and  at 
most  treasonable  partiality  for  the  British  government, 
and  with  attempting  by  construction  to  invest  the  national 
government  with  powers  not  intended  to  be  conferred  on 
them  by  the  constitution,  and  finally  to  subvert  our  free 
institutions  and  establish  in  lieu  thereof,  if  not  in  name  in 
spirit,  a  limited  monarchical  government  similar  to  that 
of  Great  Britain.  These  charges  may  seem  to  us  at  this 
day,  entirely  extravagant,  and  as  having  originated  either 
from  an  over  heated  disordered  imagination,  or  from  a  de^ 
sign  to  impose  on  the  less  informed  part  of  the  community 
by  false  representations  and  unfounded  alarms,  with  a 
view  to  accomplish  electioneering  purposes,  and  projects 
of  self  aggrandizement.  But  in  my  judgement,  we  should 
do  injustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  intelligent  and  best 
informed  part  of  the  republicans,  who  led  on  the  attack 
upon  the  federal  administration,  in  arriving  at  such  a  con* 
elusion.  To  prove  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  it  wiH 
be  necessary  slightly  to  glance  at  the  principles  and  move^ 
ments  of  the  two  great  national  parties  of  that  day.  It 
cannot  be  denied  but  that  many  of  the  most  intelligent  of 
the  federalists,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  United 
States  constitution,  believed  that  a  pure  representative 
government,  as  contemplated  by  that  mstrument,  could 
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Bol  be  suBlained  by  any  comiAaiuty  on  earth.  Tbey 
therefore  lodked  for  a  change  to  be  produced  either  1^ 
physical  force,  that  is  by  a  reyolution,  or  by  gradual  and 
almost  bsenaible  innovations,  to  be  effected  by  those  who 
should  adUninister  the  government ;  and  the  latter  coame 
was,  from  varioas  and.  important  co^sideratioBS,  to  be  pre- 
ferred. I  have  no  doubt  that  a  large  majority  of  thoae 
men  who  thus  thought  and  judged  were  honest  in  their 
q^mions*  Why  should  it  be  otherwise  t  A  representative 
democracy  was  entirely  novel.  The  ancient  republics 
were  either  real  aristocracies  or  democracies.  In  the  latter 
case,  the  people,  instead  of  acting  by  their  representatives, 
acted  in  masses.  Such  were  some  of  the  ancient  Orecian 
republics.  These  communities  were,  after  a  short  time,: 
always  misled  by  designing  demagogues,  and  soon  lost 
their  liberties. 

In  Rome^  the  government  was.  partly  aristocratic  and 
partly  democratic.  The  democratic  branch  of  the  govern* 
ment  gradually  gained  ground  and  encroached  on  the 
aristocratic,  until  the  senate  entirely  lost  its  authority  and 
power.  The  democracy  soon  became  a  prey  to  the  ambi- 
tious projecU  of  designing  and  corrupt  demagogues*  The 
result  was,  that  the  Roman  people,  who  were  masters  of 
the  world,  became  themselves  the  slaves  of  a  single  despot. 
The  more  recent  Italian  and  Dutch  republics,  (so  called,) 
were  generally,  properly  speaking,  mere  oligarclues ;  and 
were  so  distracted  by  factions,  caused  by  the  ambitious 
projects  of  individuals,  or  created  by  the  corrupt  influence 
of  neighboring  and  more  powerful  governments,  as  to  af- 
ford a  feeble  protection  to  the  private  rights  and  personal 
liberty  of  the  citizen,  and  an  extremely  unsafe  and  uncerr 
tain  guaranty  of  national  independence.  The  government 
of  nearly  all  the  American  states,  while  colonies,  had  been 
partially  created  by  the  hereditary  executive  and  royal 
authority  of  Great  Britain.    The  little  colonies  of  Connec* 
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tievi  ud  illi^e'Maaid  teniiAied  tile  otilj  kMMoes  <tf  die 
eihtaiee  of  ein)  mcvAj^  for  afty  emiUuitto  period  of 
tine,  imd«r  a  ttptemmMim  ^m&nimai^  lad  these  were 
ui  jhet,  w  tkcir  iiiAMieyyaiMl  elwejfe  Itod  ailed  weder  Hm' 
tttielegedftiieiMtlnrceeiitty.  ItveaoMmoriiB^^dNn 
whel  has  kfca^  will  bew^  b  tt  thoD,  maMer  #r  eeleiiiik- 
omAj  tlMLt  i^flileelfaig  «Nto|  reedinf  nen,  inid  honest  iMaey 
•kottld  haw  deBpatred  af  eifeoling  tllat  ki  thia  iwiHyi 
whiek  had  nerer  beenelbeied  in  atij  age  or  bj  aay  eiaar 
try  aa  this  globe  Y  I  tatherwoadef  that  men  were  faaad 
boU  eaough  to  reatata  on  tlm  new  experioieat)  aad  l» 
diaregard  there  doabtsaad  appreheasio&su  Thank  (j^edy 
there  were  saeh  nea ;  aaiong  wbon  Thonea  Jetkj^tm^ 
Beajamia  Franklia,  George  Clntoa,  aad  Saiauel  Aiaaia, 
stead  pre^emiaeat.  Thaak  Gad,  too,  that  they  were  eae 
tained  by  the  mass  of  mind  in  the  United  Stetes.  The 
«aea  wko  were  known  to  have  enCertained  these  do«d)tsof 
the  capacity  of  man  for  self-gavermnent,  stood  ia  tiie  front 
tanks,  and  were  the  leaders  of  the  federalism  of  1798, 
General  Hamilton  had^  as  we  have  seen,  avowed  his  prinh 
ciples  frankly  and  ftdly,  in  the  aatioflal  convention,  in 
flMrer  of  a  goremment  wkich,  in  effiMt,  woaid  have  been 
a  liaiited  OKmarcfay,  and,  ia  his  letter  to  Timothy  Picker- 
ing, (see  page  14,)  at  a  later  day,  be  kilimales  that  ka 
yielded  to  the  adoption  of  the  cenetitatien  because  the 
pMjudtces  of  the  people  in  iavor  of  a  republican  govern* 
meat  were  so  strong  that  it  seemed  neceesury  io^iry  ik$ 
sdcpmaMni."  iSven  the  pure  minded  aad  patriotic  John 
Jay  in  his  letter  to  Gen.  Wssbinglon,  dated  Marcb  7, 1787, 
(iJay,  S56,)  on  the  subject  of  the  form  of  government, 
wttcb  in  his  judgement  ooglit  to  be  adopted  by  the  Uni*- 
ted  States^  says,  ^^  Shall  we  have  a  King  Y  Not  in  my 
opinion,  while  other  experimenis  reMicfa  untried.  Might 
ae  not  have  a  governor  general  limited  in  his  prerog<- 
wa   aad  duration  1    Might  not   congress    be  divided 


fif^  th«  bitt^f  imwUy-  *  *  *  What  pqvw.  sbmUi  ^ 
giwti4  U^  ^%  gavufiwciu  «o  c99MtUttUd  1  U  f^  qHAstioA 
YKhMk  4Q«er¥fit  ^iiifsi^  tlMHigkt.    Z  tUak  tha  $t^0  tU  W< 

/nfimiutiQ  fmp^$^  mi  aU  their  prim4ptUqff^ 
nwl  awfJAsfyt  bmg  cmmimMMi  mi  remwMe  by  tl^ 
mtimoi  gm^sTnw»4-  h&\  it  b«  remembered  that  tbit  \^ 
ti9  iTM  wrUtea  to  G^eral  WashiogtOA,  tbe  mik  6x^i  i^ 
inAoepc^  in  tbe  n^tioo,  and  t)i»t  in  his  a^awer  ha  expreaiMl 
no  8«i^8a  at  the  propoaitioas  made  by  Mr.  ^sgr* 

la  it^  then,  a  matter  of  aurprise  that  the  populace  ahoidil 
have  been  alanvM^d  when  the  stamp  duty^  the  very  ifimp 
WKt^  which  had  iaduced  them  to  rebel  against  Great  Bri 
\m^  vaa  fi9:ed  upoa  them  by  coiwresa  % 

I  ought  to  haya  mei^tiouad  that  so  late  aa  1793,  leaA* 
lag  fa4eraliata  ware  m  the  hahiti  in  th^  verbal  oomiiiiir 
nifaktioi^,  of  declaring  their  coavictiQ^athat  our  deau>€nv 
tip  inatiUitims  conH  ^fA  lopg  siibais^ 

la  it  at  all  aurprisiag  thajt  eD}ighten^4  aiu)  highly  iaiajp* 
lig^t  men  of  the  republican  party^  wh^  they  perceiTa^ 
H^X  Gen«  Hamilton  and  Goy«  Jay  wer^  the  dispensers  a| 
gOTfmmental  patrpnage  i^  ibifi  sta^,  when  they  foun4 
that  that  patrQa^;e  was  almost  #x^usively  bestowed  9fi 
thoee  who  declaimed  themsejiirea  in  favor  oif  a  strong  aM 
anergetic  governnienti  aa  it  was  oalledi  whan  the  gen^n4 
goverment  had  adopted  a  system  of  internal  taxation  whioh 
immensely  increased  its  patronage ;  when  a  standing  armf 
in  time  of  peace  had  been  raised;  when  congress  had  ow* 
&rred  on  the  president  the  power  to  borrow  money,  leav- 
ing him  unlimited  in  his  discretion  as  to  the  rate  of  intereft 
to  be  paid ;  when  the  same  authority  had  vested  the  pres^ 
d^nt  with  arbitrary  cQntrol  over  the  persona  of  aliens,  and 
mben.  a  law  had  been  paaaed,  rendering  it  highly  penal  It 
iipeajc  or  write  any  thijog  tending  to  bring  odium  and  co^** 
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tempi  on  the  prertdent  or  upon  his  admiiiigtration,  or  upon 
congress,  and  espeeially  when  under  this  act,  tiiey  saw  a 
member  of  congress  confined  for  four  months  in  a  dungeon^ 
principally  for  charging  Mr.  Adams  with  living  in  a  sump- 
tons  and  princely  style ;  is  it,  I  say,  at  all  surprising  that 
intelligent  and  consciencious  men  should  have  honestly 
entertained  serious  apprehensions,  if  not  a  firm  belief  that 
those  men  who  had  all  along  declared  their  opinion  that 
a  free  representative  government  could  not  be  sustained, 
they  being  the  very  men  who  were  supposed  to  hold  a 
oontroling  influence  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
btended  the  subversion  of  our  free  institutions,  and  were 
taking  measures  to  accomplish  that  intention  f 

While,  therefore,  I  award  to  the  great  body,  even  of 
the  leading  federalists  of  ninety-eight,  honest  and  pure 
motives,  I  insist  that  upright  and  well  itiformed  republi- 
cans had  good  reasons  to  believe,  and  did  sincerely  believe 
that  a  gradual  subversion  of  the  free  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution was  in  progress  by  those  who  administered  the  go- 
vernment* Another  circumstance  which  at  this  time  added 
vnusual  bitterness  to  party  controversies  was,  that  unfortu* 
nately  for  the  federal  party,  nearly  all  the  tories  of  the  re* 
volution  then  living,  joined  them.  This  view  of  the  mate- 
rials of  which  that  party  was  composed,  connected  with  the 
•ympathy  felt  by  the  Americans  generally  for  the  French, 
produced  an  impression  by  no  means  unnatural,  that  the 
federalists,  as  a  party  were  unreasonably  attached  to  the 
British  and  desired  to  renew  the  connexion  in  some  shape, 
that  formerly  existed  between  the  two  countries. 

It  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  all  these  causes  acting  at  one 
and  the  same  time  in  connexion  with  the  ordinary  causes 
which  impel  to  action  political  partizans,  such  as  person-* 
al  rivalships,  and  the  keen  appetite  for  power  and  place, 
must  have  rendered  the  contest  from  1798  to  1800  ardent 
to  a  degree  of  which  we  can  scarcely  form  an  adequate 


vomceptum.  Seen  «fter  Qtir^rifor  Jay  had  taken  the  oatlk 
of  office  upon  his  second  election,  he  issued  a  proclama'- 
tioa  requiring  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  legislacurey 
IB  the  month  of  August.  They  met  at  Albany  in  pursue 
ance  of  this  proclamation^  and  Derick  Ten  Broeck  was  cho* 
sen  q»eaker. 

The  retuh  of  the  mission  to  France  of  Messrs.  Pinck- 
ney,  Gerry  and  Marshal  became  known  in  this  country  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  this  year,  and  the  vile 
i^ttempt  made  in  the  French  capital  under  the  eye  of  the 
govemmenty  and  eridently  by  their  secret  agents  to  extort 
money  from  the  American  people,  as  the  price  of  a  trea- 
ty with  die  French  republic,  rendered  it  almost  certain  in 
&e  view  of  all  well  informed  men  that  a  war  would  be 
the  conaequenee  of  these  disgraceful  practices^ 

The  governor,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, assigned  as  a  cause  for  the  call  of  the  extra  session^ 
the  alarming  indications  of  a  war  with  France,  founded 
principally  on  the  recent  disclosures,  and  the  consequent 
aeoeasity  of  immediate  preparations  for  defence,  by  re- 
pairing old  and^  erecting  new  fortifications,  by  an  efficient 
organization  of  the  militia,  by  replenishing  our  arsenals 
with  arms,  and  warlike  munitions,  and  by  providing  funds 
lo  defray  the  expenses  of  these  defensive  measures.  His 
speech  was  almost  solely  confined  to  national  aflfairs,  and 
tttided  to  inflame  the  minds  of  his  auditors  against  the 
French,  and  no  doubt  was  intended  by  him  to  produce 
<hat  effect. 

The  answers  of  the  two  houses  were  responsive  and 
respectful.  They  adopted  some  measures  for  putting  the 
state  in  a  position  of  defence,  but  did  not  enter  into  the 
enltnary  business  of  state  legislation. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  vacancy  in  the  United 
States  senate  had  been  created  by  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Hobsrt,  and  that  Gen.  North  had  been  temporarily  ap^ 
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foiftte^  t»  tfafit  aftoe  dunng  IIm  pe<Ms«  The  kgiakiut 
tbvefore  proceeded  to  choose  James  Watson  «s  the  si]»> 
oessor  of  Mr.  Hebart  John  Tayler^  afterwards  lieuteos^ 
ant  governory  was  the  demeciatic  candidate.  la  the  aar 
aoDUji  Mr.  Watson  rec^-ved  fifty-^seTea  mtesi  and  Mk 
Tayler  forty-eight.  This^  probably,  exhibits  the  sirangih 
of  the  parties  ia  th«t  house  duris^  the  otsa  seisioii  in 
1798, 

This  extra  session  was  adjowned  imtil  the  2ni  day  of 
Jjinnary,  1799,  on  which  day  the  legisUtnre  met  aft  AUaanff 
and  on  the  6th  of  that  month,  the  assembly  proeeeded  t# 
elect  a  oouncil  of  appointment,  vid  Wm.  Dunning  of  the 
aeuthern>  Ebeaeaer  Fodte  of  the  middle,  Ebeneser  Ckik 
ai  the  easterny  and  John  Frey  of  the  western  diatriety  weee 
chosen.  Mr«  Dunning  had  forty-nine  Tolea,  Mr.  Foafte 
the  ssjae  number,  Mr.  Clark  had  ninety*two  Totes^  and 
BAj,  Frey  ninety-six.  The  opposition  ean^hdates  weta 
Ml.  Adison  and  Mr.  Haight,  who  each  had  £erty*aeYistt 
votes.  The  eastern  and  western  distriets  were  represasted 
entirely  by  federal,  and  the  fiouthem  by  demoeratic  sen** 
tors.  This  accounts  for  the  eboice  of  Mr.  Duanmgi  who 
was  a  republican. 

The  legislature  of  Massaehueeite  had  primed  oertaai 
amendments  to  tbe  United  States  eoastitntion,  increasing 
the  disability  of  aliens,  which  wese  laid  before  the  New^ 
York  legislature  by  Got.  Jay.  These  amendments  were 
considered  as  partaking  of  a  party  character,  and  were 
freely  discussed  in  the  assembly,  but  were  rejected  by  a 
Tote  of  sixty^two  to  thirty-eight 

On  the  7th  of  February,  Mr.  John  Swartwout  from  New«*> 
York,  introduced  into  the  assembly  a  resolution  for  tha 
appointment  of  a  committee  who  should  be  directed  ta^ 
bring  in  a  bill  di¥iding  the  state  into  districts,  for  the  elee- 
tion  by  the  people,  of  presidential  electors.  This  resoliH 
lion  was  afterwards  modified  on  the  motion  of  Judge  Feck, 
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80  M  to  v«quire  the  cotomttee  to  embnee  in  tke  Bame  bill^ 
a^r^ction  that  each  state  smainr  ahonld  b«  ohoten  hj 
oogle  dialricts,  and  in  thai  ah^ie  tii«  rcariution  poaaad, 
4fly-4ve  to  fof ty.  A  btU  to  thai  cffeol  wwm  aocordaigly 
brought  kito  the  aasemUy  and  pskaod  that  honae,  but  was 
lageeted  'm  the  aeaate. 

Tb^  lepuUican  neiaben  evidcaidy  aAtkipeted  that  the 

eleotioa  ia  April,  18Q0|  wowld  renk  in  a  Dsderal  majority 

in  the  legislature,  and  they  advocated  thti  meaaare  with  a 

Tiew  of  aeouring  a  part  of  tihe  doctoral  bollege.    This 

pfoject,  therefore,  among  politicians,  assnaied  entirely  a 

paKy  aspect.    The  choice  of  a  couaeil  of  appointment, 

and  that  of  Uaiied  States  senator,  had  Aamn  a  federal 

majority  in  the  assembly;  how,  then,  wse  the  result  last 

mentioned  produocdl    I  am  informed  fay  a  disttnguidied 

gentleman  now  liying,  who  was  then,  thoagh  yoang,  an 

aotive  and  decided  republican  member  of  the  assembly, 

ftat  there  were  at  that  time  some  eight  w  ten  members 

who  had  been  chosen  as  federatiste,  bat  who  began  to 

qaestion  the  doctrines  of  their  party,  who,  on  all  merely 

personal  questions,  voted  with  the  federalists,  bnt  on  queo* 

tions  involving  measures  and   principles,  they  on  most 

occasions  voted  on  the  democratic  side;  of  these  gentle- 

maa^  Obadiah  German,  Judge  Pedc^  and  Mr.  IffcKinstry, 

of  Hudson,  were  the  principal     Tbcy  m^re,  in  the  Ian* 

goage  of  the  day,  denoininated  trimvursj  an  appellation 

which  the  snbsequent  conduct  of  most  of  tbem,  paitica- 

larly  Gen.  German  and  Judge  Peck,  did  not  authorize  or 

warrant.    In  the  management  of  these  men,  the  tact  and 

address  of  C<^.  Burr  were  pe<»iliarly  useful.     It  was, 

ao  doubt,  owing  to  his  contrivance,  that  Judge  Peck  was 

•elected  to  bring  in  the  electoral  resolutions.    Judge 

Peck,  although  a  clear  headed  senuble  man,  was  an  uned^ 

ucated  emigrant  from  Connecticttt.    His  appearance  was 

diminutive  and  almost  disgustbg.    In  religion  he  was 
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fuatioal,  but  in  his  political  Tiews,  he  was  sincere,  perse^ 
verbg  and  bold;  and  although  meek  and  humble  in  his 
demeanor,  he  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  personal  amr^ 
bition.  He  was  an  itinerant  sunreyor  in  the  county  of 
Ots^o,  then  a  new  and  uncultivated  part  of  the  state. 
He  would  survey  your  farm  in  the  day  time,  exhort  and 
pray  in  your  femily  at  night,  and  talk  <m  politics  the  rest 
part  of  the  time.  Perhaps  on  Sunday,  or  some  evening' 
in  the  week,  he  would  preach  a  sermon  in  your  school 
bouse.  No  mifn  knew  better  the  political  importance  of 
such  a  man,  in  a  society  organized  as  the  society  of  the 
western  counties  then  was,  than  Col.  Burr,  and  he  spared^ 
no  pains  to  cause  Mr.  Peck  to  be  identified  with  the  demo**^ 
cratic  party.  Various  anecdotes  have  been  related  to  me, 
which  exhibit  the  care  which  Col.  Burr  took  to  shape 
trifling  matters  in  such  a  way  as  tb  act  on  the  mind  of 
Judge  Peck  and  others,  so  as  to  produce  the  great  result 
at  which  he  aimed.  The  selection  of  Judge  Peck  to  offer 
the  electoral  resolutions  flattered  his  vanity,  it  called  out 
upon  him  the  maledictions  of  leading  federalists,  and  in  that 
way  widened  the  breach  between  him  and  his  old  political 
friends*  Mr.  B.,  it  is  said,  with  equal  skill  and  persevcs 
ranee  applied  himself  to  Gen.  German,  then  a  plain,  but 
strong  minded,  and  highly  popular  farmer  of  Chenango* 
The  support  of  the  democratic  cause  by  these  two  men, 
was  eventually  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  the 
republican  party  in  April,  1800.  I  do  not  think  it  too 
much  to  say,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  papers  circula- 
ted by  Judge  Peck  and  Gen.  German,  and  their  personal 
exertion  and  influence,  the  western  district  in  the  year 
1800,  would  have  been  federal.  Mr.  Cheetham  therefore, 
in  his  pamphlet,  which  he  wrote  some  years  afterwards, 
professing  to  present  a  "  view  "  of  Mr.  Burr's  political 
oonduct,  and  in  his  answer  to  Aristides  is  wrong  in  allege 
ing  that  Col.  Burr,  while  a  member  of  the  assembly  in 
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179&-4,  did  not  act  efficiently  in  support  of  the  republic 
can  interest.  He  probably  effected  more  than  any  other 
indiyiduaL 

The  celebrated  resolutions,  drawn  by  Mr.  Madison^  of 
Kentucky  and  Virginia,  denouncing  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  and  other  measures  of  Mr.  Adams  were,  by  Got. 
Jay  communicated  to  our  legislature.  When  the  assem 
bly  was  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  these  resolutions, 
Mr.  King,  a  federalist,  moved  a  resolution  reciting  that 
the  right  of  deciding  on  the  constitutionality  of  all 
laws  beloivgs  to  the  judiciary  department,  that  the 
assumption  of  that  right  by  the  individual  states,  is 
unwarrantable,  and  tends  to  destroy  the  independ^ice 
of  the  general  government,  &c. — He  therefore,  for  this 
Extraordinary  reason,  moved  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.  At  this  day  the  doctrine  that  members  of  a 
state  legislature  had  not,  constitutionally,  the  right  to  ex*- 
press  their  opinion  on  the  acts  of  the  general  government 
would  be  regarded  as  too  absurd  to  be  advocated  by  a 
man  of  sane  mind  ;  but  although  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
King  was  ably  and  strenuously  resisted  by  Mr.  Root  and 
others,  it  was  finally  adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty  to  forty- 
three. 

In  the  senate,  the  same  proceedings  were  had  in  sub-^ 
stance,  and  Mr.  King's  resolution,  together  with  the  pre- 
amble was  adopted  by  a  large  majority,  there  being  only 
seven  votes  against  it.  These  were  Adison,  Dunning, 
L'Hommedieu,  J.  Schenck,  Spencer,  Tappan,  and  Tillot- 
•on.  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the 
senate,  must  have  been  necesarily  absent.  It  will  be 
seen  that  Judge  Spencer,  who  so  lately  had  been  an  ardent 
friend  of  Gov.  Jay,  and  a  most  zealous  federalist,  is  now 
found  voting  with  the  republican  party.  The  fact  is,  he 
^hanged  sides  in  the  latter  part  of  the  session  of  179^ 


126  I>OLITlC^I.    BIS'TORT  [tfHk 

and  not  leng  after  Mr.  Jones  wn  appointed  comptroller 
it  is  said  he  was  a  candidate  for  .that  office.  Hence,  llh^ 
federalists  charged  him  with  abandoning  his  party  in  conoe- 
quettoe  of  disappoinfment,  and  from  feelings  of  resent* 
nent  towards  Got.  Jay.  The  troth  of  this  allegatioii^ 
Jndge  Speaeer  has  always  denied,  and  has  nnifermty 
treated  the  accusation  as  a  calumny.  His  change  of  prii^ 
'Cipi«s  was  known  in  the  spring  of  1798,  and  before  Ua 
reflection  to  the  senate  from  the  middle  district. 

When  the  preodent  of  &e  United  States  was  inforOK 
ed  of  the  treatment  by  ti>e  French  directory,  of  MessiH. 
Pinckney,  Marshal  and  Gerry,  he,  in  a  speech  to  congrctt^ 
dtclared  that  he  neTer  would  send  another  minister  1o 
France  aniil  he  had  assurance  that  an  American  envc^ 
would  be  received  with  the  respect  due  to  a  great,  frete 
and  independent  nation.  But  not  long  aflerwards,  Mr. 
Adams  having  been  advised  by  Mr.  Vans  Murray,  our 
minister  at  the  Hague,  that  representations  had  been  ma^ 
le  him  by  some  of  the  French  diplomatic  agents,  thlt 
France  was  siill  desirous  to  treat  with  America;  not- 
withstanding his  former  delaration,  he  (Mr.  Adams)  nom^ 
Bated  to  the  United  States  senate,  Mr.  Vans  Murray,  as 
the  American  envoy  to  the  French  court.  This  step  was 
severely  censured  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  many  other 
leading  federalists  in  the  nation,  some  of  whom  probably 
f«ally  desired  a  war  with  France.  Mr.  Swartwout,  how- 
ever, moved  in  the  assembly,  an  address  of  thanks  to  the 
jiresidenl,  on  account  of  the  appointment  of  Vans  Mur- 
ray,  but  the  motion  was  not  sustained  by  a  majority  kk 
the  assembly*  The  result  of  this  motion,  shews  the  very 
great  influence  which  the  opinions  of  Gen.  Hamilton  had 
on  his  political  friends  in  the  legislature.  It  seems  to  mt 
as  a  question  of  mere  party  policy,  the  federalists  on  thtt 
occasion  acte<t  unwisely.  They  should,  themselves,  have 
kroufirbt  forwavd  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Swartwoitt 
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fhe  tnwlmicy  df  it  would  Ittve  been  %o  hKremevMsedtte 
miidluGe  ef  tte  |i«d|rle  k  Mr.  AdamBj  die  hc«d  of  thfe 
Mttmlpartjry  and  in  Ug  adttnustratioii,  but  wliat  wtt  of 
VliU  grcfdit  impOrtHice)  it  would  bav«  dkniniriied  tins 
fBftloii^  feit  ky  iBftiiy  boneity  upright  men,  thtt  tlve  fede- 
ralists from  an  ovenvcetting  partiaUtj  for  Of  eat  BritaiA| 
iMve  determined  tm  A  war  with  France  witbe«t  regarding 
4iie  ^eekien  whether  there  was  or  was  »et  a  snfficimt 
^stuae  iter  eueh  wan 

Jvdge  Jajy  in  his  biogr94>hy  of  the  gcr&nwr,  says  (1 
J^  998)  that  ^^  dimng  the  «x  years  of  Got.  Jay's  adesin- 
ittratkm,  not  one  iftdivxdnal  was  dismissed  by  him  from  o^ 
6oe  OB  acoowat  of  his  politioi^  So  lott^  as  an  officer  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  idelity  and  ability,  he  was  ceftaki 
of  being  continued,  and  heaee  Ina  devocion  to  the  pub^ 
beeame  identified  with  has  peisonal  interest^''  It  is  related 
that  ia  the  council,  a  menlier  was  urging  im  behalf  of  • 
4Batididate,  his  Bcel  end  usefulness  as  a  federalist,  wben  he 
was  ffiterrupted  by  the  governor,  with  ^  that,  sir,  is  not 
4he  question;  ss  he  fit  for  the  office  f    f  See  Nole  O.] 

I^kese  scnttmenti  and  principles  of  action  are  truly  we- 
We,  and  in  coofomity  with  the  pure  motives  whidi  always 
governed  the  couduet  of  John  Jay.  But  Judge  Jay  wus 
mislakea  in  sa]^g  that  no  person  was  removed  on  account 
(^  his  politioB,  during  Qt>v.  Jay's  administration.  I  find 
on  the  minutes  of  the  ccmncti,  that  Jacob  John  Lansing 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Kew'-York, 
Dec  28, 1798,  and  James  Morris  was  appointed  to  suceeed 
him;  dso,  that  on  the  9th  of  March,  1799,  Jedediah  Peck 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  a  jurlge  of  the  common 
pleas  oowrt  of  Otsego  county,  without  any  cause  of  the 
rmnoval  appearing  on  the  minutes.  These  are  the  IfUt 
eases  i  have  been  able  to  find  since  the  year  1777,  of  rs^ 
mosaic,  unless  the  cause  of  Hie  removal  was  inserted  on 
the  mnrales^    The  aocusatton  WM  in^e  Apst  plaee  «n»- 
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tered,  ^ind  a  copy  was  aerred  on  the  party  accused.  la 
most  cases  the  incumbent  appeared  in  pers(m  before  the 
council,  and  made  his  defence.  The  council  then  either 
dismissed  the  complaint,  or  remoTcd  the  officer,  as  they 
thought  right;  but  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Lansing  and  Judge 
Peck,  no  such  proceedings  were  had. 

I  presume  mal-conduct  was  charged  against  bodi 
those  gentlemen,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  at  that  day  the 
council  would  have  removed  the  sheriff  of  New* York,  so 
near  the  end  of  his  term,  without  spedal  and  good  cause, 
though  that  cause  does  not,  as  it  ought,  according  to  for- 
mer practice,  appear  on  the  council  books.  In  the  case 
of  Judge  Peck,  too,  no  doubt,  complaints  of  misconduct 
were  made  against  him  by  such  heated  politicians  as  Judge 
Cooper  and  his  immediate  friends;  but  that  Jcdcdiah  Pedc 
was  guilty  of  official  mal-conduct,  I  do  not  believe ;  and  if 
his  removal  was  attempted  to  be  put  on  that  ground,  that 
circumstance  probably  added  to  the  unpopularity  of  the 
measure.  His  re-election  as  a  member  of  the  assembly, 
by  a  triumphant  majority,  in  less  than  sixty  days  after  his 
removal,  affords  evidence  of  the  judgment  his  neighbors 
formed  of  his  conduct.  In  justice  to  Gov.  Jay,  it  is  proper 
to  add,  that  according  to  the  practice  then  existing,  a  re* 
moval  from  office  might  be  made,  against  the  wishes  of 
the  governor,  on  the  motion  of  any  member  of  the  council, 
although  an  appointment  could  not  be  effected,  according 
to  Gov.  Jay's  construction  of  the  constitution,  without  his 
ccmsent,  or  rather  without  his  nomination. 

tL  bill  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  passed  die 
assembly  during  this  session,  but  was  lost  in  the  senate. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature.  Judge  Peek 
introduced  into  the  assembly  a  bill  abolishing  imprison- 
ment for  all  debts  arising  on  contract,  express  or  implied^ 
which,  when  called  up,  was  rejected  without  a  division. 
t  mention  this  cbcumstance  as  evidence  of  die  gr^t 
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change  wbicli  the  public  mind  has  undergone  since  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century^  in  relation  to  this  imporl- 
ant  question^  and  as  creditable  to  the  benevolent  feelings 
md  native  sagacity  of  Jedediah  l^eck.  We  shall  prCK 
sently  see  him,  if  not  the  projector,  at  least  the  perse- 
vering and  efficient  advocate  of  another  great  measure— -a 
measure  on  the  success  of  which  depends  the  prc^servation 
of  the  freedom  and  civil  institutions  of  this  country;  I  mean 
the  CoicMON  School  System.  The  act  for  ^^  supplying  the 
ci^  of  New- York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,"  or  in 
other  words,  the  bill  chartering  the  Manhattan  Bank, 
passed  a  few  days  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legisla- 
ture. The  scheme  of  chartering  thb  company  was  formed 
and  mainly  executed  by  Col.  Burr.  The  bill  was  so 
drawn  as  to  enable  Col.  Burr  and  his  republican  friends  to 
get  the  control  oC  a  majority  of  the  stock,  and  ot  eoursei 
of  the  funds  of  the  company.  It  is  an  admitted  fact,  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  legislature  at  the  time  they  granted 
this  charter,  did  not  know  that  it  contained  a  grant  of 
banking  powers.  I  shall  take  another  occasion  to  remark 
on  these  proceedmgs,  as  well  as  tJbkose  relating  to  the  in* 
corporation  of  the  New- York  State  Bank  at  Albany,  in 
the  year  1802,  when  I  come  to  the  time  when  the  Bank 
o£  America  was  chartered.  As  that  event  resulted  in  a  new 
organization  of  parties,  the  subject  of  procuring  bank 
eharters  will  then  be  fully  considered. 

The  election  in  April,  1799,  terminated  more  un&vorably 
to  the  republicans  than  had  been  anticipated.  New- York, 
whidi  for  the  two  precedmg  years  had  elected  republicans, 
this  year  elected  federalists  by  the  lai^e  majority  of  abont 
nine  hundred.  Col.  Burr  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Tq»ublican  ticket,  and  previous  to  the  election,  the  secret 
waa  out,  that  the  charter  to  the  Manhattan  company  con- 
tBBned  a  clause  that  vested  them  with  banking  powenu. 

lil  PM  aUeged,^  (and  truly  alleged,)  that  a  very  Idtm 

ft 
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majority  of  the  legislature  had  been  eheated,  for  that 
nubile  thej  believed  they  were  simply  providing  the  meam 
of  supplying  the  city  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  they 
had  created  a  bank  which  was  to  be  managed  as  a  greet 
party  machine^  and  which  wbs  to  minister  to  the  personal 
and  ambitious  projects  of  Col.  Burr.  A  very  inflammatory 
pamphlet  was  writtea  and  generally  circuls^ed  before  tte 
election,  presenting  in  bold  relief  these  and  other  yiewa 
to  the  New- York  public.  The  democratic  newspapers  of 
the  day,  charged  the  loss  of  the  election  in  New- York  to 
these  efforts,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  they  had  a  pre^ 
digious  and  perhaps  controlling  effect  on  the  result  of  tha 
election.  In  Columbia  county,  too,  where  the  republicans 
expected  success,  the  federalists  elected  their  ticket  ^  bnti 
in  the  eastern  and  western  districts  there  was  considerable 
republiean  gain.  In  Otsego  county.  Judge  Peck  was  re* 
elected,  notwithstanding  the  rigorous  opposition  madfe 
against  him  by  Judge  Cooper  and  other  active  and  influen 
tital  federalists. 

in  the  southern  district,  in  consequence  of  the  large 
majority  in  the  city  of  New-York,  Messrs.  Hatfield  and 
Cedes,  the  two  federal  candidates,  were  elected.  In  the 
middle  district,  the  republicans  were  more  fortunate  and 
succeeded  in  electing  Isaac  Bloom  of  Dutchess,  John 
Hathom  of  Orange,  and  John  Suffem  of  Rocklsmd. 
2Sna  Hitchcock,  Ebeneser  Russell,  and  Moses  Vail,  w^re 
re-elected  from  the  eastern,  and  Moss  Kent  and  Yineent 
Matthews  were  elected  from  the  western  district.  These 
gentlemen  were  all  federalists.  During  the  summer  whiloh 
succeeded  the  election  of  April,  1799,  several  very  vc^ca- 
tious  prosecution^  were  instituted  for  a  breach  of  the  act- 
dition  law.  Among  others j  Mr.  Charles  Holt,  printer  of 
the  Bee  at  New  London,  was  prosecuted  and  imprisoned. 
A  Mr.  Baldwin  of  New-Jersey,  was  also  mdicted,  tiriedi 
(onricted,  and  fined^  imder  color  of  tliQ  stcKtion  hm^  im 
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Ibefiillowiiig  Qffeaee:-^Mr.  Adtms,  on  faie  velurii  from  the 
0eMt  of  govei^ment,  paised  through  Newark  j  aomeoaii- 
9001  w«ve  discfat£god  in  oomplinieiit  Id  him)  while  paassing 
tkvough  that  village ;  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  it  would  appear, 
was  rather  a  low  bred  man,  said  he  wished  the  wadding 
diseharged  &tm  the  eannoa  had  been  lodged  in  the  preai- 
4tn1f  a  faadcsides.  For  this  he  waa  fined  one  hundred  dol 
laxab  l%e  fedefaliata  of  Kew*York,  hariag  triumphuitly 
auoeeeded  in  the  late  election,  and  aU  branches  both  ot 
tbeatttbt  and  national  govennaent  beings  with  them^  should 
hinreendeavored  to  quiet  and  soothe  the  Aselinga  and  miti* 
pte  the  jealousies  of  their  opponents.  Buenapavlc/^ 
maxim  wias,  that  the  proper  time  for  ma^g  overtures  of 
peaoe  waa  after  a  Tiotory.  It  was  a  wise  and  sound  maait* 
iBi,  ttttd  ia  equally  applicable  to  political  parties.  Thai 
was  the  time  for  tiie  federalists  of  New^Yoilr  to  have^axfilad 
with  magnanimity  uid  kindness  towards  those  polHical 
enemiea  over  whom  they  had  so  recently  obtained  a  vtxMitf. 
But  their  eondnet  was  dixectly  the  reverse.  l%ey  matt^ 
ftated  a  vindictive  and  persecuting  spirit  towards  their 
opponents.  I  a^l  motion  only  otte  instance.  Oen. 
Jfofan  Armstrong,  though  he  was  not  tfa^  known  as  tike 
anther,  had  written  with  his  usual  ability  and  in  his  ucmal 
nnequailed  styie  of  Intteniese  and  severky,  a  petition  to 
eongBess  for  the  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedition  lawi. 
Chqnea  of  this  petition  were  sent  into  the  various  counties 
in.  the  state,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  signa<- 
,  but  no  doubt,  really  with  the  view  of  keeping  ths 
features  of  these  laws  before  the  people  and  oo» 
and  increasing  the  agitation  of  the  public  nund. 
Be  copies  of  these  petitions  were  sent  to  Judge  Peck  of 
Olaego  county,  and  he  offered  them  (w  signature  to  hia 
Mighbois.  For  this  offence,  Judge  Cooper  wrote  to  M». 
fianinon,  thiea  United  States  dietriet  attorney^  inriBtittg 
that  a  prosecution*  under  color  of  the  sedition  law,  should 
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be  bstitttted  against  Mr.  Peck.  Mr.  Harrison  was  impru- 
dent enough  to  listen  to  these  oomplaints,  and  a  grand  jmj 
of  the  district  of  New-York  was  empannelled  who  were 
weak  enough  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  for  this  alleged 
offence.  A  bench  warrant  was  issued  and  Judge  Peck 
was  taken  from  his  family  by  an  officer,  to  the  city  of 
New-York.  A  hundred  missionaries  in  the  cause  of  de> 
mocracy,  stationed  between  New-York  and  Coc^erstowni 
could  not  have  done  so  much  for  the  republican  cause  aa 
this  journey  of  Judge  Peck,  as  a  prisoner,  from  Otsego  to 
the  capital  of  the  state.  It  was  nothing  less  than  the 
^ittblic  exhibition  of  a  suffermg  martyr  for  the  freedom  of 
ipeech  and  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petitioning,  to  the 
view  of  the  citizens  of  the  various  places  throi^^  which 
ihe  marshal  travelled  with  his  prisoner.  Strange  in&tuar 
tionl  But  thus  it  is;  parties  alvFays  have  been  and 
always  will  be  hurried  into  measures  which  result  in  their 
.own  overthrow,  by  the  indiscreet  zeal,  or  the  malignant 
spirit  of  personal  revenge,  of  their  own  friends. 

On  the  9th  day  of  December,  died  General  Qeorge 
Washington.  Independent  of  the  loss  which  the  country 
in  general  sustained  by  the  decease  of  this  great  and  good 
man,  his  death  was  to  the  federalists  as  a  par/y,  at  this 
particular  juncture,  an  irrepar8J>le  loss.  Oen.  Washingtcm 
was  known  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  administration  of  lifr. 
Adams,  He  had  accepted  of  the  command  of  the  provi- 
sional army,  raised  by  a  recent  law  of  congress,  and  al^ 
though  that  law  was  peculiarly  offensive  to  the  republican 
party, so  great  and  so  universal  was  the  confidence  in  Oen* 
Washington,  that  it  was  difficult  to  convince  the  peiqile 
that  any  measure  sanctioned  by  him  could  be  dangerooii 
qr  that  an  administration  which  received  his  approbation 
oould  be  unworthy  of  their  support.  But,  upon  his  dead^ 
the  name  of  Gen.  Washington  could  no  longtr  be  thrmm 
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into  the  scales  in  balancing  the  merits  of  any  future  mea- 
tore  whbh  might  be  adopted  by  the  administration. 

The  l^;islature  met  at  Albany  on  the  28th  day  of  Janu- 
ary,  1800.  Derick  Ten  Broeck  was  re*elected  speaker 
-widiout  opposition. 

The  governor^  in  the  introductory  part  of  his  speech^ 
pronounced  a  short  but  elegant  eulogy  on  Oen.  Washing- 
ton. In  the  residue  of  bis  remarks  he  avoided  touching 
on  any  party  questions^  and  confined  himself  to  the  recom* 
mendation  of  several  very  salutary  and  judicious  amend- 
ments of  the  laws.  He  concluded  by  urging  further  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  common  schools. 

On  &e  6th  February ^he  assembly  elected  Samuel  Haight 
from  die  southern,  Robert  Sands  from  the  middle,  Jamea 
Gordon  from  the  eastern,  and  Thomas  R.  Gold  from  the 
western  district,  members  of  the  cotmdl  of  appointment 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

He  legislature,  in  the  early  part  of  this  session,  reduced 
the  salary  of  the  comptroller  from  three  thousand  dollars 
to.  two  thousand  five  hundred,whereupon  Mr  .Jones  declined 
a  re-appointment,(the  comptroller,  by  the  ori^nal  law,  was 
appointed  annually,)  and  on  the  12th  March,  John  V. 
Henry,  of  Albany,  since  well  known  as  an  eminent  law- 
yer, who  was  then  a  member  of  the  assembly,  was  ap» 
pointed  to  that  office. 

On  the  same  day,  (12th  March,)  a  debate  arose  in  the 
assembly  on  a  bill  brought  in  by  Judge  Peck,  to  divide  the 
state  into  districts,  and  for  the  choice  of  presidential  elec- 
tors by  the  people.  This  was  opposed  by  the  federalists, 
principally  on  the  ground  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  ^^  That  each 
state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
thereof  shall  d^ct,  such  number  of  electors,''  ftc.  It  was 
contended  that  the  direction  that  ^^each  state  shall  appoint,'^ 
implied  that  the  state  diould  act  as  a  body  corporate,  and 
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therefore^  that  tiie  electors  could  iKit  be  appointed  bj  the 
people.  The  ddiate,  on  Ae  plart^f  the  federalists,  warn 
priiicipally  co»diicted  by  Mr.  John  V.  Henry.  Hie  spea- 
kers on  the  odier  side,  were  MK  Peck,  Mr.  Comstock  of 
Saratoga,  and  Mr.  Thomas  of  Washinglmi.  Hkit  bill  iiras 
finally  rejected,  on  the  jeMftim  of  Mr.  Shnrtleff  of  Sche- 
nectady, by  a  vote  of  fifty-^fir^  to  forty-seven. 

Mr.  WaitsM  resigned  his  seat  tn  ihe  senate  of  titee  TJtLi^ 
ted  States,  and  OoVemcto  Morns  ^ras  chosen  ia  his 
place,  on  tike  3d  day  of  April.  Peter  Oansevoort  of 
Albany,  -was  the  opposing  candidate.  In  the  sena4?e,  Mr. 
Morris  received  tirentyHSve  votes,  end  Mr.  Gensetoorl' 
eteven*  In  the  ass^Qiibiy  the  vote  stood  fifty-feur  to  forty- 
eight 

The  legislature  adjon^ed  on  the  6th  April,  to  the  first 
Tnesday  of  Koveniber. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  April,  1800,  afforded  aeom- 
plete  triumph  to  the  demo<aratic  party  in  the  state,  and  we 
may  add,  also,  in  the  nation.  This  extraordinory  success 
disappointed  andsuiprised  both  federalists  and  republicans. 
The  city  ai  New-York,  although  the  year  before  it  had 
given  a  federal  majority  of  nine  hundred,  this  year  dected 
rep^Iican  members.  The  republicans  succeeded  in  three 
oQt«)f  the  fonr  senatorial  districts,  which  reduced  the  fede- 
ral majority  in  the  senate  to  seven,  while  in  the  assembly 
that  party  obtained  a  majority  of  twienty^ight.  By  this 
means  the  election  of  electors  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  rendiered  certain,  and  his  election  to  the  precedency 
was  equally  certain.  The  eastern  district  was  the  only 
district  which  returned  fedeml  senators.  From  that  dis- 
trict, James  Gordon  and  Stephen  Fink  were  chosen;  from 
the  southern,  Wm.  Dunning,  Jonathan.  Purdy  and  Benja. 
Mnnting;  from  the  middle,  David  Van  Ness,  Solomon 
Sutherland,  John  C  Hogeboom,  Jacobus  S.  Bruyn  and 
Aones  W.  Wilkin  and  from  the  western,  Robert  Rose* 
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boan  aad  Jmieink  ^hagec,  were  elected.  Mr.  Sanger 
sftenraids  acted  witk  ike  federalists.*  Out  of  tiie  tes 
opagrearioittil  ^ligkriet^  «ix  rqpuUioans  w^re  ehoacn* 

The  Kkmoewtie  raoeanpni  tha  western  dbtiict,  whick 
Has  eiilirdiy^  me^peoted,  wasi  I  kare  ao  itoubty  produced 
by  ^  fiohot  piroceediage  canaed  by  the  o^r  zealoiMi 
ivieTditta^  paitimlariy  by  the  oppreaiive  and  tyranmcal 
anUM*  ki  wbieb  tiie  aedUka  law  was  eacecated* 

in  tba  ^  of  New-York  kia  probable  that  in  179ft 
wumy  repoblicana  yated  the  federal  ticket  in  consequence 
of  their  dissatia&ction  with  the  mantter  in  which  the  law 
yantffag  banbang  powers  to  the  Maoihattaa  company  had 
been  aaiaggled  through  the  t^slature^  and  for  the  rea*- 
son  that  Col.  Burr,  who  was  confessedly  the  contnTer  and 
the  agent  who  e&cted  that  extsaondiaary  measure,  wa# 
ami  a  candidate.  B«t  another  rery  efficMOit  cpu^e  of 
Ae  democratic  success  in  1800  in  that  ciiy  was,  the  exr 
eeediagly  jvdicious  selection  of  candidates*  Col«  Buif 
«ss  not  himaelf  a  city  eaoididate.  This  ciroumstaace  pre, 
vented  Utt  MaBbattna  qnestics  from  prejudicing  the  elecr 
lion.  Besides  the  bank  was  tiien  in  operation,  and  iar 
slead  of  bring  an  objeet  to  be  dreaded  and  represented  m^ 
odious,  it  then  had  the  power  of  ocnferrkkg  favcrs,  and 
was  aa  object  to  be  courted  by  all  those  whose  situatii^i  or 
hasineaB  required  pecuniary  aid.  The  most  consummate 
prudence  and  skill  were  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
oandidates.  The  republican  ticket  contained  thirteen 
BMn^  whose  wealth,  and  talents  and  weight  of  chaicaor 
tcr  were  probably  greater  than  any  other  equal  number 
of  rqniblicaas  thm  to  be  found  in  the  city,  or  perhaps 
any  other  equal  number  d  citiaens.  But  this  was  not 
all*  At  that  time  some  decree  of  rivalry  existed  be* 
tweea  the  livingstons^  and  Clintons,  and  great  jealousf 
and  aufqncion  were  entertained  between  both  the  Living* 
>  and  Clintons  tad  CcA.  Burt.    £ach  had  their  warm 

*  Qb  was  protaUr  MOiiiiatad  bf  tte  FsdcniliBti. 
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personal  friends,  and  those  friends  partook  more  or  less  of 
the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  their  leaders.     A  set  of 
candidates  therefore  who  were  apjMurently  particularly 
friendly  to  either  of  these  leaders  would  hare  been  coldly 
supported  by  the  others.    With  a  yiew  to  render  these 
jealousies  and  collisions  innoxious,  and  to  bring  the  whole 
democratic  party  heartily  into  action,  Got.  Clinton  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  ticket,  Brockholst  Livingston^ 
the  most  talented  member  of  the  Liyingston  femily,  was 
also  made  a  candidate,  and  to  prerent  any  dissatisfactioii 
on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  CoL  Burr,  Mr.  John  Swart- 
wout,  known  to  be  his  ccmfidential  friend  was  nominated 
and  Mr.  Burr  himself  was  nominated  and  elected  from  the 
county  of  Orai^e.    In  order  to  call  out  thereyolutionary 
feelings  and  sympathies  of  the  electors,  Oen.  Horatio 
Oates  was  also  placed  on  the  ticket.    John  Broome,  af- 
terwards lieutenant  goyemor,  Henry  Rubers,  Samuel 
Osgood,  and  sundry  other  eminent  citizens  of  great  weight 
of  character  and  personal  popularity,  were  likewise  put  in 
nomination.    To  the  address  and  skill,  and  indefritigable 
perseyerance  of  Col*  Burr,  this  selection  of  candidates  is 
in  a  great  measure  owing.    Mr.  Cheetham,  in  his  yiew 
of  the  political  conduct  of  Col.  Burr,  and  in  his  reply  to 
Aristides,  is,  it  appears  to  me,  uncandid  in  denyii^  to  Mr. 
B.  the  credit  of  being  the  prmcipai  agent  in  dSfecting  this 
arrangement.    The  large  federal  majoHty  which  had  been 
obtained  by  the  federalists  the  preceding  year,  induced 
many  leading  republicans  to  believe  and  declare  to  their 
friends  that  all  efforts  would  be  vain;  CoU  Burr,  xm  the 
other  hand,  persisted  in  affirming  that  success  was  certain 
if  arrangements  could  foe  made  which  would  bring  to  the 
polls,  the  whole  force  of  the  democratic  party;  and  it  was 
his  plastic  hand  which  forined  this  excellent  ticket.    It 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  his  ardent  persuasions  which  ia*- 
diiced  some  of  the  candidates  to  permit  their  names  to.be 
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oaed.  The  arrangement  was  not  finally  consummated 
until  a  few  erenings  before  the  election^  when  it  waa  ef- 
fected at  m  interview  between  Got.  Clinton  and  Col. 
Burr  and  four  or  five  other  friends,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Oelston,  in  the  city  of  New*York. 

Smith  Thompson  made  his  first  appearance  in  public  life 
thb  year,  as  a  member  of  the  assembly  from  the  county 
of  Dutdiess. 

Before  I  entei"  upon  tfie  history  of  the  Norember  sea* 
flion  of  the  legislature,  I  shall  endeairor  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  the  conduct  and  movements  of  two  distinguished 
New- York  politicians,  in  respect  to  the  coming  presiden- 
tial election.  The  gentlemen  to  whom  I  allude  are  Aaron 
Burr  and  Alexander  Hamilton*  In  tracing  their  course,  I 
shall  necessarily  be  carried  beyond  the  first  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  and  into  the  winter  of  the  year  1801;  but  I 
think  this  method  will  enable  the  reader  to  get  a  more 
distinct  view  of  the  political  operations  of  that  year,  than 
by  confining  myself  to  a  strict  chronological  order  of 
avents. 

Congress  was  in  session  whai  the  result  of  the  New^ 
York  election  was  made  public.  As  soon  as  this  event 
was  known,  and  it  was  consequently  ascertained  that  a 
republican  president  and  vice-president  could  be  elected, 
it  became  necessary  to  settle  on  a  candidate  for  the  vice* 
presidency,  all  being  agreed  that  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be 
tfte  presidential  candidate.  In  the  month  of  May,  an 
informal  caucus  was  held  by  the  republican  members  of 
congress  at  Philadelphia,  to  deliberate  on  that  question. 
At  this  conference  it  was  agreed  that  the  vice-president 
should  be  taken  iVom  New-York,  and  Chancellor  Living* 
gton,  Gov.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Burr  were  mentioned.  The 
members  who  composed  this  conference  not  knowing  the . 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  their  democratic  friends  in  New-^ 
York,  requested  Mr.  Gallatin  to  communicate  with  dienl 
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and  afioertaia  thdjr  V&ewfu  Ms.  GaUatio^  in  pursianoe  of 
tluMejywsti  Wf  ote  to  Commodore  NidcolMm  of  NiBW-Yark| 
and  reqiieflPted  Jam  to  conFene  frankly  and  freely  wilh  the 
geatkiaeii  who  had  baea  auu»€d  as  caiutidatesi  and  to 
consult  other  friends  aftd  infoim  bim^  (Mr.  O.,)  of  the 
mult  of  has  ^afujfiea. 

Com.  Viokotson  aoon  found  Uiat  the  dea&eas  of  Gbaaf* 
cellor  Livingston  presented  an  insuperable  bander  to  Hb 
aominatioa.  He  then  called  on  Got.  Clinto&)  wl»,  at 
&«t,  streauottsJiy  objected  to  the  nomination,  alleging  aa 
a  oeason  his  advani^d  age^  impaired  health,  and  the  sUiia* 
tioaof  his  family.  Com.  Nickolson  represented  &at  their 
political  friends  might  think  that  the  success  of  thedema^ 
cratic  paHy  would  be  endangered  by  his  decleasiaai  iqioi 
which,  Mr.  Clintcffi  said,  that  if  his  name  should  be  deemed 
absolutely  necessary  to  ensure  success  to  the  r^HtbUcaasi 
he  would  consent  to  the  nomination,  on  the  express  condi* 
lion  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  resign,  if  he  ibund  him 
health  and  circumstances  rendered  retireieient  from  publics 
employment  necessary.  The  friends  of  Got.  Cli«ton 
allege,  that  upon  this,  Mr.  Nickolson  concluded  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Philadelphia  cauous,  the  selection  of  Got. 
Clinton,  and  actually  wrote  a  letter  to  that  effect;  but  thai 
he  went  from  Gov,  Clintoft's  to  Col.  Burr's^  and  showed 
him  the  letter  he  had  written^  that  Mr.  B.  was  dissatisfied 
and  after  some  consultation  with  him  and  his  friends,  Mr, 
Nickolson  erased  the  name  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  iasertol 
that  of  Col.  Burr.  (Cheethani?s  Rtply  to  Aristidu^  f.  6S 
to.  57.)  What  the  true  version  of  this  transaction  was,  it 
is  impossible,  at  this  day,  to  ascertain  with  certainty.  To 
me,  it  seems  probable,  from  the^irit  of  rivalry  existing  her 
tween  Gov.  Clinton  and  Col.  Burr,  from  the  taior  of  Mn 
C's*  communication  to  the  commodore,  and  from  hk 
subsequent  conduct  in  suffering  himself  to  be  a  candidate 
for  the  office  pf  governor  and  afterwards  that  of  vice^-prer* 
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ndent,  he  really  denred  to  be  %  cundidaie,  in  preference 
to  CoL  Burr.  On  die  other  hud,  it  is  prohii^le  at  Mr« 
B.  had,  wUJe  in  the  Uuted  Stated  se&ate,  fturnked  au 
aoqaainiaBice  aad  friendship  nith  mangr  of  the  «ottthem 
poisfioiuiB,  AB  1m  faftd|  at  the  dkc^a  in  1797^  reoeiTcd 
thirty  of  the  soathero  Teles  for  llie  cAoe  of  viee-)»eBideAt| 
alidas  hb  friends  and  agents  were  very  active  in  his  fayor, 
that  a  ioajority  of  the  membenr  of  eoagress  were  really 
desiMms  of  his  nomination^  and  that  Commodore  Nickobon 
WAS  apprised  of  this  fact.  In  this  way  I  accoont  for  his 
cendiKt  in  so  veadily  giving  up  Qot.  Clintoni  and  recoaa- 
mending  Col.  B«iit. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  commodore's  letter  at  PhiladeljAia^ 
CW.  Burr  was  nomioated  for  yice-'president  at  a  ooaigres- 
sional  caucus.  If  Mr.  Clinton  was  dissatisfied  with  this 
nemination,or  the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected|  he  hsd 
too  much  discretion  to  mamfcst  his  disapprobation.  On 
the  oontrary,  as  a  memi>er  of  the  legislature  and  on  all 
occasions)  he  supported  with  good  faith  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr. 

Up(m  canrassiag  the  preaidaitial  votes,  it  was  found 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr  had  each  of  them  received 
seventy*three  votes.  The  whole  number  of  votes  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  leavii^  for  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Pinckney  sixty-five  votes  each.*  This  result  produoed 
a  coDvulsioa,  which  imminently  threatened  a  dissolution  of 
thegovemeaeBL  The  number  of  votes  given  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  Mr.  Burr  being  equal|  there  was  of  coursei  no 
election  by  the  electors,  and  the  election  of  president  de- 
volved on  the  flkates  as  represented  in  the  Louse  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States.  There  were  then  sixteen 
states.  Eight  of  them  were  republican,  six  were  federal, 
and  two  were  equally  divided.  It  was  necessary  that  a 
majority  of  the  states  should  cast  their  votes  for  one 
person,  in  order  to  effect  an  election.    Li  this  situation  of 

*  This  i»  ao  error-Mr.  P.  received  Id  one  of  the  tattem  tuiM  two  TOles  lea* 
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affairs^  Mr.  Burr  was  charged  with  an  attempt,  by  intrigue 
and  management,  to  cause  himself  to  be  elected  president, 
in  prefer^ce  to  Mn  Jefferson.  It  was  this  charge, 
^^  which  was  the  weight  that  pulled  him  down  "  from  tiie 
pinnacle  of  power  to  which  he  seemed  rising,  and  which, 
as  a  politician,  prostrated  him  forever. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  examine  or  recapitulate  in  detail 
the  facts  urged  in  support  of  this  charge,  or  the  argu- 
ments  and  facts  presented  by  the  friends  of  Col.  Burr  in 
his  defence.  There  are,  however,  two  circumstances 
about  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  which  notwithstanding 
the  letter  of  Col.  Burr  to  Gen.  Smith  of  Maryland,  written 
before  the  result  of  the  canvass  was  known,*  produce  in 
my  mind  a  strong  conviction  that  he  did  seek  the  prest-  - 
dency,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 

In  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  a  majority  of  the  assembly 
was  democratic,  but  the  senate  was  federal.  It  was  for 
some  time  doubtful  what  would  be  the  political  character 
of  the  electors  of  that  state,  and  indeed,  whether  any  elec 
tors  at  all  would  be  chosen;  for  the  senate  afforded  some 
indications  that  they  would  not  meet  the  assembly  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  a  joint  ballot  The  electors,  it  will 
be  recollected,  were  then  chosen  in  that  state  by  the  legis-^ 
lature.  Again,  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  state  of. 
South  Carolina  would  elect  federal  or  republican  electors, 
and  the  electors  in  that  state  were  not  to  be  chosen  until 
the  second  day  of  December,  only  two  days  before  the 
votes  for  president  and  vice-president  were  to  be  given. 

It  was  ascertained  that  if  Pennsylvania  elected  a  full 
college  of  republican  electors,  a  republican  president 
would  be  chosen,  whether  South  Carolina  voted  for  him 
or  not.  The  electors  from  New-Jersey  had  been  appointed, 
and   they  were  federalists.     Those  who  held  that  Col. 

te  tUft  letter  Mr.  Burr  idTeets  tp  decline  «  eompetitSon  wiUi  Mr.  Mbnoa. 
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Burr  had  intrigued  for  the  presidency^  alleged  that  he 
had  agreed  with  the  federal  electors  of  New^ersey,  that 
in  case  Pennsylvania  should  elect  republican  electors,  and 
thus  insure  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adams,  they  should  cast 
their  vote  for  Mr.  Burr,  leaving  off  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr. 
Cheetham,  in  his  view  of  the  political  conduct  of  Aaron 
Burr,  published  in  1802,  (p.  44^)  charges,  that  after  the 
election,  Jonathan  Dayton,  who  was  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  a  distinguished  federal  leader 
in  New-Jersey,  publicly  declai*ed  that  such  was  the  ar* 
langement  and  agreement.  The  celebrated  pamphlet  of 
Aristides,  written  by  Judge  Wm.  P.  Van  Ness,  in  answer 
to  Cheetham's  ^*  viewj^  does  not  contradict  this  statement. 
The  subsequent  intimacy  between  Mr.  Dayton  and  Mr. 
Burr,  which  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  the  former,  goes  still 
further  to  confirm  this  statement.  The  arrangement,  if 
one  was  made,  was  not  carried  into  effect,  for  the  two 
houses  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  finally  compromised 
their  differences,  and  the  result  was  that  the  republicans 
had  but  one  majority  in  the  electoral  college  of  that  state* 

Was  this  agreement  of  the  New-Jersey  federalists  to 
vote  for  Col.  Burr  unknown  to  him  1  I  cannot  believe 
that  it  was. 

The  other  circumstance  to  which  I  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader,  is,  that  after  the  electoral  vote  was 
known,  and  before  the  action  of  the  house  of  representa* 
tives,  in  the  winter  of  1801,  Col.  Burr  went  to  Albany  to 
attend  the  legislature  as  a  member,  and  took  with  him 
William  P.  Van  Ness,  one  of  the  most  shrewd  and 
sagacious  men  which  this  state  ever  produced.  He  was 
Mr.B's  most  confidential  friend.  Mr.  Y.  N.,  before  the. 
election  in  the  house  of  representatives^  wrote  to  Edward 
Livingston,  a  member  of  that  house,  advising  him  that  it 
'^  was  the  sense  of  theTepublican  party  of  this  state,  that 
after  some  trials  in  the  house  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be  given 
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up  fov  Mr.  Burr.''  This,  by  the  bye,  was'  notoriously 
untrue.  Other  letters  were  writtea  to  the  same  effect. 
This  charge  is  made  in  Cheetham^s  "r»ewj"&c.,  which 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Van  Ness,  as  Z  have  before  stated, 
in  the  pamphlet  to  which  he  aflSixed  the  signature  of  Ari- 
stides.  In  that  pamphlet  he  does  not  deny  that  he  wrote 
the  letter,  <md  such  a  letter ^to  Mr.  Livingston.  Can  any 
man  doubt  that  that  letter  was  written  with  the  know- 
ledge and  approbation  of  Col.  Burr  1  Assurances  were 
given  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  B.,  that  after  several  ballob- 
ings  the  states  of  New- York,  Tennessee,  and  perhaps 
New-Jersey,  would  go  for  Col.  Burr.  When  the  house 
6f  representatives  commenced  the  business  of  president 
making  on  the  11th  of  February,  a  dreadful  scene  was 
opened.  Thirty-six  ballotings  were  had.  The  balloting 
continued  four  days  and  four  nights,  and  finally  terminated 
in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Burr 
charged  Mr.  Jefferson  with  purchasing,  by  a  promise  of 
o£Bce,  some  of  those  members  of  congress  who,  it  was 
supposed,  had  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  B.^  and  in  fulfil^ 
ment  of  these  engagements,  it  is  alleged  that  Mr.  Linn 
was  appointed  supervisor  of  the  revenue  of  New-Jersey, 
Mr.  Livingston  district  attorney  of  New- York,  Gen.  Bailey 
post-master  at  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  Clairborne 
of  Tennessee,  governor  of  the  territory  of  Missisippi. 

The  conduct  of  Col.  Burr  was  as  impolitic  as  it  was 
faithless  to  his  party.  He  remained  at  Albany  during  the 
whole  winter.  He  shrouded  himself  in  mystery.  His 
scheme  undoubtedly  was,  to  suffer  the  federalists  and  a 
few  republicans  to  elect  him,  without  appearing  himself 
to  take  part  in  the  election  and  without  any  special  com- 
mitments. If  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be  chosen,  he  supposed 
by  this  mysterious  course  of  action,  or  rather  no  apparent 
action,  he  could  still  retain  his  standing  with  the  republi- 
6fm  party.     If,  on  di^  contrary,  ke  should  be  the  success^ 
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ffetl  omAdftte^  be  nn&gmed  that  the  power  and  patronage 
conferrad  hjtlie  office  would  enable  him  to  sustain  himself 
and  to  fem  a  partj  out  of  the  wreck  of  th^  two  parties, 
which  would  constitute  a  majtnity  in  the  nation.  This 
«otmie  <^  ciHiduct  was  weak  as  well  as  wicked.  There 
•retimes  when  it  may  be  (fisereet  for  a  politician  to  tempo-* 
me;  but  there  are  also  times  when  a  temporizing  policy 
is  tibe  most  injudieious  policy  which  can  be  pursued. 
The  present  was,  with  Col.  Burr,  a  time  for  action,  and 
not  for  halting  and  heritating.  Although,  as  an  honorabk 
asember  of  the  republican  party,  he  could  not  with  pro- 
priety enter  the  list  against  Mr.  Jefferson,  there  was  no 
Irsason  in  doing  so;  and  had  be  done  so  openly,  a 
large  and  respectable  portion  of  community  would  have 
sustained  him.  He  would,  in  the  then  excited  state  of 
party  feeling,  at  any  rate  by  taking  this  course,  probably 
hare  succeeded;  and  success  in  politics,  as  in  war,  too 
generally  in  public  estimation,  sanctifies  the  means  by 
which  it  is  procured.  That  Col.  Burr,  if  he  had  pursued 
this  line  of  conduct,  would  have  received  die  support  of 
the  federalits  and  would  ultimately  have  been  elected,  is 
rendered  probable  by  a  letter  written  by  Judge  Cooper, 
&en  a  member  of  Uie  house  of  representatives,  from  this 
state,  to  Thomas  Morris,  on  the  last  day  of  balloting,  in 
which  he  says,  "  Had  Burr  done  any  thing  for  himself,  he 
would  long  ere  this  have  been  president,"  (2  Bavis^  116.) 
Judge  Cooper  was  an  uneducated  man,  but  very  few  knew 
men  better  than  he.  Mr.  Burr,  therefore,  in  my  judgment, 
ought  either  frankly  and  openly  to  have  declared  himself 
a  candidate  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  manifested 
a  readiness  to  make  a  common  cause  with  his  friends;  or 
he  should  have  repaired  in  person  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment and  requested  his  friends  to  support  Mr.  Jefferson. 
He  should  have  publicly  and  imcquivocally  declared  he 
would  not  accept  of  an  election  made  in  the  way  his 
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election,,  if  effected  at  all,  must  have  been  made^  aad  the 
latter  was,  beyond  question,  tbe  path  of  duty  ^s  well  as 
that  of  honor.  While  he  was  himself  vaguely  intimating 
that  he  did  not  widi  to  enter  into  competition  with  Mr* 
Jefferson,  his  friends  were  urging  republican  monbers  of 
congress  to  abandon  Mr.  Jefferson  and  support  Burr.  He 
balanced — he  hesitated — ^he  equivocated.  In  reviewing 
his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  one  cannot  help  being  re- 
minded ^of  the  ludicrous  description  given  by  Casca  of 
Caesar's  refusal  to  accept  a  crown  : — ^^  I  saw  Mark  An- 
thony offer  him  a  crown,  *  *  *  And  as  I  told  you,  he  put 
it  by  once,  but  for  all  that,  to  my  thinking,  he  would  fain 
have  had  it.  Then  he  offered  it  to  him  again,  then  he  put 
it  by  again;  but  to  my  thinking  he  was  very  loath  to  lay 
his  fingers  off  it." 

The  high  character  of  Gen«  Hamilton,  his  acknowledged 
transcendency  of  talents  and  commanding  influence  with 
the  federalists  in  this  state  and  nation,  render  his  conduct 
in  relation  to  the  presidential  election,  in  1800,  worthy  of 
particular  attentio;i. 

Immediately  after  the  result  of  the  state  election  was 
known,  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  May,  Gen.  Hamilton, 
with  the  approbation,  as  is  said,  of  a  caucus  of  his  political 
friends  in  New- York,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gov.  Jay^ 
requesting  and  urging  him  forthwith  to  call  the  then  exist* 
ing  legislature  together,  with  a  view  that  before  the  l^a* 
lative  year  expired,  (and  it  will  be  remembered  that  under 
the  old  constitution  it  expired  on  the  first  of  July,)  they 
should  pass  an  act  dividing  the  state  into  districts  for  the 
choice  of  presidential  electors  by  the  people.  It  was 
supposed,  and  the  event  proved  the  supposition  well 
founded,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  could  not  get,  including  the 
twelve  New- York  votes,  more  than  73  votes,  and  seventy 
votes  were  necessary  to  a  choice.  If,  therefore,  four  fed- 
eral votes  could  be  obtained  in  this  state,  (and  that  there 
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WqM^*  if  the  i9tMe  vfU  dilk  ided  iatd  (jkttUiM^  dU  not  ulxiMl 
af  aay -d^idbty)  tfae  election  if  Jefieisoo  would  be  defeated* 
lin.  UimiltaA}^  hi»  J^tler^usas  this  exftmor^mary  laa^ 
giagei  ^^  Yoil|  iBiri  knaw  m  a  {preat  <k^iee  tha  aatv^fadeial 
|Nu1if,  but  I  fear  yo«  ito  aot  kaiMr  them  aa  well  aa  t  di^ 
^ISmm.  oonapDaiiioo  ilkdaed  of  vary  iiuMKi(pii0tta  nalarialii 
het  atf  tmiu^  §0  w^tkitf ;  aame  of  Uiem  to  the 
thMt  of  the  ga^amaaeiil  by  a^pfribg  it  of  ka  (hia 
fjia,"  (JaffvsdaMM;].  ^<  oihe»  of  then,"  {BaiV|]  a  !«▼#» 
liition  after  the  manner  of  BqaDftji^rie*  ^^  I  i|>eak  froai 
iiidtthtteblo  faclsi  aot  froia  ^aonjecture  and  iaferaDces." 
Haw<i^.  Hftinilton  ea«ll  f9el  aothwMsd  to  make  thaae 
bMi  and  aa  aU  will  mom  adattt|  imwarrantebk  aaaertiomi 
la  attok  a  mail  aa  Gov.  Jiayi  H  ia  d^feult  la  oOMoivo*  Hi 
woAchiAeihfmgutg  the  goTerHor  to  ma^  Iha  oaU  aa  Hn 
mdif  rmMmmg  m^mis  of  aeviag  Iha  aatloB. 

At  the  tiiHe  Mr.  Hamilixm  made  thia  reeommaiidatiot 
la4i«T«  Jay,  he  must  have  known  that  a  propoaitiott-  hi* 
^viag  this  Tery  acheme)  had  been  made  ia  tha  aaaeotbly 
kjp  Mn  Simxtwoiai  and  Judge  Peok  a  few  aaonths  befoM) 
a^i  IB  that  body  had  been  rejected  by  the  uteted  votoa  .^ 
Ik^ftHtttlmiSn  He  aonat  have  kiiown  that  that  able  1m^ 
fet^  and  bonesf  and  hcmorable  man^  Josh  V*  UMma^ 
kad  •f|>oaed  at  mainly  on  the  ground  that  it  was  uHconcdi* 
laeiaMd.  Had  the  dooatiiiltbn  changed^  or  was  Hr.  Uauj 
smd-itke  wbole  ledeittl  fpartrf  ih  the  aaaembly  to  idwage  al 
IhdkiMii^S  of  Xieo.  KhmilfQii  t  Jolm  Jay^  tke  p^u^  the 
fawMtj  tiie  pattiotac  JUia  Ja^^  who  at  that  aaament  waa 
aa  tealoiD  a  fedeaaiot  aa  tke  Uniled  £tatea  conttakiedi  ie 
kiaiiMDHaithduuvifefiieed  to  yieM  tothia  pressing  lol^ 
tiMitei  Onthe  baek  of  that  letter  wiU  now  be  fooai 
4ka  faUowing  endoranncat  ^  Ptf^smg  a  me^iuH  Jbr 
pmi^ffurp&M^  uAkdk  ItkmkH  ynnUd  nci  hM&m$  tm  4e 
adopt.^^    In  the  history  of  man,  amidst  his  foUieri^  h» 

iaJBidhili.«attBcii/tkai^aiieaewaad4kafllgceaa  ^eis 
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mi  whkh  the  mind  delights  to  dwell,  and  this  is  one  of 
them.  This  demonstration  of  rirtue  and  high  integritj, 
ought  to  embalm  the  memory  of  John  Jay  m  the  heart  of 
every  honest  man  and  true  patriot.  It  brings  to  one's 
mind  the  so  much  admired  decision  of  the  people  of 
Athens,  on  the  proposition  made  to  them  byTbemidtocles 
'  through  Aristides.  The  letter  of  Gen.  Hamilton  may  be 
seen  in  1  Jay,  412 — ^The  general's  name  is  not  printed  at 
the  foot  of  it,  but  it  is,  I  believe,  universally  admitted  th^ 
he  wrote  and  subscribed  it. 

There  is  something  singular,  and  to  my  mind  mysteri<- 
ous,  in  the  character  of  Gen.  Hamilton.  That  he  was  a 
<rery  great  man — ^perhaps  the  greatest  man  on  the  score 
of  talents,  who  flourished  during  the  revolution,  I  believe* 
Hie  testimony  of  good  judges  now  living,  who  knew  him 
well,  and  the  writings  which  he  has  left  behind  him,  par* 
ticularly  the  Federalist,  together  with  his  official  reporti 
as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sustain  me  in  this  opinion; 
and  that  he  honestly  believed  the  measures  which  he  ad- 
vocated were  the  measures  best  calculated  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  country;  and  also,  that  he  honestly, 
frankly,  and  fearlessly  declared  his  opinions  on  all  proper 
occasions,  both  publicly,  and  privately,  I  have  no  manner 
of  doubt.  But  there  were  many  things  in  his  conduct 
towards  men,  which  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  approve; 
mi  in  some  of  his  political  movements  his  actions  seem 
to  have  been  inconsistent  with  that  good  fidlli  which  a 
member,  and  especially  a  leader  of  a  political  party,  owes 
to  the  friends  with  whom  he  is  associated.  Upon  a  close 
analysis  of  bis  conduct,  his  errors,  I  think,  will  be  found 
to  have  originated  from  having  formed  too  low  an  estimate 
of  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  mass  of  commu^ 
nity,  and  to  an  immoderate  and  most  intense  personal 
ambition. 

Be  was  always  opposed  to  Gov,  Clinton,  but  his  oppo- 
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»ition  to  him  was  '  founded  on  a  radical  diiSerence  in 
opinion,  respecting  what  ought  to  be  the  principles  and 
the  policy  of  the  government.  That  opposition  was  open 
and  frank,  and  always  conducted  honorably.  Of  Col. 
Burr,  he  ipras  the  professional  rival,  (though  vastly  his 
superior,)  and  he  was  unwaveringly  politically  opposed  to 
him;  although  Col.  Burr  at  times  supported  the  party  to 
which  Gen.  Hamilton  was  attached,  the  hostility  of  the 
latter  to  the  former,  seems  never  for  one  moment  to  have 
undergone  the  least  mitigation.  There  were  good  reasons 
why  he  should  have  been  politically  opposed  to  Gov. 
Clinton;  and  there  were  also,  equally  good  reasons  why 
he  should  have  been  opposed  to  Burr,  probably  as  well 
personally  as  politically; — ^but  he  was  also  unfriendly,  and 
for  a  long  period  was  opposed  to  Mr.  John  Adams.  Why 
should  he  have  been  hostile  to  Mr.  Adamsl  Both  he 
and  Mr.  Adams  were  pursuing  the  same  object,  the 
support  of  the  federal  cause  in  the  Union.  Adams  could 
not,  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so,  cross  the  track  or 
&wart  the  views  of  Gen.  Hamilton  in  the  state  of  New- 
York.  Why  then,  should  the  latter  have  been  the  early, 
the  constant,  and  finally,  the  vindictive  opponent  of  the 
former  1  Did  Hamilton  believe  that  the  northern  section 
of  the  union  could  not  sustain  two  great  men  1 

On  the  22d  October,  1800,  a  few  days  before  the  presi- 
dential electors  were  to  be  chosen  in  every  state  in  the 
nation,  Gen.  Hamilton  published  a  pampfilet,  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  ^^  on  the  public  conduct  and  character  of  John 
Adams."  It  contained  a  virulent  attack  upon  him,  per- 
sonally as  well  as  politically;  it  is  said,  and  indeed  it  is 
intimated  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  that  he  did  not  intend  this 
for  the  public  eye;  that  he  caused  it  to  be  printed  for  the 
purpose  of  more  conveniently  sending  it  to  his  confidential 
friends.  This  circumstance,  if  the  attack  was  unjustifia- 
ble, rendered  the  act  more  culpable.     To  attempt  to  rob 
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a  man  oi  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  hU  friends  by 
secret  romm^nications9  against  which  he  cannot  defend 
himself,  because  he  does  not  know  of  their  existence^  pp 
more  nnjusty  more  cruel  than  to  attack  him  openly.  This 
I  can  pot  believe  that  Mr.  Hamilton  intended,  as  it  is  ii^ 
consistent  with  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct.  It  is 
however,  certain^  that  parts  of  the  leUer  were  made  public^ 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  Mr.  H*>  or  sooner  than  he 
desired.  If  the  following  anecdote  be  founded  upon  &cl^ 
it  accounts  for  the  premature  publication  of  this  document 
It  is  said  that  Hamilton  ordered  it  to  be  privately  printed 
|Lod  the  copies  all  sent  to  him;  that  the  printer  after  excu- 
ting  the  work  early  in  the  morning,  sent  the  pamphlets  by 
a  boy  to  Gen.  Hamilton;  that  Burrj  who  was  an  early 
riser,  happening  that  morning  to  be  walking  in  the  streets 
near  tha  house  of  Hamilton,  met  the  boy  with  a  cov- 
ered basket  on  his  arm,  coming  from  the  printing  officei 
pnd  travelling  in  the  direction  of  the  residence  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  casually  asked  the  lad  what  be  had  in  his  basket  1 
He  said  ^^  pamphlets  for  .Gen.  Hamilton;"  not  knowing 
that  they  were  of  the  least  importance.  Burr  then  per- 
suaded the  boy  to  let  him  have  one  of  them,  and  forthwith 
caused  extracts  from  it  to  be  published  and  widely  circii^ 
lated.  I  can  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  story;  I  have 
it|  however,  from  a  gentleman  of  high  standingi  who  him- 
self believed  it.  Mr.  Davis,  (8  life  of  Burr,  65,)  gives  # 
different  account  of  the  means  by  which  the  letter  of  Gen, 
H.  was  first  made  public. 

Gen*  Hamilton  commences  this  letter  by  affirming  that 
Mr.  Adams  had  great  and  intrinsic  defects  in  his  characte]C| 
which  rendered  him  unfit  for  the  office  of  chief  magistrate^ 
and  that  his  talents  were  not  adapted  to  the  administration 
of  the  government.  Mr.  H.  says  in  page  seven  of  his 
letter,  that  Mr.  AJams  ^^  is  a  man  of  an  imagination 
sublimated  and  eccentric,  propitious  neither  to  the  regular 


1800:)  OV   N£W-VORK.  1410 

displnj  of  «  soaiid  judgnent,  nor  to  tfteacty  persfeveitance 
ia  a  syst'emtftlc  plan  of  conduct;  and  to  tfaia  defect  it 
addetf  the  unforfanttte  fotble  of  a  tttnhy  without  boundciy 
and  a  jeadbo^  c^pabk  of  discoloring  ererf  object.'''  T^ 
pro^  of  thii  be  reliates  several  aneedotesp  of  Mi^,  Adam's, 
some  of  them  referring  to  occurrences  m  France.  ^0 
show  the  propensity  of  Mr.  Adams  to  be  jealoutf  of  Ms 
firienA!,  Mr.  H.,  after  stating  that  rt  was  agreed  among  the 
fedleraliats  in  1796,  when  the  presidential  office  becattie 
vacant  by  tfee  declension  of  Gen.  Washington,  that  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney  should  be  equally  suppovted,^ 
leaving  it  to  casual  accession  ef  votes  in  ftivor  of  the  one 
or  the  other  of  theva  to  turn  the  scale  between  them,sayi^^ 
"it  is  true  that  a.  faithful  execution  of  «his  plan  would 
have  given  Mr.  Pinckney  a  belter  chance  than  Mr.  Adams,. 
nor  ihall  U  he  concealed  that  an  ismtfamra^iftethefirt^ 
mer  ioovid  not  have  been  disagreeMe  to  me.  •  '•^  ♦  My 
pomtion  was,  that  if  cAon^e  shouM  decide  in  favdr  of  Mr. 
Pinckney  it  probably  wouM  not  be  a  misl^rtone,  since  hey 
to  every  essential  qualification  for  the  office,  added  a  tem- 
per far  more  discreet  and  conciliatory  than  that  of  Mr. 
Adams.''  {Letter  p.  11,  12.)  Now  let  us,  for  one  mo- 
ment^ look  at  this  project,  and  first,  let  me  remark  that 
the  public  proceedings  and  papers  of  that  day,  (1796^)' 
show  as  clearly  that  Mr.  Adams  was  the  candidate  of  the' 
federal  party  for  president,  as  that  Mr.  Jeffierson  was  tfaef 
candidate  for  that  office,  in  1800,  of  the  republican  party 
Probably  not  one  out  of  a  thousand  of  the  federalists, 
dreamed  of  Mr.  Pinckney  for  president.  This  General 
H  must  have  known.  Be  knew,  too,  that  the  southern 
states  generally  would  vote  for  Mr.  Jefferson.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  he  knew,  (certainly  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe,)  that  South-Garolina  would  do  what  she  actually 
Ai  do,  give  eight  votes  to  Mr.  Jeflferson  and  eight  to^eir* 
own  favorite  citizen,  Pinckney  1     If  then,  the  plan  of 
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Gen%  H.  had  been  carried  out  and  tbe  northern  federal 
states  had  given  an  equal  number  of  votes  to  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr*  Pincknej)  Gen.  H.  must  have  known  Pinckney 
would  have  been  elected  president  contrary  to  the  expec- 
tations and  wishes  of  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  fede- 
ralists. Would  this  have  been  fair  1  Would  it  have  been 
honorable  1 

Mr.  Hamilton  complains  that  Mr.  Adams  spoke  un- 
kindly of  him,  and  was  jealous  of  him.  Is  it  matter  of 
surprise  that  Mr.  Adams  should  have  so  spoken  and  felt  1 
He  and  his  friends  must  have  discovered  the  plot.  The 
votes  given  for  Ellsworth  and  Jay  in  die  New-England 
states  prove  this,  {seep.  102.)  These  yankees  discovering 
that  a  trick  was  about  to  be  played  upon  them,  were  very 
quiet,  but  eventually  played  a  yankee  trick  upon  the  plot- 
ters. Mr.  Hamilton  says  ^^  Mr.  Adams  never  could  for- 
give those  engaged  in  this  plan;"  but  for  my  part  I  cannot 
deem  him  blamable  for  remembering  and  distrusting 
those  who  formed  and  attempted  to  execute  it. 

Gen.  Hamilton  then  animadverts  with  great  severity  on 
many  of  the  measures  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  pronounces  his 
conduct  as  president  to  be  '^  a  heterogenous  mass  of  right 
and  wrong.''  Gen.  Hamilton,  towards  the  close,  says,  he 
^^  does  not  advise  the  withholding  from  Mr.  Adams  a  sin- 
gle vote,  but  he  claims  an  equal  support  of  Mr.  Pinckney 
with  Mr.  Adams,"  (p.  51.)  He  says  he  intends  the  cir- 
culation of  that  letter  to  be  confined  to  narrow  limits. 
Now,  did  not  Gen.  H.  know  that,  in  this  country,  you 
might  as  well  attempt  to  confine  the  light  of  the  sun,  as 
the  matter  contained  in  a  printed  sheet,  when  once  given 
to  the  public  1 

Again,  did  not  that  sagacious  politician  know  that  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  public,  or  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  federal  party,  in  Mr.  Adams,  at  that  par- 
ticular juncture,  would  be  fatal  to  the  federal  cause  in 
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America,  and  would  render  certain  the  event  he  so  macli 
depreeated  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Jay — ^the  election  of  Mv, 
Jefferson.  Why,  then,  should  he  have  written  and  pub- 
lished this  letter  1  Why,  in  1796,  did  he  deliberately 
concoct  a  scheme,  which,  had  it  been  successful,  must 
have  thrown  the  federal  party  into  utter  confusion,  and 
thwarted  the  ardent  and  anxious  wishes  of  an  immense 
majority  of  his  political  friends  t  Did  be  suppose  that 
the  election  of  a  southern  president,  even  if  he  was  a  mia- 
chievous  democrat,  would  hasten  the  elevation  to  the  first 
office  in  the  nation  of  the  great  northern  financier?* 

The  friends  of  Col.  Burr  charged  Gen.  Hamilton  with 
inducing  Mr.  David  A.  (^den  to  call  on  CcL  Burr,  previ- 
ous to  Hie  election  by  the  house  of  representatives,  osten- 
sibly with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  would  be  his  course 
of  conduct  towards  the  federalists,  if  elected  president;  but  ^ 
really  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  standing  with  tha 
republican  party  by  drawing  him  out  on  that  subject. 
This  however,  appears  not  to  be  correct,  from  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Qgden,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  in 
the.  year  1808.  Indeed,  if  Mr.  O.  had  not  made  this 
statement,  no  man  would  have  believed  that  Gen.  Hamil- 
ton could  have  descoided  to  such  trickery.  He  was  en- 
tirely incapable  of  anything  like  meanness.    It  is  however, 

•  n  nwiili  Mem  that  u  commaidBr-lB-chier  of  the  anof  of  the  United  Statet, 
flea.  BunilUm  medei  in  the  enmnier  of  I800|  a  tonr  throogh  tome  of  the  New. 
Kafland  itatee.  ▲  writer  in  the  Boeton  Independent  Chronicle,  who  elaioie  to  bt 
a  fHend  of  John  Adame,  over  the  eifmatnie  of  Manlioe,  chargei  that  the  General's 
fWt  was  political,  havinf  for  its  object  the  prostration  of  BIr.  Adamf.  On  that 
tear  Oen.  Hamilton  it  eharged  with  predicting  among  hie  iHend»-«nd  the  names 
ef  Mfeeen.  PinefcMfi  Amee,  and  Cabot,  are  mencioned  ae  some  of  tlmn— that "  If 
Mr.  PiadoMy  waa  not  elected  pieeident  a  revolntion  would  be  tlie  eontequenee ; 
and  that  within  the  next  four  yean  he,"  (HamUton,)  "ahoald  loee  hie  head  or  ha 
tte  leader  of  a  triampkant  army.*' 

I  haTO  been  anahle  to  find  a  contradietion  of  thie  etory  in  the  federal  paperp 
y,T»>H«iijMi  during  that  year;  bnt  the  style  of  eonrersation  is  so  nnUke  that  whiife 
was  geneaUy  adopted  by  Oen.  Hamilton,  I  eanaot  eredit  it. 

The  eommnaieatioB  of  Maalioe  wm  be  foand  in  the  Albany  Begister  ef  Aa 
gnstUiieQO 


eerta^,  tlMt  *ft  bttireea  Ife.  JefiMM  mi  Mf  *  imrji  Qw^ 
Hamilton  WM  bi  ftvor  of  Mr.  Jeffeifoi^  aiid  sKt  ad^iiMt  Wi^ 
Aieads  ui  eengrtsa.  Ha  n«Miid»r.»A  J^^Eifsaraon  Um.  ]<9|«t. 
fittgerova  man  of  tho  tiMk 

On  the  finU  Tueaday  of  Nov^DAtr  thu  M«i  lagWitwHa 
aoiwrciied)  and  Saoniel  Osgood  of  Nav^Yoik^.upa^  ohacmi 


The  goTMnoT) in  his  apMBh^allttdocl  totk^afyoavjbwiM^ 
of  presidantial  eleetora  aa<  tha  oauaa.  o£  tii%t  eaiilj  Maoo% 
aftdi  ittliBMited  that  dangtr  aigh/b  aaia^  ftom  aUpivupig  t)Q|o^ 
Bftuch  exchament  to  prevail  9^  tuaea  whfui  tba  dpief  mag|r 
alHiile  of  the  nation  waa  to  be  cboa^.  Be  thaoefore  re- 
coauaeodad  the  soppreaaiGsi  of  all  inflanunatoqr  feeling 
Vheieaidao of  his  addresa  warn  confined  to  local  objocta 
pvoper  fbv  a<nte  legislntion*  He  recomaft^ded  the  paa^ 
aage  of  an  act  for  the  call  of  a  Qonventioa  for  the  sola 
piatpoaeof  reatncting  thennsaber  of  senators  and  meipben^ 
ofHieasaeDibly. 

The  two-  houaea  immediately  pvoeeeded  to  cbApae  eleo- 
Imna  for  pieaidaat  and  Tice-presideaiL  The  aeaate  noaoir 
anted  federal  electors  and  the  aasemUy  republiean«  Upo^ 
a  joint  ballot  the  following  persona^  all  o^uUiqaWt  ^VPV9 
diselued  duly  elected^— laaac  Ledyandof  Que^^ AnthonjF 
Lispenard  of  Nev^Yoili^  Piesre  YailL  Coftteadi»i«i^  ^ 
Westchester,  James  Burt  of  Orange,  Gilbert  Livingston 
of  Dutchess,  Thomas  Jenlnna  and  Peter  Van^  Neast  of  Co- 
hunUa)  Robert  EUis  of  Saratoga,  John  Woodworth  of 
Rensselaer,  Jeremiah  Van  Renraelaer  of  Albany,.  Jaeob 
▲ckeKof  Montgomery,  and  William,  Floyd,  of  Suflblic 

In  the  senate  the  federal  electoral  ticket  vaeeivedlsifenr 
ty^fonr  Totaa^  and  the  republican  eigMeen*  In  the  assem- 
bly the  republican  ticket  received  stxty^fonr  votea,  and  the 
federal  tlncty-nine.  On.  joint  ballot,  the  republicsin  candi* 
dates  for  electors  were  chosen  by  twenty-two  mcyori^* 
On  the  7th  November  a  resolution  was  ofieredL  ia  the 
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assenibly,  to  e!ect  a  couiicit  of  appointiHeiit  This  reso*' 
lution  was  opposed  by  the  federalists,  on  the  ground  thdKf 
die  conncil  then  in  existence  bad  not  been  in  office  for  » 
year  from  tlie  time  of  their  appotntuient.  The  sane  ques- 
tion, it  will  be  recollected,  arose  in  17iM.  The  only  dt^ 
ibrence  was,  the  parties  had  rerersed  their  perition.  The 
federalists  now  held  the  same  doctrine  and  urged  the 
dame  arguments  that  the  republicans  did  then;  and  the  re- 
pttMicans  now  adopted  the  arguments  of  the  federalnts  in 
1794.     Sucb  is  the  consistency  of  partizans  ! 

The  resohtion  was  adopted,  and  De  Witt  Clinton,  Am-' 
brose  Spencer,  Robert  Roseboom,and  John,  Sanders,  were 
elected  members*  ot  the  council  of  appointment  for  tihe 
ensurng- year.  AR  were  republicans  except  Mr.  Sanders. 
It  may  howerer,  be  proper  to  mention,  that  the  old  comn* 
ciT  continued  to  act,  notwithstanding  the  choice  of  the 
new,  until  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the  time  they 
were  chosen ;  for  I  find  them  in  session  on  the  S3d' 
January,  1801,  when  Solomon  Yan  Rensselaer  was  ap- 
pointed adjutant  genera!,  in  lieu  of  Col.  Van  Home,  whose 
ilfaiess  rendered  hitn  incapable  of  performing  the  duties* 
of  the  office.  And  here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that 
when  this  question  waff  agitated  m  1794,  the  assertion  by 
the  republicans,  that  the  old  council  would  have  a  right  to 
act  until  the  end  of  the  year,  was  treated  by  the  federa- 
fists  as  preposterous,  and  as  an  attempt  at  a  dangerous  and^ 
unconstitutionar  usurpation  of  power.  In  that  case  the 
old  council  did  not  insist  upon  their  right  to  continue  in 
office,  and  the  new  council  forthwith  proceeded  to  appdmt' 
a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  (Judge  Benson;)  this  ap- 
pointment being  in  truth  the  cause  of  the  collision  whitb 
then  occurred'. 

On  the  6th  November,  John  Armstrong  was,  by  almost 
an  unanimous  vote^  elected  to  the  senate  of  tfie  United' 
States,  in  place  of  John  Lawrence,  who  had  resigned. 
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Oen.  Armstrong  was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  Lir- 
ingston  family.  As  a  man  eminent  for  talents,  and  ispe- 
cially  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  political  writers  in 
America^  and  as  a  national  politician,  he  b  well  known} 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  either  at  that  or  any  other  timi 
he  was  apparently  very  active  in  the  management  of 
the  political  concerns  of  this  state.  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  causes  which,  at  this  period  of  high  political  ex- 
citement, procured  him  an  almost  unanimous  nomination^ 
from  the  senate  of  this  state,  which  we  have  seen  was  de- 
cidedly fedieral.  It  may  be  that  the  federalists  in  the  sen- 
ate, knowing  that  they  could  npt  succeed  in  the  choice  of 
one  of  their  political  friends,  in  consequence  of  the  repub- 
lican majority  in  joint  ballot,  yielded  to  the  appointment 
of  General  Armstrong  as  the  least  exceptionable  republi- 
can candidate  for  that  office.  Gen.  Armstrong  had  been 
a  federalist,  and  continued  such  till  about  the  year  1797 
or  1798. 

The  answers  of  the  two  houses  to  the  goTemor's  speech, 
were  respectful.  That  from  the  senate  was  a  mere  echo, 
but  the  answer  of  the  assembly  was  interlarded  with  innu- 
endoes of  a  party  character. 

The  legislature,  on  the  8th  It^ov.,  adjourned  to  the  last 
Tuesday  in  January. 

Before  the  members  separated,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  8th,  the  republicans  nominated  George  Clinton  to  be 
supported  at  the  next  gubernatorial  election,  and  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  of  citizens  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  was 
nominated  lieutenant  governor.  At  the  caucus  which 
nominated  Mr.  Clinton,  Henry  Rutgers  was  chairman,  and 
Smith  Thompson  was  secretary.         * 

On  the  same  day  the  federal  members  held  a  meeting 
and  addressed  Gov.  Jay,  highly  approving  of  his  official 
conduct,  and  requesting  him  to  stand  a  candidate  for  a  re- 
election.   By  a  written  answer  the  governor  thanxed 
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them  cordially  for  the  approbation  they  had  expressed  of 
his  conduct,  and  for  the  evidence  their  address  afforded  of 
continued  confidence,  but  positively  declined  being  again 
a  candidate,  declaring  that  he  had  years  before  determined 
that  at  this  period  of  his  life  he  would  retire  from  all  pub- 
lic employment.  He  afterwards  repeated  the  same  decla- 
rations to  a  meeting  of  New-York  freeholder8,{«€e  Uay.) 
His  communications  in  both  cases  were  affectionate  and 
patriotic,  and  in  accordance  with  the  purity  and  excellence 
of  his  private  and  public  character*  He  kept  his  resolu- 
tion most  firmly  and  religiously.  It  is  said  that  after  he 
went  into  retirement  he  would  not  even  read  the  political 
newspapers  of  the  day.  This  great  and  good  man  may 
have  occasionally  erred  in  judgment,  but  for  purity  of 
motive  and  character  no  man  ever  lived  who  exceeded 
him.  In  saying  that  he  may  have  erred  in  judgment,  I 
do  not  mean  that  he  was  not  a  man  of  great  powers  of 
mind  and  highly  capable  of  judging.  John  Jay  was  be- 
yond question  not  only  one  of  the  purest,  but  one  of  the 
ablest  of  the  revolutionary  statesmen  and  patriots.  neUD. 

The  federalists  afterwards  nominated  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  for  governor  and  James  Watson  for  lieutenant 
governor. 

On  the  11th  of  February  the  new  council  met  the  gov* 
emor  for  the  first  time,  and  the  war  between  them  and  the 
governor  was  forthwith  commenced.  Gov.  Jay  nominated 
Jesse  Thompson  for  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dutchess} 
which  nomination  was  non-concurred  in  by  a  majority  of 
the  council.  He  then  proceeded  to  nominate  seven  others 
for  the  same  office,  who  were  successively  rejected  by  the 
council.  He  made  some  other  nominations  which  were 
approved  by  the  council.  The  coundl  then  adjourned  to 
the  18th  of  the  same  month,  when  Robert  Williams,  after- 
wards celebrated  in  the  party  annals  of  the  state,  was  ap- 
pointed sheriff  of  Dutchess.     Williams  was  a  republican. 
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Ot^  the  Sttfii  the  council  agairt  mttj  vfhtn  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  to  appoint  a  sher^T  of  the  county  of 
StiMbsLxSty  and  allro  of  t&e  cotmtjr  of  Orange.  The  goyer- 
ner  ttcnnttated  Betgamin  J^kson  a»  aheriff  of  Orange, 
wit«  WM  negatired.  He  tihen:  ikottmafed  aeveral  otiier 
persons  with  l!he  same  result.  Mr.  Clinton  thereupon 
nomtnatetf  John  Wake,  jua.  The  governor,  mstead  of 
putting  the  qtiestion,  nominated  John  ITickolson.  On 
this  nominatiion  the  majority  of  the  cooncil  refused  to  vote. 
Tie  partiea  ware  in  this  preficament,  the  governor  insist- 
ing on  the  exclusrve  right  of  nomination,  and  the  council 
on  a  concurrent  right;  the  governor  refusing  to  put  the 
question  upon  any  nomination  made  by  a  member  of  the 
council',  and  the  council  refusing  to  vote  on  the  nomina- 
tions ma&  by  the  governor.  Upoii  these  issue*^  being 
formed,  HTr.  Jay  stated  to  ihe  council  that  he  desired  time 
for  cottSidevation  before  he  determined  on  the  course  which 
he  should  pursue;  and  thereupon  the  council  adjourned. 
Gtrr.  Jay  never  convened  them  again.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable tiiat  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  were  rather 
desirous  to  produce  a  breach,  and  so  great  a  breach  as  to 
prevent  the  ftiture  action  of  the  council  with  Gov.  Jay  as 
its  president.  While  he  occupied  that  station,  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  bestow  the  patronage  of  the  state  in 
all  respects  as  they  desired,  and  they  had  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  election  in  April  would  result  in  the 
choice  of  a  governor  who  accorded  with  them  in  political 
views.  On  the  26th  February,  Gov.  Jay  sent  a  message 
id  the  assembly  setting  forth  his  difficulties  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  council  and  the  causes  of  those  difficulties. 
He  reminded  them  that  in  his  first  speech  after  his  election 
he  had  besought  the  legislature  to  pass  an  act  declaratory 
of  the  powers  of  the  governor  while  acting  as  president 
of  the  council;  that  the  legislature  had  neglected  to  act 
upon  that  recommendiation;  that  in  the  absence  of  all  le- 
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gislative  direction  be  was  bound  to  act  according  to  bk 
oiwh  views  of  tbe  true  construction  of  the  twenty-third 
article  of  the  constitution ;  that  he  conscientiously  believ- 
ed that  tbe  constitution  vested  in  the  governor  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  nomination;  and  this  being  bis  sincere  and 
honest  opinion^  he  should  violate  his  oath  were  he  to  yield 
the  right  to  the  council.  He  was  not  surprised^  be  said) 
that  the  council  should  claim  a  concurrent  right  of  nomi- 
nation, because  that  claim  had  been  before  made,  and  be- 
cause intelligent  men  might  differ  as  to  the  propriety  ot 
that  claim;  but  he  con^plained  of  the  council  for  refusiJig 
to  vote  on  his  nominations.  This  course  of  conduct^  if 
carried  out,  might  result  in  establishing  a  claim  of  exclie 
inve  nomination  by  the  senators  who  were  members  of  tbe 
council.  He  concluded  by  asking  the  directions  of  the 
l^islature.  The  assembly,  however,  resolved  that  it  was 
a  constitutional  question  to  be  decided  not  by  them,  but  by 
tbe  governor  and  council.  The  governor  also  addressed 
the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  re> 
quested  their  opinion,  which  they  unanimously  declined 
giving,  on  the  ground,  that  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
by  them  was  not  within  the  scope  of  their  official  duiies, 
but  entirely  extrajudicial. 

On  the  17th  March,  Messrs.  Clinton,  Spencer  and 
Aoseboom  made  a  written  commimication  to  tbe  assembly 
in  which  they  give  their  version  of  the  transactions  of  the 
governor  and  the  council,  which  does  not  materially  differ 
from  that  given  by  Gov.  Jay«  They  say  they  have  only 
in  one  instance  claimed  the  right  of  nomination,  (the  case 
of  Mr,  Blake,)  but  they  insist  they  have  such  right,  and 
they  go  into  a  long  train  of  reasoning  to  support  that  po- 
sition. They  say  the  right  has  never  been  yielded  by  tbe 
council,  (although  it  will  be  remembered  Gov.  Clinton 
protested  against  it;)  on  the  contrary,  they  refer  to  its 
cxevdse  under  Gov.  Clinton  in  the  case  of  Judge  Benson. 
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This  commutcation  b  written  with  some  degree  of  asperity, 
and  alludes  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Jay  in  a 
spirit  of  decided  hostility. 

Upon  looking  back  to  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  in 
1796,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  some  surprise  and  regret  to 
find  Judge  Spencer,  not  satisfied  with  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  senate  that  the  previous  official  conduct  of 
Gov.  Jay  inspired  the  members  of  that  house  with  confi- 
dence that  his  administration  would  be  in  every  respect 
beneficial  to  their  constituents,  but  insisting  that  the  senate 
should  declare  that  Mr.  Jay's  whole  official  life  had  ^'  invar 
riably^^  afforded  evidence  of  integrity,  patriotism  and 
wisdom;  which,  in  effect,  amounted  to  a  solemn  affirma- 
tion that  under  all  circumstances  and  on  all  occasions  it 
had  been  precisely  what  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  inva- 
riably free  from  error;  thus  ascribing  to  him  a  perfec- 
tion incompatible  with  human  nature,  and  then  to  find, 
after  the  lapse  of  so  short  a  period  of  time,  the  name  of  the 
same  Judge  Spencer  subscribed  to  this  communication — a 
communication  which  contains  intrinsic  evidence  of  having 
been  partly,  if  not  wholly,  written  by  himself. 

Very  few  occurrences  of  much  interest  took  place  in 
either  house  of  the  legislature  during  the  remainder  of  this 
session.  On  the  6th  of  March,  Judge  Peck  reported  a 
bill  for  the  regulation  of  common  schools.  What  the 
particular  provisions  of  that  bill  were,  I  do  not  know,  for 
it  seems  it  was  not  passed  into  a  law.  A  bill  however^ 
was  passed  before  the  legislature  adjourned,  directing  th^ 
raising,  by  means  of  four  successive  lotteries,  of  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  of  which  were  to  be  paid  to  the  regents  of 
the  university,  to  be  by  them  distributed  among  the  acade- 
mies in  such  manner  as  they  should  deem  most  proper; 
and  the  residue,  eighty-seven  thousand  and  five  hundred 
dollars,  was  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  to  be  appropriated 
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far  the  encouragement  of  cmnmon  schools,  as  the  legisla* 
ture  should  thereafter  direct*  This  bill  probably  grew  out 
of  the  project  proposed  by  Judge  Peck.  It  is  due  to  this 
plain,  unlettered  feirmer  to  add,  that  he  was  intent  upon 
asking  some  permanent  provisions  for  these  institutions, 
and  that  he  formed  the  project  of  establishing  a  common 
school  Ibnd  in  pursuance  of  the  example  then  lately  fur- 
Dishedby  Connecticut,  the  state  from  whence  he  emigrated; 
that  he  never  lost  sight  of  it,  and  that  to  his  inde&tigable 
and  persevering  ^orts,  aided  by  Mr.  Adam  Comstock  of 
Saratc^,  another  uneducated  and  plain,  but  clear  sighted 
and  patriotic  man,we  are  principally  indebted  for  our  school 
fund  and  our  common  school  system.  What  military 
chieftain — what  mere  conqueror  by  brute  force,  has  con* 
ferred  so  deep,  so  enduring  an  obligation  upon  posterity  t 

On  the  6th  April  a  law  was  passed  entitled  ^^  An  Act 
reecimmending  a  Convention." 

One  great  defect  in  the  constitution  of  1777  was,  that 
it  did  not  contain  within  itself  any  provisions  for  its  alte^ 
wdon  or  amendment. 

According  to  that  constitution,  the  assembly  and  the 
senate,  especially  the  senate,  were  increasing  in  numbers 
to  a  degree  extremely  inconveiient.  Hence  the  gover- 
nor, in  his  speech,  invited  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  that  subject,  and  the  recent  dispute  between  the 
governor  and  council  about  the  right  of  nomination  to 
office  convinced  all  rteflecting  men  that  that  ^question 
should  be  definitively  settled.  Under  these  circumstances 
some  alteration  in  the  constitution  became  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. But  the  legislature  found  themselves  wholly 
unauthorised  to  pass  a  law  which  would  warrant  any  class 
of  men  to  alter  the  old  constitution,  or  make  a  new  one. 
However,  as  necessity  knows  no  law,  they  Tec(mmended 
to  the  people  to  choose  delegates  who  should  be  authorised 
solely  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  constitu- 


tion  whick  related  to  tbe  members  4»f  the  senate  ui4  laih 
lembly^  and  to  determine  tlie  true  eooilnictibR  of  ikt 
Jtventy-tkird  article  at  tbe  ^omAltttiaB.  The  aet  hUhm 
piH>Fided  dai  the  delegatiSa.skoiiU  lie  6q««l  ii 
from  the  fei^eoliTe  coiuilite lo  the  Mcmher8<if  die  i 
biy;  that  they  aheuU  bechaecn  in  thtf  monlh  of  Aiagmk 
then  next)  by  all  freemen  ♦vmr  IwentyHNie  yeam  of  a^p^ 
that  the  delegates  thna  elected  flhouU  meet  at  Alfaaay 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October;  that  tbe  detfttniaai 
tion  of  the  eonv^tion  reflt>tecting  the  matters  themn  ie^ 
for€  metUiinHd  sboald  be  entered  of  record  and  shooUl 
thereupon  be  coasidered  as  a  part  of  At  oonilitaban  af 
Ibis  state. 

It  €aa  aeafoely  be  necessary  to  add  Ihat  on  the  ITlh  df 
Febniary  Mr  Jefierson  wasy  by  the  states  in  eong»esa» 
elected  president  or  to  speak  of  the  manner  of  that  elao- 
tion.  The  history  of  that  fearful  contest,  which  firoas  dagt 
to.  day  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  goremment,  is  ^tell 
known.  The  news  of  the  result  was  received  by  tbe  re^ 
publicans  in  every  part  of  the  nation  with  acclamsliaMof 
joy,  but  perhaps,  nowhere  with  more  heartfelt  exvliation 
than  in  the  state  of  New-York.  On  the  4th  of  IMbroh^ 
meetings  were  held,  prooessi<ms  were  formediandaiatiMa 
were  delirered  in  almost  every  city  and  village  in  the 
stete*  The  republican  members  of  the  kgistature  and  the 
citiaens  of  Albany,  and  citisens  from  other  parts  of  th<^ 
stain,  joined  in  the  general  festivity.  A  splendid  dinner 
was  provided  and  toasts  were  drank.  I  allude  to  the  psd* 
ceadiaga  of  this  meeting  to  show  that  aft  that  time,  whaiv 
aver  views  individuals  may  have  entertuned  of  the  raoant 
conduct  of  CoK  Burr,  tbe  republican  party  generally  h«i 
oonfidenoe  in  him,  and  that  he  stood  high  in  their  eataeiii^ 
Tbe  Albany  Register,  then  the  organ  of  the  repdUtesM 
party  in  the  state,  m  reference  to  this  ceiebration,say<j  -n 
^  In  rejoicing  on  this  oocaaim  they,  [the  coaipany  J  dM 


not  (oxfgi^M^  itf^ortwiieueeieat  iif  .thefcrpuUiihiot  kitte 
cbpm  iG(:\hAif/irm  md^  irud  fiUpiot  AatoA  Bmrt  «•  tMt 

preiidnit  of  IbeUmled'Statei.''  : 

i.  ^AtDcdigitkejregulaelo&sUi  drnik^  tkfl  ilextoA^ihe  Umi 
M lff«  J^rsoli)  we»*«*-  ;<  -v.m{ 

.  ^.Osufo^BwTj  ¥ke-Pr€Mmt  ^4U  UtiMed  atai€§^ 
BiA  teiform  and  painotie  uetftima  in  Amr-.of  vefmUif 
madam  mlipied  onfy  by  liia  lade'disintelreatadificfirfseti'^  > 
^  iM^BeWilil  OKotm'iraa  ipveseat)  and  gaVe  Ae  Ulhxm 
ing  volunteer —  "  .  .     7 

«  <<  Ottr  repnlMtxffi brjeikm  qf4ihe  fou^A-^May weiJinhys 
ker  wiKed  inlitb.  ihem  in  the<elemluni  <o{  pBtiidti  wti  ikf 
]prottotu»  of  good  f;rindpileA.''  .    m-  , 

!  Geiild  «aj  one  imagmertlpti  that  bifkf  ^natera  o£.atriil 
iiare/«iMOon  to aiiioeed  ikecopions dtafta fioa  &8. flona^ 
vt^homli ^jrifick then  cii^nlatad  vitk  aadtai^ttreiit  conU 

IdbWi     ••  .  •.......-,..  .     .     ..       ,,, 

^  The  eledtifmaeriag  toai^ndgn  betiraeA  G0V4  Claatonaairi 
Qeau  Van  Renaselaer  .wbb  opened  and  pfoaecntcd  wtii 
gnttb^ajjiifl and  vigor i  .  It^  givea:  me  pleaanre  on  tins  ditttirt 
•Mi'lonQlida  one  ciscttiftataiioe  highly  honorable.  4o  Ife* 
¥«D  Benflsdwr^ but  whiok^  iadaad^iaw perfect  hntpia^ 
wdi'thediAraGter  and  conduct  cif  tii^l  goM ntatf  >.' // 
iti  Ithady  it  aeeiD%  baea^pTcn  o«^  probaibly  bj;  aome^ 
)a»dvar.flta}oaa  frienrisyiihati  llbDae.  of  hta.  lenaatry  wha 
Hfike^m  airfeata>  in:  ibe  payfeMat  of  tbdx  itaty  (and  4hiMa 
tmrepraboIdyithauflBinda wJip  weitt so^)  if  tbejr  t^fiiaedt^ 
Y»tolbriihimwonld.bepi)oasC)uliedlbr.thoaeatfiean4  UfMm 
tUaireport  oomitig  to  the.  eara  of  the  patrooA  he^  Siatkn 
witfi  fnUkhedy.in  all  tiki  ptipen  printed  in  Albany  md 
^aittadaiBr  ^onntjea^thtl!  Ibe  repoal  v^aa  wboUy.nnlnM 
■ei  ammtA  hisrtenanla  that  he  wished  them  ^  vote  aa  iu ' 
their  jndgmaai  Jdittr  duty  to'  theoc6nntry.m|Qared|  aaid 
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After  Bttoh  a  noble  and  magnanimous  declaration,  I  aai 
not  at  all  snrprieed  that  in  the  county  of  Albany  the  pa«^ 
troon  received  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
mtes,  while  Got.  Clinton  received  but  seven  huiMbad  and 
fifty-five.  This  vote  was  equally  honotalde  to  diose  wh# 
gave  as  to  him  who  received  .it.  The  gttieral  result  of 
the  election  bowerer,  in  die  state,  was  in  firvor  of  the  t^ 
pubKoan  partj.  Gov.  Clmton  was  ohosen  by  more  than 
fear  thousand  majority,  an^  a  majority  of  repubKcans 
were  elected  members  of  the  assembly. 

We  have  thus  aeen  a  gre9i  piurty,  which  had  for  twelve 
years  been  in  dieascendanoy  in  the  nation,  and  thegreatet 
part  of  that  time  had  controlled  the  political  destimcs  of 
llie  state  «f  New^York ;  a  party  which  claimed  fnr  its 
head  and  leader  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  men  who  ever 
cnsted  in  any  age  or  country — 'the  inmiortaJ  Washingtoi; 
a  party  which  entaiifted  in  its  ranks  a  majority  of  the  emi-> 
nent  sages  and  patriots  of  the  revolution,  and  an  host  of 
flMn  possessing  talents  of  the  highest  order,  and  justly  dis* 
Anguished  for  their  public  and  private  virtue,  prostrated  by 
the  fiat  of  the  people  of  this  state  and  of  the  United  Stlte^ 
expressed  through  the  polls  of  election.  I  should  assuaae 
teo  much,  were  I  to  attempt  to  speculate  em  die  causes 
which  prodnced  this  great  civil  revolution.  I  may,  how^ 
evar,  be  permitted  to  mention  one  leading  error ,^  which  in 
my  opiilion,  was  embraced  by  the  prominent  federahatn, 
«od  whteh  gradually  extaided  itself  among  thftir  rarim* 
They  did  |iot  proporly  appreeiate  the  kiielligenoe  an4 
good  sense  of  Hie  mass  of  the  community,  l^ey  oott«- 
iidersd  them  as  incapable  of  judging  what  was  for  thesr 
htfBt  good.  It  b  said  Gen^^  Hamilton,  in  addressing  a 
mass  meeting  in  New* York,  told  the  people  that  ttcy 
'tiiesoAehres  were  their  own  worst  enanies»  It  was  net 
discreet  to  make  such  a  declaration  had  it  been  true;  biit^ 
in  my  jit4ginent,  it  is  not  true,    i^lthough  tfaesetaremaay 
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among  us  who  are  incapable  of  judging  of  the  merits  of 
great  political  measures^  yet  in  every  community^  in  every 
neighborhood^  and  I  may  add^  among  every  twelve  men, 
promiscuously  gathered,  in  the  most  benighted  comers  of 
the  state,  you  will  find  some  men  of  good  sound  common 
sense,  very  capable  of  weighing  and  deciding  upon  ques- 
tions upon  which  they  are  required  to  decide  and  act.  It 
was  this  unjust  estimate  of  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
tile  mass  of  the  people,  which  induced  the  federalists  to 
sigh  for  a  more  energetic  government,  and  which  carried 
tiiem  into  a  course  of  reasoning  and  action  which  resulted 
in  the  utter  overthrow  of  that  great,  talented  and  powerfiil 
party. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

FEOM  MAT  I,  1601,  TO  MiY  1,  180S. 

In  the  southern  district  £.  L'Hommedieu  was  this  year 
re-elected  to  the  senate;  from  the  middle  James  G.  Gra- 
ham.  Jacobus  S.  Bruya  and  Peter  A.  Yaa  Bergen;  from 
the  eastern  John  Tayler^  Christopher  Hutton,  Abraham 
Van  Yechten^  Ebenezer  Clark  and  James  Van  Schoonho- 
¥en|  the  two  first  named  being  republicans  and  the  three 
last  federalists,  and  from  the  western  district  Lemuel  Chip- 
man,  John  Myers  and  Isaac  Foote,  all  federalists,  were 
elected.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  there  were  six  republicans 
and  six  federalists  elected.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in 
April,  1800^  there  was  a  democratic  majority  in  the  west- 
em  district.  As  the  democratic  party  from  April,  1800, 
to  1801,  was  generally  on  the  gain,  it  is  probable  the  suc- 
cess of  the  federal  party  in  the  western  district  was  owing 
to  some  local  causes  with  which  we  are  at  present  unac- 
quainted. Perhaps  the  republican  candidates,  or  some  of 
them,  were  personally  unpopular.  In  the  assembly  a 
large  majority  of  republicans  were  elected. 

On  the  last  Tuesday  in  August,  and  the  two  succeeding 
days,  the  members  for  a  convention  to  amend  the  cpnsti- 
tion  were  chosen,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  in  April 
preceding,  of  which  I  have  already  spoken.  The  election 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  a  great  majority  of  republicans. 
Indeed,  from  the  tone  of  the  political  press  of  that  day,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  federalists,  as  a  party,  made  any 
considerable  efforts. 

John  V.  Henry,  a  principal  and  leading  federalist,  was 
elected  from  Albany  county.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  cho- 
sen by  the  electors  of  the  county  of  Kings;  Aaron  Burr, 
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though  he,  as  well  as  Mr.  Clinton,  resided  in  New-York^ 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  convention  from  the  county 
of  Orange;  William  P.  Van  Ness,  of  whom  we  have  pre- 
viously spoken  ds  the  confidential  friend  of  Col.  Bunr| 
was  elected  from  New- York,  and  Smith  Thompson,  at 
present  an  associate  judge  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  was  elected  from  the  county  of  Dutchess.  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  who  afterwards  made  so  distinguished  a 
^ure  in  the  political  controversies  of  the  state,  made  his 
first  appearance  in  public  life  as  a  member  of  this  conven 
tion  from  the  city  of  New- York. 

T^e  convention  met  on  the  13th  of  October  at  Albanyi 
and  organized  by  unanimously  electing  Col.  Burr  presi* 
dent. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  convention  was  re- 
stricted to  the  determination  of  two  questions  only.  The 
first  was,  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  number  of  senators  and 
members  of  assembly,  and  the  other  question  which  they 
were  authorised  to  decide  was  that  relating  to  ^^  the  true 
construction  of  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  consti- 
tution.'' They  soon  agreed  as  to  the  limitation  of  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture. De  Witt  Clinton  proposed  the  plan  which  was 
adopted.  In  feet  there  seems  not  to  have  been  mueh 
difficulty  in  settling  the  question  of  the  right  of  nomina- 
tion to  oflice  by  the  members  of  the  appointing  power ; 
for  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  clause  on  that  subject, 
there  were  but  fourteen  members  who  voted  in  the  nega- 
live.  This  unanimity  seems  to  me  somewhat  extraordinary; 
Had  the  question  been  an  oiiginal  one,  that  is,  whether  it 
was  most  discreet  and  wise  that  the  members  of  the  coun- 
dl  of  appointment  should  possess  a  concurrent  right  with 
the  governor  to  nominate  all  officers,  or  whether  the  right 
of  nomination  should  be  exclusively  vested  in  the  gover- 
MMTi  there  would  not  be  much  cause  of  surprise  that  party 
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maiyttltbough  engaged  ia  amending  or  making  a  con^tt 
tioBi  sboiUd  have  luiaaimously  supported  the  doctrines  oi 
thdjr  party.  But  tbe  power  of  decidii^  upon  the  eKoedt* 
ency  or  projHriely  of  ezclunve  or  cxmcvrrent  noauBatioa 
was  not|  by  the  act  to  which  the  convention  owed  their 
existence)  committed  to  them.  They  were  merely  authe- 
rised  to  declare  '^  the  true  conaraotion  of  the  twenty-third 
article  of  the  constituiioni''  but  not  to  alter  the  terms  of  that 
articlci  or  abolish  and  make  a  new  one  in  lieu  of  it.  Hie 
act  recommending  a  convention)  under  which  they  had 
been  elected  and  were  then  sitting^  vested  them  with  judi- 
cial powers  only.  They  were  merely  authorized  to 
ejpound  and  declare  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
cimvention  of  1777,  when  they  adopted  the  twenty-third 
article.  Perhaps  the  true  cause  of  the  apparent  unanimity 
of  <^inion  on  this  occasion,  was^  that  both  the  federal  alMl 
rq>ublican  parties  had  in  dieir  conflicts  with  each  other| 
committed  themselves  in  favor  of  the  construction  that  the 
members  of  the  council  possessed  a  concturrent  right  ot 
nomination  with  the  governor — ^the  federalists  in  1794^ 
when  Judge  Benson  was  appointed,  and  the  republicans 
in  the  winter  of  1801. 

From  the  meagre  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con** 
ventionit  appears  that  Mr.  John  Y.  Henry  was  the  only 
man  who  made  an  argument  in  fiivor  of  the  exclusive  right 
of  the  governor  to  nominate.  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  Ukik 
the  other  side  of  the  question  and  voted  with  the  majority^ 
lived  long  enough  to  have  reason  from  his  own  ejqperience 
bitterly  to  deplore  that  the  convention  had  not  adopted 
the  construction  given  to  the  article  by  his  venerable  uncloi 
George  Clinton,  and  by  the  learned,  judicious  and  consd^ 
cfttious  John  Jay.  Here  then,  is  another  proof  that  legis- 
lator8,and  especially  constitution-makersy  in  passing  gene* 
ral  laws  and  establishing  general  rules^  should  never  act 
(•om  party  considefatiouk    William  P.  Van  Ness  waa 
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ivr^tlte  fb«Ef«eMiAo  toted  agiiAi^ 
the  eoostitution,  and  Dtmel  D«  Tbttipkiis  md  4m0tm% 
thfitoMfytinmiSf  ywtii  «ft«rwat>di,  in.  tite  QOftt«filtott  of 
IB91)  €h^v.  ^Totofkifis  vdittt«ii  to  hte  iM^iiot  on  tUi 
I  "wMi  tfBtf  s«lMiiciibA  oiid^  jnit  iMiNs  (rf  tHmn]^ 
[Jlein^e^  m  rfo  CommtiMjp.  116,]  <<  The  om» 
^tttdito  of  1801  iNM  a6Mi]ibl«d  to  ^mtctiott  a  irioltittt 
iMMstfaothm  of  ^  coiMititiitio&.  Tbttii)  lbs  maaaak  wMy 
to  ikip  tte  gotomof  of  as  mtidi  po w^  as  pOMilila.  ihiifi, 
fgrnHemm  mst  lor  pving  Urn  Aiore  powerv  In  tint  ctm- 
voiitioii  of  18&1  Wntaa  opposed  to  TBttenMskg  the  powir 
of  the  executive.  To  him  it  was  a  proud  triuniph,  that«l 
the  age  of  twentj-^x,  he  stood  alone  against  the  thin 
domiiint  party;  and  he  believed  that  there  wefemi^nben 
who  wooM  now  he  proud  if  it  could  be  said  that  Hbey  had 
Isicen  Ae  snoie  gronml." 

€tor.  Ton^kinswas  mistaken  in  Sbjring  that  he  wastho 
onl]^  repmhticna  who  todc  tiua  oouive^  William  P.  Vett 
Ness  wns  with  htan^noirenmstance  which  he  had  no  doidbt 
lavgotten*  CNight  not  thk  inmdent  in  the  life  of  Tomp 
Una  to  admonish  yirang  politioisM  to-aftlaooording  to^the 
dictates  of  thdr  own  consciences,  without  tegard  to  Ae 
popnkr  hreeste  whiidi  «t  the  monen*  may  faagipen  to  igi- 
Mn  the  political  atmosphere  f 

79ie  reader  >wiU  recoUeot  that  the  raptore  betwoen  Gbn 
Jay  and  hia  ooundl  took  place  on  the  Mlh  of  Febntafyi^ 
1801)  and  that)  although  he  conthnied  in  office  nMil  Jnl^ 
ftUowii^,  he  never  again  called  ijfae  oonnoil  togethea^ 
Be  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  oouacil^  consiBting  <tf 
De  Witt  ClinloK,  Ambrose  Spencer^  John  Seaidem  and 
Bobert  Rooeboom,  continned  in  effioe  till  the  winter  of 
laOS.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1801,  Gov.  Clinton  invited 
a  meeting  of  the  council. 

Tbe  prooeec&igs  of  Ais  council  after  Mr.  Clinton  waa 
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M«ri»l'tttle  9lfie^  varey»t  the  tine^  ikt  iubjetstof  i 
lwnptent.ii»d»eteffiiatiiinadver8ion, 
>•.  It  bw  ofleii  been  remarked  by  ckizens  and  politiciaiift 
Afi  our  4u«tgr«tote%  that  tlie  action  of  political  parties  in 
lyke  alate  of  JNieiw-York  was  to  them  unacoooatable  and 
oiystarious.  ..Xhey  saw  men  elevated  to  distinguiahad 
stations  maay  times,  without  any  apparent  cause  of  soeh 
/sktvalkm^tthey  saw  others  assailed  and  denouBced|  and 
jfcherjTwitnoksed  the  total  prostration  of  men  high  in  offioe^ 
and  proscribed  even  by  the  party  professing  to  support 
tha  same  iBMSures  and  holding  the  same  political  princi- 
files,  a^  those  who  were  thus  cast  out  of  the  political 
■hsroh^. without  even  an  attempt  to  charge  the  proscribed 
adfaridflisds  with  either  a  want  of  talent,  of  offidal  miscoa* 
Ite^  of  immi»ality,  or  of  heresy  in  their  political  princi^ 
pies.  Hence,  hundreds  of  strangers  hare  said  to  me  that 
Hit  politics  of  New-York  were  to  them  a  perfect  enigma. 
XbB  cause  of  this  mysterious  development  of  the  action  of 
parties  will,  I  think,  be  in  a  great  measure  found  in  the 
aaanner  in  which  the  appointing  power  executed  its  fune^ 
tions,  after  the  alteration  of  the  constitution  by  the  oon* 
vantion  of  1801« 

In  Vermont,  and  in  several  other  of  the  United  StateS| 
nearly  all  the  appointments  are  made  by  the  most  nume- 
rous branch  of  the  legisIatiMre,  and  in  other  states  theyare 
made  by  the  governor  and  senate.  In  cases  where  sO 
aikany  men  are  required  to  pass  upon  the  fitness  of  an 
appointment,  it  is  difficult,  and  generally  speaking,  impos* 
s9»le  to  distribute  the  state  patronage  fi»r  the  purpose  of 
advancing  the  interest  or  influence  of  any  individual,  or 
any  particular  clique  of  individuals.  Some  oi  the  many 
persons  who  hold  the  appointing  power,  will  discov^  the 
object  of  the  prime  movers  and  expose  and  denounce  them. 
Exposure  forthwith  puts  an  end  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  individual  ambitious  projects,  whose  success  depends 
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on  ike  bestowHient  of  state  patronage.  In  states  whera 
the  governor  possesses  the  sole  power  of  nofl&inatmg  ift 
i^pointing  to  ofSce,  he,  feeling  his  responsibility  tO|  and 
his  dependence  apon  the  whole  people,  dare  not,  in  gene- 
ral, prostitute  his  power  to  the  promotion  of  individual 
interests  and  views.  These  checks  could  not  be  brought 
effectually  to  bear  on  the  members  of  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment. They  were  commonly  men  who,  like  Mr.  Clinton 
and  Mr.  Spencer,  were  about  to  retire  from  the  legislature 
a»d  who  cherished  high  and  ambitious  projects;  or,  like  Mr« 
Robert  Roseboom,  honest  and  unpretending,  but  i|^o  were 
suddenly  raised  from  a  mediocrity  of  standing  in  life,  and 
m  the  legislature,  to  the  possession  of  great  power.  This 
last  sort  of  men,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  were  foUowed| 
caressed  and  flattered;  but,  on  the  expiration  of  that  year, 
when  they  ceased  to  be  members  of  the  council,  they  in- 
itantly  fell  back  to  the  position  in  society  and  in  the 
public  eye,  which  they  formerly  occupied.  They  remind 
one  of  the  transitions  produced  by  the  power  of  magic,  as 
detailed  by  the  author  of  the  Arabian  Night's  tales.  Like 
the  player  who,  while  clothed  with  royal  habiliments  and 
enacting  Julius  Gesar  or  Richard  the  Third,  excites  your 
admiration  and  perhaps  your  veneration  and  awe,  yet,  the 
moment  the  curtain  drops,  he  is  transformed  to  a  street 
stroller,  about  whom,  individually,  you  think  little  and 
care  less.  It  is  evident  that  neither  of  these  classes  of 
men,  while  members  of  the  council  of  appointment,  could 
feel  that  high  sense  of  responsibiKty  to  the  pec^le  which 
the  genius  of  our  government  demands  from  officers  pos- 
sessing such  important  delegated  powers.  Besides,  it  was 
often  difficult  to  ascertain  who  ought  to  be  charged  with 
the  sin  of  an  improper  appointment.  The  ayes  and  noct 
are  not  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  council  unless  ex 
preisly  directed  by  the  dissenting  councillors.  An  incom 
petent  and  dishonest  man  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the 


p«aee  lA  your  fleighborhood.  A.  B*  C.  aad  D.  ue  meflH 
hen  of  tibtt  eomMilk^  Chaige  ▲.  widi  ibe  impoper  art^ 
Ukd  ten  to  Me  lie  would  tell  yo%  ^^  I  ted  Aoiliii^  to  do 
with  it)''  4iid  thot  be  cMier  roled  agaiMt  it  or  had  no  w 
eollectioa  of  tlie  tffMUttcttoiK;  md  thoeaaib  angwer  nigkl 
be  giveii  i^  B,  P.  and  IX 

From  thfi  liasty  tt^iw  of  liio  ootecU  cf!  appointtfMtti 
oae  cattnot  fail  of  ptercemng  that  it  eons^tuted  a  brtoioh 
of  the  goyemnieBt  wfaioh  would  be  Ufcely  to  be  wielded 
for  the  imoiediate  benefit  of  ^  coancillMs  tbemsel'tea^  ot 
that  ita  taembers  Were  extremely  liable  to  beeone  the  tooll 
of  artftii  and  desiring  meE^  either  in  or  out  of  ttio  le|^ida* 
tare. 

Mr.  Clintoa  mid  Mr«  Spenoer  were  both  young  mett) 
and  after  the  latter*  abandoned  the  Sedenil  pnHy^  thqr  be^ 
CMoe  eordM  and  confid^tial  firiends.  Mr.  Climton  waa 
than  but  thirty-two  yean  old*  Both  were  ambitions  ani 
highly  talented.  Mr.  Spencer  was  already  distkigniahed 
as  a  lawyer,  and  Mr.  Clinton^  from  his  near  reiationsh^ 
with  the  goTeifinori  the  taiaits  he  had  i&played  as  a  writer 
and  his  energy  as  a  politician  aad  Ic^jislatory  was  viewed 
by  all  as  a  person  who  mighft  reasoaabl^r  entertain  high 
expectations  in  ^vbH^  life.  ISiese  gentWoien  were  under^ 
stood  as  actings  md  no  doubt  did  act^  in  perfect  oonoert 
as  members  of  the  pr^ient  council;  but  a  geneiisl  impres- 
Mon  prevailed  that  Mr»  Clinton  was  the  leader  of  the  two^ 
and  of  cQutpe  the  master  spirit  which  controlled  the  cou»* 
cil ;  Mr.  Rosd>oom  on  all  important  questionS|  following 
the  lead  of  the  other  two  republican  members^  Mr.  Clin* 
ton|On  his  arrival  in  Albany ,  previous  to  die  first  meeting 
of  the  council  after  Gov.  Clinton  was  seated  in  the  guber- 
natorial chairi  caused  it  to  be  publicly  made  known  that 
in  his  judgment  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments  of 
the  state  ought  to  be  composed  of  men  who  accorded  with 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  state  in  their  political 
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TieFWs;  and  that  the  minox  offices  oqght  to  be  equally  Aut 
tributed  between  each  party  according  to  their  respectiye 
numbers.  His  viewsi  as  re^esented  by  the  Albany  Re^ 
^ter^  on  the  subject  of  ai^ointments,  were  substantially 
t^  «ame  as  those  ezjnressed  by  Mrv  Jefferson  in  his  oele- 
brated  letter  to  the  New-Haven  merchants)  in  answer  to 
their  remonstrance  against  the  removal  of  the  collector  of 
that  port  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bishop.  Even  this 
Une  of  conduct^  moderate  as  h  may  now  seem,  was  carry- 
ing the  exercise  and  influence  of  the  appointing  power 
much  farther  than  had  been  done  by  any  preceding  admi- 
mstration.  Gov.  Clinton^  during  the  eighteen  years  he 
had  administered  the  govemmenti  never  in  a  single  in- 
stance had  consented  to  the  removal  of  an  officer  on 
account  of  his  political  opinions  and  without  proof  of 
incompetence  or  misconduct;  and  even  then  not  without 
notice  having  been  given  to  the  incumbent,  and  opportu* 
nity  afforded  him  to  make  his  defence  before  the  council. 
Gov.  Jay  professed  to  adhere,  and  I  presume  did  himself 
adhere,  to  the  same  rule  of  action,  although  there  were, 
as  we  have  seen,  one  or  two  reniovals  from  small  offices 
without  notice  to  the  incumbents,  and  without  any  cause 
appearing  on  the  journals  of  the  council.  But  these 
removals,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  were  made  by  the  members 
of  the  council  against  the  w^es  of  Mr.  Jay.  It  strikes 
me,  however,  that  there  is  no  just  cause  to  complain  of  the 
rule  of  action  which  Mr.  Clinton  declared  would  govern 
his  conduct  as  a  councillor.  The  public  interest  certainly 
lequires  that  the  heads  of  the  executive  department  should 
entertain  the  same  views,  on  all  great  political  questions^ 
m  the  chief  executive,  otherwise  jealousies  will  grow  up 
and  obstructions  will  be  likely  to  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  the  action  of  one  department  by  the  ocher,  and  the 
governmental  machine^  instead  of  each  part  moving  in 
unison  with  all   the  other  parts,  will   be  checked  and : 
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dogged  in  its  operation;  and  as  respiectji  the  inferior  offi- 
ces surely  no  party  in  the  minority  ought  to  complain  If 
they  have  a  proportion  of  the  offices  and  emoluments 
equal  to  their  numbers  when  compared  with  the  party  in 
the  majority.  But  when  the  public  once  learned  that 
office  and  its  emoluments  were  to  be  conferred  on  account 
of  the  political  opinion  held  by  the  candidate,  both  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Mr.  Clinton  soon  must  hare  been  convinced 
that  the  importunity  of  political  friends  could  not  be  re- 
sisted, and  accordingly  they  themselves  were  the  first  to 
violate  their  own  rules. 

When  the  political  control  of  the  state  was  transferred 
from  the  federal  to  the  republican  party,  by  the  elections 
of  April  1800  and  1801,  the  republican  party  in  New-York 
may  be  said  to  have  had  three  leaders.  These  were  the 
Clintons,  the  Livingstons,  and  Aaron  Burr.  By  far  the 
greatest  number  of  people  belonged  to  that  portion  of  the 
republican  party  who  were  attached  to  Gov.  Clinton;  the 
Livingstons,  as  a  family,  were  numerous,  more  wealthy, 
and  hence  the  most  powerful;  and  Col.  Burr  possessed  a 
small  number  of  friends  and  admirers,  most  of  whom 
resided  in  the  city  of  New-York,  but  he  had  a  few  follow- 
ers in  almost  every  county  in  the  state.  He  had  no 
famiily  connexions,  nor  were  his  supporters,  generally 
speaking,  men  of  wealth.  He  himself  seems  always  to 
have  been  insolvent,  although  he  received  and  expended 
a  great  amount  of  money.  But  his  friends,  though  few 
in  number,  were  extremely  devoted  to  their  chief,  and 
most  of  them  were  men  of  considerable  political  tact  and 
uncommonly  active.  Before  the  council,  of  which  we 
are  now  speaking,  commenced  their  operations,  Burr  had^ 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  animadversions  and 
suspicions  of  the  republican  party  by  his  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pending  presidential  election,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that,  notwithstanding  the  senti* 
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menu  expressed  at  tbe  Albany  festival  in  the  winter  of 
1801,  held  in  commemoration  of  the  democratic  triumph 
in  the  election  of  Jefferson  and  Burr,  on  which  occasion 
Mr.  Burr  was  toasted  as  a  person  whose  ^^  uniform  and 
patriotic  exertions  in  the  cause  of  republicanism  were 
eclipsed  only  by  his  late  disinterested  eandudj^  (referring 
undoubtedly  to  his  conduct  during  the  presidential  can- 
TasS|)  before  that  council  made  a  single  appointmentj  it 
was  determined  by  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons  that 
Burr  and  his  immediate  partizans  should  no  longer  be 
considered  as  members  of  the  republican  party.  The 
great  offices  of  state  were  therefore  to  be  divided  between 
the  Clintons  and  the  Livingstons,  and  their  immediate 
friends. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  council  on  the  8th  of  August, 
John  Blake  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Orange  county,  and 
Peter  Yrooman  sheriff  of  Schoharie.  These  gentlemen 
Gov.  Jay  had,  on  the  24th  February,  refused  to  nominate, 
and  that  refus^  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  breach 
between  him  and  the  council.  Sylvanus  Miller  was 
appointed  surrogate  of  New- York.  He  was  the  ardent 
friend  of  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  continued,  through  all 
the  changes  of  fortune  which  were  then  in  reserve  for  his 
patron,  his  unwavering  supporter.  Mr.  Miller  at,  or 
shortly  before  his  appointment,  was  a  resident  of  the 
county  of  Ulster;  and  the  New- York  people  complained 
of  the  council  for  importing  a  surrogate  from  the  coimtry 
for  that  city.  But  the  good  nature  and  prepossessing 
deportment  of  Mr.  Miller  soon  dissipated  those  complaints. 
Possessed  of  a  great  fund  of  anecdote,  fine  conversational 
powers  and  ready  wit,  which  was  dealt  out  in  such  a 
manner  as  never  to  wound  the  feelings  of  others,  and  of  a 
disposition  the  most  social,  he  soon  became  what  he  now 
is,  though  far  advanced  in  life,  the  favorite  of  all  who 
knew  him.    He,  for  many  years,  held  the  office  of  sui  lo- 
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gate,  which  in  the  great  city  of  New- York  is  an  highly 
Important  office;  and  I  have  never  heard  him  charged 
with  official  misconduct.  Edward  Livingston,  flien  a 
dintingoiahed  member  of  congress,  was  created  mayor  of 
New- York.  Maj.  Daniel  Hale  was  removed  from  tiia 
office  of  secretary  of  state,  and  Doct.  Thomas  Tillotsoo 
was  i^pointed  in  his  place.  This  gentleman  was,  by 
marriage,  connected  with  the  Livingston  family.  I  be> 
lieve  he  was  the  brother-in-law  of  the  chancellor,  Johp 
V.  Henry  was  removed  from  the  office  of  comptroller,  and 
Elisha  Jenldns  was  appointed  his  successor.  Mr.  Jen- 
kins was  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  Htidson.  His  i^ 
pointment  to  this  office  was  undoubtedly  produced  by  Mr. 
Spencer.  Mr.  J.  abandoned  the  federal  party  in  company 
with  Mr.  Spender,  and  has  ever  since  steadily  adhered  to 
his  political  fortunes.  From  the  principles  upon  which 
the  council  assumed  to  act,  as  declared  by  Mr.  Clinton^ 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Henry  followed  as  a  matter  of  course; 
but  it  is  nevertheless  to  be  regretted  that  a  man  of  such 
pure  integrity,  high  principles  of  honor  and  distinguished 
talents,  could  not  have  been  retained  in  the  service  of  the 
state.  It  is  not  derogatory  to  Mr.  Jenkins  tp  say,  he  was 
fyiT  inferior  to  the  person  who  was  removed  in  order  to 
make  a  place  for  him. 

Mr.  Henry  was  so  deeply  disgusted  at  the  transaction^ 
that,  at  the  moment  of  his  removal,  he  resolved  never 
again  to  accept  of  any  office,  but  devote  himself  entirely 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession.  That  resolution  he 
religiously  kept  to  the  end  of  his  life.  By  his  industry 
and  talent  he  established  a  professional  reputation,  in  my 
judgment,  infinitely  more  valuable  than  any  merely  politi- 
cal, or  rather  partizan,  reputation  which  has  been  achieved 
in  this  state.  The  council,  probably  in  order  further  to 
afford  a  demonstration  of  what  their  future  course  woaI4 
be,  removed  Thomas  Mumfotd  from  the  paltry  office  of 


IMI;,]  'or  iiEW-You.  i% 


er  itt  diRneeojr  and  Jokn  Sichardsoii  ftoa  the  ofltoe 
$f  j«dge  of  the  oaait  of  cohubemhi  pleas  for  the  coiiBty  of 
CuTUga.  As  dieae  reosorpla  were  wholiy  withoat  any 
«iier  oauae  iktm  that  the  nieuiiibeata  entertained  polMoal 
opinions  diflfeicnt  irom^  the  majority  of  the  oonncily  Oot. 
CUtttoB  eanaed  his  protest  against  them  to  be  entered  on 
fte  jottcnala  of  tlM  oomei}.  In  ottier  eases  of  remevalt 
Ike  gonenior  .lefused  to  sign  tlie  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  ooonoil.  Thus  it  i^pears  that,  akhoi^  Oo^* 
Clitttoo  hatfi  been  die  great  object  of  attadk  of  the  federtt* 
UsIB)  ^  target  to  whioh  their  most  envenomed  arrows 
had,  for  years  gone  by  been  directed,  so  firmly  had  the 
inwciplea  of  the  right  and  duty  of  every  freeman  to  form 
imd  Sfspress  bis  own  opinions  of  pnblic  men  mid  measares 
beeome  fined  in  his  nmd  during  the  rerolvCionary  struggle^ 
that  this  tenerabie  patriot  could  not  faring  his  eonseienci^ 
to  eonsent  that  any  of  his  feI!ow-cttizen»  through  Usngen«> 
9ff  er  .0ftn  by  Ins  tack  acquiescence,  should  be  subjected 
to  any  loss  on  account  ^  the  frank,  open  and  independent 
ssemifle  of  utoh  rigi^ 

▲t  the  next  meeting  of  the  council,  which  was  on  the 
llfth  of  Angiut,  Oadwallader  D.  Colden,  a  man  highly 
esleemed  for  his  talents  amd  private  virtues,  and  a  descra* 
dnat  from  the  colonial  lieutenant  governor  of  that  name, 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  district  attoniey,  and 
Richard  Riker  appointed  in  his  place;  Robert  Benson 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  city  of  New- 
Tork,  imd  Teunis  Wortman,  a  young  man  of  talents,  but 
of  irr^ular  habits,  was  appointed  his  successor;  Richmrd 
Banison,  a  celebrated  and  leanied  lawyer,  was  removed 
from  the  office  <rf  recorder,  and  John  B.  Prevost  appmnt^ 
ed;  Johp  McKiason  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuity 
w4  William  Coleman  was  removed  to  make  place  for 
Um«  Wr«  Coleman  was  then  a  young  man,  (a  native  of 
Uassachjisetts,,)  of  very  respectable  attaimnents  as  a  soho^ 
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kr  and  considerable  talents  as  a  political  writer.  Aftor 
bis  remoYal  Mr.  Coleman  established)  under  the  patronage 
of  Oen.  Hamilton,  the  newspaper  called  the  Eyening  Posl^ 
of  which  he,  (Mr.  C.,)  continued  the  sole  editinr  until  his 
death.  The  Evening  Post  was  considered  the  orgioi  of 
Gen.  Hamilton's  political  views^  and  I  presume  generallif 
promulgated  his  sentiments.  On  the  same  day  Ck>nrad  E. 
Elmendorf  and  Thomas  R.  Gold,  the  lattor  gentleman 
being  a  senator  from  the  western  district  and  an  eminent 
lawyer,  were  removed  from  the  office  of  district  attorney, 
and  Smith  Thompson  aud  Nathan  Williams  were  appoint* 
ed  in  their  places. 

During  the  succeeding  sessions  of  this  council  various 
removals  were  made  of  clerks  of  counties,  sherifib  and 
other  county  officers.  Among  other  county  clerks  who 
were  removed,  Ebeneier  Foote  of  the  county  of  Delaware, 
was  removed  from  the  clerkship  of  that  county.  Mr. 
Foote  was  a  federalist  of  considerable  standing  and  influ* 
ence*  He  had  been  a  senator  from  the  middle  district 
and  in  the  year  1797,  when  Mr.  Spei^cer  was  a  member 
of  the  couucil,  was  appointed,  and  as  Mr.  F.  alleged,  was 
warmly  supported  by  Mr»  S.  Much  complaint  was  made 
about  this  removal,  and  a  writer  in  the  Albany  Rq^istor 
under  thesignature  of  a  Friend  to  Justice  in  justification 
of  the  removal  charged  Foote  with  official  mal-conduet« 
This  led  to  a  correspondence  between  Foote  and  Spencer, 
which  e^peared  in  the  party  newspapers  of  the  day,  an4 
was  afterwards  published  in  a  pamphlet  form  by  Mri 
Foote.  Mr.  Philip  Gebhard  was  the  successor  of  M^;- 
Foote.  Prerious  to  the  action  of  the  council  a  personal 
controrersy  had  occurred  between  these  men,  in  the  coutve' 
of  which  Mr.  Oebhard's  name  had  been  struck  from  thifir 
roll  of  attorneys  of  the  Delaware  common  pleas.  It  was 
charged  by  the  Friettd  to  JuHict  that  Foote  had  taken  a  y^y^ 
v&iive  part  and  had  used  unjustifiable  means  to  cauito'Oeb^ 
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Inurd  to  be  expelled  from  the  Delaware  bar.  Mr.  Foote,  in 
las&rst  publication,  denies  these  charges.  He  alleges  that 
Mr.  Spencer  was  their  author,  and  chargea  him  with  base 
aad  unworthy  conduct  as  a  public  man  and  a  member  of 
the  council.  To  this  Mn  Spencer  replied  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  productiim  of  the  "  Friend  of  Justice," 
till  he  saw  it  in  print,  and  that  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
Mr.  Ps  removal  were  different  from  those  assigned  by  the 
Friend  of  Justice.  In  speaking  of  Mr.  Foote's  removal, 
Mr.  Spencer  says,  ^^  It  was  an  act  of  justice  to  the  public, 
inasmuch  as  in  removing  you,  the  veriest  hypocrite  and 
the  most  malignant  villain  in  the  state,  was  deprived  of 
the  power  of  perpetrating  mischief."  He  adds,  in  his 
own  peculiar  style  of  severity  and  sarcasm,  ^^  If,  as  you 
insinuate,  your  interests  have  by  your  removal  been  mate- 
rially affected,  then,  sir,  like  many  men  more  honest  than 
ffowrself^  earn  your  bread  by  the  sweat  of  your  brow.^' 

To  this  Mr.  Foote  replied,  giving,  or  claiming  to  give, 
a  sketch  of  Mr.  ^^encer's  political  life,  charging  him  with 
being  an  applicant,  in  1797,  for  the  office  of  comptroller, 
and  offi^ing  to  prove  it  if  he,  [Mr.  Spencer,]  would  ab- 
solve Thomas  Morris  from  all  honorary  obligations  to 
keep  secret  his  knowledge  of  the  application.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer  replied,  and  denied  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  comptroller,  and  he  called  for  proof  of  the  charge. 
He  iiirther  stated,  ^^  To  facilitate  you  in  your  enquiry  I 
absolve  the  whole  world  from  injuncti<ms  of  secresy  and 
the  restraints  of  delicacy  on  the  subject." 

This  correspondence  deserves  notice  only  for  the  reason 
that  it  swords  evidence  of  the  style  and  manner  in  which  • 
political  controversies  were  at  that  day  conducted;  and  as 
furnishing  proof  that  Judge  Spencer  was  not  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  comptroller  at  any  tune  before  he  aban- 
doned the  federal  party.  This  proof  is  important  because 
Ju^e  Speqcer  is  still  charged,  (and  perhaps  some  believe 
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the  charge,)  widi  haying  deserted  the  federal  party  fttM 
feelings  of  resentment  growing  out  of  the  reftisal  of  GfoY. 
Jay  to  nominate  him  to  the  office  of  comptroller.  If  1S^ 
charge  had  been  true,  the  iact  mnst  have  been  knowil  at 
the  date  of  this  correspondence,  and  after  this  puMic  ie&^ 
ahce  to  highly  excited  Opponents,  in  not  their  failure  i6 
produce  any  prOofe  6f  its  truth  decisire  cfvidencetlAt  AoM 
existed,  dud  that  the  allegation  tr^  false  t 

By  the  twenty-eighth  article  of  the  constitution  6f  177^, 
it  was  required  that  ^^  new  commissbns  should  be  issued 
to  judges  of  the  county  courts  other  than  Qie  first  judg^ 
atid  to  justices  of  the  peace,  oiice  at  the  least  in  three  years." 
Wheli  this  liew  commission  Came  into  the  county  and  was 
pr6mulgated,  all  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace  whoM 
names  were  hot  included  in  it  were  superseded  of  course^ 
As  all  offices,  excepting'  those  particularly  specified,  wete 
declared  by  this  Same  article  to  be  held  during  tiie  plett^ 
sure  of  the  council  of  appointment,  it  was  holden  that  hew 
commissions  might  issue  at  the  pleasure  of  the  appointkig 
power  at  any  time  short  of  three  years,  with  the  mme 
effect  as  if  issued  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  ihb 
time  of  issuing  the  last  commission.  In  pursuance  ^ 
this  construction,  the  present  council,  and  whenever  Ae 
political  power  changed  from  one  party  to  the  other,  aM 
subsequent  councik,  issued  new  commissions  to  most  of 
the  counties  ih  the  state.  Vh&  consequence  w%s,  that  1^ 
the  leaving  out  of  the  new  commissions  federal  judges  tod 
justices,  and  inserting  the  names  of  republicans  in  their 
places,  the  political  poWer  and  influence  of  the  Council 
was  carried  into  almost  every  neighborhood*  in  the  state. 
The  tendency  of  this  practice  was  to  produce  an  impres- 
sion among  all  ranks  of  people  that  men  were  to  be  puii- 
ished  or  rewarded  for  their  political  opinions  according  to 
their  standing  and  influence  in  society,  and  mote  especially 
ft  the  polls  of  the  election.     l*he  effect  hatundljr  was  to 
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!  a  oorps  of  deolimieoreni  is  er^  ti^warinp  iti  M 
stelei  mi4er  the  naaie  of  justices  of  tibe  peaee,  and  tins 
juAicaal  offieeis,  wlio  of  all  oA^ia  ought  to  bo  ^otirely  r«* 
moTed  from  party  biaS}  were  made  the  most  ac^o  and 
aealoos  combRtaiits  in  tike  political  aresa. 

Chancellor  Liyingston  had  become  incompetent  by  ^t 
lODger  to  hoM  his  office^  of  winch  he  adrised  the  gOTernorj 
and  John  LsDring,  jr.,  chief  justice  of  the  snpreme  court-, 
wiaa  thsrem>on  appointed  chancellor.  Mr.  Livingston  was 
soon  alter  appointed  minister  to  Franeey  anid  terminated  t 
bnlliant  and  nseful  public  life  by  a  Sttcoessftil  misskm 
abroad^  in  whi<^  he  had  the  good  fortune^  at  a  compara* 
threly  trifling  expense,  to  negotiate  the  acquisition  of  th^ 
flxtensiTe  and  rich  territory  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  and  secure  forever  peaceable  and  convenient  aecMi 
to  the  ocean  to  our  fellow-dtiaens,  located,  of  to  be  I0C9 
ted^  in  the  Tallies  of  the  Mississippi  and  (Ndo,  and  tbi 
great  and  almost  intorminsble  and  fertile  plains  of  the 


Judge  Benson  had  been  appointed,  under  what  was  called 
the  midnight  Act  of  John  Adams,  a  circuit  judge  of  tfaa 
Ibuted  Stat»9  on  the  8d  March,  1801,  and  had  of  course 
Msigned  his  office  as  judge  of  the  snprefne  court  of  this 
slate.  This  reagnation,  and  Ihe  appmntoieat  of  chief 
joslice  Lansing,  chancellor,  csaused  two  vacancies  cm  tlw 
bsnch  of  the  supreme  court*  These  vacancies  were  not 
supplied  by  new  appointments  antil  several  months  after 
they  happened,  and  loud  complaints  of  delay  were  made* 
13ie  particular  cause  of  this  delay  does  not  appear^  but  thft 
fiadoralists  publicly  charged  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Spencer 
with  a  desq;n  to  iq»propriate  those  offices  to  themseltes. 
it  i»  possible  that  Mr.  Spencer  may  have  desired  a  jndicia] 
appointment,  but  the  previous  as  well  as  subieqUent  coursO 
of  Mr.  Olitttmi's  life  affords  decisifvo  evidenco  that  Idhril 
A^  as  to  hiai|  was  not  Well  foifiidod<    But  bdimr* 


180  VQIUtWCAL  BISTORT  [19KL 

the  ezpiralioB  ef  the  year  after  this  couadl  commenood 
actiiig)  they  appointed  Morgan  Lewis  chief  jiistice^  and 
Brockholst  Livingston  and  Smith  Thompson  judges  of  the 
supreme  court. 

In  reyiewing  the  appointments  made  by  this  coundi  it 
Will  be  perceived  that  not  a  single  appointment  of  the 
least  importance  was  conferred  on  the  known  friends  of 
GoKBurr.  In  the  city  of  New- York  the  persons  selected  to 
fiH  the  offices  seem  generally  to  have  been  the  personal  as 
well  as  political:  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton;  but  of  the  great 
state  offices  the  Livingstons  had  much  the  greatest  share. 
If  there  was  an  implied  or  express  understanding  that  the 
offices  should  be  divided  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Clintons  and  Livingstons,  the  Livingstons  certainly  took 
the  lion's  part  Chancellor  Livingston  was  undoubtedly 
by  the  aid  and  influence  of  Gov.  Clinton  appointed  on  a 
foreign  embassy;  at  any  rate  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  he 
would  not  have  received  the  appointment  had  Mr.  ClintMi 
been  opposed  to  him.  Edward  Livingston  was  made 
mayor  of  New- York,  an  office  at  that  time  probably  worth 
ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  Doct.  Tillotson,  a  bro- 
ther-in-law of  the  chancellor,  wai  created  secretary  of 
state;  Morgan  Lewis,  connected  by  marriage  with  the 
Ihmily,  was  elevated  to  the  office  of  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court;  Gen.  Armstrong,  who  was  in  the  same 
way  connected  with  the  Livingstons,  was  appointed  by 
the  legislature,  a  short  time  before,  United  States  senator^ 
and  Brockholst  Livingston  and  Smith  Thompson,  whose 
wife  was  a  Livingston,  were  created  judges  of  the  supreme 
court.  It  is  nevertheless  but  an  act  ot  simple  justice,  m 
this  place  to  add,  that  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Livingston  family  who  received  these  appointments  wtte 
all  of  them  men  of  high  character  for  talents,  and  in  all 
respects  well  fitted  for  the  offices  to  which  they  weris 
respectively  appointed.    Edward  Livingston  was  not  eoij 
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eompetent  to  ezeeote  properly  the  duties  pertaining  to  the 
mayoralty,  but  all  will  now  admit  that  his  talents  qualified 
him  for  any  office  within  the  control  of  the  people  of  the 
state  or  nation.  The  reports  of  the  supreme  court  of  thi» 
state  are  enduring  monuments  of  the  learning  and  abilities 
of  both  Brockholst  Livingston  and  Smith  Thompson.  As 
a  man  of  genius  Livingston  was  unquestionably  the  supe« 
rior  of  Thompson;  but  for  legal  acumen,  clearness  of  per* 
oeption,  and  logical  powers  of  mind,  there  are  few  if  any 
men,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  who  excel  Judge 
Thompson. 

The  l^islature  met  at  Albany,  Jan.  S6, 1802.  Thom- 
u  Storm  of  the  city  of  New- York  was  chosen  speaker  of 
the  assembly. 

Nothing  remarkable  was  contained  in  the  govemor's 
speech,  but  like  all  the  communications  of  Gieorge  Clinton 
it  presented  in  a  very  brief  form  the  general  condition  of 
the  state,  accompanied  wiUi  suitable  and  judicious  remarks 
on  the  various  subjects  of  legislation,  which  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  governor  demanded  the  attention  and  action 
of  the  legislature. 

On  the  third  of  February  the  assembly  elected  a  council 
of  a{ypointment  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  consisted  of 
Benjamin  Hunting  from  the  southern,  James  W,  Wilkin: 
from  the  middle,  Edward  Savage  from  the  eastern,  and 
Lemuel  Chipman  from  the  western  district.  Josiah  Ogden 
Hoffiaan  had,  for  a  long  time,  held  the  office  of  attorney 
general,  and  on  referring  to  the  removals  and  appomtments 
by  the  preceding  council  it  will  be  perceived  that  although 
the  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  &c.,  were  removed, 
Mr.  Hoffinan  was  not  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
<4ke,  notwithstanding  he  had  distinguisned  himself  as  one 
of  the  most  active  and  zealous  federalists. 

The  following  facts  will  account  for  the  forbearance  of 
the  council  of  1801  towards  Mr,  Hoffinan. 
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When  Mr.  lE^pcaeer  was  a  m«aib«r  of  Ibe  federal  coancil 
m  1787,  an  atteiapt  was  made,  probably  on  the  suggeatiea 
of  Oo¥.  Jay,  or  poaaibty  by  come  of  Ihe  f^ienda  of  Mr* 
Jteea  or  Mr.  Henry,  to  p<tf«  a  reaolu^on  and  enter  Ike 
aame  on  the  minalea  of  th^  eonnffU,  that  it  waa  impropeir 
for  any  pcraon  while  a  iMmber  of  Ae  cooncil  of  appooitr 
ment  to  reeeiTe  an  efiee  finem  that  body.  Mr.  Speneer 
opposed  the  adoption  of  that  reairiutieni  and  in  one  of  hie 
letters  to  Mr.  Foote,  to  vhieh  I  have  above  referred,  he 
asaignB  the  reasona  of  hie  oppeaition.  He,  no  dovbt,  had 
fixed  his  eye  upon  the  office  of  attorney  general,  while  he 
waa  a  member  of  the  council  in  1801;  but  as  the  propriety 
of  a  councill^Nr's  receiTing  an  office  from  a  body  of  which 
he  himself  constituted  a  fifth  part  had  been  so  recently  e 
subject  of  public  diseuasion,  Mr.  S.  no  doubt  felt  that  it 
would  be  indelicate  for  him  to  receive  the  office  in  qoea* 
tion  until  another  coundl  should  be  chosen;  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  an  understanding  existed  between  Mr* 
Hoffinan  and  Mr.  Speneer,  that  as  soon  as  a  new  council 
should  be  formed,  if  that  council  should  be  rq>ublicany 
Mr.  Hofiman  should  resign  his  office.  Accordingly,  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  council  of  1802,  Mr.  Herman  resigned 
the  office  of  attorney  general,  and  Mr*  Spencer  was  ap* 
pointed  in  his  place,    f  Bee  Jfaie  A.  end  of  Vol.  S.  | 

William  Stewart  of  Tioga  county,  a  brothei^in-law  of 
OoY.  Clintfm,  who  had  been  removed  from  the  office  of 
district  att<Mmey  of  the  counties  of  Ontario^Hoga,  &c.,  by 
a  fsderal  council,  under  the  admbistration  of  Gov.  Jay^ 
was,  on  the  same  day,  restored  to  that  office,  which  waa 
vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  W.  Howell  of 
Oanandaigua. 

Very  few  other  appointments  of  any  importanoe  were 
made  by  this  council,  llkey,  however,  appear  to  have 
pursued  the  policy  at  their  immediate  predecessors  by 
filling  the  offices  which  became  vacant  exclusively  wilh 


off  nil  tbe  IM^nl  juidf^  m4  J¥»tM^  of  tt^  p^aoe  wliyon 
thiv  vilh  deMHQF  9wl4»  md  nipj^i^tlMwr.pb^fiM  by  ft- 


fe»  cAMist  1^  Me  bimdred  iii«iDbers>  mA  m  4qp»portiQiuiu»t 
was  Hiade  by  a  law  of  tbis  session  giving  ^cb  ocmatj  ito 
sbftve  ftf  lepiwfiilittioii  iti  tbat  bm»cb  of  Uie  }«giilBtiire  in 
prapovtiiMi  to  its  populatieQ;  but  ^o  otber  law  of  any 
inyortane^y  ui  least  politically^  was  passed  dttving  tUf 
ssssioB.  Hb*  Clinioa  ioitodueed  a  resol«timi  proposing 
an  amendment  to  tbe  United  States  constitatioo»  so  that 
sadi  state^ould  be  divided  into  districtsi  aad  tbe  people 
of  each  disirict  should  choose  one  elector  of  president  and 
vic^prendent^  and  also  requiring  tbe  eleciofs  to  designate 
on  their  ballot  which  caadidaie  they  voted  for,  for  presir 
Aesat  tmd  whidifor  viee^president*  Tbese  sesolutioAS  weoe 
adopted. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session  Gen.  John  Arm- 
strong resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  9th  of  February  De  Witt  Clinton  was  chosen 
to  supply  his  place.  Mr.  Clinton  was  nominated  by  the 
assembly,  and  a  federalist  was  nominated  by  the  senate; 
but  at  a  meeting  of  tbe  two  houses,  on  jomt  ballot  Mr. 
Clinton  received  eighty«two  votes  and  his  opponent  forty- 
five.  In  the  controversy  which  occurred  the  succeeding 
summer,  between  Mr.  Clinton  and  Col.  ]3urr  and  his 
Mends,  the  latter  charged  the  former  with  much  mancsu- 
vering  and  bargaining  in  order  to  procure  the  resignation 
of  Q&k.  Armstrong  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton.  The 
writers  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Burr,  affirmed  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  Doct.  Tillotson  as  secretary  of  state,  was 
made  on  the  condition  that  he  should  procure  tbe  resignar 
tion  of  O^n.  Armstrong;  but  these  allegations  are  entirely 
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▼md  of  any  shadow  of  proof.  Gen.  Armstrong  -was  not 
the  man  who  would  permit  himself  to  be  made  an  article 
of  political  merchandise  or  traffic,  and  the  office  of  a  sena- 
tor of  the  United  States  being  for  any  canse  vacant,  who 
18  the  man  at  that  day  who  would  hare  been  more  likely^ 
without  factitious  aid,  to  receive  the  support  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature  than  De 
Witt  Clinton? 

Tlie  le^slature  adjourned  on  the  second  day  of  April. 

The  result  of  the  spring  election  was  decidedly  fiivorar 
Ue  to  tiie  republican  party.  In  the  assembly  a  large 
majority  of  democratic  members  were  returned,  and  all  the 
senators  chosen  that  spring  were  republicans* 

John  Schenck  was  elected  from  the  southern;  Solomon 
Sutherland  and  Abraham  Adriance  from  the  middle,  and 
Jacob  Snell,  Matthias  B«  Talmadge,  Asa  Danforth,  Joseph 
Annin  and  George  lliflEany  from  the  western  district. 
The  eastern  district,  under  the  new  arrangement,  was  not 
entitled  to  elect  any  s^iators  this  year. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

FBOM  HAT  I,  isn,  TO  MAT  1,  180t. 

IicMEDiATELT  after  the  result  of  the  election  was  knowii| 
the  war  between  Aaron  Burr  and  his  partisans,  and  the 
Clintons  and  Livingstons,  the  materials  for  which  had 
for  a  long  time  been  gathering,  burst  forth  and  was  car- 
ried on  with  extreme  asperity  and  bitterness. 

A  daily  paper  had  been  established  in  New-York,  call- 
ed the  American  Citizen,  which  was  considered  the  organ 
of  the  majority  of  the  democratic  party;  but  was  under* 
stood  to  be  more  especially  under  the  influence  of  De 
Witt  Clinton.  That  paper  first  broke  ground  against  CoL 
Burr,  and  openly  and  bitterly  denounced  him  as  a  traitor 
to  the  republican  cause,  and  in  proof  of  his  treachery,  it 
charged  him  with  intriguing  with  the  federalists  to  defeat 
the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  through  their  aid  place 
himself  in  the  presidential  chair.  James  Cheetham,  an 
Englishman  by  birth,  a  man  of  wit  and  great  talents  as  a 
periodical  writer,  but  as  a  political  writer  sometimes  too 
regardless  of  truth,  was  the  senior  editor  and  conductor 
of  this  paper. 

On  the  other  hand.  Col.  Burr  and  his  friends  established 
a  paper  in  New-York,  denominated  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, of  which  Dr.  Irving  was  the  editor,  which  was  the 
antagonist  of  the  American  Citizen.  Mr.  Irving,  who 
was  a  man  of  respectable  Kterary  attainments,  did  not 
seem  so  well  qualified  for  that  kind  of  cut  and  thrust  war- 
fare which  then  was,  and  now  is,  too  much  the  fashion  of 
the  day,  as  Mr.  Cheetham.  The  Morning  Chronicle^ 
however,  carried  the  war  into  the  camp  of  the  opponents 
of  Mr.  Burr,  charging  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons  witii 
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inordinate  personal  ambition^  with  exercising  an  uni^ar 
rantable  and  dictatorial  power  over  the  delnocratic  partji 
and  with  haying  appropriated  an  unreasonable  por* 
tion  of  the  spoils  of  yictf  ly  tp  i^imi  pwn  immediate  use. 
It  affirmed  that  the  conduct  of  Col.  Burr  had  been  cor- 
rect and  honorable^  and  that  the  opposition  to  him  was 
prod\}Cfsd  by  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  him^  in  order  to  bring 
forward  som^  p^embe^  of  the  CUnton  or  Livingston  fami- 
ly as  th^  proviineiit  favorite  pf  the  democracy  of  tb^ 
northi  for  tJbe  Ugh  of&ce  which  ]3urr  then  held|  and  ulti- 
mately for  the  fir^jt  o$ce  in  the  nation.  The  controversy 
WQS  cofidnctedi  as  I  h»ve  remarked,  with  extren^  asperi- 
tyi  wd  tilie  leaders  of  the  two  sections  of  thf  republicans 
became  pe^rs<»n{illy  hostile  to  each  other;  so  |nuc)i  so  th^t 
gpcial  intercourse  was  broken  off  between  thenxi  %nd  even 
peeyniary  transactions  were  affected  and  controlled  by  their 
political  prejudices  and  animosities.  The  Manhattan 
Bank}  we  have  seen^  was  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
republicans  of  New- York,  and  the  power  of  that  instit^- 
tion  was  now  wielded  against  the  Burntes.  Col.  Burr 
l^nd  his  w^rm  personal  and  ppliticfd  friend,  Col|  John 
Swartwout,  w^e  turned  out  of  the  direction  of  that 
bank  after  a  sharply  contested  election.  Judge  Brock- 
bolst  Livingston  was  chosen  »  director  to  the  exclusion 
of  Mr.  Swartwout.  The  language  used  by  gentlemen  in 
speaking  of  each  othef|Wa9  rilde  and  offensive.  Mr,  De 
Witt  Olintpn^  in  a  conversatipn  rel^iting  to  Mr.  Swart- 
WOut|  called  \^m  a  '^  a  liar^  a  $cmmdrel  and  a  tnllain.^ 
J^i  her^  I  naay  remark}  that  one  defect  in  Mr.  Clinton's 
chstracter  as  a  public  man,  and  indeed  as  a  private  citizen| 
was  that  he  was  tpo  reckless  in  his  ren^arks  about  gentle- 
pen  who  differed  with  him  in  political  opinions.  He  wa$ 
too  apt  to  treat  and  speak  of  every  man  who  opposed 
his  political  views  as  dishonest,  or  wholly  incompetent 
1(0  judge  between  right  and  wrong.     It    i9    singular  that 
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ktf  liNEig  experiezice  aa  i^  p^liticidn,  and  jm  ^lEteiism  ao 
q^uatan^  with  meUf  4id  nat  niora  aflaotmUy  eoiiTtikea 
Hm  tM  U  waa  n^  tnia  tkat  mrery  ffaa»  wbp  did  msnt  ao^ 
«^  vith  bin  in  aertwtftit  vaa  mtktr  a  knarya  or  a  fooL 
Ml.  Swartvoat  w»«  a  g/mm^m  wd  biwra  mip,  a? dnH 
in  Ub  fiiendabipa,  and  aqnally  k^tad  agwiat  Ikoae  ka 
otiaaa  to  eonsicbr  aa  hia  aiieiaiea.  Hr  ivaa  {Maioiiataly  de- 
Tfftod  to  Col.  Bair^  but  lifca  moat  of  B^a  adtkaranta,  ta^ 
Qare}ew  about  tibe  mefMia  uaed  for  tibe  aiseo^^plMumBnt  oC 
political  0i>da.  The  offanaive  language  af  Mr,  Cliutea  ib 
raapeet  to  Col.  Swartwout^  "whkh  I  bave  quoted,  iiadaecd 
tba  latter  geutteioaa  to  deieaDd  tbrcapgb  bia  fnmd  CoL 
SjQBitb,  an  apology  or  recantation  from  Mr.  Cliaton.  Mr, 
C.  r^Ued  that  Swartwout  bad  charged  bimvitil  oppomg 
Col.  Burr  froaci  unworthy  and  aelfieh  wotiveai  that  be  had 
applied  the  epithets  to  Mr.  Swartwopt  in  reference  to  that 
chargey  and  that  if  Swaj^twout  would  retract  hi$  ^ihargey 
be  (Mr.  G«)  would  apologue  for,  or  take  back  the  oflenaiTa 
fl^reaaiona.  This  Swartvout  refused  to  do,  A  duel  was 
the  consequence*  Five  shots  were  exi^banged»  and  Mj. 
Swartwout  was  twice  wounded,  notwithstanding  which  be 
expressed  his  desire  to  continue  the  fight.  Mr.  Clinton 
declared  that  he  was  shooting  at  a  man  against  whom  he 
felt  no  personal  enmity,  and  the  surgeons  finally  interfered 
and  declared  that  the  situation  o£  Mr.  Swartwout  wn^ 
sueh  aa  rendered  it  impropi^  that  the  eonteat  should  bo 
acmtinued.^ 

*  Wr.  John  C.  HamiUoDi  ip  the  sfeoiid  TolQine  of  the  Biognpliy  of  hit  Father. 
p.  9T6|  After  speaking  of  a  pamphlet,  wriRen  by  Oen.  Hamilton,  recoMmeDdlni 
nild  and  tepient  tieatipept  towards  the  tories  of  the  revolntion,  and  of  tbe  effiMst 
that  pamphlet  had  on  the  pubUe  mind  in  allaying  the  persecoting  spirit  whieh  ex 
isted  among  tbe  wbigs  against  th.it  class  of  people  says,  'Mhat  the  pamphlet  and 
Its  effects  excited  bitter  animosity  against  tbe  Oenerar  among  a  portion  of  the 
ciUxensof  New-York;  and  he  states  that  *< there  existed  at  this  time  an  tten 
lag  dab,  composed  of  persons  conspicoous  in  the  prosecution  of  these  attain^ 
dersi''  (of  diMffected  persons,)  "  some  of  ^hom  had  written  in  oppesilion  !• 
Pboeioni  (the  signature  assumed  by  Oen.  Hamilton,)  and  who  felt  themselves  ttan 
deserved  objects  of  its  just  denvnciation!" 

"  Early  in  the  eveniog  of  this  meetingi  it  wns  proposed  that  Hamilton  shonii 
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About  this  time  Mr.  Cheetham  published  a  pamphlet 
entitled  ^^Amewofiht  poUHcal  ccnduci  of  Aaron  Burr^^ 
in  which  he  professed  to  give  a  history  of  his  political 
conduct,  from  the  time  of  his  first  ^trance  into  public  life 
down  to  the  time  when  the  pamphlet  was  written.  It  was 
written  with  great  tact,  and  although  eyidently  too  bold 
in  its  denunciations  and  too  reckless  in  assuming  chutes 
proved  which  rested  upon  slight  circumstantial  eyidence, 
there  seems,  in  my  judgment,  enough  contained  in  it  to 
lead  the  mind  fairly  to  the  conclusion  that  CoL  Burr  was 
a  trimmer  in  politics,  and  an  unsafe  man  to  be  entrusted 
with  an  important  office.  Shortly  afterwards  a  pamphlet 
appeared  to  which  the  fictitious  signature  of  Aristides  was 
affixed.  Hus  pamphlet  attacked  with  unprecedented  se- 
yerity  the  public  and  private  character  of  nearly  all  the 
distinguished  men  of  the  republican  party.  Doct.  Tillot^ 
son  and  Judge  Livingston,  and  indeed  the  whole  Livings 
ston  fietmily,  were  assailed  with  great  bitterness.  Their 
motives  were  arraigned  and  impeached,  and  their  private 
character  for  honor  and  veracity  was  traduced  and  villified. 
The  writer  alleges  the  governing  maxim  of  the  Livingston 
fiimily  to  be — 

MBtt 


si  poMto  t^ettf  ■!  BOQ,  fooiiM  modoi  Mm." 

But  the  vials  of  his  wrath,  the  dregs  of  his  gall  and  bitter^ 
ness,  seem  to  have  been  reserved  to  be  poured  on  the 
heads  of  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer.     He 

be  ehalleoced,  mud  in  c«m  the  first  challenger  shoald  faU  that  others  should  cfaal* 
lenge  him  in  succession,"  until  some  one  should  take  his  lift. 

This  barbarous  plot  was  defeated  by  the  opposition  of  Mr.  Ledyardi  who  was 
one  of  the  writers  whom  Hamilton  had  atudtedi  who  came  in  in  time  to  break 
up  this  savage  combination. 

Suspicions  were  entertained  bf  the  opponents  of  Col.  Burr,  that  some  such 
combination  hxA  been  formed  bf  the  Burrites  in  relation  to  Mr.  Clinton  and  his 
leading  friends.  A  subsequent  challenge  and  duel  with  Richard  Riker  favored 
this  suspicion;  hut  no  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  frank  and  open  hearted 
JbhnSwartwottt  can  for  one  moment  tolerate  the  idea  that  he  was  a  party  to 
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charges  them  with  every  thing  vile,  every  thing  mean  and 
malignant.  William  P.  Van  Ness  is  now  the  admitted 
author  of  this  production.  It  is  written  with  great  talent. 
As  a  political  writer,  its  style  renders  Mr.  Van  Ness  un- 
rivalled since  the  days  of  Junius;  and  yet,  every  sentence 
and  line  of  it  seems  to  have  been  written  with  such  intense 
hate  and  malice  boiling  in  his  bosom,  that  no  man  who 
possesses  the  least  portion  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness 
would  consent  to  enjoy  the  reputation  for  genius  and  ta- 
lent, to  which  the  author  is  entitled,  if  the  possession  of 
that  reputation  must  of  necessity  be  connected  with  the 
evidence  which  this  pamphlet  affords  of  the  extreme  ma- 
lignity of  the  heart  of  the  wrijter. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  both  parties  to  this 
controversy,  in  their  speeches  and  writings,  did  injustice 
to  the  adverse  party,  and  it  would  be  unsafe  implicitly  to 
rely  even  on  the  statement  of  facts  by  either.  Honorable 
men,  under  high  party  excitement,  will  distort  and  disco- 
lor facts  in  their  statements,  so  that  it  will  be  often  diffi- 
cult for  a  disinterested  person  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclu 
sion.  Lady  Betty  Germain  was  right  when  she  said,  ^^  1 
have  lived  long  enough  never  wholly  to  believe  any  side 
or  party  against  the  other."  There  were,  however,  a 
combination  of  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the 
last  presidential  election,  as  we  have  heretofore  seen, 
which  could  neither  be  denied  nor  satisfactorily  explained; 
and  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  candid  men  to  avoid 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  Col.  Burr  had  not  conducted 
with  good  faith  towards  his  political  friends.  There  is 
no  vice  or  firailty  to  which  man  is  liable  which  excites 
more  abhorrence  in  a  generous  mind  than  treachery  towards 
friends.  We  can  forgive  an  open  enemy  who  has  injured- 
us;  we  can  sometimes  admire  his  energy,  his  enterprise, 
and  his  spirit,  even  when  his  efforts  are  exerted  against 
ourselves, but  we  cannot  avoid  despising  as  well  as  detest- 
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ing  the  traitor.  But  the  republican  press,  out  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  for  a  long  time  declined  interfering  in  thift 
(JOftttoversy,  and  it  was  not  until  the  16th  of  Vftvethhet 
that  the  Albany  Register  cafne  out  dp^ly  againtft  Hr. 
Bu^r.  Hie  editor  of  Aat  paper,  (Mr.  tlafber,)  a  tety 
upright  &nd  honest  man,  then  declared  tfaiit  he  had  for  a 
long  time  he^tated,  but  that  <he  evidence  df  CbL  Burr'a 
tergiversations  had  so  ttiultlplied  upon  him  thatt  he  couli 
no  longer  resist  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  B.  hied  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  the  republican  party.  Nearly  M  the 
democratic  newspapers  followed  in  the  wake  of  ihe  Alba^ 
ny  Register. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  24th  January,  1803. 
When  the  members  came  together  it  was  soon  asceitahied 
that  an  immense  majority  of  the  republicans  disapproved 
of  the  conduct  of  Col.  Burr,  and  that  he  no  longer  potf* 
sessed  their  confidence.  Thomas  Storm  was  re-elected 
speaker,  and  Solomon  Southwick  was  chosen  clerit  lA 
opposition  to  Mr.  Yan  Ingen,  a  federalist  who  had  lon^ 
been  the  clerk  of  the  assembly.  The  vote  stood  forty- 
two  for  Southwick  and  thirty-one  for  Van  Ingen.  This, 
however,  was  not  a  true  criterion  of  the  strength  of  parties; 
for  shortly  afterwards  a  question  was  taken  in  the  house 
on  the  answer  to  the  governor's  speech,  when  it  appeared 
there  were  but  twenty  federalists  in  that  branch  of  the 
legislature;  at  any  rate  there  were  but  twenty  who  voted.  - 
Mr.  Southwick  was  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Barber,  the 
proprietor  and  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Regiirter,  and 
connected  with  him  in  the  printing  and  management  of 
that  paper.  Mr.  S.  was  then  a  young  man,  elegant  and 
prepossessing  in  his  personal  appearance,  of  ardent  feel* 
ings  and  fascinating  manners.  He  was  a  most  zealous 
democrat.  His  intercourse  with  his  acquaintance  was 
frank  and  cordial.  He  Was  warm  ih  his  friendships,  and 
inagnanimous  and  generous  to  his  enemies,     lliese  quali* 
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ties  soon  procured  hiilQ  ft  powerful  infltteiice  with  the 
Ditembers  of  ^  legnl*tnre,  and  the  repubHcdii  paity  ih 
^Isfieral. 

It  biecaitl^  tttse^i^  during  tlib  Mtt^ofi  Id  «lect  a  deda 
fOlf  of  iht  United  Stat^,  ih  li^  of  Qofethertf  Morris 
Whose  tette  of  s^rvlc^  expired  on  th^  4th  of  Mar^h,  1808. 
The  pr<^m}n«tit  republicaii  candidates  fdr  that  otice  were 
Gen.  Tbeodoftto  Bailey,  Hien  of  I>[itchess  cottnty^  atid  Mi^. 
John  Woodworth  of  RejisSelaei'  county,  afterwards  attor- 
ney general,  and  lately  a  jtfdge  df  tilie  sttpreme  court. 
tile  election  was  to  take  place  6h  the  6fii  day  of  Fetr* 
fuary;  and  dii  the  evening  preceding,  a  Caucus  of  the 
h?publican  members  was  held,  at  which,  upon  a  ballot,  Mr. 
Bailey  had  thirty  votes  and  Mr.  Woodworth  forty-Ave, 
ivho,  of  cour£le,  was  declared  duly  nominated.  Matthias 
B.  Talmadge,  a  senator  and  brothef-in-laW  to  Oeh.  Bailey, 
was  dissatisfied  with  this  nomination,  and  set  himself  ^ 
work  to  defeat  the  election  of  Mr.  Woodworth.  H^ 
persuaded  several  of  the  democratic  senators,  chiefly  those 
^onling  from  the  southern  part  of  Ae  state,  and  some  of  tha 
members  of  assembly,  of  whom  Mr.  James  Burt  of  Orange 
County  was  the  most  active,  to  abandon  the  caucus  nomi- 
nation and  agree  to  vote  for  Gen.  Bailey;  but  a' sufficient 
number  of  members  of  assembly  could  not  be  dissuaded 
from  the  regular  usage  of  their  party  to  prevent  the  nomi- 
nation in  that  house  of  Mr.  Woodwotth;  for  the  next  day, 
in  the  assembly,  Mr.  Bailey  had  nineteen  votes,  Mr.  Morris 
eighteen  and  Mr.  Woodworth  fifty-three,  and  he  was  Of 
tourse  nominated.  In  the  senate,  where  the  federalists 
Were  stronger  in  pr<^portion  than  they  were  in  the  assem- 
bly, a  communication  was  opened  with  them,  and  Mr. 
Van  Yechten  got  up  a  fedei^l  caucus  on  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  February,  and  before  the  hour  of  meeting  for 
the  senate  harl  arrived,  at  which  it  was  agreed  ultimately 
to  support  Gen.  Bailey. 
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When  the  senate  came  to  act  on  the  nomination  of  au 
United  States  senator  the  federalbts  all  voted  for  Gover- 
neur  Morris,  and  a  few  of  the  republicans  voted  for  Mr. 
Bailey,  leaving  a  mmority  vote  for  Woodworth.  A  reso-  . 
lution  was  ih&i  offered,  that  Mr.  Bailey  be  declai«d  nomi- 
nated on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  carried  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: — ^Adriance,  Bruyp,  Chipman,  FootCj  Gordon, 
Hatfield,  Hathorn,  Hitchcock^  Hunting,  KerUj  L'Home- 
dieu,jLatoyer,  Suffern,Talmadge,  Fan  Schoanhcven  and  Vni^ 
VecUen.  Those  whose  names  are  in  italics  were  federal- 
ists. It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  nominated 
%y  the  aid  of  six  federal  votes.  When  the  two  houses  met 
to  compare  nommations,  Mr.  Talmadge  and  his  republican 
friends  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Burt  with  his  corps  of  nine- 
teen in  the  assembly,  voted  with  the  federalists  on  joint 
ballot,  and  the  result  was  Mr.  Woodworth  had  jBfty-seveni 
and  Mr.  Bailey  fifty-nine  votes,  and  he  was  declared  duly 
elected. 

It  is  impossible  to  look  upon  this  transaction  without 
disapprobation.  I  speak  neither  of  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  Gen.  Bailey;  for  although,  he  was  one  of  the  members 
of  congress  in  1800,  whom  Col.  Burr  had  indicated  as  a 
person  who  would  eventually  vote  for  him  for  president; 
and  although  it  has  been  alleged  that  he  was  persuaded  to 
decline  the  performance  of  his  agreement  with  Burr,  under  a 
promise  of  office  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  that  the  New- 
York  post  office  was  finally  given  to  him  in  fulfilment 
of  that  promise,  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  was  a  respect^ 
able  man: — certainly  he  was  an  amiable  member  of  society. 
Yet  I  think  that  when  political  friends  consent  to  go  into 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  officers,  every  member  of  such 
caucus  is  bound  in  honor  to  support  and  carry  into  effect 
its  determination.  If  you  suspect  that  that  determina* 
tion  will  be  so  preposterous  that  you  cannot  in  conscience 
support  it,  then  you  ought  on  no  account  to  become  one 
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of  its  nembei^.  To  try  your  chance  in  a  caucus,  and 
then  because  your  wishes  are  not  gratified,  to  attempt  to 
defeat  the  result  of  the  deliberation  of  your  friendsi 
■trikea  me  as  a  palpable  yiolation  of  honor  and  good  faith. 
Tou  caucus  for  no  other  possible  purpose  than  under  the 
implied  agreement,  that  the  opinion  and  wishes  of  the 
minority  shall  be  yielded  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority 
and  the  sole  object  of  caucussing  is  to  ascertain  what 
18  the  will  of  the  majority.  I  repeat^  that  unless  you  in- 
tend to  carry  into  effect  the  widies  of  the  majority,  how^ 
ever  contrary   to   your  own,  you  have  no  business  at  a' 

OBUCUS* 

Daring  this  session,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  treasureri 
Mr.  McCIanan,  had  become  a  defaulter  in  more  than 
thurty-three  thousand  dollars.  It  would  seem  from  Mr. 
C.'s  statement  which  I  have  barely  once  casually  and 
hastily  read,  that  he  was  m  arrears  with  his  creditors 
when  he  was  appointed;  and  that,  pressed  by  their  impor- 
tunitiea  he  had  applied  some  of  the  funds  of  the  state  to^ 
satisfy  those  arrears.  There  was  a  sharp  contest  for  the 
office  of  treasurer  when  Mr.  McCIanan  was  appointed, 
and  if  his  statement  be  correct,  is  it  not  probable  that 
some  of  his  creditors  may  haye  urged  his  appointment  in 
liie  hope  of  realizing  their  debts  rightly  if  they  could,  if 
not  rightly,  that  at  any  rate  they  would  realize  themi 

Upon  the  discovery  of  this  defalcation,  the  legislature 
appointed  Abraham  O.  Lansmg,  brother  of  the  chancel- 
lor, a  man  of  wealth  and  high  character  for  integrity  and 
correct  business  habits,  treasurer.  They  also  by  the  same 
law  enacted  that  the  treasurer  should  keep  hb  accounts  in 
banks  separate  from  his  private  accounts,  that  he  should 
forthwith  deposit  all  monies  he  should  receive  in  the 
Bank  of  Albany,  that  he  should  exhibit  his  bank  book 
•Dce  a  month  to  the  comptroller,  who,  if  be  discovered 
any  ecrors  or  inrcgularities,  was  required  to  report  tht 


IM  vohitiCAh  ainromT  flSOSL 

mie  to  the  governor,  who  was  authorized  and  reqnirea 
nninediately  by  proclamation  to  suspend  the  functtona  of 
the  treasurer,  and  from  that  moment  the  duties  of  the 
treasurer  devolTed  on  the  president  and  directoni  of  thi 
Bank  of  Albany.  This  act  was  passed  on  the  8th  day  of 
February. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  a  law  was  passed  charteriog  thii 
Kew-York  State  Bank.  I  shall,  however,  in  pursuance 
ef  what  I  have  before  intimated,  omit  any  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  on  this  subject  till  I  come 
iB  the  year  I8id,  when  the  Bank  of  America  was  incor* 
poraled,  other  than  to  remark,  that  a  new  and  very>ezcep 
tionable  ground  was  taken  by  the  petitioners  for  this 
•barter,  in  support  of  their  application.  There  were  then 
but  three  banks  north  and  west  of  the  city  of  New-York 
These  were  the  Bank  of  Columbia  at  Hudson,  the  Farm<^ 
er's  Bank  between  Lansingburgh  and  Troy,  and  the  Bwsk 
of  Albany  in  the  city  of  Albany.  It  was  said,  and  n« 
doubt  said  truly,  that  the  stock  of  these  banks  was  priii* 
eipally  owned  by  federalists.  A  large  majority  of  the 
petitioners  for  the  State  Bank,  claimed  to  be  republicans} 
they  therefore  asked  for  a  charter  upon  party  grounds,,  m 
a  politicai  measure,  upon  the  assumed  principle,  that  the 
bank,  if  chartered,  was  to  be  a  republican  bank-I  How 
supremely  absurd  was  this  pretence  I  They  mig^aswsU 
jMve  talked  of  republican  wheat  bt  com,  of  republican 
jkir  and  water,  as  of  republican  monqr  or  a  repiiUicaa 
Hank. 

'The  April  election  this  year,  resulted  in  the  complete 
liiumpb  of  the  democratic  party,  not  only  in  this  state  h^ 
m  almost,  every  other  state  in  the  union.  Mr.  JefEawtm 
was  a  southern  man,  and  local  fedings  and  personal  pre^ 
dilectionaisecured  him  the  unanimous  support  of  the  soiiitlu 
The  Bortbom  and  middle  states  were  relieved  from  iDter- 
«al  tsexes^  tiie  aonj  was  principnUy  ilishMiilmlj  theodieoi 
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write  what  they  pleased, — i  piMfeg^  ctf  ittestiirtablfe  V8ilu* 
tttfi^  l^llliiig  and  scrlBbling  eaerteni  and  northern  people, — 
Mt.  Jiys  treaty  had  seetir^d  li  pi^ce  with  Shgland,  ^lH 
With  France  ^e  Wefe  on  gobd  terms,  k  considerable  pdr- 
ttem  oi*  tb«  ttto^ortatidn  of  the  merchandize  of  Etirop^ 
KINts  iirried  dii  by  American  vessels  almost  exclusively 
MWh^fl  by  citizens  of  the  eastern,  tiorthen  and  middM 
itkteis,  the  bread  stuffs  produced  in  those  stated  wer6  ik 
l^^at  detnand  in  Europe  to  feed  tb«  countless  legion^  of 
Mdieiii  Which  the  liations  ^f  the  old  world  then  had  bt 
tht  fi^ld,  wheat  wa6  at  the  enomious  pride  of  frdm  tirtf 
to  thfeig  dollars  pef  bushel,  national  and  bank  stoclrit 
were  steadily  rising  in  value,  tod  the  gfedt  revolutioftaty 
UlStsioA  disbt  Wa6  iil  a  rapid  progress  ot  6^tingulshihent| 
under  such  circumstances  ofunprecedented  prosperity,  it  flf 
not  at  all  surprising  that  the  people  should  have  been  con- 
tented and  happy,  and  should  have  clung  to  that  adminis- 
tration which  apparently  secured  to  them  such  high  ad- 
vantages over  any  other  nation  on  the  globe. 

John  Broome,  (afterwards  lieutenant  governor,)  was 
elected  senator  from  the  southern  district,  Robert  JohnsoUf 
Joriiua  H.  Brett,  and  James  Burt  from  the  taiddle,  Joho^ 
Tayler,  John  Woodworth,  Edward  Savage,  Simon  Veedcr| 
and  Thomas  Treadwell  from  the  eastern,  and  Caleb  Hyd« 
from  the  western  district,  all  republicans.  The  aggre- 
gate vote  of  the  freeholders  of  the  state  gave  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  a  majority  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-eight.  In  the  assembly  eighty-three  republi- 
cans were  elected  and  but  seventeen  federalists. 

In  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  during 
the  winter  of  1803, 1  have  omitted  to  mention  that  tht 
assembly  chose  Ebentzer  Purdy  of  the  southern,  John  (T. 
Hogeboom  of  the  middle.  Jacobus  Van  Schtpnhoven  of 
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the  eastern  and  Jacob  Snell  of  the  western  districts  mem- 
bers of  the  council  of  appointment. 

I  cannot  write  the  name  of  John  C.  Hooeboom  with 
out  recording  my  testimony  to  the  goodness  of.  his  heart 
and  the  energy  and  vigor  of  his  intellectual  powers.  He 
was  a  native  of  Columbia  county,  where  he  died.  His 
education  had  been  limited,  but  he  was  erne  of  na* 
lure's  great  men,  possessing  a  sound  judgment  and  clear 
and  discriminating  mental  faculties.  Ardent  and  inde* 
fatigable  in  advancing  the  interests  and  wishes  of  his 
friends;  he  was  courteous  and  liberal  towards  his  political 
opponents.  He  lived  esteemed  and  respected,  and  died 
bitterly  lamented  by  all,  and  especially  by  those  yrho  had 
the  happiness  of  knowing  him. 

No  important  appointments  were  made  by  the  coundl 
during  the  winter. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

FBOM  MAY,  1808,  TO  MAT,  leM. 

Ih  the  summer  of  1803,  Mr.  Edward  Liytngston,  wha 
Aad  been  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the  district 
of  New- York,  resigned  the  office  of  mayor  of  that  city. 
The  mayor  at  that  time  possessed  much  more  power  and 
greater  patronage  than  at  present,  and  the  office,  both  on 
account  of  its  dignity  and  emoluments,  was  sought  for  by 
men  of  high  standing  and  character.  Morgan  Lewis  then, 
as  we  have  seen,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  was 
a  candidate,  as  also  De  Witt  Clinton,  at  that  time  a  sena* 
tor  of  the  United  States.  The  office  was  not  filled  by  the 
council  for  a  considerable  period  after  it  had  beenvacated^ 
and  even  Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  although  he  had  re- 
signed it  as  incompatible  with  the  performance  ef  his 
duties  as  United  States  attorney,  it  is  said  manifested  a 
desire  to  be  re-appointed;  but  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  was 
appointed  the  successor  of  Mr.  Livingston.  The  a'ccep* 
tance  of  this  office  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Clinton 
to  vacate  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
accordingly  he  soon  after  resigned  that  station. 

The  political  prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton  were,  at  that 
time,  justly  considered  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  man 
of  his  age  in  the  state  of  New- York,  and  perhaps  it  may 
oe  added,  in  the  northern  states.  He  has  been  charged 
with  being  governed  by  a  vaulting  ambition,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  from  the  commencement  of  his  public 
career,  his  aspirations  were  of  a  character  high  and  exalt- 
ed. So  lofty  was  his  lum  and  mark,  that  whoever  knew 
him  will  bear  me  out  in  the  remark,  that  it  was  always 
inconsonant  to  his  disposition  to  act  in  a  capacity  subordi- 


oftte  to  any  man.  I  mention  these  traits  in  his  character 
for  the  purpose  of  justifying  me  in  alleging  that  it  is  more 
than  probaA>Ie  that  at  this  time  he  entertained  views  of 
attaining  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  If,  then^ 
sach  were  his  viei^s,  and  he  was  at  this  period  actually 
aiming  at  that  high  object,  then,  I  affirm,  as  a  politician, 
seeking  by  fair  and  honorable  means  to  accompUih  tkis 
great  tod,  he  was  gailty  of  an  error;  and  so  iar  as  I  ^m 
perceive,  his  first  es ror  in  respect  to  his  own  polUioil  fcNk 
lunes,  in  resigning  his  seal  in  the  senate  of  the  Unita^ 
States.  He  should  not  have  left  the  service  of  the  oatioAi 
on  the  contrary  be  should,  if  in  his  power,  have  conatantljiF 
bq^t  himself  before  the  American  people,  in  the  service  cT 
the  United  States.  He  had,  during  the  sbof t  peviod  he 
was  a  member  of  the  aenate,  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
deliberations  and  discussions  of  the  senate,  and  had  acquit-, 
led  himself  in  a  creditable  manner.  He  was  the  fiMrorite 
son  of  New- York.  He  was  morally  certain  that  the  whole 
popularity  and  weight  of  ehamcter  of  his  venerable  uncle, 
then  governor  of  the  state^  would  he  thrown  into  the  scale 
ki  his  fevor;  and  if  at  any  time  he  should  desire  to  aban* 
dtti  legislation,  the  influence  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  the 
whole  republican  party  of  the  state  was  surely  sufficienl 
to  have  secured  him  a  seat  in  the  national  cabinet,  or  a 
•foreign  embassy;  which,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  would 
have  kept  him  constantly  before  the  Ameiican  people. 
iJI  these  advantages  he  gave  up  in  c»der  tooome  back  to 
the  city  of  New- York,  thereby  becoming  a  party  in  the 
controversies  of  the  bar-room  politidans  of  that  city,  and 
to  the  petty  quarrels  in  the  city  and  state  of  New*- York 
about  the  pitiful  offices  of  masters  in  chancery,  sheriAi 
clerks,  county  judges  and  jnstices  of  the  peace.  TruOf 
he  might  have  the  momentary  pleasure  of  disposing  of 
those  appointments  and  enjoying  the  flattery  which  thoee 
small  and  suoeessfiil  offioeHiteekers  wght  lavish  upon  bimt 
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1st  ^  it  imi  occur  to  bim  flntt  the  unracoeirul  easdidatts 
§m  «fioe  w<mM  be  mofe  nmDerous  than  the  sucoeflsfiil 
«M^and  thai  ths  di8af»]N»Dted  would  renembtr  the  mjmf 
tliry  kMSbed  4oiie  to  them,  longer  than  Uie  ^»poiat^ 
«9«U  the  hma  oonferred  on  them)  by  the  peraon  who 
firocured  their  appointment  1  Mr.  CliatcHi  Kyed  long 
aaiNnh  to  be  eonvtnoed  by  aad  and  bitter  experience  thai 
inch  wa$  in  fret  the  natare  of  man.  It  may  be  urged  thai 
Ua  peeuniary  circmnalaneet  required  the  perquisites  of  the 
Miyoraltyi  but  mieh  was  not  the  fact.  Although  Mr.  0« 
lacei^ed  very  little  from  his  iather,  he  had  lately  married 
Iha  dani^tef  of  Walter  Franklin,  a  wealthy  member  el 
the  society  of  firiends  in  New-York,  by  whom  he  reeeiral 
afostoae  of  about  forty  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  or  in 
good  inirastmettts.  Mr.  Clinton  did  not  improTidently 
expend  money  in  an  extravagant  style  of  living,  h 
jndieious  invealment  of  the  fortune  he  recetyed  from  hii 
wife  would,  together  with  what  he  would  have  receiyed 
Imt  his  serrices,  even  had  be  continued  in  the  employment 
of  the  national  goyemment,  have  afforded  a  sufficieot 
inomne  to  have  enabled  him  to  hare  lived  decently  without 
iu^pairing  his  capital.  In  the  end,  his  return  to  New 
Toik  had  a  disaatroua  effect  on  his  pecuniary  concema» 
Young  and  enterprinng  bqainesa  men  without  capilal,b«t 
ewdoos  to  engage  in  business,  who  were  vigorous  aad 
energetic  supporters  of  the  democratic  party,  looked  to  Mr^ 
Clinton  to  aid  them  with  credit  or  cash,  and  enable  them 
to  commence  business.  Mr.  Clinton  was,  at  that  time,  a 
diiector  in  the  Manhattan  Bank,  and  paper  whidi  ha 
SBidorsod  and  recommended  was  sure  to  be  discounted* 
Anxious  to  patronise  young  men,  and  liberal  to  a  faullf 
Mr«  Clinton  lent  his  influence  and  name  to  all  republican 
young  men  in  whose  capacity  he  had  confidence,  andl 
IPihose  habita  he  supposed  to  be  good.  There  were  many 
ftiburaa;  some  chaigeiMa  to  the  misfortunes  incident  !• 
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commercial  life,  and  some  to  miacondact  and  dowuigbl 
knavery.  To  discharge  the  liabilities  thi»  incurred,  Mr. 
Clinton  was  obliged  to  create  large  debts,  which  embar^ 
sassed  and  harrassed  him  during  his  life.  Ammig  the 
imperfections  incident  to  humanity  is  one,  which  however 
odious,  always  has  existed  and  always  will  exist.  It  it 
this: — ^When  your  neighbor  has  conferred  on  you  an  obli«* 
gation  which  you  find  it  impossible  to  repay,  it  weight 
heavy  on  your  mind;  but  if  a  man  quarrels  with  his  boie^ 
&ctor  and  declares  him  to  be  his  enemy,  then  the  vitiated 
and  distorted  mind  of  the  ingrate  feels,  or  affects  to  feely 
that  all  previous  obligations  between  him  and  his  friend 
are  cancelled;  and  he  fancies  that  the  public  no  longer 
-expects  that  he  shall  do  acts  of  kindness  to  one  whom  ha 
has  declared  his  enemy*  Hence  cold  and  calculating 
knaves  will  frequently  seek  a  quarrel  with  the  man  who 
has  done  Ihem  a  kindness  which  they  cannot  or  do  noi 
^h  to  reciprocate,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  absolving 
diemselves,  in  their  own  opinion,  from  the  obligatibn  of 
fepaying  past  favors. 

This  detestable  propensity  in  our  nature,  was  afterwards 
folly  developed  towards  Mr.  Clinton;  and  in  the  progress 
of  our  enquiries  we  shall  see  nearly  the  whole  host  of 
disappointed  office-seekers  and  .bankrupt  makers  of  notes 
irikich  he  had  as  endorser  been  compelled  to  pay,  united 
in  a  most  vindictive  and  exterminating  political  war 
against  him. 

In  any  aspect  therefore,  in  which  the  question  of  the 
policy  of  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Clinton  from  the  political 
Aeatre  of  Washington  can  be  viewed,  his  decision  was 
indiscreet  and  unwise. 

Gen.  Bailey  bad  scarcely  taken  his  seat  in  the  United 
States  senate  when  he  was  appointed  post-master  at  the  city 
of  New- York.  He  therefore  resigned  the  office  of  senator, 
and  the  state  was  now  wholly  unrepresented  in  one*  branck 
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of  the  national  legislature.  Early  in  the  year  1804,  Jacob 
Radcliff  resigned  his  office  as  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
I  am  ignorant  of  his  reasons  for  resigning,  but  from  his 
subsequent  conduct  it  is  very  evident  that  if  he  was  dkh 
gusted  with  the  occupation  of  a  public  station  at  that 
time,  his  taste  for  political  life  revived  with  great  intense- 
ness  not  long  afterwards.  On  the  3d  of  February,  Am<* 
brose  Spencer,  then  attorney  general,  was  elevated  to  Am 
bench  of  the  supreme  court,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa« 
sioned  by  Judge  Radclifi's  resignation,  and  John  Wood* 
Worth  was  appointed  attorney  general. 

All  parties,  and  especially  the  members  of  the  bar, 
highly  venerated  the  talents  and  felt  the  most  profound 
respect  for  the  legal  learning  and  capacity  of  Judge 
Spencer,  but  the  federalists  were  alarmed  lest  his  political 
principles  and  partizan  feelings  should  influence  and  bias  hit 
judicial  conduct.  In  this  they  were  happily  disappointed. 
He  discharged  his  official  duties  not  only  with  great  ability 
but  with  undoubted  integrity  and  rigid  impartiality.  I  may 
as  well  say  in  this  place  as  any  where,  that  although  Jud^ 
Spencer  from  the  commencement  of  his  professional  and 
political  life,  has  at  all  periods  c^  it,  been  an  ardent  and  it 
may  be  added,  at  sometimes  a  violent  partizan,  and  hit 
conduct  as  such,  may  at  times,  have  justly  excited  animad* 
version;  yet  as  a  judge  he  was  always  able,  always  inde- 
pendent, always  impartial  and  always  honest. 

It  is  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence  that  William  W. 
Van  Ness,  then  a  young  lawyer,  and  a  zealous  federalist 
of  Columbia  county,  afterwards  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  was  removed  from  the  office  of  surrogate  of  the 
county  of  Columbia,  for  political  reasons,  by  the  same 
council  at  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Spencer  was  appointed 
a  judge.  Did  either  one  or  the  other  anticipate  what 
would  be  their  official,  social  and  poKttcal  relations  for 
several  years  succeeding  the  year  1818Y    Politicians  likt 
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iftl  Qlhef  mea  are  blind  to  the  future,  and  it  U  periuqp 
irciU  th«kt  they  are  so« 

The  legislature  met  on  the  Slst  day  of  January*  Al 
emnder  Sheldon  of  Montgomery  county,  was  chowsa 
ipeaker,  and  Mr.  Southwick  was  re-elected  clerk*  Am 
mml  the  governor's  speech  was  short,  but  replete  with 
good  sense*  Among  other  things,  he  announced  to  them 
the  recent  amendment  of  the  United  States  constitutioiit 
ftquiriAg  the  presidential  electors  to  designate  the  candi* 
dbtes  Toted  for,  for  president  and  vice-president.  He  ahw 
remmded  the  legislature  that  two  senators  of  the  Unitad 
Sliktes  were  to  be  chosen.  The  two  houses  immediaiely 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  senators,  and  on  the  2d  Febm* 
•ry,  John  Armstrong  and  Jqhn  Smith  were  elected  with^ 
out  much  opposition. 

On  the  16th  February^  the  assembly  chose  a  council  of 
apfKiintment,  consisting  of  John  Broome  from  the  soutV 
srn^  Abraham  Adriance  from  the  middle,  Thomas  Treads 
well  from  the  eastern,  and  Caleb  Hyde  from  the  western 
districts. 

At  Washington,  as  well  as  in  the  state  of  New-Yorl^ 
all  political  confidence  was  withdrawn  from  CoL  Burr^bj 
an  immense  majority  of  the  republican  party,  and  his 
friends  did  not  even  attempt  to  procure  his  uominatiQA 
for  Tioe  president  at  the  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion. The  democratic  party  in  the  nation,  with  great 
unanimity  tnrned  their  attention  to  Gov.  Clinton^  and  he 
was  nominated  without  opposition  from  any  quarteiu 
The  acceptance  of  that  nomination  by  Gov.  C.  rendered  ii, 
neoessary  to  select  some  other  person  as  the  republicaa 
oandidate  for  governor  of  the  state  of  Kew^Yorky  and 
Hen  began  to  cast  about  for  a  suitable  person  to  he  migi- 
ported  for  that  office* 

In  the  mean  time  Mr«  Burr  and  his  friends  were  not  in^ 
aetive.    The  last  annual  election  had  exhibited  so 
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democratic  majority  in  the  state  tiiat  the  federaUpta  had 
not  the  least  hope  of  success  U^  the  electioi^  of  a  go* 
Y^^mot^  if  they  should  attempt  to  support  a  ciiiididate  from 
their  own  party.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Burritet 
Qpnyduded  to  bring  out  their  chief  ii^  opposition  to  Iht 
regular  republican  candidate,  vhoeyef  be  might  bOi-^HA 
th^  c^^d^t  expectation  that  the  fedfsralists  would  gen^ 
rfjlly  <^t  their  votes  for  him*  I  have  before  remarked 
that  this  kmd  of  political  manoeuvering  is  generally  weak 
a^d  in  most  cases  terminates  in  the  prostration  and  ruin 
of  the  actors  in  the  drama.  Col.  Burr's  prospects,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  assume  an  imposing  aspect.  His  repub* 
lican  friends  in  the  city  of  New-York,  though  not  nume- 
rous,, were  talented,  industrious,  active  and  indefatigsbW 
in  their  exertions;  and  in  almost  all  the  counties  in  the 
state  som^  distinguished  republican  declared  tbemaelvet 
ill  his  iavor.  In  Dutchess  and  Orange  counties  he  had 
considerable  strength  among  the  republicans.  In  Orange 
he  had  heretofore  been  a  favorite,  having  been  elected 
(Mice  a  member  of  assembly,  and  afterwards  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  by  the  republicans  of  that  county,  although 
he  resided  in  the  city  of  New- York.  Jonathan  Fiak,: 
George  Gardner,  David  M.  Wescott  and  Peter  Townaend^ 
efficient  and  influential  democrats  of  that  county,  were 
his  zealous  and  active  friends.  Mr,  Burt  of  the  senate 
was  said  to  be  inclined  also  to  support  Col.  Burr.  Gen 
Erastus  Boot  of  Delaware,  the  bold  and  decided  republic 
can  of  1798,  and  a  member  of  congress,  was  his  avowed 
friend.  John  Van  Nesi  Yates  of  Albany,  son  of  the  la*e 
chief  justice,  came  out  in  hie  Iavor.  At  the  west,  Judge 
Annin  of  the  senate,  and  Oliver  Phelps  the  great  eastern 
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iftl  other  meii  are  bliml  to  the  future,  and  |t  U  pediqn 
ireU  that  they  are  so* 

The  l^^latuie  met  on  the  Slat  day  of  January.  Al 
aximder  Sheldon  of  Montgomery  county,  was  choaea 
ipefJcer^  asfd  Mr.  Southwick  was  re-elected  clerk.  Aa 
waal  the  governor's  speech  wns  short,  but  replete  with 
good  sense*  Among  other  things,  he  announced  tc»  them 
thfS  recent  amendment  of  the  United  States  constttution^ 
ftqwing  the  presidential  electors  to  designate  the  candi* 
dbtes  TQled  for,  for  president  and  vice-president.  He  alaa 
reminded  the  legislature  that  two  sena^rs  of  the  United 
Sliktes  were  ta  be  chosen.  The  two  houses  immadiaiely 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  senators,  and  on  the  2d  Febru* 
arjt  John  Armstrong  and  John  Smith  were  elected  witb^ 
mi  much  opposition. 

On  the  16th  February,  the  assembly  chose  a  couadl  of 
aiqpointment,  consisting  of  John  Broome  from  the  soutl^ 
em,  Abraham  Adriance  from  the  middle,  Thomas  Treadr 
well  from  the  eastern,  and  Caleb  Hyde  from  the  western 
districts. 

At  Washington,  as  well  as  in  the  state  of  New^Yorl^ 
all  political  confidence  was  withdrawn  from  Col.  Burr,  by 
an  immense  majority  of  the  republican  party,  and  hip 
friends  did  not  even  attempt  to  procure  his  noniinatiow 
for  vioe  president  at  the  approaching  presidentisJ  elec- 
tion* The  democratic  party  in  the  nation,  with  great 
unanimity  turned  their  attention  to  Gov.  Clinton^  and  he 
was  nominated  without  opposition  from  any  quartets 
The  acceptance  of  that  nomination  by  Gov.  C.  rendered  it 
neeessary  to  select. some  other  person  as  the  republican 
oandidate  for  governor  of  the  state  of  New^York,  and 
laen  began  to  cast  about  for  a  suitable  person  to  be  sup 
ported  for  that  office* 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Burr  and  his  £riends  were  not  in^ 
tetive.    The  last  annual  election  had  exhibited  so  laiji^  « 
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democratic  majority  in  the  s^ate  tiiat  the  federalipta  had 
not  the  least  hope  of  succ^its  iiv  the  election  of  a  go* 
T^^nioir,  if  they  should  attempt  to  0|ipport  a  ciiiididate  iram 
their  pwn  party.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Borritei 
QQi^lided  to  bring  out  their  chief  idi  opposition  to  Iht 
regular  republican  candidate,  vhoevef  be  might  bSi-^HOi 
t^  CQD^dent  expectation  that  tb^  fedisralists  would  gen^ 
r^ily  ^ast  their  votes  for  him.  I  have  before  remarked 
tl^t  this  ki^d  of  political  manceuvering  is  generally  weak 
a^d  in  most  cases  terminates  in  the  prostration  and  mia 
of  the  actors  in  the  drama.  Col.  Burr's  prospects,  how 
eier,  seemed  to  assume  an  imposing  aspect.  His  repub* 
lican  friends  in  the  city  of  New^York,  though  not  nume- 
rous>  were  talented,  industrious,  active  and  indefatigable 
in  their  exertions;  and  in  almost  all  the  counties  in  the 
state  som^  distinguished  republicans  declared  tbemselvee 
in  his  favor.  In  Dutchess  and  Orange  counties  he  had 
considerable  strengdi  among  the  republicans.  In  Orange 
he  had  heretofore  been  a  favorite,  havmg  been  elected 
once  a  member  of  assembly,  and  afterwards  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  by  the  republicans  of  that  county,  although 
he  resided  in  the  city  of  New- York.  Jonathan.  Fiak^ 
George  Gardner,  David  M.  Wescott  and  Peter  Townsend^ 
efficient  and  iniSiuential  democrats  of  that  county,  were 
his  zealous  and  active  friends.  Mr,  Burt  of  the  senafta 
was  said  to  be  inclined  also  to  support  Col.  Burr.  Gen 
Erastus  Boot  of  Delaware,  the  bold  and  decided  republi*- 
can  of  1798,  and  a  member  of  congress,  was  his  avowed 
friend.  John  Van  Nest  Yaies  of  Albany,  son  of  the  late 
cUef  justice,  came  out  in  his  fevor.  At  the  west,  Judge 
Annin  of  the  senate,  and  Oliver  Phelps  the  great  eastern 
land  speculator,  then  living  in  Ontario  county,  announced 
themselves  the  friends  of  Col.  Burr^  and  Peter  B.  Porter 
then  a  young  man  and  clerk  of  Ontario  county,  was  also 
a  Burrite. 
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The  friends  of  Col.  Burr  in  the  legislature,  first  broke 
ground.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Tontine  Coffee 
House  in  Albany,  on  the  18th  of  February,  of  whicli 
William  Tabor,  a  member  of  assembly  from  Dutchess 
county,  was  chairman,  and  Joseph  Arniin  of  the  senate 
was  secretary;  at  which  Col.  Burr  was  nominated  for 
governor.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  how  many 
members  of  the  legislature  were  in  attendance  and  took 
part  in  the  meeting.  Their  numbers,  however,  must  have 
been  very  small.  This  nomination  was  reiterated  at  a 
meeting  held  in  New- York  on  the  20th  of  February,  of 
which  Col.  Marinus  Willet  was  chairman,  and  Ezekiel 
Robins,  secretary.  Shortly  afterwards,  at  a  meeting  of 
dtizens  in  Albany,  the  nomination  of  Burr  for  governor 
was  concurred  in,  and  Oliver  Phelps  of  Ontario  coun- 
ty, was  nominated  for  lieutenant  governor* 

•Previous  to  the  nomination  of  Col.  Burr,  a  legislative 
caucus  of  republican  members  was  held  in  the  assembly 
chamber,  of  which  Ebenezer  Purdy  was  chairman,  and  S. 
Southwick,  secretary,  when  Chancellor  Lansing  was  no- 
minated for  governor,  and  John  Broome  for  lieutenant 
governor.  The  chancellor  in  the  first  instance  accepted 
the  nomination,  but  on  the  I8th  day  of  February  he  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Mr.  Purdy,  the  chairman,  in  which  he 
stated,  that  he  had  reluctantly  accepted  the  nomination,  be- 
cause it  was  represented  to  him  that  his  acceptance  would 
afford  a  point  of  union  calculated  to  promote  and  procure 
the  ascendancy  of  republican  principles,  but  said  he 
^  subsequent  events  have  induced  me  to  believe  that  my 
hopes  on  this  subject  were  too  sanguine."  He  therefore 
declined  to  stand  a  candidate.  What  those  ^*  sub;i€quent: 
events^^  were  to  which  the  chancellor  alluded,!  shall  have 
occasion  to  explain  hereafter.  On  the  20th  of  Februaryi 
another  republican  caucus  was  held,  at  which  Mr.  Purdy 
again  jpresided.     At  this  meetingt  Morgan  Lewis 
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nomittated  for  goremor,  and  Mr*  Broome  was  again  Bomi* 
nated  for  lieutenant  governor.  It  would  seem  that  the 
nomination  of  Chief  Justice  Lewis  was  made  with  some 
reluctance*  At  any  rate  he  was  evidently  not  the  first 
choice  of  the  party.  Probably  some  jealousy  was  then  en- 
tertained of  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Livingston  fami- 
ly. Others  it  is  said,  doubted  his  fitness  and  capacity  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  chief  executive  of  the 
state.  The  declension  however)  of  Chancellor  Lansing, 
was  a  complete  surprise  to  the  party,  and  no  other  person 
on  that  emergency  could  be  fixed  upon.  Mr.  Clmton  was 
quite  young,  and  no  doubt  the  Livingstons,  and  perhaps 
some  others,  began  to  entertaiA  some  jealousy  of  his 
rapidly  increasing  influence  and  power.  Judge  Spencer 
had  so  recently  been  a  decided  and  active  federalist,  that 
it  was  doubtful  whether  all  the  republican  freeholders 
could  be  induced  to  vote  for  him.  The  time  for  delibera 
tion  was  necessarily  short.  In  this  state  of  things  Mr. 
Lewis  was  selected,  and  his  political  friends  three  yean 
afterwards  alledged  that  ^^  bis  nomination  was  caused  by 
fortuitous  circumstances."  An  address,  however,  was 
drawn  up  in  favor  of  his  election,  and  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  four  members.  This  was  certainly  evidence 
of  great  unanimity,  as  that  number  included  all  the  mem^ 
hers  of  both  houses  save  twenty-eight  only.  It  wfll, 
therefore,  be  seen  that,  including  federalists  as  well  as 
Burrites,  their  whole  number  amounted  to  no  more  than 
twenty-eight  out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two* 

At  the  February  term  of  the  supreme  court,  a  cause  was 
argued  which  highly  excited  the  attention  of  the  New- 
York  public,  as  well  from  the  importance  of  the  question 
disputed,  as  the  eminent  standing  and  transcendent  ability 
of  the  council  who  took  part  in  the  argument. 

Harry  Croswell,  the  printer  and  editor  of  a  leading  fed- 
eral paper  called  The  Ballance,  published  at  Hudsony  had- 
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•Itacdffid  Mr.  JeAmoit  whh  gfeat  ^^Teriiy;  the  gf-ktHi 
jury  of  tbift  Gomtktj  of  Columbia  indicted  him  for  a  libe) 
The  dinie  wan  tried  by  Spencer,  attorney  gen^fal,  on  tibe 
part  of  Uka  )ieop^le,  before  chief  justicie  Lewis.  On  thfe 
trial  Mn  Croawel)  <^ered  to  prote  the  truth  of  the  charged 
Qtntaiiied  in  the  Kbe)  set  out  in  the  indictment;  and  the 
court^  in  accordasice  with  the  English  common  law  do«^ 
trine,  rejected  the  evidence.  The  court  further  instmcted 
the  jury  that  the  only  question  for  them  to  decide,  was  th^ 
fact  whether  the  all^d  libel  had  been  published  by  ihfe 
defendant,  and  that  the  question  of  libel  or  ho  libel  Wast6 
be  deteimined  exciusively  by  the  court.  A  motion  was 
made  for  a  new  trial,  and  was  argued  on  the  part  of  Mr« 
Crosweli  by  Wm.  W*  Van  Ness,  Harrison  and  Hamilton. 
Gen«  Hamilton,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  sdd,  excelled  all  hli 
former  efforts^  He  took  a  ^ide  and  entended  range,  and 
shewed  that  the  maxim  ^<  the  greater  the  truth  flie  gre^^ 
the  libel/'  was  of  modern  date  in  England:  that  it  iKrsts  M 
war  with  the  genius  of  all  our  civil  institutions,  and  maiii- 
fiifetly  a  palp«A)]o<ratrage  on  human  rights,  common  jtisfici^ 
afid  even  common  sens^.  The  effect  of  hil?  eloquence  Ih 
itiU  remembered  with  enthusiasm  by  those  who  had  iht 
good  fortune  to  hear  him.  Alas,  that  it  \cas  destined  to  b^ 
the  last  effort,  at  the  scat  of  government  of  this  state,  of 
that  wonderful  man.*  The  court,  however,  did  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  depart  from  what  they  deemed  the  fixed  and 
settled  rule  of  common  law;  but  the  views  presented  by 
Gen.  Hamilton  and  his  associate  council,  made  such  a 


*  A  «orraipoftde«l  of  Ite  Kvniiig  Pwt,  writing  from  Atbany,  aft«r  gfvfag  «# 
aceoiint  of  the  a|N«Lbe«  of  Caine*  and  Spencer  for  Uie  proaeentioB,  and  Wm. W.Vn** 
in*M  And  Hari'ltM  for  the  dHbndam,  eayfc :— "After  all  came  tlie  great,  the  pow* 
ttSixX  HainiUott.  No  lanfoali  can  oanvtr  an  ade^oate  Idea,  of  Utf«  «etmiisMiit 
powers  e?iaGed  by  him.  The  andienct  was  numerous,  and  althoagh  compooed 
oT  tbo»e  not  **  used  to  the  melting  liiood,"  the  eil^ct  produced  on  them  was  elee- 
tric.  *  *  *  A^  a  correct  nrgiunaol  for  a  lawyer  it  was.verf  Imposing,  as  a  pt^ 
found  commentary  upon  the  science  and  piact&ce  of  govommenl  it  has  aetir  kmm 
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ittpreMon  on  the  p«blie  shindy  Ihftt  it  itiotremtiil 
I  MKni  after  made  ill  the  legislature  to  pass  a  iaiiv  all** 
ttoriaing  ik&  truth  to  be  given  in  eTtdeace,  where  th0 
natUf  written  at  printed  was  published  from  good  and 
jnatifiahle  motires,  and  constituting  the  jury  in  this,  as  iii 
all  other  criminal    eases,  judges  of  the  law  as  well  as  the 

A  bUl  for  this  purpose  was  immediately  brought  into 
tbm  assenablj  by  Mr.  James  Emmott,  a  federal  member 
from  the  covnty  of  Dutchess.  By  the  terms  of  this  billi 
S^  drawn  by  Mr.  Ihnmott,  the  law  proposed  was  made 
Ascburatory*  This  phraseology  was  opposed,  as  implyiii|[ 
fhat  sach  was  then  the  common  law,  and  as  containing  • 
astert  censure  on  the  court  which  bad  decided  Uie  eaat 
of  CfosweiL  Other  questions  arose  in  proceeding  on  ^ 
bil^  relatire  to  its  details,  mid  in  consequence  of  thdS0 
disagreements  the  law  of  libels  was  not  changed  during 
thai  session;  but  in  the  following  session,  in  1806,  tha 
subject  was  again  brought  before  the  legislature,  and  an^ 
ad  was  passed  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the  bill 
iatroihiced  by  Mr.  Emmott,  not,  however,  including  thi 
word  ^^  declared?^  Thus  the  law  of  libels  was  placed  cM^ 
atsae  and  correct  foundation,  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  liberty  of  the  press  ^nd  the  protection  of  the  good^ 
aaiae  and  reputaticm  of  every  individual  citiasen.  The 
pmciples  of  this  statute  were  incorporated  in  the  coflstity^ 
tiaa  of  1821 «  But  it  is  time  to  return  t#  the  electicmeer* 
ng  contest* 

Had  I  observed  accurately  the  order  of  ttee,  I  ought 
ta  have  mentioned  that,  after  the  nomination  of  Chancellof 
Lansing,  and  before  he  finally  declined,  and  while  GeA« 
Hamilton  was  in  Albany,  a  consultation  or  caucus  wai 
held  by  the  leading  federaUsts  at  Lewises  city  lavem)  for 
the  purpose  of  comparing  opinions  oa  the  question  wh^cbef 
tha  liaderalitta^  as  a  party^  ought  to  aapport  Col.  Barr 
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They  intended  that  their  deliberations  should  be  secret 
and  confidential;  but  one  or  two  Burrites  were  concealed 
in  a  bed  room  adjoining  the  dining  room  where  the  fede- 
ralists were  assembled,  and  heard  and  reported  what 
passed  in  that  assemblage.  A  correspondent  of  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  under  date  of  the  17th  of  Febniarj, 
writes,  that  ^^  last  night  the  leading  federal  gentlemen  in 
this  place  had  a  meeting  at  the  city  tavern.  Oen.  Hamil- 
ton addressed  the  meeting  with  his  usual  eloquence,  and 
pointed  out  the  expediency  of  the  federal  party's  voting 
for  Chancellor  Lansing,  in  case  they  had  no  candidate  of 
their  own.  The  principal  part  of  his  speech  went  to 
show  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  Mr.  Burr*" 
Notwithstanding  this  opposition  the  great  body  of  the 
federalists  manifested  a  determination  to  cast  their  votes 
for  Burr;  and  Graylord  Griswold,  then  a  member  o{  cont^ 
gress  from  Herkimer  county,  wrote  a  letter  which  wee 
published,  in  which  he  urged  his  friends  to  support  Mr. 
Burr  as  the  only  means  of  breaking  down  the  democratio' 
party,  and  charged  the  opposition  of  Oen.  Hamilton  to 
^^  personal  resentment  towards  Burr."  This  letter  bwe 
date  the  27th  of  February. 

The  contest  terminated  in  the  election  of  Judge  Lewb 
by  a  large  majority;  I  believe  about  eight  thousand. 

Mr.  Burr  undoubtedly  received  a  very  considerable 
number  of  republican  votes;  ne  must  have  failed  in  ccMiie- 
quenee  of  the  defection  of  a  portion  of  the  federal  party. 
No  doubt  many  federalists  entertained  an  honest  opinion 
similar  to  that  expressed  by  Oen.  Hamilton,  that  Mr.  Burr 
was  an  unprincipled  man,  and  that  no  reliance  could  be 
placed  on  him.  They,  therefore,  could  not  reconcile  it 
to  their  consciences  to  yield  their  aid  to  his  support  (at 
the  first  and  most  important  office  in  the  state.  It  is  how- 
ever probable  that  a  larger  portion  of  that  party  had  be-^ 
come  convinced  that  the  federaliatg,  a^  a  party,  had  no 
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prospect  of  gaining  a  permanent  ascendancy  in  the  staiei 
and  especially  in  the  nation;  that,  even  if  Burr  should  be 
successful  at  that  election,  his  triumph  would  be  momen- 
tary, and  they  therefore  seized  the  occasion  of  abandoning 
a  broken  down,  and  as  they  deemed,  a  ruined  party.  The 
result  of  the  canvass  showed,  on  a  comparison  with  the 
senatorial  election  of  1803,  that  the  republican  partv  had 
gained  as  many  recruits  from  the  federal  ranks  as  they 
had  lost  by  the  desertion  of  their  own  friends  who  voted 
for  Mr.  Burr;  and  this  will  generally  be  found  to  be  tke 
consequence  resulting  from  this  weak  and  puerile  policy. 

The  result  of  the  election  for  members  of  the  legislature 
was  also  favorable  to  the  r^ular  republican  party.  In 
the  assembly  that  party  had  a  large  majority.  The  sen^r 
tors  elected  this  year  were  Ebenezer  Furdy  and  Thomas 
Thomas  from  the  southern;  Samuel  Brewster  and  Stephen 
Hogeboom  from  the  middle;  Stephen  Thomas  from  the 
eastern,  and  Jedediah  Peck  and  Henry  Huntmgton  from 
the  westerp  districts;  all  understood  to  belong  to  the  same 
party  who  supported  Mr.  Lewis. 

DAjiisii  D.  Tompkins  was  at  this  election  chosen  a 
member  of  congress  from  the  city  of  New-York. 

14 
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CHAPTER  IX; 

FKOM  MAT  1,  18M,  TO  MAT  1,  um, 

• 

Tfl«  redult  of  the  New-York  election  had  entirely  t>rol^ 
trated  the  political  prospects  of  Col.  Burr.  He  wah  imi^ 
▼ocably  cast  off  from  the  republican  party  in  the  natioi^; 
and  the  event  of  the  contest  in  this  state  had  prbved  th«t 
his  friends  were  not  sufficiently  numerous  when  connected 
with  the  federalists,  or  so  miany  of  them  as  would 
join  his  standard,  to  sustain  him  here.  Should  th^ 
federalists  as  a  party  ever  gain  the  ascendency,  the  pros- 
pect of  which  was  extremely  unpromising,  he  knew  ty 
what  had  recently  occurred,  that  he  would  have  no  hopei 
of  promotion  from  that  party.  His  political  fortnneft 
therefore  seemed  totally  wrecked  and  irretrievably  ruin- 
ed. In  reflecting  upon  the  cause  of  that  rsin,  he  ute 
doubtedly  regarded  Gen.  Hamilton  as  the  principal  agent 
in  effecting  it.  Tf  at  any  time  he  had  expected  the  aid 
of  the  federal  members  of  congress  to  elect  him  president 
in  preference  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  had  there  met  the  oppo* 
aition  of  Mr*  Hamilton;  for  on  that  occasion  Mr.  Bay- 
ard of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Morris  of  Vermont,  two  of  Mr. 
H.'s  friends,  had  given  the  election  to  Mr.  Jefferson.  Im 
the  late  contest,  when  his  political  life  was  at  stake,  the 
same  opponent  had  there  stood  in  his  way;  and  to  his  de- 
nunciation and  great  and  commanding  influence,  Mr.  Burr 
charged  the  defection  and  desertion  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  federalists  from  their  party.  These  considei ations  must 
have  produced  in  the  gloomy  and  despairing  mind  of  Col. 
Burr  a  settled  determination  that  he  woUtd  have  revenge 
--4I  revenge  that  nothing  short  of  the  life  of  Hamikoa 
wauld  satiate.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  account  for  tht 
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tfttd  whkh  took  place  arfter  this  election,  between  Barr  and 
Hamilton,  upon  any  other  principle.  It  is  true,  that  had 
ikt  mswer  df  Gen.  Hamilton  tb  the  "first  communication 
^  Burr  been  more  guarded  and  more  conciliatory  in  its 
«lo&e  and  manner,  it  might  hare  put  Burr  more  clearly  ia 
"Ae  wrong,  and  furnished  positive  and  decisive  evidence 
Hhat  from  the  commencement  he  premeditated  and  deter- 
mined on  a  mortal  contest.  But  he  knew  that  Oen.  Ham* 
ikon  from  his  youth)  had  been  a  military  man,  and  that  he 
was  sensitively  alive  to  his  honor  as  a  soldier;  and  a  care- 
ftH  review  of  the  correspondence  as  it  was  actually  com 
#Qeted,  will  convince  all  candid  men  that  Burr^  when  be 
wrote  the  first  note,  was  resolved  that  the  issue  should  l>e 
nothing  less  than  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties. 

The  ground  on  which  Col.  Burr  founded  his  cause  df 
tiSence  was  purely  technical.  Doct.  Charles  D.  Cooper^ 
who  lived  in  the  family  of  Judge  Tayler  of  Albany,  ani 
married  his  adopted  daughter,  was  warmly  and  actively 
tBgaged  as  a  partisan,  in  the  electioneering  campaign  be 
tween  Burr  and  Lewis. 

While  Hamilton  was  attending  the  supreme  court 
in  tlie  preceding  February  term,  he  had  dined  at  Judge 
lEkylcr's;  and  in  conversation  on  that  occasion,  had  ex* 
pessed  himself  against  the  election  of  Col.  Burr  as  go- 
¥enM>r.  He  spoke  of  Col.  Burr's  political  conduct  ani 
yriBctples  only,  to  which,  on  that,  as  on  all  other  occa* 
•ions,  he  declared  himself  hostile.  Doct.  Cooper  believ* 
ing  that  the  opinions  of  Oi^.  Hamilton  might  have  an 
effect  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Lewis,  wrote  an 
dectioneering  letter  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  lived  in  one  of  the 
<«untry  towns  of  the  county  of  Albany.  I  suppose  in 
the  hasle  with  which  such  letters  are  commonly  wri^ 
ien,  he  slated  that  Gen.  Hamilton  was  openly  an! 
decidedly  opposed  to  Burr,  and  that  Judge  Kent  and 
Ike  Pate)OOB  weie  indifierenit  wd  ootd  tpwards  Vim.    Tint 
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statement  was  in  part  contradicted  by  a  letter  written  by 
Gen.  Schuyler  to  Doct.  Stringer,  chairman  of  the  federal 
committee,  in  which  Gen.  S.  stated  that  Mr.  Hamilton  and 
Judge  Kent  had  not  stated  that  they  were  s^inst  Burr  on 
the  question  as  between  him  and  Lewis;  but  merely  that 
they  preferred  Chancellor  Lansing  to  Col.  Burr.  On  the 
23d  of  April,  Doct.  Cooper  replied  to  Gen.  Schuyler's 
letter,  and  reiterated  the  assertions  contained  in  his  letter 
to  Brown.  He  affirms  that  Hamilton  and  Kent  both  c<m- 
sidered  Burr  ^^  as  a  dangerous  man,  who  ought  not  to  be 
trusted  with  the  reins  of  government,"  and  then  adds  that 
he  ^  could  detail  a  still  more  despicable  opinion,"  whidi 
Hamilton  had  expressed  of  Btrr.  Now  it  is  well  known 
to  those  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  political 
letters  are  written  near  the  morning  of  an  excited  elec- 
tion, that  the  waters  of  those  letters  are  not  very  particu- 
lar in  the  choice  of  words  to  convey  their  ideas.  The 
meaning  of  Doct.  Cooper  undoubtedly  was,  *^  Hamilton 
and  Kent  both  consider  Burr,  politically,  as  a  dangerous 
man  and  unfit  for  the  office  of  governor,  and  Hamilton 
has  expressed  his  opposition  to  Burr's  election  in  terms 
still  more  'decided."  This  every  man  who  read  Cooper's 
letter  understood  to  be  his  real  meaning,  and  in  this  way 
Col.  Burr  must  have  understood  it.  He  chose,  however, 
to  iiMten  on  the  word  ^^  desficahle^^  and  consider  that,  as 
perhaps  it  technically  was,  offensive.  In  his  first  note  to 
Gen.  Hamilton,  he  without  preiace  demands  of  him  ^  a 
prompt  and  unqualified  acknowledgment  or  denial  of 
having  said  any  thing  which  warranted  such  an  expres- 
sion." This  note  bore  date  the  l&h  July.  On  the  SOth 
Gen.  Hamilton  replied,  declining  an  express  admission  or 
denial,  alleging  that  the  charge  was  too  vague  and  inde* 
finite;  and  denying  the  right  of  Col.  Burr  to  interrogate 
him  as  to  what  he  had  said;  but  declaring  his  readiness  to 
avow  or  deny  any  declarations  which  Col.  Burr  would 


r 


IdlM.]  oFmcw-TotBX.  218 

qpeeifically  point  out  He  eoneludes  by  sayiBg  ^^  I  trust 
on  further  r^eetion  you  will  see  the  matter  in  the  same 
light  with  me.  If  not,  I  can  only  regret  the  circumstance 
and  must  abide  the  amsequencesJ^  Now,  withtlut  being 
learned  in  the  law  of  duelling,  it  strikes  me  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  might,  without  degrading  himself,  have  stated 
that  he  had  made  no  declarations  in  presence  of  Dr* 
Cooper,  impeaching  Col.  Burr's  private  character  or  his 
honor  as  a  gentleman,  but  that  his  remarks  were  entirely 
of  a  political  nature,  and  thus  to  have  invited  Col.  Bunr 
to  specify. 

The  reply  of  Col.  Burr  was  acrid  and  offensive.  After 
Oen.  Hamilton  had  replied  to  the  second  letter  of  Col. 
Burr,  he  put  bto  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pendleton,  (his  friend,) 
a  paper  to  be  communicated  to  Col.  Bdrr,  in  which  he 
stated,  that  in  answer  to  a  letter  properly  adapted  to  obtain 
from  him  a  declaration  whether  he  had  charged  Col.  Burr 
with  any  particular  mstance  of  dishonorable  conduct  or 
had  impeached  his  private  character,  either  m  the  conver- 
sation alluded  to  by  Doct.  Cooper,  or  in  any  other  partie 
alar  instance  to  be  specified^  he  would  be  able  to  answer, 
consistently  with  his  honor  and  the  truth,  ^^  that  the 
conversaticm,  to  which  Doct.  Cooper  alluded,  turned 
wholly  on  political  topics  and  did  not  attribute  to  Col. 
Burr  any  instance  of  dishonorable  conduct,  nor  relate 
to  his  private  character;  and  in  relation  to  any  other  Ian 
guage  or  conversation  of  Oen.  Hamilton,  which  Col.  Burr 
will  specify,  a  prompt  and  frank  avowal  or  denial  will  be 
given. ^'  This  declaration,  it  appears  to  me,  entirely  re- 
moved  the  cause  of  the  alleged  offence,  and  had  not  CoL 
Burr  been  determined  on  a  combat,  which  in  all  probability 
would  be  fatal  to  one  of  the  parties,  would  have  put  an 
end  to  the  controversy.  Col.  Burr,  however,  declared 
that  he  considered  this  proposition  '^  a  mere  evasion,"  and 
persisted  in  his  demand  for  satisfaction.     Any  person  de- 
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ttTot»  of  examiBiiig  the  whole  corre9peii4{mce  will  find  U 
hi  8  Ikms's  Burtj  296  to  316.  It  was  cM^iKled^  on  the 
psrt  of  Col.  Burr,  by  his  friend  and  second  |Wm^  P*  Yaft 
liefli^  a&d  with  his  usual  si^erior  ability.  JinlgtBg  from 
the  style  I  aheuM  think  the  two  notcaaigned  by  Mr«  Bwr 
lN»e  also  written  by  Mr.  VaJi  Nesa.  How  fiur  Ihe  darik 
asd  malignant  spiiit  of  that  talented  man  wmlJ  ha^e  aided 
in  producing  this  melandioly  affiar  m^jand  always  will 
remain,  unknown.  The  issue  of  the  coiv^ondence^  Aff 
meting  and  its  mekncholy  and  fatal  eonsequeneeayaia 
to6  well  known  to  require  to  be  repeated.* 

The  recollection  of  G^  Hamilton's  revolutioaary  aervi- 
cea-^his  transcendent  talents-^lds  private  worth — the 
amiable  frankness  of  his  nature,  and  the  integrity  of  hia 
heart,  connected  with  his  sudden,  unexpeeted  and  ▼iolenl 
death,  produced  a  sensation  among  all  rsaks  of  society^ 
and  all  parties  in  New-York,  more  unirersal  than  was  ever 
before,  or  has  since  been  excited.  The  lamentations 
for  Hamilton  had  the  effect  of  politically  sinking  Col.  Burr 
below  that  ^^  lowest  deep  "  m  which  the  last  election  had 
cast  him.  From  the  moment  Hamilton  fell,  Burr  was 
politically  as  dead  as  he  now  is  naturally. 

By  the  retirement  of  Gov  Jay  and  the  death  of  Oen* 
Hamilton,  the  federalists  of  New-York  were  lefl  without 
any  acknowledged  leader. 

Gov*  Lewis  conyened  the  council  of  appointment  im- 
mediately after  bis  inauguration*  His  election  to  the 
office  of  governor  had  left  a  vacancy  on  the  supreme 
eourt  bench.  Judge  Kent  wks  promoted  to  the  office  of 
chief  justice  and  Daniel  Jj  Tampkbis  was  appointed  a 
judge.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment  he  must  have  been 
about  thirty  years  old.     It  is  somewhat  singular  that  ao 

*  I  htve  it  from  DaqaMticnable  aatbority  4hiit  Col.  Swanwooty  on  the  aonlm 
of  the  duel,  called  oa  Col.  Borr  and  found  him  in  a  »9vnd  $Uep. 
Ifhat  Bnn  waa  a  man  of  gtnat  penoaal  oounge  theM  can  be  nodooM. 


1894]  W  9KW-Y0KX.  ^}^ 

yoniig  1^  fwx  sbptdd  hare  b^en  appointed  to  an  o6Scj&  m 
)i^Iy  Lmpprlant;  but  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  sepi(^ 
mtOipeTS  of  the  bai)  whose  age  and  talents  bad  enable*^ 
iyi^  iff  fcquir^  any  considerable  reputation,  were  nearly 
a^  fpfdeiralistsj  apd  ijt  was  not  and  is  not  the  fashion  1^ 
confer  important  office^  on  political  opponent3*  Mt« 
TooyilfW  yf»9  a  yo.ui^  man  of  l]air  rpputation^  and  ex- 
ceedingly pn^possessi^g  and  popular  manners.  He  l^a4 
lively  bi^f  n  elected  a  member  of  congress  from  the  city  of 
^ew-YorJf:,  a  circumstance  which,  considering  his  youtl^ 
afforded  evidence  of  the  high  opinion  which  those  who 
knew  him  best  had  formed  of  him.  On  the  same  day  tbfi 
CQuncil  remov<ed  Peter  B.  Porter  from  the  office  qf  clerj^ 
9f  the  county  of  Ontario,  probably  on  account  of  his  s^fr: 
port  of  Col.  Burr  for  governor,  and  appointed  a  inan  ^j 
tt^e  name  of  Tiffany  in  his  place. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  Maturin  Livingston,  thf 
]|irother-in-law  ot  Gov.  Lewis,  was  appointed  recorder  of 
New-York.  If  we  are  to  believe  the  federal  newspaper^! 
this  appointment  was  not  well  received.  The  manners  9f 
Mr.  Livingston,  they  alleged,  were  extremely  unpopuli^r. 
He  had  not  been  distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  and  h^  wiifi 
known  to  be  more  devoted  to  pleasurable  amusements  thi^ 
to  business.  It  was  also  alleged  that  his  connexion  wjt)i 
the  governor,  and  not  his  personal  merit  or  fitness  for.  th^ 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  had  caused  hi^ 
appointment. 

The  legislature  assembled  in  November  for  the  choioe 
of  presidential  electors*  Alexander  Sheldon  was  agajp 
<}bo8en  q>eaker.  The  governor,  in  his  speech,  amoi||; 
other  things,  informed  the  legislature  of  the  resignation  of 
.Gen«  Annstrong  as  United  States  senator,  in  consequence 
of  bis  appointment  as  American  minister  to  France.  Tl(e 
legislature,  after  appointing  electors,  chose  Dr.  Samuifl 
L*  Mitchell  as  the  successor  of  Gen.  Armstrong.    Doqt 


216  fOLITICAL    BISTORT  [Ir}l>5. 

Mitchell  was  a  learned  man,  and  had  read  much*  He 
was  perfectly  honest  and  sincere,  but  almost  ridiculously 
vain.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  books,  but  knew  lit- 
tle of  men.  He  supported  the  republican  party  because 
Mr.  Jefferson  was  its  leader,  and  he  supported  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son because  he  was  a  philosopher. 

Very  little  else  was  done  at  this  session  except  chooang 
a  senator  in  congress,  and  electors  for  president. 

Upon  the  canvass  of  the  presidential  votes  given  in  the 
nation,  it  appeared  that  out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy* 
six,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  George  Clinton  received  them  all, 
save  fourteen  which. were  given  for  Mr.  Pinckney  of 
South  Carolina  and  Mr.  King  of  New-York.  From  this 
canvass  may  be  seen  the  prodigious  increase  of  strength 
of  the  republican  party  within  a  very  few  years. 

On  the  22nd  January,  1806,  the  legislature  again  met 
It  is  creditable  to  Gov.  Lewis  that  on  the  6th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary he  sent  an  excellent  and  special  message  to  the 
legislature,  in  which  he  strongly  urged  the  importance  of 
encouraging  education,  and  especially  of  elevating  the 
character  and  increasing  the  capacity  for  usefulness  of 
common  schools.  He  stated  t^at  the  lands  still  owned  by 
the  state  amounted  to  one  and  an  half  millions  of  acres, 
and  he  urged  the  appropriation  of  those  lands  to  the  exclu- 
sive purpose  of  promoting  education,  and  chiefly  in  aid  of 
common  schools. 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  a  bill  was  brought 
into  the  legislature,  which  became  a  law  on  the  2nd  of 
April,  by  which  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  first  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  which  should  be  sold,  should  be 
appropriated  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools.  The  money  paid  for  the  sale  of  these  lands 
was  required  to  be  loaned  out  on  bond  and  mortgage  by 
the  comptroller,  together  with  the  interest,  as  from  time 
to  time  it  should  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  until  the  priiH 


216  ^LITICAL    HISTORY  [18^)5. 


.-•.  (       .        I  •      ;    .       ■'     '       I  »•    S'  :■•  I;.  ■   ."I   .  • 


.% 


216 


^LinCAL    HI8TOBT 


[imr>. 


I  I  .  1     M.  1        .^g^       tTa 


:;i^:^^F:■s^fc..■^^^  :r,:i'^^ri:^ 


r  ^.rhfi<>i.r /.iffi  N  r. 


1805.]  OF    NEW-TORS.  217 

cipal  sum  should  be  sufficient  to  produce  an  interest  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  annually ,  when  the  interest  was  to 
be  annually  distributed  among  the  schools.  This  may  be 
said  to  be  the  commencement  of  the  school  fund. 

Judge  Hobert  died  this  year  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven, 
leaving  vacant  the  office  of  district  judge  for  the  state  of 
New- York.  Upon  his  death,  Brockholst  Livingston  was 
appointed  his  successor,  but  he  declined  to  accept  the 
office*  The  vacancy  was  eventually  supplied  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Matthias  B.  Talmadge,  who  probably  owed 
his  selection  to  the  influence  of  the  vice-president,  Clinton, 
with  whom  he  was  connected  by  marriage.  This  appoint- 
ment was  an  unfortunate  one.  Judge  Talmadge  never 
had  been  distinguished  for  his  legal  attainments,  and  he 
was  rather  indisposed  to  laborious  application  to  business 
These  circumstances,  together  with  the  bodily  indisposi* 
tion  with  which  he  was  affected  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment, rendered  him  almost*  useless  as  a  public  officer* 
The  consequence  was,  that  not  many  years  afterwards  the 
state  of  New-York  was  divided  into  two  districts,  northern 
and  southern,  and  William  P.  Van  Ness  was  appointed 
judge  of  the  southern  district.  From  this  time  Judge  • 
Talmadge  performed  very  little  service,  although  he  con- 
tinued to  receive  his  salary  until  his  death,  which  happened 
about  the  year  1820. 

In  the  assembly  this  year,  the  number  of  federal  mem- 
bers was  less  than  thirty,  but  they  had  for  their  leader 
William  W.  Van  Ness  from  Columbia  county,  a  young  law- 
yer possessing  talents  of  high  promise.  He  was  a  man 
naturally  persuasive  and  eloquent,  of  fine  intellectual 
powers,  ardent  and  warm  in  his  pursuits,  ambitious  and 
fond  of  distinction,  extremely  pleasing  and  fascinating  in 
his  address,  both  in  public  life  and  in  his  social  intercourse; 
with  a  lively  fancy  and  most  brilliant  wit;  his  conversJi- 
tional  powers  exceeded  those  of*aImost  any  other  man  I 
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^y^r  ^w.  He  wag  ipnd  of  pleasure  and  sensual  u^4h]1~ 
gence,  and  hlfs  been  charged  with  being  lax  in  his  moml 
principles;  but  if  this  were  80|  he  certainly  was  a  man 
who  possessed  much  of  the  milk  of  human  kindnesS|  was 
fgcdent  aAd  frequently  disinterested  in  his  friendships,  and 
jbiumane  and  benevolent  in  his  feelings.  With  these  quali- 
tieS}  at  tjhe  h^ad  of  his  Uttle  party,  Mr.  Van  Ness  i^atje 
his  influeipice  and  power  considerably  felt  in  the  legislar 
ture  aiiid  i^n  the  st^te. 

Obadiah  German  of  Chenango  county,  although  unedu- 
cated was  a  bold  and  resolute  man,  of  great  native  intel" 
^ectual  strength  and  vigor.  He  may  be  said  to  hav^  stoojl 
at  the  head  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  assembly  duriz]^ 
this  session. 

1(1  the  early  part  of  the  winter  session  thp  assembly 
chose  for  the  council  of  appointment,  John  Schenck  of  the 
SQuthem,  Joshua  H.  Brett  of  the  middle,  Jedediah  Pec)c 
of  the  western,  and  Stephen  Thorn  of  the  eastern  dis- 
tricts. 

Previous  to  the  chartering  of  the  State  Bank  in  1803, 
a  company  of  gentlemen,  principally  merchants  in  New- 
York,  had  associated  by  articles  of  partnership,  said  to 
have  been  drawn  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  as  a  joint  stock 
company,  under  the  name  of  the  president,  directors 
and  company  of  the  Merchants  Bank.  A  similar  com- 
pany was  .formed  in  Albany  about  the  same  tiine,  called 
the  ^^  Mercantile  Company."  When  the  Slate  Bank 
tompany  was  chartered,  the  Merchant's  Bank  company 
also  applied  for  the  like  grant,  and  it  is  said,  that  some 
ot  the  persons  interested  in  the  State  Bank,  promis- 
ed these  applicants  their  support;  but  the  question  having 
been  taken  on  the  State  Bank  charter,  and  the  bill  incor- 
porating that  bank  having  passed  into  a  law,  the  State 
Bank  now  opposed  them,  and  the  application  of  the 
Merchant's  Bank  company,  was  unsuccessful.     In  1804, 
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lae  company  again  applied  and  were  ag^in  unauccesa- 
fill*  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  those  'interested  in  the 
Ifanhattan  company,  which  had  then  become  a  favorite 
cq^licaii  institution,  were  very  active  in  reststing  the 
aj»pIication  of  this  association  of  merchants. 

The  legislature  of  1801,  did  not  ccotent  theqiselyef 
by  merely  refusing  to  grant  a  charter  tp  this  companyi^ 
bttt  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  they  passed  an  act  re- 
straining banking  by  all  unincorporated  companies  under 
severe  penalties,  and  declaring  all  notes  or  pther  secu- 
rities for  the  payment  of  money  to  such  unincorporated 
companies  absolutely  void;  but  they  by  this  act  provid- 
ed that  the  Mercantile  company  in  Albany,  and  the 
Merchant's  Bank  in  New- York  should  have  until  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May,  1805,  to  close  their  concerns.  If 
after  that  day,  they  attempted  to  transact  banking  bus4r 
aesa  they  were  to  be  subjected  to  aM  the  penaltiea  of 
other  unchartered  companies. 

The  Merchant's  Bank  company  at  the  session  of  l80Gi| 
made  another  great  and  vigorous  e£fort  to  obtain  a  char- 
ter. It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  detail  the  facts  in  re- 
lation to  this  application,  further  than  to  state,  that  it  was 
originally  opposed  by  the  American  Citizen  and  Albany 
Register,  on  party  grounds,  hot  because  the  chartering  of 
this  bank  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  but 
because  the  applicants  were  principally  federalists.  Event- 
ually, it  is  true,  it  appeared  that  the  company  did  resort  to 
vile  and  corrupt  means  to  obtain  their  ends.  It  was  proved 
that  several  members  of  the  legislature  had  been  tampered 
with,  and  Juc)ge  Purdy,  who  introduced  in  the  senate  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  finally  was  compelled 
to  resign  his  seat  to  avoid  expulsion  for  bribery.  Mr. 
Maturin  Livingston  was  sent  to  Albany  by  the  republi- 
cans of  New-York,  to  oppose  the  charter;  but  in  two 
days  after  his  anival  in  Albany,  changed  his  position  an(} 
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became  its  ardent  supporter.  Gov.  Lewis  was  in  favor 
of  incorporating  the  company.  His  reasons,  as  he  stated 
them,  were,  that  the  company  had  commenced  banking 
when  by  law  they  had  a  right  so  to  do,  that  under  the 
faith  of  the  existing  law  they  had  invested  a  large  capital, 
had  erected  buildings  and  incurred  other  expenses,  and 
that  inasmuch  as  the  exercise  of  banking  powers  by  the 
company,  would  not,  in  his  judgment,  be  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest,  the  legislature  upon  principles  of  com- 
mon justice  ought  to  charter  the  company  or  so  modify 
the  restraining  law  as  to  render  it  inapplicable  to  them. 
No  one,  I  believe,  ever  charged  Mr.  Lewis  with  acting 
from  corrupt  motives.  His  reasons,  in  the  abstract,  and 
aside  from  the  improper  conduct  of  the  applicants,  ap- 
m^ss  to  me  sound  and  satisfactory;  and  yet  there  can  be 
iro  doubt  the£lhe  opposition  to  him  which  was  led  on  by 
Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer,  was  originally,  certainly 
it  was  ostensibly,  founded  upon  his  declarations  in  favor 
of  this  bank,  an  opposition  which  ultimately  resulted  in 
his  political  ruin  at  least  for  the  time  then  being. 

The  Merchant's  Bank  charter  finally  passed  both  houses 
by  a  considerable  majority,  but  in  the  council  of  revision 
Judge  Spencer  zealously  protested  and  published  his  pro- 
test against  the  passage  of  the  bill;  he  founded  his  protest 
on  two  grounds: 

First,  because  the  public  interest  did  not  require  an  in- 
crease of  banks  or  banking  capital  in  New- York.* 

Second,  because  the  passage  of  the  bill  through  one,  if 
not  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  was  procured  by 
bribery  and  corruption.  In  illustration  of  this  position, 
among  other  allegations  he  stated  that,  in  the  senate  the 
bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  to  twelve,  that  Ebene- 
zer  Purdy  was  bribed,  that  he  constituted  one  of  the  four^ 

*  There  was  tlMn  only  Uie  New-York  Ba»%  ud  Uie  MatthatUud  Buk  <b  tki 
fteat  city  of  New- York. 
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teen,  and  if  he  had  voted  in  the  negative  the  bill  would 
have  been  rejected.  But  the  bill,  notwithstanding,  was 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  council  of  revision,  con- 
sisting of  Lewis,  Kent,  B.  Livingston,  Lansing  and 
Thompson,  and  became  a  law.  No  doubt,  that  during 
(his  session,  considerable  dissatisfaction  was  felt  by  the 
republican  members  of  the  legislature  with  Gov.  Lewis, 
which  was  encouraged  by  the  immediate  friends  of  Messrs. 
Clinton  and  Spencer,  but  no  open  outbreak  ensued,  and 
the  legislature  adjourned  at  the  usual  time,  without  trans- 
acting any  important  business,  unless  the  chartering  of  a 
third  bank  in  New- York  can  be  deemed  important. 

Mr.  Broome  having  been  chosen  lieutenant  governor, 
Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  nominated  from  the  southern 
district  to  supply  his  place,  and  Mr.  L'Hommedieu's  term 
of  service  having  expired,  he  also  was  nominated  for  a 
re-election  from  the  same  district. 

In  the  address  of  the  meeting  which  nominated  these, 
gentlemen,  of  which  Gen.  Bailey  was  chairman,  they  say 
that  they  have  selected  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  L'Homme- 
dieu  as  their  candidates  because  the  proceedings  of  the  le- 
gislature in  chartering  the  Merchant's  Bank^  have  greatly 
alarmed  them,  and  they  charge  the  members  at  the  last 
session  directly  with  corruption.  They  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  their  republican  brethren  in  the  country  as 
being  inattentive  to  their  feelings  and  interest.  "  A  new 
bank,"  say  they,  '^  has  been  created  in  our  city,  and  its 
charter  granted  to  political  enemies."  Absurd!  as  if  men 
who  happened  to  be  federalists  ought  to  be  deprived  of 
the  right  of  using  their  money  for  banking  purposes. 

There  was  a  division  in  the  republican  party  in  respect 
to  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  senate  from  the  eastern 
district.  Joseph  C.  Yates,  afterwards  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  and  governor  of  the  state,  hail  been 
nominated  by  the  republicans  of  Schenectady,  but 
Mr  Quaekenboss  was  nominated  and  supported  hv  *hr 
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Alboinians.  Th«  Albahy  Register  contended  that  lh« 
t)6niination  of  Mr.  Yates  ivas  spurious,  and  that  Mr, 
QuackenboiA  was  the  true  republican  candidate.  That  pa- 
per had  a  commanding  influence  among  the  republicans 
df  the  district,  and  it  alleged,  and  probably  truly,  thilt  a 
large  majority  6t  the  democratic  rotes  were  cast  for 
Quackenboss,  and  that  the  federalists  generally  Toted  for 
Yates. 

The  senators  elected  this  year  from  the  southern  distriel 
Were,  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Ezra  L^Hommedieu,  from  the 
tniddle,  Peter  C.  Adams  ami  James  6.  Graham,  from  the 
eastern,  Joseph  C.  Yates,  Adam  Comstock  and  John 
Veeder,  and  from  the  western  Nathaniel  Locke  and  John 
Nicholas. 

In  the  assembly,  there  was  as  usual  a  large  majority  df 
democratic  members  returned.  It  does  not  appear  that  either 
the  selection  of  candidates  or  the  election  of  members,  turn- 
ed upon  the  pre^lilection  for  or  opposition  to  the  continued 
l^ipport  of  Mr.  Lewis  as  the  republican  candidate  for  go^ 
y^mor.  No  doubt,  the  war  which  broke  out  in  the  sno- 
ceeding  winter  femong  the  members  of  the  democratic 
imrty,  was  foreseen  by  the  leaders  of  both  sections  of  the 
tepublicans,  but  they  probably  perceived  that  the  public 
mind  was  not  then  ripe  for  an  open  and  public  declaration 
«f  hostilities. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

nOU  MAT  1,  1801,  TO  MAT  1,  imL 

AiloNG  the  charges  made  by  the  r^pdblican  against  th^ 
iedei^l  party,  perhaps  the  most  prominent  one,  and  that 
which  had  caused  the  greatest  popular  odiam  to  attach 
Itielf  to  the  latter  party,  was,  that  they  were  not  only 
Ihvbfable  to  the  principles  of  the  British,  but  were  in  fact 
partial  to  that  nation.  Two  circumstances  had  affordied 
some  countenance  to  this  accusation.  The  one  was, 
that  in  all  previous  disputes  between  tiiis  government  and 
6reat  Britain,  in  which  the  British  charged  the  Americ^ix 
j^oternment  with  extending  undue  favors  to  the  French^  ' 
With  whom  the  English  were  at  ^ar,  and  in  all  controVer* 
sies  which  had  arisen  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the§e 
belfigerents,  the  federalists  had  generally  taken  sidel 
against  the  French  and  in  favor  of  the  British.  The  other 
tirc'uinstance  to  which  I  allude  was,  that  in  point  of  fact 
many  more  of  the  tories  of  the  revolution  had  attached 
themselves  to  the  federalists  than  to  the  republicans.  This 
Veing  the  state  of  things,  the  federalists  of  Albany,  in  my 
To^dgment,  committed,  previous  to  the  celebration  of  Ame- 
iriCan  Independence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  a  capital  error. 
Th^  common  council  of  that  city,  a  majority  of  whom 
"were  federal,  passed  a  resolution  that  the  Declaration  of 
ftfdepeiidence  should  not  be  read  as  a  part  of  the  perform- 
tteces  of  the  day.  The  alleofed  reason  for  passing  the 
ircflolntion  was,  that  the  reading  of  ♦^**  *i'-*!o-of;An  fand^^A* 
to  perpetuate  prejudices  and  hostile  feelings  against  the 
British  nation,  when  the  causes  6f  hostility  had  long  since 
ceased  to  exist.  I  might  remark  that  the  reading  of  that 
document  ought  not,  and  among  an  intelligent  people  ii 
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Will  not,  have  that  effect.  True,  it  points  out  in  bold 
relief  the  causes  of  the  revolutionary  war,  which  it  charges 
to  improper  acts  of  the  British  government,  but  that  same 
instrument  concludes  with  the  solemn  declaration  that  we 
will  regard  that  nation  as  ^^  enemies  in  war,  in  peace, 
FKXENDS."  Why,  then,  should  its  reading  perpetuate 
prejudices  1  But,  without  discussing  or  deciding  in  the 
abstract  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  resolution,  it  strikea 
me,  that  as  a  party  movement,  it  was  extremely  impolitic. 
It  seemed  to  sustain  and  strengthen  the  allegation  that  the 
federalists,  as  a  party,  were  partial  to  Great  Britain,  or 
that  they  disapproved  of  the  liberal  and  just  sentimentu 
contained  in  that  document,  or  both. 

No  man  will  deny  but  that  the  fedcralbts,  as  a  body, 
were  as  sincerely  and  as  warmly  attached  to  this  country 
and  its  civil  institutio9S,  as  any  other  body  of  men;  and 
yet,  by  little  errors,  such  as  the  one  I  have  mentioned 
more  probably,  than  from  erroneous  opinions  as  to  the 
great  measures  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  state 
and  nation,  were  they  kept  out  of  power. 

Not  long  after  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  the 
American  Citizen  and  Albany  Register  began  openly  to 
take  ground  against  Governor  Lewis,  and  those  republi- 
cans who  were  known  to  be  friendly  to  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  newspaper  printed  in  Poughkeepsie  and 
edited  by  Mr.  Isaac  Mitchell,  called  the  Poughkeepsie 
Journal,  and  supposed  to  be  influenced  by  Doct.  Tillotson, 
the  secretary  of  state,  assailed  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge 
Spencer  with  much  bitterness.  In  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer, the  Morning  Chronicle,  the  Burr  paper  in  New-York| 
was  discontinued;  and  it  was  alleged  that  it  was  joined 
with  the  Journal,  and  that  thereupon  a  new  paper  wii» 
issued  entitled  ^^  The  Poughkeepsie  Barometer." 

A  republican  paper  called  the  Plebian,  printed  in  Ul- 
ster county  under  the  management  of  Jesse  Buel,  Esq.y 


afterwttrdft  «iKtor  of  the  Albany  Aigi»,  and  i  state  pfk^wri 
^«MBe  oat  in  fevor  of  Oov..Lewi8^  and  of  conrae  igMsat 
tfr. 'Clinton  and  his  friends.  In  thifi  eontcoTeny  it  km^ 
I'betieTe,  generally  been  conceded  that  Mr.  Clinton  wmB 
3|fae:Btmhttt.  It  has,  8t  nny  rate,  never  to  my  knowledge 
been  pretended  that  Gov.  Lewis  manifested  myhattil^ 
io'ifr.  C.  or  his  friends  until  they  attacked  Urn. 

Was  there  a  snfficient  caase^  or  were  there  any  goodfmb^ 
ific  Teasons,  wiiy  Mr.  Clinton  should  have  made  vnBT'^qin 
'Ckaarwliewis  1    Had  he  done  any  act  injurious  to  J^K^aJtetef 
'«er  even  $0  the  republican  party  as  such t    I  footffess^l 
ihflfve  looked  in  vain  for  such  cause,  or  such  act. .   Certain|y 
the- aimple  declaration  of  Gov.  Lewis  that  the  MeDohaals 
Bank  company  ought  cither  to  be  chartered,or  toJwpMr- 
'mitked  to  exercise  those  rights,  which  by  the  law  ^  the 
land  they  had  a  right  to  exercise  when  they  invested  4h«ir 
anoney,  was  not  a  good  cause  for  denomoi&g  ihim.    To 
^wage  war. upon :a  public  agent,  who  is  discharging > to 
'flottea  ^wisely  and  faithfully,  merely  for  the  purpose  :of 
^^gatliiig  hira  out  of  the  way  and  getting  I^s  place,  under 
»tteYjirelenoe  that  you  are  acting  for  the  good  of  a  partgri 
i^riien  no  single  act  is  designated  showing  that  Iw  has 
abandoned  the  principles  of  that  party,  ianot  patriotiam: 
*it  4b  jaoobinic  proscription.     Mr.  Clinton  himself  after- 
'warda -suffered  severely:  bitterly  indeed  did  he  suffer,  by 
Ibe  same  course  of  conduct,  pursued  against  himsfilf. 
'Air.  Clinton  may  have  thought,   he  probably  did  think, 
Cbvernor  Lewis  was  personally  unsuitable,  and,  if  ymi 
pleaae,  tii^t  to  discharge  the  duties  of  gevevnor  of  this 
ftftate.    Bat,  if  he  thought  so,  he  should  have  said  so,  and 
wade  thai  the  ground  of  complaint  against  him.    But 
milead  «)f  ^this,  he  charged  him' with  bad  faith  to  the  re- 
publican party,  and  made  war,  notonfytm  him,  bat  on 
4ll''0ther8  who  manifested  a  disposition  ^to  aapport  him. 
C»^  ^gakMdia 'Mmerical  m^oritiy  of '4he  rqpuUiaan 
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members  of  the  legislature,  he  proceeded  without  caoM^ 
(for  nothing  which  may  be  called  a  cause  was  assigned  in 
the  address  subsequently  published  by  Mr.  Clinton  and 
his  friends,)  to  excommunicate  Gov.  Lewis  from  the  re- 
publican church.  Did  not  personal  considerations!  m 
fome  degree^  influence  Mr.  Clinton's  conduct  1  Did  it 
not  occur  to  him  that  if  Gov.  Lewis  and  the  powerfid 
family  of  the  Livingstons  were  exiled  from  the  republican 
party)  his  power,  as  the  sole  head  of  that  party  in  the 
great  state  of  New- York,  would  be  immensely  increased  t 
Much  as  I  esteem  and  venerate  the  man,  in  this  I  disap- 
prove of  his  conduct.  The  only  legitimate  ground  upon 
which  parties  can  be  organized,  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  measures.  All  other  party  organizations  are  mere 
combinations  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  to  the  injury  of  the 
many. 

During  the  summer  of  1806  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  friends 
were  not  inactive.  They  foresaw  that  Mr..LewtS|  in 
connection  with  the  Livingston  family,  would  be  able  to 
detach  a  very  considerable  number  from  the  democratic 
party,  and  if  such  detachment  should  be  joined  by  the 
federalists,  serious  apprehensions  were  entertamed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  result  of  the  contest. 

The  duel  with  Hamilton,  and  its  lamented  termination^ 
had,  in  connection  with  the  political  sins  of  Col.  Burr, 
entirely  annihilated  him  as  a  politician.  There  were^ 
however,  a  number  of  men  in  New-York|  as  well  as  in 
several  other  counties  in  the  state,  acti^  e,  ardent  and  influ* 
ential,  who  had  supported  Burr,  and  in  consequence  of 
tfiat  support  were  put  in  Coventry  by  the  republican  party. 
Among  the  most  active  of  the  Burrite  faction  in  the  state, 
were  Col.  John  Swartwout,  Matthew  L.  Davi|»,  Peter  Ir- 
ving and  Ezekiel  Robins, 

,  What  part  would  this  band  of  men  take  in  the  comiag 
eontest  1    Their  chief  had  teen  pitted  against  Gov.  Levis 
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and  been  beaten.  Col*  Burr,  tbey  believed,  had  been 
proscribed  by  the  republican  party  in  consequence  of  his 
accepting  aid  from  the  federal  party,  and  his  supposed 
connection  with  ihem*  Was  it  not  natural,  that  the  Buri^ 
ites  should,  feel  inclined  to  prostrate  Mr.  Lewis  by  th« 
lame  means  with  which  they  believed  he  had  overcome 
Mr.  Burr  1  Should  the  Burrites  be  influenced  by  these 
considerations,. then  Mr.  Clinton  might  reasonably  calcti* 
late  OB  a  reinforcement  from  their  ranks  which  might,  in 
part  or  whole,  supply  the  loss  which  would  be  sustained 
by  the  desertion  of  the  Livingston  family  and  their  friends. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  Mr.  Clinton  reasoned  some- 
thing in  this  way,  for  although  there  are  various  and 
contradictory  statements,  it  is  very  certain  that  m  the 
autumn  of  1805  Mr.  C.'s  friends,  and  indeed  Mr.  Clinton 
himself,  were  in  communication  with  the  leading  Burrites 
in  Mew- York,  and  that  the  object  of  the  negotiation  was 
to  bring  the  Burrites  to  act  with  the  republicans  against 
Gov.  Lewis. 

In  the  year  1810,  a  series  of  letters  addressed  to  De 
Witt  Clinton  appeared  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  New* 
York,  and  afterwards  printed  in  a  pamphlet  form  under  the 
signatures  of  Marcus  and  Phiio  Cato;  long  since  avowed 
to  be  written  by  Matthew  L.  Davis.  These  letters  cha^i 
that  in  December,  1805,  Mr.  Levi  McEean,  a  Burrile 
from  Poughkeepsie,  residing  in  the  same  village  with 
Gen.  James  Talmadge,  then  a  zealous  Clintonian,  arrived 
in  New- York  and  called  on  several  of  his  political  friends, 
stating  to  them  that  overtures  had  been  made  '^  by  the 
Clintonians  to  form  a  union  with  the  Burrites."  ♦  ♦  •  • 
*^  He  added  (bat  he  had  conversed  with  Gen.  Bailey  on 
the  subject,  and  was  desirous  that  Col.  Swartwout  should 
consent  to  an  interview  for  that  purpose.  It  was  suggest* 
ed,"  says  the  writer,  ^^  that  as  Mr.  Clinton  had  not  th« 
power  of  ^ving  offices  at  that  moment,  and  thus  publiotv 
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"tfommitting  himself,  he  bhouid  give  to  Col.  Burr's  frieniii 
'^ftcmiary  aid  through  die  meditim  of  the  Manhattin 
Banky  of  Which  he  H»te  a  director,  and  fVotan  "which  h&bi 
•they  tirere  almost  toialfy  cxcliided.^'  That  on  the  Ttti  6f 
^JantmryilSde^lffr.  S^H^otit  ftf^eivfed  frotnCen.Btofifj 
'^a  written  note  intiihfg  bim'fo  spend  te'hoiir^th'Mte 
^fhat  ev^ii^g. 

The  mvitationVAs  k<i(5^pted}  and  Gen.  Bailey, i6h  fUki 
'^dccasioHy  avowed  himiiillf  lo  be  acting  as  the  agent  t>f  'De 
Witt  Clinton.  Sevei^l  oth^r  intervi^^Ws  between  tUiiie 
'^gentlemen  fbUowed;  and  etentaally,  according  to  MV. 
*DalriS|  an  agreevnenti  to  the  purport  following,  Wils  made 
'Httd  concluded  on  the  11th  of  January: — 

"Fir»%— That  Cbl.  Burr  should  be  recogmsdd  by  the 
^uhion  party,  as  a  republican. 

"Secondly — ^That  the  editor  of  Sie  American  Citizen 
'shouTd  desist  from  all  attacks  upon  him  or  his  friends; 
'that  he  Should  advocate  the  union,  if  it  be6athe'  n^C^ttafy, 
in  his  paper;  and  that  he  should  not  defend  the  Burrftte 
^Us  Hii^rmng  to  republican  principles,  they  persisting  that 
"they  never  bad  abandoned  them. 

"Wtrdfy— That  the  friends  of  Col.  Burr,  as  it  rfesj^tJtfed 
'^appointments  to  offices  of  honor  or  profit  throughout  de 
%tiite,  should  be  placed  on  die 'same  footing  as  the^toyikt 
'ikvbred  Clintonian,  and  that  their  Bunrism  sboutd  neVfcr 
^be  'urged  as  an  objection  to  their  filling  those  dScbs.^ 

Mr.  Davis,  in  bis  pamphlet,  further  ktates,  that  oh  tite 
t1t4th  January,  Mr.  Clinton  himself  met  Col.  Swartisro/tfti 
■^Peter  Irving  and  M.  L.  Davis,  in  the  evening,  atthe  hotile 
'of  Gen.  Bailey;  that  he  brought  ^rfh  him  Mr.  E&e^kiy 
'Hobins,  a  zealous  partizan  of  Burr;  and  that  cotYgratula- 
'  tidfis  respecting  the  ufiion  toutually  pa»ed  between  tKe 
contracting  parties.  Affairs  remained  in  this  condtfMhi 
''until  the  20th  Febhiary,  when  a  meeting  was  hfld\)f  tee 
^kadbg  Clintoniaiis  ^d  "Burrites  at  Dyd^  bbtel,  hi  ^tle 
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TiciAify  0,C-  New-Ypr^i  where  the  uti^ofjt  go^94^<B^%£»  w%pt, 
nianifestecl.^and  toa$ts  were  drank  highly. coyipHif^eQtarE,^ 
to  the  lef|jd€!r9  of  both  parties*  Tt^e  B^rritfi^  4^H  thf, 
health  of  Mr.  Clintpn,  and  the  Clintqni^s.  to^t^c)  t^e^ 
anticipated  union  of  the  republican.  p?^*tx.    [,^^  Not^  ^j,\^, 

Mr.  Clii^toii.  denied  thc^  truth  o^  tbe;  statco^ent  <;ontain/e^ 
in  the  letters  off  Mj^u^  I  aw  faj^  ffo^a  belieying  in^  thfj 
correcti^ess,  of  th^s^  repre^enti^tipnSf  The  letteirs.  w^fi  . 
written  during  tl>e  time  of  Ifighi  party  exjcitjemenj  ai^d,  fo^ 
political,  effect^  Most  evidently  the  object  of  |/Ir.  Davis, 
whq  wai|  an  ardent|  and,  as  m^ny  ^y,  an  ul^sicrup^1oI^^ 
partizan,  was  effectually  to  ruin  the  politipa)  standing  p{ 
Mr.  Clinton  lyith  his  republican  friends.  Th^t  l^Ir.  Clin- 
ton should  have  stipulated  for  the  b^stowipent  of  govern- 
mepta]  patronage,  and  more  especially  tl^^t  he  should  hs^Te 
expressly  agreed  that  individuals,  by  nsi^K^,  should,  b^. 
chosen  members  of  the  legislature,  i^fo^,  among  other 
things,  it  was  alleged  that  Mr.  Clinton  promised  that 
Peter  Townsend,  a  Burrite,  shoi^ld  be  elected  a.  ipember 
of  the  assembly  from  Orange  co.,  and  also  th^t  Levi  Mc 
Eean  should  be  appointed  clerl^  of  Dutch^ssf,)  I  do  not^ 
believe. 

Upon  t)ie  appearance  of  thesie  letters  Mr.  Clinton  pub^ 
licly  pronounced  them  false  and  libellous,  and  gave  notice 
in  the  newspaper^  that  he  had  commenced  a  Sjuit  against 
the  publisher.  The  defendant  appeared  and  gav^  notice 
that  he  would  prove  the  t^th  of  all  his  allegations,  but 
Mr.  Clinton,  never  bjrought  tbe  cause  to  trial. 

I  have  stated  that  I  dp  not  believe  all  the  allegations 
made  by  Marcusj  yet  I  do  believe  that  a  political  negopi- 
ation  of  some  sort  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Clinton  anct 
his  friends  with  the  Burrites,  and  that,  previous  to  the 
Dyde'   supper,  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  completed. 

That  Gen.  Bailey  was  the  confidential  friend  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  that  he  had  repeated  interview^  with  Col. 
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Swartwout,  b  not  denied;  that  immediately  after  theie 
i&tenriews  a  loan  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  was  made 
by  the  Manhattan  Bank  to  a  distinguished  Burrite,  (for, 
if  the  allegation  had  been  untrue  its  falsity  might,  and 
would  hare  been  proved  by  the  books  of  the  bank);  that 
on  the  Ji4th  January  Mr.  Clinton  met  Col.  Swart wout  and 
his  two  friends,  in  company  with  Mr.  Robins,  at  the 
house  of  Gen.  Bailey,  was  an  assertion,  which,  if  false, 
might  have  been  disproved;  and  that  there  was  a  meeting 
at  Dyde's  hotel  of  the  leaders  of  both  parties,  at  which 
sttch  proceedings  were  had  as  afforded  evidence  that  the 
gentlemen  then  present  believed  that  a  cordial  union  had 
been  consummated,  it  seems  to  me  are  facts,  of  the  verity 
of  which  we  cannot  doubt. 

Until  the  supper  at  Dyde^s,  it  would  seem  that  the 
knowledge  of  these  proceedings  was  confined  to  a  very 
few  persons;  but,  on  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  supper  party,  much  indignation  was  felt  by  many 
republicans  in  the  city,  and  on  the  5^th  February,  four 
jdays  after  the  Dyde  supper,  a  very  numerous  meeting 
was  held  at  Mabtx^img^s  Long  Room,  at  which  the  union 
and  its  authors  were  denounced  in  unmeasured  terms. 
This  meeting  was  got  up  by  a  few  dissatisfied  Burrites, 
and  many  honest  and  well  meaning  republicans;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  immediate  friends  of  Oov.  Lewis 
exerted  themselves  to  increase  the  jealousy  of  the  republi* 
cans  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  a  few  Clintonian  leaders  in  the 
city,  among  whom  Richard  Riker  and  P.  C.  Van  Wyck 
were  conspicuous,  and  to  fan  the  flame  of  discord  and  en- 
mity among  the  followers  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  this  meeting,  and  the  materials  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed, formed  the  nucleus  of  a  party  in  the  republican  . 
ranks  which  ultimately  destroyed  the  political  standing  of 
Mr.  Clinton  with  the  majority  of  his  friends.  Hence  hii 
democratic  opponents,  for  a  long  time  afterwards,  wert 
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koown  m  other  parte  of  the  state  by  tlie  name  of  ^^  Mjjlt- 
Live  MEN."  Mr.  Clinton,  who  was  then  at  Albany,  upon 
being  advised  of  these  proceedings,  wrote  to  his  friend, 
Oen.  Bailey,  approving  in  general  of  the  coarse  pursued 
at  Martling's  long  room,  and  condemning  as  imprudenl 
ttie  conduct  of  his  friends  at  Dyde's.  The  support  of  the 
republican  party,  by  the  Burrites,  he  declared  would  be 
universally  agreeable,  but  that  ought  not  to  be  purchased 
by  a  promise  of  office. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  return  to  Albany.    The  legisla 
ture  met  on  the  S8th  January.     Dr.  Alexander  Sheldooy 
of  Montgomery-  county,  was  again  chosen  speaker,  and 
Mr.  Southwick  clerk. 

The  governor,  in  his  speech,  among  other  matters,  com 
municated  to  the  legislature  the  case  of  Stephen  Amoldy 
who  had  been  convicted  at  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
held  in  Otsego  county  in  the  summer  of  1806,  of  the  mur- 
der of  a  child.  The  child  bad  refused  to  spell .  or  pro 
Bounce  a  certain  word,  and  to  compel  it  to  do  so  Arnold 
had  chastised  it  so  severely  as  to  cause  iU  death.  He 
was  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  but  on  the  day  appointed  for 
ba»  execution  the  governor  caused  a  reprieve  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  sheriff,  being  of  opinion  that  the  facts  proved 
the  culprit  guilty  of  manslaughter  and  not  murder.  For 
this  act  Mr.  Lewis  was  severely  censured  by  his  oppo 
nents,  and  considerable  popular  indignation  was  excited 
against  him.  If  he  committed  an  error  that  error  was  oa 
the  side  of  humanity.  In  my  judgment  it  is  discreditable 
to  any  party  to  attempt  to  create  political  capital  by  such 
aaeans. 

The  legislature  passed  a  law  commuting  the  punishment 
<tf'death  in  Arnold's  case,  for  imprisonment  in  the  state's 
prison  for  life.  Some  of  the  men  who  had  when  at  hornet 
joined  in  the  clamor  against  Gov.  Lewis  for  suspending 
the  execution  of  Arnold,  and  perhaps  excited  it,  voted  for 
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» 0MDttiiiUtian. xA  his  piitiiiiiBie»l»    Swak  Tdle  mm  »  OM-* 
teonattoD  o£Uiem«e}Te»uid  a  juattficfttion  of  the  gfivanMs.. 

There  1V&9  another  part  of  the  gowmor's.  speech >whiei^| 
UNrot moredeaerviiig of  aaioiMlTeraioiiy.at  any.  ratocx^oair* 
id  feun^  t4a  some  degree  of  merited  ridicule.    Mn.  I.iewi»» 
httd,  durtDg  the  revoludonafy  war,  been  en^^ged  in  thot 
mlilaiy  sertice  of  the  country,  and  he  waa  foifed  of  wlitar 
itf  bttitle,  parade  and  pageantry.    During  the  aatmrnif  o£ 
1806  he  had  in  person,  as  commander-in'-chief^  iliape<^edl 
the  nilitia  m  most  of  the  counties  in  the  state,  and  in:  his 
he  said  much  about  the  militia  and  made  aavend 
I  as  to  the  best  means  of  improving  their  discih 
pline  and  martial  appearance,  and  in  the  course  of  his  ad* 
dms^  he  Bfoke  of  the  importance  of  martial  maaicy  aind 
tiiat,  ^  In  our  military  equipments,  there  is  tha-^ 
ai»t«rsal  want  of  experienced  drummera.    Their 
ig  ali  important  in  the  day  of  hatile.^^    We  hav^ 
often  heard  of  drumming  up  recruits,  but  never  of  djuutt* 
fluag  off  enemies  or  frightening  them  away  by  the  9oma4 
of  a  druBi,    Thisa^ttence  furnished  much  alimeaifc.jbp  Ihss 
wksofliiatday. 

The  governor,  in  his  speech,  alluded  in  a  imy  ponpeir 
lauinev  to  the  diiSSculties  between  the  Ammoaa  gekvef»^. 
dient  and  the  belligerents  of  Europe.  He  expressed  av 
anMFehemdon  that  a  war  with  one  or  both  the  bellig^ereail 
peweiv  might  become  inevitable,  and  he  urged  ^  oecest- 
sifty  of  putting  the  state  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Hft 
aMcd  the  debt  due  from  New-York  to  the  general  govern* 
memt  to  be  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  thsea- 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  of  whkbi, 
aoeoidiog  to  a  previous  understanding,  New- York  had  a 
light  to  expend  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
and  sixty-«ix  dollars  and  seventy  cents  in  fortifying  our 
harbors  and  other  exposed  points,  and  he  invited  thealtaD* 
liQtt  of  the  legisiatinre  to  that  subjectr 
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III  the  early  part  of  the  «eMon  tlie  Msembly  proceeded^ 
to^  elect  a  eoonetl  of  appointment,  and  De  Witt  Clinton' 
ftoni'  thesonttbeniyRobert  J^ittiwHi  frotttfae  middlei  Adua- 
Comatock  from  the  eastern,  and  Henry  Huntington  froift 
the  western  districts  were  chosen. 

These  gentlemen  had  been  nom'inated  by  a  general  ca«^ 
OBs  of  all  the  republican  members.  The  friends  of  the* 
governor  complained  that  this  mode  of  nomination  wa» 
unusual;  that  before  that  time  the  custom  was  for  the 
nepublican  members  of  assembly  from  each  district  to  meet 
and  severally  designate  the  member  of  the  senate  from 
their  district  whom  they  desired  should  be  chosen  a  coun- 
cillor; and  they  insisted  that  had  such  course  now  have 
been  pursued,  Mr.  Clinton  would  not  have  been  selected^ 
as  the  favorite  candidate  of  the  southern  district.  Ttds- 
complaint,  however,  does  not  seem  to  hare  produced 
much  impression. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Mr.  Richard  Riker,  a  member 
from  New^York,  brought  a  bill  into  the  assembly,  ^^  for 
tike  prevention  of  bribery,"  &c.,  by  which  any  persoK 
who  should  promise,  offer  or  give  any  member  of  either- 
house  of  the  legislature  or  council  of  revision,  any  money, 
goods  or  chattels,  or  chose  in  action,  &c.,  with  intent  to 
influence  his  vote,  such  person  should,  on  conviction,  be 
fined  b  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  im* 
prisoned  in  the  state  prison  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two- 
years.  The  bill  also  provided  that  any  member,  ftc  ,  who 
riiould  give  his  vote  in  consequence  of  such  gift  or  prom- 
ise, should  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and- 
should,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  Sec.;  and  the  bill' 
was  passed  into  a  law  on  the  seventh  of  April. 

This  salutary  law  was  probably  introduced  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  exceptionable  proceedings  of  the  applicanti 
for  a  charter  of  the  Merchants  Bank,  the  preceding  session. 
Cbnsidering  the  quarter  from  which  this  bill  emanated,  is  it 
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not  probable  that  oae  object  in  introduciag  tt,  was  to  fasten 
more  strongly  in  the  public  mind  the  odious  character  of 
that  transactioni  in  which  some  of  the  governor's  friends 
were  implicated  t 

In  accordance  with  the  same  policy,  Mr,  Clinton  bad| 
on  the  15th  March,  offered  a  resolution  in  the  senate  for 
the  expulsion  of  Ebeneser  Purdy,  for  the  reason  that  he 
had  been  bribed,  and  for  his  attempt  to  bribe  Stephen 
Thome  and  Obadiah  German.  A  day  was  appointed  to 
act  on  the  resolution,  but  on  the  day  after  it  was  offered 
Mr.  Purdy  resigned. 

On  the  26th  March,  the  council  of  appointment  com*^ 
menced  their  operations  by  the  removal  of  Maturin  Liy- 
ii^ton  from  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  city  of  Mew- York, 
and  the  appointment  of  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck  in  his  place. 
They  also  removed  Thomas  Tillotson  from  the  office  of  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  appointed  Elisha  Jenkins  his  successor. 
Against  these  removals,  the  governor  and  Mr.  Huntington 
entered  their  protest.  Mr.  Huntington  was  a  warm  per- 
sonal and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  but  he  was  also 
aman  of  great  moderation  and  prudence  and  altogether 
incapable  of  persecution  or  proscription.  The  removal  of 
these  officers,  without  any  charge  of  official  misconduct, 
and  merely  because  they  were  connected  with  and^  sup- 
porters of  the  governor,  appeared  to  him  too  much  like 
persecution,  and  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  maxims 
which  always  governed  that  excellent  man's  conduct.  The 
war  upon  the  governor  was  now  open  and  undisguised* 
It  was  heated  and  extremely  virulent.  In  all  the  minor 
appointments,  such  as  sheriffs,  county  clerks,  surrogates! 
county  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace,  those  candidates 
were  preferred  by  the  council  who  were  known  to  be  hos- 
tile to  the  re-election  of  Got.  Lewis. 

By  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jenkins  secretary  of  state 
the  offi<;e  oi  comptroller  was  left  vacant,  and  that  vaccncy 
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was  supplied  by  the  appointmeiit  of  Archibald  Mclntyrei 
vho  long  held  the  office  and  discharged  its  duties  in  a  man* 
ner  highly  satisfactory  and  beneficial  to  the  publiC|  and 
creditable  to  himself. 

When  the  dissensions  between  Goy.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Clinton  commenced,  and  after  they  had  progressed  for  a 
considerable  time,  the  federalists  looked  on  with  apparent 
indifference;  but  no  sooner  was  the  war  openly  declared 
than  they  generally  avowed  their  determination  to  support 
the  governor.  William  W.  Van  Ness  was  one  of  his 
most  zealous  and  efficient  federal  partisans.  At  the 
annual  election  in  April,  the  party  rallied  with  considera*- 
ble  energy,  and  in  the  counties  where  they  were  sure  of  a 
federal  majority,  they  supported  federal  candidates  off 
federal  principles;  in  other  counties,  where  two  repnbli* 
can  tickets  were  run,  they  supported  candidates  who  were 
friendly  to  the  governor.  The  governor's  republican 
friends  also  made  a  rally,  and  the  result  was,  that  including 
federalists,  a  majority  of  the  members  returned  to  the  as- 
sembly were  favorable  to  Gov.  Lewis. 

In  the  senate,  from  the  southern  district,  Benjamin  Coe 
and  Johnathan  Ward  were  elected;  from  the  middle,  &K- 
sha  Barlow  and  James  Burt;  from  the  eastern,  Jacob 
Snell,  and  from  the  western,  John  Ballard,  Salmon  Buel 
and  Jacob  Gebhard. 

Eventually,  the  senators  from  the  middle  district,  and 
Mr.  Snell  from  the  eastern,  attached  themselves  to  Urn 
party  which  supportctl  Gov.  Lewis. 
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CHAPTER    XL, 

ntOM  HAT  1,  1806,  TO  MAT  1,  1807, 

SflWTlsT  a^^r  the  ekctioo^si  circqm«tan<:«  occurrfd^. 
^ich  ^owed  that  the  Lewisitea  or  quids^  as  Uiey 
called,  w^re  equally  disposed  with  their  adversaries  to  ^ 
th^  apppii^tiDg  power,  so  as  to  reward  friends  and  pumst^, 
opponents*    Ij'he  corporation  election  of  New-York  bi4i 
re$i4lted  in  the  choice  of  some  federalists  and  some  Lewi% 
it^hutt  both  classes  united,  constituted  a  majority  oroTf 
t]\^  CliQt<»nians  in  the  common  council.    The  new  boardr 
foi^tbil^iUt  ^t  about  removing  such  of  the  Clintonians  a|k 
held,  ofl^s  during^  the  pleasure  of  the  common  councij^ 
for  no  other,  cause  than  the  political  opinions  which  tbeji 
enti^rtained,  among  whom  was  the  comptroller  of  the  cit^. 
A  party  character  was  given  to  nearly  ail  the  new  ap- 
pointments. 

Hbe  republican  friends  of  the  governor,  perceiving  th^t 
he  could  not  be  nopiinated  for  a  re-election  by  a  m^oritg^ 
of  the  democratic  members  of  the  legislature,  in  order  tQt 
get  hkn  in  the  $eld  as  the  candidate  of  a  portion  of  the  re- 
publicans, got  up  a  meeting,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1807, 
in  ^e  city  of  New-York,  of  which  Thomas  Storm  was 
chairman,  and  this  meagre  assembly  in  due  form  nomina- . 
ted  Mr.  Lewis  as  the  republican  candidate  foi  governoc 

Very  active  measures  were  taken  to  secure  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  republican  members  of  the  assembly,  cho- 
sen in  April  preceding,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
federalists,  would  constitute  a  majority  of  that  body;  andl 
by  this  means  the  friends  of  the  governor  hoped  to  be  able 
to  electa  speaker  and  a  council  of  appointment,  who  would 
be  favorable  to  his  views.     Circular  letters  were  written 
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to  all  the  republican  members  who  were  tfetlc&o^ini  to  be 
^eoided  Clintonians,  requesting  that  on  their  arrival  in 
Albany  they  would  call  on  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Abraham  O. 
'Lansing,  or  on  his  son,  O.  Y.  Lansing,  Esq.  who  wtre 
Inipporters  of  Got.  Lewis,  for  the  purpose  of  consultation. 
TMs  l^slature  convened  on  the  37th  of  January.  Of  the 
members  of  assembly  who  were  in  attendance  on  the€rst 
Mliy,  eigfat^n  were' federalists  and  tlie  residue  were  elected 
« tepiublicans. 

Andrew  McCord  of 'Orange  county,  wais  the  Lewiifte 
-MMcKdate  for  speaker,  and  Doct.  Sheldon  the  Clintonian. 
"Vptfn  (ii^vassing  the  votes  it  aj^^ared  that  Mr.  McOord 
'liad  eleven  majority.  Mr.  Garret  Y.  Lansing  n^as  elected 
cl^rk  ty  six  majority  over  Mr.  Southirtck. 

The  governor's  speech  was  a  very  ordinary  produi^tiM, 
^atid  seems  to  me  inferior  to  bis  former  addresses.  On  the 
^tecond  day  of  the  session,  the  assembly  proceeded  to  cboote 
""a  council  of  appointment,  and  a  Lewisite  council  wits 
^dlosen. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  vote: — Thomas 

Thomas, fifty-one;  James  Burt,  fifty-four;  Edward  Savag^e, 

fifty-two;   John   Nicholas,  fifty-fwo;  'E.   L'Hotnmedieti, 

'f6rty-four;  Peter  C.   Adams,  forty-four;  John  Veedcr, 

fbrty^ihree;  Nathan  Smith,  forty-three. 

1^  Clintonians  confidently  charged  that  Mt.  Willllto 
'W.  Van  Ness  was  to  be  appointed  attorney  general,  in  con- 
"fttderation  of  the  eighteen  federal  votes  which  were  giv^en, 
'^md  which  enabled  the  Lewisites  to  succeed  in  the  choiee 
'of  the  speaker  and  council  of  appointment.  It  so 'turned 
^out  that  he  obtained  a  better  office.  Gen.  John  Smith 
'^having  been  elected  senator  of  the  United  States  to  sap 
ply  a  vacancy,  his  term  expired  on  the  4th  March,  1807, 
and  the  two  sections  of  the  democratic  parly  so  far  united 
'visto  re-elect  him  on  the  first  day  of  February. 
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On  the  first  <l«y  of  the  meeting  of  the  new  council  of 
.  appointment)  De  Witt  Clinton  was  removed  from  the 
Mayoralty  of  New- York,  and  Smith  Thompson  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  appointed  in  his  pbce. 
Judge  Thompson,  however,  wisely  declined  to  accept  the 
appointment,  and  subsequently  Col.  Marinus  Willett  was 
appointed  to  that  office. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  the  council  proceeded  to 
remove  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck  from  the  office  of  recorder 
of  New- York,  and  re-«ppoint  Maturin  Livingston,  they 
also  removed  Mr.  Jenkins  and  restored  to  Doct«  Tillotson 
the  office  of  secretary  of  state.  Thomas  Morris,  a  dia- 
tinguisheil  federalist,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  and  Teunis  Wortman  was  removed  to 
make  place  for  him.  Among  other  appointments  in 
New- York,  I  observe  that  Isaac  Kibbe  an  active  fiunrite^ 
and  afterwards  notorious  as  a  lobby  member  and  zealous 
supporter  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  was  appointed  to  the  office 
of  harbor  master  of  the  city  of  New-York.  This  coun 
cil  exercised  their  power  to  its  full  extent  in  removing 
those  whose  political  course  rendered  them  obnoxious,  and 
in  the  appointment  of  their  own  partisans. 

On  the  evening  of  the  very  day,  (the  16th  February,) 
when  the  council  of  appointment  made  the  removal  of 
De  Witt  Clinton  and  the  other  great  state  officers,  the  ma 
jority  of  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature  met  in 
caucus  and  nominated  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  as  their  can- 
didate for  governor.  It  may  seem  unaccountable,  that  a 
person  so  little  known  in  the  political  fiehl,  should  have 
been  selected  as  a  candidate  for  the  most  important  office 
in  the  state.  It  is  probable  that  the  following  were  some 
of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Tompkins* 

Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  were  the  only 
two  prominent  men  at  that  time  in  the  republican  party 
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opposed  to  Oqy.  Lewis,  who  would  haye  been  mueh 
thought  of  for  governor.  The  whole  artillery  of  the 
Livingston  party  had  for  some  time  been  directed  towards 
Mr.  Clinton*  He  was  represented  as  exercising  dictatorial 
authority  over  his  party;  his  influence  by  means  of  his 
own  political  power  and  the  popularity  of  his  uncle  was 
said  to  be  unreasonably  great,  and  his  manners  and  de» 
portment  were  cold,  repulsive  and  unpopular;  besideS| 
the  party  opposed  to  Mr*  Lewis,  wished  to  alarm  the 
jealousies  of  the  people  against  the  overgrown  power  and 
influence  of  the  Livingston  family,  which  they  could  not 
with  so  much  advantage  arid  effect  do,  if  they  had  for 
their  candidate  a  principal,  though  a  junior  member  of  the 
blinton  family. 

It  is  not  known  that  Judge  Spencer  was  desirous  of  the 
the  nomination,  and  if  he  was,  nearly  the  same  objections 
existed  against  him  as  against  Mr.  Clinton.  He  had  mar* 
ried  a  sister  of  that  gentleman  for  his  second  wife,  and  was 
therefore  considered  one  of  the  Clinton  family,  and  he 
had  for  many  years  been  considered  so  closely  united 
with  Mr.  C.  in  all  his  movements,  that  in  the  public  eye 
the  act  of  one  was  considered  the  act  of  the  other.  He 
loo,  though  highly  esteemed  as  a  judge,  was  never  per- 
sonally popular  among  ibe  mass  of  the  people. 

Mr*  Tompkins  had,  it  is  true,  been  but  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  people  as  a  ju«lge;  but  during  that  time  he  had 
held M'ircuits  in  almost  every  county  in  the  state,  and  was 
by  that  means  personally  known  to  a  vast  many  people. 
His  appearance  was  extremely  prepossessing,  his  manners 
highly  popular,  and  his  address  was  every  way  pleasing. 
And  here  let  me  remark,  that  there  is  no  position  in  social 
life  so  favorable  to  acquiring  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  peop*e  as  that  of  a  circuit  judge  of  the  supreme  court| 
if  his  manners  are  fascinating  and  agreeable.  He  goes 
into  a  county  where  he  is  a.  stranger,  and  there  meets  at 
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OKs^court  hottie,  graad  and  petit  jurors,  witttetees  aad  yM 
•lators  from  cdmost  every  neighborhood  in  the  comity. 
l?he  ordiaary  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  ■pfesmHi 
kSam  i8»  die  friend  of  virtue  and  good  order,  the  protector  «f 
die  UAOccaat,  the  detector  of  frauds,  oppression  and  crime, 
«ad  the  imnstering  angel  of  pure  and  WMidulterated  jus- 
tice.   What  situation  in  social  life,  m  a  frse  geFemmast, 
^ean  be  more'  itrvorable  to  the  acquisition  of  the  conidea«e, 
^esteem  and  love  of  the  people?    To  all  these  advantages 
Mr.  Tompkin's  added  another.    He  had  no  fsonily  cm- 
JtttctioBS  to  control  him,  or  for  whoai  he  would  be  desirons 
>to  provide;  and  his  talents  were  not  considered  of  audi 
•superior  order  as  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  such  men  as 
Clinton  and  Spencer.     Indeed,  I  have  frequently  thouglt 
that  these  gentlemen  under  estimated  the  talents  of  'Mr. 
Tompkins;  and  if  so,  it  is  not  impossible  that  they  might 
have  more  readily  acceded   to  his  nomination  on   that 
'account,  under  the  impression  that  they  could    move 
^vasily  mould  him  to  their  purposes;  and  if  not,  that  the#e 
^wottld  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  him. 

John  Broome  was  nommated  for  re-election  as  Koafam 
mikt  governor. 

The  address  was  signed  by  sixty-five  republican  mcaa- 
hers  of  the  legislature,  being  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  republicans  in  both  houses.  I  have  careiully 
•  eauunmed  this  address,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  it  does  mat 
t^aet  forth  any  ground  of  jirinciple  as  a  reason  why  lir. 
Tompkins  ought  to  be  preferred  to  Mr.  Lewis.  Soon  after 
•'ihis,  the  Lewisite  republican  members  of  the  legislatnse 
held  a  meeting  and  nominated  for  re-election  Qov.  Lewia, 
tand^  they  nominated  Thomas  Storm  for  lieutenant  govcm- 
)or.    Their  address  was  signed  by  forty »five  members.  • 

About  this  time  Brnckholat  Livingston  was  appoialed 
^<n  asBOciate  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uaated 
^Statesyand  it  beeame  a  question  in  which  the  public 'lall 
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lohn  Woodworth,  Jones  Pl&tt,  and  William  W.  Van  Ness, 
ware  mentioned  in  the  newspapers  as  candidates,  but  the 
40un<»l  did  not  think  it  expedient  at  that  time,  nor  i»- 
deed  until  after  the  general  election,  to  act  on  diat'qae«* 
4ion.  It  is  probable  they  were  unwilling  to  make  the 
appointment  before  the  election,  fearing  on  the  one  hand, 
that  if  they  selected  a  federalist  they  should  offend  their 
republican  friends^  and  on  the  other,  if  they  appointed  a 
it^ublicM  that  they  would  displease  the  federalists.  Vo 
such  miserable  straits  the  fragments  of  pwrties  are  always 
KaUe  to  be  drivra,  when  their  power  and  ascendeney  de- 
pends on  the  action  of  a  party  to  which  they  are  in  pnat- 
c^>Ie  opposed. 

I  have  before  remarked,  that  the  advocates  of  Oer. 
Lewis  insisted  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  opposittott4)a 
him  was  his  refusal  to  be  subserrient  to  the  indmdaal 
tiewi  of  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Judge  Spenaer.  In  sap* 
port  of  this  charge,  on  the  6th  of  April,  Chancellor  Lan«> 
shig  was  induced  to  publish  the  reasons  which  prompted 
him  to  decline  the  nomination  of  governor  in  1804.  It  will 
ha  recollected  that  before  the  nomination  of  Lewis,  Lan- 
aiiig  was  nominated,  and  accepted  the  nomination,  but  that 
not  long  af^er  his  acceptance  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Purdy,  the  chairman  of  the  caucus  which  nominated  him, 
•slataig,  that  events  had  occurred  subsequent  to  his  mo* 
eeptance  of  the  nomination,  which  had  induced  Inm  to 
believe  that  he  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he,  as  gi#* 
varnor,  could  be  useful  in  promoting  the  republican  inte^ 
rest  in  the  state.  The  chancellor  now  informed  the  pub- 
Ke  what  those  ^  events"  were.  He  stated  that  a  few  days 
after  his  nomination,  in  an  interview  with  Gov.  CKnton, 
*'  an  attempt  was  made  by  them  to  induce  me,"  (these  are 
his  wor^)  ^  to  pledge  myself  for  a  particular  course  of 
et  in  die  a<hninigtration  of  the  goveifnaent  «f  ^fae 
16 
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state."  He  adds,  that  he  declined  to  give  such  pledge. 
That  immediately  afterwards  he  learned  from  Doct.  Til* 
lotson  that  Mr.  Clinton  had  thrown  out  some  mysteriooa 
expressions  against  him,  and  that  he  had  read  to  himj 
(Tillotson)  letters  from  Washington,  charging  the  chan- 
cellor with  haying  made  stipulations  with  Aaron  Burr, 
Mr.  Lansing  further  stated,  that  the  mode  in  which  hia 
nomination  was  announced  in  the  Albany  Register  was 
singular,  and  the  manner  exceptionable,  which  he  believed 
was  premeditated  and  intentional,  because,  late  in  the  eve- 
ning before  that  article  appeared  in  the  Register,  Judge 
Ttiyler,  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  governor's  private  secre- 
tary and  Solomon  Southwick  had  been  seen  together  com* 
ing  out  of  the  office  of  the  editor  of  that  paper.  From 
these  circumstances  the  chancellor  inferred,  that  if  elected 
governor  his  situation  would  be  very  uncomfortable,  un* 
less  he  should  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  and  views  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  Judge  Spencer,  Judge  Tayler,  and  their  im 
mediate  friends. 

Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  very  promptly  denied 
that  they  had  expressed  any  unfavorable  opinion  of  the 
chancellor,  or  that  they  had  ever  exhibited  any  letter  from 
a  Washington  correspondent,  containing  any  imputations 
against  him;  and  the  vice-president,  by  a  letter  written  at 
Washington,  dated  14th  of  April,  also  denied  that  he  had 
attempted  to  induce  Mr.  Lansing  to  pledge  himself,  in 
isase  of  his  election  as  governor,  that  he  would  pursue 
any  particular  course  other  than  a  general  republican  one. 
To  these  publications  and  statements  Chancellor  Lansing 
replied,  that  after  his  nomination  the  vice-president,  then 
governor,  sent  for  him  to  call  and  see  him,  that  he  stated 
that  some  of  his  friends  were  suspicious  of  him,  (the 
chancellor,)  and  in  the  course  of  the  ccmversation  Gov. 
Clinton  remarked,  that  he  was  spoken  of  as  likely  to  be 
chosen  the  next  vice-president,  that  if  Mr.  Lansing  shoaid 
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be  elected  governor,  the  office  of  chancellor  would  be  va- 
cant, and  that  De  Witt  Clinton  had  been  mentioned  as  a 
suitable  person  to  fill  that  office.  Mr.  Lansing  states  Uiat 
he  replied,  that  in  case  the  office  of  chancellor  should 
become  vacant,  in  his  judgment  the  senior  judicial  law 
officer  ought  to  be  appointed  to  that  office.  On  the  20th 
of  April,  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  again  replied,  that  he  never 
had  any  conversation  about  the  office  of  chancellor  in  con- 
nection with  himself;  and  that  he  would  not  accept  it,  if 
it  were  offered  him.  Some  further  correspondence  of 
considerable  asperity  and  bitterness,  took  place  between 
Judge  Spencer  and  Chancellor  Lansing;  but  after  the 
election  nothing  further  was  heard  about  the  controversy. 
The  probability  is,  that  there  was  some  misunderstand 
nig  and  misrecollection  on  both  sides.  We  all  know  that 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  men  in  public  life  to  recollect 
with  accuracy,  casual  conversations  among  friends.  No- 
thing is  more  likely,  and  supported  by  Chancellor  Lan 
sing's  assertion,  scarcely  anything  can  be  more  certain,  than 
that  Gov.  George  Clinton,  who  had  long  been  the  decided 
personal  and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Lansing,  should,  in 
conversing  with  him,  being  desirous  to  make  a  provision 
for  his  favorite  nephew,  have  mentioned  him  as  a  fit  person 
for  the  office  of  chancellor,  and  should  have  endeavored  to 
prepossess  the  man,  who  it  was  then  believed  would  hare 
the  power  of  disposing  of  the  office,  in  favor  of  that 
nephew.  At  the  same  time,  those  who  knew  De  Witt 
Clinton  well  in  afler  life,  will  readily  give  him  credit  for 
nncerity,  when  he  declared  he  would  not  take  the  office  of 
chancellor  if  it  were  tendered  to  him.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  he  was  far  from  desiring  a  judicial  office. 
Mr.  Lansing  had  no  doubt  reason  to  believe,  and  did  be- 
lieve, that  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  wished  to  be 
able  to  exercise  a  great  influence  over  any  state  adminis- 
tration which  they  should  aid  in  creating;  and  feeling 
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liiniself  determmedy  if  he  accepted  office,  to  act  uid«* 
pendent  of,  and  uncontrolled  by  any  one,  he  was  jealous  that 
they  were  at  heart  opposed  to  him.  xThis  view  of  the  af- 
iair  enables  us,  I  thinks  to  account  satisfactorily  for  the 
apparent  contradictory  statements  of  the  several  partiea 
Without  imputing  intentional  error  to  any  one  of  them. 

The  temporary  control  by  Gov.  Lewis  of  the  state 
patronage,  was  of  very  little  use  to  him.  Indeed,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  it  was  more  injurious  than  boieficiaU  A 
few  clamorous  friends  in  each  county  compelled  him  to 
make  some  removals,  and  to  give  his  appointments  a  party 
character,  in  every  considerable  neighborhood  in  the 
state.  He  dared  not  appoint  federalists,  because  evoi 
the  appointment  of  a  federalist  to  the  petty  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  would  be  denounced  and  harped  upon 
as  an  evidence  that  he  had  become  a  traitor  to  the  party 
who  had  clothed  him  with  power.  A  large  majority  of 
the  republicans  in  every  part  of  the  state  were  apposed 
to  him^  As  he  would  not  appoint  federalists  nor  Clinto* 
nians,  the  circle  within  which  he  could  make  the  selectioH 
was  extremely  limited*  Hence,  unfit  men  were  in  many 
cases  appointed.  A  comparison  between  the  person  appoint- 
ed, because  he  fjoas  a  republican  friend  of  the  gavemoTf 
with  CUntonian  and  federal  citizens  in  the  same  neighbor* 
hpod,  of  «espccted  moral  standing  in  society,  talents  and 
pi^rsonal  fiiness  for  the  station,  was  frequently  very  unfa* 
voruble  to  the  office-holder;  and  ordinary  men  could  hard- 
ly avoid  estimating  the  merits  of  the  administration 
by  the  merits  of  its  chosen  officers.  The  federalists,  toO| 
were  disgusted  with  his  course.  Many  of  them,  greedy 
lor  oflfice,  could  not  perceive  the  reason  why  they  should 
l)i'  called  on  to  support  a  governor  who  treated  them  as 
aliens.  Others  felt  a  hearty  contempt  for  his  timidity  and 
v^ani  of  decision  of  character  and  boldness  of  action. 
Tiiti  members  of  his  council  did  not  always  harmonise  io 
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their  views.  Mr.  John  Nicholas,  the  menftber  from  die 
western  district,  had  recently  emigrated  from  Virginia  to 
the  county  of  Ontario*  He  had,  while  he  resided  m  Vir- 
ginia, been  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatiTes  oi 
the  United  States  from  that  state,  and  acquired  a  respect** 
ble  standing  in  that  body;  btit  in  New- York  he  was  a 
stranger,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  understand  all 
the  sinuosities  of  New- York  politics.  He  was  for  a 
straight  forward,  open  course,  and  for  treating  all  sup- 
porters of  the  state  administration,  whether  r^ublicans  or 
federalists,  alike. 

Mr.  Edward  Savage  was  strongly  prejudiced  in  favor 
of  the  old  republican  party,  of  which  he  had  since  the 
adoption  of  the  United  States  constitution  been  a  uni- 
form member.  I  can  have  no  doubt  his  support  of  Gov. 
Lewis  was  from  pure  and  conscientious  motives,  and  yet  he 
was  complained  of,  as  acting  from  selfish  views.  He  was,  I 
believe,  himself  surrogate  of  the  county  of  Washington; 
hif  ^son  John,  the  late  chief  justice,  was  district  attorney 
for  the  counties  of  Washington,  Clinton,  &c.  He  (the 
son,)  was  a  law  partner  of  John  Crary,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Savage  procured  the  removal  of  Mr.  Sheppard,  the  clerk 
of  Washington  county,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Crary 
in  his  place.  Thus  three  of  the  best  offices  in  that  large 
and  respectable  county,  were  secured  between  the  mem* 
ber  of  the  council,  his  son,  and  his  son's  partner  in  busi* 
ness.  This  accumulation  of  state  patronage  naturally  ex- 
cited some  disgust  in  that  part  of  the  state.f 

Mr.  Burt  was  a  shrewd,  adroit  man,  and  probably  a  bet 
ter  manager  than  either  of  the  other  members;  but  of  his 
particular  views,  I  am  not  advised.  In  addition  to  the 
difficulties  I  have  mentioned,  which  Mr.  Lewis  and  his 
friends  had  to  encounter,  it  was  apparent  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  republican  party  were  against  him,  and  calcu- 
lating  federalists  as  well  as  republicans  foresaw  that  Am 
1 8eo  Not*  H. 
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question  vrould  ultimately  be  between  the  federal  and  re- 
publican parties,  and  from  the  strength  of  the  latter  partj 
in  the  state,  aided  as  it  was,  by  the  popularity  and  patron* 
age  of  the  general  gOTernment|  little  doubt  could  be  en- 
tertained of  what  the  final  result  of  sudi  a  contest  would 
be  in  this  state.  Hence,  many  federalists  seized  the  op- 
portunity, under  various  pretences,  to  desert  from  thdr 
former  political  associates,  and  connect  themselves  with  a 
political  party  whose  fortunes  seemed  to  promise  better. 
The  change  from  a  federalist  to  a  republican  was  easily  to 
be  effected.  A  federalist  need  do  nothing  but  proclaim 
himself  an  opponent  to  Got.  Lewis,  and  he  was  instantly 
declared  by  the  fathers  of  the  church  ^^  a  genuine  repub- 
lican.'' 

The  election  terminated  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 
Mr.  Tompkins  was  elected,  by  a  less  majority  than 
Lewis  obtained  over  Burr.  Mr.  T.'s  majority  was  four 
thousand  and  eighty-five. 

The  senators  chosen  at  this  election,  were  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton from  the  southern  district,  Robert  Williams  and  Joshua 
H.  Brett  from  the  middle,  John  Tayler,  John  McLean, 
Charles  Selden,  and  Isaac  Kellogg  from  the  eastern,  and 
William  Floyd  and  Alexander  Rhae  from  the  western 
All  the  senators  elected  were  republican  Clintonians,  ev 
cept  Messrs.  Williams  and  Brett  from  the  middle  district, 
who  were  Lewisites. 

In  order  to  close  the  account  of  the  administration  of 
Gov.  Lewis,  I  may  as  well  mention  in  this  place,  that 
Gov.  Lewis  met  the  council  of  appointment  on  the  nmth 
day  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court.  The  council  were  still  divided  in  re- 
lation to  the  proper  candidate.  If  reports  were  correct 
no  two  of  them  agreed  on  their  man. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was,  as  was  said,  for  Jonas  Piatt,  Mr. 
Savafoa^  John  Woodworth,  Mr  Burt  for  Van  Ness,  and 
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Mr*  Thomas  for  Maturin  livingston.  It  was  said  that 
the  governor,  true  to  the  interest  of  his  family,  agreed 
with  Mr.  Thomas.  It  is  rery  probable  that  the  federalists, 
apprehending  that  a  division  of  their  influence  between  Van 
Ness  and  Piatt  might  result  in  the  appointment  of  either 
Woodworth  or  Livingston,  were,  by  means  of  the  address 
and  importunity  of  Mr.  Burt,  aided  by  Mr.  Van  Ness 
himself,  induced  to  give  up  Mr.  Piatt,  and  exert  the  whole 
weight  of  their  influence  in  fiivor  of  Van  Ness.  He  was 
appointed.  Of  his  character  and  talents  I  have  already 
q»oken. 

In  looking  back  to  the  year  1800,  one  cannot  help  being 
struck  with  the  reflection,  that  the  great  federal  party  ia 
the  state  were  overthrown  by  the  united  exertions  of  tha 
Clintons,  Livingstons,  and  Aaron  Burr;  that  Burr  was 
prostrated  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  Clintons  and  Living^ 
stons,  and  that  shortly  afterwards  the  Clintons  and  Liv- 
ingstons fell  out,  and  the  Livingstons  were  overcome  by 
the  Clintons.  This  view  cannot  fail  to  remind  us  of  th^ 
military  fortune  of  Ihe  cdebrated  Roman  Triumvirate, 
and  the  destruction  of  Lepidus  by  the  joint  arms  of  An^ 
thony  and  Augustus,  and  the  final  overthrow  of  Anthony 
by  Augustus. 

But  although  the  present  victory  elevated  Mr.  Clinton 
to  the  very  pinnacle  of  political  power  in  the  state,  yet 
Ae  means  by  which  he  obtained  the  victory,  the  princi* 
pies,  or  rather  the  want  of  principle,  which  induced  him 
and  his  coadjutors  to  act  in  the  contest,  and  the  enemies 
he  made  during  this  struggle,  when  added  to  those  pro- 
duced by  the  controversy  with  Aaron  Burr,  combined  with 
the  envy  excited  by  his  elevated  political  position  and 
supposed  influence,  seriously  checked  his  advancement, 
and  for  a  time  threatened  his  utter  and  irretrievable  ruin. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

raoM  HAT  1, 1807,  TO  MAT  I,  isoa 

Ib  th«  latter  part  of  the  month  of  May,  1807,  CoK  Bufr 
iraM  brought  before  chief  justice  Marshall ,  at  RiohmoBd  m 
Viiginia,  on  a  charge  of  misdemeanor^  and  also  of  treasoB 
iqjaHWt  the  United  States*     [See  Note  R.J 

Although  not  expressly  within  the  plan  of  these  sketcheSf 
jftkm  Mr.  Burr  was,  for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  a 
distinguished  political  partisan  of  this  state,  I  shall  present 
m  very  succinct,  but  I  fear,  imperfect  view  of  the  singular 
Innsactions  in  which  he  was  the  principal  actor,  and 
which  caused  his  arrest  and  trial.  After  his  duel  witli 
QmsL  Hamilton,  and  after  the  term  of  his  office  as  Tice^pre* 
iident  had  expired,  he  seemed  to  be  left  alone,  and  aban** 
dmied  by  all  political  parties. 

Tlie  state  of  public  feeling  in  Ne^York  was  such,  after 
te  death  of  Hamilton,  that  his  presence  in  that  dty  could 
not  be  endured.  In  New-Jersey  he  had  been  indicted  hf 
a  grand  jury  for  murder.  Thus  situated,  his  ambitious, 
WB^ve  and  restless  spirit  rendered  his  condition  intolerable 
to  himself.  On  the  22nd  March,  but  a  few  days  after  he 
left  forever  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  senate,  be 
wrote  to  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Joseph  Alston,  that  he  ^^  was 
under  ostracism.  In  New- York,"  said  he,  ^^  I  am  to  be 
disfran^ihised,  and  in  New-Jersey  to  be  hanged.  Having 
mbstantial  objections  to  both,  I  shall  not,  for  the  present, 
hazard  either,  but  shall  seek  another  country. ^^  Accord^- 
ittgly,  early  in  May,  he  left  Philadelphia  for  the  western 
country,  and  arriTed  at  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  on  the 
SOth  of  that  month.  After  travelling  with  great  rapidity 
through  that  state,  he  directed  his  course  to  Nashville,  in 
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Tennessee,  and  from  thence  he  k 
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TenneBsee,  «&d  from  thence  he  journied  thrcyi^  the  woodi 
te  Natchez.  Fr(»n  Natchez  be  went  by  kund  to  New-Or- 
leans, where  he  arrived  on  the  36th  June,  1805.  At  that 
tiine,  Gen.  Wilkinson  was  in  that  citj,  or  in  its  neighbor* 
httod}  and  commanded  the  United  States  troops  stationed 
ttieie;  It  does  not  appear  that  he  remained  long  in  New- 
Qfleans,  but  soon  again  returned  to  Lexington,  in  Ken- 
Incky,  by  the  way  of  Nashville.  He  was  at  Cindnnati) 
and  at  several  places  in  Ohio,  but  in  a  very  short  timet 
made  his  appearance  at  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  and  from 
thmce  he  travelled  to  Washington,  at  which  place  he  ar- 
lived  on  the  29th  day  of  November.  These  immense 
jenmies  he  performed  in  a  little  more  than  six  months; 
before  the  great  western  rivers  were  rendered  navigable 
by  steam,  and  when  the  roads  were  badly  constructed} 
and  through  a  considerable  part  of  the  country  traversed 
by  him  there  were  no  roads  at  all.  His  movements  were 
veiled  in  myrtery,  and  all  men  wondered  what  could  be 
Ike  motive  which  induced  these  extraordinary  joumies. 
From  January,  1806,  to  the  month  of  August  following, 
he  spent  his  time  principally  in  Washington  and  PhiladeK 
phia;  but,  in  the  month  of  August,  he  again  set  his  face 
towards  the  west,  and  was  soon  afterwards  found  in  Ken- 
tncky. 

About  this  time  boats  were  provided,  provisions  and 
munitions  of  war  were  collected,  and  men  were  gathering 
at  different  points  on  the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  rivers. 
Government  now  began  to  be  alarmed.  Mr.  Tiffin,  go- 
vernor of  Ohio,  under  the  advice  of  the  president,  (Jeffer- 
son,) seized  the  boats  and  their  cargo,  and  Burr  was  ar- 
rested in  Kentucky;  but  no  sufficient  proof  appearing 
against  him  he  was  discharged. 

On  the  23d  January,  1807,  Mr.  Jefferson  sent  a  mes 
sage  to  congress,  accompanied  by  several  affidavits,  in 
which  be  gave  the  hiMory  of  Burr's  transactions,  so  far  as 
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they  bad  Gome  to  the  knowledge  of  the  admbistratioa. 
The  message  stated  that,  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  Oen. 
Wilkinson  wrote  to  the  president  that,  from  a  letter  he 
had  received  from  Burr,  he  had  ascertained  that  his  objecte 
were,a  seyerance  of  the  union  on  the  line  of  the  Allegany 
mountains,  an  attack  upon  Mexico,  and  the  establishment 
of  an  independent  goyemment  in  Mexico,  of  which  Burr 
was  to  be  the  headt  That  to  coyer  his  niovements,  he  had 
purchased,  or  pretended  to  have  purchased,  of  one  Lynch| 
a  tract  of  country  claimed  by  Baron  Bastiop,  lying  near 
Natchitoches,  on  which  he  proposed  to  make  a  settlement. 
That  he  had  found,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  governor 
and  people  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  that  the  western  people 
were  not  prepared  to  job  him;  but  notwithstanding,  there 
was  reason  to  believe,  that  he  btended,  with  what  force  he 
could  collect,  to  attack  New-Orleans,  get  the  control  of 
the  funds  of  the  bank,  seize  upon  the  military  and  naval 
stores  which  might  be  found  there,  and  then  proceed 
against  Mexico.  The  president  assured  congress  thai 
there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  any  foreign  power 
would  aid  Col.  Burr. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  evidence  gobg  to  show  that 
Burr  entertained  crimbal  designs,  depended  on  the  affida- 
vit of  Wilkinson.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  exambe  bto 
the  proofs  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Burr,  further  than 
to  remark,  that  from  the  character  of  the  vab,  vaporing 
and  unprincipled  Wilkinson,  as  before  and  sbce  developed, 
no  dependance  can  safely  be  placed  upon  his  statements, 
unless  supported  by  strong  circumstances,  or  other  evi* 
dence;  and  I  believe  it  will  not  at  this  day  be  doubted, 
that  if  Burr  plotted  treason,  Wilkbson,  b  the  first  b- 
stance,  agreed  to  be  his  accomplice;  that,  as  their  opera- 
tions progressed,  he  began  seriously  to  doubt  of  success, 
and  then  communicated  his  knowledge  of  the  affair  to  the 
government,  b  order  to  save  himself,  and  perhaps  obtain 
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a  revard;  and  that  he  falsely  represented  to  the  president 
that  he  had  feigned  a  partial  acquiescenee  in  the  schemes 
of  Burr,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  execution  of 
his  projects.  That  Burr  himself  was  deceived  by  Wil- 
kinsoQi  there  can  be  no  doubt,  for  had  he  not  been  confi- 
dent Wilkinson  would  act  with  him,  would  he  have  sent 
a  letter  to  him  in  cypher,  by  Swartwout,  of  the  tenor  of 
the  one  produced  by  Wilkinson  before  the  grand  jury  at 
Richmoncf )  But  there  was  other  evidence  besides  that  ^ 
of  Wilkinson,  against  Burr,  which  has  never  been  ez« 
plained.  His  extensive  and  hurried  joumies,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1805;  his  preparation  of  boats,  munitions  of  war, 
and  provisions;  his  enlistment  of  men,  and  the  letter  in 
cypher  which  he  sent  to  Wilkinson;  what  were  they 
for  1  If  his  object  was  merely  an  attack  upon  Mexico, 
why  did  he  not  openly  avow  it,  when  charged  and  indicted 
for  treason  against  his  country  1  The  one,  he  knew,  was 
comparatively  a  slight  misdemeanor,  the  other,  the  highest 
crime  known  to  the  law.  Again,  unless  Col.  William 
Eaton,  the  man  who  had  then  recently,  so  gallantly  distin- 
guished himself  on  the  Barbary  coasts,  has  perjured  him- 
self. Burr  did  form  a  treasonable  plot  against  his  country 
Col.  Eaton,  on  the  26th  January,  deposed,  in  open  court, 
held  before  Judge  Cranch  and  others,  at  Washington,  that 
during  the  preceding  winter,  (1806,)  Burr  called  upon 
him,  and,  in  the  first  instance,  represented,  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  government  to  raise  a  military  force  to 
attack  the  Spanish  Provinces  in  North  America,  and  invi- 
ted Eaton  to  take  a  command  in  the  expedition ;  that 
Eaton,  being  a  restless,  enterprising  man,  readily  acceded 
to  the  proposal;  that  Burr  made  frequent  calls  upon  him, 
and  in  his  subsequent  interviews  complained  of  the  ineffi- 
dency  and  timidity  of  the  government,  and,  eventually, 
fully  developed  his  project;  which  was  to  separate  the 
western  states  from  the  union,  and  establish  himself  as 
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sovereign  of  the  country;  that  measures  were  forthwitti  to 
be  taken  for  the  conquest  of  Meideo;  that  the  control  of 
the  Mexican  mines  would  allure  to  his  standard  a  host  of 
gallant  and  enterprising  spirits,  both  of  the  old  and  the 
new  world;  and  that  Oen.  Wilkinson  was  engaged  in  the 
plot,  and  was  to  join  him  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. According  to  Eaton,  Burr  further  stated,  that  if 
he  could  gain  over  the  marine  corps,  "  and  secure  Trux- 
ton,  Preble  and  Decatur,  he  would  turn  congress  neck  and 
heels  out  of  doors,  assassinate  the  premdent,  seize  on  the 
treasury,  and  declare  himself  the  Protector  of  an  energetie 
government;''  and  he  solicited  Eaton  to  endeavor  to  per- 
suade Preble  and  Decatur  to  join  in  tiie  enterprise.  Burt 
did  not  succeed  in  collecting  and  organizing  a  force  on 
the  western  waters;  but,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  he  was 
discovered  wandering  alone  in  the  Tombigbee  country, 
near  the  line  of  Florida,  by  a  man  named  Perkins,  who 
found  him  in  the  evening  at  a  little  tavern.  Perkins,  at 
first,  was  not  certain  that  the  stranger  with  whom  be  came 
in  contact,  was  Burr,  but,  on  being  satisfied  that  such  was 
the  fact,  procured  a  subordinate  officer,  who  happened  to 
be  stationed  there,  and  a  file  of  seven  men,  who  arrested 
the  western  Emperor,  and  conveyed  him  to  Richmond* 

The  trial  of  the  indictment  against  Burr,  for  treason^ 
occupied  many  weeks,  but  he  was  finally  acquitted  by  the 
jury,  without  swearing  any  witnesses  in  his  defence.  The 
acquittal  seems  to  have  been  on  technical  grounds.  To 
convict  of  treason,  proof  must  not  only  be  made  of  a  trea- 
sonable plot,  but  of  an  overt  ucty  and  that  act  must  be 
proved  by  at  least  two  credible  witnesses.  The  overt  act 
proved,  was  an  assemblage  of  men  at  Blanerhassett's 
Island  in  the  Ohio  river;  but  it  was  not  proved  that  Col 
Burr  was  present  at  that  assemblage.  This  evidence,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  of  the  court,  was  not  sufficient  to 
eonvict  him  of  an  overt  act,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
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ooDstitutioni  and  thereupon  the  jury  found  thig  extraordir 
n^  yerdict,  which  thej  refused  to  modify: — 

We,  the  jury,  say  that  Aaron  Burr  is  not  proved  to  be 
guilty,  under  thU  indictment^  by  any  evidence  submittod 
to  us.  We,  therefore^  find  him  not  guilty."  (j%e  2  Da- 
rn, 384.) 

After  his  acquittal,  Col.  Burr  appears  still  to  have  per^ 
severed  in  the  project  of  making  an  effort  to  detach  Mexico 
from  the  Spanish  government. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1808,  he  sailed  from  New-York  for 
Burope,  it  would  seem  in  the  hope  of  engaging  the  British 
government,  to  fit  out  an  expedition  against  Mexico,  in 
which  he  would  take  a  part.  In  this  he  was  entirely  un- 
successful. His  application  to  the  French  government 
was  equally  vain  and  useless.  He  spent  four  years  wan^ 
dering  about  in  Europe.  Very  little  attention  was  paid 
to  him,  and,  at  times,  he  was  reduced  to  the  greatest  ex- 
tremity of  poverty  and  wretchedness.  On  the  8th  June^ 
1812,  precisely  four  years  and  one  day  from  the  time  he 
left  New-York,  he  again  landed  in  that  city.  Deserted 
by  bis  friends,  destitute  of  the  means  of  living,  loaded 
with  heavy  debts,  and  enervated  by  age,  he  opened  a  law 
o£Sce,  as  his  only  means  of  procuring  his  daily  bread. 
But  other,  and  more  appalling  misfortunes  awaited  him. 
He  had  been  in  New-York  but  a  few  days,  when  he  r^ 
eeived  the  news  of  the  death  of  Aaron  Burr  Alston,  the 
only  child  of  his  only  daughter.  Even  this  melancholy 
event  did  not  terminate  his  calamities.  A  short  time  after 
the  tidings  of  his  grandson's  death  was  communicated  to 
him,  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Alston,  who  seems,  frdm  her  let- 
ters which  have  been  published,  to  have  been  a  superior 
woman,  anxious  to  see  and  embrace  her  father,  on  the  3 1st 
day  of  December,  sailed  as  a  passenger  in  a  schooner 
from  Charleston,  for  New-York,  which  was  lost  on  its 
passagfif  and  every  soul  on  board  pe^-ished.    Col.  Burr 
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was  now  in  his  old  age,  deprived  of  character,  steeped  in 
poverty,  and  the  only  human  beings  to  whom  he  could 
feel  the  least  tender  affection,  were  snatched  from  him  by 
death.  He  was  left  alone  in  the  world — his  cup  of  calami- 
ties was  full.  I  was  going  to  say,  the  strongest  evidence 
I  have,  that  he  was  a  great  man,  is,  that  he  did  not  nnk 
under  this  accumulation  of  his  misfortunes — this  utter 
wreck  of  human  hopes.  Was  it  strength  of  mind  or  in- 
sensibility which  prevented  it  1  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  did 
live;  he  followed  his  profession,  and  mingled  in  sodety 
for  more  than  twenty  years  afterwards.  He  died  on  the 
14th  September,  1836,  in  the  eighty^first  year  of  his  age. 

Col.  Burr  possessed  several  traits  of  character  quite 
peculiar.  One  was^  an  utter  indi£Rerence  to  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Davis,  (2  Davisj  379,  in  a  note^)  says,  that  a  short 
time  before  his  death,  and  when  that  event  was  daily  ex 
pected,  after  informing  him  that  his  death  was  hourly 
expected  by  his  physician,  he  asked  Col.  Burr  whether,  at 
any  time,  he  had  contemplated  a  separation  of  the  union  t 
To  which,  he  replied/^  No,  I  would  as  soon  have  thought 
of  taking  possession  of  the  moon,  and  informing  my  friends 
that  I  intended  to  divide  it  among  them."  But  if  he  was 
sincere  in  that  declaration,  why  did  he  not  furnish  Mr. 
Davis,  who,  he  probably  knew,  would  write  his  biography, 
with  some  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  western  expedi- 
tion 1  Why  did  he  not  give  an  account  of  the  reasons  of 
his  negotiations  with  Wilkinson,  and  his  object  in  writing 
to  him  the  letter  in  cypher  1  The  biography  of  Davis, 
leaves  the  question,  as  to  the  real  motives  of  Burr,  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  it  was  when  his  trial  closed  at  Rich- 
mond; where  the  jury,  who  heard  the  whole  of  the  case, 
evidently  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  CoL  Burr,  if  not 
technically,  was  morally  guilty  of  treason.  ^ 

Col.  Burr  seems,  through  his  whole  life,  to  have  taken 
pains  to  envelope  sdl  his  political  conduct  in  mystery. 
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He  was  one  of  those  kind  of  men,  who,  if  he  had  a  given 
end  to  accompUsh,  preferred  the  accomplishment  of  that 
end  by  indirect,  rather  than  direct  means.  Many  parts  of 
his  life  afiPoird  proof  of  even  an  affectation  of  intrigue  and 
mystery,  which,  instead  of  being  evidence  of  a  great^  is 
evidence  of  a  weak  and  little  mind.  It  was  an  invariable 
maxim  with  him,  never  to  commit  any  thing  on  politics  to 
writing.  So  rigid  was  his  regard  to  this  rule,  that,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Davis,  he  would  not,  in  writing  to  his  wife, 
utter  a  word  on  political  subjects.  Why  should  not  a 
man  commit  to  writing  his  political  views,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  his  political  action  1  What  has  an  honest  man 
to  fear  from  it  t  The  reasons  which  induced  CoL  Burr 
to  adopt  this  rule  of  conduct  could  not  have  been  founded 
either  on  patriotism  or  integrity.  That  he  was  a  man  of 
great  personal  bravery  there  is  no  doubt.  With  respect 
to  his  talents  there  is  more  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  satis- 
factory conclusion. 

We  cannot  test  the  powers  of  his  mind  by  his  writings. 
He  has  left  nothing,  except  the  letters  written  by  him  to 
his  wife,  daughter,  and  son-in-law.  These  letters  are 
written  in  an  easy,  familiar  style,  and  are  perfectly  suitable 
and  proper  to  the  connection  existing  between  the  writer 
and  those  to  whom  the  letters  were  addressed.  He  never 
touches  upon  any  serious  or  grave  topic,  either  religious, 
political,  or  philosophical;  yet  they  are  still  of  that  kind 
which  are  perfectly  proper  to  be  addressed  by  a  husband 
to  his  wife,  or  by  a  parent  to  his  children.  They  contain 
no  evidence  but  that  they  were  written  by  a  man  of  a  high 
order  of  intellect,  nor  but  that  they  might  have  been  writ- 
ten by  the  most  common  and  ordinary  educated  mauj 
acquainted  with  life.  Of  course,  no  opinion  can  be  formed 
of  the  talents  of  Mr.  Burr  from  the  writings  he  has  left. 

But,  from  the  year  1783,  to  the  year  1800,  Col.  Burr 
was  in  pretty  fiiU  practice  as  a  counsellor  at  law,  and 
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ffom  ISIS^  to  witbm  a  year  or  two  before  bis  death^  lie 
•ko  generally  attended  the  superior  courts  of  thU  state. 

It  is  oertain^  that  during  the  first  period  of  his  practioe, 
he  had  a  high  standing  at  the  bar.  To  hare  been  viewed 
by  the  public  as  the  rival  of  Oen.  Hamilton)  may,  of  itaetfi 
be  considered  as  evidence  of  great  l^gat  learning  and 
talent;  and  yet|  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  weee^ 
during  that  period,  but  few  democratic  lawyers  of  eminenoe 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  th^t  political  pbrtialitie$ 
may  have  contributed  something  towards  assigning  to  CoL 
Burr  the  position  which  he  held.  There  are  g<»itleneii 
now  living,  who  heard  him  during  his  best  days,  who  do 
not  speak  of  him  as  having  deserved  the  reputation  of  « 
profound,  learned  and  able  forensic  debater*  ^^  Burr,'' 
says  Mr.  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  in  a  note  to  Thurlow 
Weed,  written  at  the  request,  I  presume,  of  Mr.  Davis, 
^^  was  persuasive  and  imaginative.  He  first  enslaved  i}m 
heart,  then  led  captive  the  head.  Hamilton  addressed 
himself  to  the  Aeo^  only." 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Yates  were  called  forth.  »liy  a  re*- 
quest,  coming,  I  pres^ume,  originally  from  Mr.  Davis,  that 
he  would  furnish  the  notes  taken  by  his  father,  chief  jus- 
tice Yates,  of  the  argument  of  Burr,  in  the  celebrated  qase 
of  Oovemeur  and  Kemble*  The  copy  of  the  notes  of  the 
chief  justice,  as  given  by  Mr.  Yates,  reads  as  followa:— ^ 
(5e«  2  Dapisy  21.) 

'*  Burr  for  Plaintiff. — ^I.  The  gresX  principles  of  com- 
mereial  law  which  apply  to  this  case  are" — ^then  ibllowa 
a  hiatus  of  some  lines,  after  which,  as  follows: 

"  n.  The  Plamtiff"— another  hiatus, 

«ni."    (!!!) 

This  concludes,  says  Mr.  Yates,  all  I  ca^  find.  Mr« 
Yates  adds,  that  his  father's  notes  of  Gen.  Hamilton's  ar^ 
gument  are  very  copious.  Whether  the  eloquence  of  CoL 
Burr  was  so  fiwcmating  and  astounding  as  deprived  the 
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judge  oi  the  power  of  tajkisg  notes,  or  whether  his  «fg||r 
mentawiiresoimmethodical  and  demllory  tbat  tl^  ItaniAd 
judge  thought  it  not  worth  his  wlule  to  attempt  to  fiplkui 
UiB)  we  am  left  to  conjecture* 

i«  rea|>eGte  the  eyidence  of  talentSi  as  an  adtvocatctyvlrf^ 
forded  hf  CoL  BufTi  after  his  return  from  Europe,  X  cw 
qpcak  with  more  confidence.  From  the  year  1812, totha 
time  of  his  death,  he  never  made  a  speedi  in  any  of  cw 
OQoria,  which  can,  with  propriety,  be  called  an  argHfl^ent 
In  the  last  period  of  his  professional  life  he  cannot,  Uier^t 
fore,  be  said  to  have  merited,  and  indeed  he  did  npl:  aC" 
quife,  a  atanding  above  mediocrity.  He  seemed  to  labor 
more  to  gain  advantages  by  die  meshes  of  technical  rules  of 
praetLee,  by  contrivance  and  trick,  than  to  succeed  hj 
meeting  his  opponent  fairly  in  the  field,  and  elaborately 
discussing  the  merits  of  his  case.  I  am  quite  sure  that  i: 
tUa  staiement  I  shall  be  sustained  by  every  member  o«. 
Iba  New- York  bar,  who  was  acquainted  with  CoL  Burn 
The  conclusion  to  which  I  have  arrived,  is,  that  in  no  per 
m^it  of  his  life  could  he  have  been  a  learned  lawyer,,  or  a 
paofiomnd,  clear  and  logical  reasoner* 

Tih^  evidence  which  he  afforded  of  talents  as  a  politician 
awl  statesman,  is  equally  unsatisfactory.  Neither  in  thff 
kfiriature  of  this  state,  nor  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  did  he  ever  originate  any  great  measure,  nor  can  I 
find  that  he,  at  any  time,  distinguished  himself  in  diaous- 
sing  any  important  question  raised  by  others.  His  efforts 
to  obtain  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  this  state,  and  th^ 
preabiency  of  the  United  States,  and  more  especially  the 
Jalto,I  have  before  had  occasion  to  show,  independent  vof 
all  qneetions  of  principle,  were  ill  judged,  and  not  well 
adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  end  he  must  have 
faftdinview^  In  the  project  of  his  western  expediuoi^ 
whatever  hi^  object  was,.Ukat  is,  ^riiether  he  intended  an 
attack  on  Mexico,  or  whether  he  contemplated  a  division 
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ef  the  union,  he  gave  equal  ciyidenceof  a  want  of  a  souiui 
and  discriminadng  judgment|  in  providing  means  adapted 
to  the  accomplishment  of  his  end* 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  the  least  prospect  of  any 
foreign  aid.  He  attempted  in  broad  day,  with  the  eyes  of 
an  intelligent  community  upon  him,  to  raise  troops  and 
collect  munitions  of  war,  either  to  commit  hostilities  upon 
a  neighboring  power  with  whom  we  were  at  peace,  or 
make  war  on  lus  own  government.  He  must  have  known 
he  could  not  move  at  all  in  such  an  enterprise  without  the 
cordial  aid  of  Wilkinson.  Considering  the  known  cha- 
racter of  that  n)an,  no  discreet  person  would  have  done  a 
ringle  act  rendering  himself  accountable  until  Wilkinson 
had  committed  himself  in  such  a  way  as  he  could  not  re- 
cede. Instead  of  which,  Burr  himself  admits  that  he, 
the  great  magician,  was  deceived  by  this  weak,  windy, 
blustering  bragadocia.  This  single  fact  is  evidence  that 
Burr  did  not  know  men  so  well  as  he  claimed  to  know 
them,  and  that  he  was  utterly  unfit  to  conduct  such  an  en- 
terprize.  The  explosion  of  his  plot  and  the  facility  witli 
which  it  was  suppressed,  in  spite  of  his  petty  and  puerile 
efforts  to  carry  it  into  effect;  and  his  capture  by  a  subal- 
tern officer  and  seven  men,  furnish  a  just  and  proper  cam« 
ment  on  the  ability  with  whichitwascontrived  and  attempt- 
ed to  be  executed. 

On  the  whole,  my  conclusion  is,  that  Aaron  Burr  was 
a  man  of  imposing  and  fascinating  manners,  rapid  and 
quick  perceptions,  possessed  of  an  uncommon  share  of 
cunning,  ambitious,  imaginative  and  reckless  about  the 
means  he  employed  to  accomplish  his  ends;  but  defective 
in  the  deliberating,  comparing  and  adjudicating  powers  of 
mind.  If  he  was  a  very  cunning  man,  he  was  not  a  very 
wise  one;  and  if,  at  any  period  of  his  life  he  wa^  brilliant 
as  an  orator,  he  never  was  a  profound  reasoner. 
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The  fate  of  Col. 'fiurr  presents  a  solemn  memento  to 
the  youthful  aspirant  for  political  fame  and  power.  He 
may  see  in  Mr.  Burr,  a  young  man  bom  of  wealthy  pa* 
rents,  of  high  character  for  virtue  and  talents,  com- 
mencing  life  with  the  advantage  of  an  accomplished  and 
finished  education  and  the  most  fascmating  address;  at  one 
period  the  idol  of  a  great  political  party,  and  in  the  year 
1800,  second  in  influence  and  popularity  only  to  one  man 
in  America;  in  1812,  we  see  the  same  individual,  bank- 
rupt in  fortune  and  reputation,  who,  having  wandered  for 
years  among  various  nations  in  Europe,  had  returned  to 
his  native  land,  detested  as  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and 
shunned  with  horror  by  all  good  men  as  a  murderer. 

Will  not  the  ingenuous  mind,  in  view  of  such  a  career, 
be  forced  to  the  conclusion,  that  although  the  mere  poli- 
tician may  extol  the  tact  and  address,  and  management  of 
a  partisan  leader,  the  continued  support  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  American  people,  can  only  be  obtained  by  afford- 
ing evidence  of  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose,  and 
that  virtue  and  patriotism  alone  are  safe  and  certain  pass- 
ports to  power  and  glory. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  war  between  France  and 
the  other  European  powers,  had  occasioned  a  great  de* 
mand  for  the  bread  stuffs  produced  by  the  grain  growing 
states,  which  had  raised  the  price  of  produce  in  this  coun- 
try to  an  amount  before  unequalled;  that  as  the  Ameri- 
cans occupied  a  neutral  position,  their  vessels  navigated 
freely  the  ocean,  and  that  thus  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  belligerents,  and  particularly  of 
France,  was  engrossed  by  American  ship  owners.  The 
strength  of  the  British  on  the  ocean  rendered  that  nation 
less  dependent  than  France  on  this  country  for  carrymg 
on  its  transportation.  The  British  were  also  desirous  of 
compelling  the  French  to  transport  their  own  supplies 
and  goods  in  their  own  vessels,  because  the  French  vessels 
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when  on  the  high  seas,  in  all  humaq  probability,  would 
many  of  them  be  captured  by  the  British  privatecrS|  aii4 
vessels  of  ^ar.  For  this  reason^  and  with  a  view  to  cur- 
tail the  neutral  trade  of  the  United  StateSi  the  Engli^ 
government  adopted  orders  in  council,  tendine  to  chec]|p 
and  in  a  manner  suppress  all  intercourse  betwe^  Ameri,^ 
and  France.  This  state  of  things  bore  hard^  not  only  upoi^ 
America  but  France,  by  depriving  that  nation  of  su];|pli^ 
for  its  army.  The  B^rench  therefore  adopted  decree^ 
which  rendered  American  vessels  liable  to  seizure  an(| 
condemnation  when  carrying  on  what  had  heretofore  been 
a  lawful  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  American  go? 
vernment  remonstrated  ag^ainst  these  orders  and  decrees 
without  effect,  and  under  the  impression  that  neither  ]&ig* 
land  nor  France  could  dispense  with  the  use  of  our  pro? 
ductions,  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  an  embargo  on  all 
American  shipping,  until  one  or  both  the  bellig^rentf 
should  acknowledge  our  neutral  rights  by  a  repeal  of  their 
obnoxious  orders  and  decrees.  Congress  adopted  the  re- 
commendation by  passing  a  law  in  accordance  with  it, 
Tlie  embargo  bore  hard  on  the  northern  and  middle  statesu 
and  particularly  on  the  state  of  New- York. 

ti  was  contended  that  other  and  more  efficient  measur^ 
less  injurious  to  the  nation,  and  especially  to  the  grain 
growing  and  commercial  states,  than  a  resort  to  an  en^- 
bargo  for  an  indefinite  period  of  timc^  might  have  beei^ 
adopted.  Shortly  aft^r  the  passage  of  this  act  by  con- 
gress, a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New-Yorl^ 
of  which  De  Witt  Clinton  was  chairipan,  and  James 
Townsend  was  secretary,  which  adopted  resolutions  diar 
approving  of  the  embargo;  and  Mr.  Cheetham,  in  the 
American  Citizen,  the  Clintonian  paper,  came  out  decided-; 
ly  against  the  measure.  The  federalists  to  a  man  de- 
nounced, with  gpreat  bitterness,  the  restrictive  measures  as 
ruinous  to  the  country.    The  republicans]  however,  ge^e* 
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rally  expreissed  their  approbation  of  the  eDfltargo,  aritl  it 
was  not  tohg  before  tbe  principal  tod  almost  ^  sole 
topic  of  dispute  between  the  tWopartieis^wsbtbe  iiuestioYi 
as  to  tbe  propriety  a:nd  fitness  of  this  measure,  with  whioi 
wai^  connected  a  dispute  whetheir  the  Briti^  oVders  Jn 
council  were  provoked  by  the  French,  or  Whether  tbe 
French  decrees  were  n6t  tn  t^oine  degree  excusable  as  k 
retaliatory  measure  to  the  English  orders  in  council.  The 
federalists  advocated  the  first  position,  and  the  Iktte'r  w^ 
contended  for  by  the  republicans. 

While  these  national  questionis  agitated  the  public  mind, 
the  legislature  convened  at  AlbaAy.  Doct.  Alexander 
Sheldon  was  again  elected  speaker,  and  Daniel  Rodman 
clerk.  Rodman,  the  republican  candidate,  received  sixty 
votes,  land  Mr.  G.  Y.  Lansing,  the  fornier  clerk,  twenty- 
one.  This  vote  may  be  considered  aii  evidence  of  the 
strength  of  patties  in  the  assembly. 

The  speech  of  the  new  governor  was  welt  writtien.  It 
presented  a  succinct  and  clear  view  of  the  controversy 
between  the  American  government  and  the  belligerehts  of 
Europe,  and  decidedly  approved  of  the  embargo  as  the 
most  safe  and  efficient  means  of  causing  both  the  English 
and  ("rench  to  respect  our  national  rights. 

In  the  assembly,  when  discussing  tbe  iEinswer  of  that 
body  to  the  governor's  speech,  upon  that  part  of  it  which 
advocated  the  embargo  laws,  a  warm  debate  ensued,  but 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  governor,  was  adopt* 
ed  by  a  vote  of  sixty-two  to  twenty-two. 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  the  assembly  made  choice 
of  a  council  of  appointment,  consisting  of  Benjamin  Coe 
from  the  southern,  Peter  C.  Adams  from  the  middle,  Johr 
Yeeder  from   the  eastern,  and  Nathan  Smith  of  the  west 
ern  districts. 

The  council  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Work  for 
which  they  were  created.     They   removed  Dr.  Tillotsoo 
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from  the  office  of  secretary  of  statei  and  appointed  Elisha 
Jenkins.  They  restored  Mr.  Clinton  to  the  Mayoralty  of 
New- York;  they  remoTcd  Maturin  Livingston  from  the 
office  of  recorder,  and  appointed  P.  C.  Van  Wyck  to  that 
office.  Sylyanu^  Miller,  who  had  been  by  Got.  Lewis  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  surrogate  of  New-York  to  make 
place  for  Ogden  Edwards,  was  restored  to  his  former 
place,  and  eleven  other  removals  and  appointments  werc^ 
made  on  the  same  day. 

By  the  election  of  Mr.  Tompkins  to  the  office  of  go 
vemor,  another  vacancy  was  caused  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  to  £ill  that  vacancy  Joseph  C.  Yates 
was  appointed.  This  appointment  occasioned  some  sur^ 
prise  to  the  members  of  the  bar.  Though  perfectly  amia- 
ble as  a  citizen.  Judge  Yates  was  not  much  known  as  a 
lawyer.  This  appointment  was  said  to  have  been  pro- 
cured principally  by,  the  influence  of  the  country  members 
of  the  legislature,  among  whom  he  was  much  esteemed, 
and  especially  by  Mr.  Yeeder,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
council  and  his  warm  and  personal  friend.  Mr.  Clinton 
was  almost  the  only  prominent  man  who  advocated  his 
appointment.  Mr.  Woodworth,  although  he  had  from  his 
boyhood  been  a  zealous  republican,  was,  because  he  sup- 
ported Gov.  Lewis,  within  a  few  days  after  the  first  or- 
ganization of  the  council,  removed  from  the  office  of  at- 
torney general,  and  Matthias  B.  Hildreth  of  Johnstown, 
appointed  in  his  place. 

I  observe  from  the  minutes  of  the  council  that  on  the 
18th  of  March,  John  W.  Taylor  and  Samukl  Young,  men 
who  have  since  made  a  distinguished  figure  in  political  life, 
were  appointed  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  town  of 
Balls  ton  in  Saratoga,  and  that  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month  Martin  Yan  Buren,  who  has  been  still  more  dis- 
tinguished, was  appointed  surrogate  of  the  county  of  Co- 
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Inmbia.  These,  I  pfesume,  were  the  first  cWil  ofEces 
heM  by  these  gentlemen. 

This  council  proceeded  to  send  new  general  commis- 
sions of  the  peace  into  many  of  the  counties,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  brought  about  almost  an  entire 
ehange  of  persons  holding  civil  offices  in  the^state.  Such 
was  the  power  of  this  strange,  and  formidable  machine 
called  the  council  of  appointment 

The  l^islature  seems  to  have  been  effectually  imbued 
with  the  same  spirit  which  governed  the  council.  There 
was  one  state  office,  and  only  one,  over  whose  tenure 
the  constitution  gave  them  control.  It  was  the  treasurer. 
That  office  was  then  held  by  Abraham  O  Lansmg,  an  up- 
right, responsible  and  capable  man.  Him  the  legislature 
promptly  removed,  and  appointed  David  Thomas,  late  a 
member  of  congress  from  Washington  county,  in  his 
place. 

Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton,  shortly  before  or  after  his  arrival 
in  Albany,  renounced  his  opposition  to  the  embargo  lawsi 
and  professed  his  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the 
general  administration.  For  this  he  was  severely  abused 
by  the  federalists,  and  by  his  quondam  friend  Mr.  Cheet- 
Iwm,  who  persisted  as  editor  of  the  American  Citizen,  in 
his  opposition,  and  charged  Mr.  Clinton  with  bad  faith,  in 
persuading  him  to  take  the  stand  he  had  taken  on  the 
question,  and  then  of  abandoning  him.  I  can  perceive  no 
just  cause  for  this  abuse.  The  embai^o  presented  a  great 
question  of  national  policy,  of  which  Mr.  Clinton  at  first 
formed  an  unfavorable  opinion,  but  upon  more  reflection, 
he  judged  differently.  Had  he  not  a  right,  and  was  it  not 
his  duty,  thus  to  do  1  Having  changed  his  opinion,  on 
fhe  subject,  as  an  honest  man,  he  was  bound  to  act  accord- 
ing to  ihe  convictions  of  his  own  conscience. 

The  second  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  president  of  the 
United  States,  would  esipire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1809, 
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It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  ^cMgnate  fte  cafidMhia 
fbr  ptesidentliy  a  congressional  cattccta;  and  James  Madi- 
son  was  nominated  by  sndi  eaueus.  TiAs  nominafCkMi 
gave  offence  to  the  Tice-presidenti  George  Glintoni  alid  Ms 
friends.  C^eorge  Clinton  was  by  the  same  ttucua  agaiA 
nominated  for  vice-president. 

Seventeen  republican  members  of  congress  fnrolestaA 
agi&nst  this  nomination.  Soofie  of  Hie  proteslors  Were 
from  the  state  of  New-York,  among  wliom  wei«  Jolift 
Riissel|  Josiah  Masters,  George  Clintoni  Jr.^  brother  l» 
De  Witt,  and  Peter  Swart. 

The  Albany  Register,  at  that  time  conducted  by  Mr. 
86al!bwidc,  who  acted  in  every  thing  in  concert  with  Dt 
Witt  Clinton,  declared  its  conidence  in  Mr.  Madison,  but 
at  the  same  time  expressed  an  <^inion  that  the  prestdenoy 
was  due  to  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Clinton.  On  the  tfk 
tit  March,  the  vice-president  wrote  from  Washington  to  a 
friend  in  Albany,  probably  De  Witt  Clinton^M  dteM 
with  a  view  that  his  letter  should  be  published,  t^lSoflgf 
that  he  was  not  consulted  about  the  nomination,  and  ha4 
neither  refused  or  consented  to  be  a  candidate.  He  did 
not,  he  said,  even  know  of  the  caucus  till  the  day  on  tha 
evening  of  which  it  was  held,  when  he  aocidentally 
Miw  a  notice  signed  by  Stephen  Roe  Bradley,  sumason^ 
ing  one  of  the  members  to  attend.  I  observe  that  iIm 
Albany  Register,  shortly  afterwards,  (26th  of  Mareb^) 
Spoke  with  some  bitterness  of  the  policy  of  Yirgittia,  and 
diarged  the  Virginians  with  cherishing  an  opinion  that  wa 
one  out  of  that  state  was  fit  for  the  first  ofBce  in  thia 
hation. 

On  the  other  hand,  so  early  as  the  wmter  of  1806,1 
4»bserve  an  article  copied  from  the  Richmond  Enquiref 
mto  the  Evening  Post,  describing  the  enormous  power 
-aielded  by  De  Witt  CUntm  in  this  stale,  and  alludiBr  f* 


Uie  &ct  that,  besides  being  a  senator  and  member  of  the 
comicil  of  appointment,  he  held  the  ofBce  of  mayor  of 
New-York,  which  tt  alleged  was  worth  twelve  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  I  mention  these  circumstances,  to  show 
the  origin  of  the  jealousies  ted  the  eventual  hostility 
between  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  and  the  Virginia  dynasty, 
as  it  was  afterwards  called. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  11th  of  April,  but  be- 
fore separating,  the  republican  members  signed  an  address, 
b  which  they  justified  the  measures  of  the  administration, 
and  urged  its  support.  The  address  was  signed  by  eighty- 
nine  members. 
.  The  effect  of  the  embargo,  among  other  things,  was  to 
reduce  the  price  of  wheat  from  two  dollars  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  bushel.  This  roused  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  they  listened  with  eagerness  to  the  arguments 
of  the  federalists.  That  party  rallied  with  great  vigor  m 
almost  every  county  in  the  state,  and  obtained  a  considera- 
ble accession  of  strength  in  the  assembly,  but  the  repub- 
lican party  still  retained  a  majority  in  that  house.  From 
the  eastern  district,  David  Hopkins,  a  federalist  was  elect- 
ed, and  from  the  middle,  Edward  P.  Livingston,  a  Lewisitei 
was  chosen.  Benjamin  Coe  and  William  W.  Gilbert;^ 
from  the  southern,  and  Luther  Rich,  Francis  Bloodgood) 
Sylvanus  Smally,  Walter  Martin  and  Silas  Halsey  frola 
the  western  districts,  all  rep«blicanS|  were  this  year  elect- 
ed to  the  senate. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 

FROM  MAT  h  180$,  TO  MAT  1,  19Q0. 

John  Quinct  Adams,  who  had  been  elected  a  senator 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts^ 
a  majority  of  whom  were  federalists,  and  of  course  were 
opposed  to  the  embargo  law,  in  the  winter  of  1808,  had 
addressed  a  letter  to  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  in  which  he  de^ 
dared  himself  in  favor  of  that  measure,  and  set  forth  at 
large  his  reasons  for  supporting  it.  This  letter  was 
republished  in  all  the  principal  democratic  newspapers 
in  the  state  of  New-York ;  and,  as  it  was  written  with 
great  ability,  and  the  standing  and  character  of  the  wri- 
ter entitled  him  to  much  respect,  it  had  a  ccmsiderable 
influence  on  the  public  mind.  Still,  however,  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  were  warmly 
opposed  to  the  embargo  laws,  and  Mr.  Adams,  under  these 
circumstances,  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  back  to  the  le- 
gblature  the  powet  with  which  they  had  invested  him, 
inasmuch  as  a  question  had  arisen,  subsequent  to  his  elec- 
tion, in  which  he  could  not,  in  conscience,  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  will  of  his  constituents.  He,  therefore,  on  the 
eighth  pf  June,  resigned  his  place  in  the  United  States 
senate,  in  order  to  afford  the  legislature  an  opportunity  of 
choosing  a  representative  whose  political  principles  ac- 
corded with  the  majority  of  that  body. 

The  Livingstons,  and  a  majority  of  the  promin^it  re 
publican  friends  of  Gov.  Lewis,  as  well  as  Mr.  Lewis 
himself,  in  connection  with  Col.  Swartwout,  M.  L.  Davis, 
and  other  leading  Burrites  in  New-York,  came  out  in 
support  of  the  general  administration,iuid  they  particularly 
:aanifested  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Madison  as  the 
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next  candidate  for  the  presidency.  In  their  anxiety  to 
sustain  Mr.  Madison,  they  assailed  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton^ 
charging  him  with  hypocrisy  in  professions  of  approbation 
of  the  embargo  law,  and  with  direct  hostility  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  Mr.  Madison.  In  this  they  were  sustained  by 
several  leading  newspapers  in  other  states.  A  newspaper 
printed  at  Washington,  called  the  ^^  Washington  Monitor,'' 
edited  by  Mr.  Colvin,  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  (Mri  Madison  being  then  secretary,)  a  man  of 
talents,  but  extremely  lax  in  his  moral  principles,  and 
irr^;ular  in  his  habits,  enlisted,  with  the  most  asperity,  in 
this  warfare.  These  editors,  in  their  animadversions  and 
strictures,  did  not  confine  their  attacks  to  De  Witt  Clinton, 
but  extended  their  denunciations  to  the  venerable  vice* 
president  and  Judge  Spencer.  The  appointments,  too, 
which  were  made  by  the  general  government,  began  to 
assume  an  aspect  of  preference  to  those  Burrites  and  Lew- 
isites, in  New- York,  who  were  known  to  be  personally 
hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton. 

John  Barber,  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Albany 
Register,  died  on  the  15th  July,  and  the  sole  management 
of  that  paper  then  devolved  upon  Solomon  Southwick, 
which  greatly  added  to  the  influence  which  the  personal 
address  and  zeal  of  that  gentleman  had  before  given  him, 
in  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Barber,  as  a  correct  and 
virtuous  citizen,  was  highly  esteemed,  and  his  death  was 
deeply  lamented. 

The  fall  elections  afforded  evidence  of  the  increase  of 
federal  strength  in  the  New-England  states.  The  state  of 
Vermont  elected  a  federal  governor,  and  a  majority  of 
federalists  in  the  legislature. 

The  New- York  legislature  met  on  the  first  of  November, 
for  the  purpose  of  choosing  presidential  electors. 

Doct.  Sheldon  having  been  beaten  at  the  election  in 
/ipril,  the  federalists  having  obtamed  a  majority  in  Mont- 
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gbtfi6ry  county,  6eh.  James  W.  Wilkin  of  t)range  county, 
vrte  chosefi  speaker,  in  opposition  to  fi^r.  Van  Rensselaeti 
tJte  YeAe^l  candidate.  'I'he  result  off  the  ballot  was,  {or 
Wilkin,  siity,  tdr  Van  feehsselaer,  forty-five,  ^his  vote 
nfay  \ie  considered  as  ah  evidence  of  t^e  strength  of  par- 
ties in  the  ii^embly. 

T%'e  j^oveimor'^  speech  cB^  hot  cofAaih  any  thing  wliich 
particularly  requires  notice,  tie  reiterated  his  approba- 
tibh  of  th^  general  administration,  ah<i  again  urged  a  sup- 
pdti  <rf  its  measures. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  democratic  party,  were 
fbif  giving  the  vote  of  the  state  to  George  Clinton  for  the 
office  of  president;  others  insisted  that  such  a  step  would 
be  hhwtse,  If  not  positively  wrong;  that  it  would  exhibit 
division  in  the  ranks  of  the  republicans  in  the  nation ; 
v^ovld  exdte  jealousy  and  unkind  feelings  among  the  re- 
pidblican  Iriehds  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  ultimately  impair 
the  jugt  influence  of  the  republicans  of  this  state  with  their 
brethren  in  other  states;  while  a  vote  for  Mr.  Clinton 
would  be  of  ho  possible  use  to  him,  as  it  was  morally 
certain  Mr.  Madison  would  be  elected.  It  was,  it  would 
seem,  finally  agreed  that  the  electors  should  be  chosen 
without  reference  to  their  opinions  on  this  question,  leav* 
ing  it  to  them  to  cast  their  votes  either  for  Mr.  Madison 
or  George  Clinton,  its  they  might  think  expedient. 
^  Ambrose  Spencer  and  Henry  Huntington  headed  the 
electoral  ticket  which  was  nominated  and  elected.  Even* 
tu&lly  silt  of  the  electors  of  this  state,  voted  for  George 
Clinton  for  president,  and  the  residue  for  Mr.  Madison. 

The  result  of  the  priesidential  vote  in  the  nation  for 
president,  was,  for  James  Madison,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  votes;  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  forty-eight  j 
George  Clinton,  six.  iPor  vice-president,  George  ClintoD 
received  one  huhdred  and  thirteen  votiss;  RuAis  King, 
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forty-eight;  Jol^n  Langdon,  nme;^  Jv^mes  Madispn,  tbree;t 
J^es  Mooro^y  three.f 

The  l^^lsiture,  after  choosing  electors^  adjoumedi 
^tho^t  att^m|>lipg[  to  t^^sact  any  ptber  busme98  of  iio,- 
Bprtpnce. 

Froii^  th^  i^pj^ie^t  when  it  was  knowQ  that  Gpy.  Tomp- 
l^ins  ha^  beqn  el^oted|  the  Lewisitei^  and  Burrites  had 
prosecuted  a  very  vigorous  peir^o^ial  opposition  to  Mr. 
Clinton.  The  diss^itUfactioQ  of  tlfe  vice-president  with 
the  npmins^tipn  of  Mr.  Madison  fpr  th^  o$ce  of  president; 
the  inclination  manifested  by  many  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friendi 
in  this  statt(^,  to  sypp^rt  M^  G^^r  ClintoQ,  in  opposition 
to  tlie,  caucus  noipin^tipn;;  and  thfi  disapprphatipi^  of  thf 
einbargp  laws^  early  manif^ted  by  Mr.  Clinton,  apd  i^ 
deed  by  the  vice-president^!  gave  color  to  that  opinioi^ 
But  their  i^ost  effectual  means  of  recruiting  their  foroe 
%nd  increasing  their  strength^  wa^  fron^  the  disappoints^ 
ofBce  seekers.  £very  ni^an  who  failed  in  getting  an  ap» 
pointment  for  which  he  was  an  applicant,  was  instructed 
to  charge  his  defeat  to  Mr.  Clinton,  and  as  th^  applicant 
for  o£Sce  is  always  the  la^t  man  to  impute  his  ill  success 
tp  his  own  unfitnctsSi  this^  advice  wa^  gcnexally  followed, 
while  the  persons  who  w^re  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  apr 
pointments,  were  taught  that  they  owed  their  success  tjp 
G^v.  Tojpfipkinsc^ 

Tprnp^ii^E^  hiins^f  prqfe^d,  tp  hay^  i^otrbing  to  do  wi^ 

*  Tlw  Totes  of  New-Hampshire. 

t  The  votes  of  New-York. 

I  la  tke  wimf T  of  1808,  Hr.  CluirlM  a.  W«beter  i^nbUriiedr  in  the  Altmny  Oa- 
seUe,  a  statenveqt  of  ati  interview  between  him  and  Wm.  Dunoing,  a  democratic 
senator  from  the  middle  district,  substautialir  alleging  that  he,  (Dunning,)  had 
lyotiveda  letter  froiq  the  vlce>t>reftidont  disapproving  of  the  fmbnrgo.  To.  ihis» 
Mr.  Donning  interposed  an  evasive  denial ;  but  he  declined  stating  what  the  con- 
versation was,  as  he  insisted  that  it  was  confidential.  He  says  Mr.  Webster  did 
■ot  see  the  vice-president's  letter,  but  he  does  not  pnhUiih  the  lifiter,  or  pniteBi 
to  ^te  what  it  contained.  From  the  stntement  ft  is  fair  to  infer  that  the  vice- 
preMdent  did,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dunning,  express  himself  nnfayorable  to  the  em* 
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this  personal  warfare;  indeed ^  he  claimed  to  be  the  per- 
sonal as  well  as  political  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton;  but  the 
circumstance  that  Mr.  Mangle  Mmthorne^  the  father-in-law 
of  the  governor,  and  a  wealthy  citizen  of  New- York,  was 
a  leader  in  these  attacks,  and  generally  chairman  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Martling  men,  as  Mr.  Clinton's  opponents 
were  called,  induced  considerable  suspicion  that  Mn  Tomp- 
kins secretly  encouraged  these  assaults,  which  now  evi- 
dently  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  a  regular  system,  or 
plot,  which  had  for  its  object  the  political  prostration  of 
Mr.  Clinton. 

A  little  before  the  winter  session  of  the  legislature,  a 
public  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  national  administration 
was  notified  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New-York.  In 
order  to  create  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  republican 
members  of  the  legislature,  then  about  to  convene,  and  to 
impair  the  influence  of  Mr.  Clinton  among  them,  the  fol- 
lowing article  appeared  in  a  paper  which  was  the  organ 
of  Mr.  Clinton's  opponents  in  New-York,  called  the  Pub* 
lie  Advertiser:*— 

«A  CAUTION  AGAINST  SURPRISE." 

'^  An  abominable  intrigue  is  said  to  be  in  contemplation 
to  place  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  in  the  chair  of  the  intended 
republican  meeting. 

^^  A  measure  so  obnoxious  to  the  republicans  would  de- 
stroy the  harmony  of  the  meeting.  If  De  Witt  Clinton 
should  be  offered,  he  will  be  opposed  and  rejected  with 
disdain. 

^^  There  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  Mr.  Clinton's 
supporting  the  general  government,  provided  he  has  re- 
nounced his  errors:  but  he  must  inspire  more  confidence 
before  he  can  expect  to  attain  the  honorable  station  of  a 
republican  chairman. 

'^  A  more  uniform  character  ought  to  be  selected*  Be- 
fore Mr.   Clinton  is  received,  he   must  unequivocally 
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renounce  his  connection  with  Cheetham,  Masters,  Mum- 
ford  and  Van  Cortlandt.* 

'^  It  is  hoped  there  is  not  a  member  of  the  general 
oommittee  that  will,  for  a  moment,  think  of  a  measure 
which  would  be  decisively  opposed,  and  viewed  as  an 
insiilt  to  the  public  understanding. 

^^  Let  it  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Clinton  officiated  as 
the  chaimum  of  a  general  meeting  which  censured  the 
conduct  of  James  Cheetham;  that  his  consenting  to  serve, 
q>pears  to  have  been  a  mere  cover,  for  since  that  period 
he  has  been  as  intimate  with  Cheetham  as  he  ever  was. 

^^  Republican  proceedings  should  be  open,  frank  and 
dignified.  The  people  cannot  be  deceived  by  the  little 
tricks  and  stratagems  of  petit  politicians.  Beware  of 
mtrigues." 

I  find  the  above  extract  copied  into  the  Register  of  the 
S4th  January,  1809.  The  Register  characterises  the  arti* 
cle  in  the  Advertiser  as  a  base  libel.  It  says  that  the 
Advertiser,  when  the  article  was  penned,  knew  that  it  was 
impossible  that  Mr.  Clinton  could  be  chairman  of  the 
meeting  referred  to,  because  it  was  publicly  known  that 
he  was  to  leave  New- York  for  Albany,  in  order  to  take  his 
seat  in  the  senate,  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing in  New-York. 

The  adjourned  legislature  met  on  the  S7th  of  January. 

Four  days  after  the  session  commenced,  (Jan.  31,)  Mr. 
Clinton,  probably  partly  with  a  view  to  disprove  the 
allegations  of  the  Martling  men  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  republican  party  in  the  nation,  brought  into  the  senate 
t  series  of  resolutions,  approving  of  the  general  adminis- 
tration, and  pledging  the  state  for  its  support. 
'  These  resolutions,  upon  their  introduction,  were  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Clinton  by  an  elaborate  and  able  speech. 

*  Mewftn.  Mamfiyrd^MMters  and  Van  Cortland,  were  members  efeoflcreis  wke 
veied  against  the  embargo,  and  also  protesters  against  tlie  nomination  of  Madinoik 
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Ejp^  reviewed  the  controyersy  betwe^  this  cmntiy,  9^ 
the  European  belligerents,  and  he  shoWi^d  that  i^pemvi 
(^uld  pot|  consistent  with  h^  iQ4^pwdeiu:^  said  digaity 
^S^^  mtion^  anj  iQQger  submit,  to  a  yioliLtio«  of  ow  umi 
tpd  rights,  He  tr^c^d  the  cpiMaes.  of  th^  diffipulti^  t^  tht 
mal-conduct  of  Great  BxitWi  and,  he  insisted  thalb  4bi| 
eipbaTgo  apd.  npn-btercour^  laws  were  the  safest  and 
most  proper.  iQ,€^sures  to  which,  imder  \h^  cir£iups(WGc% 
th^  government  could  rc^rt.  He  condemned  the  violent 
^position  of  Massachusetts  and  the  other  easterp  BMfHh 
to  the  emb;ggrgQ  laws;  be  deprecated  the  Baea^ures  whieh 
i^p  federalists  iu  tliat  quarter  were  pursuingi  as  tettdkig 
tp  a  division  cif  the  union;  and  it  was  on  this  ciccaeioOf 
that  h^  made,  as  applicable  to  the  governing,  priaciple  of: 
the  eastern  federalists,  his  celebrated  quotation  from.  MUr 

«  Better  to  r^ign  in  HeU,  than  a«rv«  In  Heaven." 

In.  the  assembly,  counter  resolutions  condemnatory  of 
the  embargo  and  of  the  whole  restrictive  system,  were^ 
ab'QUt,  the  same  time,  introduced  by  the  federalists* 

Ip  that  body,  the  federalists  had  not  only  becon^ 
respectable  1^  to  numbers,  but  they  had  several  men 
deservedly  distinguished  for  their  talents,  Abraham 
Van  Yechten  was  a  member  from  the  county,  of  AJbi^r 
ny«  The  great  talents  and  high  standing  of  Mr.  Van 
Yechten  are  too  well  known  to  require  any  description, 
and  the  same  remark  is  applicable  to  Daniel  Cady^  i| 
menpiber  from  Montgomery  county,  who  is  stUI  livings 
The  latter  gentleman  has  devoted  ao  unusually  long  pror 
fe^ional  life  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  has  acquired  \ 
reputation,  as  a  lawyer,  of  inestimable  value.  He  never 
suffered  political  pursuits  for  on,e  moment  to  divert  him 
from,  the  iadustrioifs  aud  faithful  discha^<e  of  his  profea^ 
sional  duties. 

Mr.  Jacob  Riitsen  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  county  of 


1809.1  W  KEW-YOnB:.  J^3 

Columbia,  was  also  a  member  of  the  same  assembly.  Mr. 
Yan  Rensselaer  was  not  sO  distinguished  in  his  professioui 
(he  vras  bred  a  lawyer,)  as  the  other  two  gentlemen,  but 
he  was  a  man  of  talents,  and  a  bold,  active,  and  most 
cealous  politician.  Under  the  lead  of  these  gentlemen,  a 
furious  war  was  carried  on  against  the  political  majority 
in  the  state,  and  against  the  general  administration.  Oil 
the  other  band,  the  republican  side  of  the  question  was 
well  and  ably  sustained,  in  the  assembly,  by  Nathan  San- 
ford,  afterwards  chancellor,  Roger  Skinner,  afterwards 
United  States  judge,  Obadiah  German,  D.  L.  Van  Ant- 
werp, and  others. 

llie  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the  embargo,  and  the 
ineasures  of  the  administration  generally,  were  eventually 
rejected,  and  those  introduced  by  Mr.  Clinton  were  adopted 
by  both  houses:  in  the  senate,  without  a  division,  and  in 
the  assembly  by  a  vote  of  sixty-one  to  forty-one. 

A  council  of  appointment  was  chosen  on  the  30th  of 
January.  The  senators  elected,  were  Jonathan  Ward  of 
the  southern  district,  James  G.  Graham  of  the  middle, 
Isaac  Kellogg  of  the  eastern,  and  Alexander  Rhae  of  the 
western.  No  important  appointments  were  made  this 
year. 

Solomon  Southwick  was  made  sheriff  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany.  At  that  time  Mr.  Southwick's  popu- 
larity and  influence  were  sufficient  to  command  almost  any 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  repuUican  party. 

The  voluntary  suspension,  by  the  act  of  the  government, 
of  the  exportation  of  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country, 
by  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws,  annoyed  and 
disturbed  the  ship  owner;  for  his  capital,  invested  in  ships, 
was  rapidly  wasting  by  the  decay  ^nd  rotting  of  his  ships 
in  port,  without  affording  him  one  cent  of  profit;  the  im- 
porting merchant  was  arrested  in  his  business,  because  the 
anflSiilation  of  the  exporting  business  deprived  him  of  all 
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means  of  reDuttaiMe;  9md  the  ienoeF  felt  grievowly  tbf 
effect&  of  tbe  lestrictive  systeia  in  the  failiiure  of  any  4%* 
mand  for  hw  produdionsi  and  in  the  very  great  redoctiw 
te  the  pric^  of  ^T^y  article^  which  could  be  sold  at  all|  in 
i^ark:^« 

The  eaatern  states  boldly  took  die  ground  that  W  «l«^ 
Wgo>  for  m  ttnliniited'  period  of  time,  was  unoonstiti^ 
tiopal;  inasiniMsh  as  tbia  constitution  merely  autboiiae4 
coi^esa  to  r^ulate  commerce^  but  an  indefinite  embnirgy 
was  W  0tmikiMum  of  it. 

hi  addiUon  to  all  these  causes  of  complaint  against  tht 
embargo  system,  there  was  another,  which  disgusted  s<me 
^  its  original  firiends.  *  Such  was  the  extent  of  the  Aq^ri- 
ean  coasts,  and  so  numeroi^  were  our  ports,  that  it  W9§ 
imposffible  to  enforce  the  law.  Honest  men  obeyed  il^ 
wd  suffered  by  it;  but  the  knave  evaded  it,  and  pocketed 
large  profits  as  a  reward  for  his  temerity,  in  violating  tb^ 
laws  of  his  cK>untry,  It  was  said,  and  perhaps  justly 
said,  that  a  legislator  was  bound  to  know  whether  a  bw 
could,. or  could  not,  be  executed;  that  he  merited  tbt 
condemnation  of  his  constituents,  when  he  enacted  a  law 
which  the  eyent  proved  could  not  be  executed  ;  and  that 
his  failing  to  foresee  the  event  was  an  evidence  of  his  in^ 
capacity  to  Legislate. 

But  no  mere  argument  will  produce  an  effect  on  tho 
people  like  actual,  palpable  pecuniary  loss.  The  mer^ 
chant  who  fails  in  business,  and  the  farmer,  the  price  of 
whose  wheat,  or  other  article,  sinks  on  his  hands  to  one- 
half  the  former  price,  are  extremely  apt  to  charge  on  the 
men  who  manage  the  affairs  of  the  governqient  their 
unwelcome  reverses  of  fortune.  They  readily  conclude 
that  a  change  of  men  can  scarcely  make  things  worse,  and 
may  make  them  better. 

Had  the  federalists  confined  their  opposition  to  the 
measures  adopted  by  government  to  repe}  the  agpe^Sftgoa 
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fC  ih%  B^rfffeBik  belligerently  m  our  i^Q^nyiwp!  tbal  10  W 
fay,  the  embargo  and  non-inta^coiuw  l»w«j  U  aeWNi  lo^ 
IP^  tbey  must  have  carried  a  vti^rity  ot  4|^  Am^rvsan 
peof^Ie;  but,  unfortunately  for  their  «uiocf)9fk|  they  oonlteiir 
yjlly  iiitteted  that  we  had  little  of  no  comae  qf  complaiiil 
fgjimst  Qrcjat  Britab,  and  th«t  Fsanpe  waa  the  prinoip^t 
aggieaapn  If^  then,  they  contendedi  Americm  must  bam 
%  var,  it  ought  tp  be  ii  war  with  4^  Fr^ch,  ftud  net  ^ 
British. 

This,  was  a  reyival  of  the  oH  coi^eet  of  VT^Mg^  and'  of 
<miM|  roused  into  action  the  democratic  feeling  which 
operated  so  int^isely  on  the  minds  of  men  during  that 
period.  Nay,  more,  it  was  calling  out  the  remnant  of 
fovolutionary  feeling  which  then  existed.  Our  mothers 
bed  taught  us  in  our  cradles  that  the  British  were  our  fn* 
^ies.  It  was  difficult  for  the  most  adroit  politician  i6 
teach  us  a  different  and  adverse  lesson. 

StUl,  there  were  many  republicans  sp  disgusted  with 
the  restrictive  measures,  that  they  abandoned  their  partj. 
Some  respectable  Lewisites  and  Burrites  could  not  im 
indueed  again  to  act  with  a  party,  who,  in  their  judgment| 
had,  without  any  cause,  opposed  the  election  of  their  fa- 
vorite gubernatorial  candidates;  ^nd  there  were,  00  doubt^ 
many  other  disappointed  applicants  for  o$ce,  who,  fronts 
resentment,  or  from  having  lost  all  hope  pf  participating 
in  the  spoils  with  the  ruling  party,  sought  a  phange,  vrith. 
the  certainty  that  no  change  could  make  their  situation 
worse,  but  that  a  revolution  of  parties  might  better  theii 
condition. 

The  republican  party  were  by  no  means  inactive.  Pub- 
lic meetings  were  held,  and  the  most  vigorous  efforts  were 
made  to  sustain  the  national  and  state  administrations. 
Legislative  addresses,  of  both  parties,  were  drawn  and 
published,  and  circulated  in  every  part  of  the  state,  but 
the  election  finally  resulted  in  the  triumph  nf  the  federal 
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party — ^the  first  ttiumph  vhich,  as  a  party,  fhey  had 
acbieyedi  since  the  year  1799. 

In  the  assembly  the  federalists  obtained  a  majority,  and 
in  the  eastern  and  western  districts  federal  senators  were 
elected.  I«rael  Carle  was  elected  from  the  80Utheni| 
Samuel  Haight  and  Johanniis  Bniyn  from  the  middley 
Daniel  Parris  and  John  Steams  from  the  eastern,  and  Jo- 
nas Piatt,  Seth  Phelps  and  Amos  Hall  from  the  western 
districts. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  as  follows: — 


DiiCrieU.  Sep.  ICiij. 

Southern...... 840 

Middle, 816 


mstriots.  FBd.lfa|. 

Eastern, 534 

Western, 391 


1666  925 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  republican  ma- 
jority of  freeholders,  in  the  state,  was  but  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-one. 

Gen.  Obadiah  German  was,  during  the  session  of  1809, 
elected  senator  of  the  United  States,  as  the  successor  of 
Doct.  Mitchell.  His  election  was  not  anticipated.  John 
Tayler,  and  several  other  prominent  republicans,  were  spo- 
ken of  as  candidates,  but  the  western  part  of  the  state 
claimed  that  the  United  States  senator  should  be  taken 
from  that  quarter,  and  Gen.  German  had  deservedly  ac- 
quired much  influence  in  the  legislature,  having  been  for 
a  considerable  time  a  member.  Although  an  uneducated 
man,  he  was  distinguished  for  strong  and  vigorous  intel- 
lectual powers;  while  his  frank  and  independent  course, 
as  a  legislator,  secured  to  him  the  friendship  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  members.  Mr.  Clinton  was  said  to  have 
been  friendly  to  his  nomination  and  election. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

FROM  MAT  I,  1809,  TO  MAT  1,  Iflia 

Thb  chief  of  the  French  government  had  stipulated  thaf- 
whenever  the  British  government  should  rescind  their 
orders  in  council,  as  respected  the  American  trade,  he 
would  revoke  his  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  and  in  the 
month  of  April,  Mr.  Erskine,  the  English  minister  at 
Washington,  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  American 
government,  that  the  orders  in  council  should  be  repealed 
on  the  tenth  day  of  June  then  next. 

The  president  immediately  issued  a  proclamation  set* 
ing  forth  the  substance  of  the  treaty,  and  announcing  that 
the  embargo  and  other  restrictive  statutes  would  be  re* 
pealed,  according  to  a  proviso  contained  in  those  acts,  on 
the  same  tenth  day  of  June. 

This  proclamation  was  received  with  great  joy  all  over 
America;  but  the  republican  party,  especially,  hailed  the 
news  with  triumph,  claiming  it  as  a  demronstration  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  embargo  laws,  which  the  federalists,  as  co- 
ercive measures,  had  so  bitterly  and  unsuccessfully  de- 
nounced. The  republicans,  with  great  confidence,  ascribed 
this  happy  (supposed)  termination  of  our  foreign  disputes 
to  the  firmness  and  wisdom  of  the  national  administration. 
But  the  news  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  have  much  effect  on 
the  April  election.  It  came  to  the  polls  in  the  town  where  J 
then  resided  and  now  reside,  which  is  but  fifty  miles  from 
Albany,  on  the  second  day  of  the  election,  directed  to  me 
in  a  hand  bill  form.  I  instantly  made  it  known,  but  the 
federalists  denied  its  truth,  and  charged  it  as  a  sheer  elec- 
tioneering trick.  The  same  course  was  taken  by  the  fede- 
ralists at  mo^t  other  polls,  in  the  static  where  the  news  ar- 
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riyed  before  the  electiton  terminated.  Many  federalifils 
were  undoubtedly  sincere  ia  their  belief  that  the  procla* 
matioQ  was  forged,  for  considerable  sums  of  money  were 
lost  by  bets  upon  Db  gttiuih^6te. 

The  tenth  of  June  was  celebrated  in  most  of  the  cities 
and  counties  in  die  stale,  as  a  day  of  triumph  of  the  re- 
publican partyi  hut  that  triuaftph  was  of  biit  riiort  ^hUra^^ 
tion^  for  the  British  gorsrnm«it  disar^Wdfl  the  authMrity 
of- Mr.  Ersldna  to  tot^  into  such  an  anai^nienti  and 
pisremptonly  refused  to  carry  into  effeet  the  itq^ttkti«N» 
o£  their  ministeri  b^  a  rq>eal  ot  even  the  sliglftest  mtiiiSt^ 
cation  of  the.  orders  in  council. 

This  disavowal  was  raeeiTed  by  the  American  gereiiH 
ment  and  the  republican  party  in  general,  with  deep  in- 
dignation; and  they  charged,  in  no  measured  temw^the 
British  cabinet  with  a  palpable  breach  of  public  and 
pigged  faith.  The  federalists  too,  were  much  mortified 
and  chagrined,  for  they  had  all  along  apolc^ised  for  eyfery 
act  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  this  instance  their  ingeniiit|f 
was  severely  taxed  to  indent  an  excise  <or  tiie  conduct  of 
Great  Britain.  They  finally  settled  down  upon  the  pkil 
of  charging  the  president  with  enteringintoanengagemiettt 
with  Mr.  Erakhie  with  a  full  biowledge  that  he  had  no 
power  to  make  it,  and  the^  thariefore  agreed  that  the  pre* 
sfcdent  and  not  the  British  goyemment  was  culpable. 

The  federalists,  in  order  to  carry  oh  the  war  with  mor^ 
yigor,  induced  Mr.  Harry  Croswell,  a  gentleman  of  talents 
and  great  power  as  a  political  writer,  who  had  printed  and 
conducted  the  ^^BAi>JkNCB"  at  Hudson  for  many  years| 
and  who  we  hftve  been  wtis  indicted  for  a  libel  on  Mrw 
Jefferson,  to  temoye  to  Albany  and  there  issue  a  party 
paper  entitled  the  "  Balance  and  New-York  Journal.'' 

In  the  city  of  If  ew-York,  Mr.  Cheetham,  in  the  Ameri* 
can  Citizen,  continuing  to  oppose  the  embaigo,  that  paper 
deelmad,  «m1  in  &oi  ceased  to  be  recognized  as  a  reoubli- 
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MH  f9lpef.  To  mpply  its  plaee,  Mr.  Chftrii^  Ht^^  who 
had  been  indicted  for  sedition  in  CoimecCiait  under  tkd  aA^ 
rtMfttralkttttf  Mr.  Aibms^  established  a  Clitttonian  repub- 
iMk  ipi^^  called  tte  Coltisibiui^k  the  dty  of  Nei>^ 

l»t%^a)^ys  ttte  to  poIHkal  {Parties  in  ^n  conntry  what 
#Mkiflg  to6)S  a)is  t«  fbe  ofi^imtive  meofaanic.  I  do  n6t 
^>eak  this  intendmg  any  want  of  respect  for  party  edifoim 
Ai  A  MtoS  of  citiasens  they  are  respectable,  and  many  of 
tiiMb  p<)sSiess  talents  of  high  order.  Z  merely  stale  tte 
k^y  as  tti  accuse  for  occupying  the  time  of  the  read^  li 
fliia  hi^ory  of  parties^in  occasional  notices  ctf  MwspapM 
ilid  their  ledhofs. 

A  goterhof  Tiras  to  be  elected  in  April,  1810,  and  ihh 
federalkits  took  an  early  position  in  the  field*  Onthefillk 
df  ilantmiry,  a  lafge  and  respectable  meeting  was  held  iA 
Albany,  of  nvhich  Abrahion  Van  Yechtefn  was  chairman, 
and  irt  which  Jonas  Piatt  was  Acmiinated  for  g^Temoir. 
Mr.  Piatt  was  a  lawyer,  highly  teq)ectable  fbt  talents, 
iikd  great  ptirity  of  chatacteir.  He  was  a  plotted  in  the 
dmmtty  west  of  Albany,  for  although  VThttesborough,  his 
place  of  teAietkcej  is  now  quite  in  theinteiibr,  and  rather 
^feistferly  of  the  centre  of  population  in  the  state,  in  1790, 
fiHr  abottt  that  time,  when  Gen.  Piatt  established  him^lf 
{hete,  it  was  a  frontier  settlement.  He  had,  therefore, 
grown  up  and  grown  glreat  with  the  great  west.  Pk'oba- 
bly  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  strong  tote  in  the  old  western 
district,  which  until  the  last  election,  had  been  considered 
the  stronghold  of  republicanism,  was  one  reason  for  the 
selection  of  a  candidate  residing  in  that  district,  and  the 
anexpected  success  of  Mr.  Piatt,  in  his  election  as  senatot, 
^S  piroof  of  his  personal  popularity,  and  indicated  him 
dUs  the  most  suitable  candidate  residing  in  that  quarter,  for 
the  office  of  goremot 
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.    Kioholfts  Fish  was.  afterwards  nominated  as  the  federal 
candidate  for  lieutenant  goremor. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  30th  of  Januarj.  Gen* 
William  North,  of  Duansburgh,  was  the  federal  candidate 
for  speaker,  and  chosen  over  William  Livingston,  the 
democratic  candidate,  by  a  vote  of  ^ly-seven  to  forty^- 
three,  showing  a  federal  majority  in  the  assembly  of  four* 
jteen. 

The  governor  in  his  speech  reviewed  the  controversy 
ef  the  United  States  with  the  belligerents  of  EuropOi 
pointed  out  the  injuries  which  this  country  had  sustained 
by  a  violation  of  its  neutral  rights,  and  justified  the  course 
pursued  by  the  general  administration.  He  spoke  favora- 
bly of  the  success  of  the  experiment  then  being  made  by 
domestic  manufacturies,  and  he  recommended  legislative 
encouragement  of  the  companies  engaged  in  them.  He 
urged  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  common 
riiool  fund,  and  he  concluded  by  recommending  harmony 
and  unanimity  of  action. 

When  parties  in  a,  legislative  body  are  nearly  equally 
divided,  a  recommendation  of  unity  and  harmony  is  em* 
phatically  ^^  words,  words,  words,"  and  nothing  else. 

The  assembly  forthwith  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
council  of  appointmait,  and  Israel  Carl  of  the  southern, 
Robert  Williams  of  the  middle,  Daniel  Parris  of  the  east- 
ern^  and  Amos  Hall  of  the  western  districts  were  elected, 
Mr.  Parris  and  Gen.  Hall,  were  federalists,  but  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  elected  to  the  senate  as  a  republican.  There 
was  not  at  that  time  a  single  federalist  in  the  senate  from 
either  the  southern  or  middle  districts.  Hence  the  ma- 
jority in  the  assembly  were  compelled  to  choose  senatorsy 
for  members  of  the  council  from  those  districts^  who 
were  elected  as  republicans.  Mr.  Carl  was  frank  and 
decided,  and  possessed  a  character  for  sincerity  and  fian- 
which  excluded  all  suspicion  that  he  would  swerve 
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Cram  aa  honotable  republican,  course*  Not  so  with  Mr* 
Williams.  He  had  beeo  wavering  in  his  politics^  and 
had  alternately  been  a  Burrite,  Lewisite  and  Clinto* 
nian.  He  was^  in  fact^  suspectpd  to  be  a  political  buck- 
ster^his  subsequent  conduct  proved  him  to  be  such.  He 
had,  however^  carefully  concealed  his  intentions  from  the 
political  friends  with  whom  he  professed  to  act,  so  much 
B0J  that  after  his  election  many  republicans  had  full  confi- 
dence that  he  would  be  true  to  their  interest;  but  upon 
the  first  meeting  of  the  council,  on  the  second  day  of 
February,  all  doubts  were  removed,  and  Mr.  Williams 
fiiUy  exhibited  the  political  character  which  he  meant  there- 
after to  assume.  At  that  first  meeting,  the  attorney  general, 
secretary  of  state,  recorder  of  Albany,  mayor,  recorder^ 
district  attorney  and  surrogate  of  New-York,  were  re- 
moved, and  Abraham  Van  Vechten  was  appointed  attor- 
ney general;  Daniel  Hale,  secretary  of  state;  Theodore 
y.  W.  Graham,  recorder  of  Albany;  Jacob  Radcliff, 
mayor  of  New- York;  J.  O.  Hoffman,  recorder;  C,  D. 
Golden,  district  attorney,  and  John  W.  Mulligan,  surro- 
gate of  New- York.  The  surrogate  of  Dutchess  county, 
James  Talmadge,  was  removed,  and  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  the 
son-in-law  of  Mr.  Williams,  but  a  young  lawyer  of  high- 
Ij^  respectable  talents  and  character,  was  appointed  in  his 
jplace.  Several  minor  removals  and  appointments  were^ 
also  made  this  day. 

The  indignation  of  the  republicans  against  Williams 
was  everywhere  intense,  but  in  no  part  of  the  state  was 
that  indignation  nearer  bursting  forth  into  open  outrage 
than  in  his  own  district.  The  very  friends  who  exerted 
their  influence,  employed  their  time  and  expended  their 
money  to  procure  his  election,  were  those  who,  by  his 
casting  vote,  were  ejected  from  office — office  upon  the 
emoluments  of  which  some  of  them  depended  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  families.     He  was  stigmatized   as  a  traitor 
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9hi  labeled  as  t  Judte  Iscariot.  Who  wovM  porolHM 
Aorl^Ted  power  tit  micb  a  pricet  Mr.  WilliamB,dioagb 
a  Man  of  tonsulerable  acdvity,  aiMress  a&d  enterpite^ 
alter  he  ceased  t6  bea  m^iaber  of  Ihe  coaneil)  "miB  negleel*^ 
ed  by  all  pAtti^j  fati  tv^  aereT  aftervvards  heard  of  im 
political  Mb,  Kb  fkte  ahoald  operate  aa  a  beaeoa  la 
ybtthg  poKticittns.  The  public  are  too  juat  ta  coDdattft 
any  indiyidual  t&t  hia  pdlitical  opiniona,  pf ovided  ha  ci^ 
preaaea  thein  fiankly  and  aupports  them  feirly.  It  ia  cfolH 
i^hoeient,  hypocrisy  and  tieacheryi  whxeh  are  in  poliliai 
t^  unpardonable  ain,  a  ain  which  merita  ttd  gBMiaMy 
reeetTet  a  condemnatioil  which  ia  perpetual. 

Thia  council  waa  purely  federal,  unembarraaaed  witil 
the  acruplea  or  timidity  which  crippled  the  action  of  tbi 
eduncil  of  which  Lewia  waa  preaident  in  1807*  It  waa 
very  thorough,  and  as  a  Washington  newspaper  editoV  A 
a  late  day  would  have  said,  ^^  searching^^  in  ita  operatiotta^ 
Olerks  of  counties,  sheriffs,  district  attorneya,  judges  cf 
courts  of  common  pleas,  surrogates,  and  justices  of  Aft 
peace,  were  generally  made  to  feel  ita  power. 

The  aasembly  very  properly  pasaed  a  bill  re-appointing 
Abraham  G.  Lansing  aa  treasurer,  in  which  the  aeMita 
concurred. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  a  legialatire  caucua  of  tha  M^ 
publican  members  was  held,  at  Which  Tompkins  and 
Broome  were  nominated  for  re-election.  The  addreii 
was  drawn  by  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  signed  by  all  the  repub- 
lican members  of  the  legislature,  and  several  citizens  wfatt 
happened  to  be  in  attendance.  The  whole  number  of 
signers  of  the  address  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

The  answer  reported  in  the  assembly  to  the  govemor'a 
i^peeeh,  was  severe,  almost  to  indecorum.  It  attacked 
with  great  asperity  the  national  administration.  It  charged, 
that  we   had  more  cause  of  war  with  France  than  Great 


r 
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Britam,  aad  tiiat  the  gd?eiiit&eiit  had  nbt  pvntted  an  im- 
partial canree  towards  the  belligereaitB* 

A  substttiite  reapoHfllTe  to  the  goirertkofr'a  ipeeeh  uraf 
qAired  by  Doct«  Mhchell  from  New^York^  Aa  Alt  and 
widely  extended  debate  enaaed)  oendneltd  prineipally  on 
the  federal  aide  by  Messrs.  Tan  Teohten,  Cady  and 
Oveevenot.  The  gentitimsn  last  mehtioiied,  was  a  new 
member  Aom  Columbia  coanty,  who^  ai^  a  meitber  of  the 
Kaw^^York  legislatiHre,  and  afterwards  afi  ia  member  of  con- 
gress^ distingnished  himself  as  one  of  the  most  spleadid 
onatofs  of  the  1^.  His  life,' though  brilliant,  was  short. 
Be  died  while  a  member  of  congress  in  1S17« 

On  the  repablican  side  of  the  house,  the  debate  was 
oanried  en  princfpally  by  Doet.  Mitdiell,  Roger  Skinner 
of  Washmgton  county,  D.  L.  Tan  Antweq^  of  Scheneo^ 
tady,  and  O.  P.  Oomstock  of  Seneca  county,  a  son  of  the 
tKirtky  Adam  Oomstock  of  Saratoga  county. 

I  happened  to  be  present  and  heard  the  speed  of  Doct« 
Ifitchell.  His  argument  afforded  evidence  of  much  read- 
ing, considerable  ability,  and  great  benevolence  of  hearty 
abd  yet  we  thought  it  smelt  of  the  shop,  for  in  speaking 
of  preparations  for  war,  and  the  resources  of  this  coun- 
try, he  had  occasion  to  state  that  an  abimdance  of  salt 
petre  might  be  found  among  us.  This  led  him  to  givi 
Ihte  history  of  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  making  gun- 
powder, aad  the  chemical  laws  which  governed  that  pro^ 
cess,  so  that  before  the  good  Doctor  was  aware  of  it,  ha 
appeared  entirely  to  have  forgotten  the  orders  in  council, 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  fedeml  and  republi- 
can parties,  and  was  transferred  to  his  chemical  laboratory, 
delivering  a  lecture  to  his  students  on  the  affinities  of 
bodies.  The  address,  as  reported  by  the  select  committee, 
was  finally  carried  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine  to  forty-six. 

In  the  senate,  a  select  committee  had  reported  an  an- 
ew^ to  the  governor's  speech,  responftve  to  it,  for  Which 


2^  WGLltlGAIs    HISTORY  [1810. 

Gen.  Piatt  offered  a  substitute,  which  was  supported  by 
himself  and  Mr.  Parris,  with  considerable  ability.  They 
were  answered  by  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Tayler.  The 
course  of  argument  pursued  by  Mr*  Clinton  and  Judge 
Tayler,  tended  to  charge  on  the  federalists  an  oyerweaiH 
ing  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  and  indeed  they  accused 
them  with  taking  sides  with  the  British  against  their  own 
country.  I  heard  Mr.  Tayler's  speech,  and  in  the  course 
of  it,  or  rather  towards  the  close,  probably  in  order  to 
keep  alive  the  revolutionary  prejudices  against  the  British, 
he  gave  a  detailed  account  of  their  negotiations  with  the 
Indians,  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  and  which  resulted  in  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties,  that  the  Indians  should  become  the  al* 
lies  of  the  British;  and  he  th^ce  charged  the  Englidi 
with  being  responuble  for  the  depredations  and  murders 
committed  by  the  savages.  Mr.  Tayler  then  proceeded 
to  give  an  account  of  the  patriotic  services  and  great  sa* 
orifices  and  sufferings  of  Mr.  Parris  the  father  of  the 
senator,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  finally  of  his 
treacherous  and  barbarous  nmrder  by  the  Indians.  ^^  And 
now,"  said  Mr.  Tayler,  ^^  I  am  surprised  and  grieved  to 
see  the  son  of  my  beloved  venerated  revolutionary  friend 
in  this  senate  pleading  the  British  cause." 

Mr.  Parris,  who  was  a  man  oi  high  and  honorable  feel-* 
ings,  was  much  excited,  and  replied  with  great  asperity 
to  Mr,  Tayler. 

Judge  Tayler  was  a  man  of  great  tact  and  discernment, 
and  I  give  this  part  of  his  speech  to  show  the  kind  of  ar^ 
gument  resorted  to  and  the  feeling  called  out  in  this  poli- 
tical contest. 

The  substitute  of  G^.  Piatt  was  rejected  in  the  senate 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  six. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  6th  day  of  Aprilf 
without  having  passed  any  important  general  taws.  ' 
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The  annual  election,  as  usual  when  a  goTemor  was  to 
be  elected,  was  sharply  contested;  but  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  election  was  held,  were  calculated  to 
eall  into  action  an  uncommon  degree  of  zeal.  The  great 
question  as  to  the  merits  of  the  measures  of  the  national 
government,  was  of  immense  importance,  and  was  to 
be  passed  on  by  the  people,  but  this  was  not  all,  nor 
perhaps  so  much  the  immediate  cause  of  the  high  excite- 
ment, as  the  fact  that  the  federalists  had  just  got  a  taste 
of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  the  republicans  had  been 
recently  ejected.  Indeed,  it  was  a  life  and  death  ques* 
tion  with  the  federalists.  If  they  could  elect  Gen.  Piatt, 
they  could  retain  the  power  of  which  they  had  had  barely 
time  to  taste.  If  Tompkins  should  be  elected  they  were 
prostrated  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  No  wonder 
then  they  struggled  as  it  were  for  Hfe.  Qn  the  other 
hand,  the  republicans  had  been  recently  ejected  from  office, 
which  only  sharpened  their  appetite  for  power,  and  their 
seal  in  the  contest  was  quickened  by  resentment  against 
the  party  who  had  overthrown  them.  Contrary  to  the 
expectations  of  both  parties,  the  republicans  were  not  only 
successful,  but  their  success  was  complete.  They  achiev- 
ed an  entire  and  complete  overthrow  of  their  opponents. 
Tompkins  was  re-elected  by  about  ten  thousand  majority 
The  republican  candidates  for  the  senate  succeeded  in  all 
the  four  districts,  and  in  the  assembly  the  republicans  had 
a  majority  of  almost  two  to  one.  The  only  gain  of  the 
federalists  in  the  assembly  was  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
where  the  election  was  very  close,  six  federalists  and  five 
republtcans  having  been  elected  from  that  city. 

The  senators  elected  this  year  from  the  southern  dis- 
trict, were  Ebenezer  White;  from  the  middle,  James  W. 
Wilkin  and  Morgan  Lewis;  from  the  eastern,  Henry 
Yates,  Jr.;  from  the  western,  Nathan  Smith,  Rei^ben 
Humphrey,  Henry  ATownsend  and  Pbiletus  Swift. 
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It  may  perhaps,  surprise  the  young  reader  4o  h%  mfotihr 
ed  tb«t  the  naaie  ot  Gov.  (^wia  as  a  candidate  for  t]^ 
legislature  was  oo  the  same  tkkfH  that  ccmt^iiied  the  aiupe 
of  Gov.  Tompkins,  a&d  that  the  mm^  party  whicb  thim 
y^ars  before  opposed  the  electp^D  of  Mr.  Lewis,  wad  impr 
pprtc^  his  mQ]*e  suooessful  riva^,  now  adyqicaled  the  elsMlr 
tion  of  both.     9ut  such  neyerthelc>ss  was  the  fact. 

Whether  Gov.  Lewis  from  his  own  reflectioA^uid  fy^a^ 
the  persuasion  of  his  friends,  of  the  Livingston  familjs 
had  been  induced  to  take  this  course  from  a  c^culpittw 
th^t  this  was  the  best  means  of  regaining  politi^l  po¥P^ 
or  whether,  although  he  did  ^^  hate  Tompkins  less,  he 
hated  Clinton  more,"  and  supposed  this  course  would  af- 
ford him  the  greatest  certainty  of  eventually  prostratuif 
Mr.  Clinton,  or  whether  he  had  taken  his  resolution  fros^ 
a  sense  of,  duty  and  motiveaof  patriotism,  or  whether  hf 
was  operated  upon  partially  by  all  these  considemtioitf^ 
I  leave  to  the  speculations  of  judicious  readers.  As  it 
general  cule,  indeed,  as  a  uniform  invariable  rule,  I  thiok 
when  a  man  acts  right,  he  oi^ht  to  be  presumed  to  %rt 
from  right  motives,  unless  the  contrary  appears. 

The  causes  of  this  overwhelming  defeat  of  the  federals 
ists  may  be. 

First,  the  change  by  congress  of  the  embargo  for  the 
non*intercourse  system.  The  embargo  was  always  unr 
popular.  If  it  was  a  prudent,  it  nevertheless  seemed  to 
the  people  a  timid  policy.  By  it  we  were  compelled  tQ 
remain  inactive  while  the  inhabitants  of  all  other  parts  of 
the  globe  were  in  motion.  This  state  of  things  was  not 
suited  to  the  feelings  and  genius  and  enterprising  spirit  of 
the  American  people.  While  the  embargo  continued  the 
government  Was  felt  by  business  men  as  a  kind  of  incite 
bus,  restraining  their  aetion  and  paralyizing  their  energies^ 
but  .when  relieved  from  it,  although  a  non-intercourse  was 
substituted,  men  felt  relieved  from  a  weight  which  bad^ 
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bcNTHe  them  down,  and  the  air  which  they  breathed  seemed 
freer. 

Sec<md,  ag  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  hostile 
feeling  against  Oreat  Britain  increased.  Impressions 
made  on  as  in  our  ipA^cy  were  rerivedi.  by  supposed  or 
real  injuries  received  from  a  nation  against  whom  we  had 
imbibed  prejudices  from  the  breasts  of  our  mothers. 
These  feelings  w^e  rendered  actiyCi  and  embittered  by 
the  reAisal  of  the  British  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty 
made  by  thar  accredited  agent  and  enyoy,  Mr.  Erskine. 

To  these  causes  may  be  added  the  influence  of  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  general  goyernment,  wielded  by  that  very 
&creet  and  judicious  statesman,  James  Madison.  What* 
erer  changes  might  be  produced  in  the  state  of  New-Yorir, 
the  most  sanguine  federalists  did  not  indulge  the  hope  of 
electing  a  federal  president  for  many  years  to  c<|me.  Cal- 
culating politicians  therefore,  could  not  fail  of  perceiving 
tfmt  the  republican  side  for  the  office-seeker  was  the  safest 
side.  I  of  course,  do  not  mention  this  last  cause  as  one 
operating  on  the  great  mass  of  either  of  the  two  g^eat 
parties,  for  I  believe  that  an  immense  majority  of  both 
were  governed  in  their  political  action  by  a  desire  to  sup- 
port such  men  and  measures  as  they  believed  would  be 
most  likely  to  advance  the  prosperity,  secure  the  indepen- 
dence, and  perpetuate  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
There  is,  however,  in  this  as  in  all  other  countries,  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  who  are  governed  by  other  and 
more  selfish  considerations.  Hence,  in  accounting  for  ma- 
jorities, we  are  compelled  to  seek  for  the  motives  of  action 
which  governed  this   class  or  portion  of  our  population. 

It  is  fortunate,  however,  that  so  long  as  the  great  mass 
of  both  parties  are  honest  in  their  intentions,  there  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  very  serious  detriment  to  the  repub- 
lic, should  this  unprincipled  selfish  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity throw  themselves  into  either  scale* 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

FROM  MAT  1,  1810,  TO  HAT  1,  1811. 

The  entire  predominance  secured  to  the  republican 
party,  in  all  the  branches  of  the  state  govemment,  seemed 
rather  to  increase  than  diminish  the  industry  and  activity 
of  the  Martling  men,  in  the  personal  war  they  were 
waging,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  against  Mr.  Clinton* 
From  the  spirit  with  which  they  conducted  their  attacks, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  they  were  assured,  by  some 
of  the  members  of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  of  their 
countenance  and  support.  This  combination  against  him, 
Mr.  Clinton  appears,  at  this  time,  to  have  regarded  with 
indifference,  if  not  with  contempt.  As  a  politician  it  was 
one  of  his  defects,  more  fully  afterwards  evinced  in  his 
subsequent  conduct,  that  he  was  too  apt  to  under  estimate 
the  power  and  means  of  annoyance  of  his  opponents. 

During  this  summer,  in  the  month  of  August,  Lieutenant 
Governor  Broome  departed  this  life,  leaving  vacant  the 
office  to  which  he  had  been  elected  at  the  last  annual 
election. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  29th  January,  181 1.  Nathan 
Sanford,  of  New- York,  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  assemr 
bly,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-four  to  thirty-three,  against  the 
federal  candidate.  Stephen  North,  of  Delaware  county^ 
was  elected  clerk,  over  Mr.  James  Van  Ingen,  the  federal 
candidate.  The  vote  on  this  question  stood  sixty-four  to 
thirty-seven. 

The  governor's  speech  was  chiefly  occupied  by  ronarks 
on  the  foreign  affairs  of  this  country  $  but  he  again  urged 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  domestic  manuafac* 
tures,  as  the  only  means  of  rendering  the  state  and  nation 
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truly  indepeildent,  fmd  he  also  again  inTited  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  to  the  common  school  fund.  On  the 
next  day  after  the  organization  of  the  two  houses,  the 
assembly  elected  a  council  of  appointment.  Benjamin - 
Voey  of  the  southern;  James  W.  Wilkin,  of  the  middle; 
John  McLean,  of  the  eastern;  and  Philetus  Swift^  of  the 
western  districts,  were  chosen.  This  council,  at  the  first 
time  of  their  meeting,  which  was  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, undid  almost  every  important  thing  which  had  been 
done  by  the  preceding  council. 

Mr.  Hildreth  was  re-appointed  attorney  general;  Mr. 
Jenkins  secretary  of  state;  Mr.  Clinton  was  made  mayor 
of  New- York;  and  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  who  had  been 
removed  to  make  a  place  for  Mr*  Graham,  was  restored 
to  the  office  of  recorder  of  Albany.  The  federalists  who 
were  last  year  appointed  to  office  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
were  all  removed,  and  the  former  incumbents  restored  to 
the  offices  they  had  respectively  occupied. 

This  council,  in  the  course  of  their  operations,  produced 
an  entire  change  of  officers  throughout  the  state,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  at  any  rate  in  all  those  cases  where 
their  immediate  predecessors  had  made  appointments. 
But  in  truth,  the  public  mind  had  become  so  accustome^li 
to  see  men  ejected  from  office  on  account  of  their  opinions, 
that  such  changes  ceased  to  be  matter  of  surprise,  or  to 
produce  any  excitement.  I  cannot  now  refrain  from 
noticing  one  little  act  of  the  council  which,  even  in  these 
times,  seems  to  me  quite  contemptible.  They  removed 
Oerrit  Y.  Lansing,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  respecta- 
bility, and  who,  since,  for  a  number  of  years,  represented  * 
the  county  of  Albany  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  petty  office  of  master  in  chancery,  probably  for* 
no  other  ostensible  reason  than  that  he  had  been  choseibi 
clerk  of  the  assembly  during  the  admmistration  of  Govi... 

Lewis.. 
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On  tlie  144h  February,  the  h^tfa  gf  Mr.  Sajoftinl  r^pjui 
to  much  impaired  i\^t  he  was  compelled  to  resiigii^l^ 
ofllce  of  speaker^and  WiUam  Ross,  of  Orange  countyjUjcaa 
ehosen  to  fill  Us. place* 

The  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  expired  t^ 
year,  and  an  aJttempt  was  made  to  re-^harter  it.  A  bill 
for  Uiat  piirpase^  passed  the  house  of  xepresentativestaj^ 
i  a  long  and  interesting  debate;  but  it  was  rejected  in  the 
•eoate  by  the  casting  vote  pf  the  vice-president,  Gepxge 
Clinton.  He  assigned  briefly  the  reason  of  his  vote^  which 
was,  that  inasmuch  as  the  power  to  create  corporations 
•  was  not  exprjBssly  granted  to  congress,  it  was  reserved, 
aid  the  chartering  of  a  bank  was  therefore  unconstitutional. 
^  In  the  course  of  a  }ong  life,  said  the  venerable  man,  ^  I 
have  found  that  government  u  nU  to  he  strengthened  J)y 
an  assumption  of  doubtful  powers;  but  by  a  wise  and  en- 
ergetic execution  of  those  powers  which  are  incontestible." 

Whether  his  vote  was  right  or  wrong,  is  a  (question  {  do 
not  propose  to  discuss,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  declaring 
that  the  sentiment^  with  which  he  concluded  his  remaurkflf 
is  perfectly  just,  and  ought  tq  be  deeply  impressed  on  the 
mind  of  ev^ry  statesman.* 

The  bill  incorporating  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers 
Bank  of  the  city  of  Albany,  was  passed,  ostensibly  for  the 
benefit  and  accommodation  of  the  mechanics  and  middling 
interest  of  that  city.  Accordingly,  the  president  of  the 
institution,  and  a  majority  of  the  directors,  were,  by  the 
original  charter,  required  to  be  practical  mechanics.f     Mr. 

*  TiM  rfx»v«  wai  written  lb  1840.  Siiiee  that  dme^.tlils  pUi  of  Viee-Prafule& 
Cliatgn'i  ram^rk*  hayt  beenoft^  quoted  in  the  nowtpapers,  and,  I  am  iafonned« 
Chat  Mr.  AUeUi  who  edits  the  "  Madisooian,"  a  Wnshington  paper,  hat  asserted 
that  a  centleman,  then  a  member  of  the  United  Slates  aen^te,  wns  the  an^r  of 
Che  sentence.  It  May  be  so;  bnt  if  so,  the  fact  ought  to  be  proved  before  it  receives 
general  credence.  It  would  require  strong  evidence  to  conrince  me  that  Oeorfe 
Clinton  borrowed  the  words  or  ideas  of  anj  roan,  if  the  allegation- be  not  tro^ 
this  attempt  to  rob  the  mighty  dead  deserves  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  everf 
honorable  man. 

t  By  an  act  passed  Xarch  SI,  1886,  the  charter  wns  altered,  and  U^s^^^l^ 
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Southwick  was  the  first  president.  ^This  gentleman  was 
now  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  and  prosperity.  Hie  con- 
trolled the  Albany  Register,  which  sit  that  time,  possessi^ 
a  most  commanding  influence  over  the  democratic  NeW- 
iTork  public.  He  was  prepossessing  in  his  appeairdif^e 
and  generous  in  his  nature,  and  Was  all  but  worshippiid 
hy  the  republican  members  or  the  legislature.  He  was 
printer  to  the  state,  and  the  state  patronage  that  year,'tt7 
'means  of  the  insolvent  notices  growing  out  of  a  jaw 
passed  during  the  session  of  1811,  was  throwing  into  his 
cofiers  gold  in  unmeasured  quantities,and  now  the  influence 
and  power  of  a  popular  bank  Was  placed  in  his  hands. 
'^e  shall  see  how  soon  all  these  advantages,  and  all  his 
flattering  prospects  and  high  hopes  vanished,  and  ^^  lift 
not  a  wreck  behind."  * 

The  legislature  also  passed  an  act,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  for  the  election  of  a  lieutenant  governor,  In 
lieu  of  the  deceased  Lieut.  Gov.  Broome.  Shortly  aflfer 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  on  the  14th  March,  at  a  regu- 
lative republican  caucus,  at  which  Wm.  W.  Gilbert  was 
chairman,  and  Jasper  Hopper  secretary,  De  Witt  Clint<fai 
was  nominated  to  be  supported  for  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Broome,  as  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting, 
con  tamed  in  the  Register,  states,  hy  a  large  majority.  An 
address  was  issued  on  the  occasion,  signed  by  seventh- 
three  republican  members. 

What  were  the  modves  which  induced  Mr.  Clinton  to 
desire  or  accept  this  nomination  1  He  was  mayor  of  the 
great  city  of  New- York,  from  which,  he  no  doubt,  at  thiit 
time,  derived  emoluments  equal  to  fouteen  thousand  dol- 
lars.  To  accept  the  ofiice  of  lieutenant  governor^  under 
Daniel  D.  Tonpkins  as  governor y  wa^,  in  name  at  least, 

•n  were  sntliorif  e^  lo  elect  any  of  Uislr  momben  dlreeton,  aa4  tte  diiMloi* 
«aft  lawftiUir  elect  such  peraon  for  piesideiitattbef  may  Uii^  pioptti  iiiyiyak 
t»«  of  hit  profiMiioB  or  oceopatioo.  '  ^ 
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and  in  the  eye  of  distant  spectators,  admitting  himself  to 
be  of  far  less  political  conse<|^uence  than  Mr.  Tompkins— 
An  Admission^  it  is  to  be  presumed,  he  was  by  no  means 
ready  to  make.  Besides,  the  station  of  lieutenant  goyer- 
nor  did  not|  ex-ojfidoy  confer  on  him  any  political  power. 

But  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Clinton  belieyed  that  his 
presence  at  Albany,  during  the  session  of  the  legislature^ 
and  a  personal  intercourse  with  the  members,  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  order  to  enable  him  to  retain  lus  as- 
ccadancy  with  the  governing  party.  This  object  might 
have  been  better  accomplished  by  his  continuance  in  the 
senate  as  a  member  of  that  body.  In  this  capacity  he 
could^  with  propriety,  lead  off  on  all  the  great  and  most 
popular  measures  of  the  party,  and,  at  his  option,  take 
part  in  the  discussions,  and  by  the  publication  of  his 
speeches^  always  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his 
Tiews  to  the  public,  without  the  mortification  of  contina- 
ally  presenting  himself,  officially  at  least,  as  an  inferior  to 
Mr.  Tompkins.  He,  therefore^  must  have  preferred  a  seat 
in  ;the  senate  to  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor. 

X(^  then^  we  conclude  that  Hr.  Clinton  believed,  and 
perhaps  correctly  believed,,  .that  his  personal  attendance 
.at  Albany  was  absolutely  necessary,  to  enable  him  to 
defeat  the  machinations  of  his  enemies,  and  retain  his 
influence  in  the  state,  and  that,  for  that  purpose,  a  seat  in 
the  senate  was  more  desirable  than  fhe  office  of  lieutenant 
gov;emor,  the  inference  is  most  manifest  that  he  would 
have  sought  a  re-election  as  senator,  had  he  not  have  be- 
icome  convinced  that  he  could  not  be  nominated  and  sup- 
ported by  the  republicans  of  the  southern  district.  That 
such  was,  in  truth,  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  majority 
of  the  republicans  of  that  district,  is  evident  from  the  de- 
velopments which  were  made  immediately  after  Mr. 
Clinton^s  nomination  at  Albany. 

No  sooner  did  the  nevrs  of  Mr.  Cliatoa's  nomination 
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reach  New- York,  than  the  Martlmg  t^en  put  themselves 
m  motion  with  great  spirit  and  energy.  A  meeting  was 
forthwith  got  up,  in  Martling's  long  room,  at  a  publicr 
house  fronting  the  Park,  called  Tammany  Hall,  which' 
was  claimed  as  the  democratic  head  quarters  for  the  city 
of  New-York,  Mr.  Teunis  Wortman,  who  was  the  pto- 
tegee  of  Mr.  Clinton  during  the  struggle  with  Col.  Burr, 
was  Gbe  of  the  most  busy  spirits  in  gathering  and  exciting 
the  opposition  on  this  occasion.  At  this  meeting,  Mangle 
Minthome,  the  father-in-law  of  Governor  Tompkins,  pre-> 
sided,  and  John  Bingham  was  secretary.  They  adopted^ 
a  preamble  which  set  forth  that  they  believed  Mr.  Clinto» 
was  cherishing  interests  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
general  interest  of  the  republican  party,  and  ^^  determined 
to  establish  in  his  person  a  pernicious  family  aristocracy; 
that  devotion  to  his  person  had  been,  in  a  great  measure^ 
made  the  exclusive  test  of  merit,  and  the  OfUy  passport  to 
promotion;^^  that  the  meeting  had  strong  reasons  to  be- 
lieve he  opposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  pre- 
sidency of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  could  no 
longer  consider  him  a  member  of  the  republican  party. 
The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  nominate  Col.  Marinus 
Willet  as  the  republican  candidate  for  lieutenant  govemor| 
and  appointed  Dr.  Saml.  L.  Mitchell,  Teunis  Wortman, 
Matthew  L.  Davis,  John  Ferguson,  and  others,  a  commit- 
tee to  promote  the  election  of  their  candidate.  ,  Col.  Wil-* 
let  had  been  an  oflScer  of  great  merit  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  in  private  life  he  -was  regarded  as  an 
amiable  and  meritorious  citizen.  In  his  politics,  however, 
he  had  been  wavering.  He  was  inclined  to  support  the 
Burr  faction,  and  was,  it  will  be  recollected,  a  partizao  of 
Lewis,  and  was  appointed  mayor  of  New-York,  on  the 
removal  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  by  the  same  council  who  had 
given  so  much  offence  to  the  republican  party.  It  is  not 
a  little  singular  that  this  meeting,  whose  object  was  to 
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defeat  a  regular  state  caucus  nomination^  in  their  preamble, 
lyfow  thfeir  approbation  of  the  practice  of,  and  their  deter- 
miofUio^  to  aupport|  caucus;  nominaticuis. 

Mr.  Nathan  Sanford  wa^  an  open  and  ayowed  adherent 
to  the  Martling  men,  apd  was  subsequently  nominated^ 
through  th^ir  influence,  to  be  supported  as  ^the  successor 
of  Mr.  Clinton,  as  senator  from  the  southern  district.  Mr. 
Sanford,  at  that  time,  held,  under  Mr,  Madison,  the  office 
of  United  States  district  attorney  of  New. York — an  office 
which  produced  him  annually,  on  an  ayerage,  more  than 
ti]^ty  thoufMind  dollars.  Mr.  Sanford  was  a  j>ru(2£n^  man. 
Would  he  have  publicly  identified  himself  with  the  Mart- 
Itfig  men  had  he  not  been  well  assured  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  those  men  were  approved  by  Mr.  Madison  % 

A  counter  meeting  was,  about  this  time,  held  by  the 
republican  Clintonians  in  New- York,  at  the  Union  Hotel| 
at  which  Arthur  Smith  was  chairman,  and  Hector  Craig 
secretary,  the  object  of  which  was  to  pass  resolutions 
approving  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton;  but  the 
Martling  paen  rushed  in  upon  them,  and  the  meeting  was 
broken  up  in  confusion. 

^  The  federalist^  nominated  and  supported  Nicholas  Fish 
as  their  candidajte  for  lieutenant  governor.. 

Notwithstanding  the  vigorous  (efforts  made  by  the  Mart- 
lij^g  men,  ampng  whom  were  many  gentlemen  of  great 
weight  of  character  and  influence,  to  detach  from  Mr. 
Clinton  the  support  of  his  republican  friends,  such  was  the 
respect  for  his  talents,  and  confidence  in  his  integrity, 
entertained  by  the  republicans  of  the  country,  that  little 
impression  was  made  upon  them. 

During  this  year  the  mode  by  which  the  republican 

party  selected  their  candidates  for  the  senate  was  changed. 

QeretofcHre  the  republican  members  of  the  assembly,  from 

.  each  senatorial  district,  met  in  caucus,  and  by  a  majority 

of  votes  designated  the  candidate.     This  mode  of  nomina- 
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troa  vHts  found  i6  Ve  very  jVLtitlf  objetitfooable.    llfe^ 

Toice  of  tfat>ie  republicans  who  hftpfpened  to^  resille  iiy^ 

cbuniies 'represented  by  federalists  wbs  not-heard,  al^amy - 

ritt^  tbey  had  no  mean9  of  causing  their  inflaenee  to  be) 

f&t  in  the  selection  of  persons  for  whom  tkey*  were  to  vote^ 

for  thfe  important  office  df  a  senator;  smd  the  long  nasH 

dence  of  the  membeirs  of  assembly^  firomagiyen  district^ 

atAlbahy^and  continued  and  frequent  association  togethto| 

seemed  ctSculated  to  lead  to  cabal  and  intrigue  in  the' 

selection  of  such  persons,  as  candidates  for  the  s^ate^* 

more  suited  to  the  gratification  of  the  individual  views  and 

interests  of  liie  members,  than  acceptable  to  the  great* 

body  of  the  democratic  party.     Instead,  therefore,  of  this' 

mode  of  nomination,  delegates  were  hereafter  chosen  byais. 

county  meeting  of  delegates,  who  were  themselves  cbq^en 

by  that  portion  of  the  people  in  the  respective  towns,  whs* 

were  republicans,  at  their  primary  meetings. 

The  election,  in  April,  does  not  seem  to  hare  been  vevy»    ' 
v^armly  contested  in  any  other  part  of  the  state  but  dief 
dty  of  New- York.     In  that  city  and  county,  Mr.  GlintCMi^ 
received  but  five  hundred  and  ninety,  and  Col.  Willet  six 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  while  the  federal  candidate, 
Mr.  Fish,  received   two  thousand  and  forty-four  votes: 
being  nearly  two  to  one  of  the  aggregate  vote  cast  for 
Clinton  and  Willet.     The  result  of  this  election  showed 
very  clearly  the  little  strength  that  remained  to  Mr.  Clin- 
ton among  the  New- York  republicans,  and  it  also  proves 
that  so  anxious  were  the  Martling  men  to  defeat  Mr.  C. 
that  a  majority  of  them  actually  voted  for  the  federal 
candidate,  Mr.  Fish.     By  thb  vote  they  exhibited  this 
most  palpable  absurdity — 

They  opposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton  because  they 
alleged  he  was  secretly  aiding  the  federal  interest,  and  to 
carry  out  this  opposition  they  voted  for  a  'Vderalist  I  The 
federtlists  carried  their  assembly  ticket  in  New-York  by 


• 

a  majority  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred.  Their  success 
was  unquestionably  owing  to  the  collisions  among  the 
r^uUicans.  Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable  that  many  of 
the  Clintonians  voted  the  federal  assembly  ticket,  as  the 
persons  put  in  nomination  by  the  democratic  party  for  the 
assembly,  were  all,  or  nearly  all  of  them,  the  most  bitter 
and  uncompromising  enemies  of  Mr.  Clmton. 

Among  the  federal  gentlemen  elected,  were  Samuel 
Jones,  jun.,  afterwards  chancellor,  now  chief  justice  of 
the  superior  court  of  tiie  city,  and  Peter  W.  Radcliff. 

The  general  result  of  the  state  election  was  favorable  to 
the  democratic  party.  Of  the  members  of  the  assembly 
elected,  seventy-three  were  republicans,  and  thirty-niue 
WFcre  federalists. 

The  following  persons,  all  republicans,  were  elected  to 
the  senate.  Nathan  Sanford,  from  the  southern;  William 
Taber  and  Erastus  Root,  from  the  middle;  John  Tayler, 
Ruggles  Hubbard,  Ketchel  Bishop  and  Elisha  Arnold, 
from  the  eastern;  and  Casper  M.  Rouse,  from  the  western 
districts* 


181L]  w  asw-TOBK.  .  2m.. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

AOM  MAT  1,  1811,  TO  MAT  1,  ItlS. 

Thk  political  year  on  which  we  now  enter,  was  one  in 
which  two  important  projects  were  formed^  and  in  the  at« 
tempt  to  execute  which,  great  alterations  were  produced 
in  the  condition  of  political  parties,  and  in  the  personal 
standing  and  influence  of  several  distinguished  individuals 
in  the  state  of  New- York.  The  one  was  the  support  of 
De  Witt  Clinton  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Madison  for  the 
presidency,  and  the  other  the  chartering  of  the  Bank  of 
America,    with  a  capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars* 

The  difficulties  between  America  and  Great  Britam  in« 
stead  of  ^ving  been  compromised  had  gone  on  for  years 
increasing.  In  addition  to  the  war  made  by  that  powa 
upon  our  neutral  commerce,  it  claimed  the  right  of  .search- 
ing our  merchsnt  vessels;  and  if  sailors  or  other  persons 
were  found  there,  who  were  Britbh  subjects,  of  impress- 
ing them  and  compelling  them  to  serve  in  the  British 
navy* 

This  practice  constituted  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  Bri- 
tish Navy,  the  sole  judge  of  who  was  and  who  was  not 
an  American  citizen.  It  was  not  only  vexatious  but  de- 
rogatory to  our  national  flag  and  national  honor. 

To  these  outrages  upon  our  commercial  and  personal 
ri^ts,  Mr.  Je£Ferson  and  Mr.  Madison  had  opposed  emr 
bargo  and  non-intercourse  laws,  and  many  very  learned 
and  able  arguments,  going  to  show  that  according  to 
Yattel  and  other  approved  writers  on  tho  law  of  nationS| 
we  were  right  and  the  British  were  wrong. 

The  course  Mr.  Madison  pursued  was  deemed  too  dila* 
tory  B^d  inefficient  by  many  of  the  most  ardent  dempcials. 
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They   thought  the  character  and  honor  of  the  nation 
demanded  a  more  decided  and  energetic  action  on  the 
part  of  the  national  government.     Some  of  Mr.   Madi- 
son's warmest  frii^nds  from  the  sontli  and  west  became 
extremely  impatient   and  restive;  and  even  Mr.  Clay 
was  said  to  have  threatened  to  abandon  him  unless  he 
t^6ttld  r^sbrt  to  more  vigorous  and  warlikie  measorte. 
Mr.  Clinton'ir  friends' in  this  state  had  great  ccmfidtoGe? 
ih  his  talents,  and  especially  in  his  energy  of  charactcar? 
If  Was,  probably,  diore  for  this  than  any  other  reasim,  that* 
iA>me  of  theih  expreased  a  wish  to  see  hhn  elevated  tatb^ 
^^cutive  chair  of  the  Union.    Mr.  Clinton  no  doubt,  more' 
re&dily  listened  to  these  suggestions  in  consequente  of  th^* 
personal  hostility  that  Mr.  Madison  had,  aahe  bdieved, 
shown  towards  him.     Whatever  the  motive  may  have  beeny 
I  have  no  manner  of  doubt,  that  Mr.  Clinton,  as  early  as 
tike  summer  of  1811,  had  determined  upon  taking  dir 
field  for  the  presidential  office  at  the  next  t«rm. 

On  this  dccasion,  as  on  many  others,  Mr.  Clinton  afr 
forded  evidence  of  a  lamentable  defect  in  his  chaiaeter  as 
a  politician.  That  defect  was  this:  a  n^lect  to  cast  about- 
§6T  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  end.  His  objects 
were  always  magnificent,  his  ends  were  always  such  a» 
evinced  an  elevated  and  lofty  mind,  but  he  did  not  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  necessity  of  providing  ways  and  means 
to  accomplish  those  ends. 

How  was  he  to  be  made  pre«dent1  Was  it  by  the  re> 
publican  partyl  If  so,  according  to  the  existing  common 
law  of  the  party,  he  must  have  a  nomination  by  a  con- . 
gressional  caucus.  Could  he  obtain  that  nomination  1 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  serious  effort  to  do 
so.  Indeed  the  attempt  itself  would  have  been  fool*htf- 
diness.  Mr.  Madison,  a  man  of  talents^  of  pure  moralsy 
himself  being  on  the  spot,  wielding  the  patronage  of  Uie 
nation,  could  any  reasonable  man  think  of  detacfajpg  a 
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majority  of  his  political  friends,  so  decidedly  from  him 
as  to  declare  open  vf^r  upon  him  by  refusing  to  give  him 
a  second  nomination  ? 

Could  Clinton  hope  to  succeed  agaifast  the  admitted 
▼fews  of  the  whole  south,  and  against  a  regular  republican 
caiicus  nomination,  without  bringing  to  his  aid  the  support 
of  ihe  whole  federal  party?  If  he  could  obtain  that  sup- 
port, had  he  not  the  best  possible  reason  to  apprehend 
that  nearly  all  his  republican  friends  would  abandon  himi 
It  inight  happen,  as  in  truth  it  did  happen,  that  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  his  political  friends  in  this  state,  from 
personal  respect  for  him,  and  confidence  in  him,  would  ad- 
here to  him;  but  did  it  not  occur  to  him,  that  he  himself 
had  denounced  the  leaders  of  the  federalists  as  men  of 
silch  vaulting  ambition  that  they  had  rather  ^  reign  in  hell, 
than  serve  in  heaven,"  and  that  tbis  denunciation  had  been 
rung  in  the  ears  of  every  freeman  in  the  United  Stalest 
When  the  great  mass  of  the  republicans  in  the  nation  saw 
him  acting  in  concert  with  a  party  he  had  thus  denounced, 
had  he  not  reason  to  believe  they  would  withdraw  from 
him  their  support,  and  treat  him  as  an  enemy?  It  is 
hardly  possible  but  that  these  considerations  must  have 
forced  themselves  into  his  mind.  It  is, however,  too  easy 
tot  a  man  to  persuade  himself  that  what  he  ardently  washes 
should  be,  will  be. 

It  is  not  improbable  to  me  that  the  ardor  of  his  ambi- 
tion hurried  him  into  a  determination  to  engage  in  this 
contest  without  any  regular  or  fixed  scheme  of  action. 

The  other  project  to  which  I  allude,  was  the  plan  of 
establishing  a  great  bank  in  the  city  of  New- York. 

The  refusal  to  re-charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
bad  thrown  back  into  the  bands  of  the  stockholders,  ai 
large  amount  of  uninvested  cash  capital;  and  by  this  time 
it  began  to  be  perceived  that  the  city  of  New- York  and 
not  Philadelphia,  was  destined  to  be  the  great  commercial 
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emporium  of  North  Ameriea.  This  opinion  led  enter- 
prising and  speculating  men,  as  well  as  many  capitalists) 
to  project  the  establishment  of  a  great  moneyed  institution 
in  New-York,  with  a  capital  of  six  nUUians  of  dollars. 
An  association  for  the  purpose  of  procurmg  a  charter  for 
such  a  bank  was  soon  formed,  and  they  early  commenced 
their  operations.  They  knew  that  the  republican  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  would  foresee  that  the  majority  of  the 
stock,  and  the  consequent  control  of  this  gigantic  institu- 
tion, would  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  political  oppo- 
nents; and  they  must  have  anticipated  the  jealousy  and 
feuful  apprehensions  which  would  be  entertained  by  all 
the  other  banks  of  the  state,  of  the  power  of  a  company 
which  was  to  wield  so  immense  and  formidable  a  capitaL 
The  projectors  belieyed,  and  correctly  believed,  that 
leading  federal  politicians  would  support  their  application, 
for  the  same  reason  that  they  anticipated  opposition  from 
the  republican  party.  They  knew  that  intelligent  men  of 
both  parties  were  fully  aware  of  the  truth  of  the  position 
that  money  is  power.  They  therefore  assumed,  and  the - 
eventjustified  the  assumption,  that  they  should  have  the 
support  of  the  federal  members  of  the  legislature.  ^  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  their  principal  attention  was 
directed  to  the  republican  members  electa  To  secure 
them,  or  a  portion  of  them,  iii  favor  of  their  project,  they 
early  enlisted  as  their  agent  David  Thomas,  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  long  a  member  of  congress,  a  zealous  re- 
publican from  the  year  1798,  whom  we  have  seen  at  that 
time  an  efficient  member  of  the  assembly,  and  who  lately 
had  been  turned  out  of  the  office  of  state  treasurer,  by, 
the  united  action  of  the  federalists  and  Lewisites,  in 
consequence,  it  was  said,  of  his  adherence  to  the  republi- 
can party.  Could  such  a  man  be  suspected  of  a  want  of 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  republicanism?  Besides,  Gen. 
Thomas  was  a  silent,  cautious  man,  artful,  sagacious,  and 


1811.]  or  irsw-YOEK.  301 

possessed  of  a  deep  knowledge  of  men.  Gen.  Thomas, 
during  the  summer  of  1811,  found  it  convenient  to  make 
an  extensive  tour  through  the  south-western  part  of  the 
state,  and  as  he  was  universally  known  to  be  a  leading  re- 
publican, he  was  naturally  brought  in  contact  with  the  re- 
publican members  elected  to  the  next  legislature,  in  nearly 
every  county  through  which  he  passed.  Some  of  his  com- 
munications with  them  will  be  seen  in  the  disclosures  of 
Casper  M.  Rouse,  which  will  be  detailed  in  another  place* 
The  other  prominent  agent  residing  in  the  interior  of  the 
state,  whom  the  company  selected  and  employed,  was  Solo* 
MON  SouTHWicK.  He,as  has  been  before  remarked,  control- 
led the  paper  at  the  seat  of  government,  which,  if  not  the 
dictator,  was  the  accredited  organ  of  the  democratic  party 
in  the  state.  Though  not  the  silent,  cautious,  plotting  man 
that  Gen.  Thomas  was,  he  was,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
ecceedingly  fascinating  in  his  address,  ardent  in  his  pur- 
suits, and  almost  irresistible  in  his  persuasive  powers- 
He  too,  was  known  to  be  the  devoted  and  confidential 
friend  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  These,  with  other  subordi- 
nate agents,  were  the  men  on  whom  the  company  relied 
to  bring  to  their  aid  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  republican 
party  to  render  their  application  successful. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  on  the  8th  day  of  April, 
1811,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  appointing  Gov.  Mor- 
ris, Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  De  Witt  Clinton,  William 
North,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Thomas  Eddy,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  Robert  Fulton,  commissioners 
for  taking  into  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  inland 
navigation.  These  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
make  application  to  congress,  or  any  state  or  territory,  and 
request  them  to  co-operate  with  New- York  in  the  project 
of  improving  the  navigation  between  the  tide  waters  of 
Hudson's  river  and  the  great  western  lakes,  to  accept  of 
donations  from  individuals  w  companies  for  the  promotion 
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of  the  object  in  view,  and  to  a^cert^  whether  loans 
could  be  effected  on  advantageous  terms  upon  the  credit 
of  the  state.  This  was  the  commencement  of  the  canal 
policy  in  New-York.  It  is  evident,  from  running  one's 
eye  over  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  th^t  it  was  not 
a  party  measure.  The  bill  was  passed  by  the  combined 
efforts  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Gen.  Piatt  in  the  senate,  and 
by  the  support  of  enlightened  and  liberal  men  of  bo^th 
parties  in  the  assembly. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  law, 
.Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Morris,  in  December,  1811,  visit- 
ed Washington,  and  endeavored  to  obtain  from  the 
United  States  a  grant  of  land  in  aid  of  the  prosecution  of 
the  scheme.  In  this  application  they  were  wholly  unsuc- 
cessful.    Congress  declined  to  act  at  all  in  the  matter.  ^ 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton  charged  this  journey  as 
having  been  undertaken  by  him  for  electioneering  p^i^ 
poses,  and  the  Martling  men  scouted  the  idea  of  a  c^al 
from  Albany  as  so  visionary  and  absurd  that  no  ratiooal 
man  for  one  moment,  could  seriously  entertain  it.  A  pro- 
position at  this  day,  to  construct  a  rail  road  from  the 
earth  to  the  moon,  could  not  be  treated  with  more  derision 
than  the  Martling  men  treated  the  canal  project.  They 
charged  Mr.  Clinton  with  pretending  to  favor  the  scheme 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  make  of  it  a  hobby  (a 
ridiculous  one,  they  said,)  on  which  to  ride  into  power. 

The  legislature  assembled  on  the  28th  of  January,  and 
Alexander  Sheldon,  the  old  republican  speaker,  was 
again  chosen  to  that  office,  and  Samuel  North,  clerk. 

A  principal  part  of  the  governors  speech  was  occupied 
in  depicting  the  danger  arising  from  a  redundant  paper 
ourrency«  He  protested  against  any  considerable  increase 
of  the  number,  or  the  capital  of  the  banks,  evidently 
with  a  view  to  prepare  the  minds,  of  the  members  to  re- 
sist the  application  for  a  charter  to  the  Bank  of  Ame* 
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,fiesL*  '^Itis  qufSEitionfLble,"  said  the  governor^  ^^  wmh- 
^j^  they"  (b^iiksi)  "have  not  already  been  multiplied 
;to  an  alanning  ejctent"  It  is.  worthy  of  r^ark  that  t^e 
^OTemor  in  hi^  ^peech^  wholly  abstains  from  any  refer- 
^,ence  to  the  scheme,  of  internal  improvements,  or  to  the 
..f  rocee^dings  of  the  conunissioners  in  relation  to  that  im- 
.portflmtsntyect*  The  address  of  the  governor  occupies 
,  thjr^e  prmted  columns  in  a  newspaper,  and  he  deems,  it 
,,  jiece^sary  to  apologize  for  its  ^^  unnfual  length.^^ 

If  I. may  venture  to  express  an  opinion^I  will  say,  that 

,^in,my  judgii&ent  the  speeches  of  Gpv.  Tompkins  are  gene- 

^  .rally  extremely  well  written,  and  give  evidence  of  highly 

.  i^espectable  talents.as  a  writer.    Indeed,  I  think  th^t  bgith 

.his  friends  and  enemies  have  not  done  him  justice  in  gj^v- 

.ing  him  credit  for  as  much  and  as  high  a  grade  of  taints 

.^,as .  he  actually  possessed.     But  I  am  wandering,  from 

j^.jny  subjeict.     I  referred  to  the  apology  of  the  govempr  for 

^.ibe  great  length  of  his  speech,  for  the  purpose  of . re- 

^marking  that  I  hpmbly  conceive  that  a  capital  error  ^s 

.  .crept  into  the  executive  communications  of  this  and  seve* 

,ral  other  states.    The  duty  of  the  governor  is  clearly  and 

briefly  stated  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  third  article  of  tl^e 

^jiresent  constitution.     ^^  He  shall  communicate,  by  message 

to  the  legislature,  the  condition  of  the  state,  and  recojm- 

.  mend  such  matters  to  them  as  he  shall  judge  expedient." 

.  It  appears  to  me,  he  should  simply  state  facts  necessary  to 

.be  made  known  to  the  repres^n^tives  of  the  people^  with- 

,  out  comment,  and  recommend  measures  merely  by  laying 

down  propositions  without  an  attempt  to  prove  by  argu- 

.  ment  the  correctness  oi  such  propositions.    His  friends 

in  the  legislature  ought  to  be  able  to  comment  on  his  facts 

and  to  set  forth  and  establish  by  argument,  the  fitness  of 

the  measures  which  he  recommends;^  instead  .oi  this,  our 

governors  have  acquired  the  habit  of,  I  was  going  to  say, 

.  d^cIaioMng  at  gxeat  length,  on,  the  fficts  they  state,  and  of 
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going  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  support  every  position 
they  take  in  relation  to  the  measures  they  recommend. 
In  this  way  our  governors  will  shortly  become  authors, 
and  write  books  instead  of  messages.  Is  there  not  some- 
thing disrespectful  to  the  legislature  when  a  governor  elects 
to  occupy  their  time  in  animadversions  upon,  or  inferences 
from  the  facts  he  communicates,  or  in  arguments,  the  oty- 
jects  of  which  are  to  prove  the  fitne&s  of  the  measures  he 
recommends?  Would  not  a  stranger  be  led  to  conclude  that 
he  thought  the  persons  whom  he  addressed  incapable  of 
judging  of  the  truth  and  merits  of  his  proportions^  unless 
he  should  enlighten  them  by  a  course  of  reasoning)  It 
is  still  worse,  it  is  an  insult,  to  occupy  their  time  in  lec- 
turing them  like  school  boys  in  relation  to  the  principles 
of  our  government  and  on  the  subject  of  the  natural 
rights  of  men.  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  first  govern* 
or  who  sinned  in  this  respect;  and  his  apology  was,  that 
during  nearly  all  the  time  he  was  governor,  a  majority  of 
the  legislature  was  against  him,  and  he  had  no  other  means 
of  presenting  to  the  people  his  principles  of  action,  ana 
the  reasons  upon  which  his  opinions  were  founded.  This, 
although  it  might  afford  for  him  some  excuse,  after  all, 
was  rather  a  sorry  apology  to  his  legislative  friends  who 
were  in  the  minority. 

On  the  second  day  of  February,  the  assembly  chose  for 
a  council  of  appointment,  William  W.  Gilbert,  of  the 
southern;  Johannus  Bruyn,  of  the  middle;  Henry  Yates, 
jun.,  of  the  eastern;  and  Francis  A.  Bloodgood,  of  the 
western  districts. 

This  council  was  decidedly  Clintonian;  but  the  party 
decrees  having  been  carried  into  effect  by  the  preceding 
council,  little  remained  to  be  done  by  this.  Such  appoint- 
ments, however,  as  were  made,  were  made  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  and  views  of  Mr.  Clinton. 

Although   the  republican  party  held  a  pretty  strong 
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inajorily  in  the  .assembly^  there,  were  few  men  among 
Ibem  who  possessed  much  talent  as  speakers. 

JoHK  W.  Taylor,  then  a  young  man,  and  who,  for  Ui« 
first  time,  made  his  appearance  in  public  life,  as  a  member 
of  assembly,  since  known  as  a  distinguished  member  ^f 
congress,  and  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  was  the  only  republican  member  of 
much  tsdent  as  a  debater^  or  tact  in  I^islation;  but  as  tUs 
was  his  first  session,  inexperience  prevented  him  from 
possessing  the  latter  qualification  to  any  degree  of  perfec- 
tion: although,  be  afterwards  proved  himself|  and  is  now 
acknowledged  to  be,  a  man  exceedingly  sagacious,  and 
profoundly  versed  in  the  ways  of  men. 

Mr.  William  Ross,  a  democratic  member  from  the 
county  of  Orange,  spoke  often,  but  with  little  effect.  Mr. 
Ross,  though  an  honest  and  kind  hearted  man^  was  a  v«in 
oian.  He  was,  beyond  question,  sincerely  and  warmly 
attached  to  the  republican  party,  but  his  vanity  and  want 
of  real  talent,  rendered  him  rather  a  cause  of  amusement 
than  a  terror  to  his  opponents.  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  from 
Albany,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  New- York,  stood  at  the  head 
^of  the  federal  phalanx  in  the  assembly. 
•  On  the  5th  of  February,  a  bill  passed  the  assembly  for 
the  aj^intment  of  David  Thomas  as  treasurer,  in  lieu  of 
Mr.  Lansing,  by  a  majority  of  eight  votes:  there  beijig 
4>nly  fifty  votes  for  the  bill^  and  forty-two  against  it 
Tins  vote  shows  that  it  was  not  a  party  vote;  for  there 
were,  as  has  been  stated,  seventy-three  republican,  and 
thirty-nine  federal  members  elected.  The  last  legislaiiure 
was,  in  both  branches,  republican,  and  yet  Mr.  Lansing 
was  re-*appointed  treasurer.  How  came  Thomas  now  to 
be  appointed  1  Was  not  his  appointment  pressed  by 
Southwick  and  other  bank  agents  fmd  members,  in  order 
-to  give  more  weight  to  the  exertions  it  was  intended  he 
'riMmld  make  in  favor  of  chartering  the  Bank  of  America  f 

SO 
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TIds,  too,  may  have  been-  foreseen  by  soin^  tf  the  nMt^ 
wary  opponents  of  that  measure,  and  to  this,  pe Ac!pB| 
Was  owing  the  bet  tiiat  instead  of  receiving  8eTenty«>three 
Yotes  in  the  assembly,  he  actually  received  but  fifty.  Thte 
%ill  passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to  fi^^  attd 
%eeame  a  hw  on  the  8di  of  February  •♦ 

Early  in  the  session  the  applicants  for  the  silc  milliili 
%ank  introduced  their  pet^ion  into  the  assembly.  Uijr 
-offered  the  extravagant  bomis  of  six  hundred  thouaaad 
hilars;  to  be  paid  in  the  foUowing  manner,  and  fcr  the 
"feUowing  purp<»e8>-— 

Four  hundred  thousimd  dollars  to  the  commontoluMl 
fund;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  literatut«  (mn^i 
tc  1  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  provided  no  other  bajik  shoaUl, 
in  that  time,  be  chartered  by  the  state* 

The  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  was  also  to  be  loMMd 
to  the  state,  at  five  per  cent  interest,  to  be  laid  out  ^'m 
constructing  canals;  and  one  million  of  dollars  was  to  be 
loaned  to  formers,  I  suppose,  at  six  per  cent 

Mr.  Sottthwick,  and  the  other  managers,  had  early  ^ 
ployed  a  great  number  of  sub*agents,6ome  of  whom 
officers  of  the  house  of  assembly,  but  most  of  them  were 
low  and  worthless  fellows,  who  were  to  carry  messagtSy 
and  listen  to  what  was  said  by  the  members,  at  their  rooms 
and  other  places,  and  report  at  head  quarters.     Among 

*  About  this  Uno,  Own  being  two  Tmeandes  ia  the  board  of  rtfentfl  of  the  Uai- 
Bivenityi  the  legUlatore  proceeded  to  snpply  each  vactnciefl.  Joseph  C  Tatett 
iiiid  SolomoD  Sottthwlek,  were  the  eaaeus  repsMleancaadUlatefl.  MdeeeSpeneer 
aad  Tafler  had  exerted  all  their  infloenee  to  prevent  the  nominatioa  of  South^icki 
bat  without  soccesf;  a  cireomstancei  which|  eonsidering  the  great  inflaenoe  el 
thoae  gentlemett,  very  etaferlf  demoastratfts  the  «lnd8t  iireaiitlhle  ioloenc^  at 
that  time,  of  Solomoa  Southwick. 

Jadfe  Tatea  and  Mr.  Southwick  were  elected,  against  SmUk  nMi^ion  ciii 
Slj^m  ra»  AaMtalaar.  Sneh  ia  the  sudaeM  of  paity,  and  Um  uarcMo«iblcii0» 
•f  IffdiTidual  ambition. 

It  idjdeeply  to  be  lamented  that  party  iBtereet,  dnd  tedlvMualpolltlctlaiabittM, 
irtMtil4  jyp^lUi  iMotfec  cila  tetiMitar  admoa,  aad  ilM^nkt  irolkft  VUtaMiMM 
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«f  John  Martin,  wlko,  from  being  an  kiMnttt  yreachor  nf 
Hie  goqpel,  ha/d,  for  a  year  or  tmo  befbw^^kwtefll  hiiBself 
.io  ihe  labor  of  makiag  poktioal  canverte.  So  uumenMa 
mnete  iheat  aab-agenta,  {nfhxkj  by  iius  hpe^  wern^  >goBtra% 
«api4ied  with  faandbiUs  oontamiiig  tiie  ftiMti  proposde 
of  the  banking  company^)  that  not  imly  the  liooMi  of  tlie 
tmo  hooBea,  but  Ihe  roone  of  meniyean^  man  heeiegBil  by 
JibeQi. 

Judge  Spenoer,  Judge  Tajrler^Qowrmr  TooiplBini  and 
«lfaer  leading  land  eflkient  TepublicMis,  dedafled  open  ear 
jegBinat  the  bank,  its  agente  owi  oupponheM.  Unfinfta- 
nately,  Silencer  anti  Tayler,  who  took  the  lead  in  ^thooe 
-deau]ietatioii8|"W€re  known  to  be  inteveeted  in  ibeeidMiiig 
tenks,  Judge  Taylor  being  preadeat  of  the  Steite  Baal(, 
/and  Judge  Speacer  being  auppooed  to  be  largely  iatam0fld 
lin  die  same  bank,  at  well  as  in  the  Iffaniiattui  iBank  of 
die  etty  of  Kew-Yovk.  The  bank  sppbcavta,  tfiereteo, 
tchaiged  them,  wiAi  kome  degcee  of  plaueibdity,  entfi 
being  influenced  ttove  by  ^oHsh  views  aadpiiiniteiBteBtit, 
ithan  by  a  regard  for  the  paUic  weaL 

Thomas  and  Soutbwick,  and  many  oduet'Of  the  haaik 
applioaats,  were  loud  in  their  praises  of  De  Witt  Caintoseii 
And  declared  themselves  the  advocates  of  his  .election,  to 
Ihe  presidency.  Although  Mr*  CfintDa  lannoonced  tkit 
he  was, against  die  bank^iie  was  TerycarcAil  to  psaAeit 
against  making  a  support  m*  oppositkm  to  it-a  test  of  pa*- 
fitical  merit,  or  political  oorreotaess.  ht  lasauaning  tikia 
position,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  ttdvcese  to  the  'grouDil 
he  had  taken  with  respect  to  those  who  fa;yoffed  the  ineor- 
{Miration  of  the  Merchants  Bsnk.  But  oonsisteney  is  wM 
m  distinguishing  charactoristic  of  politicians.  Mr.  Cliatos 
€iBnkly  told  Judge  Spencer  that,  although  ht  should  gifo 
4ia  vote^  if  required  to  vote,  against  the  charteiittg  of  Iho 
American  Banking  Company,  he  should)  on  no  aooo«it« 
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be  drawn  into  a  quarrel  with  the  supportera  of  that  mear> 
aure.  This  determinatioa  led  to  coldness  betwem  these 
two  gentlemen,  who  were  brothers-in-law,  and  who  had^ 
for  the  long  period  of  fourteen  years,  (since  1798,)  been, 
politicaUy,  cordially  united,  and  personally,  ardent  friends. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  as  we  shall  see,  this  coldness 
produced  bitter  personal  hostili^. 

Mr.  Southwidc,  in  order  to  justify  Mr.  Clinton  in  the 
ground  he  had  taken,  not  to  allow  the  support  of  the 
bank  to  be  made  a  political  question,  and  to  quiet  the 
tender  consciences  of  his  republican  friends^  who  were 
inclined  to  support  the  bank,  on  the  28th  February  came 
out  with  an  article  in  the  Register,  m  which  he  argued, 
that  the  question  of  granting  a  charter  to  a  bankbg  com- 
pany could  not  be  of  a  political  nature,  and  concluded  by 
saying  that,  ^^  He  who  supports  or  opposes  a  bank  upon 
the  grounds  of  federalism  or  republicanism,  is  either  a 
deceiver  or  deceived,  and  will  not  be  listened  to  by  any 
man  of  sense  or  experience."  How  different  was  his 
language  in  relation  to  the  Merchants  Bank  ! 

The  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  for  chartering  the  Bank 
of  America,  passed  the  assembly  by  a  vote  of  fifty-two  to 
forty-six.  After  the  question  was  taken  on  the  first 
•clause,  some  alarming  disclosures  were  made,  of  attempts 
by  the  applicants  to  bribe  members  of  both  houses;  but  I 
)>ropose  giving  a  more  detailed  account  of  those  proceed- 
ings, in  the  senate  as  well  as  in  the  assembly,  in  another 
tplace.  J^t  present,  I  will  merely  state  the  fact,  that  it 
was  rendered  most  evident  that  attempts  bad  been  made 
by  the  agents  of  the  company,  to  corrupt  the  members  of 
the  legislature;  and  yet,  that  after  these  &cts  had  been 
proved,  the  bank  party,  in  the  assembly,  increased,  as  ii 
aiso  did  in  the  case  of  the  Merchants  Bank;  for,  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  in  the  assembly,  the  vote 
fifty-eight  to  thirty-nine. 
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The  bill  was  sent  to  the  senate,  and  ^en  that  hmm 
ivas  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  it  a  motion  wa» 
made  to  reject  it,  bat  the  motton  failed  of  taccessi 
the*  vote  being  fifteen  to  thirteen.  Mr^  E.  P*  Livingston 
was  in  the  chair,  who  was  known  to  be  in  fSaivor  of  tho 
bill.  This  trial  of  strength  rendered  it  certain  that  the 
bill  wonld  pass  the  senate,  and  become  a  law;  wkereupony 
on  the  S7th  March,  the  governor  sent  a  message  to  the 
two  houses  proroguing  the  legislature  until  the  21st  of 
Maj. 

The  cause  of  the  prorogation  assigned  by  the  governor, 
was,  that  sufficient  proof  had  been  furnished  to  show  that 
the  bank  applicants  had  used,  or  attempted  to  use,  corrupt 
means  to  procure  a  charter. 

When  the  message  was  read  in  the  assembly  a  sc^Mof 
confusion  and  uproar  ensued,  and,  for  a  few  moments, 
outrage  and  violence.  Under  the  constitution  of  1777, 
the  governor  possessed  the  power  of  prorogation,  but  il* 
had  been  considered  as  a  remnant  of  royal  prerogative, 
unsoitable  to  the  genins  of  our  government;  and  I  am  not 
aware  that,  in  time  of  peace,  it  had  ever  before  been  ex- 
ercised. But  if,  as  was  believed,  and  is  stilF  believed  by 
many  intelligent,  unprejudiced  men,  a  bill  was  about  to 
be  forced  through  the  legislature  by  palpably  corrupt 
means,  it  seems  to  me  any  constitutional  measure  to  arrest 
its  progress  was  justifiable. 

The  bank  advocates  in  the  legislature,  had  systematic 
cally  prevented  any  action  on  nearly  all  the  important 
business  before  them.  Holding  a  majority,  they  seemed 
determined  that  nothing  of  consequence  should  be  done 
until  their  favorite  measure  should  be  adopted.  The  more 
pressing  the  necessity  of  legislation,  on  any  given  sub- 
ject, the  more  carefully  did  they  watch,  «nd  strenuously 
oppose^  final  action  on  it.  Of  two  hundred  and  forty-twi> 
bills,  ultimately  passed  during  that  session,  the  greater 
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IMr*  of  vhiok'lMr^  then  on  tbm  tftUb,  thtjf^  ItoA  posted 
hut  thiffLyHUDa  wheB  they  were  protogiiedL 

The  friaKltf  af  the  iMok  lesorted  to  knother  eontrit 
KaMrljp  dl  of  th«m  profeated  to  be  in  ftiTer  «if  a  i 
lioa  ef  Mr.  Cli»t«ct  fv  pteoident^by  «  kgiabtm  repaUi^ 
flWicMauiiibiittheyyOftOBepreteMeaiid  aaotber,  refused' 
t0>^go  into  eaiiQM  obi  Aai  subject  iwtil  efter  the  qacitbtt 
oC  chnrtmig  the  tandi  ihmad  be  dbpaeed  ef.  fhisi  v«» 
eieceMrreljr  iiaiiyiiig  to-  lb.  Omton;.  fiir  the  membfliv 
of  congress  had  also,  for  another  cause,  put  off,  to  an  uraK 
siiaHy  late  pcnod)  thair  evMW)  wfaMh  wa»  to  he  hdd  fiM  the 
same  puipose*  A  kige  portkn  of  theoi^  willi  Mb.  Clvp 
eft  diek  bead^h^  lefuasd  to  su|qpdrt  Miu  MadisoB^  otf  go^ 
into  a  caucus,  until  he  should  send  a  watange  to  congresai 
reeoaunendidg  a  deebutetion  of  war  agaioak  Occstt  Bvitatn. 
This,  he,,  for  a  long  time,,  heataked  to  do^  and  indeed  did 
not  do,  until  June  foUowing.  Mr.  Clinton  was,  for  reasaaff 
which  murt  be  obwiousy  oEtvemely  asaaooa  that  hio  noim* 
nation,  if  «ada  at  all  by  the  legislitiyre  o£  New^York^ 
should  be  made'  beCote  a  oengressional  nominatien^  of  Mc 
BCadisoA  ahoMld  be  tanouneed.  But'  the  hank  neir^ 
although  ptofeasii^  to  he  eseeediogly  anxious  for  Mn 
CJb  sneicesa,  per esuptorUy  oefuited  to.  move  in  the  mstteir 
qnlil  &RJ  had  procured  a  ebartcr  for  tbeis  bank.  Oughik 
not  Mr.  ClufeMm  intiantly  to  hare  east  off  sueh  friends^  1 

The  bank  men,  and  many  othet  ef  Mr«  Ctiaton'a  friends^ 
say>  that  Gov.  Tosiykina  had,  at  that  time,  fooed  his  eye 
Oft  the  pyesiidency;  thait  he  apprehended  the  saeoess  of 
Ml.  C.  would  be  fa^  to  his  hopes  in  lihat  respect;  and 
thatyto  prevent  the  nomiaationof  Clinton  by  a  New-^York 
lei^elative  caucus,  before  a  conpressienai  eaucus  for  tha 
noBunation  of  Mr.  Madison  could  be  held,  was  the  tmr 
reaaon  and  contiylling  cause  of  his  venturing  on  so  bold  a 
DMaaure  as  the  prorogati<Hi.  This,  however,  is  matter  of 
OMi^c^ure.. 


wm  w  MnMmis.  aift 


Mtttmik^mmAmw  laft^AIbony^  tUrtgr'MM  rafNiMkuMr 
agMd  and  publiskecl  an  addBess  tp  tbeir  eonatiivieals^  apH 
pwimgof  Itie  pHmgatloQ^and  twealy<«iigM  4«QQor«lMp 
ilMibera  mmi^  a  aotcnin  ]^Qia«|  agaiQat  thait  mmbui^ 

Th9  ibUiwy  Sepst^r.  ako,  came  eiil  in  opea.  and  kittait 
deaunciattoiis  aeawfit,  (h^.  T^iviplpna,  Jadga  Spanc^ 
l^B»TC»j:ay»  Sraretey  Jeitidnsy  and  all  who  sappairtied 


In  ttiiB  hrokav  and  dislui^bed  atole  aad  eon^ioa  of  ikm 
Iff  libtoiA  party  the  April  elactiona  c«ib«  en.  Tbe  vwiK 
ilMx.%«iQaU  aajorily  of  federaUsIa  w^e  fttataad  ta  tb^s 
awtiaWy^Wtf  not  so  great  but  tbai  tbftva  ifoald,  u^  thu^ 
mortk  l^latace^  be  a  republican  mi^^^vitj^  upoa  a  joial^ 
IpUoli  of  tbe  ^wo  housea. 

Tile  ledavaliata  cai^riad  the  soutbera  vipA  eiutein.  dia^acte 
l9>tlia  awtbam  diakifet,  two  i^pablican  tieketa  aiera  aaiii*. 
paatad^  aa<^  daiaiiag  to  be  the  n$i  Siiaon  Pares.  Tb% 
(gUatoBiaa  rq^liieaDa  supported  WiUitm  Freeaiaa  a»4 
JUm  Oarfalaoa;  and  the  Mariting  mm  held  up  Mm 
SMgham  aod  Sobest  Moaie.  To  Atm  tbe  aelativ^ 
aliwi^tb^  at  that  tiaie^  io^  the  sout^fin  di$uic1^  of  the  t^M 
q£  tbe  demoecaiifi  partyi  I  give  tbe  leaalt  of  tb«i 


WilUam  Freeman  received  three  thousand  vid  tifv^ny^ 
arrett  wlea;  John  Giarretaoa  two  thousand  nine  hiindfed 
and  fifty-^aeren;  John  Bingham  one  thousand  aeTea  haa^ 
daad  and  aiz;  and  Robert  Moore  one  thouiyind  M  hundiaA 
and  twenty. 

The  aenatora  elected  from  the  aoutbem  diatrict^  we«a 
Peter  W.  Radcliff  and  Elbert  H.  Jones;  middle^  Martin^ 
Van  Bufen  ;  eastern,  Gerrit  Wendell;  western,  Francis 
M.  BkKiHfrood,  Archibald  S;  Churke,  Rxnael  Atwater  and 
Qancy  Hi  gcr.  » 

Mr.  Hat-er  was  from  the  county  of  Schoharie;  but,^ 
according  to  usage,  the  candidate  ought  to  have  been  taken 


a 
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ttota  fbe  oouiitj*€f  Otsego;  and  a  repdiKiaii  eanrmOiom 
of  the  latter  county  bad  recommended,  to  the  district  cott*^ 
vention,  ESKjah  H.  Metcalf,  Esq^,  a  worthy  and  popolar 
citizen,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the  assembly.  B«l- 
Mr.  Metcalf  had  voted  for  the  bank,  and  die  district  cob* 
irention,  for  that  reason,  refused  to  nominate  him.* 
.  On  the  20th  of  April,  the  venerable  vice-presidenty 
Oem^e  Clinton,  died  at  Washington,  aged  serenty-threa 
years,  and  thus  terminated  a  long  and  laborious  life,  the 
greater  part  ci  which  had  been  devoted  to  the  service  of 
his  country.  He*  commenced  his  public  4ife  as  a  member 
of  the  colonial  assembly,  and,  during  the  stormy  period 
whtcb  preceded  the  American  Revolution,  he  sustained 
with  unshaken  firmness  the  rights  of  the  people.  During 
the  "Whole  of  the  revolutionary  war  he  stood  at  the  head 
of.  the  government  of  the  state,  and  was  commander4ii<- 
chief  of  the  militia.  After  the  close  of  that  war  we  have 
briefly  sketched  his  history  until  he  became  the  second 
officer  in  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Every 
act  of  his,  and  every  thing  which  remains  of  him,  aflforda 
evidence  that  he  was  a  man  of  strong  and  vigorous  inteW 
lect,  of  great  decision  of  character,  and  that  he  was  a  good 
judge  of  men,  and  possessed  a  profound  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart. 

Either  before,  or  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  a 
angular  project  was  formed,  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Amo* 
rica.  On  the  question  of  approving  the  bill,  in  th# 
council  of  revision,  it  was  supposed  that  body  would  vote 
in  the  following  manner: — 

*  Aiioot  the  lime  of  tlie  ]m>ro|eatlott  of  the  le^lfttaret «  newepnper  wm  eetaib* 
lisbed  hf  Judge  Speacer,  and  his  immediate  friends,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  c<^teractioc  the  impressions  intended  to  be  made  hf  Mr. 
Souihwicli,  by  means  of  the  Albany  Begister.  Tt^e  paper  was  called  the  Albany 
Republican,  and  was  printed  by  one  Brown.  From  that  circumstance  it  acquired 
the  name  of  <*r4«  Brown  RtvuUie«m."    It  expired  looQ  alter  the  eleetioa. 


' 
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For  the  bill — ^Lansing^  Kent,  Thompson  and  Van  Nesfi. 
Against  the  bill — ^Tbe  governor,  Spencer  and  Yates. 

If,  therefore,  two  members  could  be  added  to  the  conn- 
dl,  who  were  against  the  bill,  it  would  not  become  a  law, 
unless  passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses:  of  which, 
there  could  be  no  reasonable  apprehension,  or  expectation. 

Shortly  after  the  prorogation,  a  petition  was  drawn  and 
eirculated,  addressed  to  the  council  of  appointment,  pray- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  two  additional  judges  of  the 
supreme  court.  This  petition,  after  setting  forth  some 
reasons  for  the  measure,  states  as  follows: — ^^  We,''  say 
the  petitioners,  ^^  owe  it  to  candor  to  say  that  a  powerful 
motire  which  urges  us  to  request  the  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  two  judges,  is,  that  they  would  arrest  and  prevent 
the  passage  of  a  bill  before  the  legislature,  entitled  ^^  An 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  America,"  without  waiting 
for  the  sanction  of  the  legislature,  who  can  scarcely  be 
supposed  to  approve  a  measure  to  defeat  a  bill  passed  by 
themselves."  It  will  be  recollected,  that  under  the  old 
constitution,  the  council  of  appointment  could  create  as 
many  judges  of  the  supreme  court  as  they  thought  proper; 
but  the  additional  judges,  thus  appointed,  could  receive  no 
pay  without  an  act  of  the  legislature.  The  petition  from 
which  I  have  quoted,  was  accompanied  by  a  printed  circu- 
lar, signed  by  Stephen  Phelps— (Bates  1)  Eli  Hill  and 
John  C.  Spencer,  in  which  they  stated  that  the  petition 
^  was  not  intended  for  general  ciretUaticnj  hut  was  to  be 
presented  to  injluefiiial  republicans  on/y." 

Whether  this  petition  was  ever  presented  to  the  council 
I  am  not  advised.  I  cannot  imagine  a  state  of  things 
which  would  afford  a  justification,  or  even  a  reasonable 
excuse,  for  such  a  flagrant  abuse  of  power.  That  the 
project  was  seriously  contemplated,  I  have  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt;  for  William  Ross,  of  Newburgh,  told  me  he  was 
to  have  been  appmnted  one  of  the  judges,  had  the  scheme 
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bMa  carried  iata  efiect  Tba  extiacto  ksm  th«  p^titioii 
and  circular^  were  made  hjmBjfxom  a  copy  €if  those  docqir 
oneata  piibUslied  in  the  Albany  Register  in  1S13. 

The  kgialaitiure  agaW:  met  on  the  31at.  of  May^  aji4  tkia 
senate  iaunediately  leaumed  the  coBsidevatioa  of  the  b|tt 
to  iB^oiponite  the;  atoekholders  of  the  Bank  of  Amfrieat. 
The  0{^pQeiliw  ta  ita  pas^age^  wm  ablj  conduGled).  apd 
long  continiMd*  Among  the  most  zealow  and  talenteit 
opponents  of  the  hill,  may  be  ranked  Gei^  Sraatiis  Bool^ 
of  Delawaie  conntyj  from  the  middle  district,  and  Oen*. 
Lewis  may  be  considered  a&  its  leading  and  moet  eSmfi^tk 
ndvQcate. 

The  bill  finally  passed  by  the  following  ▼ole:^-*^ 

Affirmative — ^Arnold,  Bishop,  Haight,  Hall,  Hopliin% 
Humphries^  Lewis,  Livingston,  Martin,.  Parrie,^  Ph^Ip% 
Platt^  Rich)  Smally ,  Smith,  Steams  and  Taber^-sevei^leeii^ 
N^ative — Bloodgood,  Carle,Coe,Gilbert,  Hubbardy&oe^ 
Rouse,  Sanford,  Tayler,  Townsend,  White,  WiUcin  a^4 
Yates — thirteen. 

All  the  federal  senators^  and,  I  believe^  aU  the  fedeoj 
members  of  the  assembly,  except  Mf«  Lorillard  of  New* 
York,  voted  for  the  charter. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  eorropt  meana  wese  need  to  iadno^ 
.members  to  vote  for  this  bank;  and^  on  the  othes  haad,,! 
have  no  doubt  that  many,!  hope  a  majonty^of  those  wWi 
finally  did  vote  ibr  it,  honestly  believed  that  the  biU  hM 
merits,  and  that  the  public  interest  demanded  its  passage. 
A  question,  however,  presents  itself,  of  considerable  im^ 
portance  to  a  copscientious  man;  and  it  is  this:— GKiant 
that  the  bill,  in  the  abstract,  had  merits;  that  had  the  i^p-* 
plication  comev  directly  from  the  stockholders,  withonl. 
the  interference  of  agents,  or  any  improper  conduct  on  tba 
part  of  the  applicants,  the  public  interest  demanded  iln 
passage^  but  concede  further,  that  corrupt  means  had  been 
tt^ed  to  induce  a  part  of  the  members  to  support  the  loll,. 
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whof  erroneously^  but  macesfjy  beli^yed  it  ou^t  not  to 
be  passed;  under  such  circuiostwces^  ought  that  portion 
oC  die  aiewheis,  who  henestljf  belidved  the  passage  of  the^ 
biU  advantageons  to  tiie  puUie^  to  hare  voted  for  it  1 

faMisedialely  after  the  question  ia  relation  to  the  Bank 
ot  Aaseriea  was  disposed  of)  and  on  the  SSlh.  of  Maj^  a. 
mMlUng  of  the  sepubliean  members  of  the  leg^iatune  waa 
hoU^at  which  Gesu  James  W.  WiUda  was  chainnan^aad 
Alawaiider  SbetdoD|  speaker  of  tho  assemlsJy,  was  aecreftar 
T%  when  Mr.  Clinton  was  nominated  aa  tho  candidate  to 
be-ai^pported  for  the  next  president  by  the  republicans  of 
the  sAate  of  New-*York;  and  his  support  was  recommended 
toi  the  republican  party  of  the  union.  A  conuniltee  of 
seventeen  gefi<tlemeB  wan  appointed  to  use  their  effsirta  to 
carry  u»to  effect  the  objects  of  the  meeting. 

Some  democratic  members  from  die  southern  and  mid*- 
die  districts,  among  whom  were  Oo¥.  Lewis  and  Nathan 
Sanford^  refused  to  attend  this  caucus^  These  geademeft 
professed  to  be  in  principle  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  while 
otkers  from  the  intcric^  uid  wesiem,  and  eastern  parts  of 
the  stttte,  aiUioQ^  personal  frienda  of  Mr.  C.^  and  sin-* 
cesely  desirous  of  seeing  him  elected  president,,  doubted 
the  «ipedien6y  of  nominating  him  for  that  oi&ee;  becauao 
snail  nomination  mighi^  in  their  judgment^  divide  and  dia»  . 
tenet  the  republican  party,  and  would  eTentnaUy  prove 
injimoos  to  Mr.  Clinton  himself.  I  have  been  informed 
by  gentlemen  who  were  present  on  that  occasion,^  and 
who  were  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton^  that  so  many  of 
the  members  dcmbted  the  expediency  of  a  nomination^  that 
it  would  not  have  been  made  had  not  Mr.  Van  Cortland 
and  other  members  of  congress  arrived  from  Washington) 
urging,  and  bringing  letters  from  Gideon  Granger ,t  post- 
mesiep  general,  arlso  urging  the  immediate  nomination  of 
Mr.  Clinton^.  Judge  Spencer  and  Judge  Tayler  still  held 
back,  but  finally  were  induced  to  attend»  rather  as  ^pecta- 
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tors,  a  meeting  to  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  holding 
a  caucus  for  the  purpose  of  nominating.  At  that  meet- 
ing Gen.  Root  made  a  long  and  able  speech  agunst  the 
proposed  measure.  He  showed  that  it  could  not  be  suc- 
cessful. That  as  a  republican  candidate,  Mr.  Clintcm 
could  not,  and  as  the  federal  candidate  he  ought  not,  to 
succeed.  That  the  issue  of  the  contest  would  be  ruinow 
to  the  political  prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Oen.  Boot 
spoke  of  the  character  and  talents  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  tetnis 
of  high  commendation;  that  the  hopes  of  ifew-York 
were  in  a  great  degree  centered  upon  him,  that  his  nomi^ 
nation  would  blight  those  hopes,  and  he  concluded  a  most 
eloquent  harangue  by  exclaiming,  ^^  Spare,  O  spare  that 
great  man  !"  A  majority  of  the  members,  among  whom 
was  that  shrewd  and  cautious  politician,  John  W.  Taylor, 
notwithstanding  the  opposition,  determined  to  proceed 
and  bring  Mr.  Clinton  into  the  field.  Judge  Spencer  and 
Judge  Tayler  and  a  majority  of  the  republicans,  except 
mg  Mr.  Lewis  and  the  Marti  ing  men  from  New-York, 
and  I  believe  Gen.  Root,  finally  acquiesced  in  the  nomi> 
nation;  at  any  rate  it  was  understood  they  would  take  no 
steps  to  oppose  it;  and  I  perceive  that  Judge  Tayler  was 
made  one  of  the  committee  of  seventeen.  And  here  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  Mr.  Southwick,  in  the  Re- 
gister, was  continually  charging  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Spencer,  Judge  Tayler,  and  the  secretary  of  state,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  with  decided  and  active  hostility  to  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, while  the  New-York  Columbian,  the  paper  which 
seemed  to  be  the  accredited  organ  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  that 
city,  claimed  these  gentlemen  as  the  friends  and  support- 
ers of  Mr.  C. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  impolitic  than  the  con* 
duct  of  Mr.  Southwick,  in  this  respect.  He  undoubtedly 
must  have  been   acting  from  feelings  of  private  resent- 
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meat  tpwardf  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge  Spencer  and  the 
others. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  on 
the  same  day  congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain. 
In  the  house  of  representatives  the  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill  declaring  war,  was  seventy-nbe  to  forty-nine.  Very 
few  of  the  republican  representatives  from  New- York 
Toted  for  the  measure.  They  opposed  it,  not  because,  in 
their  judgment,  the  nation  had  not  sufficient  cause  of  war, 
but  because  we  were  unprepared  for  the  commencement 
of  hostilities.  Most  of  the  republican  members  from 
New-York  who  voted  against  the  war  were  Clintonians. 
In  the  senate,  Mr.  German,  who,  by  general  consent,  was 
understood  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Clinton,  made 
a  speech  and  voted  against  the  war. 

The  declaration  of  war  by  congress,  soon  became  al* 
most  the  sole  matter  in  controversy  between  the  political 
parties  which  existed  in  the  nation.  But  the  party  which 
opposed  the  war,  in  point  of  fact,  consisted  of  two  parties. 
The  old  federal  party  opposed  the  war,  on  the  ground  that 
we  had  no  sufficient  cause  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  or 
if  we  had,  we  had  still  greater  cause  for  war  with  France; 
and  that  if  we  had  commenced  hostilities  against  the  lat- 
ter, the  cause  of  our  difficulties  with  the  former  would 
have  been  removed.  Another  class  of  citizens  opposed 
the  war,  because  they  believed  it  declared  prematurely, 
and  before  the  nation  was  prepared  to  assume  a  belligerent 
attitude. 

A  very  large  majority  of  the  old  republican  party  ap- 
proved of  the  war,  and  the  time  of  declaring  it. 

At  the  September  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  held  in 
the  county  of  Chenango,  Gen.  David  Thomas  having  been 
arrested  on  a  warrant  issued  by  Judge  Spencer,  was  in- 
dicted by  a  grand  jury  of  Chenango  county,  for  an  attempt 
to  bribe  Casper  M.  Reuse,  a  senator  from  that^county,  to 
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give  his  vote  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  JLm^ 
rica.  Judge  Van  Ness  presided  on  this  occasion^  and 
Thomas  was  acquitted  by  the  jury. 

During  the  same  month  Solomon  Southwick  was  indicted 
and  tried  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  before  Chii^f 
Justice  Kent,  for  an  attempt  to  bribe  Alexander  Sheldoii| 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  and  found  not  guilty.  * 

I  may  have  occasion  to  state  the  substance  of  the  proofs 
offered  to  sustain  the  charges  against  these  gentlemen* 
At  present  I  will  only  remark,  that  the  proofs  in  the  case 
of  Thomas  as  well  as  South  wick,  were  very  strong,  I  had 
almost  said  conclusive;  but  that  it  appeared  that  bofii 
Rouse  and  Sheldon  entertained  the  propositions  made 
to  them,  concealed  the  affront,  and  for  a  considerable 
time,  at  least  several  months,  treated  the  men  who  they 
alleged  had  attempted  to  corrupt  them,  as  associates  and 
friends;  and  that  Doct.  Sheldon  had  voted  for  South  wick 
for  a  regent  of  the  university,  long  after  the  attempt  to 
bribe,  and  long  before  he  made  the  complaint.  By  (he 
skill  and  address  of  the  council  who  defended  Gen. 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Southwick,  the  traverse  jury  seemed  to 
have  been  made  to  believe  that  their  business  was  rather 
to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  complainants,  than  to  pro* 
nounce  on  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the  accused.  It  did 
not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  them  that  both  Rouse  and 
Sheldon  might  be  bad  men,  and  yet  that  Thomas  and 
Southwick  might  have  violated  the  statute  by  an  attempt 
to  bribe  them. 

My  excuse  for  mentioning  these  two  cases  is,  that  at 
the  time,  the  prosecutions  were  considered  to  be  of  a  poli- 
tical character,  and  because  Gen.  Thomas  an<i  Mr.  South- 
wick were  considered  prominent  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  the  charges  against  them  tended  to  injure  the  cause 
of  Mr.  Clinton. 

In   September  an   attempt  was  made  by  some  repub- 
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Scans  6f  the  tmion  to  inihice  Mr.  Cliiilbn  to*  wtthdraw 
from  the  presiileiitial  canrass.  With  this  view,  Oeii. 
Sing,  then  of  that  part  of  Massachusetts  ealled  the  pro^ 
^bce  of  Maine,  now  tbe  state  of  Maine,  and  half  broOi* 
»  to  the  late  HulFiis  Sing,  a  man  of  considerable  standing 
%i  t^  republican  pattj,  Tisited  AMny,  and  had  an  inter- 
iriew  'vdth  JFudge  Spencer  and  Judge  Tayler,  whom  he  no 
flMbt  eonsktered  as  the  friends  df  Mr.  Clinton;  in  nrhidli 
he  Mted  Aat  "as  be  bdieyed  ti»e  republicans  of  the  xmion, 
'tad  especially  of  the  eastern  states,  entertamed  a  high  re- 
ject for  the  talents  and  eharater  of  Mr.  Clinton,  te 
teque^tiosiably  stood  tbe  first  man  in  the  tepublioan  ranks 
^t  (he  north;  that  at  a  proper  time  they  would  gladly  yield 
^bim  their  support  for  the  presidency,  that  at  the  neott 
-blection  he  might  be  cordially  sustained  for  the  office  of 
vice-president;  but  that  tbe  ^war  having  been  declarid 
under  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  the  election  cf  Mr. 
Clinton  in  opposition  to  him,  would  be  regarded  at  home, 
and  especially  abroad,  as  an  evidence  that  the  American 
people  were  opposed  to  the  war, — ^an  attitude  he  was  sure 
'the  majority  of  the  people  were  unwilling  to  assume, — ^be- 
sides which,  the  support  of  Mr.  Clinton  by  any  consider^ 
able  portion  of  the  republican  party,  (and  without  such 
support  it  was  evident  he  could  not  be  elected,)  would 
inevitably  break  in  pieces  and  destroy  that  party,  and  give' 
the  federalists  the  ascendency. 

Influenced  by  these  representations  and  views,  Judge 
'Spencer  and  Mr.  Tftyler,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Richard 
'Riker,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Clintonian  committee, 
Introducing  Gen.  King  to  him,  in  which  they  recommend- 
ed an  arrangement  which  would  avoid  a  competition  be* 
tween  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Madison,  and  they  concluded 
by  expresssing  an  opinion  that  "  no  event  would  exalt 
Mr.  Clinton  higher  than  a  surrender  of  his  pretensions  to 
'  the  pre^ideiitial  chair.'* 
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To  this  letter  Mr.  Riker  replied  on  the  7th  Octobey, 
that  Mr.  Clinton  would  not  withdraw  from  being  a  candt- 
date^  that  he  had  been  made  such  by  the  people,  and  thqr 
had  a  right  to  his  name.  He  adds,  that  the  suggestion* 
of  Gen.  King,  that  Massachusetts  will  support  Mr.  Clin- 
ton at  the  end  of  four  years,  cannot  be  listened  to  for 
a  moment;  and  that  bargains  between  politicians  are  in- 
consistent with  the  purity  and  dignity  of  republicanism 
This  correspondence  Mr.  Riker  caused  to  be  published. 

It  is  very  evident  that  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Tayler  did 
not  intend  their  letter  for  publication.  Nor  can  I  perceive 
in  it  any  evidence  of  unfriendly  feelings  towards  Mr.  Clin- 
ton. The  publication  of  it  by  Mr.  Clinton's  New-York 
friends  must  have  been  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  of 
political  capital.  Of  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  the 
act,  different  men  will  now,  as  they  did  then,  form  differ^ 
ent  opinions. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  2d  of  November  for  the  pvr 
pose  of  choosing  electors.  The  candidates  for  the  speak 
er's  chair,  were  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rensselaer  of  Colum* 
bia  county,  on  the  federal  side,  and  William  Ross,  on  the 
republican.  Mr.  Ross  received  forty-six  votes,  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington one,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  fifty-eight,  who  of 
course  was  elected.  This  vote  showed  a  federal  majority 
of  thirteen  in  the  assembly.  Mr.  James  Van  Ing^n  was 
elected  clerk. 

No  sooner  had  the  legislature  convened,  than  it  was 
.  ascertained  that  about  twenty  republican  members  of  the 
assembly  would  not  consent  to  vote  for  Clin  Ionian  electors. 
This  little  band  was  headed  by  Gen.  Root.  Mr.  Martxv 
Van  Bu&en,  from  the  middle  district,  made  his  appear- 
ance in  public  life  for  the  first  time  at  this  session.  He 
had  no  agency  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton  by  the 
legislative  caucus  on  the  28th  of  May,  for  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  legislature  then  in  existence*     What  his 
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49a%Jrdoi««l  koow;  but  ke  had^lieeA  tmnMl  up»  tO'  tlNi 
AMteui«f tlMt  on  all  meve  penM&l.qiHititM  iliRW  te 
Artjr  af  a  poMlkmn  to.  go  aoeordidg  l»  Ihftwili  ^  iii 
fftfenkj'  of  hi*  poliltcal  fnenda,  wbon  diail  mil  was  iaUy 
maftna^.  Qb  ike  queBliDn  of  Ae  support  ^t  Mr*  'Cla» 
ttm  foff  the  prasiikncjt,  Mr.  Vai  Burtn  comidferoA  ttal 
tke-Tepublican  part]?  had  spokta  at  tha  kgialatiM  caaaaa 
imMmjL  Tbe  wtU  of  tibe  party^aa  Ihcft  es^iaiatd)  la 
deemed  it  bis  duty  to  aid  in  carrying  mto  efiieot; 

The  pantiea  in  the  legialatave,  as  tO'aaBihers^ata<kr  aa 
Itflowatr^Hb  the  aanaM  there  were  nine  MtraKsli^  Ibat 
Madiaonian  and  ainetaen  Clintonian^  reptihlieansf  in  Iha 
Maamhly  theffe  w«re  fifty-eight' federaliala^  tsrantyvtNa 
MacKaoaiiaD)  and'  tiseaty-tiine  Cfotonias  lepifbtteaaal 
The  federalists  could  and  did  nemiaate  fadaral  akolna^al 
tba'aaaombly^  and  the  vepublicaas  noandnalad'OInitDnian 
4aatoaa  in  the  senate;  This  state  af  tUnga^  it>  will  ha 
vmiywaiiM  compel'  the  Mariisonians  on  joint  baUdt  to  fwlk 
iMber  fi»i4?Iintoniaa^ or  federal  etectors^or  nofr ¥«la ataiL 
liF^Iha  ■a^(Bsl  they  adopted  die  lattar  eeutaai 

Kotwithalaadiiig  thia  curioos  state  of  tfainga^Mt*  Van 
Buren,  on  his  arrinral  at  Ahway^  found  ib.  Clinlan  aai 
his  friends  entirely  destitute  of  any  plan  of  operations. 
The  talents,  address  and  activity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  soon 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  republican  friends  of  Mr. 
Clinton  in  the  senate,  and  in  &ct  m  the  legislature.  A 
caucus  of  republican  members  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  candidates  for  electors,  but  such  was  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  Madisonians  that  no  ticket  could  be  agreed 
<A  which  they  would  support.  They  insisted  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  electors  should  be  run  who  would  vote  for 
Mr.  Madison,  and  to  this  the  Clintonians  would  not  con* 
sent.  Eventually  a  Clintoniaa  ticket  was  agreed  upon, 
at  the  head  of  which  Judge  Yates  was  placed.     That  ticket 
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WM  noMttated  in  ^  senate.  In  the  asseMUy  the  ne0^ 
itood  for  federal  electors  fiftT-eight,  Clintonian  twenty* 
nine,  and  Madisonian  twenty-two.  Of  course  the  fedenl 
lidcet  was  nominated.  Upon  joint  ballot  the  Clintonian 
ticket  receired  serenty^four  votes,  the  federal  forty-fivv, 
and  there  were  twenty*eight  blank  votes.  The  Madisonians 
f»st  the  blank  votes*  Of  coarse  a  part  of  the  federalisia 
voted  the  Clintonian  ticket,  which  gave  it  a  majority  of 
aH  the  votes,  and  the  Clintonian  electors  were  therefovt 
declared  duly  chosen. 

The  governor's  speech  was  principally  ccmfined  to  de- 
tuls  of  the  incidents  of  the  war  then  raging  on  the  north- 
ern Bind  western  frontier  of  the  state,  and  the  answer  to 
it  by  the  assembly,  was  rather  courteous  than  o&erwise, 
but  pretty  clearly  indicating  the  grounds  assumed  by  the 
federal  party  during  the  war. 

Upon  the  canvass  of  the  presidential  votes  at  Washing 
ton,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Madison  had  received  one  bun-* 
died  and  twenty-eight  votes,  and  Mr.  Clinton  eighty-nine. 
The  states  which  voted  for  Mr.  Clmton  were  New-Yoik| 
New- Jersey,  Delaware,  all  the  New-England  states  except 
Vermont,  and  Maryland,  gave  him  five  votes.  He  did 
not  reerive  a  mngle  vote  south  of  the  Potomac. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

BANKS. 


UiTFo&TVNATixT  the  chartering  of  banks  has  had  a 
oonsiderable  influence  on  political  parties,  and  their  action, 
m  the  state  of  New- York.  For  this  reason  the  history  of 
political  parties  among  us  would  be  quite  imperfect,  with* 
out  at  the  same  time  presenting  some  view  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislature  on  the  various  applications 
which,  from  time  to  time,  were  made  for  charters  by 
banking  companies.  And,  on  many  accounts,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  reader  to  sub^ 
mit  a  brief  statement  of  these  proceedings,  detached,  as  far 
as  it  can  be,  from  other  political  operations. 

The  first  banking  association  formed  in  this  state  was 
in  the  year  1784,  when  a  joint  stock  company  in  the  city 
of  New- York  wsls  organized.  The  articles  of  co-partner- 
thip  were  drawn  1^  Oen.  Hamilton,  and  the  capital 
invested  was  five  hundred  thousand  doIIar8.(2  Ham.  279.) 

Under  these  articles,  or  constitution,  as  they  were  called, 
the  company  commenced  and  continued  banking  opera- 
tions,  till  March  21, 1791,  when  it  was  chartered,  under 
the  name  of  the  Bank  of  New-York,  which  company  is 
now  in  existence.  The  articles  of  association  bore  date 
February  26, 1784.  It  will  therefore  be  perceived,  that 
more  than  seven  years  elapsed,  after  they  commenced 
banking  business,  before  the  legislature  granted  them  a 
charter,  and  that  the  state  government  had  been  in  opera- 
tion about  fourteen  yean  before  any  bank  charter  was 
granted. 

The  fact  was,  the  community  were  smarting  under  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  continental  paper  money  system.. 
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The  legislature  of  New- York  were  therefore  unwillu^^ 
by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  countenance  the  issue  of  paper,  as 
mofieyj  by  any  association  whatever.  Hence  no  charter 
could  be  obtained  for  the  only  banking  company  in  the 
state,  until  aftef  that  company  had  been  in  operation  for 
more  than  seven  years.  ^^  A  memorial,''  says -Mr.  John 
C«  Hamilton,.  (2  Shm.  340,)  ^^  to  incopporat*  the  bank  of 
which  the  constitution  had  been  firained.  Igr  Hetnultooy  mip 
presejited  to  the  legislature  early  in  1784,b«tso  previ^ovft 
was  the  jealousy  of  moiuyedinfiuenc^  thai  it  was  cooijpolMi 
to  conduct  its  afiairs  during  slsp  years  without  c^fototf^ 
immunUits.  The  cry  arose  that  banks  were  combi^alipiiii 
of  the  riich  against  the  poor,"  &q.  TMsq  ^^  coiyoc»te 
immunities,"  of  which  Mr^  Hamilton  speak^}  ^ivere  Ite 
privilege  of  sueing  in  their  corporate  names,,  and  a&  esr 
einption  of  liability  of  the  individual  stockhoIdBrs  for  a 
greater  sum  than  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  themmi  N# 
sane,  man  then  dreamed  of  grantiitg  to  thase  compwies 
the  exclave  rigjhit  of  issuing  and  circulaliQg  their  Dftffi 
aj^casht 

In  1792  the  Bank  of  Albany  vias  cbartered,  with.  $ 
Capital  pi  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  doll^a^  and  ia 
1793  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  located  at  Hudson,  ^^here  it 
was  proposed  to  open  a  foreign  trade  and  to  establish  tlif 
whale  fishery  business,  by  a  company  from  Rbode^  Islai^ 
was  chartered,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  sixigf 
thousand  dollars.  The  Bank  of  New- York  had  a  capita} 
of  a  million  of  dollars.  So  far,  t)ie  questjoa  of  chairtw 
ing  banks  had  been  kept  entirely  clear  of  party  considi^ 
rations.  It  was  a  mere  question  whether  the  convenicjMW 
of  the  community,  and  the  exigencies  of  commerce,^  dur 
manded  these  institutions;  and,  until  the  year  1799,  t]vi 
sum  oT  one  million  and  six  hundred  thousand  doliacaoo]]^ 
W0.S  employed  for  banking  purpo^ea. 

From  the  election  o(  John  Ads^ma:ta  th^  creaid^^g|^,jt 
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1796  ptiity  excitetneirt  had  prodigioosty  incrtos^d,  toid  ftt 
no  point  in  the  Union  was  party  heat  more  intense  th«i 
in  *thc^y  of  New-York:  especially  from  1798  to  1800. 
1%e  stodt  and  direction  of  the  Bunk  of  New-York  was  i<A 
flte  lidnih  of  federalists.  It  had,  no  dotA^  fklkn  into 
&eir  "hands,  not  in  conseqaence  of  any  poKtitcal  mana»i!K 
Tring,l)ilt  by  the  natural  course  of  trade  and  traffic  tmaong 
ike  citizens.  Col.  Burr,  and  some  of  his  political  friends, 
befieved  thiit  the  power  of  that  bank  was  used  to  patron^ 
ise  axrd  encourage  business  men  who  were  federali^s,  and 
to  cramp  and  embarrass  those  who  held  republican  princi- 
ples. Hence  the  originatitm  of  a  plan  to  incorporate  am 
additional  bank  in  the  city.  But  this  project  could  not  be 
carried  into  eifect  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature,  inas- 
much as  a  majority  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature  were 
federal;  and  even  the  republican  part  r>f  the  members 
were  so  jealous  of  the  corrupt  influence  of  moneyed  insthti- 
tions  that  few  of  them  would  consent  to  dharter  a  bank  in 
a  city  which  already  was  furnished  with  one  institution. 
The  result,  therefore,  was  a  conclusion  that  the  real  object 
of  the  scheme  must  be  concealed:  that  is,  the  legislature 
must  be  blindfolded,  and,  in  that  condition,  must  be  indu** 
ced  to  do  that  which  they  would  not  do  with  their  eyes 
open.  In  other  words,  it  was  deliberately  contrived  to 
dieat  the  legislature  out  of  a  charter;  and  the  following 
i^s  the  scheme  contrived: — ^The  yellow  fever  had  then 
recently  made  dreadful  ravages  in  the  city.  T^iat  event, 
with  other  circumi^tances,  called  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
ic to  the  necessity  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  the  city  of 
New- York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water;  and  the  le- 
gislature were,  with  great  plausibility,  invoked  to  charter, 
6n  the  most  liberal  terms,  a  company  who  professed  their 
willingnei^s  to  undertake  so  useful  an  enterprise.  As  it 
was  uncertain  what  amount  of  capital  might  be  requireJt 
to  effect  the  contemplated  object,  and  with  «  view  toatoM 
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any  dumoe  of  fidlure  on  account  of  a  deficiency  of  cajntali 
die  company  requested  to  be  authorized  to  raise  two  mil- 
lions of  dollan;  but  as  it  was  posftble,  and  indeed  proba- 
ble^ tbat  Uie  construction  of  the  water  works  would  not 
absorb  the  whole  of  that  sum,  they  asked  for  a  prorision 
that  the  ^^  surplus  capital  might  be  employed  in  any  way 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  state  of  New-York."  This  request 
seemed  to  be  but  reasonable,  and  yet,  under  the  authority 
of  these  few  words,  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  formida- 
ble moneyed  monopolies  has  grown  up  that  ever  existed 
in  this  state.  It  is  certain  that  an  immense  majority  of 
the  legislature  did  not  entertain  the  least  suspicion  that 
this  charter  contained  a  grant  of  banking  powers. 

Mr.  Davis,  {in  1  jBi^rr,  413,)  says,  ^^  tbat  it  has  been 
said  that  the  charter  was  obtained  by  trick  and  manage- 
ment, and  that,  if  suspicion  had  been  entertained  by  any 
of  the  federal  members.  Col.  Burr  could  not  have  got  the 
bill  through  the  legislature.''  Now,  I  do  not  contend  but 
that  some  of  the  federal  members  may  have  known  that 
the  real  object  of  the  bill  was  to  create  a  bank;  but  might 
not  those  same  federal  members  have  had  secured  to  them 
an  interest  which  would  make  it  profitable  to  them  to  have 
the  bill  become  a  law  1  Was  not  human  nature  the  same 
then  as  it  was  in  1806,  and  in  1812,  when  the  Merchants 
Bank  and  the  Bank  of  America  were  chartered  1  But 
will  Mr.  Davis  pretend — ^will  any  man  pretend — that,  if 
a  majority  of  the  members  had  been  apprised  of  the  real 
object  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  passed  1  Certainly  not; 
and  Mr.  Davis  virtually  admits  it.  But  Mr.  Davis  justi- 
fies, and  claims  triumphantly  to  have  justified,  Col.  Burr, 
by  affirming  that  he  did  not  misrepresent  or  misstate  to 
any  membcar  the  object  he  had  in  view.  Indeed  I  Col. 
Burr  did  not  positively  utter  a  falsehood,  and,  therefore| 
he  was  not  guilty  of  fraud  and  trick.     By  the  moral,  as 


wM  afrmwiieipal  kw,  I  had  supposed  that  the  sujipRs* 
sum  of  truth)  in  cases  of  this  sort,  rendered  the  act<Hr> 
equally  cidpable  as  would  the  affinnatioii  of  a  falsehood. 
Col.  Burr  was  a  member  of  the  l^islature,  and  had  so- 
lemnly  sworn  to  perfonn  his  duty  as  such  member.  Th# 
bill  was  hurried  through  both  houseS)  at  the  heel  of  the 
sestton,  and,  in  the  senate,  was  reported  complete  by  a 
seleet  committee^  and  was  neyer  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  of  that  house.  True,  Mr,  Davis  says  that 
Col.  Burr  stated  the  object  of  the  bill  to  one  federal  seaar 
tor  from  the  western  district,  who,  I  infer,  was  Mr*  Tho* 
mas  Morris. 

The  attention  of  the  council  of  reyision,  to  the  claufa 
under  which  banking  powers  were  claimed,  was  called  by 
the  ohief  justice,  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred.  Buit| 
fmn  an  eictract  from  their  minutes,  which  will  he  found 
in  1  Burr  J  416,  it  is  very  evident  that  it  did  not  seem  to 
iie  members  of  that  body  that  in  passing  that  bill  they 
fere  chartering  a  bank  which  was  to  exist  as  long  as  the 
nrvemment  lasted.  From  the  words  used  by  the  chief 
justice,  who  objected  to  the  bill  in  consequence  of  the 
clause  in  question,  he  appeared  to  be  apprehensive  that 
the  company  would  en^>loy  their  capital  in  trade,  &c. 
The  idea  of  banking,  it  is  most  evida&t,  never  came  into 
his  head.  A  majority  of  the  council,  of  which  the  pure 
mmded  John  Jay  was  then  president,  passed  the  bill,  not* 
withstanding  the  objections  of  the  chief  justice. 

Would  John  Jay  have  passed  a  bill  diartering  a  bank^ 
which  he  must  have  known  had  passed  the  two  houses 
without  their  knowledge  that  it  contabed  such  a  grant  1 
I  do  not  believe  it.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  that  the  po- 
Btical  power  created  by  chartering  this  institution  was 
eventually  used  for  the  prostration  of  CoL  Burr  himsetf| 
and  his  immediate  friends.  Was  it  not  retributive  jua* 
ticel 


TbB  «ext  bMde  d3atfiw#a,  ifrtiieb  f^t«i^  4rf  ^m  ^Mf 
dhafttcteT)  waft  the  Kew^York  8ti*e  teik,  at  iAdhuqr. 

Tihe  «ppHcant0  4dr  a  cMitar  for  i|Ub  iiiifitalikiii  aOfagvA 

tlM  ike  tMnk  «r  Albmy  was  ownad  %  fedsralntt,  aaS 

fluttits  (M^irer  ^¥tui  vtelded  ia  «uch  taanaeroito  lye'vp^- 

fMssrre  to  th«ee  Ikmhimm  mea  whoMoagcdto'diejipdH 

Hcaa  party.    7hey  iurtker  alleged  that  ilie  fxkHc  jnrn^ 

ftteaoe,  and  the  interest  «f  trade  and  (MnuMree^  damstodad 

aaather  haak  at  tbe  seat  of  gareiMaeat.    8o>far,  all  'wm 

Mt  'On  the  part  of  the  appHoanta.    They  iMae  apm  and 

fiwak  ia  declaring  the  objeet  of  their  apfuhcatiaa,  and  tha 

reasons  on  which  it  was  founded.     But,  as  pvoof  df  iim 

ttMopoioing  and  greedy  qpirit  of  men,  a  part  of  whose 

tteinesa  it  was  to  drive  bank  charters  throu^  the  kgiala*- 

lire,  trath  compels  me  to  state  that  this  rtpmktitan  eom^ 

fniBfy^uA  oonnected  willi  thcdr  appltcatioa  a^nioat  gigaalsA 

fldheme  of  cpeoulation,  if  not  of  peculatioa*    Tfaejr  petir 

iiened  the  le^slature  that,  in  the  same  act  by  whioh.  thi 

hank  was  to  be  chartered,  an  exchisive  giant  wght  km 

aiade  to  them,  or  a  lease  might  be  givea  thian,  af  iheisafc 

aprings  in  the  state  for  a  long  tiaie,  say  aiaty  yaaia;  Him 

company  stipulating  that  salt  should  always  be  in  faaiK* 

aessy  and  for  sale  at  the  salt  woiks  in  Saiina^  aA  a  prNa 

act  exetedingfioe  MUings  per  bushel;  and  also  thai  thejr 

Would  pay  the  state  three  thousand  dollars  a  year  rcnty  l<tf 

tike  first  ten  years;  th'ee  thousand  and  five  huadred  M^ 

lars  for  the  second  ten  years;  and  four  dMuamd  <dollaai 

aanually  thereafter.!  ^^  ^^  ^^f^^  ^^  iiiahie  of  %he  ^t 

springs  wfis  not  generally  known  ia  iise  atate,  and  dw 

public  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  expanse  of  manniaol«^ 

ring  salt,  as  is  evident  fpom  the  offer  made  ta  pat  tbt 

maximum  price  at  fiv^  lAitHngB  #sr  the  same  ^quaatity  e# 

salt  which,  it  has  siace  been  ascertained^  can  beauauia^ 

tared  for  six  cenis. 

Eikanah  Watson,  a  man  who  has  since  been  pretty  W(el| 
X  See  Note  L 
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iMWn  ill  tlici  fltate^'vras  tlie  BM6t  cffiekfit  ag^t^of  fliii 
imii{>n97,  acnd  there  is  still  eictaM,  aa^  ynll  be  fotinfl 
tfneng  the  eurions  docoments  preserved  bj  f>oct.  Bedk, 
in  Ae  Acftdemy  at  Albany,  a  priBtedseheme,  drawn  byS. 
I^Ritsoii,  of  tlie  jn^de  to  be  pursued  in  order  so  to  drill  tibe 
fe^t^ure  as  to  induce  them  to  pass  this  law.  No  doubt 
be^-anid  some  others,  knew  well  the  talue  to  the  stat^ 
of  the  salt  springs.  The  petition  was  signed  by  Johii 
f^yler,  £lisha  Jenkins,  l%omas  Tillotson,  Ambrose  Spen- 
der and  others,  and  was  presented  to  the  senate  and  refer- 
ted  to  Mr.  L'Homedieti  and  two  other  senators,  who 
reported  a  bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  in* 
ehiding  the  exclusive  right  to  tfie  salt  springs  !  Some  of 
tfie  western  members,  who  foresaw  the  exorbitant  mono*- 
poly  which  a  lease  Of  the  salt  works  for  a  long  term  (ft 
years  would  confer  on  the  company,  made  an  outcry  aboiit 
H,  and  the  company  prudently  consented  to  strike  out  that 
provH^on  in  the  bill.  After  this  clause  was  stricken  out 
one  would  haVe  supposed  that  the  company  would  hare 
been  sure  of  success  by  resting  upon  the  merits  of  the 
bHL  But  the  company,  before  their  petition  was  present- 
ed, had  agreed  on  a  dividend  of  stock  among  themselves, 
and  reserved  a  surplus  to  be  distributed  among  ^e  mem- 
bers of  the  le^Iature.  It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of 
Luther  Rich,  a  member  from  the  county  of  Otsego,  and 
several  other  affidavits,  that  assurances  were  given  that 
those  members  who  voted  for  the  bill  should  have  stocky 
with  a  further  assurance  that  the  stock  would  be  above 
p«r.  This  was  the  eommencem^it  of  that  corrupt  prao* 
tice.'*    I  have  taken  the  above  account  principally  from 

*  wmtam  A.  Clavk) of Orangt  iMty,^ffco, te  MM, wi« a  BMober^f aiiUBblfv 
ftfre  ne  a  difforeat  aecovat  of  ttie  maaoer  In  whicb  tbe  stock  of  tlie  State  Baiik 
i»as  dS«cribut«d.  He  atatad  that  i\»  applicanu  faaaded  thair  elain  toa  duAwr 
apea  the  fround  «1uit'4t  alwaM  4m  a  rap»M»M»»  hatUt;  and  witk  a  view,  aa  wm 
Vttwnit&f  to  taMim  It  DhatabaffLebor,  fifer  agiaad  Ihat  aaeh  rtpobUcan  «icwba» 
•hould  be  entitled  to  subscribe  for  a  given  number  of  ^«rtft,«nd  tliat  tlda  "p^t^ 
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a  ttatement  ngned  by  Doct.  Samuel  Strugar  aad  Jamea 
Van  Ii^;^)  aa  cfaainoaan  and  secretary  of  a  public  meeting 
held  in  Albanyi  in  the  spring  of  Uie  year  1803.  It  was, 
it  h  trae»  a  party  meeting)  but  as  Doct.  Stringer  and  Mr* 
7an  Ingen  are  known  to  have  been  highly  respectable 
men,  I  cannot  believe  they  would  venture  to  publish  any 
facts,  affecting  the  conduct  and  character  of  their  neigh- 
bors, which  they  did  not  know  existed.  [See  Note  T.] 
It  has  been  already  stated  that  before  the  State  Bank 
was  chartered,  a  joint  stock  company  had  been  formed  in 
the  city  of  New-York  for  the  purpose  of  banking,  upon 
principles  similar  to  the  association  of  the  company  which 
commenced  the  New-York  Bank  in  the  year  1784,  and 
that  a  like  compsiny  had  also  been  formed  in  Albany,  by 
the  name  of  the  ^^  Mercantile  Company."  These  compa- 
nies applied  for  a  charter  at  the  same  time  with  the  com- 
pany which  composed  the  State  Bank.  They  allied  that 
.  the  friends  of  the  latter  institution  had  agreed  to  support 
their  application;  but  the  State  Bank  by  some  means  got 
ahead  of  the  other  applications,  and  when  that  company 
had  obtained  their  charter,  some  of  its  supporters  fell  off| 
and  the  bills  to  charter  the  Merchant's  Bank  of  New- 
York,  and  Mercantile  Company  of  Albany,  failed  of  be- 
coming laws.  These  companies  therefore  charged  the 
friends  of  the  State  Bank  with  bad  faith. 

tefd  was  aeevred  to  efexy  repoblifiao  memberi  whflther  he  toted  for  or  afaintt  the 
bank.  But  this  does  not  varf  the  corrupting  tendencf  of  the  proposals  of  the  ap- 
pUeants.  Admit  that  such  was  the  faet,  and,  at  the  same  timoi  admit,  what  i»> 
doubtedlf  is  true,  that  it  was  well  known  that  the  shares  would  sell  in  market 
above  par,  and  it  reqalred  hut  an  indifferent  share  of  common  sense  for  any  mem- 
ber to  perceite  that  he  would  fail  in  realising  any  beaeftt  from  the  stock  nnles* 
the  bank  was  chartered ;  whiehi  again,  could  not  be  done  unless  a  majoritj  of  the 
members  ^oted  for  it. 

A  story  was  put  in  circulation  about  Judge  Peck)  (then  a  memlwr  of  the  aasem- 
Uy,)  which  has  rather  too  much  the  appearance  of  Aetion  to  be  entitled  to  erediti 
although  many,  eren  at  this  day,  believe  it.  It  is  said  he  subscribed  for  rather  aa 
mnsnal  number  of  sharee— and  being  an  influential  member  it  Is  not  improbable 
that  he  did  so,  if  he  sobseribedat  alt-Uiat  he  did  not  choose  to  subsnibe  his  real 
ftame,  and  therefore  adopted  for  hb  aigaature^  Jedediah  SacUli  instead  of  JM*» 
Aiaftik.     [See  Nolo  &] 
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At  the  succeeding  session,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1801| 
instead  of  incorporating  these  joint  stock  companies,  the 
legislature  passed  the  celebrated  restraining  law,  by  which 
all  unincorporated  companies,  under  serere  penalties,  were 
prohibited  from  banking,  and  by  which  these  companieS| 
although  they  had  invested  their  money  as  they  lawfully 
might  do,  under  the  existing  laws,  were  compelled  to 
wind  up  their  concerns. 

I  cannot  on  this  occasion  refrain  from  remarking^  that 
eren  at  that  time  bank  paper  was  the  medium  through 
which  business  transactions  were  principally  conducted, 
and  the  precious  metals  had  ceased  to  be  the  circulating 
medium  in  the  state.  The  banks,  therefore,  in  point  #f 
fact,  exercised  the  power  of  coining,  what  for  all  practical 
purposes  was  the  money  of  the  people. 

The  aggregate  of  capital  then  actually  invested  in  char 
tered  banks  in  the  state,  exclusive  of  the  capital  of  the 
Manhattan  Company,  did  not  at  that  period,  amount  to 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  including  the  whole  nominal 
capital  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  did  not  exceed  four 
millions. 

Suppose  there  had  been  but  one  company,  and  this  foui 
millions,which  probably  in  fact  did  not  exceed  two  millions, 
had  been  held  by  such  company,  and  waving  any  restric- 
tions contained  in  the  United  States  constitution,  it  had 
been  proposed  to  grant  this  company  the  exclusive  right 
of  issuing  or  coining  money,  who  would  not  have  been 
alarmed  at  such  a  proposition  1  Such  in  effect  was  the 
restraining  law. 

It  may,  it  is  true,  be  necessary  for  special  and  peculiar 
reasons  to  grant  exclusive  privileges  to  an  individual^  or  to 
a  limited  number  of  individuals,  but  inasmuch  as  these 
grants  infringe  upon  the  equal  rights  of  all,  they  ought  not 
to  be  tolerated  except  for  reasons  the  most  cogent.  Be* 
cause  every  grant  of  exclusive  rights  is  the  taking  pre- 
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iXB^j  as  much  from  the  quaAtum  of  rights,  to  the  enjoy- 
meat  of  -which  the  whole  eommunity  is  entitled,  as  is  thus 
ttcdusively  granted.  This  position  may  be  illustrated  by 
supposing  the  whole  conmmnity  to<;onsist  of  one  hundred 
persons,  and  that  they  joilltly  own  one  thousand  dollars^ 
if  then,  yon  grant  to  an  hidividual,  exclusively,  one  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  joint  fhnds  belonging  to  the  hundred 
associates,  there  will  remain  but  ninebundred  dollars  of  the 
aggregate  funds  of  the  association. 

At  the  iies^on  in  1805,  the  company  composing  the 
Merchants  Bank,  applied  for  a  charter.  The  application 
"MS  based  on  the  ground  that  more  banlcing  capital  was  re- 
quired to  facilitate  commercial  and  other  business  in  New- 
Yofk,  and  that  having  invested  their  Capital  for  banMng 
purposes,  when  by  law  they  had  a  right  so  to  use  it,  and 
htfving  incurred  considerable  expense  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  objects,  they  claimed  from  the  justice  of  the  le- 
gislature either  an  act  of  incorporation  or  the  privilege  of 
uffing  ttieir  money  in  the  manner  they  ivere  by  law  aulhor- 
rised  to  do  when  they  incurred  those  expenditures.  These 
grounds  would  seem  to  entitle  them  to  some  relief.  But 
the  leading  representatives  in  New-Yoric,  among  whom 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  most  efficient,  (some  of  whom 
being  largdy  interested  in,  and  directors  of,  the  Manhattan 
Company,)  and  also,  several  of  the  most  influential  re- 
publicans of  Albany,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  Jbhn 
Tayler  and  Judge  Spencer,  and  who,  by  the  bye,  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  State  Bank,  warmly  opposed  this 
application.  They  did  not  ostensibly  oppose  it  because 
the  increase  of  banks  would  diminish  the  profits  of  exist- 
ing institutions,  but  because  they  alleged  that  the  public 
interest  did  not  require  an  additional  bank  in  the  city  of 
New- York;  and  because,  as  they  asserted,  the  granting  of 
the  application  would  ht  injurious  to  the  republican  party. 
Heice,  their  papers,  the  American  Citizen,  and  Albany 


Jhgtft^f^  wefe  iqiHie-^tQ  Mkooubce  iliAt  tkcr  applkvitt-'iveis 
^  federalists  and  tones,''  and  xageihot  as  a  reason  wbj 
Ib^  sqpttblHM  members  ought  not  to^  luitem  to  th^  appli* 
wtjoiH 

T^  89l^citfijl»:6ndiiig  tbey  w^re  resiifted  for  reasooi 
W<}liifiively  of  a  part;^  eharaeteri  whkh  assuFedl j  was 
•wrongir  resorted  to  ofteasurea  stlU.  nere  unjustifiable  than 
tbose- taken  by  their  oppoocailsy  to  secute  the  panting  of 
.t)i€ur  ohactc^r.  Isaac  EibbeyaBlirrite  o£  some  distinction^ 
was.  appointed,  their  agent.  Through  him,  and  through 
Ebeneaier  Purdj  of  the  senate,  it  afterwards  appeared  tlu4 
Qon^pt  offera  had  been  made  to.  member  of  the  legiglsr 
tuse  if  they  would  vote  for  incorporating  the<  Merchants 
Bank^  The.  few  federal  members  who  then  belonged  la 
the  senate,  voted  for  it.  With  them,.  Messrs.  Purdj^ 
Ss^yage,  Hogeboom,  Burt  and  other  republicaft  membcars 
vote^,  so  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  fifteen  ayea 
There  were  twelve  noes. 

When  the  bill  came  into  the  assembly,  it  was  taken  in 
ebarge  principally  by  William  W.  Van  Ness,  then  a  federal 
monber  from  the  county  of  Columbia.  After  someproceedh 
ing^  upon  it  were  had  in  that  body,  and  after  a  question  had 
bec^n  taken  on  the  first  clause  in  the  bill,  which  was  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  a  complaint  was  made,  that  the  comr 
pany  had,  by  their  agents,  attempted  to  bribe  some  of  the 
members  of  both  houses;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the,  charge,  consisting  of  Gil- 
bert of  New-York;  Livingston,  German,  Mclntyre,  Ar- 
cularius,  Sylvester  and  Lush.  On  the  motion  of  one  of 
the  federal  members,,  the  committee,  after  considerable 
debate  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  any  corrupt  means  had 
been  used  by  these  and  other  applicants  for  bank  charters, 
by  which  it  was  no  doubt  intended  to  inquire  into  the 
me^Mis  used  by  the  State  Bank  ta  obtain  its  charter|,  but 
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il  does  B0t  appetf  tint  tins  bruidi  «f  tlie  inqiiiiy  ' 
undertaken  by  the  committee. 

Upon  inTestigadcm  it  appeared  that  the  applicants  had 
offered  John  Ballard,  Gordon  Huntington  and  Peter  BettSy 
manbers  of  the  legislature)  if  they  woold  Tote  for  the 
bank)  the  right  of  subscribing  for  a  given  number  df 
shares,  with  a  guarantee  that  those  shares  should  be 
purchased  of  them  at  an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  caiL 
It  also  appeared  that  Purdy  had  offered  the  right  to 
Stephen  Thorn,  a  senator,  to  subscribe  for  thirty  shares, 
and  prcmiised  to  advance  him  five  pounds  in  cash  for  each 
share,  and  also  that  he  had  assailed  Obadiah  German,  an 
influential  member  of  the  assembly,  with  great  importu- 
nity, promising  to  him  fifty  shares,  with  a  guaranty 
that  if  he  chose  to  sell  them,  he  should  make  in 
dear  profit  one  thousand  dollars.  These  facts  appeared 
from  die  depositions  o(  Ballard,  Huntington,  Betts,  Thorn 
and  German.  But  notwithstanding  these  palpable  proo& 
of  iBittempts  at  corruption,  and*  the  almost  irresistible  in- 
ference that  some  pf  the  members  who  voted  for  the  bank 
had  been  tampered  with,  and  refused  to  disclose  die  cor* 
nipt  offers  which  had  been  made  to  them,  and  which  they 
had  accepted,  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill  on  its  final 
passage  in  the  assembly,  was  stronger  than  the  vote  on  its 
enacting  clause.  Of  the  proceedings  in  the  council  of 
revision  I  have  already  given  an  account. 

Cheetham,  in  the  American  Citizen,  had  charged  the 
senate  with  corruption  in  the  passage  of  the  law  incorpo- 
rating the  Merchants  Bank,  and  the  senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Van  Yechten,  instructed  the  attorney  general  to  pro- 
secute him  for  the  libel.  Subsequently  the  attorney 
general,  Mr.  Wood  worth,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution, 
caused  the  alleged  libel  to  be  submitted  to  a  grand  jury 
of  New-York,  but  they  refused  to  find  a  bill      This  affords 
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piMj  dedsiTe  eTide&ce  of  what  public  opinion 
Oat  city. 

During  the  proceedings  in  the  legislature  upon  the  bill 
in  question,  much  accrimony  among  the  members  was  ex- 
cited. So  heated  did  Judge  Taylor  and  Judge  Purdy 
become,  that  the  former  committed  a  personal  assault  upon 
the  latter,  by  knocking  him  down  as  he  Was  passing 
from  the  senate  chamber,  and  almost  within  the  bar  of  the 
senate.  What  effect  these  collisions  had  on  political  par* 
lies  I  have  noticed  in  another  place.    [See  Jfoie  J9.] 

No  other  applications  for  bank  charters  were  made, 
iriiich  were  seriously  pressed  until  the  year  1812,  when 
the  Bank  of  America  was  incorporated.  I  have  hereto- 
fore alluded  to  the  disgusting  scenes,  which,  in  the  pro* 
gress  of  that  application  were  exhibited.  From  the  affi- 
davits of  Silas  Holmes,  Nathaniel  Cobb,  Bennett  Bicknell, 
A.  C.  Comstock  and  Isaac  Ogden,  all  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, which  will  be  found  at  large  on  the  journals  of 
the  house  of  assembly  for  1812,  it  is  evident  that  the 
most  shameless  attempts  were  made  to  corrupt  the  mem- 
bers, and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  in 
some  instances,  those  attempts  were  successful.  One  is 
pained  and  sickened  at  the  evidence  these  depositions 
afford  of  the  degeneracy  of  human  nature.  '  John  Mar- 
tin, the  preacher  whom  I  have  mentioned  as  a  sub-agent 
of  the  bank,  was  convicted  of  attempting  to  bribe  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  contrary  to  the  statute  of  1806, 
and  sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  state  prison.  I  have 
before  alluded  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Southwick,  for  an  at- 
tempt to  bribe  Mr.  Speaker  Sheldon,  and  I  shall  not  now 
take  up  the  time  of  the  reader  by  relating  the  particulars 
which  were  disclosed  in  relation  to  the  disgraceful  trans> 
actions  connected  with  the  incorporation  of  this  insti- 
tution; but  shall  merely  as  a  specimen  of  the  mode  of  man- 
agrroent  by  the  bank  agents,  give  a  summary  of  the  testi- 
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county  of  Chenango  on  the  Clintonian  ticket  ui  Afnt^ 
]f&|l,  against  Gen.  Thomas.  I  haire  befor«.  steladi  that 
G^  ThomaS)  aa  the  agant  of.  tba  bank  appticattl^it  in*  tk# 
(all  of  ISil,  went  on  a  nission  t^iioogb  the  aontlieni  aUfi 
western  counties,  Mr.  Rouse  says,  that  Gen*  TJio«ms^  ig 
the  latter  part  of  October,  or  first  of  Novembeiyoasie  Ht 
Norwich  where  he  resided,  and  sought  and  obtained  # 
privates  interview  with  him.  Gen.  Thomas  q^mmeiKM^ 
oy  saying  thai  a  scheme  of  the  Lewisites  and  Mavtiiag 
(nen,  (a  party  to  whom  he  knew  Mr.  Rouse  was  <qp^po0Bd|) 
tiad  been-  formed  for  procuring  a  charter,  to  aao^ittr 
bank  in  Kew-York>  and  that  an  application  would  also  tn 
made  to  charter  the  Bank  of  America^  That  if  thatbaiA 
was  incorporated,  Rouse  should  have  ten  shfu'es  iniU 
Rouse  then  stated  that  he  had  not  a  ferorable  epinicm  of 
bankS|,  and  besides  he  had  no  money  to  invest  in  faanJi 
dtock.  To  which  Gen.  Thomas  rq>Iied,  that  if  he  did&et 
wish  to  keep  the  stock  he  would  pledge  his  honor  that  hs^ 
(R.)  shonld  realize  one  thousand  dollars  clear  profits  frcoa 
the  shares*  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Rouse  gave  tJid 
General  any  definitive  answer,  and  Thomas  left  hlBft 
with  a  request  that  he  would  call  on  Mr.  Smithwick  as 
soon  as  he  sould  arrive  in  Albany,  when  he  went  ihtSM 
to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  senate.  I  s^em 
Rouse  did  not  call  on  Southwiqk,  nor  did  he  vote  for  tha 
bank,  but  about  the  middle  of  March,  when  the  banh 
agents  became  alarmed  for  fear  of  an  explosion,,  Mr^  Jcbm 
Van  If  ess  Yates,  on  Sunday,  called  on  Mr.  Rouse,  ant 
req,uested  him  to  call  and  see  Gea*  Thomas.  He  iiim^ 
when  he,  the  General^  adced  him  if  he  had  divulged  th^i 
conversation  which  took  place  at  Jforwich,  and  Rouse  %iir 
swered  that  he  had  npt^  Thomas  earnestly  requested.  Une 
not  ^0  do  so,  and  told  him,  thatalthougk  he  had  or  shottUt 
votie  ag^st  the  bank,  he.  should  hav  Am  cne  thmtiot^ 
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4oIUtm.  It  is  hatdly  possible  to  suppose  that  this  stale 
jaeat,  verified  by  the  oath  of  senator  Rouse,  was  in  sub* 
stance  false.  What  possible  motive  could  he  have  had 
for  committing  so  foul  a  perjury  %  If  the  story  of  Roust 
was  substantially  true,  can  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  guilt 
#f  Gen.  Thomasi 

•  It  is  proper,  however,  to  add^  in  justice  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  that  Rouse  voted  for  him  as  treasurer  in 
February,  in  prefeience  to  Mr.  Lansing,  and  that  Qen. 
Thomas  published  an  affidavit  voluntarily  made  by  him 
contradicting  the  material  facts  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Rouse. 
Ko  other  very  serious  collisions  arose  upon  the  char- 
tering of  banks  under  the  old  constitution.  The '  odium 
attached  to  all  those  implicated  in  the  corrupt  meaas  used 
le  promote  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  America, 
was  so  great  and  so  lasting  that  no  attempts  of  the  kind 
were  made  for  a  long  while  afterwards;  and  the  iniquitous 
proceedings  of  former  legislatures  in  relation  to  granting 
ebarters  to  moneyed  institutions,  had  been  so  disgraceful 
4f)  the  state,  and  were  so  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the 
jpembers  of  the  convention  of  1821,  as,  beyond  all  quti^* 
tion,  induced  them,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  thmf 
practieesy  to  insert  the  clause  in  the  present  constitnlioii 
which  renders  necessary  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of 
both  houses  of  the  legislature  in  order  to  incorporate  a 
moneyed  institution.  The  intention  of  the  conventioii 
waa  good,  but  the  clause  failed  to  accomplish  the  object 
intended.  Witness  the  proceedings  in  passmg  the  law  to 
incorporate  the  Chemical  Bank,  and  oth^  institutions,  in 
18S5.  The  only  effect  of  the  restrictive  clause  in  the 
constitution  has  been  to  mcrease  the  evil,  by  rendering 
necessary  a  more  extended  system  of  corruption,  in  some 
jGM*m,  than  was  before  indispensable. 
>.  Since  the  disclosures  of  18S5,no  direct  evidence  of  coi«> 
ettBtien^  as  a  means  of  procuring  bank  chartem,  has  foeee 
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furaisbed — but  tkat  power  of  tfate  legislature,  guarded  «•  . 
it  b»i  been  bytlie  reetrainbg  law^haa  in  latter  feara  beM 
exerciaed  for  remurdi&g  the  services  of  political  parlisaaip; 
a  practice,  which,  whea  viewed  in  all  its  conseqiietKMi, 
ts  more  dangeroiM  tfian  that  pursued  by  the  appUcaivts  flfitr 
the  Bank  of  America.  In  the  one  case,  the  applicanffe 
corrupted  those  to  whom  the  people  had  delegated  power; 
in  the  other,  the  very  source  of  power  is  intended  to  be 
oomipted-«*in  the  one,  the  le^lature  were  corrupted  by 
the  applicants;  in  the  other,  the  l^islature  corrupted  the 
peopte. 

I  will  disBAiss  Hub  subject  after  submitting  one  or  two 
cemarks. 

In  my  judgment,  al  Ae  time  the  Manhattan  Bank  was 
chartered,  an  additional  bank  was  required  in  the  dly  of 
New-York;  and  further,  I  believe  that  the  applicatkms  In 
incorporate  the  State  Bank,  the  Merchants  Bank,  and  the 
Bank  of  America,  were  meritorious,  and  ought,  standinf 
on  their  own  merits,  to  here  been  granted,  and  dmt  die 
error  consisted  in  permitting  those  interested  in  banks  to 
make  a  political  question  of  a  matter  not  properly  suel^ 
with  a  view  to  subserve  their  own  individual  interests.^ 

That  if  banking  is  properly  regulated,  as  it  is  mtder 
the  safety  fond  law  the  multiplication  of  banks  to  any 
reasonable  extent,  can  have  no  other  effect  than  that  df 
diminifihii^  the  profits  of  odsting  banks,  and  even  ff 
hnki  are  multiplied  so  as  to  render  money  invested  in 
them  unprcdhictive,  no  seriousevil  ean  ensue;  for  the  stodr- 
holders  can,  beyond  a  doubt,  at  any  time  pay  bade  to  eadi 
one  his  share  (^  tile  capital,  and  on  payment  of  the  lia- 
bilities, invsat  their  OMney  in  some  more  proitdtle 


That  the  question  arising  on  the  chartering  of  a  bade, 
therefore  is  not  political,  but  is  a  question  affecting  princi- 
pallv  tiM  stockholders  of  existing  banks,  and  those  who 
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wirii  to  become  stockholders;  and  that^  therefore,  the  re&l 
qoestioii  is,  or  rather  was  before  the  passage  of  the  free 
banking  law,  betw:een  monopolists  and  those  who  desfare 
to  become  monopolizers.* 

That  such  a  heartless  coMtroyerqr  should  repeatedly 
have  convulsed  and  broken  up  great  political  parties,  that 
it  should  in  its  progress  have  blasted  the  prospects  and 
destroyed  the  useAilness  of  so  many  talented,  and  in  other 
respects  worthy  citisens,  and  finally,  that  it  should  have 
marred  the  character  for  purity  of  our  state  legislature, 
and  fixed  an  indelible  and  enduring  stain  upon  the  repu- 
tation of  the  empire  state,  is  deeply  to  be  deplored. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

ntOIC  lUT  i;  1819,  TO  BUT  1,  IBM. 

Sboetlt  after  the  peace  of  1783,  a  society  waft  formed 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Tam- 
many Society.  It  was  probably,  originally  instituted  with 
a  view  of  organizing  an  association  antagonist  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Society,  That  society  was  said  to  be  monarchical 
or  rather  aristocratical  in  its  tendency,  and,  when  first 
formed,  and  before  its  constitution  was  amended,  on  the 
•i^efltioti  of  General  Washington  and  other  original 
members,  it  certainly  did  tend  to  the  establishment  of  an 
hereditary  order,  something  like  an  order  of  nobility« 
The  Tammany  Society  originally  seems  to  have  had  in 
view  the  preservation  of  our  democratic  institutions,  as  far 
as  possible,  from  contamination  by  the  adoption  of  any  of 
the  aristocratic  principles  which  were  connected  with  the 
governments  of  the  old  world. 

A  sketch  of  the  prominent  features,  and  of  the  history 
of  the  Tammany  Association,  has  been  kindly  furnished 
me  by  an  old  and  highly  respectable  citizen  of  New-Tork, 
the  Hon.  Judah  Hammond,  which,  without  having  obtained 
his  express  permission,  I  take  leave  to  insert: — 

^  Tammany  Society,  or  Columbian  Order,  was  founded 
by  William  Mooney,  an  upholsterer  residing  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  some  time  in  the  administration  of  President 
Washington.  The  institution  takes  its  name  from  the 
celebrated  Indian  Chief  Tammany,  whose  attachment  to 
liberty  was  greater  than  his  love  of  life.  It  has  a  Grand 
Sachem  and  thirteen  sachems,  in  imitation  of  the  president 
and  governors  of  the  states,  at  the  time  it  was  founded;  a 
•ecretary,  a  sagamore,  the  master  of  ceremonieS|  and  a 


f 


1913.]  QV    tfBW-TOB».  Ml 

wiskinkie,  tbe  door-keeper;  a  grand  cowmiI^  of  which 
the  grand  sachem  and  the  other  sachems  are  membera. 
The  father  of  the  council  is  the  presiding  officer;  tbe 
scribe  records  the  proceedmgs  of  the  council.  Tbe  kwi 
mention  the  council  firoi  the  calmnet,  or  pipe  of  peaosy, 
and  the  tomahawk,  which  they  bury  when  the  pipe  it 
smoked.  It  dates  from  two  eras,  the  discorery  of  America 
by  Columbus,  and  the  founding  of  the  institution.  It  di'^ 
vides  the  year  into  seasons,  as  the  season  of  snow,  the 
the  season  of  blossoms,  the  season  of  fruits.  The  tweUkh 
day  of  May  is  kept  as  its  anniversary. 

^^  William  Mooney  was  one  of  those  who,  at  that  early 
day,  regarded  the  powers  of  the  general  gOTernment  aa 
dangerous  to  the  independence  of  the  state  governments, 
ttid  to  the  common  liberties  of  the  people.  His  ofajeet 
was  to  fill  the  country  with  institutions  designed,  and  men 
determined,  to  preserve  the  just  balance  of  power.  Hit 
purpose  was  patriotic  and  purely  republican.  Hie  con- 
stitution provided  by  his  care,  contained,  among  other 
things,  a  solemn  asseveration,  which  every  member  at  his 
initiation  was  required  to  repeat  and  subscribe,  that  he 
would  sustain  the  state  institutions,  and  resist  a  consolida* 
tion  of  power  in  the  general  government.  Tammany  was, 
at  first,  so  popular,  that  most  persons  of  merit  became 
members;  and  so  numerous  were  they  (hat  its  anniversary 
was  regarded  as  a  holiday. 

^^  At  that  time  there  was  no  party  politics  mixed  up  in 
its  proceedings.  But  when  President  Washington,  in  the 
ktttcr  part  of  his  administration,  rebuked  ^^  self  created 
societies,''  from  an  apprehension  that  their  ultimate  ten- 
dency would  be  hostile  to  the  public  tranquility,  the  mem- 
bers of  Tammany  supposed  their  institution  to  be  included 
in  the  reproof;  and  they  almost  all  forsook  it.  The  fouiH 
der,  William  Mooney,  and  a  few  others,  cmtinued  steadk 
last    At  one  anniversary  they  were  reduced  so  low  Uml 
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but  three  penom  attended  its  fartiTal.  From  this  tbM  it 
became  a  poUtioal  inatitaticmy  asd  took  gtodad  vnOk  Tbo^ 
^  laas  JciiBtsoii,  The  writer  of  due  uticle  joined  it  aboat 
the  yeat  eighteen  huidted  a&d  tfatee.  At  the  Ibne  of  Ui 
{mtiatioa  Hie  regular  Bieetingt  were  ordianrily  attended 
bf  about  ten  or  fifteen  membera.  The  isittaition  gteiw- 
ally  incteaaed  in  niilnbers|  aad  nfide  a  gtaat  fall/  dke«k 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twehre^ia support  tlpttm* 
dent  Madison's  adadnistration^  and  to  aecure  his  tfe-eted*^ 
ts^n  in  that  year.  Five  hundred  afw  ■rambers  wurs  inili^ 
ated  in  one  year,  and  there  was  a  gfCBt.  astam  of  M 
aembers  wlio  ted  been  lax  in  HMor  sttendanoe.  About 
the  year  eig^en  hundred  and  fourteen  I  oeasei  to  bt 
an  attending  member,  and  consequently  lost  mgfat  of  iii 
internal  polity,  and  know  not  what  iaftostine  cfaangw 
bavp  passed  upon  its  ancient  limeamente,  fordier  than 
tnese  aie  discernible  in  its  public  policy." 

The  leaders  of  the  party  in  the  city  of  Kew*Tork^ 
which  I  have  described  under  the  denommation  of  Mart- 
ling  men,  were  generally  members  of  this  society.  Thus 
orgaaixed,  they  were  enabled  to  act  with  prodigious  effect 
i^K>n  the  democratic  party  in  Ihe  city.  8y  their  efforts, 
and  by  the  course  taken  ^  Mr.  Clinton,  which  was  soma* 
times,  to  say  the  least,  indiscreet,  before  the  year  1813  an 
immense  amjority  of  the  republicans  of  New-York  becanm 
deddedly  opposed  to  him;  and  the  united  iniumce  of  tha 
democracy  of  that  great  city,  it  will  readily  be  percetved, 
was  calcnhted  to  haire  a  considerable  influence  up<n  the 
npublican  party  in  the  8tete« 

The  Tammany  or  Martli^  party  were  extremely  ap^ 
pnriiensiTei  that  Mr.  Ctintoa'sstam&ng  among  the  repidn 
Hflan  members  of  the  legislature  from  the  country,  was 
still  sueh,  aa  would  enable  him  to  induce  a  majority  of 
dmm  to  consent  to  his  re-nomination  as  lieutoiant  govei^ 
oar.    Under  these  impressions,  early  in  January  they  get 


IMOw]  OF  HSW-^V«K.  S0 

Wf^  iie0l»f  ui  tik*  city,  at  which  th^  reoowimd^  a 
ilHbe  MBiFentiaa  ibr  the  purpose  of  noountmg  a  goTanMv 
aii4  liwufcffiaat  gov^rBor.  Of  thia  meeting,  Jonatbaa 
Thoa^ioiltifterwardB  collector  of  the  port,  waa  chairmani 
npj  Joha  L.  Broome,  aon  of  the  late  Ueutenant  g^Temor^ 
IMP  aecretary. 

,  Abo^  tbie  time  a  aew  paper,  vbiab  vai  mideraleod  to' 
be  the  oigm  of  the  Tammany  party,  vmM  estaUisbed  ii| 
VeW'-York,  under  the  name  of  the  ISxTiovAh  A^vqoats. 
Henry  Wbealon,  then  recently  from  Rhode  IbUmd,  and 
lince  well  known  ae  a  man  of  diatinguiahed  talent^  waa 
its  editor. 

&e  kgialainre  met  at  Albany  on  the  12th  of  January, 
and  on  the  game  day  choee  a  eoimcil  of  appointment 
The  gmitlemen  elected,  were  Peter  W.  lUdcUff  from  the 
southern,  James  W.Wilkin  from  tke  middle,  John  Steams 
fipom  4^e  eastern,  and  Jonas  Piatt  from  the  western  dia* 
triots.  All  of  these  goitlemen  were  federalists,  except 
Gen.  Wilkin,  who  was  elected  beeause  there  was  no  fade* 
lalist  in  the  senate  from  the  middle  district. 

As  the  term  of  service  of  Oen.  John  Smith,  in  the  aeor 
ate  of  the  United  States,  would  empire  on  the  4tb  Marcbt 
it  became  necessary  for  the  legislature  to  appoint  a  sue* 
isessor. 

It  has  been  stated  that  there  was  a  federal  majority  if 
the  assembly,  but  that  in  the  senate  the  republican  major* 
ity  was  greater  than  the  federal  majority  in  the  assembly. 
It  was,  therefore,  fair  to  presume  that  a  republican  senator 
on  a  joint  ballot  would  be  chosen;  but  the  eyent  disap- 
pointed that  reasonable  anticipation.  Mr.  Rufus  King 
was*  nominated  by  the  assembly  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five  to 
forty-four,  and  Mr.  James  W,  Wilkin,  a  senator  from  Or- 
ange county,  was  chosen  by  the  senate.  Upon  a  joint 
ballot  Mr.  King  had  sirty-eight  votes  and  Oen.  Wilkin 
sixty-one.     There  were  three  blank  ^otes.    What  was 
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the  cause  of  this  result  1  By  the  Tammaay  pnrty  Is  ^ 
charged  to  Mr.  Clinton.  They  alleged  tiiat  this  was  'tte 
consideration  for  which  the  federalists,  in  Noyember^wei^ 
induced  to  give  the  Clintonians  the  preadential  electorsi 
On  the  other  hand,  the  republicans  who  had  supported 
Mr.  CImton  insisted,  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  bargaui 
made  by  Gen.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Southwick,  by  which  they 
agreed,  that  if  the  federalists,  as  a  body,  would  vote  for 
the  incorporation  of  a  bank,  they  would  secure  to  the  fed* 
eral  party  the  election  of  the  next  senator;  and  there  is  a 
fact  within  my  knowledge  which  induces  me  to  beliisv^ 
that  the  latter  supposition  is  the  more  probable* 

In  the  year  1817,  when  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  candidate 
fbr  nomination  for  the  office  of  goremor,  by  the  republic 
can  members  of  the  legislature,  this  charge  was  brought 
against  him.  Gen.  Wilkin  was  then  a  member  of  con« 
gress  and  at  Washington.  I  was  there  also.  Mr.  Clinton 
addressed  to  me  a  letter  staling  that  a  report  was  in  drcii- 
lation  charging  him  and  his  friends  with  having,  in  pursu* 
anee  of  a  previous  agreement,  combined  to  defeat  the  elec 
tion  of  Gen.  Wilkin  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  requesting  me  to  call  on  him  and  obtain  his  contra* 
diction  of  it.  I  did  so;  and  Gen.  Wilkin  addressed  to  me 
^  a  letter,  which  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Clinton,  and  which  is 
probably  now  among  his  papers,  in  which  Gen.  W.  de- 
ckred  his  utter  disbelief  in  any  foundation  for  the  report. 
He  was  convinced,  he  said,  that  his  election  was  defeated 
by  the  influence  and  votes  of  the  friends  of  the  bank.* 
Besides,  it  would  have  been  so  vile  ^n  act  of  treachery  in 
Mr.  Clinton  to  sacrifice  so  constant  and  steady  a  friend  as 
Mr.  Wilkin,  and  the  man  who  had  been  president  of  the 
legislative  caucus  which  nominated  him  for  the  presidency, 

•  As  an  act  of  jnatlee  Co  Mr.  Eiag,  it  is  proper  to  sute  that  noiudifidoal  ofaiqr 
partf  ever  suspected  that  he  was  a  party  to,  or  had  kHowledc*  at,  any  nagotla- 
«li«  aither  with  the  Olintonians  or  the  bank  mea. 
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tflftt  SO  heinottft  a  charge  ought  hot  to  be  sustained  or  tolcH 
rated  without  strong  and  positive  proof.  I  am,  however, 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  knowing  ones  in  the  republican 
party  had  made  some  discoveries  by  which  they  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  chances  of  success  in  the  election 
of  a  republican  senator,  was,  to  say  the  least,  very  dubi- 
ous. The  office  was  a  desirable  one  to  men  of  the  first 
talents  and  standing  in  the  state;  and  Gen.  Wilkin,  though 
a  perfectly  amiable  and  very  upright  man,  had  not  that 
high  standing  and  powerful  influence  in  the  party  which 
several  other  republicans  in  the  state  had;  and,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  had  they  been  sure  that  a  republican  senator 
Would  have  been  elected,  a  sharper  competition  for  the 
office  would  have  been  exhibited,  and  probably  some  other, 
person  would  have  been  nominated. 

In  August,  1812,  the  attorney  general,  M.  B.  Hildretfa, 
died,  and  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  the  celebrated  Irish  ad- 
vocate, was  appointed  his  successor.  The  misfortunes, 
persecution  and  sufferings  of  that  great  and  good  man  in 
Ins  native  country,  the  purity  of  character  and  exalted 
virtue  he  evinced,  and  the  splendid  triumph  he  deserved 
and  obtained  in  his  adopted  country,  are  well  known;  but 
his  wonderful  powers  of  mind,  his  transcendent  talents, 
and  his  unrivalled  eloquence  as  an  advocate,  will  not  be 
known  to  posterity,  because  all  those  who  beard  him  and 
felt  the  powers  of  his  mighty  intellect,  (and  none  but  such 
can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  his  merits  and  superiority 
over  all  other  men,)  will  soon  follow  him  to  the  tomb. 
Mr.  Emmett  did  not  seek  the  office.  The  state  adminis^ 
tration  invited  him  to  accept  it,  and  I  apprehend  the  espe^ 
dal  reason  of  their  doing  so  was  that  they  might  avail 
themselves  of  his  talents  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  and 
Soulhwick. 

The  last  act  of  the  council  which  was  chosen  in  the  year 
1812, was  their  beat  act.  On  the  14tb  January , they  appoint*^ 
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ed  Oide«n  Hawley,  Esq.  under  the  law  pafised  b j  th«  lail 
legislature  for  the  better  organization  of  schoolsi  superin* 
tendent  of  common  achoola,  Mr.  Hawley  was  then  n 
young  lawyer  resident  ipi  Albany,  of  habits  inde&tigaUy 
industrious,  modest  a^id  returing|but  possessing  g^reat  be- 
neyole^ce  of  beart|  vigorous  intellectual  powers,  and  high 
litetary  atUunmcnts^  For  the  paltry  salary  of  tbxce  hxmn 
df ed  dollars  a  year,  he  perfected  a  system  for  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  school  fund;  the  organization  of  every  neigh* 
borhood  in  this  great  state  into  school  districts;  for  a  bif 
and  equal  distribution  of  the  bounty  of  the  stale  into  every 
district  j  and  he  devised  a  pkn  of  operations  by  wUqIi 
this  vast  machinery  could  be  moved  and  managed  by  a 
single  individual.  The  state  have  nevar  rewarded  him  f^f 
his  labors,  but  posterity  will,  it  is  believed,  do  justice  U^ 
bis  merits,  his  services  and  his  character.  If  the  man  who 
invents  the  means  of  improving  the  w<Hrking  of  inau* 
mate  machinery,  in  controlling  its  power,  or  in  chang>* 
ing  the  face  of  the  globe  by  artificial  water  oommo^ 
nications,  be,  as  he  truly  is,  entitled  to  the  gvatitude  of  his 
fellow  beings,  what  meed  of  praise  does  that  individual 
deserve  who  efficiently  aids  in  pouring  a  flood  of  light  on 
the  human  intellect,  and  adding  indefinitely  to  the  msas 
of  mbd  1 

The  federal  council  met  for  the  first  time  on  the 
die  eighth  day  of  February,  A  difierenoe  of  views  among 
the  then  federal  members,  was  disclosed  in  the  first  i^ 
pointment  which  was  made.  Oen.  Piatt  moved  the  is* 
appointment  of  De  Witt  Clinton  as  mayor  of  New-*Yc«lc, 
and  to  this  appointment  Mr.  Radcliff  objected.  A  majo- 
rity however,  voted  in  favor  of  the  appointment,  and  it 
was  effected,  but  Mr.  Radcliff  caused  his  dissent  to  be  en* 
tered  on  the  minutes  of  the  council.  The  particular  cause 
of  Mr.  Radeliff's  dissent  was,  that  in  1810,  his  brother, 
Jacob  Radcliff,  (formerly  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,) 
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bad  by  the  Robert  Williams  counGil  baea  made  buljox  la 
place  of  Mr*  Clinton,  and  in  the  luecaedingyear  had  be« 
compelled  to  give  place  to  Mr.  Clinteii.  The  dissent  there* 
fore,  of  Mr.  Radcliff  may  hare  beat  caused  more  by  fratemal 
affection  than  the  iiamrpatfim,  Bat  wh«t  could  indnea 
Oen*  Plait  to  hare  taken  a  course  cm  this  mi^le  appoint 
ment,  whidi  he  must  have  foreseen  would  produce  a 
state  of  feeling,  that  would  embarrass  their  proceedings  at  j 
that  critical  juncture  of  the  fortunes  of  the  federal  party,  ' 
through  the  remainder  of  the  time  in  which  that  council 
would  exist  1 

Mr.  Piatt,  who  at  this  time  may  be  r^^ed  as  the 
most  influential  man  in  the  federal  party,  was  a  lawyer 
who  had  been  in  extemdve  practice,  and  though  his  talents 
were  not  brilliimt,  they  were  of  a  character  highly  vespee^ 
table;  his  morab  were  perfectly  pure;  though  he  possessed 
a  deep  and  intense  tone  of  feeling,  and  a  high  sense  of 
per8<mal  honor,  he  had  acquired^  apparently,  an  entire 
control  over  his  passions;  his  quiet  and  calm  deportment 
indicated  a  contemplatiye  and  considerate  mind,  not  lia- 
Ue  to  be  hurried  into  the  adoption  of  ilKadjusted  plans,  or 
to  detenukiations  which  might  lead  to  actions  indiscreet 
oriU  advised.  His  address  was  uaobtrufflve,  modefift  and 
conciliatory.  He  had  a  high  regard  to  oourtesy  and  pro^ 
priety^  as  well  in  respect  to  political  conduct  as  in  the 
private  and  social  concerns  of  life.  He  and  eiher  leaders 
of  the  federal  party  in  New-York,  had  within  a  few  \ 
o^onths  past,  recommended  to  their  political  friends  in  the 
other  states  of  the  imion  to  support  Mr.  CHslon  for  the 
fiiat  office  in  the  uatioii.  Since  that  support  had  been 
given  in  {mrsuanoe  of  such  recommendation,  no  man  could 
pretend  that  Mr.  Clinton  had  done  anything  to  lessen  him 
in  the  estimation  of  the  federaltsta.^  In  what  light  then 
would  Gen.  Piatt  and  his  friends  in  this  state  appear  to 
their  friends  abroad,  and  to  the  American  public  in  gene* 
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ral,  were  they  ta  refuse  to  re-appoint,  and  wert  they,  m 
effect,  to  renuwe  from  the  comparattrely  petty  office  of 
mayoralty  of  New-York,  (an  office,  the  duties  of  which  it 
ift  uniyersally  admitted  Mr.  CKnton  had  dbcharged  with 
great  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  citizens,) 
a  man  whom  they  had  so  recently  recommended  as  fitted 
for  the  office  of  prerident  of  the  United  States  1 

This  consideration  alone,  must  haTe  had  a  powerful  ef^ 
feet  on  the  mind  of  Qen.  Piatt;  while  it  seems  not  at  aB 
to  have  reached  the  sensibilities  of  his  Colleague  of  the 
southern  district.  But  there  were  other  consideration^ 
which,  no  doubt,  bore  with  great  force  on  the  minds  of  ' 
Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Steams. 

From  the  course  of  conduct  of  Got*  Tompkins,  Judge 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Tayler,  towards  Mr.  Clinton,  for  the 
year  past,  they  had  reason  to  anticipate  what  eyentually 
took  place,  that  he  would  oppose  the  re-election  of  Got; 
Tompkins.  Is  it  not  probable  that  they  had  direct  as- 
surances to  that  effect?  They  no  doubt  mistook  and  oyer- 
rated  the  influence  of  Mr.  Clinton  among  his  republican 
friends.  In  aid  of  that  delusion,  they  already  learned 
that  some  of  his  most  prominent  friends,  as  the  Vaa 
Cortlands,  Gen,  German,  and  sundry  other  distinguiidied 
men  were  in  advance  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  denouncing  Gov. 
Tompkins,  Judge  Spencer,  &c.,  but  they  did  not  know, 
or  if  they  knew,  they  did  not  properly  appreciate  the 
principles  which  had  influened  the  rank  and  file  men  of 
the  republican  party  who  had  supported  Mr.  Clinton  for 
the  presidency.  Of  the  principles  which  governed  tUi 
by  £ur  the  most  numerous  class  of  Mr.  Clinton's  re* 
publican  friends,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  in  another 
place. 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  assigned.  Gen.  Piatt 
would  not  ccms^t  to  gratify  the  ardent  desires  of  Mr. 
Radcliff,  by  the  appointment  of  his  brother  as  mayor  of 
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IFew-Tork,  to  tbe  e:scclusion  of  Mr.  Clbton.  Mr.  Rad- 
diff  took  honor  to  himself  for  being  a  federalist  of  the 
old  school,  one  of  the  leading  maxims  of  that  school  be- 
ing) to  wage  a  perpetual  war  against  every  man  who  had 
i^peared  in  the  ranks  against  them,  howeyer  effectuallj 
his  political  views  and  principles  might  have  changed. 
A  most  reasonable  and  sagacious  policy  for  the  govern- 
ment of  a  party  in  the  minority,  who  are  struggling  to 
regain  power.  Mr.  Badcliff,  by  his  conduct  in  this  coun- 
eil,  lost  the  confidence  of  his  political  friends,  which  he 
never  afterwards  regained. 

The  council  met  again  on  the  18th  of  February,  when 
Mr.  Piatt  moved  that  Thomas  Addis  Emmett  be  removed 
from  the  office  of  attorney  geneml.  On  this  question  Mr. 
Badcliff  refused  to  vote,  but  Mr.  Steams  voting  for  the 
resolution,  although  Mr.  Wilkin  and  the  Governor  voted 
•gainst  it,  it  was  declared  carried;  no  doubt  on  tb^  ground, 
that  by  the  constitution  the  governor  had  a  casting  vote 
o^y,  and  that  here  could  be  no  tie,  two  members  of  the 
council  voting  for  and  only  one  against  the  motion.  As 
Mr.  Radcliff  refused  to  vote  he  was  regarded  as  absent. 

It  was  now  evident  that  Mr.  Radcliff  was  determined 
to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  for  Mr.  Em- 
9ett  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton; 
and  if  Mr.  R*.  as  a  federalist  of  the  old  school,  was  wap* 
ring,  against  Clintonians,  why  should  he  refuse  to  vote 
on  the  question  of  Mr.  Emmett's  removal  1  The  office 
of  attorney  general  having  become  vacant  by  the  removal 
ol  Mr.  Emmett,  Mr.  Van  Vechten  was  appointed  in  his 
place. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Piatt  found  that  his  federal 
firiends  would  not  be  satisfied,  if  the  council  continued  ihe 
Clintonians  in  office.    They  also  held  to  the  maxim  long     . 
afterwards  announced,  that  '^  to  the  victors  belong  the     j 
fipoftls;^'  for  I  peroeire  that  the*  Clintonians  in  New*    (>• 
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\  Yofk,  who  Ifled  eome  of  the  most  luGratire  t^Bees  in  the 
\  city,  were  nearly  all  removed  ami  federaliste  appointed  in 
\  tbelr  placet.  Among  Aese  were  Gerrit  GKlhert,  son  of 
Senator  Gilbert,  who  waa  removed  from  ttie  ofioe  of  cleik 
ot  Ae  ^y  and  ooanty,  and  P.  C.  Van  Wyelt^  from  die 
office  of  reeorder.  Mr.  Piatt  moved  for  the  displaetng  of 
Mr.  Yan  Wydc,  and  his  motion  was  adopted  by  the  voles 
of  the  three  federal  ooimoillorB.  He  then  nominated  J. 
O,  Hoffiaian  for  a  successor.  Mr.  Radcliff  nominated  C^- 
leb  8.  Riggs,  ^fed&ndist  of  the  old  school^  but  Mr.  Hol^ 
man  was  appointed  by  the  votes  of  Piatt,  {Steams  and 
Wilkif$.  Mr.  Radcliff  moved  the  removal  of  Sylvanus^ 
Miller  from  the  office  of  surrogate,  and  the  teppointinent 
'  of  Feier  Bawea  m  his  place.  Mr.  Piatt  objected  to  the 
form  of  the  motion  as  embracing  too  much.  The  ques- 
tion was  put  and  negatived  by  the  votes  of  Piatt,  Stearnt 
and  Wilkin.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  cause  of 
Mr.  B^idcliff's  i^poatticm  to  Mr.  Hofiman,  was  that  he 
was  known  to  be  favorable  to  the  re-appointment  of  Mr. 
(Hinton. 

The  removal  of  republicans  and  the  appointment  of 
fedetalists,  including  little  as  well  as  great  offices,  by  tins 
^   oouncil,  was  general  throughout  the  state* 

The  Bank  of  America  applied  to  be  relieved  from  pay^ 
flMBt  of  the  bonus,  the  payment  of  which  was  by  the  aet 
of  incorporation,  made  a  condition  upon  which  thdir  char- 
ter'waa  granted.  They  alleged  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  dicir  stock  teken  if  the  bank  was  to  be  charged  widi 
each  heavy  payments,  and  they  also  asked  a  large  redue** 
tion  of  their  capital.  With  respect  to  the  reduction  of 
their  capital  the  legislature  granted  their  request,  and  ^ey 
reaoitted  the  whole  of  the  bonus  with  the  reception  dT 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  to  be  paid  to 
4he  common  achool  fimd« 
A  atmnuouft  opposation  was  made  to  du»appficatioa  hj 
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ikt  fbmer  oppmitnts  of  the  bank;  and  it  was  charged  in 
pritttte  ckdes  «&d  tli  aeine  of  tiie  public  papers,  tbat  the 
baiik  bad  again  resorted  to  corrupt  means  to  accomplish 
itt  drjoot  Whethertbese  allegatiom  bad  any  foundation 
ito  tratit)  we  bi^e  lit  this  day  no  means  of  knowing,  as  no 
'dopOBitioiis  %ere  idken* 

Oft  the  88^  of  Janunry  of  this  year,  Robert  R.  Liying- 
utai,  late  diaBoeNor,-^d,  in  the  sisrty-sixth  year  of  bis 
age.  ffii  Kfe  had  been  active  and  useful,  and  in  poEtics, 
he  long  occupied  a  large  space  in  the  public  mind.  I 
bate  before  spoken  cS  bis  tidents  and  address.  Whaterer 
were  bis  meritB  as  a  judge,  or  a  politician,  and  they  were 
hy  BO  Mumns  inconsiderable,  bis  less  brilliant  eflfbrts  in 
improving  the  breed  of  sheep  in  his  natire  country,  and 
4ke  Kbecal  enooui^ajg^asent  wbich  by  bis  weahb  and  bflu- 
be  aA»rded  Mr.  Fulton  in  his  discoreries  of  the 
of  applyfarg  steam  power  to  navigation,  iprill  do 
move  to  perpetuate  his  name  and  fame,  ts  a  benefector  to 
Ids  couiitry,:diaii  his  address  and  drill  as  a  political  leadef^ 
mr  bia  spl^idid  display  of  eloquence  while  a  member  of 
Ihat  grand  council  vtineh  adopted  the  federal  constitution. 
By  bis  death  the  Livingston  family  were  emphatically 
depsived  of  their  bead;  and  sinee  that  event,  and  (be  re- 
moval of  Edward  Livingston  from  the  state,  and  tb^ 
if^oniftment  and  acceptance  of  Brockholst  Livingston,  of 
ike  ofiee  of  associate  judge  of  the  United  States,  and  al^ 
tMTWwds  his  death,  ttie  influence  of  that  family,  as  such, 
can  basrdly  have  been  felt  in  die  political  operations  of 
patties  in  Ae  state. 

Charles  Z.  Piatt,  a  federalist,  was,  by  a  law  of  the  two 
tesDses,  orated  treasurer,  in  lieu  of  Oen.  Thomas.  This 
aet  was  passed  on  the  lOtfa  day  of  February. 

Very  sharp  collisions  began  to  be  exhibited  between  the 
f^RTO  bouses  of  the  legislature,  on  all  questions  of  legisla- 
tiait  which  related  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
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Great  Britain*  The  state  presented  a  frcmtier  which 
eminently  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  on  its 
southern,  northern  and  western  borders.  This  rendered 
the  duties  and  reponsibilities  of  the  governor  uncommonjj 
laborious,  and  very  great;  and  he  was  by  no  means  waul- 
ing in  his  efforts  to  discharge  those  duties  faithfully  and 
efficiently.  The  democratic  majority  in  the  senate,  mani- 
fested every  disposition  to  aid  him  by  all  constitutional 
means,  while  the  federal  majority  in  the  assembly  wished 
not  to  go  farther  in  support  of  a  war  which  many  of  them 
professed  to  believe  unjust,  apd  all  of  them  believed  pre- 
maturely declared  and  badly  conducted,  than  wasjdemanc^ 
jed  of  them  by  a  strict  construction  of  the  ccmstitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  militia,  which  had  been  called  out  by  the  governor^ 
the  last  autumn,  under  the  command  of  Oen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, had  returned  dissatisfied  with  the  service,  and  with  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  government  for  their  manage* 
ment  and  support.  They  were  also  disgusted  with  the  ill 
judged  and  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  British  soldiery  at 
Queenstown.  The  federalists  availed  themselves  of  tluS) 
and  all  other  unsuccessful  efforts  to  carry  on  the  war;  and 
their  movements  in  the  assembly  tended  rather  to  excite 
than  quiet  discontent. 

The  national  government,  soon  after  the  commencement 
t£  the  war,  became  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  funds  to 
carry  it  on;  or  rather,  they  found  it  difficult,  if  not  impos* 
sible,  to  collect  the  revenue  in  that  kind  of  money,  or 
negotiate  their  stock  for  that  sort  of  currency  which,  con* 
stitutionally  speaking,  mighi  be  called  money.  The 
yntted  States  Bank  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  there  wa% 
therefore,  no  national  paper  currency.  Great  Britain  thea 
controlled,  as  now  she  continues  to  control,  the  money 
market  of  the  world;  and  she  being  our  enemy,  specie 
'H^ould  not  he  obtained  from  abroad^  nor|  in  fiM^t,  could  for* 
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iigil  loaii^^iil  the  then  state  oi'  Europe,  have  been  effecteii^ 
had  the  effort  been  made  to  do  so.  The  national  goyeni. 
vent,  therefore,  had  no  oth^  meann  of  defraying  its  ex- 
penses than  by-  borrowing  money  of  the  banks  chartered 
by  the  diflbrent  states,  on  the  credit  of  its  stock,  and  by 
issuing,  for  drculation|itsown  notes  called  treasury  notes* 
But  the  banks  of  Boston,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  N^w** 
England,  were  mainly  under 'the  control  of  federalitfti^ 
and  they  refused  to  loan  a  nngle  dollar  to  the  govemment^ 
or  to  do  any  act  which  might  give  credit  or  currency*  to 
treasury  notes.  Of  course  the  national  treasury  was.sii^ 
plied  by  loans  from  the  state  banks  south  and  west  of 
Kew-England,  and  the  disbursements  made  b  the  paper 
of  the  banks  last  mentioned.  It  was  evident  that  one  of 
two  results  musit  be  produced  by  these  dperations:  etd^f 
all  the  specie  in  the  United  States  would  flow  into  Ite 
vaults  of  the  New-England  banks,  or  the  banks  of  the 
states,  other  than  those  of  New-*England,  must  suspend 
Specie  payments;  and  the  latter  course  vras  adopteil* 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  bank  paper  in  this,  and  in 
all  the  states  south  and  west  of  it,  forthwith  began  to 
depredate.  The  paper  of  the  New- York  banks  was  the 
aearest  in  value  to  specie,  but  the  further  you  advanced 
south  or  west  from  New- York,  the  greater,  generally 
speaking,  was  the  depreciation. 

In  this  state  of  things,  a  resolution,  purporting  to  be 
joint,  passed  the  senate,  that  the  state  should  loan  to  the 
nation  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  better  to  enable 
it  to  sustain  its  credit  and  make  its  necessary  disbuiw^ 
ments.  This  measure  was  advocated  with  great  .power 
and  effect  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Gen.  Root  and  Gov.  Lewis; 
but  when  the  resolution  was  sent  to  the  assembly  it  1»aa 
there  met  by  the  zealous,  and  finally  8UccessAil,oppositioi 
of  Attorney  General  Van  Yechten,  EUsha  Williams,  an 
Mt  and  eloauent  lawyer  from  Columbia  cowity,  and  Mr. 
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fiuikl  C^iij  of  Montgomery .  In  that  hoiwetli^  ity>Wtfl<| 
porty  were  defective  in  ipeaking  talent.  Mr.  Rowi  it.  ii 
tme,  spoke  often,  but  his  sMiguments  failed  in  produciog 
tench  effect^  when  put  in  competition  with  such  gianta  af 
SHidba  Williams  and  bb  compeers.  The  busdM  of  resist 
iag  the  ledeml  majority  fell  principally  upon  Joha  W* 
IBaylor^  of  Samtoga,  wboy  though  not  a  brilliant  nuga,  wAt 
%maii  of  escellmt  good  senae^and  a  wiury  and.  catttignp 
Mater^ 

On  the  fouidi  day  of  Febroary  a  legialative  cauou»  wns 
htM  by  tba  r^mbliean  members^  for  the  purpose  of  aomi* 
toting  a  governor  and  lieutenant  govemor.  According 
^  the  AU)aiiy  Register  only  forty-eight  members  attended 
M  thia  oecaaioa*  What  was  the  reason  that  nogreator 
Mmber  was  present  does  not  ^>pear.  It  may  be,  that 
wimt  members  declined,  to  atbepd  in  consequence  of  the 
msohitioils  of  the  Tammany  men  in  favor  of  a  state  con^ 
ventioa.  Aa  respected  the  candidate  for  governor  the 
meeting  were  unanimous,  but  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  who  should  be  supported  for  lieutenant  gof^ 
ernor.  A  portion  of  the  members  still  adhered  to  M|. 
Clinton,  aftd  were  for  re-nonunating  him.  Judge  Spencer 
had,  for  some  time,  openly  denounced  him,  and  both  hs^ 
and  his  fciend,  Col.  Jenkins,  were  exceedingly  active  in 
opposing  Mr.  C.'s  re-nomination« 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  confidential  and  secret, 
if  nol  UMDpen  ami  avowed,  influence  of  Gov..  Tompkio% 
was  exerted  against  Mr.  Clinton.  Whether  Mr^  Va» 
Bnren  took  an  active  part  either  way,  I  am  not  advised; 
and,  from  the  ciseumstanoe  of  hia  not  being  assailed  ioUie 
Albany  Regiater,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,'*'thatf  at  any 
lale,  he  did  not  take  a  very  active  pact  against  Mr.  Clin^ 
ton.  The  result  finally  was,  that  Mr.  Clintoa  received 
but  sixteen  Votes,  while  John  TayJor  receiiied  tlurty<^twi» 
votesiaiid  was  dedsMd  duly  nominated^    Mr-  Van  JSurfli 


^ 


una]  W    ITEW-VOllll* 

i^,  t)ui  n^^revi  i»tt«d  by  Ibe  tepuUiiQa^  fMrnben  mi 
jjlb^v-ocot^ioii*  It  bfui  bew  often  referred  Iq  by  h».ffien<fai| 
HQ^  fl|o  firil  ail  aBmiiac  bas  bee&  gi^cn  qf  it  by  hui  biogrir 
pbex^  (Hcaiwd))  tfaat  little  need  be  8|a4  of  it  here.  I 
oilgbt  boweTeri  perhaps  to  add|  tbi^t  the  addreia  cootauied 
t  lucid  and  able  i^Yiew  of  the  oqatroTerey  between  Am^ 
f)£a  and  Qv^at  Britain,  ft aiMftaifMKl> with ateong  £»rce<rf 
argument,  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  iia- 
tj^^ial  goverument,  and  appealed,  with  greet  pathos  and 
aloquencei  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people^ 

Mr.  Yan  Bt^m  has  been  blamed  fof?  hia  suppott  of  Itt. 
01ii^to%asincoQsistent  with  the  sea^ous  support  he  yielded 
tp.  th^  WV)  and  to  the  re-election  Qf  Mr*  7QQ»pkkis;  aiidt 
Id  is.  usuiil  iu  such  cases,  both  Clintoaians  i|nd  Abtdisoai^ 
9m  bHiY^^  cest  imputotions  ufon  himybutjin  my  judgaaenli 
wholly*  wit^ult  oa^se* 

A  larg4B.majoijlty,  if  Qot  all  the  members  of  the  Hew* 
York  l^giis^tiye  qiucusi  which  nominated  Mr.  CUnioii  fot 
Hu  presidency,  weice  ajrdent  )»  support,  of  the  war  metr 
fojBeji  pursued  by  the  national  government^  and  many  oS 
tJiem  were  dissatisfied  witJi^  the  sluggish  movements  and 
ism^tness  of  Mr.  Madison.  I  presume  one  riMoa  why 
tl^y  preferred  Mr^  Clinton  to.  Mr,  Medison,  wivsi^  beeaua^ 
lihey  believed  the  former  would  pursue  the  war  agaioel 
Qrcat  Britaiu  with  mpre  effi^ency  and  more  energy  than 
Ae  latter,  but  they  had  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  sep%* 
i^ng  tbemseWes  from  the  gteat  republican  pasty  in  the 
fMe  or  nation.  At  any  rate>  I  }mcm  this  to  have  bee^ 
t))ie  feelings  of  Mr.Clinton's  republican  friends  in  the  coun^ 
iry.  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  Mr*  Van  Butmi  entertained 
finular  impressions.  Besides,  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
leg^slatore  which  noaMuated  Mr.  Clinton.  He  only  saw^ 
in  the  result  of  that  caucus  an  expression  of  the  wishes  ei 
tj^  republMSaa  party  on  a. given  question.  Was  he  wrong 
9iA(^mptJiPV>il>  8f^  ^^9  ^0  <^>7  ^^^  wishes  i^ 
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effect  t  Why,  tfaen^  should  the  minority  of  the  repuUi* 
cans,  who  thought  Mr.  Madison  ought  to  be  supportedi 
condemn  Mr.  Y .  B.  for  the  course  he  took  1  Was  it  nol 
his  duty,  and  had  he  not  the  same  right  to  follow  the 
honest  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  they  had,  especially 
where  he  had  eyidence  that  his  own  views  were  in  accord- 
ance with  those  of  the  republican  party  in  the  state,  ai 
declared  by  their  representatives? 

Mr.  Clinton,  and  his  immediate  friends,  had  still  less 
reason  to  complain  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  supporting 
Tompkins.  The  presidential  question  was  disposed  of. 
A  new  question  was  presented,  and  that  was,  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  those  who  had  elected  him, 
he  would  support  the  republican  candidate  for  govemoTi 
or  whether,  contrary  to  the  principles  he  had  professed 
from  his  boyhood,  he  would  support  a  federal  candidate 
for  governor,  simply  because  Mr.  Clinton  did  not  choose 
to  support  the  candidate  of  the  republican  party  1  Ko 
man  possessing  common  honesty,  and  a  particle  of  self 
respect,  could,  without  feelings  of  resentment,  hear  such  a 
questi<^  even  agitated  in  his  presence.  Conceding  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  in  principle,  attached  to  the  republi- 
can  parly,  his  conduct  was  not  only  politically,  but  mor* 
ally  justifiable.  Indeed,  it  could  not  have  be«i  other 
than  it  was,  without  a  palpable  violation  of  principle  and 
ot  duty. 

Ori  the  11th  of  February  the  federal  members  of  the 
j^slature^  together  with  ibany  respectable  citizens,  held 
a  caucus  at  Albany,  of  which  Judge  Egbert  Bensonwas 
chairman,  and  Daniel  Parris  was  secretary^  at  which  Ste- 
phen Van  Rennselaer  was  nominated  for  governor^  and 
George  Huntington,  of  Oneida  county,  for  lieutenant  go- 
vernor. 

The  private  characters  of  these  gentlemen  were,  in  all 
Rspects,  perfectly  unexceptionable,  and  high  hopes 
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entertained  by  the  federalists  of  success.*  A  drcuaistaiice 
which  added  considerably  to  these  hopes,  vaS|  that  an 
address  was  issued  signed  by  Philip  Van  Cortland,  Oba- 
diah  German,  and  thirty-nine  other  distinguished  friends  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  who  claimed  to  be  members  of  the  republican 
party.  The  address  attacked,  with  severity,  the  conduct 
of  the  general  administration;  reviewed  the  presidential 
contest;  and  protested  against  the  support  of  Tompkins 
and  Taylor,  dieging,  that  they  were  the  mere  partisans 
apd  tools  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington.  It  was  extremely 
well  written,  and  from  .its  style  and  matter,  was,  with 
great  probability,  ascribed  to  the  pen  of  Mr,  Clinton* 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  general 
election  in  April  was  very  severely  .contested;  but,  con* 
trary  to  the  expectation  of  calculating  men  of  both  parties, 
and  to  the  bitter  mortification  of  the  federalists,  Tompkins 
and  Taylor  were  elected,  and  the  republican  senator^J 
ticket  succeeded  in  three,  out  of  the  four  districts. 

Jonathan  Dayton  was  elected  to  the  senate  from  the 
■outhem,  Lucas  BImendorff  and  Samuel  C.  Yer  Bryck 
from  the  middle,  James  Cochran  and  Samuel  Stewart  from 
the  eastern,  and  Farrand  Stranahan,  Henry  Bloom  and 
Pearley  Keyes  from  the  western  districts. 


*  hk  eonaeqnence  of  the  latt  oensas,  a  new  apportionment  of  lepraMntatiTM  i» 
•Mf  KM  was  nadci  and,  tlwvtfofVy  a  mw  dlYition  of  the  state  into  eonfiesikMnl 
4btiicts  should  hare  been  made  bj  the  legislatQTei  at  their  winter  session  in  181S; 
hat  the  pTOTofation  prevented  the  passage  of  such  an  act  before  the  April  electioa. 
Var  this  reason  ihe  election  of  inerobers  to  the  hoose  of  leptaseatatiTes  did  not 
talte  place  ontil  after  the  Norerober  sessiooi  when  the  proper  law  was  passed,  and 
an  etoetlon  ordered  in  Deeamber  foUowinf:  At  that  election,  out  of  thirty  repro- 
antatives,  the  federalists  elected  two-thirds.  The  resalt  of  this  appeal  to  the 
people^  as  was  allegedi  on  the  war  questiooi  afforded  great  triumph  to  the  oppo- 
lanu  of  Hr.  Madison's  Adroinistralion,  and  Increased  the  already  sangaina  hopaa 
•f  the  federalisUi  of  success  at  *«he  general  state  election  in  April. 

The  Yenerable  Egbert  Benson  was  chosen  from  the  second  district,  wUtih  inclu- 
ded the  city  of  New.Torli.  He  was  lisr  advaneed  in  life|  bat  the  lesidiie  of  th* 
Meral  members  were  roost  of  them  comparatirely  young  men.  Hence  ihey  were 
ealled  **Judg€  BetuMiU  ftoyt,'*  being  nineteen  in  number.  The  appellation  was 
I  ladieroas  bMhaaa  cho  judga  warn  baehalor 
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The  twnll  df  the  Vote  was  afe  fon«>W8:--- 

Southern  District,  Rep.  Maj 593 

Middle  *«  **        « 145^ 

Western        ^         "        " 3S% 

fiikstMliDiftltid,Fea.  Hsij iTlft 


Rep.  Maj.  intkeSlaleM.«^..^%.w«.w^.^.  30M 

Btit,  AOttrithManding  this  success  Ift  tb«  ^etitttcrrfi^  ifth 
iHets,  tod  m  tike  election  of  gbveynot)  the  fed«hdlM 
obtained  a  majctitjr  i»  the  'aas^imbly,  in  conseqti^ce  tt 
the  election  of  federal  member^  by  a  small  inajofit^,  fttnn 
Che  city  of  Netr-York. 

The  yery  decided  part  taken  by  Mr.  SbtstliWick,  in  IHit 
Albtoy  Register,  algainst  the  election  of  OoY.  Tompkfaift, 
and  indeed  against  the  tepublican  party  in  fhe  state  atul 
nation,  induced  the  establishment,  dttrhig  the  sumin«V  oP 
1813,  of  the  Albany  Argus,  under  the  charge  of  Ji^sse 
Buel,  Esq.,  who  hnd  formerly  printed  the  PleUan,  in  19^ 
county  of  Ulster.  Mr.  Buel,  tho\igh  not  a  iirilliant,  Wtt 
it  very  disdre^t  iBtnd  jttdidous  malt,  and  the  Albany  Argta 
soon  became  the  organ  of  the  republican  party  at  tlie  seal 
of  government. 

Upon  the  pressing  recommendation  of  Judge  Spencer 
said  Oov.  Totnpkins,  and  other  friends  to  the  tttftimnd 
administration,  Gen.  John  Armstrong  had,  in  the  autunui 
Of  1812,  been  appointed  liecretary  of  the  department  vf 
w«r,  and  he  now  began  to  be  talked  of  as  the  most  suitable 
man  to  succeed  Mr.  Madison  in  the  'presidency.  Judg^ 
S^»enoer,  who  had  always  been,  and  to  this  day  continues 
to  be,  his  devoted  fHend  and  admirer,  "Was  loud  in  hik 
pfaise,  and  openly  spoke  of  him  as  a  candidate. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  Mr.  Curtinius  was  removed 
from  the  office  of  marshal  of  iNew^-York,  and  €l«n.  4fa(iidiy 


Uaittd  States  aenator,  appointed  in  Us  place.  Mr. 
Schenck  was  also  removed  from  the  office  of  surveyor  of 
the  port  of  New-Yoijc^  and  Mr*  0aff  was  appointed  his 
successor.  These  removals  were  made  upon  the  pressing 
recommendatiMi  of  Jiidge  Spsnetv,  sas  %as  alleged^  for 
no  other  cause  than  that  the  incumbents  w«re  the  political 
mil  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton* 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

nmt  lUT  I9  laii^  TO  iut  i,  m^ 

GoyftRNOK  ToicpKiNS  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  strcng 
hold  on  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  this  state.  He  had 
aroided  so  far  as  he  could,  a  direct  collision  with  the 
firiends  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Although  Clinton  being  a  man 
of  that  temperament  and  character  of  mind,  that  whenerer 
he  discovered  that  a  person  professing  to  be  lus  political 
friend,  declined  entering  into  all  his  views,  forthwith  broke 
eff  all  political  intercourse  with  him;  (which  perhaps  was 
a  &ult,)  and  therefore,  by  this  time,  was  open  in  his  de- 
aundations  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  still  the  governor  contrived 
to  retain  the  friendship  of  many  Clintonians.  This  re- 
mit was  the  more  easily  produced,  because  Judge  Spencer, 
always  open  in  his  hostility,  always  ardent  and  sometimes 
lutter  in  his  political  controversies,  was  waging  a  most 
fiirious  war  against  Mr.  Clinton,  and  all  his  supporters; 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  was  much  more  the  subject 
of  attack  in  the  Clintonian  newspapers  and  public  and 
itreet  conversation,  than  the  governor.  Tompkins  was  by 
BO  means  displeased  with  this  state  of  things.  He  had 
already  cast  an  eye  upon  the  presidency,  and  the  late  de- 
feat of  Mr.  Clinton,  had  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, rendered  him  Hors  du  combat.  Him,  therefore,  he 
could  no  longer  regard  as  a  rival,  but  Gen.  Armstrong, 
if  the  next  president  was  to  be  taken  from  New- York,  was 
a  formidable  one.  The  governor  knew  that  the  strength 
of  Armstrong  in  this  state  depended  greatly  on  the  in- 
fluence of  Judge  Spencer,  with  the  republican  party  here. 
It  was  then  obviously  the  interest  of  Gov.  Tompkins  to 
weaken  as  far  as  he  could  the  influence  of  Spencer.    It 
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hf  therefore,  Ughly  probibk  that  b«  viewed  the  iscfCMt 
of  personal  unkind  feeling  towarda  Judge^ienoer  with 
more  complacence  than  regret. 

Not  many  days  ago,  in  a  convenntion  with  an  old  and 
caqierienced  politician^  an  exceedingly  jndiciona  man  and 
one  who  has  looked  profoundly  into  the  human  hearty 
who  for  more  than  twenty  }ears  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  house  of  representatives!  and  was  repeated* 
)y  elected  speaker  of  that  body,  (John  W.  Taylor,)  in 
relation  to  Got.  Tompkins,  he  remarked  that  he  never 
knew  a  man  who  had  fixed  his  hopes  upon  the  presidency 
who  would  not  sacrifice  all  personal  considerations,  and 
all  pre-existing  friendships  to  attain  his  object. 

Another  cause  of  the  popularity  of  Gov.  Tomplqns 
was,  that  there  was  no  dreumstance  which  could  be 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  people  by  which  thctr 
jealousy  of  him  could  be  excited.  He  was  not  a  rich 
man,  nor  had  he  any  powerful  connexions.  He  was  the 
aon  of  a  practical  fturmer  of  Westchester  county,  and  his 
fiiirorite  title  with  the  people  was  the  ^^  Fabmbb's  Bot." 
To  odier  advantages  he  added  a  most  fascinating  address. 
Professor  Renwick,  in  his  life  of  Clinton,  (page  66,) 
says; — ^^  Tompkins  with  no  remarkable  native  powers  of 
mind,  and  but  little  ac<}uirement  evea  as  a  lawyer,  po»» 
sessed  in  a  most  eminent  degree,  the  art  of  ingratiating 
himself  with  the  people.  He  had  the  faculty,  which  is 
invaluable  to  him  whc  seeks  for  popular  honors,  of  never 
forgetting  the  name  or*  face  of  any  person  with  whom  he 
once  conversed;  of  becoming  acquainted  and  appearing 
to  take  interest  in  the  concerns  of  their  families;,  and  of 
securing,  by  bis  affability  and  amiable  address,  the  good 
opinion  of  the  female  sex,  who,  although  possessed  of  no 
vote,  often  exercise  a  powerful  indirect  influence." 

I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  although  I  had  little  peraotial 
acquaintance  with  Gov.  Tompkins,  that  tn  my  jodgnnsnls 
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ihft  yiofa«l»r  iMidwj*<tilBStabate.  I  thiiik^tlievkiUwi 
Itoflt^vfMi  mUd)  WmMlded  tke  adnds  of. 'men  to  lib  «iM 
porposesy  and  the  pradence  wi&wbich  herfbr  a  kaig^iMft 
Mnd«i€t0d  liittMelf  at  die  kead  of  a  state  eontemiDg  ibch 
•Miigef  oiilkatiMtei^ialilM  did  the  state  of  Ifetr-Yodr,  d» 
ling  disrt  pariod,  af e  of  thennelTes^eyideiiee  of  aacfa  i 
than  ordtaary  loeiitel  powers;  ^d  although  he  was  i 
fhMi  ike'biir  ^and  Ifae  beach  trhen  he  was  too  Toung  toha?^ 
becdme  a  profoond  aa4  learned  lawyeri  yet  I  ha:vie  nervfr 
iKafd  that  tile  opiaions  whtdi  he  deUvtfed  while  ha  «Mta 
{yrfgeeiftileMpfeaiecoiut  were  considered  unwoithy  of 
the  pqitttatioiiibr  learamgand  taleats  which  a  jadgeaf  that 
high  tribunal  ought  to  possess.  Of  the  evkknee  of  talent 
s»kiehhis  coaiaiaiiicatioas  tothefe^latvreaSMrd^^irttile 
da  was  gotemcfr,  I  have  heretofore  spokoi.  What  Ma. 
Aeawidk  eays  of  him  in  respect  to  his  peculiar  faculty  id 
aever  forgetting  the  name  or  face  of  a  penoa  with  whoai 
he  had  erer  conversed,  is  literally  true;  and  I  could  idala 
several  instances  within  my  own  knowkdgei  some  of  whioh 
are  dmost  aliaccountabk  in  confinaatien  of  Ms  tmkfi 
This  fiiculty,  although  nre^  as  df great  ase  to  Ae  bmoi  wfab 
holds  an  eminent  station  in  a  popular  -gavenatoeBt*  It  li 
said  that  ^^la,  the  Diolatar^  persooaUy  kneir  ietery  citr 
■en^of  fiame,  and  ikai  he  ooiiM  call  them  all  hy  naaiai 
This  exiraordtnary  quality  .of  miiid  may  have  l)een  -of  as 
much  use  to  him  in  cdnttstsA  elections  as  was  tiie  aphas* 
dor  of  his  military  aciuevements  in  Asia. 

The  cKtraordiaary  and  akdost  miracdious  sacceas  af 
Gtov.  Tompldns  at  the  election  of  1813,  after  the  stro^f 
damoaBtratioas  of  a  federal  majority  in  the  congiessiciml 
electiono  in  December  preceding,  and  in  the  free  of  the 
am>Mitiaa  of  Mr.  Olinton  and  some  of  his  most  powei^ 
ful  friends,  while  it.  aflbrded  evidence  of  his  pc^laiily 
idded  to  it.  In  war  success  is  said  to  sanctify  crimes,  in 
paliiBCs  kcanverts  errors  into  catholic  doctrinea* 
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die  fiopularity  and  stM^g  of  Ilowpkkis.  The  ^Mt 
IfN^iNcw-Englttid  states  haJ  beconie  federal,  ami  Ne«^ 
ffeisegr)  if  ooi  already,  seemed  huteiiing  to  btcamB  so.  Tb^ 
iadtlBlttfli  of  the  eaatem  sltttee^wM  of  "tiieinoiit  liltm  kbd. 
fc^itflftlqiprebeiidedlfaattbey  Were  d^Hdrmiiied  eithcr^a 
^ibstBfn  Um  lidwMiiiimtion^  er  to  aeeede  Arbm  Ate  «nfoii| 
Mid  fafte  « ^separate  peace  wilh  Onat  Brilluft.  Thia, 
ke^veteiv  they  mwld  hardly  ha^  the  tett^rity  to  ^  if 
Mi^'-Ytoik  doiitmued  to  gupport  the  MitMnal  wehMbhrtnh 
{■Ml.  Bttt  if  New-York  joib^d  them^  or  eiren  be<»MM 
Cfqpoaed  to  Ae  farmer  prosecation  of  thfe  tmr^  4he  fliia«» 
eial^Mie  of  Ike  natkni  wouM  become  ao  atraightened  aiil 
— barraaaed,-aa  wmdd .  have  oompelled  either  fei  dunge  of 
tke^daunfiateatioft,  or  the  sid>mis8Mm  of  the  United  ^Statei 
fibm.  disgraceful  peace;  and,  in  the  eyent  last  tefe^red  U^^ 
tke  admiaiiiratioii  wovM,  of  course,  be  prostrated.  Hb 
wonder  Ibea,  that  the  eyes  of  repnblicaBs  tfarottghotM  Ihe 
Bktioii  sbottld  have  been  fixed  with  deep  and  paituM  ^mrnr 
etgr  oa  the  election  of  governor  in  New- York.  The  siio- 
eess  ^f  the  democratic  party  was  hailed  by  the  4eibomptb 
lAiroad,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Madison  and  his  'cabinet^ 
with  wnpeakable  joy  and  exnttation.  TfaM  autoeas  was 
ilapated,  «m1  perhaps  jastly  imputed,  to  'the  f^nmti 
populkntjr  of  Toaipkiss,  and  his  vnivc^  poplllaiity 
abroad  itocreaaed  bis  popaler  standing  at  homls. 

The  legislaiure  convened  on  ihe  S54th  Jamiary.  JaoMa 
Bmolt, «  respectabk  lawyer  from  Dutchess  oountf.,  was 
the  federal  candidate  for  speaker,  and  William  Ross  was 
tbecandidaleof  the  republicanparty.  Mr.  jQmottTeceived 
fi%-eight  votes,  «ad  Mr.  Ross  forty-eight,  shelving  a 
federal  majority  of  ten  in  the  assembly. 

The  ^vemor's  speech  was  chiefly  confined  to  a  detail 
of  the  events  of  Ae  war.  In  the  conrse  of  bis  apeech,  be 
aUttded  to  tiie  kw  of  congress  laying  a  direct  fttt,«l|a . 
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portion  of  which  to  Jie  ratted  ia  the  state  of  New-Tork, 
!wa8  four  buttdred  and  thirty  thousand  one  bondi^and 
fortj-one  dollars  and  iixty-tiro  cents.  This  act  providedt 
that  if  any  state  preferred  a  yduntary  aflsaniption  and 
payment  of  its  portion,  and  paid  the  same  itito  the  national 
treasury  by  the  20th  of  February,  a  deduction  of  fifleeil 
per  cent  should  be  niade,  and  if  thus  assumed  and  paid  by 
the  1st  of  May  then  a  deductbn  of  ten  per  cent  should  bo 
made.  The  Bank  of  America,  and  som^  oth^  baahsy 
were  pledged  to  loan  the  state,  whian  called  on  for  that 
pmrpose,  moneys  to  a  much  larger  amount  than  the  quota 
of  the  state  of  the  direct  tax;  and  the  goTemor  reoom-* 
mended  that  the  state  should  assume  the  paymmt  of  its 
portion  of  ^e  tax«  and  pay  the  eame  by  a  loan  from  those 
banks,  to  be  re-imbursed  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the  state.  The  speedi 
was  referred  to  Messrs.  D.  B.  Ogden,  Bleecker  and  Ross. 
•  Late  in  the  preceding  autumn  the  British  bad  made  all 
ineursibn  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  had  burnt  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  village  of  Bu£blo.  On  the  first  day  of 
the  session,  and  as  soon  as  the  house  was  organized,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Jacob  R«  Yan  Rensselaer,  a  federal 
member,  the  assembly  passed  a  resolution,  purporting  to 
be  joint,  for  loaning  to  the  sufferers,  in  consequence  of 
this  attack,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Ross  made  an 
ineffectual  effort  to  postpone  the  consideration  (of  the  reso^ 
lution.  The  motion  for  a  postponement  was  negatived 
by  a  party  vote.  As  the  federalists  were  constantly  bring 
dmrged  with  opposition  to  the  war,  &c.,  their  unusual 
eiurly  movement  in  this  matter  must  have  been  with  a  riew 
of  affording  evidence  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  of 
their  sympathy  for  those  who  were  suffering  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the 
ftntb^r  intent  of  being  before  hand  with  the  senate  in 
sunpovt  of  admeasure  which,  it  was  presumed,  would  be 
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piqpiilttry  espeeblly  in  tlic  western  district  In-  Ae  rtsoltt* 
1t<m|tbe  commissionen  for  distrilMitmg  the  money  were 
Maied.  They)  of  course^  were  federalists.  When  the 
]»iDpoeition  was  acted  on  in  the  senate,  it  was  amended  by 
ctriking  out  the  names  of  the  federal  commi8si<Hier8,  and 
inserting,  ui  their  place,  the  names  of  republicans.  With 
this  amendment  the  assembly  non-concurred.  A  collision 
IB  this  way  Occurred  between  the  two  houses,  and  for  some 
time  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  the  sufferers  would  not 
he  deprived  of  the  bounty  of  the  state,  merely  because  the 
two  parties  could  not  aigree  on  the  appointment  of  agents 
to  distribute  it.  Such  a  contest  was  discreditable  to  both 
parties* 

The  assembly  also,  on  the  first  day  of  thar  mcetinf  , 
elected  a  council  of  appointment.  Unfortunately  for  the 
federalists  there  were  no  federalists  in  the  senate  from 
both  tiie  middle  and  western  districts,  the  term, of  senriee 
ef  Messrs.  Platl,  Hall  and  Phelps,  having  expired^  and 
the  federalists  finally  selected  Mr.  Hmry  A.  Townsend, 
of  Steuben  county,  as  their  councillor. 

Mr.  Townsend'  was  elected,  in  1810,  as  a  republican^ 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had,  at  any  time,  professed 
a  change  of  principles;  but  he  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clm-> 
ton,  and  his  support  of  that  gentleman,  together  with  hk 
vote  for  incorporating  the  Bank  of  America,  had -brought 
hutt  in  collision  with  Judge  Sipencer  ud  other  zealous 
pcrtiticians.  These  were,  probably,  the  ctrcnmstancfS 
which  led  to  his  selection. 

The  result  of  the  vote,  for  members  of  the  council,  was 
as  follows: — ^Elbert  H.  Jones,  fifty-six;  Morgan  Lewis, 
ftfty-six;  Samuel  Stewart,  fifty-six;  Henry  A.  Townsend, 
fifty-seven;  Nathan  Sanford,  forty*nine;  Lucas  Elmendoifi^ 
forty-eight;  Henry  Yates,  jun.,  forty*eight;  and  Farrand 
Stranahan,  forty-eight. 

Before  the  axpiratiott  of  the  term  >of  scrrke  of  Chg 


fMM. 

^ofm^  Aamn  m  1813)  tiie  offit)6o£  ebiMalW.  bec^vf 
Tactnt)  by  Mc.  XiSMBg's  bring  iodigiUt  in-  coDMqppMr 
of  htB  agf.  Cbief  JMtioe  Kent  mm,  thtrefom  appiMBfaii 
dUMiftUor^  mi  Smik  TbompAOR  suooe«id<^  bim  «« < 

On  tbe  3d  Febmvy,  Viukm  JenkiM  wm  T«iiowi  i 
the  office  of  seoretary  of  state^and  Jnoob.  RultMR  Vii 
lUasaelaer)  tbe  late  apeakeri  appoosited  m  bis  ptaoik 
Wbait  produced  ibis  l(»ig  delay  in  dispkeiiig  Mr«  Jenioiii 
leaiuMit  8late> unless  it  was  tbat  tbe  oflSee  was  iaicodal 
for  Jdjr.  Van  Rensselaer^  and  tbat  tbe  discharge  of  ilvi  d«r 
lies  was  deemed  uicompatible  witb  a  satisfiustoiy  9^b» 
formance  of  the  labors  wbicb  are  necessarily  casi  1^109 
Ibe  speaker. 

The  only'  question  of  importaacoi  wbicb  dbe  coutioil  ef 
1814  were  called  on  to  decide,  was  tbat  of  die  appobd^ 
meat  of  a  judge  of  tbe  supreme  court,  wbiob  was  rendenvl 
necessary  to  siipply  tbe  vacancy  produced  by  the  elevati^ 
of  Cluef  Justice  Kent  to  the  office  of  '•  chancellor,  lbs 
greater  part  of  tbe  offices  in  tbe  state  being  held  by  pet* 
BOBS  who  belonged  to  tbe  party  wbicb  bdd  tham^ority  in 
tbe  assembly. 

Gen.  Piatt  was  tbe  candidate  most  favored'  by  a  buqga 
■iyajority  of  tbe  federalists.  Tbe  object  of  Mr.  Leunsi 
who  now  claimed  to  be  most  purely  and  exclusively  a 
lepublicany  seems  to  have  been  to  prevent  Mr.  Platft 
appoiotmenA*  Mr.  Townsend  was  considered,  and  pes* 
baps  correctly  so,  as  the  representative  of  Mr%  Cliiklcmy 
sfid  as  speaking  bia  widbes  in  tbe  council.  At  any  ratCi 
tbe  publio  held  Mr.  Clinton  responsible  for  every  act  dout 
by  Mr.  Townsend.  Gov.  Tompkins  acted,  in  concert  an4 
harmony  with  Mr,  Lewis:  a  singular  alteration  since  1807| 
when  Qea.  Piatt  waa  aupporting  Mr.  Lewis  against  Ms« 
Tompkins.  Mr.  Clinton  was  accused  of  bargaining  wtlk 
the  MetaHsfta  to  psoeura  Ge&«  Piatt  to  be  appoiii^ad  a 
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!  of  the  mpixme  eonrt;  m  eonsiAraUm  of  wkicky  it 
►flai<9  the  federalists  liod  stipulated  that  Mr.  CUiitQat 
ahoiidd  he  oontiiMad  in  the  mayoialty  of  Naw'York. 
Vitkaiiiew  to  stseagtben  this.  saspieioQ,  and  with,  the 
farther  idenn  to  detach  from  Mr.  CUntoa  the  f^eatest  poi^ 
siUa  amaber  o£  hia  si^octefs^  and  possibly  with  some 
hi^e  that  the  ap^omtflientof  Mr.  Piatt  might  be  preren^ 
ad)  Mf 4  Lewis  iMQiaaled  Richarc)  Biher,  of  New^Yotk^ 
ferft  judge  of  this  sHpreme  couvt.  To  show  tiie  embar- 
Bsmmjrmt  tUs  noounataon  siast  hare  occasioned  to  My. 
Xawssend)  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  Clintoay  it  is  onl j  aeea^- 
liry  tot  reeolkct  that  Mr.  Riker  was  the  second  of  Mn 
Clinton  in  the  Swartwout  duel;  that  he  had.  eTer  since 
ooatwhed  to  he  his  personal  a^d  political  friend^  in  all  the 
wata  with  the  Bunites,  Lewisites  and  Tamnany  men  that 
•ibseqiieiiitly  occurred  in  the  city  of  New-Yoik;  and  that^ 
la  we  ham  seeni  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  ooaunittee  to 
pranu>le  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton  ta  the  presidency; 
But^  if  it  would  seem  inconsistent  fmr  Mr.  Townsend^  sa 
the  friend  of  Mr.  ChuUxif  to  vote  against  the  appointment 
ff  Eiker^  it  was  equally  inconsistent  and  unnatural  for 
Ifr.  I^wis  to  nominate  him;  for  Riker  bad  been  steadily 
and  Tiolently  opposed  to  Lewis,  and  Lewis  to  him,  from 
tike  year  1806,  to  the  year  1814;  and  yet  Lewis  did  nomi- 
nate Riker,  and  Townsend  did  vote  against  that  nonnna* 
tion.  Misery,  it  is  said,  makes  a  man  acquainted  with 
strange  bed  fellows,  and  so  does  party  politics.  As  r^ 
spects  the  fitness  of  Baker  for  the  office  of  judge,  when 
eaiapafed  to  Piatt,  I  imagine  all  will  agree  that  Piatt  was 
the  most  suitable  and  fit  man.  Mr.  Piatt  was  appointed, 
and  Mr.  Riker,  ever  after,  ceased  to  be  a  friend  to  Mr. 
CUnton* 

Party  heat  never  was  h^ber,  in  the  legislature,  than 
Aving  this  session.  The  strong  republican  majority  in 
tha  senate,  aad  the  seal  of  that  majoiity  to  aid-  in  the  Tig*<» 
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Tons  prosecution  of  the  war,  induced  Ami  body  topr^loii^ 
a  variety  of  measures,  in  accordance  with  theur  views, 
wfaicb|  when  presented  to  the  assembly,  were  generally 
rssisted,  and  by  the  majority  rejected*  The  republican 
party  m  the  assembly,  though  still  in  the  minority,  had 
received  a  great  accession  of  moral  power  by  the  last  eleoB^ 
tion«  John  Savage,  late  chief  justice,  from  Washington 
county,  Samuel  Young,  the  late<  canal  commissioner,  from 
Saratoga  county,  Aaron  Uackley  from  Herkimer  county, 
and  William  C.  Bouck,  late  a  canal  commisdoner,  from 
Stfhoharie  county,  together  With  several  others,  were  all 
new  members,  all  young  men  of  great  promise,  and  sdl 
poflsessed  of  talents  of  a  high  order. 

The  federalists,  as  a  party,  from  the  time  of  John  Adams, 
had  always  professed  themselves  the  friends  of  a  navy, 
and  they  complained  of  Mr.  Jefferson  for  his  neglect  in 
not  encmirageing,  supporting  and  adding  to  that  arm  of 
the  national  defence.  Hence,  when  a  naval  victory  wai 
achieved  over  the  British,  or  a  naval  defeat  on  our  sid^ 
occurred,  they,  in  one  case,  were  most  forward  to  express 
their  exultation,  and,  in  the  other,  their  regret,  while  they 
manifested  very  little  sensibility  at  any  disaster  to  the 
American  forces  engaged  in  the  land  servipe. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  party  action  of  that  day,  I  think 
proper  to  state  the  proceedings  which  took  place  in  the 
assembly,  in  relation  to  several  naval  actions  which  had 
then  lately  taken  place. 

A  fedct^l  member  from  the  d<y  of  New- York,  Mr. 
Cbaiies  Kmg,  on  the  S8ih  of  January,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: — 

^^  Resohedy  That  although  we  cannot  approve  of  the 
disastrous  and  destructive  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
the  house  of  assembly  of  the  pec^Ie  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  feel  great  satisfaction  in  expressing  their  admiration 
of  the  conduct,  of  Com.  Perry,  and  hi«  i^hmt  aasocsatesi 
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ID  Ihmr  acMon  with  tbe  British  squadrMi  upon  Lake  Em, 
M  the  11th  Sept.  last,  and  the  high  sense  they  enterUdn 
ef  the  gallantry  of  Lieut.  BurroaghS|  of  the  United  States 
hrig  Bntjerprize,  who  died  after  conqiieriog  a  Tssttl  of 
ei{«ial  force  belongmg  to  the  enemy. 
>  ^  That  they  deeply  lament  the  fal!  of  captains  Lavrenoe 
a&d  AUett,  by  which  their  ce«mtry  is  deprired  of  the  sef»* 
irice  of  two  officers  who  had  alseady  so  higUy  entitM 
ilMBisdves  to  its  admiraticm  and  gratitude— 

^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  the  conduct  af  oar 
flaval  cmnsEia&ders  and  seamen  during  this  ruinous  war, 
ought  to  satisfy  every  reflecting  mind  that  our  commercial 
rights  are  to  be  defended  and  maintained  by  a  wry^  and 
not  by  embargoes  and  commjevcial  restrictions." 

Mr.  Savage,  with  a  view  of  rendering  the  resdutteos 
acoeplable  to  the  whole  house,  offered  a  substitttte  for  thfe 
first  resolution,  in  which  the  ^ords  ^^  although  ins  camwi 
approve  of  the  disastrous  and  destructive  war  in  which  mt 
ere  otkgagtd^^  were  omitted;  but  the  substitute  was  reject- 
ed by  a  party  vote.  The  second  resolution  was  passed 
%y  an  unanimous  vote.  When  the  third  resolution  was 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Young  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  '^ruinous,''  and  that  part  of  it  whteh  condemned  the 
embargo  and  restrictive  measures.  This  amendment  was 
also  rejected  by  the  same  vote,  and  the  resolutions,  as 
ofl^d  by  Mr.  King,  were  adopted. 

The  answer  of  the  senate  to  the  governor's  speech  was 
drawn  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  is  an  admirable  produolioa. 
The  s^ators  assured  the  governor  of  thor  readiness  to 
co-operate  with  him  in  all  proper  measures  to  defend  tbe 
eountry,  and  to  preserve  its  honor  and  independence. 
They  oonclude  their  address  with  the  expression  of  Hit 
following  just  and  patriotic  sentiment: — 

^  That  on  questions  of  general  policy^  or  the  fitness  of 
individuals  for  particular  stations,  we  shall  ever  be  ex- 
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ttttpted  from  differences  of  opinion,  is  not  to  be  expected* 
DiTisions  like  those  are  inseparable  from  the  blessings  of 
our  free  constitution;  and  although  sometimes  carried  to 
•n  excess  which  all  good  men  must  deplore,  they  are,  not- 
withstanding, generally  productive  of  much  national  good. 
But  to  suppose  that  a  people  jealous  of  their  rights,  and 
proud  of  their  national  character,  would,  on  a  question  of 
resisting  the  aggressions  of  an  open  enemy — agressions 
which  have  polluted  our  soil,  and  which  threaten  the  sub- 
Tendon  of  those  inestimable  political  institutions  which 
have  been  consecrated  to  freedom  by  the  blood  and  suffer- , 
lags  of  their  fathers — ^that  on  a  question  of  such  vital 
interest,  so  well  calculated  to  excite  all  the  patriotism,  to 
arouse  all  the  spirit,  and  to  call  into  action  all  the  ener* 
gies  of  the  nation,  they  would  waste  their  strength  in  use- 
kss  collisions  with  each  other,  would  be  a  reflection  upon 
their  discernment  and  their  eharacter  which  they  can  never 
aerit." 

The  answer  of  the  assembly  was  indecorously  severs 
and  bitter  against  the  governor,  and  against  the  war.  It, 
nevertheless,  passed  in  that  body  by  a  vote  of  fifly-five  to 
fortyrone. 

The  senate  passed  a  bill,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommen- 
4ation  of  the  governor,  for  the  assumption  by  the  state  of 
its  quota  of  the  direct  tax;  but  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Hyde,  rejected  in  the  assembly,  fifty-five  members 
voting  in  the  affirmativf^  on  that  motion.  .  The  bill,  when 
it  was  received  from  tlie  senate,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  who  in  their  report,  stated  sundry  objections 
to  its  passage,  and  concluded  by  saying,  ^^  Judging  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  express 
their  firm  conviction,  that  instead  of  wasting  the  resources 
of  the  state  by  granting  them  to  the  general  government, 
it  is  the  solemn  and  Imperious  duty  of  the  legislaturoi  to 
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by  tlus  state  on  account  of  the  war.'' 

On  the  31st  January,  Mr.  Van  Buren  brought  into  the 
senate  a  bill  lor  the  repeal  of  the  restraining  law,  and,  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  John  B.  Coles,  a  federal  member, 
brought  a  like  bill  into  the  assembly,  showing  on  this,  as 
ea  all  other  occasions,  that  the  questions  relating  to  banks 
and  banking  pririleges,  were  not  of  a  political  nature,  ex- 
G^t  when  artificially  made  so  by  those  interested  in  banks; 
and  that  they  are  merely  questions  between  the  holders  of 
exclusive  franchises,  and  the  community.  The  bill  failed 
of  becoming  a  law. 

It  will  readily  be  imagined  that,  during  this  session, 
firequent  collisions  occurred  between  the  two  houses. 
The  yiews  of  the  federalists  and  republicans,  on  all  ques- 
tions of  lei^slation  which  related  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  (and  there  were  several  ^ch,)  were  so  adverse,  tiiat 
hardly  vaiy  measures  were  proposed  by  the  one  which 
were  not  resisted,  or  attempted  to  be  modified,  by  the 
otter.  This  led  to  frequent  conferences.  In  these  con- 
ferences the  views  of  the  assembly  were  generdly^  sus- 
tained by  the  splendid  talents  of  David  B.  Ogden,  Samuel 
Jones,  Jun.,  Charles  King,  and  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rensse- 
laer, while  the  management  of  conferences,  on  the  part  of 
•the  senate,  was  commonly  entrusted  to  Martin  VtiJi  Buren, 
Erastus  Root  and  Nathan  Sanford.  Mr.  Sanford  seldom 
took  much  part  in  the  discussion;  the  battle,  on  the  part 
'of  the  senate,  was  commonly  fought  by  Gen.  Root  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren. 

The  former  had  been  long  trained  in  the  business  of 
legislaition.  Though  a  little  uncouth  in  his  manner,  and 
rough,  and,  I  fear,  sometimes  rude  in  his  expressions,  his 
wit  was  keen,  and  his  sarcasms  severe  and  biting.  He 
seized  with  great  force  and- effect  upon  the  prominent 
points^  and  especially  those  points- most  likelv  to  make  an 


918  Fei.moiJk  hisvo&t  [1814. 

impretsipxi  oa  the  popular  «&?,  «im1  ^preised  them  xvitk^a 
power  almost  irresistible.  Hie  illuetretions  were  exoeel- 
ingly  clear  and  well  chosen,  and  \^  attacks  upon  Us  op- 
ppneet^  were  severe  alnost  to  liBrecity.  From  the  jcar 
178Bydowii  to  that  peried^  he  had  heen  almost  continually 
a  member  either  of  the  stale  or  national  legislatme;  and 
possessing)  as  he  did,  ^  most  retentive  memory,  he  was 
pef^ctly  at  home  on  all  mAtters  relating  to  the  histoiy  of 
the  action  of  both  governments^  and  the  operations  of  bolh 
the  great  political  parties^  He  had  much  parliamentaiy 
tacty  and  elthough,  as  I  have  remarked,  he  was  faamli 
in  his  manner,  and  reckless  in  his  expressions,  he  was  a 
man  of  correct  literary  taste,  and,  though  severe  to  his  op- 
poaentsof  higUj cultivated  inteUect  ^^ Hewas a  sGhefafir, 
and  a  good  and  ripe  one."  Mr.  Van  Burcn^  on  the  other 
hand,  was  clear  and  logical  m  his  reasoningi  though 
sometimes  sophistical,  andliis  manner  and  matter  was  dece- 
.  roes  towards  his  opponents.  No  man  knew  better  than 
he,  iiow  to  a/vati  himself  most  efiectually  of  any  defect  m 
the  aiiguments  of  his  opponents.  His  biographer,  Ifr. 
iSMhnAy  i  Vmi  Burenf^  Ltfe*  p.  103^)  when  speaking  of 
the  part  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  in  these  discussions, 
says,  ^^In  these  conferences  the  measures  in  dispute  wese 
publicly  discussed,  and  the  discussion  embraced  the  gene- 
.ffsl  policy  of  the  administration  and  the  expediency  of  the 
war.  The  exciting  nature  of  the  questions  thus  debated| 
thf  solemnity  of  the  occasion^  the  discussions  being  con- 
reacted  in  the  presence,  of  the  two  houses,  and  the  briUiaat 
talents  of  the  parties  to  the  controversy,  drew  vast  audi* 
•noes,  snd  presented  a  ield  for  the«display  of  eloquence, 
unsurpassed,  in  dignity  a»d  interest^  by  the  assemblies  of 
anpient  Greece.  Mr.  Van  Buren  iras.always  the  kadtag 
speaker  on  the  part  of  the  senate;  and  b^  the  vi^or  of  his 
logic,  his  acuteniess  and  dexterity  in  debate,  and  the  patn- 
atic  spirit  of  his  sentimantst.  commanded  ffe^i  appkosai'' 
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Although  IhiB  biography  was  written,  it  is  presumedi  with 
a  view  to  produce  dTect  at  a  presideatial  election,  when 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a  candidate,  I  qonsuiler  the  author's 
8tatement|  in  the  abovQ  extract,  as  literally  correct;  and, 
therefore,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  copy  it  into  a  work,  which,, 
whatever  may  be  its  other  defects,  I  hope,  will  not  smack 
of  political  or  personal  partiality. 

During  this  session  a  law  was  passed  grantbg  to  Union 
College  the  very  liberal  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  former  grants.  This  sum  was  to  be 
raised  by.  lotteries.  It  was  urged  that  this  mode  of  raising 
money  was  immoral,  but  probably  those  whose  conscien- 
ces were  the  moat  tender  on  ^t  subject  would  have  voted 
against  a  grant,  or  at  any  rate,  so  large  a  grant  of  money 
to  Union  College,  if  the  money  had  been  raised  by  any 
other  means.  At  that  time,  lotteries  were  tolerated,  and 
would  have  been  granted,  if  not  for  that,  fear  some  other 
purposes.  The  same  bill  ako  provided  for  small  dona-* 
tions  to  Columbia  College,  to  Hamilton  College,  to  an 
African  Church,  to  the  Historical  Society,  to  the  College 
of  Physiciatts  and  Sui^eons  of  the  western  district,  and  to 
the  Medical  College  of  New- York.  The  donations  to  so 
many  institutions,  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  probably 
was  the  means  of  forming  an  interest  which  secured  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  the  president  of 
Union  College,  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  individual  who 
devised  this  grand  scheme  for  the  liberal  and  permanent 
endowment  of  the .  instiUition  over  which  he  presided. 
Certainly  it  is  owing  to  Jiis  inde&tigable  exertions,  and 
matchless  skill  and  address,  that  a  majority  in  favor  of  the 
bill  was  obtabed  in  both  houses.  His  ingenuity  in  ex- 
plaining away  and  warding  off  objections;  his  skill  in 
combining  different  and  apparently  conflicting  interests; 
and,  above  all,, his  profound  knowledge  of  the  human 
hearty  and  that  discernment  which  enable4  him,  as  it  wer^ 
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intuitively  to  discover  the  peculiar  pro'pensity  and  character 
of  the  mind  of  each  indiviclual  whom  he  addressed^  td* 
gether  with  his  tact  in  adopting  that  mode  of  address  best 
suited  to  each,  rendered  him  almost  irresistible,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, ultimately  secured  the  success  of  the  great  measure 
which  he  advocated. 

The  law  for  the  better  establishment  of  common 
schools,  was  re-modelled  and  improved  by  a  new'  bill 
drawn  by  Mr.  Hawley,  which  passed  both  houses  on  the 
16th  April.  By  this  law,  most  of  the  provisions  contain- 
ed in  the  statute  of  1812  were  re-enacted;  but  they  were 
arranged  in  better  order,  and  some  new  regulations  were 
introduced,  the  most  important  of  which,  was,  that  the 
tr  stees  of  a  school  district,  by  consent  of  a  majority  of 
the  legal  voters  in  such  district,  might  exonerate  all  such 
poor  persons  from  paying  for  the  tuition  of  their  children, 
at  they  should  deem  proper,  and  collect  the  sum,  so  re- 
mitted, from  those  inhabitants  whom  they  adjudged  able 
to  pay  school  taxes. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  members  of  this  le- 
gislature, although  so  nearly  equally  divided  into  two 
parties,  and  ^o  highly  excited  on  political  questions,  cor- 
dially united  to  advance  the  cause  of  science  and  popular 
education. 

There  were,  during  this  session,  applications  by  sixteen 
associations,  fol*  bank  charters.  The  times  afforded  a  fine 
harvest  for  bankers.  They  could  issue  their  own  notes 
as  money,  without  being  compelled  to  pay  them.  Such 
was  the  peculiar  attitude  of  the  national  administration, 
in  relation  to  ihe  New-England  states,  and  such  was  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country,  that  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  bankers  was  considered  an  evi* 
dence  of  patriotism.  What  banker  would  not  be  a  pa- 
triot, if  he  could  lend  his  notes  as  cash,  and,  by  a  refusal 
to  pay  them,  acquire  the  character  of  one?    Some  of 
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flbme  mjfpUcfA^mn  irere  gaccessfiil  in  tlie  assembly,  but  all 
ifdled  in  the  senate.  At  the  very  time  when  so  great  a 
lage  for  bank  charters  prerailed,  and  found  so  much  faror 
in  the  assembly,  Mr.  Cole's  bill,  authorizing  any  associa<» 
lion  to  bank  Under  certain  restrictions,  was  rejected,  in 
that  house,  by  the  strong  Tote  of  sixty-six  to  twenty-four. 
Another  proof  that  the  real  question  to  be  decided,  on  an 
application  for  the  incorporation  of  a  bank,  is  between  the 
monopolizers  and  those  who  desire  to  become  such. 

On  the  6th  of  February  a  meeting  of  a  few  citizens, 
ekumingp  to  be  CKntonians,  but  really  the  personal  friends 
of  Solomon  Southwick^  was  held  in  Albany,  of  which 
Sebastian  Yisscher  was  chairman,  and  Samuel  A.  Foote 
was  secretary;  at  which  Mr.  Southwick  was  nominated  a 
candidate  for  the  senate  from  the  eastern  district. 

Mr.  Southwick,  notwithstanding  his  immense  receipts' 
as  state  printer,  and  what  he  was  supposed  to  have  receirea 
for  acting  as  agent  for  the  Bank  of  America,*  was  now 
pretty  well  known  to  be  greatly  insolyent.  As  a  politi- 
cian, he  was  also  bankrupt.  A  few  only  of  old  election- 
eering hacks,  broken  down  men  in  fame  and  fortune,  of 
the  democratic  party,  adhered  to  him.  Mr.  Foote  was,  it 
is  true,  a  promising  young  man;  but  he  was,  at  that  time, 
scareely  twenty-one  years  old.^  He  had  had  no  poUtical 
experience,  nor  did  he  then,  know  the  estimation  in  which 
Mr.  Southwick  was  generally  held,  otherwise,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, he  would  not  have  appeared  as  an  officer  of  that 
meeting.  The  federalists  held  a  majority,  as  they  believed, 
in  the  eastern  district,  and  they,  of  course,  did  not  wish  to 
be  troubled  with  Mr.  Southwick. 

To  guard  against  the  consequence,  and  make  up  for  the 
loss  of  the  few  republicans  who  might  vote  for  Southwick, 

*  About  Uib,  ihnt  H  maeh  doiibt.  Mr.  &  allefed,  that  instead  of  rc€eifU« 
■owf  from  that  laititutkm,  he  had  loethy  H,  baeantohe  had  paid  fron  hit  ova 
poeket  larfe  same  la  pcocuiinf  the  charter,  which  the  beak  had  refveed  to  mn. 
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Ike  r^ublican  jMurtf)  in  tfe  difltxict,  nomiMled  Guert  Y«i 
SchoonhoTeiiy  a  geadenaa  who  bad  always  balongad  to 
tbe  fedeial  partjT)  but  who  ga¥e  aame  iikdioatiasi  of  a  4i^ 
poBitum  to  aappmrt  tbe  war. 

la  tbe  seqael}  it  appeared  tbat  Mr.  Yarn  ScbaoaboifM 
reoeif?ed  nunre  federal  tban  Mr.  Soatbwick  did  repablien 
Totee;  for,  of  tbe  two  senators  tben  to  be  elected  firam  tba 
eastern  districti  Mr.  Geo.  TibbitS|  onp  of  tbe  regular  fiide- 
ral  candidatesi  was  elected,  wbile  Mr.  Somtkwiek  wis 
beatea  by  Mr.  Van  Schooahoven. 

Tbe  deelion  in  April  terminated  almost  aaiTersally,  ia 
dis  state,  in  iavor  of  tbe  republican  party.  Tbe  eily  ct» 
New-York  elected  repubttean  members  of  tbe  assenblyi 
sad  seTeral  otber  counlies  changed  from  federal  to  deasa-* 
cratic,  so  tbat  there  was  a  considerable  democratic  major- 
ity ia  that  braach  of  tbe  legislature.  The  chaage  ia  tbe 
eleotioa  of  members  of  congress  was  equally  great,  tweaQr 
of  tbe  members  elect  beiAg  republicaa. 

Tbe  senators  chosen  at  this  election,  were  Darius  Crosby 
from  tbe  southern  district,  Moses  I.  Cantine  and  William 
Ross  from  the  middle,  George  Tibbits  and  Guttt  Yaa 
Schooaboren  from  the  eastern,  and  Pbiietas  Swift,  Qhaua*} 
oey  Loomis,  Benaet  Bicknell  snd  John  I.  Pendergmt  from 
the  western;  all  of  them  republicaasi  exoept  Mr.  TlbbilB» 


CHAPTER  XX. 

ilOH  MAT  l|  MU,  TO  lf4T  ly  Ml* 

In  the  month  of  August^  a  small  squadron  of  British 
yessels  of  war,  containing  some  land  forces,  sailed  up  the 
Chesapeake  and  effected  a  landing  of  their  troops,  who 
marched  into  the  interior  with  a  yiew  of  capturing  the 
city  of  Washington.  Some  slight  resistance  was  made 
at  Bladensburgh,  within  about  five  miles  of  the  capitol,but 
the  attack  was  not  anticipated,  no  regular  troops  were  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  a  few  regiments  of  raw  militia^ 
suddenly  collected  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its 
yicinity,  constituted  mainly  the  American  force,  which 
was  soon  put  to  flight.  The  British  troops  after  this  skir- 
mish, marched  into  the  city  of  Washington,  destroyed 
some  of  the  public  stores  at  the  navy  yard,,  set  fire  to  the 
president's  house,  and  blew  up  the  capitol.  The  next 
morning,  however,  they  retreated,  and  with  all  convenient 
dispatch  the  troops  were  re-embarked.  This  outrage 
produced  considerable  feeling  even  in  the  minds  of 
the  federalists.  Meetings  of  all  parties  were  held  in 
New- York,  and  in  several  other  places  in  the  state,  at  * 
which  resolutions  were  adc^ted  to  support  the  govern- 
ment in  repelling  invasion,  and  indicating  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  suspension  of  all  mere  party  controversies  until 
the  foreign  enemy  should  be  driven  from  our  borders. 

The  citizens  of  the  city  of  New- York,  greatly  alarmed 
for  the  ;9afety  of  that  city,  organized  themselves  into  mili- 
tary corps  and  volunteered  to  attend  at  regular  hours  for 
the  purpose  of  drilling. 

Mr.  Clinton  as  mayor,  by  his  public  addresses  and  by  hit 
influence  with  the  city  corporation,  did  much  to  keep  alive 
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a  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  to  ud  the  national  gOTernmeiit 
with  funds  to  sustain  its  sinking  credit. 

Money  was  required.  .The  banks  would  not  loan  their 
bills  without  better  security  than  the  stock  or  treasury 
notes  of  the  United  States*  It  was^  however,  understood 
that  if  treasury  notes  were  deposited,  endorsed  by  Got. 
Tompkins,  they  would  advance  some  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  in  erecting  fortifications 
for  the  defence  of  the  port  of  New- York.  Mr.  Rufus 
King,  on  being  informed  of  this,  called  upon  the  governor 
and  stated  to  him  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  put  his  all  at  the  requidtion  of 
the  government  and  that  he  himself  was  ready  to  do  this. 
Mr.  Tompkins  replied,  he  should  be  obliged  to  act  on  his 
own  responsibility  and  should  be  ruined.  ^^  Then,"  said 
Mr.  King,  ^^  ruin  yourself  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  save 
the  country,  and  I  pledge  you  my  honor  that  I  will  sup- 
port you  in  whatever  you  do."  These  sentiments  are  the 
more  honorable  to  Mr.  King,  when  we  consider  that  he 
was  then  the  prominent  leader  of  the  opponents  of  Mr. 
Madison. 

Gov.  Tompkins  endorsed  the  notes  and  the  money  was 
advanced  by  the  banks.^ 

Upon  the  capture  of  Washington,  Gen.  Armstrong  re- 
signed his  office  as  secretary  of  war. 

The  citizens  of  the  district  of  Columbia  were  clamor- 
ous against  Gen.  Armstrong,  and  charged  the  disgrace  and 
injury  they  had  received  from  the  invasion  of  the  British, 
to  his  mismanagement  and  neglect.  I  am  utterly  incom- 
petent to  criticise  the  conduct  of  military  men,  and  if  this 
were  not  so,  it  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  these 
sketches,  to  attempt  such  criticism.  I  will  merely  state 
that  Gen.  Armstrong  and  the  few  friends  who  adhered  to 
him,  took  quite  a  different  view  of  his  conduct.     I  re- 

*  Se«  tonetpoBoenee  bttwota  TompUat  waA  Mebtyie. 
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OMfk  farther^  AatlCr.  MimMroe  was  then  secretary  <^  state, 
and  a  rival  candidate  with  Armstrong  fnr  the  presidency; 
that  as  I  have  before  observed.  Gov.  Tompkins  was  also 
a  candidate  for  the  same  statimi)  and  that  it  was  most 
ckarly  A^interesti  first  of  Mr.  Madison,  to  fix  on  some 
scape  goat,  on  whose  shoulders  to  saddle  this  disgrace; 
seeondly,  of  Mr,  Monroe  to  cast  from  the  cabinet  a  man 
whose-  pretensions  were  directly  at  war  with  his  own,  and 
thircHy,  of  Gov.  Tompkins  to  get  rid  of  d  formidable 
rivai  from  his  own  state.  What  efiect  the  combikied'ae-  = 
tion  of  these  men  might  have  upon  their  own  political 
friends,  (for  Gen.  Armstrong,  before  this  disaster  hi^pen- 
ed,  vras  sufficiently  odious  to  the  federalists,)  may  readily 
beimagmed.  G^.  Armstrong  did  not  make  the  least 
effint  to  avert  the  fate  that  seemed  to  await  him.  He  re* 
tired  in  antlen  silence  from  the  administration  to  his  resi* 
dence  at  Red  Hook,  and  has  never  since  uitermeddled  widi 
state  or  national  politics,  except  by  occasional  confidential 
communications  to  his  old  and  constant  friend  Judge 
Spencer,  and  one  or  two  others. 

It  is  rumored  that  he  has  employed  himself  in  writing 
the  history  of  the  late  war.  If  that  rumor  is  true,  and 
should  his  work  be  published,  it  will  be  read  with  great 
avidity.  That  his  means  of  accurately  knowing  what 
actually  took  place  during  the  war,  are  equal  if  not  supe- 
rior to  any  other  person;  that  he  pessessea  a  mighty  mtel- 
lect,  all  will  admit;  and  if  his  history  shall  not  be  too. 
maeh  tinged  with  a  gloomy,  jealous  and  vindictive  spirit^; 
it  will  beyond  question  be  invaluable.* 

In  consequence  of  the  exposed  condition  of  die  eoaor 
try,  and  the  danger  of  invasion  at  several  points  by  the 
enemy^  the  governor,  by  proclamation,  convened  an  extra 
session  of  the  legislature.  They  met  on  the  26th  Septem- 
ber, and  Samuel  Young,  of  whom  I  shall  have  often  ocea- 

•  I  have  flinc*  Karatd  tl»«>«ock  biA  b6M  yaUI«M4  wkw  tki  abM«  was  v  r  mea 
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mpa  hereafter  taspeak,  was  duMWA  iptakci  of  the  nininm 
h\j^  and  Aaron  C]adC|  dark. 

Tkte  i|»eech  of  the  governor  related  dfliott  ccelasbdy 
tor  the  war  and  the  soggeeliiift  of  meMorea  for  its  Tigorow 
pvQoeoutkin*  The  ipeoeh  wae  coidUfy  gffpmwA  by  bath 
bunches  of  the  legieiatare* 

The  repabltoan  majority  in  fte  two  houMB  did  not  j^ 
main  idle  a  single  noMent  They  did  not  content  themBolvei 
with  word%  but  had  recourse  to  the  nuvt  yigoroas  action  to 
put  the  slate  in  an  attitude  of  deCmoe  ngatnst  the  enemy, 
and  to  aid  the  war  measures  of  the  genecal  gOTemmenl. 

They  first  passsed  an  act  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  myitia, 
while  in  the  serviee  of  the  United  StateS|  over  the  earn- 
pensation  allowed  by  the  general  government^  so  that  a 
subaltern  should  receire  fifteen  dollars  per  moath,amosi^ 
dan  or  eoq>o»l  fourteen  dollars,  and  a  private  thirteen  dol« 
lars  per  month.  This  provision  extended  as  well  to  those 
who  had  served  since  March  13,  1814,  as  those  whs 
should  be  called  into  service.  The  payment  was  to  be 
made  from  the  state  treasury. 

They  next  passed  an  act  to  encourage  privateering,  by 
authorising  associations  for  that  purpose.  The  passsge 
of  this  act  was  resisted  by  the  federalists  in  die  legisiaturey 
and  by  the  federal  m^nbers  of  the  council  of  revision. 

.  Chancellor  Kent  interposed  a  series  of  objections  in  the 
form  of  a  protest  evincing  great  learning  and  ability, 
against  the  act,  as  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  our  con- 
stitution, snd  at  war  with  the  principles  of  civilization  • 
and  the  spirit  of  the  age.  But  a  majority  of  the  council  ap- 
proved and  passed  the  bill.  The  publication  of  this  pro- 
test called  out  Col.  Young,  the  speaker  of  the  assembly, 
who  in  several  numbers,  published  in  the  Albany  Aigas, 
uttderthesignli;ture  of  Juris  Consultus,  defended  with  greac 
talent  and  ingenuity,  the  proeeedings  of  the  legislature. 
The  ability  displayed  in  these  essays,  first  made  Mr.  Young 
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]aiofPil  to  tbe  stete  a«  a  man  of  dimimguiAtid  talents. 
Tbey  ware  aitawerod  by  the  chancellor)  and  tbe  contro* 
Ttray  wae  afterwards  pursued  by  Mn  Van  Buren,  who 
wrote  under  the  signature  of  Amicus  Juris  Consultusv  The 
dissertations  elicited  by  thb  controTersy,  both  from  Chan- 
cellor Kent  CoL  Youngi  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  are  well 
worthy  of  preseryation,  as  splendid  displays  of  learning 
and  talent)  and  as  elegant  specimens  of  correct  logical 
reasoning. 

The  same  legislature^  within  a  few  teys  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  last  mentioned  law,  passed  a  bill  to  authorise 
tdhe  raising  of  troops  for  the  disfettoe  of  the  state^  com- 
monly called  the  clasBification  law.  By  this  act  twelve 
thousand  men  were  to  be  listed  by  tiie  authority  of  the 
state,  for  the  term  of  two  years.  For  the  purpose  of  en- 
suring the  raising  of  that  number  of  men^  the  militia  were 
to  be  classed,  and  each  class  was  to  furnish  its  man.  If 
a  Tolunteiw  from  the  class  eould  not  be  obtained,  then  an 
assessment  was  to  be  made  upon  the  members  of  the  class 
in  proportion  to  the  property  held  by  each.  This  bill  be- 
came a  law  on  the  24tfa  October. 

On  the  same  day  a  law,  was  passed  for  raising  a  corps  of 
sea  fencibles  for  three  years,  consisting  of  twenty  compa- 
nies for  the  defence  of  the  port  of  New- York.  This 
corps  were  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  be  called 
into  actual  service,  in  lieu  of  the  milkia.  A  law,  also 
was  passed  for  raising  two  regiments  of  colored  men  for 
three  years,  among  whom  slayes  might  be  enlisted  by  con- 
sent of  their  masters,  who  were  to  be  manumitted  on 
being  honorably  discharged.  Thus  it  s^ms  that  that  an^ 
fortunate  class  of  men  were  .  not  deemed  unworthy  of 
shedding  their  blood  in  defence  of  a  Country  and  a  people 
which  had  degraded  and  oppeased  them.  Could  it  have 
been  anticipated  that  Col.  Young^who  ably  and  aealously 
advocated  this  bill^  would  have  been  found  <b  the  conren* 
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41011  of  18B1)  mpportiiig,  and  probably  by  his  iiiflneikoey 
procuring  to  be  mserted  in  the  amended  constitution,  a 
clause  which  was  intended  forever  further  to  degrade  this 
down  trodden  race  of  men,  to  whose  aid  he  now,  in  dus 
time  of  imminent  peril,  resorted  1* 

Other  laws  were  passed  during  this  short  session  for  re- 
imbursing Goy.  Tompkins  for  expenditures  which  he  had 
'  incurred,  not  at  the  time  authorised  by  existing  laws,  and 
for  indemnifying  him  for  the  responsibilities  he  had  as- 
sumed, for  appropriating  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications  on  Staten  Island,  to  amend 
and  render  less  easy  of  evasion,  the  act  oi^nizing  the 
militia,  also  to  prevent  the  arrest  on  civil  process  of  miK- 
tia  men  while  in  the  public  service,  and  to  prevent  all  im- 
proper traffic  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

These  laws  were  most  of  them  opposed  by  the  federal 
members  of  the  legislature,  because  in  some  respects  they 
were  alleged  to  infringe  too  much  on  the  private  rights  of 
the  citizen,  and  because  it  was  the  duty  of  the  national 
government  and  the  main  object  of  its  organization,  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  every  part  of 
it  against  a  foreign  enemy.  But  the  truth  was,  the  gene- 
ral government,  by  means  of  its  financial  embarrass- 
ments, and  other  causes,  had  become,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, powerless,  and  if  the  country  was  to  be  defended 
from  the  common  enemy,  it  was  apparent  that  defence 
must  be  made  principally  by  the  states  as  such. 

The  national  government  by  means  of  its  patronage  is 
strong,  perhaps  loo  strong  in  time  of  peace;  m  war,  if  the 
states  choose  to  daim  their  reserved  power,  as  the  east^n 
states  then  did,  it  is  weak  and  inefficient. 

The  prompt  adoption  of  these  war  measures  by  the  le- 
gislature, I  thought  then  and  I  still  think,  was  honorable 
to  the  majority  in  the  two  houses.  Among  the  most  effi- 
cient supporters  of  the  measures  in  the  senate,  were  Yaii 

•  Set  NoM  A.  TOL  9,  p.  MO. 


I8H]  w  nm-rmm.  388 


Buen  and  Root^  and  in  the  aaBemblji  the  tale&ts,  zeal  and 
impertiurbaUe  firmness  of  Mr.  Speaker  Young,  were  pow- 
erful means  of  procuring  their  adoption  in  ihat  body. 

The  legislature^  before  their  adjournment,  which  took 
place  about  the  26th  October,  passed  a  law  remoring 
Solomon  Southwick  from  the  office  of  state  printer,  and 
ap(»ointing  Jesse  Buel  in  his  place. 

A  conYention  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  some  of  the 
eastern  states,  known  as  the  famous  Hartford  Conrention, 
was  about  this  time  projected.  In  this  measure  the  state.of 
Massachusetts  took  the  lead.  The  legislature  of  that  state 
was  in  sescuon  during  the  autumn  of  this  year,  and  Got. 
8tr<Nig  had,  in  his  message,  delirered  a  violent  philippic 
against  the  war  and  the  management  of  it  This  messsge 
was  referred  in  the  senate  to  a  committee,  of  which  Harri- 
son Oray  Otis  was  chairman.  He  made  a  long  report,  in 
which  he  animadverted  with  great  severity  on  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  general  government,  and  concluded 
as  follows : — 

^^  It  is  therefore,  with  great  concern,  that  your  commit- 
tee are  obliged  to  declare  their  conviction,  that  the  constl- 
tution  of  the  United  States  under  the  administration  of 
the  persons  in  power,  has  failed  to  secure  to  this  common-' 
wealth,  and  as  they  believe,  to  the  eastern  section  of  the 
Union,  those  equal  rights  and  benefits,  which  were  the  ob- 
jeota  of  its  formation,  and  which  they  cannot  relinquish 
without  ruin  to  themselves  and  posterity.  These  griev^ 
ances  justify  and  require  vigorous,  persevering  and  peace- 
able exertions,  to  unite  those  who  realize  the  sufierings 
and  foresee  the  dangers  of  the  country,  in  sopie  system  of 
measures  to  obtain  relief,  for  which  the  ordinary  mode 
of  procuring  amendments  to  the  constitution  affords  no 
reasonable  expectation,  in  season  to  prevent  the  comple- 
tion of  its  ruin.  The  people,  however,  possess  the  means 
of  certain  redress;  and  when  their  safety  which  is  the 
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.  •^pre)aae  1«W|  m  io  questioB,  iheat  aeaM  ftiiotttd  "be  pfoivpt- 
ly  apipUed.  The  framen  of  the  oomrtatiitian  nnftdk  pro^- 
sioQS  to  amend  defects  wliich  were  known  to  be  tftckleftt 
to  erery  human  inatitiition;  and  the  p? (mdlon  itself  was  not 
less  UaUe  to  be  found  defectire  upon  experiment,  than  othtr 
parts  of  the  instnment.  When  this  deficiency  becomes  ap- 
parent)  no  reason  can  preclude  the  right  of  the  whole  pM- 
ple,  who  were  parties  to  it,  to  adopt  another;  and  it  is  not  a 
presumptuoaa  expectation,  that  a  qpirtt  of  equity  md  jus- 
tice enlightened  by  experience,  would  enable  them  to  re- 
eoncile  conflicting  interestsiand  obriate  the  principal  causes 
of  those  dissentions,  which  unfit  government  for  a  state  of 
peace  and  war,  and  so  amend  the  constitution,  as  to  gi^e 
vigor  and  duration  to  the  union  of  the  states.  But  as  a 
proposition  for  such  a  convention  from  a  single  state, 
would  probably  be  unscoessful,  and  our  danger  admits  not 
of  delay,  it  is  recommended  by  the  committee,  that  in  the 
first  instance,  a  conference  should  be  invited  between  these 
states,  the  affinity  of  whose  interests  is  closest,  and  whose 
habits  of  intercourse,  from  their  local  situation  and  oth- 
er c^ses,  are  most  frequent;  to  the  end  that  by  a  com* 
parison  of  their  sentiments  and  views,  some  mode  of  de* 

-  fence,  mited  to  the  circumstances  and  exigencies  of  those 
states,  and  measures  for  accelerating  the  return  of  pid>lic 
prosperity,  may  be  devised;  and  also  to  enable  the  de> 
legates  from  those  states,  should  they  deem  it  expedteati 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  radical  reform  in  the  national 
compact,  by  inviting  to  a  future  convention,  a  dqMilBtiott 
iirom  all  the  states  in  the  union*  l%ey,  therefore^  repOit 
the  following  resolves — which  are  submitted. 

H*  G.  OnS,  per  order. 

Besohedj  That  the  calamities  of  war  being  now  brought 

home  to  this  territory  of  the  commonwealtbf  a  portion  of 

it  being  in  the  occupation  of  the  enemy,  our  sea  coast  and 

rivers  bemg  invaded  in  several  places,  and  in  all  exf^osed 
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to  uiiiiie<fi»te  dttiger;  the  people  of  MaaBacbuseUs  are  im- 
pelled by  the  duty  of  self-defeiicei  and  by  all  the  feelings 
and  attachmeots  which  bind  good  citizens  to  their  coun- 
try,  to  unite  in  the  most  yigorous  measures  for  defending 
the  state  and  expeUing  the  byader,  and  no  party  feelings 
or  political  dtssentiona  can  ever  interfere  with  the  di|i- 
charge  of  this  exalted  duty. 

Resohtd^  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  raising 
by  voluntary  enlistment^  for  twelve  months^  or  during  the 
war,  a  number  of  troops  not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  to 
be  organized  and  officered  by  the  governor|  for  the  defence 
of  the  state. 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  be  authorized  to  accept 
the  services  of  any  volunteers,  and  to  organize  them  9b 
part  of  the  aforesaid  troops,  who  shall  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  any  part  of 
the  commonwealth,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  full  pay  and 
rations,  when  in  actual  service,  and  to  a  just  compensatton 
short  of  full  pay,  to  be  provided  by  law,  during  the 
entire  term  of  their  enlistment. 

Resolvedy  That  the  governor  be  authorised  to  borrow, 
from  time  to  time,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, at  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent;  and  thai 
the  faith  of  this  government  be  pledged  to  provide  funds 
at  the  next  session  of  this  legislature  at  furthest,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  sums  borrowed. 

JRuolvedy  That  persons  be  appointed  as  delegates  from 
the  legislature,  to  meet  and  confer  with  delegates  from  the 
states  of  New-England  or  any  of  them,  upon  the  subjects 
of  their  public  grievances  and  concerns,  and  upon  the  best 
means  of  preserving  our  resources,  and  of  defence  against 
the  enemy,  and  to  devise  and  suggest  for  adoption  by 
ihoae  respective  states,  sueh  measures  as  they  may  deem 
expedient:  and  also  to  take  measures,  if  they  shall  think 
proper,  for  procuring  a  ccmvention  of  all  the  United 
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States,  in  order  to  revise  the  eonstltutioii  thepe<^iaii4iiom 
effectually  to  secure  the  support  and  attachnent  of  all  ^ 
people,  by  placing  all  upon  the  basts  of  finr  represetttfr- 
tion. 

Resolvedj  That  a  circular  lel^er  from  this  legiriatur^, 
s^ned  by  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  ike  speakw  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  be  addressed  to  the  ezeco* 
tive  goVernmoit  of  eadi  of  said  states,  to  be  com'mimiea- 
ted  to  their  legislatures,  explaining  the  objects  of  the  pro- 
posed conference,  inviting  them  to  concur  in  sending  dde- 
gates  thereto. 

This  report  was  adopted  on  the  12th  Octobet ,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  following  extract  from  the  minutes  kept  by 
the  senate  of  Massachusetts: — 

"  IN  SENATE— Oef.  12, 1814.'' 

^  Imp&ttatU  Report. — ^The  report  of  the  jobt  oommlttee 
on  the  public  defence,  was  again  debated)  and  was  advo- 
cated by  Hie  Hon.  Messrs.  Otis,  Quincy^  Blake,  White, 
and  others;  and  opposed'  by  the  Hon.  Messrs.  HoIffieS| 
Moody,  Fuller,  Kilham,  and  others— when  it  was  accepted, 
twenty^two  to  twelve.  The  blanks  being  filled  up,  the 
number  of  delegates  from  this  state  is  to  be  twelve,  and 
the  convention  is  to  ni^et  in  Hartford,  the  15th'Deoeasber 
ensning."^ 

These  proceedings,  on  dieir  face,  were  of  a  character 
highly  alarming.  The  state  of  Massachusetts  bad,  before 
tills  time,  refused  to  put  their  militia,  who,  according  to  a 
law  of  congress,  were  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  umler  the  command,  or  in  any  respect  under  the 
control,  of  officers  appointed  by  the  national  government 

With  this  avowed  determination,  the  state,  it  will  be 
perceived  by  the  above  resolutions,  determine' to  raise  an 
army  of  twelve  thousand  men.  They  next  resolve  to 
^se  by  loan,  m  l^ddition  to  the  ordinary  revenue,  a  mil- 
Koti  of  dollars)  which,  of  course,  was  to  be  expended  un* 
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ikr  the  divedSfM  of  diefttate  audioritiefi;  toid*  they  pro- 
«Nd  Autlier,  to  legalise^  so  fo  m  Uic  state  oooM  legi4iie, 
«  neefeiBg  of  mea  udmown  16'  citker' the  state  or  natioaal 
aMititutioBs,  atid  to  clotkc  tfaem  widi  political  pow^. 
niejikytteand  ctarneitly  urge  tiie  oilier  disaffected  states 
jl|»  j^in  them  in  this  proposed  ceogren.  It  is  impossible 
teyiew  tlM  project  in  any  oAer  light  tha^  as  revolntienairy 
•a  its  ohaiacter.  Twt>  or  three  of  the  oth^  New-England 
staAea  beeaaae  partise  to  thia  plan  of  a  oenventien,  and 
sent  deputies  to  it  What  the  real  ofa^eet  of  thte  move 
meUt  was^  yet  r^nina  in  douibtv  The  peacsi  ivhieb  was 
ae  soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  eemwntiMin  amMtuneei, 
dis6oB0erted  and  defeated  the  objects  of  the  pr ojeetoia) 
wfaateyer  those  objects  were.  Oti  the  one  handi  tt  w«s 
extended)  that  the  promoters  of  thia  ctonTenthm  hod 
Mtkiiig  more  in  view^  in  any  erent,  than  to  eflfect,  if  pei^ 
siUe,  a  refores  in  the  admimstration  of  the  gcp^anUMMt) 
aed  to  exiert  from  the  admiaistration  a  modiouib  of  tls 
patfonagei  while,  oti  the  other,  it  has  been  sffinned  thdft 
the  original  kiteetioii  Was  treasonable;  that  the  New^ 
England  states  meant  to  secede  from  the  union;  negotiate 
a  separate  peace  with  Great  Britain;  and  form  an  inde- 
pendent government,  perhaps,  in  alliance  with  the  British. 
Might  I  be  permitted  to  offer  a  conjecture,  I  should  say, 
that,  to  me,  it  is  very  probable  that  Massachusetts,  and 
the  other  New-^Eogland  states,  .assumed  tins  mcttaciiig  at- 
titude in  the  expectation  of  coerciiqr  the  general  adminit* 
tration  to  concede  to  them  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  national  patronage;  but  with  a  (determination,  iff 
case  this  hope  should  prove  ill  founded,  that  they  wouU 
secede  from  the  union^  ^'  peaceably,  if  they  could,  forcibly, 
if  they  must." 

How  far  the  federalists  of  the  state  of  New-York  ap-* 
proved  these  violent  proceedings  at  the  east,  is  not  die- 
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tiBCtly  known.  I  myself,  know,  and  ooald  name,  sdoie 
▼eif  distinguished  federal  politicians  of  this  state,  who 
were  deoided  in  their  opbions  against  the  Hartlbrd  con- 
rention*  while  there  b  reason  to  belieye,  that  many  others, 
dther  secretly  or  openly,  encouraged  their  eastern  friends. 
I  observe,  at  that  time,  an  article  in  the  Albany  Register, 
condemning  the  raeasore;  to  which,  an  anonymous  writer 
m  the  Albany  Gazette  replied,  justifying  it.  One  thing 
is  very  evident,  that  the  federalists  of  New-York,  «t  a 
jMffy,  never  sanctioned  the  Hartford  Convention. 

One  movement  of  the  federal  members  of  the  legisla** 
tnre,  during  the  short  extra  session,  deberves  attention, 
because  it  took  place  about  the  time,  or  rather  a  few  days 
before,  the  scheme  of  the  Hartford  Convention  was  devel- 
oped by  Mr.  Otis,  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  On 
the  27th  day  of  September  a  committee  of  the  federal 
members  of  the  legislature  issued  the  following  circular, 
which  I  have  copied  from  Mr.  William  Colman's  New^ 
York  Evening  Post,  a  leading  federal  paper,  so  much  so, 
that  Mr.  X]lolman  was  called  Field  Marshal  Colman: — 

<<  Albany,  September  27, 1814. 

"  SiE — ^The  legislature  convened  at  thb  place  yesterday, 
and  commenced  their  proceedings  in  the  true  Jacobinic 
spirit  of  proscription.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  concili- 
ation is  out  of  the  question  with  our  political  opponents. 
We  understand  that  the  majority  in  the  two  houses  have 
several  violent  and  extensive  projects  in  contemplation. 
Hence,  it  is  desirable,  that  the  federalists,  throughout  the 
state,  should  have  a  perfect  understanding  about  the  course 
which  the  party  are  to  pursue.  To  effect  this,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  have  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  different  coun* 
ties,  in  this  city,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October  next,  to  con- 
sult and  decide  on  that  subject. 

(  Vtf  VMvnpi  ttd  OiynaL  Cjiv. 
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'^  Permit  «&  to  jreqoest  yoa  lo  confer  ivitb  our  fkriends  in 
jovr  coontyi  and  to  make  arrangementa  to  send  a  del«gft« 
lion  to  the  proposed  meetbg. 

Wo  are,  with  great  refect, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
James  Emott,  Henry  Livingston, 

Abr.  Van  Vechten,       Theodore  Sill, 
SamL  M.  Lodnrood,   J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer^ 
Daniel  Hale,  William  A.  Duer, 

George  Tibbits,  Samuel  Stewart, 

Peter  Jay  Munro,         Geirit  Wendell, 

Conmiitee/^ 

Why  this  state  convention  ?  No  governor  was  to  be. 
chosen  for  the  space  of  nearly  two  years,  and  no  election, 
of  any  kind,  was  to  be  held  for  more  than  six  months 
thereafter.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  call,  without 
supposing  that  ope  object  of  a  state  convention  was,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  conduct  of  the  eastern  federal- 
ists. I  am  not,  however,  aware  that  a  convention  was 
held,  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  legislative  com- 
mittee; at  any  rate,  I  am  quite  confident  no  such  conven- 
tion was  publicly  held.  If  I  am  correct  in  this,  the  fair 
inference  is,  that  the  project  of  the  Hartford  Convention 
was  not  generally  favorably  received  by  the  federalists  of 
New-York.    [JVo/e  C]  . 

The  intelligence  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  New- York 
legislature,  in  aid  of  the  war  and  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, at  the  session  in  September  and  October,  was  re- 
ceived at  A^ashington,  by  Mr.  Madison  and  his  cabinet,, 
with  great  joy,  and  the  most  intense  gratification. 

The  €xtremely  depressed  condition  ot  the  national  tcea?^ 
sury,  had  rendered  the  United  States  unable  to  recruit 
their  armies,  which  were  daily  diminishing  by  the  expira- 
Uon  of  the  terms  of  enlistment,  deaths,  and  desertions.. 
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The 'British  garenunent,  now  retisr^  from  all  ite  Butch 
pean  eiieiines,  wo«M  ocert  itu  whole  tremendoas  poiwor 
against  America  angle  handed)  and  the  'detemined  and 
powerful  opposition  of  the  eastern  states  to  the  goTera- 
ment,  unquestionaUj  added  to  the  alarm  of  the  adminis- 
tration. MeW^Yoek  held  a  most  important  position. 
Had  she  hare  jdned  her  moral  and  political  influence 
witii  New^4SagIand,  it  does  «Mm  to  jne,  tiie  nati<mal  go- 
Temment  must  bkre  obme  to  a  stand,  and  that  this  most 
have  been  seen  and  felt  by  the  oool  and  cideulating  Mr. 
Madison.  Under  these  paiafol  apprehensions,  the  news 
from  Mew-York  was  particularly  consoling  and  cheering. 
I  was  going  to  say,  it  fell  upon  the  ear  of  the  cabinet  like 
a  reprieve  to  a  man  condemned  to  die. 

OoT.  Tompkins  was  considered  the  individual,  to  whom, 
^l>OTe  all  others,  the  administration  was  most  deeply  in- 
debted. Mr.  Monroe  was  now  acting  secretary  of  war, 
as  well  as  secretary  of  state.  Mr.  Madison  proposed  to 
Got.  Tompkins  that  Monroe  should  vacate  the  office  of 
secretary  of  state,  and  that  he,  (Mr.  T.)  should  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  that  department.  Ever  since  the  sdteration 
of  the  United  States  constitution,  in  the  mode  of  chooidng 
the  president  and  vice-president,  the  secretary  of  state 
was  considered  heir  apparent  to  the  presidential  chair, 
and,  at  any  rate,  was  the  knowii  and  admitted  favorite  of 
the  president  for  the  time  being.  This  ofier,  then,  Mr. 
Tompkins  considered,  and  considering  established  usages, 
perhaps  had  a  right  to  consider,  as  a  commitment,  on  die 
part  of  die  administration,  to  support  him  for  the  next 
president.  Gov.  Tompkins,  however,  declined  accepting 
the  office,  alleging  as  a  reason,  that  he  could  render  more 
service  to  the  nation  as  governor  of  New-York,  than  as 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States.  The  popularity 
and  influence  of  Gov.  Tompkins  may  be  said  now  to  have 
been  at  its  zenith.    In  New- York  he  was  all  but  idolised 


kgr  miRiiMiUbk  asd  mM  oignnis^d  poUtMal  party,  wbo 
Md  strong  majorities  in  both  branches  of  the.legislittu^ 
abroad  he  ipaa  esteaved  Md  raspectwd^  «^  «t  Washington 
the  DaaMMud  oahittPt  had  TirtuaJly  decW ed  him  their  eau- 
AdaAe  lev  the  next  nattoaal  execuliTe  ▼aeaocy*  He  wafi 
m  Neer-Torky  mot  only  the  dispenser  of  the  state  pati enr 
afe^hot)  in  die  leose  and  irregular  way  <d  transacting 
heainess  betiraen  the  eftstfte  and  iiatioml  geyernmente  whicl^ 
Iheo  prevailed,  OMst  ef  the  treasury  notes  and  other  seon^ 
rities  of  the  United  States  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
govenior,  end  payments,  on  the  part  of  the  4»tate  and  na- 
tion, wete  many  times  made  through  him,And  oocasiimaUj 
hy  him;  «o  that  he  was  also  the  dispenser  of  peonniaty 
gratifioaticms^  He  was  anditor,  recetyer,  and  peymaeter. 
▲11  good  dungs,  polfticaiiy  speaking,  seemed  to  coaae 
from  the  go^iemor  as  their  eoaree. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  Aie  latter  part  of  this  year,  theuf^ 
pMper  to  remove  Gideon  Granger  from  the  ofioe  of  poal- 
master  general,  and  to  sapply  his  place  by  flie  appoint 
ment  of  R.  1.  Meigs,  at  Ohio.  Mr.  Granger  had  held  the 
oiBce  for  twelve  years,  and  had  done  much  towards  im- 
proving and  perfecting  that  important  department;  hot 
report  states  tiiat  some  personal  differences  existed  be- 
tween Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Granger,  while  the  fbnner 
was  secretary  of  state,  which  were  never  forgotten  hy 
him,  and  that  he  eiq>elled  Mr,  G.  from  the  posl^ofiee 
ostensibly  because  he  had  been  a  Clmtonian,  but  reaUy  on 
account  of  an  old  grudge.  The  immediate  cause  <tf  the 
removal,  was  the  appointment,  by  Granger,  of  Doot.  Lieb 
post-master  of  Philadelphia. 

The  new  post-master  general,  shortly  after  his  appoint- 
ment, remoTcd  George  W.  Mancius  from  the  office  of 
post-master  at  Albany,  and  appointed  Peter  P.  Dok. 
Mr.  Mandus  was  an  old  Albanian,  beloved  by  all,  net- 
withstan£ng  he  was  nominally  a  federalist.    His  remov«] 
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prodaced  a  strong  sensalion  unfavorable  to  thie  poilrma»* 
ter  general. 

Hie  legislature  met  on  the  3isi  day  of  January,  181&, 
and  on  the  next  day  choae  a  counoil  of  appointmenti  con- 
wting  of  Jonatiian  Dayton  from  the  southern,  Lucas  El- 
mendorff  from  the  middle,  Ruggles  Hubbard  from  the 
eastern,  and  Farrand  Stranahan  from  the  western  dislricta* 
This  council  very  promptly  proceeded  to  remove  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  federal  incumbents  from  oUces  held  subject 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  council. 

'  Mr.  Van  Yechten  was,  of  course,  removed  from  the  of- 
fice of  attorney  general,  and  Mr.  Van  Burenwas  appointed 
ais  successor.  Thia  appointment  was  made  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  governor.  Mr.  Elmendorff  and  Mr.  Dayton 
voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  Messrs*  Stranahan  and 
Hubbard  for  Mr.  John  Woodworth.  The  circumstance  is 
too  triJBing  to  deserve  notice,  except  as  an  evidence  of  a 
jealous  feeling  which  then  began  to  exist  between  Judge 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  I  do  not  impute  the  vote 
of  Hiirtnurd  to  the  influence  of  Judge  Spencer.  Mr.  H. 
was  from  Troy,  and  Judge  Wooodworth  had  many  and 
powerful  friends  in  that  place,  and  in  Mr.  Hubbard's  dis- 
trict. This  accounts  well  enough  for  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Hubbard.  But  Stranahan  had  no  perspnal  partialities  nor 
any  influential  friends,  in  his  district,  in  favor  of  Wood- 
worthy  on  the  contrary,  they  Vere  for  Van  Buren.  The 
truth  is,  Stranahan,  at  that  period  of  his  political  life,  was 
much,  if  not  entirely,  devoted  to  the  views  of  Judge 
Spencer.  I  apprehend  that  Judge  Spencer  perceived  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  acquiring  a  greater  influence  in  the 
state  than  the  judge  desired  he  should  possess,  and,  there- 
fcre,  persuaded  Mr.  Stranahan  to  endeavor  to  defeat  his 
appointment.  From  this  period,  c}own  to  1817,  when 
Mr.  Clinton  was  nominated  for  governor,  Mr«  Van  Buren 
and  Judge  Spencer,  though  both  of  them  acting  with  the 


1815.]  OF    NEW-YORK.  893 

republican  party,  and  in  good  faith  too,  were  very  intidi 
inclined  to  thwart  the  individual  views  of  each  other. 

On  some  of  the  first  days  in  February,  Nathan  Sanford 
was  chosen  senator  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  the  seat 
rendered  vacant  by  thp  expiration  of  the  term  of  service 
of  Gen.  German.  The  moment  Gen.  Armstrong  resigned 
the  war  department  it  was  given  out,  (and  I  believe  the 
giving  oot  cdme  from  Judge  Spencer,)  that  the  ex-secreta- 
ry must  be  elected  to  the  United  States  senate.  Mr. 
Spencer  was  no  doubt  anxious  for  this  result,  but  it  was 
soon  found  the  current  in  the  legislature  against  Arm- 
strong was  quite  too  strong  to  be  arrestled.  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins, though  extremely  adroit  in  avoiding  the  taking  any 
part  openly  iii  the  controversies  which  occurred  among 
his  political  friends,  could  not,  on  this  occasion,  remain 
idle.  Beyond  all  question,  both  he  and  Van  Buren,  must 
have  taken  a  very  active  part  to  put  at  rest,  at  all  events, 
the  claims  of  Gen.  Armstrong.* 

On  the  12th  of  February  the  news  arrived  in  Albany 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni 
ted  States,  had  been  signed  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  day  of 
December.     It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  intelligence  of 


*  After  it  was  found' that  Gen.  Armttrong  could  not  be  elected,  Jadfe  Spnom 
Unsolf  was  aooouaeed  as  a  eaadUatel;  b«t  the  ourrent  in  faror  of  Mr.  Sanfordi 
which  had  been  prodaced  bf  Qov,  TomplLios  and  Mr.  Van  Bnieni  could  not  be  r^ 
slated. 

Fre?lons  to  the  assemblage  of  the  cancus  to  nominate  a  senator)  it  was  weU 
ascertained  that  a  majority  were  in  faror  of  Sanford.  When  the  caucus  convened 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  Judge  Spencer  would  consent  to  be 
a  candidate.  This  statement  was  probably  made  with  a  Tiew  to  induce  tha 
friends  of  the  Judge  to  withdraw  his  name,  Mr.  V.  B.  belicTing  that  they  must 
have  icnown  there  was  a  majority  against  him. 

The  friends  of  the  Judge,  however,  insisted  that  he  would  eerve  as  a  senator,  if 
elected,  and  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  call  on  him  and  request  his 
lesponse  to  the  question,  whether  he  was,  or  was  not,  a  candidate.  Thismetimif 
although  opposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  carried,  and  a  committee  raised  aoeocd- 
ingly,  who  reported  that  the  Judge  declined  to  be  a  candidate,  "  becautt  A«  would 
Mi  ftU  kiikBtlfin  eomftMiM  with  $0  ifonng  •  sum  a$  Hr,  Samf^ri." 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  committee  advised  Judge  Spencer  of  what  t^ 
believed  woold  be  the  result  of  a  contest  between  him  and  Sanford. 
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Jju9  fCT^t  prpdiiced  tbe  most  liyeljr  ^^Matipi^s  /^f  ..jjgt|^ 
among  all  (^lasseg  in  the  coQunuoit^y  ^cepting  only  tbo«f 
coofaaotora  and  office  holders  who  v^re  makiog  ipeat 
gpiias  by  Iha  war^  and  perhajps  we  ought  to  except,  now 
and  theni  a  coI4»c?l<mlatii^  selfish  politician  .of  the  fed^ 
ral  stanipf  wbos?  S^ty  ^seal  absorbed  his  love  of  countiryy 
and  who  b^liened  that  the  administration  XEust  hay^  been 
broken  ipwa  had  the  war  continued,  and  who  felt  that  Um^ 
news  of  peace  had  destroyed  all  the  prospects  of  the  party 
with  which  he  was  associated.  It  is^  however}  undonbt^ 
edly  true,  that^  lai^  majority  of  both  parties  most  aia- 
cerely  rejoioed  when  the  news  of  the  great  event  .arrived. 
,  To  add  to  the  ecultation  and  gener^  y>j^  about  tins 
tinus  information  was  received  of  the  splendid  victory  of 
Sew-Orleans,  obtained  on  the  eighth  of  January^  by  thff 
Amerigam  tcoops*  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Jaclfison, 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  pasty  our  states^ 
men  and  orators  have  boasted  of  our  success  in  the  late 
wi^r;  and  the  heroism  and  J[>rayery  of  our  soldiers  anda^a- 
m^f  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens j  and  the  strength  and 
•ner^gy  of  our  government,  as  demonstrated  by  th^t  w(ur* 
The  glory  achieved  by  the  nation,  during  thia  contest,  k94 
been  extolled  at  the  hustings,  eulogised  in  the  halls  of 
legislation,  and  celebrated  in  song*  This  may  be  all  right; 
it  is,  in  fact,  right^  for,  in  truth,  great  fortitude  and  wpiA 
was  evinced,  both  by  our  seamen  .and  soldiers,  and  veiy 
decisive  evidenee  was  famiriied  of  die  attachmeat  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  to  the  government  of  their  owu 
choice,  and  of  their  deterteination  to  support  and  defend 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  nation.  Still,  the 
honest  and  candid  historian,  acting  with  good  faith  towards 
posterity,  is  bound  to  state,  that  at  the  time  when  peace 
Was  announced  in  this  country,  it  was  in  a  condition  alarm* 
ingly  perilous.  The  treasury  was  empty,  and  the  credit 
of  the  national  government  was  quite  exhausted.    I  will 
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Mt  jay  U  could  not  eoiapi;aad  a  doUwr  of  reU  money,  h^t 
I  wiUitsay  U  could  not^  wU}i  ^1  iU  limms  md  its  power^ 
^tiiput  ?the  .«i08t  nunouB  Mcrificei  get  tl;^^  coutrol  of  n 
fluyBicAy  or  ei^Qi  h^  a  mUion,  of  th^  ,ooly  money  ]c«owii 
to /the  oolMtit«tion$  ^hioh  iig.gcJd  4^d  juhvor.  The  ann|r 
of  ike  tG^Ued  Stute^,  thoi^h  iibcnralj^  imppHed  with  ofli- 
QMS,  liacl  Aot|  at  that  timei  m  Ua  ranks  inore  ^than  ei{^ 
ttttHttimid  prtTatesienltstod  for  fire  yi^arai  nr  4vuriDg  the 
ifu*,  immI  :t]ie  govemment  poaaesaed  lao  j^deajoa  of  recnntbg 
ila  ihiIgb;  jand,  aa  I  banre  aaid  bdbre^  tbe  whole  Aaval  and 
militai^  ponrer  of  Cbreltt  Britam  was  ready  to  be  put  in 
reqoii&tion  for  the  proitration  of  jhia  conntry«  To  add  t« 
aH  :theae  difficBltieai  tbke  cloud  which  for  two  yeaca  hud. 
faecm'  gathering  in  itke  east,  was  now  neady  to  hwit  I 
wiM,  neTierthieleaayadd^  that  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt 
that  had  the  war  continued,  notwitbatandiag  ihieae  d]ffici4- 
tiea  and  embaaasoBaenta,  the  whole  ^oimtry,  and  aU  par-? 
tica  hi  it,  would  haTt  eYeadtually  roused  and  repaUed  the 
isT^der.  But  the  news  of  peaea  eame,  and  with  it  nil 
danger  vanished. 

The  2&nd  of  Febntary,  Washiii«tcffi%  birth-day,  was 
designated  na  a  day  for  rejoicing  and  festiirity.    I  was  in  * 
Albany  on  that  day  and  evening^  and  I  cmU  not  bu|  ob- 
serve, that  notwithstanding  the  prevalent;  hiiaritjT)  poVyti 
etana  were  anxionsly  looking  ahead  for  future  adFUUce 
ment.    Among  ihe  Tuiieus  pi^ewtry  exhibited,  were 
sevetal  ixaaHparendes,  with  inscriptions  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion; but  «t  the  Eagie  Tavi^ii  I  notioed  a  !splendid  trana* 
parency  exhibtting  in  large  capitals  tbe  nanea  of  Teicp- 
KiMS  and  Crawfoad.    The  indication  intended  wan  oioal 
obvious^ 

The  war  havbg  thus  happily  terminated,  ike  party  in 
power  feh  more  at  liberty  to  distrdiute  the  patronage  in 
such  a  way  as  to  gratify  their  own  individual  views.  Ja* 
cab  Rtttaen  Van  Eenaselaer  wasremoved  from  the  ofiice  of 
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secretary  offtate,  and  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter  was  appointed 
in  bis  place.  Oen.  Porter  had  honorably  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  army  on  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the.war^ 
and  was  besides  justly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  the  first  order 
^f  intellect.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  solicited  the  ap- 
pointment. Indeed  his  business  required  his  personal  at- 
tention at  Btack  Rock,  where  he  resided,  and  besides,  he 
was  in  the  spring  of  1814,  elected  to  congress.  He  was, 
I  understand,  proposed  by  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  a  majority 
of  the  council  of  appointment  without  difficulty  consent'* 
ed  to  his  appointment.  As  Tompkins  was  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency,  and  knew  that  Gen.  Porter  would  be  an 
influential  member  of  the  next  congress,  he  probably  felt 
desirous  to  afford  him  this  evidence  of  his  courtesy.  CoL 
Jenkins,  the  late  secretary,  who,  it  is  presumed,  was  « 
candidate  possessing  what  is  called  claims,  was  the  devo- 
ted  friend  of  Judge  Spencer,  who  made  no  secret  of  his 
opposition  to  the  governor's  pretensions  to  the  presiden- 
tial office.  By  proposing  so  respectable  a  name  as  Oen. 
Porter^s,  Gov.  Tompkins  without  an  open  controversy 
with  Spencer  or  Jenkms  disposed  of  the  claims  of  the  lat- 
*ter,  who  was  fain  to  acquiesce  in  the  miserable  scheme 
to  which  Gov.  Tompkins  and  the  council  consented,  of  re^ 
moving  the  venerable  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  brother  of 
the  Patroon,  from  the  mayoralty  of  Albany,  and  of  receiv- 
ing the  appointment  in  lieu  of  that  of  Secretary  of  State. 
There  was  one  question  which  somewhat  embarrassed 
the  council,  and  produced  considerable  public  excitement; 
and  this  was  the  iqipointment  of  a  mayor  of  New- York. 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  incumbent.  He  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office  ably  and  faithfully.  Whether  pes- 
tilence* or  war  prevailed,  he  was  constantly  at  his  post. 
The  Tammany  party  in  New-York,  which  then  really  con- 
stituted the  republican  party  of  that  city  pressed  his  re-  > 

*  TlM  reilow  tertr  prevailed  twice  id  Ifew-Tork,  wUle  Mr.  CUbtoa  «m»  nayw; 
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moyal.  Juc^e  Spencer  was  indefatigable  in  his  ex^rtione 
to  effect  the  same  object,  and  of  coarse  Mr*  Stranahan 
was  for  it,  and  so  was  Mr.  Dayton,  who  came  from  the 
hotbed  of  Martlingism.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  at  the  last 
presidential  election  a  zealous  Clintonian,  and  went  on  a 
mission  to  Vermont  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  Tote  of  that 
state  for  his  favorite  candidate.  He  was  still  friendly  t^ 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  desired  his  re-appointment.  Mr.  Elr 
mendorff,  if  influenced  by  any  individual,  was  probably 
more  guided  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  than  any  other. .  Van 
Buren  did  not  desire  to  take  an  active  part  on  either  side  of 
this  question,  and  Mr.  Elmendorff,  for  that  or  some  other 
reason^  for  some  time,  hesitated  about  committing  him- 
self on  the  question.*  Tompkins  dreaded  giving  the 
casting  vote.  He  did  not  wish  to  offend  the  republican 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  he  dared  not  encounter  the 
resentment  of  the  New- York  Tammanies.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  appointment  of  mayor  of  New-Y<M:k  was  for  a 
considerable  time  delayed. 

During  the  year  1814,  a  writer  of  considerable  talents 
bad  appeared  in  a  New- York  paper,  assuming  the  name  of 
Ahimaleck  Coodyy  a  mechanic  of  that  place.  The  writer 
was  a  federalist,  and  addressed  himself  principally  to  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged.  He  endeavored  to  show  the 
impropriety  of  opposing  the  war,  and  urged  them  to  come 
forward  manfully  in  defence  of  their  country.  He  alsof 
as  I  am  told,  for  I  have  not  for  many  years  seen  his  num<- 
bers,  attacked  De  Witt  Clinton  with  great  severity.  This 
was  a  sure  passport  to  the  favors  of  St.  Tammany.  It 
was  soon  ascertained  that  this  writer  was  Mr.  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck,  a  gentleman  who  has  since  distinguished  him- 
self for  his  talents  and  usefulness,  both  in  the  national 
and  state  legislature.  He  also  holds  a  high  rank  as  a  man 
of  respectable   literary  attainments.     Abimaleck  Coodj 

*  I  tute  Chit  ftvm  rtport.   U  may  be  iaaom^t. 
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wts  aai«wered'by  a  writer  under  the  mgnature  nS  "  A*  Trth 
Teller/'  witb  great  point  and  severity.  Thui  wa^  add  tb 
be  ^  prodtiotion  of  Mr.  Cfinton.  He  charges  Mr.  Yet- 
planek's  ho^tiKty  to  Clinton,  as  having  gi'own  out  of  a 
charge  given  hy  Mr.  C  while  mayor  of  New-York,  otr  tt 
oeoaslon  when  Yerplandt  was  indicted'  for  a  riot  in 
Columbia  College,  and  tbe  ^  Trareller's''  inain  object  se^ntt 
to  have  been  to  ridicule  Mr.  Yerplanck's  claim  to  literary 
merit;  but  towards  the  conclusion,  he  says  tbat,  ^He^ 
(Coody,  alias  YerplanQk,)  ^^  has  become  the  hoid  of  a 
political  sect  called  the  Coodies,  of  hybrid  nature,  com^ 
po^ed  of  the  combined  spawn  of  federalism  and  Jatofcttt- 
ism,  and  generated  in  the  Tenomous  passions  of  disappoint- 
ment and  rerenge,  without  any  deifinite  character;  neitha 
fish  nor  flesh,  nor  bird  nor  beast,  but  a  nondescript  ma& 
up  of 

"  in  BMiitMiB^  «U  yrodigiintt  UOnsB." 

Mr.  Yerplanck  was  joined  by  several  otiyens,  few  it  m 
true,  in  number,  but  highly  respectable  for  talents  and 
standing,  among  whom  were  Judge  Radcliff,  Who  had  been 
appointed  mayor  by  the  federalists  in  1810;  and  Mf. 
Marwell,  sinde  district  attorney  of  New-Yoric.  This  III* 
tie  party  were  taken  into  very  close  communion  by  Judge 
Spencer,  uid  he  was  understood  to  be  in  fiivor  of  Judge 
Radcliff  for  mayor.  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  good 
Understanding  commenced  when  Peter  W.  Radcliff  was 
in  the  council  of  1813.  It  really  does  seem  that  that  tit- 
tle association  was,  in  a  grekt  degree,  governed  by  hostili- 
ty to  De  Witt  Clinton,  for  there  were  scarcely  enough  of 
them  to  occupy  the  places  which  would  be  rendered  va- 
cant by  the  expulsion  of  the  Clintonian  office  hoidefs  in  the 
city;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  ever -acted  with 
the  republican  p*rty  from  that  time  to  the  present,  elccept 
when  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  in  order  personally  to'op- 
pose  De  Witt  Clinton.    The  result  of  the  next  election, 
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(il^,  l81B,ypttf¥eA  dmt they  made  nd  itDpreMion  tm  tb« 
iM^falptt^inH^eir^Torkyfor  from  hdlag  dethoct$i&G i» 
Mi,  tlie  icHy  dianged  to  federalism  in  1915.  The  Goodie^i 
ib  eomiitoiilritb  &11  the  otho*  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
ptes^d  hiil^  tem&vtiij  and  they  insisted  on  tbe  appointment 
of  Jndge  Rid^fiffl  The  Tammany  society  seemed  to  pre^ 
fer  the  appoiMtnttit  of  tbar  Grand  Sachem,  Mr.  John  Fer^ 
g&ntni.  b  the  ettd,  Mr.  Mmendorff  was  induced  to  givo 
12|»  his  8citi|^les  about  ^emovmg  Mr.  Clinton;  and  an  ar* 
ttagemetet  ti^as  made,  by  which  Mr.  Ferguson  Was  apn 
poiiited  liiayor,  imder  an  undierstanding  that  he  was  soon 
to  be  ^ttrvided  with  an  office  hy  the  general  goremment^ 
(suTYeybr  of  the  port,)  when  Mr.  Radcliff  was  to  reeei^rs 
the  dffice  of  mayor.  Mr.  Clinton  was  displaced,  and  the 
above- arrangement  was  fhlly  carried  into  effect* 

The  situation  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  now  deplorable,  mmI 
Ks  prost>scts  were  painiulty  gloomy.  To  all  appearance 
his^  political  e:!itpectations  were  entirely  blasted.    He  was 

•1  fM&ini'MHi^Iiule  ttyi«nay]tsoiiiMt««iiwctt  witkont'mmiQBiaioMi  of  iMk 
acta  trtich  wat  peculiarly  reprehensible.  Mr.  Boggles  Hubl)ard,  wliO|  it  will  be 
recollected,  was  a  senator  from  the  eastern  district,  was  a  lawyer  residing  in  Rens- 
wiktmtmiAj.  Mt  wae  tnegalar  in  his  babitsi  lax  in  hi»  moral  princil^)  vaA  &bi* 
f  rpf  ident  in'kis  ezpendiinres.  This  man,  in  preference  to  many  other  worthy  and 
respectable  old  citizens  of  New-Tork,  was  appointed  sheriff  of  the  city  and  conn- 
It  iiT  )ie«»«Y«»rk.  AtkoflcowmthteB  thDOtand  doUara  a  year,  irhich  amioentli 
Ttqnired  a  man  intimately  acquainted  with  the  citizens  and  their  eircnmsUncety 
and  one  not  only  responsible  in  a  pectmiary  point  of  Tiew,  but  of  eorrect  btias 
«Mls  htflfllii  and  pwctllioiM^  in  all  his  dealing*,  was  giren  by  the  eooMfl  to  a 
member  of  their  own  body,  of  irregular  habits,  insolvent  in  his  cixcumstanceat 
ind  a  stranger  to  (he  city.  It  was  a  knere  exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  an  iiiauU 
ftrtoutsMBOB  the  oilf  of  New-Yerky  whiah  oaght  to  have  disgraced  thf  moal 
despotic  tyrant  in  the  eastern  world.  How  the  city  of  New- York  could  have  been 
Iddiieed  t6  submft  pMcealbly'to  this  most  inexcusaible  act,  is  a  miracle.  That  Mr 
HabbMdiamattl»»Uy  unwonhy  of  thiaoAcei  evm  had  he  been  a  ekiaen  of  Naw* 
York,  appears  from  the  ridiculous  attempt,  subsequently  made  by  him  to  get  pos- 
tMsfon  of  Amelia  Istnnd,:  and  hfa  miserable  death  than. 

It  i»  due  to  Boggles  Hubbard  to  say,  that  although  he  was  lax  in  hia  nocat  p^ 
eiples  and  reckless  in  his  habits,  he  was  an  exceedingly*  pleasant  companionable 
Mkn,  good  natuiM  and  kind  in  his  dlsposltioB,  and  bumaMi  and  geaierooatoa  ' 
bnlu  Hr.  left  many  worthy  and  reapeat^ble  connexions  in  the  part  of  the  stat^ 
where  he  resided.  His  fellow  members  of  the  council  deserve,  I  was  going  to  say, 
mora  of  the  maledictions  of  the  pubUethan  ooght  to  be  baatowed  npoA  him. 
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no  longer  in  felloiirship  with  th^  xepubticaa  party.  Tbeie 
was  no  reasonable  ground  to. beljeye  tbat  the  federalists 
would  regain  an  ascendency  either  in  the  state  or  naticm, 
and  if  they  should,  there  was  little  probability  that  they 
would  betow  on  him  any  marks  of  distinction  or  ^vot,* 
From  youth  up  he  bad  devoted  himself  to  politics,  and 
had  never  followed  any  bu^ness  or  profession.  He  had 
a  large  femiiy  dependent  on  him  for  education^  and  sup- 
pprt,  and  although  be  was  neither  a  speculator  nor  pro^ 
fuse  in  his  expenses,  by  reason  of  responsibilities  he  bad 
i^iprovidently  assumed  for  others,  and  a  want  of  system 
in  his  domestic  economy,  be  was  insolvent  for  many  thou* 
sands  of  dollars^  But  be  was  a  man  of  great  firmness 
and  moral  coun^e.  He  did  not  abandon  himself  to  desh 
pondency,,nor  did  he  yield  to  childish  resentment,  Qe 
continued  his  social  intercourse,  and  maintained  bis  digni- 
ty of  deportment.  He  betook  himself  to  liteiiury  pursuits, 
and  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his  dissertations  and 
addresses,  as  a  man  of  science  and  considerable  literary 
attainments;  and  he  pursued  with  ardor  bis  scheme  of  in- 
ducing the  state  to  open  a  communication  by  a  canal  be* 
tween  the  great  lakes  and  the  tide  waters  of  the  Hudson* 

Mr.  Clinton  was  descended  from  the  Irish.  From  that 
and  other  circumstances,  he  was  duringliis  whole  life,  the 
favorite  of  the  great  mass  of  Irish  adopted  citizens.  Af- 
ter his  removal  from  the  mayoralty,  he  was  addressed  by 
Thomas  Addis  Emmett  and  Doct.  McNivin,  in  behalf  of 
the  Irish  citizens  in  a  manner  creditable  to  them,  nnd 
honorable  to  him.  ^*  We  prefer,"  say  they,  "  the  mo- 
ment of  your  retreat  from  office,  for  the  expression  ot 
our  deep  sense  of  your  manifold  and  important  services  to 
the  public." 

Mr.  Clintoki^s  reply  gives  stronger  evideiiee  of  intense 
feelings  than  any  of  his  productions. 


Little  buaness  of  interest  was  transacted  in  the  legis- 
lature during  the  remaining  part  of  this  session. 

Gerrit  L.  Doz  was  chosen  treasurer  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Piatt 

The  result  of  the  election  in  April  was  somewhat  diffeient 
from  that  which  w^^  i^p,^cted  prplpably  by  either  party. 
The  city  of  New- York  elected  federal  members  to  the  as- 
sembly. Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  which  com- 
posed that  faouse^  according  to  the  certificate  of  the  rf- 
turning  officers,  sixty-three  were  federalists  and  aixty- 
tfaree  republicans. 

In  the  senate,  Jacob  Barker  was eleoted  fromthesouili- 
em  district;  Peter  R.  Livingston  and  Isaac  Ogde^  from  Ahe 
middle,  Abraham  Van  Yechten,  David  AUen,  flenry  I. 
Frey  and  Salph  Hascal  from  the  eastern;  and  Henry 
Seymour  and  Stephen  Bates  from  the  western  dictrict.  Ail 
the  districts  were  democratic  except  the  eastern. 


M» 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

IBOM  lUTli  1815,  TO  lUT  I,  ItU. 

The  peace,  as  I  have  before  ia  substance  stated^enUEely 
prostrated  the  hopes  of  the  federalistSi  as  a  party;  and  I 
am  not  aware  that,  dther  in  this  or  any  other  state  in  the 
union,  saving  a  feeble  effort  made  in  the  spring  of  1816| 
in  New- York,  to  elect  Mr.  King  for  governor,  they  have 
made  any  serious  effort,  under  the  name  of  federaliats, 
since  the  termination  of  the  war. 

He  issue  which  was  made  between  the  republican  and 
federal  parties,  on  the  war  question,  was  unfortunate,  and, 
on  the  part  of  the  federalists,  ill  judged  and  impolitic.  I 
say  ill  judged  and  impolitic,  because,  I  trust,  all  candid, 
fair  minded  republicans  will  admit  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  federalists  were  sincerely  attached  to  the  civil  institu- 
tions and  independence  of  the  country;  that  they  honestly 
believed  the  war  was  unadvisedly  declared  and  badly  con- 
ducted; and  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison  was 
weak  and  inefficient,  and  tended  to  produce,  and  was  pro- 
ducing, serious  injuries  to  the  nation.  It  seems  to  me 
then,  that  after  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try had  declared  war,  althougn  the  federalists  may  have 
supposed  that  war  to  have  been  injudiciously  and  prema- 
turely declared,  and  even  although  they  might  have  be- 
lieved that  by  a  proper  course  of  negotiation,  on  the  part 
of  the  American  government,  it  might  have  been  avoided, 
yet,  inasmuch  as  a  state  of  war  with  a  powerful  nation 
actually  existed,  they  ought  by  their  influence,  in  and  out 
of  the  l^slative  halls,  to  have  exerted  themselves  in  fa- 
YOt  of  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  they 
should  have  manifested  their  wish  that  the  government 
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might  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  means  of  men  and 
6f  money,  to  bring  that  war  to  a  termination  upon  princi- 
ples advantageous  and  honorable  to  the  nation. 

The  conduct  of  the  federalists  was,  in  many  respects, 
the  reverse  of  diis.  From  the  question,  whether  the  war 
was  well  or  ill  conducted  by  the  government,  or  whether 
it  was  prematurely  declared,  they  allowed  themselves  to 
be  drawn  into  a  controversy  respecting  the  cause  of  the 
War,  and  whether  the  American  government  were  not 
equally  culpable  with  the  British.  In  their  zeal  to  con- 
demn our  own  administration,  they  were  led,  first  to  apolo- 
giise'for,  and  finally  to  justify,  the  conduct  of  the  common 
enemy.  As  the  federalists  affirmed  that  the  war  was  pre- 
maturely declared,  and  that  the  administration  was  incom- 
petent to  conduct  it,  any  ill  success  in  prosecuting  it  they 
seemed  to  suppose,  would  be  proof  of  the  truth  of  their 
allegations.  Hence,  sometimes  the  federal  press  exulted, 
or  rather  manifested  symptoms  of  gratification  at  the 
news  of  a  defeat  of  the  American  troops.  At  the  public 
meetings  of  the  federalists,  and  indeed  in  their  social  in 
tercourse,  on  like  occasions,  they  gave  similar  indications. 
The  true  cause  of  such  exultktion  and  joy  was,  not  that 
the  British  arms  were  successful,  but  that  the  administra- 
tibn,  by  means  of  the  disaster,  was  disgraced.  But  the 
'  opponents  of  the  federalists  were  able  to  produce  an  im 
pression  among  the  people  that  it  was  not  the  hostility  of 
the  federalists  to  the  administration,  but  their  partiality  tc 
a  foreign  government,  which  induced  them  to  apologize 
for,  and  sometimes  justify,  the  British.  The  conduct  of 
over  zealous  federalists  tended  to  give  color  and  sustain 
the  allegations  of  their  opponents. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  that  if  the  federalists  had, 
in  good  faith,  supported  war  measures,  and  confined  thib 
opposition  to  the  reckless  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  the  manner  in  which  the  war  was  conducted, 
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they  would  have  oanied  4ke  iiearto  of  a  Ofwiioiily  of  tj^ 
AmeriouL  people  viUitheQi,  wui  hU)km  d^^m  t^jidmp- 
istration. 

it  canottfc  fail  to  ^lUafatnaftte /# r  parlielii mi  af^ub- 

lie,  to  be  fowded  ma  cyfiboaMe  of  0|^ioiv#s -qf^eipis 

the  imiitB  .or  dMaerite  lof  a  foneign  |Kiimf ;  <aid  l))e  /a(b^#f 

tbe  fedtntlistS)  as  a  party,  which  Mema  Un  kw^  h^fm  ip- 

duced    by  eppeating  io  lake  ^  .'aide  Af  a  fbraig^i  gayapi^- 

meDt,  will^  in  that  (respect,  it  is  hoped^ha^ie  n  sfUcUacy  ^- 

Deot  on  all  parties  iiereafler.    And  it  is  wixtb^tofimmd^ 

that  although,  ainee  the  peoee  with  Englandy  oiy  gpie«|»- 

.ment  has  had  <aerioiift  difficudtiea  with  other  witioiia,4md 

we  baare  tx)n8tantly  bad  'highly  wmted  :pafrties  v^  o^r 

(midst,  no  party  has  taken  ^the  aidie  of  any  of  tbe  ,foMiign 

.governmeitts  with  whom  we  have  di&£ed.    Indeei^  I 

'  i»?e  aooDttetimes  apprehended,  that  our  paarty  leadeiia  a^ 

rtao  nooh  afraid  of  the  chai^  ^  foreign  infiuience.f^r  ftir- 

eign /partialities. 

The  American  government  ma^  err  in  it^  ftreatmei^  ^f 
amotber  government,  and  when  you  become  sensible  thl^t 
it  doeaao.it  is  your  right  as  afiieemai^  and  you  are.bowid 
ait' an  honest  man,  to  condemn' the  course  pui:aMed.bgr  jfffpr 
.own  tgorernment;  not  with  a  view  to  aid  a. foreign rpovff, 
'btit^r  the  purpose  of  Teformii^  yo^orown  .gov«ipaini^ 
The  federal  iats  being  in  this  hopeless  conditio^.as  .a 
<party,  felt  very  tndiSerent  about  the  presidential  iWM^ 
daftes.  It  is,  ho  we  ver ,  natuffal  to  s\ipppse,  that  they  Jtit^pad 
the  tepiiblican  party  woi^  divide  en  thatwtpiestiao.  9^ 
president  had  then  been  taken  from  the  aMe.of  Yijrgivia 
tfor  twanty^fouf  out  of  Ihe  iweatyHaiigbt  ;e9i;B  d^trH^g 
which  the  United  States  goi^esftin^t  ^hf^d  exiated.  Xhps 
apparent  partiality  for  the  citiaens^of  that  «taite,liad  been 
i^ng  aeverely  denounced  by  the  fedsfiaJiats  of  iJbe  fiei;Vh«pi 
and  middle  states,  and  it  had  reeently  been  hai;ped  |94P 
by  the  papers,  daimiag  to  be  9epubli<^,'Wbich  au0poct«d 


^ 
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Mr^  eHintos.  Il  wwnow  the  intcreBt  of  Got.  Tompkiiui^ 
aad  othwr  eottfietitors  with  Mr.  Monroe  foe  tbepresideiiGyy 
to  ceuntemoiGe  and  give  efibct,  ani<M)g  the  rq>ttbli<»D8j  te* 
the  prejudiee*  which  had  be^  excited  against  whet  was 
calkd  the  Virginia  dynasty*  Judge  Spenoer  and  Qesu 
jlffmatroiig  weife  ht  fim>r  of  Mr.  Crawford,  b««  tha  great 
flftesa  of  the  MpuhUcad  party  in  the  state  were  for  Gov. 
IWifukkiSi 

ftsiAecKkteljr  after  the  peaee  waa  coBMluded,  Mr.  Madi- 
soft  hef^  to  gii^e  tdkens  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  to  be  the 
e^tteutSve  (Candidate.  Whether  an  underatanding  existed 
at  tiMF  time  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison,  thai  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, who  at  first  exhibited  some  synptonis  of  oppagnation, 
should  be  his  successor,  or  whether  he  was  operaled  upon 
hf  the  pressure  of  his  Virginia  friends;  or  from  personal 
friendship,  and  from  an  opinion  that  Mr.  Monroe  was 
really  the  iktest  and  most  snitaMe  man,  or,  whatever  the 
cause  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  that  when  danger  from 
a  foreign  enemy  and  domestic  disturbance  disappeared, 
Mr.  Hfadisoti,  contrary  to  his  intentions  wlien  he  tendered 
to  Mt.  Tompkins  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  did  aban- 
don his  claims,  and  sustain   those  of  Mr.  Monroe. 

Ai  soon  as  it  was  known  in  New- York  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  the  executive  candidate  for  the  succession,  a  i^all 
party  was  got  up  who  favored  hii^  pretensions,  and  among 
them  Were  men  who  had  been  the  confidential  friends  of 
Got.  Tompkins,  and  had  participated  largely  in  the  boun- 
ties he  had  distributed. 

There  are  good  reasons  to  believe  that  the  national  ad'- 
ffiinistration,  under  the  control  of  the  Virginia  dynasty, 
had,  for  a  long  time,  entertained  some  jealousy  of  the 
leading  and  most  influential  republicans  in  the  state  of 
New- York.  The  great  and  rapidly  increasing  numeriq^l 
weight  of  this  state  might  have  increased  that  jealousy. 
Hence,  the  policy  at  Washington  was  to  prevent  any  one 
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man  from  getting,  or  rather  from  retaining,  an  ascendancy 
with  the  republican  party  in  the  state.  Hence,  we  find 
that  the  minor  section  of  th&t  party  were  always  the  spe- 
cial favorites  of  the  administration,  from  the  time  of  the 
existence  of  the  Burr  faction  down  to  the  period  of  which 
I  am  writing.  Accordingly,  William  P.  Van  Ness,  the 
second  of  Burr  in  the  dud  with  Hamilton,  the  avowed 
author  of  Aristides,  and  the  uncompromising  enemy  of 
De  Witt  Clinton,  was  made  a  judge  of  the  United  States 
court.  Hence,  also,  the  early  attacks  upon  that  gentle- 
man, in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and,  in  1808,  when  Mn 
Clinton  was  supporting  the  embargo  and  other  measures 
of  the  general  government,  in  the  senate  of  New-York, 
the  attacks  upon  him  by  the  Washington  Monitor,  a  paper 
edited  by  Mr.  Colvin^a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Madison^ 
and  other  republican,  papers  directly  under  his  control; 
and  hence,  the  Martling  men  and  Lewisites  in  New- York 
ailer  they  denounced  Mr.  Clinton,  and  while  they  were 
as  respected  the  great  republican  party  in  the  state,  liter- 
ally a  faction,  were  the  peculiar  favorites  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  the  special  objects  of  its  bounty.  This  policy 
of  the  general  government  had  been  sanctioned  and  se- 
cretly encouraged  by  governor  Tompkins,  but  it  vmn  now 
his  turn  to  encounter  the  same  policy  exerted  towards 
himself. 

In  illustration  of  this  remark  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  that 
Solomon  Southwick,  who  had  for  years  abused  the  national 
administration  and  the  Virginia  dynasty;  who  had  boiste- 
rously opposed,  in  1812,  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison; 
and  who  had  most  bitterly  attacked  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Spencer,  and  other  distinguished  republicans  of  New- 
York,  was  now  a  successful  applicant  for  an  appointment 
by  the  general  government. 

It  is  true,  that  after  the  news  of  peace,  in  the  winter  of 
1816,  he  came  out,  in  the  Albany  Register,  in  favor  of  the 
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rq>ttbUcan  party,  and  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Tompkins;  a« 
governor;  but  those  who  recollected  hk  severe  and  con- 
tinued animadversions  in-  that  paper,  for  three  years  prece- 
dmg)  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  accord  implicit  credit 
to>  hb  sincerity. 

The  office  of  post-master,  at  Albany,  had  become  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Peter  P.  Dox,  in  the  fall  of  1816, 
and  Mr.  Southwick  was  an  applicant  for  that  s^ppointment. 
It  is  true  he  was  recommended  by  a  respectable  meeting, 
principally  of  republicans,  in  Albany,  at  which  George 
Merchant  was  chairman,  and  Charles  £.  Dudley  secretary; 
but  it  was  well  understood  that  the  meeting  was  got  up 
principally  through  the  influence  of  the  creditors  of  Mr. 
Southwick,  in  the  hope,  if  he  should  b^  appointed  to  a 
lucrative  office,  that  peradventure  they  might  realize  a 
portion,  or  the  whole,  of  the  debts  he  owed  them« 

Mr.  Southwick  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Monroe  for  presi- 
dent, and  he  was  eventually  appointed  post-master  at  Al-> 
baiiy. 

At  thi^  time  the  selection  of  the  presidential  candidate 
was  made  by  a  caucus  of  republican  members  of  congress. 
This  was  then  the  common  law  of  the  democratic  party. 
The  fourteenth  congress  convened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
December.  As  I  happened  to  be  a  member  of  that  con- 
gress I  can  speak  with  some  confidence  in  relation  to  the 
manceuvrings  which  occurred,  prior  to  the  congressional 
caucus.  When  the  members  from  this  state  arrived  in 
Washington,  it  was  found  that  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  the 
republicans,  (and  they  were  the  only  persons  who  claimed 
tlie  right  to  interfipre  in  the  selection  of  a  presidential  can- 
didate,) were  for  Gov.  Tompkins,  if  it  should  be  found 
that  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  procuring  his 
nomination;  but  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  could  not 
be  effected.  The  New-England  states  were  all  represented 
by  federalists,  with  the  exception  of  three  republican 
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A^mb^t^  frdih  iii^t  ^ki^  of  Mtu»^btf«krfMI  iftMk  wem  tw^ 
stittitrt  fhe  ittdte  df  Maine.  Thfe  tiiiijority  of  tlie  repuMl- 
ciaii  members  ir^re  from  tbe  tiotitb^  a!f8  tfaei^  Hfrtrt  atl  i»)is- 
pbsed  tb  the  nottimfttioh  bf  tbmjOdiiii;  Their  tmdiimk 
objection  was^  that  he  had  never  been  in  the  iStenrice  df  the 
nktioh^  and  therefbre^  tiieir  eontftitnefltB  knew  Kttk  or 
AbiKlfag  of  him.  It  was  m  vahi  that  we  iirged  his  tfaerllt 
tk  gbvehior  of  Nciiir-Ydrk,  during  tfie  late  wari*  "  1  hkf4 
aB  dbubl,"  HM  a  member  from  NorA  Carolina  tb  m^) 
^  thii  Mr.  Tompkin^  is  a  good  governor.  We,  dlso^  hatd 
i  gdod  ^bvtoidr  b  Kbrth  Carolina^  but  we  dt>  not,  dh  th^ 
IbcdtiDit^  expect  yoil  to  ^uppbrt  him  for  the  bffice  at  jiTrett^ 
iVAi.^  It;  t^as  difficult  tb  answer  this  objection,  althottg|li 
ttik  oiAj  reason  wh]^  Govi  Tompkins  had  not  beett  in  ttati 
ibrHbe  bf  the  i^ation,  was  his  refusal  to  accept  the  oA6li 
of  secretary  6f  state,  Solely  for  the  reason  that  he  cbvM 
TtiAik  Mote  li^rvice  to  the  nation  as  govehibr  thdai  he 
c\MA  ab  Secretary  of  state. 

I  regret  to  say,  that  those  who  manifested  sm  inclin^AMrf 
fb  iihi^t^bft^  in  caucus^  Gov.  Tompkins,  mAy  Ik  dei%aited 
hf  geographical  lines.  His  friends  were  to  he  f&uUd  if 
NeW-York,  New-Jersey,  some  in  Pennsylvania,  Mtxie  it 
Kentucky,  ^ome  in  Ohio,  and  some  ill  Matylandj  bnt  i^ 
a  Single  supporter  of  Tompkins  couTd  bfe  fbund  soath  6f 
the  Potomac.  What  Was,  what  hj  notwithstanding  whU 
ha^  lately  takeii  place,  tiie  inference  to  be  drawn^  by  tin 
northern  aspiranU  to  the  national  executive  chair^fi^aiS 
tins  fact  t  Of  those  repablrcan  titefsber^  from  Ma«aacih#- 
aetts,  two  were  fot  Mr.  Monroe,  atid  oVie^  (Col.  CciM^jt 
talented  and  enterprising  man,  Whd^  atthbugh  elected  fuMtt 
Maine,  was  an  Actual  re^dcnt  of  Albany,  he  having  ttiat^ 
ried  the  daughter  of  Isaac  DennisCbii^  ^^-7)  ^^  f^ 
Tompkins.  It  soon  became  evident  thit  TdmpkhMl  eooM 
not  be  nominated;  but,  before  this  Was  aadcrtaiderf^  attfl^ 
rate  by  those  bf  us  who  Were  strangers,  a  meethfg  WiliheM 

•  Mr.  Uwit  WilliMu. 
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}tf  tfee  New-Y6rk  delegation,  to  ascertain  eiifeh  othfers* 
Tiewa  floid  to  endeavor  to  agree  on  ulterior  measures. 

My  object,  kiid,  1  believe,  the  <ft)ject  of'  a  majority  of 
tb^  delegates,  Was,  in  case  we  sbdbld  become  satisfied  thai 
&fe  plrojcfct  of  nominating  Gov.  Tompldins  Was  hopeless, 
then  to  endeavoi*  to  procure  as  neafly  an  united  vote  of 
tH^  4tiU  as  possible,  fbt  AlViliiani  H.  Crawford,  at  (hat 
Itlfafe  si^cretary  of  war. 

'the  old  ih^mbets,  a^  fot  iii^nce,  O^n.  Porter,  Johii 
W.  Taylor,  and  Mr,  Irving  of  New-York,  were  extremely 
Vi^ary  and  eautiou^.  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  feW  of 
«S  had  hbp^s  of  ^dc^eding  with  Tompkiiis,  dnd  Oen. 
Porter  made  sdme  suggestions  fespiecting  the  chance  of 
success  by  holding  him  up  as  a  candidate  in  opposition  to' 
tiie  bailcus  noihiiiation;  and,  although  neither  he  nor  anjr 
6&t  i\^  Entertained  any  serious  view  of  taking  svtch  H 
6dursej  he  Appeared  desirous  to  direct  the  attention  of  tiie 
Ablegates  froih  the  tnie<  question,  which  was,  in  cas^ 
Tompkihis  wa^  given  up,  between  Crawford  and  Monroe. 
doMc  6ne  finally  observed,  that  the  latter  was  the  impo)^* 
knt,  And  in  reality,  the  only  question  to  be  decided.  This 
Bl^i^g  wiiis,  notwithstanding,  as  appeared  to  me,  much^ 
By  means  of  the  inlhience  of  Gen.  Porter,  John  W.  Tay- 
Vot  and  Ehos  T.  Throop,  broken  up  Without  any  exprea** 
Aon  of  opinion  as  between  Monroe  and  Crawford,  t 
Imew,  and  those  getitl^men  at  the  time  knew^  that  moff 
thftn  four  to  one  of  the  delegates  were  for  Crawford.  Mr. 
Ptertiet,  afthowgh  the  fact  was  not  then  gettisrally  knowii/ 
^i^  in  ftivor  of  Monroe,  and  he  was  unwilling  it  should 
Vt  at  that  juncture  j)ubli'cly  known  how  large  a  majoHty' 
8f  the  NfeW-Yof^k  delegj^tiori  was  for  Crawford^  being  ap^ 
(Ifebensive  of  it^  effects  on  the  members  of  congress  frotif 
Mer  ^tes.  Gen.  Porter  wad j  noH  long  stflery  appoltit<M 
dMkmi^^^fcn^r,  Unfdet  the  BHtish  treaty,  to  rm  the  bois^ 


410  POUTICAL    H16T011T  [181& 

dary  line,  betweea  the  United  States  and  the  prorinoe  of 
Canada. 

William  H.  Crawford  was  a  self-made  man.  He  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and,  by  his  parentage,  belonged  rather/> 
to  a  plebian  than  an  aristocratic  stock.  In  early  life  he 
emigrated  to  Georgia,  where  he  soon  distinguished  himself 
in  the  practice  of  hifs  profession,  which  was  that  of  the 
law.  He  rose  rapidly  in  the  estimation  of  the  citizens  of 
his  adopted  state,  and  very  soon  was  elected  one  of  the 
representatives  of  that  state,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States*  He  was  chosen  as  a  supporter  of  the  national  ad- 
mmistration,  but,  during  the  years  1811,  and  part  of  1812> 
he  became  dissatisfied  with  what  he  deemed  the  indecisive 
course  of  Mr.  Madison,  with  respect  to  the  difficulties  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain.  It  has  been  sud, 
and  probably  with  truth,  that  Mr.  Madison  was  at  all 
times  averse  to  a  war  with  the  British,  and  that  he  was 
ultimately  forced,  by  the  importunity  of  his  friends  and 
the  almost  unanimous  expression  of  the  opinion  of  his 
party,  to  recpmmend  a  declaration  of  war.  But,  be  that 
aa  it  may,  his  messages  were  certainly  of  an  equivocal 
character,  and  so  drawn  as  to  bear  different  constructions* 
Mr.  Crawford,  in  a  speech  in  the  senate,  complained  of 
this^  He  said,  ^^  The  messages  are  like  the  responses  of 
the  Delphic  oracle,''  (I  quote  from  memory,)  ^^  if  yon 
are  for  war  the  messages  are  for  war,  if  you  are  for 
peace  they  are  peace  messages."  Mr.  Crawford,  how- 
ever, was  soon  after  removed  from  the  senate,  by  ui 
appointment  as  American  minister  at  Paris.  It  was  sud 
that  one  reason  why  Mr.  Madison,  selected  Mr.  Crawford, 
was,  that  he  apprehended  opposition  from  him,  and  he 
vas  very  desirous,  at  that  crisis,  to  prevent  any  division 
among  his  southern  democratic  friends.  Mr.  Crawford 
acquitted  himself  creditably  at  the  court  of  France,  and, 
in  1815,  was  recalled  to  preside  over  the  war  department 
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He  was  possessed  of  a  vigorous  intellect,  strictly  honest 
and  honorable  in  his  political  conduct^  sternly  indepen- 
dent, and  of  great  decision  of  character.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Monroe,  though,  he  had  been  long  in  public 
life,  a  considerable  part  of  which  consisted  in  the  execu- 
tion of  diplomatic  agencies,  was^  speaking  of  him  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  not  distinguished  for  rigor 
of  intellect,  or  for  decision  of  character,  independence  of 
action,  or  indeed,  for  any  extraordbary  public  serrices. 
He  made  no  pretensions  to  distinction  as  a  writer,  or  elo- 
quence as  a  public  speaker.  He  seems  to  have  owed  his 
success  in  life  to  great  caution,  prudence,  and  deliberation 
m  every  thing  which  he  said  or  did. 

With  these  views  of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Crawford,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy of  the  nation  had  been  so  long  held  by  citizens  of 
Virginia,  and  ccmsidering  Gov.  Tompkins  out  of  the 
question,  a  large  majority  of  the  New- York  delegation 
was  rather  ardent  in  support  of.  Mr.  Crawford.  Gov. 
Tompkins  thought  unkindly  of  their  course.  He  thought 
they  had  too  readily  consented  to  give  him  up,  although 
it  was  well  known  that  Judge  Spencer,  whose  opinion  at 
that  time  had  great  influence  with  the  members,  decidedly 
preferred  Crawford  to  Tompkins;  yet^had  there  been  the 
least  prospect  of  his  nomination,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would,  in  good  faith,  have  supported  him  to  the  last. 
Mr.  Clinton  was  for  Mr.  Monroe.  This  fact  I  know : — 
Mr.  Van  Buren  took  no  decided  part  in  the  matter.*    In 

*  Ifr.  Van  Buren  wms  at  Waahington  in  the  earlf  put  of  the  sestion  of  oobf 
grtM.  I  asked  him  whom  we  ought  to  support  for  president!  He  repliedi  with  ap- 
parent indilTerencG,  '<  We  say  Tompkins,  ^cour»9f"  and  then  turned  the  convfr* 
sation  to  some  other  snbject.  This  conversation  took  place  in  presence  of  James 
Birdsal,  a  member  from  Chenango  county,  who,  after  Mr.  V.  B.  withdrew,  re- 
marked upon  his  coldness  of  manner. 

After  the  New- York  legislature  had  been  for  some  time  in  session,  in  the  winter 
of  1616^  (February  U,)  a  legislative  caucus  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved, 
tiMt  the  democratic  members  pf  congress  from  the  state  of  New-York  be  instructed 
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c<!^i^^dtiito  wttli  the  New-YbiA:  dele^ttoti,  tK^  ineriAeM 
ffom  K^D^-Jersey,part  df  the  Feftsylvftiiia  del^gfitioift,  Ci^K 
'C6hil«r  hath  Momehus^td,  pftrt  df  tHe  Meiilbef#  froM' 
OKio,  Ketftiidty,  TtiEtne^sefe  and  Ndttt  Cafoli^,  aiid  tKc^" 
wlidlef  6f  th^  Geor^tt  detegtttion^  were  fbf  Mif.  @rir0rfbi#. 
Wheti  congi^s  firsrt  asb^sibled,  cfa^  be«wefetl  Crawford  aiVf 
Mdnr6e,  t  Elite  tftdt  &  pa^tlde  <]f  ddnht^  ffiat  tt  Aaferiiy 
of  the  i^epttUlcatt  Kfefiibertf  wi^  fbii'  ftef  AMMcfr.  ^t  Hii 
caticui  Was  ptit  off  th>ih  fitete  td  tindev  «htif  Ae  fteMldIi' 
was  corisiderably  ^Vanced,  and  such  was  the  iiiflaeno«  ^ 
the  adminlsttafioii  on  its'dwn  friends,  or  fi^i^  otfter  eMU^i 
uhknowh  to  me,  when  the  grand  caucus  witt  held,  Mft 
Crawford  received  fifty-fdur  votes,  and  Mr.  Mdnirdci  shtty* 
five,  Who  Was  therefore  nominated  for  pre^idei^t;  Gofv. 
Tdn^klns  wits  nominated  for  vice-president  Of  fli^ 
members  froiii  New- York,  I  believe,  that  Messrs.  Irvingy 
Throop  aiid  Birdseye,  were  the  only  ones  Who  voted  {^t 
Monroe.  Mt.  Taylor  was  believed  to  have  Voted  fttf  lakdkf 
but  he  has  siih^e  told  me  he  did  not  Oen.  Porter  bad 
resigned  his  seat,  having  received  the  appointment  I  have 
mentioned.  Mr.  Clay  was  for  Mr.  Mcmroe.  [Jfo40  E.} 
The  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  meeting  ©f  the  Kew- 
York  legislature,was  Tuesday  the  80th  of  Januairy^  On  i\M 
day  quite  a  suf&ciait  number  of  the  members  €lect  were  in 
Albany,  but  as  sevei^l  of  them  did  not  arrive  that  day,  d^ 
as  there  were  more  federalists  than  republican^  absent,  the 
former  did  not  attend  the  first  day,  and  there  being  n6 
quorum,  the  republican  members  who  were  in  attendafnee, 
adjourned  until  the  day  following.     On  Wednesday,  one 

to  sopport  OoY.  Tompkins  for  presiijlent.  This  resolotion  could  b&rdlf  have  been 
passed,  coDsidertDi;  tho  known  seal  of  Judge  Spencer  for  Mr.  Crawford,  bad  tun 
Mr.  Van  Baren  earnestly  supported  it.  But,  at  that  late  day,  so  sagacious  a  poU- 
tieian  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  must  bave  perceived  that  if  the  New-Torlc  delegatiOB, 
instead  of  supporting  Crawfardy  should  sopport  Tompkins,  the  nomination  tif 
Monroe  would  be  rendered  certain,  and,  of  course,  both  Crawford  and  Tompkidt 
would  be  defeated.  If,  at  Albany,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  ardent  in  the  support  of 
Tompkins,  at  Washington,  to  say  the  least,  he  #as  pikilosphicaitf  calm  asd  cod 
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lyundred  and  twenty  membens  ^pfsaped,  i^rhen  Papiel 
Cruger  of  Steub«n  county  was  cbQ3en  speaker,  aga^at  J. 
JR.  Vw  Rensaelaer^  by  a  wa^rity  pf  p|ie  YQte,and  Aaron 
CJark  WIM5  ^Ipct^d  clej;k  by  a  vote  pf  aixty-two  to  fifty- 
joiM.  ThsxB  ifaa  m^  bl^k  vote  cast*  Showing  tbat 
^tjbexe  WW  tb^n  in  ;».tteiidance  pne  bundred  and  twenty- 
three  members,  for  as  there  was  no  tie  the  speaker  did  not 
.i^pte.  The  seat?  of  the  i:emaining  three  members  were 
rs^^t  by  reason  of  sickness  or  death. 

Mr.  WilJU^m  A.  Ouer,  a  federal  member  from  Dutchefs, 
pj^gptedia^^y  on  the  election  of  iSpeakf^^  prieseated  jthe  pe- 
^pn  of  Henry  Fellows  .pf  Qnj;ario  cowty,  elaimii^  a  r^t 
.^  ase^  in  the  ho^se  as  a.piemher  ^eqted  frpfg  Ontatuo 
ppi^nty,  .^1  the  place  pf  Peter  Allen^  to  whom  th^  .petition^ 
dr  alleiged  a  certificate  bad  been  improperly  granted  Jby 
^  clerk  of  that  county. 

The  case  conjtaiiied  in  the  dpcupient  presented  by  M^* 
Puer  was;  as  afterwards  by  the  unanimous  x^eport  of  the 
committee  pn  elections,  in  substance  as  follows:! — 

Henry  Fellows  was  one  of  the  federal  <»ndidates'far  a 
i^eipber  ,of  the  assembly  from  the  cpuQty  of  Ontario,  at 
the  last  aiinjaal  election,  and  Peter  AUen  was  the  icandi- 
^te  pf  the  republican  ,p^rty,jit  the  saine  election,  and  Jie- 
ceiyed  agreater  nu^Jber  of  votes  than  any  pf  the  repuh- 
4i^a,n  .candi#t€;s.  A^o^^mg  the  votes  given  to  Mr.  Fellows 
,w/^e  forty ?nipe  yote^  fifom  the  town  of  Penningtpn,  which 
VPtes  were  printed  b^ots,  wiM^  the  mame  ,of  JSfiJfi^  Fel- 
Jiowis  ^erepn.  These  votes,  when  a4ded  \oKike  residue  pf 
the  votes  given  him  in  the. county,  a^o^nted  to  three  thou- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five*  Mr.  Allen  received 
three  thousand  sax  hundred  and  ninety-five  votes  only, 
which  wouM  have  given  Fellows  a  majority  of  thirty. 
The  mspedors  .of  election  for  the  town  of  Pennington 
Aled  a  copy  of  their  certificate  pf  the  qanvass,  with  Ihe 
.tawn  cl«c]^y^4  in  thatcerjtA^cate  the  jpaine  pf  A«iry  F/tl- 
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lows  was  written  at  foil  length,  but  in  the  duplicate  sent 
by  the  inspectors  to  the  county  clerk,  Mr.  F.'s  name  was 
written  ^^  Hen,  Fellows. ^^  The  county  clerk  rejected  these 
forty-nme  votes  which  gave  Allen  nineteen  majority,  and 
therefore  he  certified  that  Allen  was  duly  elected.  It  was 
by  virtue  of  a  certificate  given  under  these  circumstances, 
that  Mr.  Allen  claimed  his  seat 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  as  there  actually  were  but  oHe 
hundred  and  twenty-three  members,  while  Allen  retained 
his  seat  the  republicans  had  sixty-two  members  and 
the  federalists  sixty-one,  the  moment  Fellows  should 
obtain  the  seat  of  Allen,  then  the  federalists  would  have 
sixty-two  members,  and  the  republicans  including  the 
speaker,  would  have  but  sixty-one.  The  great  strug- 
gle on  the  part  of  the  federialists,  was  to  have  this 
question  decided  before  the  council  of  appointment  was 
chosen,  while  the  republicans  were  anxious  to  put  it  off 
until  they  could  secure  this  spoil  distributing  machine; 
both  parties  knowing  that  eventually  the  seat  must  be  given 
to  Mr.  Fellows. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  and  strongly  illustrative  of  the  im* 
portant  duty  which  devolves  on  every  elector  at  the  polls, 
that  this  state  of  things  was  produced  by  one  vote  in  the 
the  ballot-box,  given  in  the  county  of  Otsego:  There 
were  two  classes  of  candidates  voted  for  in  that  county  at 
the  preceding  election;  and  out  of  five  members  to  be 
chosen  only  one  federalist  was  elected,  and  that  one  was 
Doct.  William  Campbell,  the  latft surveyor  general.  Upon 
canvassing  the  votes,  it  was  found  that  Doct.  Campbell, 
being  a  popular  as  well  as  a  very  worthy  man,  ran  higher 
than  any  of  the  other  federal  candidates,  and  received  one 
vote  more  than  the  lowest  republican  candidate.  Thus  if 
the  inspectors  of  Pennington,  and  clerk  of  Ontario  coun- 
ty had  done  their  duty,  one  vote  in  the  ballot  box  would 
have  cx>ntrolled  the  whole  patronage  of  the  great  state  of 
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STcw-York  for  the  ensuing  year.  Are  the  important  con- 
sequences which  may  result  from  one  vote  duly  consider^ 
ed  at  bur  popular  electionst — ^I  fear  not. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  this  petition,  Mr.  John  H. 
Beech  of  Cayuga,  a  republican  member,  moved  that  the 
reading  of  the  petition  and  documents  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  Mr.  Duer  objected  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order.  The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  was  ih 
order.  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  another  member  from 
Dutchess,  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker. 
On  the  decision  of  this  question,  the  ayes  and  noes  were 
called  for,  and  the  clerk  was  proceedmg  to  call  the  names 
of  the  members,  when  Mr.  Duer  made  a  motion  that  the 
name  of  Peter  Allen  be  omitted  in  calling  the  roll,  on  the 
ground  thiat  he  was  collaterally  interested  in  the  question. 
Hxe  speaker  decided  that  this  last  motion  of  Mr.  Duer 
was  not  in  order,  from  which  decision  an  appeal  was 
taken. '  The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  on  this  new  ques- 
tion of  order  and  it  was  objected  that  Peter  Allen  had  not 
a  right  to  vote  on  this  question  of  order,  the  speaker  de- 
cided he  had  such  right;  from  which  last  decision  there 
was  an  appeal.     The  house  then  adjourned. 

It  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  in  this  way  there  could  be  no 
end  to  the  contest,  for  every  time  a  new  question  arose,  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  taken,  as  to 
the  right  of  Peter  Allen  to  vote,  and  a  new  question 
was  presented  as  to  his  right  to  vote  upon  the  question, 
which  a  moment  before  was  itself  the  new  question. 

On  Thursday  morning  both  parties  seemed  inclined  to 
a  truce,  or  rather  a  suspension  of  hostilities  long  enough 
for  time  to  breathe  a  little.  They  therefore  proceeded 
organize  the  house  by  the  appointment  of  a  doorkeeper, 
sergeant-at-arms,  &c.  and  they  sent  messages  to  the  go- 
vernor and  senate,  informing  them  that  the  bouse  was  or- 
ganized. The  governor  returned  for  answer,- that  he  would 
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j;i|i^^e  pvp  howes-^lt  th$  afi^ejoably  ch*mto»  op  Ji^e  WH^ 
#7^  »pd  tl^w  ^  bpH^e  ^djourjiecl. 

On  Friday,  the  8i}d  .of  Fehr^Wfy,  tHe  governor  ^ej^v^ 
fd  his  6pe.eoli,  ai]ter  ii^hiph  t|^  )i.ou9e  a4joifn;i«fd  }ij^^  Sbt 
Uix<|ay  iftormpg. 

On  that  n^ornii^  tl^e  cpi^^e3t  :iFa9  ^gain  rjene^^d. 

CoL  Leayiej^worth^iiofci  Del^^are  conn^y  &£f^tl($(imi 
y^lko  Kli^tingujs^ed  hjoisdf  ^  an  officer  ^n  jkhe  1^^  jf^f/fj 
iOSTerc^  »  rJ^ol^tion^  that  thje  ^^  ho\t$e  Trill  i|pimediii|i|t^)^ 
pn^<;e(3d  to  mi^iiiate  and  ;»ppoju|;iit  a  cpuncU  of  jj^pf^ 
jqaept,'' 

W^en  thJisTjesoIut^on  was  offe^red,  Mr.  I^y^h  ^fi^^^ 
4:^o]tttio^  that  tjhe  ^esolutic«n  to  qhooae  a  Qanncil  Sff  V 
pointment  ,|t)e  postponed  until  aAer  a  de<;i«^B  qf  t)^ 
dght  of  Peter  Allen  to  a  s^t  in  the  houi9^.  T)^  KKfffl^ 
^deoided  st^jt  Idr.  Lynch's  motion  was  not  ip.  .pT^^i:^^^^ 
4eci(sion  wa$  confinned  by  the  hojtis^. 

jp^r.  Oakley  th^  laoved  to  amend  the  r.^oJlution  q^(^ 
by  Col^  LeayenwQithjby  striking  put  the  iirord  ^^  immedjij||ljfB- 
)^"^d  inserting  ^'  qn  Wednesday  next,  and  tl^at  jgs.  t^ 
m^  .time  t)^e  houae  would  consider  the  ngl^t  of  Petfir 
Allen  to  his  seat."  On  tl^i^  question  the  ayes  ^d  Jl^ 
were  ordered;  sfnd  thc^reupon  Mr.  Jay  made. a  motion  fhat 
Peter  Allen  be  e^cclu^ed  from  yotii^g  on  th,e  i^mem4m(n^ 
offered  by  Mr.  Oakley.  The  speaker  deoided  that  Mj^* 
Jay's  motion  was  not  in  order,  and  Mr.  Jay  ann^fyj* 
Before  dc^cidipg  the  question  pn  Uiis  appeal,  tljie  ho9|se  jy| 
journe,d  till  Moiiday. 

On  li^ojiday^  which  was  thje  sixth  day  pf  the  iK^Qp>  the 
^p,use  met,  land  forthwith  the  contest  was  renewed.  Jj/if. 
Duer  moved  that  Peter  Allen  shpuld  not  be  allp;ir^d  ,tp 
,TSQpd  ,Qn  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Qakley.  The  speaker  dfeci^ 
jth^t  Mr.  p.'s  OQiotiqn  was 9ot  ^n  order,and  frpm  thjit^deiQi- 
;^JLon  he  appealed.  The  ayes.^d.  noes  bebg  taken,  .the  .^ 
s^lt  .yf^  sixty-po^e  votes  against  the  decision  of  the  ^p^* 
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«fV  Mad  flx^^me  votes  inclnduig  the  vote  of  Mr.  Allen, 
far  stntaiBiag  it.  The  speaker  of  oourae  voted  is  iiiTgr 
#1  Im  omi  decision,  and  declared  the  appeal  to  be  lost. 

The  question  in  variotts  forms  was  presented  of  ds 
light  of  Peter  Allen  to  TOt»  OA  a  quesliosi  affbeting  hb 
fight  to  a  teaty  asdoB  his  rtgbt  to  vote  on  queations  affod- 
ing  }fn  right  to  vote  on  those  queation%  and  always  ended 
with  the  same  results.  Peter  Allm  did  vote,  vid  I^  such 
vole  the  house  was  equally  divided,  in  al)  vhioh  eases  the 
^decision  of  the  question  was  of  oourse  made  by  the  easliog 
vote  of  the  speaker. 

fiventnally  the  resolution  of  Col.  Leavenworth^  to  pro- 
oeed  imnedsslf^  to  the  choice  of  a  council  of  appoiiit 
SBcnt,  was  adopted  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker. 
Thehouse  then,  before  any  adjournment,  prooeeded  to  eleet 
a  council  of  appointment.  The  result  was  as  fellows>^ 
BariuB  Crosby,  sixty-three;  William  Ross,  sixty-one; 
Farley  Kejres,  sixty-one;  Archibald  S.  Clark,  sixty-two; 
flaavael  Verbryok,  forty^^ven;  Abraham  Van  Vechtfln, 
sixty-one;  Gkrrit  Wendell,  sixty-one;  Henry  Seymour, 
«grty*one. 

DwQ  of  the  fourfiret  mentioned  gentlemen  were  elected 
(Mr*  Ross  and  Mr.  Eeyes,)  by  the  easting  vote  of  the 
speaker,  and  the  vote  of  Peter  Alien. 

Gn  the  nemt  day  after  the  council  of  appoiateent  was 
ehQai«ii  the  oomsdktee  of  eleetions  reported,  on  the  peli* 
tioA  ^  Mr.  Fellows^  the  facts  Z  have  stated,  and  unam- 
mously  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  Pe- 
ter AJlen  was  aot  entitled  to  a  seat  in  that  house,  and  that 
iMh  seat  of  right  belonged  to  Henry  Fellowsii 

On  the  q^ieetion  of  agreeing  to  the  report|  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  called,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  mem- 
beps  v^ked  in  the  affinnativoi  and  one  imlyi  (|fr.  Ganson 
oC  QeiBiesee)  in  th^  negative. 

«7 
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Since  all  interest  in  these  proceedings  have  subsided,  I 
trust  Tery  few  men  can  be  found  who  will  justify  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  republican  part  of  this  house  of  as- 
sembly. 

As  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Allen  to  a  seat  there  could  not  be 
two  opinions.  It  was  a  palpable  case  of  error  in  the  re- 
turning officer.  The  Cleric  of  Ontario  county  musi  hare 
been  stupid,  to  a  degree  approaching  to  idiocy,  or  he  must 
have  acted  corruptly  and  fraudulently;  and  this  view  of 
his  conduct  must  have  been  taken  by  every  man  of  common 
sense  in  the  assembly. 

Again,  Allen  had  a  direct  interest  in  retaining  a  seat  in 
the  house,  and  no  member  can  vote  on  a  question  in  wfaidi 
he  is  interested,  and  yet  Peter  Allen  was  allowed  to  vote 
on  questions  distinctly  affecting  his  continuance  in  that 
house  as  a  member. 

The  result  is  that  the  council  of  appointment,  chosen 
by  the  vote  of  Peter  Alien,  had  no  moral  right  to  exerdse 
thefunctions  of  their  office,  procured  by  a  species  of  le- 
gislative pettifogging  and  barefaced  trickery. 

The  council  of  appointment  which  had  been  created 
after  this  severe  contest,  had  very  little  to  do.  Few  of- 
fices were  or  became  vacant,  and  the  incumbents  were  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  political  friends  of  the  council.  Oen. 
Porter  resigned  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  and  Robert 
Tillotson,  a  very  worthy  and  accomplished  man,  the  wa 
of  the  late  secretary  Doct.  Tillotson,  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  republican  party,  then  in  Alba- 
ny, gave  Allen  a  dinner,  which  I  believe  was  all  he  ever 
received  for  the  shameful  prostitution  of  himself  for  party 
purposes. 

The  governor's  speech  was  principally  occupied  in  re- 
marks relating  to  the  war.  He  did  not  submit  any  fe- 
cial recommendations  cm  any  subject  of  importance.    In 
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relation  to  the  contemplated  Erie  canal,  which  now  began 
to  excite  universal  attention,  he  merely  said, 

^^  It  will  rest  with  the  legislature,  whether  the  prospect 
of  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  with  those  of  the 
Western  Lakes  and  of  Champlain,  is  not  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  demand  the  appropriation  of  some  part  of  the  re- 
yenuw  of  the  stale  to  its  accomplishment,  without  impo* 
mng  too  great  a  burthen  upon  our  constituents.  The  first 
route  being  an  object  common  with  the  states  of  the  west, 
we  may  rely  on  their  zealous  co-6peration  in  any  judicious 
plan  that  can  perfect  the  water  communication  in  that  di- 
rection. ,  As  it  relates  to  the  connecting  the  waters  of  the 
Hudson  with  those  of  Lake  Champlain,  we  may  with 
equal  confidence,  count  on  the  same  spirited  exertions  of 
the  patriotic  and  enterprising  state  of  Vermont.'' 

From  the  above  extract,  it  will  be  perceived  that  he  was 
far  from  being  willing  to  commit  himself  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  His  words  are  measured  with  great  care.  In* 
deed,  his  allusion  to  the^  "  imposing  too  great  a  burden 
on  our  (their)  constituents,''  seems  tome  evidently  thrown 
in  for  the  purpose  of  creatii^  alarm. 

After  the  controversy  in  relation  to  Allen,  no  serious 
collisions  took  place  between  the  federal  and  republican 
parties,  during  the  remainder  oJf  the  session,  but  the 
foundation  for  very  fierce  and  lasting  animosities  between 
different  sections  of  the  democratic  party  was  shortly  af- 
terwards laid,  or  rather  a  foundation  for  such  collisions 
having  previously  been  laid,  the  consequences  of  such 
collisions  began  now  to  be  exhibited. 

We  have  seen  Judge  Spencer,  whose  tpwering  influence 
in  the  democratic  party  had  long  been  felt  throughout  the 
state,  and  especially  in  the  legislature, — an  influence,which 
in  public  estimation,  received  an  immense  increase  by  the 
prostration  of  De  Witt  Clinton^^ — ^r^cently,  and  no  doubt 
unexpectedly  to.  him,  as  well  as  i^ost  of  the.  lookers 
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on,  defeated,  m  his  favorite  vie'vrs  lA  i^latSoit  i6  iin 
United  Statefi  senator,  and  perhaps  ^e  lliay  add  in  r^dbn 
'  to  the  appoihtment  of  an  attorhey  general.  Tbe  deceased 
Mr.  Hildteth,  who,  ^^hile  th^  democratic  party  had  tlie 
i[)0\(rer  of  ^ohtrollittg  thalt  apjiointinent',  held  that  oiflSce 
tintil  his  death,  considered,  and  perUkpk  truly,  that  he  t^ 
ceiV^d  t!he  ap'poiiitment  thrdngh  the  Influence  of  bis^end| 
thfe  jndge;  and  it  could  not  hare  been  a  Tery  pleairingte- 
fieCtion  to  Mr.  Speiicet,  that  the  office,  S^^  noV  pOs^e^d 
by  a  inan  who  obtained  it  not  only  i^ithout  bis  aid,  Mit 
against  his  Irishes.  The  incnihb^tlt  of  that  office  in  tdit* 
nejtibh  wi&  Got.  Tompkins,  had  had  the  addre^  to 
thwart  his  most  cherished  hopes  of  placing  a  man,  in 
l^hbm,  above  all  others,  he  confided,  it  the  senate  of  He 
United  States;  and  what,  perhaps,  was  still  more  painfol, 
the  contest  in  relation  to  the  matter  bad  afforded  a  demon- 
stiratfon  that  he  could  be  beateh. 

So  great  is  the  change  in  the  working  of  our  sy^^m  6i 
gbvei'nment,  since  the  abblitioii  bf  the  Cotmcil  of  appoint- 
tii^'ilt,  atod  the  electioii  by  the  people  of  most  of  (hose  of* 
ficers  who  were  created  by  that  braiiCh  of  the  teectitite 
government,  that  if  it  be  not  now,  it  \dll  hcreaftbr  be  al- 
mbst  iihacconntable  how  an  individnsLl^  not  bffidatly  ctfA- 
iiected  with  either  the  legislative  or  esrecutive  deptifttntslkt 
of  gbvehiment,  couid  have  acquired,  akid  fbr  ^  long  a 
ttnk,  held  so  much  influence  as  Judge  Spehcer  did  te  the 
Watie.    I  will  endeavor  to  explain  it. 

Uy  reiiders  will  bekr  in  mind,  that  all  dlicei^,inttKkdta(g 
sheriffs,  clerks  of  counties  and  justf  ced  bf  tbe  ^eace,  iirtie 
appointed  by  the  council  at  Albany.  The  appoiAtj^nt 
of  justices  conferhed  a  more  effectual  nielains  0ti  the  centk^ 
power,  of  Influencing  the  mass  of  cbmmunity,  than  all  the 
other  patronage  within  the  gift  of  the  government.  TOe 
control  over  these  officers  carried  the  influence  of  ttie  cen- 
tral power  into  ev6ry  town  and  ev«tt  the  most  obaelll% 
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i^f^bprjtiood  in  the  state.  A  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  takes  up  bis  residence  in  Albany ^  under  tbe  old  cir- 
cuit system  bis  official  duties,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
yearS|  c^ried  him  into  every  county  in  the  state^  ^nd  pre- 
sented bim  in  an  attitude  most  favorable  to  the  people  of 
the  respective  counties.  Four  times  a  year  mapy  of  the 
lawyers^  from  various  parts  of  the  state,  were  required  to. 
aittend  the  supreme  court  at  bar.  Would  it  be  difficult 
for  a  judge  to  form  an  intimate  and  friendly  acquaintance 
with  some  citizen  of  each  county,  perhaps  a  lawyer,  wit|^ 
whom  he  could  communicate,  especially  whep  such  law- 
yer ascertained  that  by  this  intercourse  he  could,  through 
the  influence  of  the  judge,  procure  appointments  for  his 
friends,  and  in  that  way  increase  his  influence  and  impor- 
tance at  home.  The  people,  say  for  instance,  of  Or^ge 
county,  find  that  the  recommendations  to  oflUce,  if  given 
by  Mr.  B.,  are  sure  to  be  successful.  If  two.men,  (C.  and 
D.^)  of  the  town  of  Warwick  are  candidates  for  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Mr.  B.  writes  to  the  judge  in 
behalf  of  C,  and  he  is  apppinted  in  preference  to  D.,  Mr 
B.,by  such  operations  in  several  other  towns  in  the  county, 
will  soon  be  found  to  be  an  influential  man  in  the  county 
of  Orange;  ^d  whep  members  of  assefiibly  or  a  member 
of  congress  are  to  be  nominated,  by  a  county  caucus^ 
who^  advice  is  so  likely  to  be  followed  as  Mr.  B.'s  1 
On  the  other  hand,  B.  knows  that  his  power  depends  upon 
sustaining  the  influence  and  power  of  his  patron  at  the 
■eat  of  government.  Hence,  he  will  endeavor  that  the 
iissemblymen  and  senators,  when  they  arrive  at  Albanyi 
shall  listen  to,  and  fellow  the  advice  of  the  man  through 
whojn  be  derives  a  considerable  portion  of  his  consequence. 
It  cannot  fail  of  being  perceived  that  the  tendency  of  this 
piiooess  is  to  increase  the  political  power  of  B.  in  the 
county ,  of  Orange,  while  that  very  increase  adds  to  the 
power  of  the  judge  stationed  at  the  capitol.    Now  we  wiU 
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suppose  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court'  to  possess  some 
such  confidential  friend^  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  principal 
counties  in  the  state,  producing  the  same  results  as  I  hare 
supposed  to  have  been  produced  in  the  county  of  Orange. 
Will  not  these  petty  regents  in  the  different  counties 
create  in  their  patron  a  grand  regent  at  the  capitol  1  By 
some  such  means,  Judge  Spencer  acquired  and  possessed 
great  power  in  creating  yearly  the  appointing  power,  and 
the  ability  to  create  generally  carries  with  it  the  ability  to 
control  the  thing  created.  Judge  Spencer  was,  and  is 
truly,  a  great  man,  but  he  was  not  only  fond  of  power  but 
fond  of  exercising  it.  He  was  industrious,  bold,  enterpri- 
sing and  persevering.  To  these  qualities  it  may  be  added^ 
that  he  was  a  man  of  a  commanding  intellect,  and  one  of 
the  ablest  judges,  if  not  the  ablest  judge,  in  the  United 
States.  A  high  and  enviable  reputation  as  a  jurist  was 
accorded  to  him,  as  well  by  opponents  as  firiends,  and 
irom  his  judicial  station  he  could  not  be  removed,  let  par- 
ties change  and  fluctuate  as  they  might. 

The  political  power  of  Judge  Spencer  was  at  its  zenith 
from  1813  to  1815.  In  1816  the  popularity  of  Gov. 
Tompkins,  and  the  talents,  smooth  and  fascinating  address, 
and  management  of  Martin  Tan  Baren,and  their  constant 
intercourse  with  the  members  of  the  lejgislature,  enabled 
them  to  gain  an  influence  in  that  body  which  the  Judge 
became  apprehensive  would  curtail,  if  not  prostrate,  his 
own,  and  he  therefore  deemed  it  desirable  to  call  in  some 
further  aid.  There  was  no  man  who  could  balance  and 
neutralize  the  influence  of  Tompkins  and  Van  Buren  so 
effectually  as  De  Witt  Clinton,  could  he  be  restored  to  the 
confidence  of  the  ruling  party.     But  could  he  be  restored  ? 

Judge  Spencer  had  taken  a  most  active  and  efficient 
part  in  destroying  that  confidence.  In  saying  this,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  many  parts  of  the  political  conduct  of 
Mr.  Clmton  had  not  merited  the  animadversions  of  Judge 


I^encer,  or  any  other  honest  man  attached  to  the  republic 
ean  interest.  But,  could  Judge  Spencer,  who  had  been 
nnreseryed  in  his  denunciations  to  his  republican  friends, 
go  to  those  very  friends  and  urge  the  restoration  to  their 
confidence  and  support  the  man  he  had  denounced  1  and, 
if  he  could  bring  himself  to  attempt  it,  could  he  hope  for 
success  in  the  attempt  1  Would  not  his  own  w<Mrds  be 
retorted  upon  him  1  A  less  enterprising,  a  less  daring 
mind  than  Judge  Spencer's,  would  surely  have  been  de-« 
terred  from  such  an  undertaking.  But  he  did,  nererthe* 
less,  undertake  it,  and  what  is  more  wonderful,  his  efforts 
were  successful.  I  must  not  be  understood  as  intending 
to  represent,  or  eren  insinuate,  that  Judge  Spencer,  on 
this  or  any  other  occasion,  yielded  his  assent  to  any  mea- 
sure, or  the  support  of  any  man,  when  he  beliered,  or 
suspected,  that  such  assent  would  prejudice  substantially 
the  great  interests  of  the  public.  Far  from  it.  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe  him  to  have  been  honest  and  patriotic 
in  his  views;  but  I  believe  he  looked  on  these  matters  as 
mere  personal  questions,  and  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
pursue  a  course  calculated  to  advance  his  own  views  and 
interest,  when  that  interest  was  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  good. 

Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Clinton,  most  of  his  republican 
friends,  who  at  this  time  adhered  to  him,  rather  injured 
than  aided  him.  With  the  exception  of  T.  A.  Emmett, 
who  really  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  party  politician, 
and  S.  Miller  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken,  and  P. 
C.  Van  Wyck,  who  vras  a  man  of  fine  talents,*  Mr. 
Clinton's  New-Tork  supporters  were  generally  men  of 
broken  down  fortunes,  and  appeared  to  do  little  else  than 
laud  the  man  they  had  selected  for  their  patron.  Several 
of  the  lobby  agents  for  the  Bank  of  America,  and 
some  of  the  republican  members  of  the  N.  Y.  legisla* 

*  A  few  words  eoBtained  ia  tb6  firtt  •dition  tat  here  omitted,  as  tbey  kaTe  been 
supposed  to  imply  an  imputation  against  Mr.  Van  Wf  ck,  not  intended  by  t  lie  n  •«*  hr»r 


tim,  ^o  tided  in  ehaarterbig  (hat  iaatitiitioiii  tUmU  ^ 
be  the  etpecsial  firwoda  of  Uu  Clmion*  Some  of  thm^ 
B0  doubti  findiiig  tkat  diqr  had  hMt  their  atandiag  aad 
nqmiaftioiii  proieflaed  the  moat  ardant  regard  for  Mt^  Clm^ 
tatty  in  thehope  that.their  uapopiiladtty  waidd  be  impttled 
to  the  aaj^ort  of  an  uaauceeaafiil  political  laatAeK,  rathop 
Ihan  lo  their  own  aaiaoandoct.  AH  thcae  ami  wero  load 
in  ihair  praises  of  Mr.  Clinton^  especially  in  hia  praaenoa; 
and  unluckily^  in  eoflAmon  with  many  odier  greai  men|  ha 
waa  rather  too  well  pleaaed  to  hear  his  own  pimiMa 
ahamited^  wilfaout  much  scrutiny  into  the  chaiaotara  or 
mar&ta  of  the  pqaers.  In  the  re-union  with  him,  oonlotti* 
plated  by  Judge  Spencer,  the  latter,  therefore,  had  erery* 
thing  to  lose  and  but  little  to  gaio^  while  Mr.  ClintOBi 
pditieally^  had  really  nothing  to  lose  and  every  thing  to 


▲  aircumstanoe  oceurced  shortly  before  the  meeting  of 
the  lagislatate,  that  put  Mr.  Clinton  directly  in  conunum* 
aatioB  with  tta  mcsaben.  A  great  and  highly  reapeotabb 
■neting  of  the  citizens  of  New-York  was  heM,  at  whkh 
William  Bayard  presided,  and  John  Ptntard  was  secretasg^ 
when  spirited  resolutions  were  adopted  in  fator  of  ^sm- 
structing  the  Erie  and  Cbamplain  canals,  and  an  able  mo* 
morial  to  the  legislatwte  waa  drawn  up  1^  Mr.  Cltnttm,  m 
the  name  of  the  meeting.  As  the  agent  of  thia  maetiAg, 
and  as  canal  commi8sionjer,the  presence  of  Mr.  Ciinton^aft 
Albany,  becaone  necessary,  and  the  discharge  of  his  dulias 
brought  him  frequently  in  contact  with  the  membeis  of 
ikt  legialatmre.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  inia  ^  de- 
tail of  the  agency  winch  Mr.  Clinton  had  in  procuring  iha 
adoption  of  our  splendid  system  of  internal  improveamMa, 
nor  of  the  action  of  political  men  in  relation  to  that  mear 
sure,  further  than  the  measure  itaeif  shall  secim  to  «ffeot 
the  standing  and  influenee  of  politieia0S,attd  th^  aettonaf 
parties. 


lBi64  ^9  ]«w«so»B.         «  4fl| 

Pftofianor  fiittiwidc,  in  bis  biography  of  CRinton,  ttd 
0dwr  writers  who  have  favored  us  with  the  lustory  of  tha 
liaa  attd  (Mrogress  of  the«eiial  policy^  wiil,  of  oomso,  bo 
oansultod  by  4iioae  who  aie  dadrens  of  oMainiag  aa  aco»» 
sale  and  correct,  knowledge  of  that  iBteresting  and  impair 
tant  branch  of  the  history  of  the  state  of  New^Yoric. 

On  the  7tb  of  Febniary  a  lu|^y  feapectable  meeting  «f 
gentleoMn  of  both  political  parties  was  held  in  AHia&y^  of 
wkieh  Qiancellor  Lansing  was  chairman^  and  the  coaap* 
Irolkr,  AsohibaU  Mclntyre,  was  oeeretary ,  te  the  purpose 
of  osemoriaUanng  the  legislature  in  bebsif  of  oonstraeling 
^cansd. 

Tbia  meeting  and  its  proceedings  .had  an  eiect,  nsA 
only  to  giTe  aa  impetus  to  the  canal  policy^  but  to  givm 
weight  to  the  commnnioations  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  hu  iator* 
ciMffsa  with  the  monbers,  and  to  diminish  that  apprebsn^ 
sion^  ^which  small  politicians  sometimes  entertain,  of  conr 
tsminatiop  fay  any  intercourse  with  a  person  who  is  politr» 
oatty  put  im  Chwniry  by  the  party  to  which  they  bel<«g.  < 

The  federalists,  before  the  adjonrnment  of  tiie  legisla!* 
tare,  nominated  Rufas  King  for  goyemor,  and  George 
Tibbits,  of  Troy,  ^  lieateooU  goremon 

On  the  other  hand,  the  democratic  party  held  a  legisla- 
tive ean(»i  on  the  SOth  of  Febniary,  at  which  Goiraanov 
Tompk^  and  Lt.  Oot«  Taylor  were  nomioated  ibr  a.  ro* 
eleetiott^ 

A  law  was  passed  by  this  legislature,  entitled,  <^An  Aet 
to  provide  fbr  the  impvoremcnt  of  the  internal  Jiaifi^atioo 
of  this  state.''  By  tUs  statute  the  laws  passed  on  tWs 
subject,  in  1811  and  1812,  were  repealed,  and  St^Aien 
¥iHi  Rensselaer,  De  Witt  Cbnton,  Samoal  Y^wi^,  Joseph 
miicott  and  Myran  Holley,  wiere  uppointed  canal  cmnmis* 
siotiers.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  seleoted  in  conseqiieAca 
of  his  great  wealth  and  high  ahaiaotertfsr  integrity,  and 
diBiaterested  zeal  for  the  w«Uare  and  ino^^dty  of  the 
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slatp;  M r«  Clinton,  on  account  of  the  intimate  acquaint- 
ance he  had  acquired  with  all  matters  relating  to  the  aub- 
ject,  his  admitted  zeal  for  the  improvement,  and  his  great 
talents.  Mr.  Young  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  talents 
and  int^ity.  He  was  the  friend  of  Gov.  Tompldns^and 
had  been  supposed  to  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  expedi^icy  of 
the  undertaking.  His  appointment  may  have  been  in 
part  caused  by  a  desire  of  tihe  supporters  of  the  canal. poli* 
ey  to  ayeil  themselves  of  his  influence  with  his  immediate 
political  friends,  and  to  divest  the  board  of  ccHnmissionem 
of'  any  party  character.  Joseph  EUicott  was  the  agent 
of  the  great  Holland  Land  Company,  residing  at  Batavia; 
of  course  a  zealous  friend  to  the  canal,  and  a  man  of 
wealth  and  influence;  and  Myron  HoUey  was  that  year  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  from  Ontario  county;  a  man  of 
respectable  literary  attainments,  personally  much  esteemed, 
and  ardent  in  his  siq>port  of  the  canal  policy.  These 
commissioners  were,  by  this  act,  formed  into  a  regular 
board,  and  required  to  cause  all  necessary  surveys  and 
estimates  to  be  made,  to  receive  grants  and  donations,  and 
to  report  the  result  of  their  doings  to  the  next  legislature. 
T^e  republican  party  this  year,  was,  on  the  score  of 
telent,  when  compared  with  the  federalists,  indifferently 
represented.  Mr.  Young,  although  he  had  been  speaker 
of  the  last  assembly,  was  not  returned  as  a  member  frc^ii 
Saratoga.  A  combination  bad  been  formed  against  him, 
which  defoated  bis  nomination  by  the  republican  ccmven- 
tion  held  in  that  county;  and  although,  I  believe,  he  was 
voted  for  by  a  portion  of  the  electors,  he  did  not  obtain  a 
plurality  of  votes;  and  this  schism  among  the  republicans 
of  Saratoga  occasioned  the  election  of  one  federal  membei^ 
(Mr.  Hamilton,)  although  the  county  was  democratic  by 
a  considerable  majority.  Mr.  John  H.  Beach  from  Cayu- 
ga, Col.  Leavenworth  from  Delaware,  and  Mr  Crugw,  the 
speaker,  were  almost  Uie  only  members  who  took  much 
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part  in  tbe  debates.  They  were  men  respectable  for  their 
standing  in  society,  and  two  of  them  held  a  middling  rank 
at  the  bar  as  lawyers;  but  they  were  inexperienced  as  le» 
gislators,  and  lacked  confidence  in  their  own  powers,  when 
drawn  into  competition  with  the  federal  leaders  in  the 
assembly.  Doct.  G.  H.  Barstow  from  Tioga,  was,  that 
winter,  for  the  first  time,  a  member  of  a  legislatiye  body. 
He  was  a  dear  headed,  sagacious  man,  of  a  discriminating 
mind,  but  he  was  diffident  and,  at  that  time,  wholly  un- 
used to  public  extemporary  speaking. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  federalists  were  represented  by 
Peter  A.  Jay,  a  son  of  the  late  governory  one  of  the  first 
lawyers  of  the  city  of  New-York,  of  fine  native  intellec- 
tual powers  and  of  an  highly  cultivated  mind;  William 
A.  Duer  from  Dutchess,  now  known  as  an  able  and  ac^ 
oomplished  writer,  who  afterwards  held  the  office  of  judge 
of  the  third  circuit,  and  now  presides  over  Columbia  Col<* 
lege  with  distinguished  ability;  and  Thomas  J.Oakley  ,wlio, 
although  a  new  member  of  the  legislature  of  New-York, 
had  been  for  some  time  before  a  member  of  congress,  and 
held  a  standing  in  that  body  highly  respectable.  For  my 
part,  I  consider  Thomas  J.  Oakley  one  of  the  most  talented 
men  which  the  state  of  New-York  has  produced.  His 
mtellectual  powers  were  strong  and  vigorous,  and  he  was 
capable  of  immense  mental  labor.  Always  cool  and  cal 
culating,  in  the  highest  heat  of  debate  he  possessed  a  most 
perfect  self  control,  and  never  permitted  his  feelings  to 
get  the  better  of  his  judgment.  Asa  clear,  ingenious  and 
logical,  though  sometimes  sophistical  reasoner,  he  has 
appeared  to  me  unrivalled  in  our  legislative  halls  at  Alba- 
ny. He^  is  not  an  orator.  He  fails  of  being  so  from 
his  want  of  ardor  of  feeling,  and  his  utter  lack  of  imagi- 
native powers:  His  coolness,  his  caution,  his  forecast, 
and  his  perfect  self  command,  peculiarly  fit  him  for  a 
party  leader  in  a  legislative  assembly.    In  congress  he 
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diiered  from  the  over  s^alou^  e9^tn  f^4^ii|t9.  ^^ 
^ab«d,  at  least,  to  mwiifest  m  fippar^Oit  dispp^i^m  U> 
twstkv^  Mipiilies  to  goTewvLeat  4bf  cfurryiog  w  tb^  ^v^t 
aiMl  to  eoaftiKe  bis  opppfiljw  to  ^he  m^vmer  m  ij^hich  tb^ 
imr  wfts  carried  mu  JAu  Cb^pton^^  old  and  ^agacioos 
poUiticiaii  of  Virginipj  vba  wfP  a^  mpfuhier  of  congrew 
hem  the  adoption  of  tbe  mn^tiftiog  untU  bU  deftth,  told 
me,  m  1816»  that  bad  tbe  fisd^i^  meDob^rs  of  congress, 
during  the  ww,  pat  themselves  eaffJl^isively  mifi^r  ttie 
ntanagement  of  Oakley^  and  implicitly  followed  bis  lei^i^ 
in  his  JMdgmant,  tbe  admiDistration  wqpM  baTe  bi^on 
pmstrated. 

Of  Jacob  Btttsen  Van  Rensselaer  I  have  already  spoken, 
as  a  matt  of  sespectable  talents,  adroit  as  a  debate^y  and 
bold)  decided  9nd  active  as  a  ppUtical  pyqrtv^an.  Jamoi 
Vanderpoal,  a  req»ectable  lawyer  from  Columbia  QOun)tjj^ 
and  subsequently  judge  of  the  third  circuit,  and  Jam^s 
Lynch  from  Oneida  county,  now  a  judgie  of  one  of  tbe 
New- York  conrt%  were  also  members  of  the  assembly 
daring  this  session^  and  contributed  by  tb^  talent^  ^ad 
influence  to  sustain  the  federal  side  of  tbe  question  in  that 
bouae. 

Before  gitmg  the  result  of  thie  election,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  staU)  that  a  new  organi^tio|i  )^d  been  made  i«I|i- 
tive  to  tbe  division  of  the  staAe  i^to  senatorial  districts;;  by 
which,  among  .other  alterations,  tbe  counties  of  Albanji 
Otsego,  Schoharie  ami  Chenango,  had  been  annexed  tO| 
and  made  a  part  of  the  middle  district. 

The  ele^^ion  resulted,  as  had  been  anticipated,  in  favor 
of  the  republican  party.  The  city  of  New- York  elected 
republican  members  of  ass^nbly,  and,  in  the  state,  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  members  elect,  of  that  body,  be* 
longed  to  tbe  saoie  class  of  politicians.  All  the  senato- 
rial districts,  except  the  eastern,  were  democratic;  and 
Tompkti^  and  Taylor  w^ere-^eilccted  by  a  large  majority. 


reiai  d 

The  senators  elected  from  the  southern  district,  were 
John  D.  Ditmis  and  Walter  Bowne.      Middle— Martin 
Van  Buren,  John  Noyes  and  Peter  Swart.    Western- 
Ephraim  Hart,  John  KrnnL  and  Wfiliam  M^llonr. 
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CHAPTER  XXll 

FEOM  lUY  1,  1816,  TO  MAT  1,  1617. 

Befo&b  the  close  of  the  29th  session  of  the  legblature, 
a  personal  interview  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Clinton 
and  Judge  Spencer,  and  a  reconciliation  had  been  effected. 
There  were  other  besides  political  reasons  which  led  to 
this.  Mrs.  Spencer  was  the  sister  of  De  Witt  Clinton; 
and  it  could  not  but  be  painful  to  her  that  such  a  state  of 
feeling  should  exist  between  her  husband  and  brother,  as 
prevented  even  their  speaking  to  each  other.  She  was  a 
perfectly  amiable  woman,  and  the  judge  properly  apprecia- 
ted her  merits.  He  therefore  did  not  fail  of  being  desi- 
rous to  remove  this   cause  of  her  uneasiness  and  anxiety. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  the  council  of  appointment  again 
met  in  New- York,  and  removed  John  Van  Ness  Yates 
from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Albany,  and  appoint- 
ed Philip  S.  Parker  in  his  place.  This  removal  was 
said  to  have  been  effected  by  a  very  pressing  letter  of 
Judge  Spencer,  addressed  to  Mr.  Ross,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council.  Mr.  Parker  was  a  nephew  and  rather  a 
favorite  of  Judge  Spencer.  Mr.  Yates  was  a  man  of  great 
versatility  of  talenf,  social,  companionable,  and  on  free  and 
easy  terms  with  all  classes  of  citizens;  and  he  had  many 
friends,  especially  among  what  was  called  the  lower  order 
of  community;  but  he  was  somewhat  irregular  in  his  habits 
and  lax  in  his  morals.  He  had  been  for  a  long  time  record- 
er. The  alleged  cause  of  his  removal,  was  that  he  had  been 
an  agent  for  the  applicants  for  a  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ame- 
rica, and  a  Clintonian.  With  respect  to  the  aid  he  gave  to 
the  bank  applicants,the  charge  seemed  rather  stale;  and  as  to 
his  having  been  a  Clintonian,  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 
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£d  not  seem  yaite  consistent  for  Judge  Spencer  to  allege 
thai  as  a  sufficient  cause  of  bis  removal  from  office.  It  was 
also  said)  that  his  ill-health  prevented  him  from  being 
able  properly  to  discharge  his  official  duties.  The  office, 
however,  was  not  an  important  onci  and  his  removal  from 
it  would  hardly  excuse  this  notice,  was  it  not  that  less 
than  two  yeara  afterwards  it  became  the  cause  of  serious 
political  embarrassment,  which  will  be  stated  in  its  proper 
l^lace. 

As  Gov.  Tompkins  had  been  nominated,  and  accepted 
the  nomination,  for  the  office  of  vice-president,  it  was  an- 
ticipated that  the  office  of  governor  of  this. state  would 
become  vacant  on  the  fourth  of  March,  then  next;  and 
Tery  active  measures  were  taken  by  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Clinton  during  this  summer  to  procure  his  nomination  by 
^e  republican  party  for  the  office  of  governor,  wh^i  it 
should  become  vacant.  The  friends  of  the  canal  were 
generally  in  his  favor,  and  this  brought  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  great  west  to  his  support.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  al- 
though he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  seems  not  at  this 
time,  to  have  felt  much  apprehension. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  6th  of  November,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosmg  presidential  electors.  David  Woods 
cf  Washington  county,  was  chosen  speaker.  He  receiv- 
ed eighty-four  votes,  while  the  federal^  candidate^  James 
Emott  of  Dutchess  county,  received  but  thirty-three. 

The  governor's  speech  contains  nothing  remarkable. 
He  did  not  utter  a  single  word  on  the  subject  wMch  at 
that  time  engrossed  more  of  public  attention  than  any 
other,— -which  was  the  construction  of  the  grand  canaK 

His  silence  on  so  important  a  matter  seems  to  me  whol- 
ly inexcusable.  The  constitution  commanded  him  ^  to 
recommend  such  matters  to  the  legislature,  as  should  ap- 
pear to  him  to  concern  the  good  government,  welfare  and 
prosperity   of  the  state."      He  knew   that  the  masmi*' 
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ieeiit  Mheme  of  openbg  a  navigable  eoauvmiicatMn  tt 
tweea  the  tide  waters  of  Hudson't  river,  aMi  th»  great 
lakes,  Aeeplj  agitated  tke  puMe  mind;  and  tliat  it  wwM 
become  tiie  duty  «f  thai  legislatore  to  decide  th»l  great 
and  momoAmm  question*  Was  it  not  hia  duty,  as  die 
governor  of  the  state,  te  have  officially  iidviaed  thea  of 
bis  opinioB  on  the  mailterl  If  he  was^  ia  Irror  of  it  he 
abonld  hare  so  declared  himself^  if  agaast  it,  be  sbmiU 
have  warned  them  not  to  adventure  on  the  measure.  Iltelie 
wa«  a  timidity,  (m«y  I  not  say  a  litdenesat)  in  thoa^va- 
^g  the  question,  unsuitable  to  the-charaoter  of  an  aMe, 
honest  and  independent  statesMan. 

Electors  were  chosen  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mosh 
iM  and  Tompkins.  The  ticket  was  headed  by  H^nry 
Rutgers  of  New^^York,  and  Samuel  Chipman  ei  one  of  the 
irestem  oounties,  as  stateeleetors.  It  does  not  tell  well  flir 
our  institutions,  when  I  ajBirm,  what  I  verily  believe  to  be 
true,  that  nmety-nine  out  of  one  hundred  of  the  citBsens 
df  this  state  would  have  preferred  some  other  man  fcr 
president  to  James  Monroe.  Butitisneverthelesatrue, 
that  it  is  many  times  excusable,  and  sometimes  one's  duty, 
to  vote  for  men  who  are  not  our  first  choice;  upon  the 
principle  of  submitting  to  a  lesser,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  a  greater  evil.  The  legislature  adjourned  to  the 
Slst  of  January,  then  next. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1817,  the  governor  sent  a  nMO* 
Si^  to  the  legislature  recommending  the  entire  abolition 
of  sllitery  in  the  state  of  New-York,  to  take  place  on  the 
louftk  day  of  July,  1827.  By  an.  act  passed  some  yeui 
before,  all  persons  bom  of  parents  who  were  riaves  o/ter 
Jttly^  1789,  were  to  be  free;  males  at  twenty-eight  and 
fimake  at  twenty-five  years  of  age.  The  present  Itgisli^ 
ture  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  governor.  TUs 
great  measure  in  behalf  of  human  rights,  which  was  t« 
4Mi»eiiite  forever  the  bkusk  and  foul  stain  of  slavery  ttam 
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like  MfiMtGbew  of  our  own  favored  stutei  was  pirodwced  bj 
4ie  esctrgiatic  action  of  Cadwalladcr  D.  CoJden,  Peter  A. 
^y,  William  Jayi  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  and  oth^r  di»- 
Itingiiiabed  pbilanthropistsy  chiefly  residing  in  the  ,city  of 
Kew-York.  The  Society  of  Friends,  who  never  (dumber 
wbea  (be  principles  of  benevolence  and  a  }ust  regard  to 
equal  rights  call  for  their  action,  were  zealmsly  engaged  in 
Ihisj^ea^  enterprise.  Gov.  Tompkins  deserves  tp  be,  and 
hiS  memory  will  be  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  every  K^- 
9»n  ;being  who  loves  and  reveres  themunificmnt  and  mer^ 
fciful  Father  of  the  Univerae,  and  duly  appxeciales  the 
eqnal  rights  of  man  for  the  efficient  past  he  took  in  be- 
half of  the  crushed  slave.  If  in  reference  to  internal  im 
fr^vements,  his  action  was  that  ;of  a  calculating  and  wily 
politician,  in  the  cause  of  humanity  he  was  bold,  energetk 
and  decisive.  Here,  he  did  not  stop  to  calculate.  Here, 
go^reined  by  the  humane  and  generous  feelingn  which 
•wese  inherent  in  his  nature,  (for  I  believe  constitutioaaUy 
A»  possessed  a  kind  and  generous  heart,)  he  did  not  hesi- 
mte  k>  assume  responsibilities,  and  obey  the  dictates  of 
jiastiae  and  the  impulse  of  humanity.  I  qan  forgive  him 
Ibr  kirn  conduct  in  relation  to  the  canal,  but  I  could  nevc^i 
in^ve  myself  wv e  I  for  a  moment  to  forget  to  be  gi^ale- 
lal  io  him  for  this  great  and  godUke  act* 

When  the  legislature  convened,  it  was  foimd  that  a 
iglrong  and  considerably  powerful  portion  of  the  repujhli- 
fCWKinembers  were  for  nominating  Mr.  Clinton  forgov^m- 
^r^  >wihen  that  office  should  become  vacant  by  the  election 
of  Gov.  Tompkins  to  the  vice-presidency.  Among  the 
most  active  were  Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Ross  of  the  senate, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Woods  and  Q.  W.  Barstow  of  the  as- 
sembly. Still,  such  were  the  remaimng  prejudices  against 
Mr.  Clinton,  founded  on  his  conduct  during  the  presiden- 
linl  eaavass  with  Mr.  Madison,  and  more  especially  upon 
«.««-  *,ri^  *.  c»«^f»  *.  .Wo.  of  ^,.,.0, 
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in  1813;  aided  and  kept  alive  as  these  prejudices  ynx^fhy 
thtt  address  and  efforts  of  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  that  it  was  doubtful  Whether  a  ma^ritj  for  him  in 
the  legislature  could  be  obtained.  But  Mr.  Clinton  had 
an  immensely  powerful  ally  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
legislature,  and  that  ally  was  Ambrose  Spencer.  He  was 
truly  a  host  within  himself. 

The  members  most  efficient  in  opposing  the  nomina|toia 
of  Mr.  Clinton,  were  Van  Buren,  P.  R.  Livingston  and 
Bowne  of  the  senate,  and  the  representatives  in  the  as* 
sembly  from  the  city  of  New-York,  and  g^erally,the 
members  from  the  southern  district. 

Three  distmct  schemes  were  considered  by  Mr.  Van  Bo^ 
ren,  and  those  acting  with  him,  to  defeat  the  project  of 
making  Mr.  Clinton  govemor. 

First;  It  was  proposed,  inasmuch  as  neither  the  consti- 
tution of  this  state  nor  of  the  United  States,  had  expressly 
declared  that  it  was  incompatible  for  a  vice-president  of 
the  United  States  to  hold  that  office  and  at  the  same  time 
hold  the  office  of  governor,  that  Gov.  Tompkins  should 
hold  both  offices.  This  expedient  was  soon  rejected  and 
probably  by  Mr.  Tompkins  himself.  It  is  not  to  be  presum- 
ed that  so  wai-y  a  politician,  then  in  the  prime  of  life,  would 
venture  to  encounter  the  clamor,  which  he  must  have  fore- 
seen, the  attempt  to  execute  such  a  plan  would  excite;  and 
what  was  worse,  such  clamor  would  be  well  founded;  for 
although,  the  holding  of  the  two  offices  was  not  expressly 
unconstitutional,  yet  it  was  most  evident  that  it  was  palpa- 
bly inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  two  governments 
and  that  the  anticipated  clamor  would  be  founded  on  the  % 
imibutable  principles  of  right. 

Second.  The  twentieth  article  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides, that  ^^  in  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor, 
or  his  removal  from  the  office  by  death,  rerignaiion  or  tk- 
$ence  from  the  stafe^  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  exef- 
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ose  all  the  power  and  authority  appertaining  to  the  office 
of  goremor  until  another  foe  choaen,  or  until  the  governor 
ahaent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  he  acquitted."  lin- 
ger this  clause  in  the  old  constitution  it  was  proposed  to 
claim  that  the  lieutenant  governor  would  constitutionally 
be  governor  until  the  regular  gubernatorial  election,  which 
would  not  take  place  until  the  year  1819.  But  to  this  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  replied,  that  this  clause  merely  in- 
tended that  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  &c.,  of  the 
governor,  the  lieutenant  governor  should  execute  the  power 
of  a  governor,  only  until  the  next  succeeding  annual  state 
election;  and  in  support  of  this  construction,  they  referred 
to  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  constitution,  which  or- 
dains '^  that  the  supreme  executive  power  and  authority  of 
this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor,  and  that  statedly, 
once  in  every  three  years,  and  as  cftm  as  the  seat  of  go- 
vemment  shall  become  vacantf  a  wise  and  discreet  free- 
holder shall  be  chosen." 

After  some  reflection  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Van  Bur 
ren  did  not  choose  to  hazard  the  reputation  of  his  party, 
and  his  own  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  on  this  ground;  for 
although,  when  after  the  resignation  of  Qov.  Tompkins, 
a  bill  was  brought  mto  the  assembly  to  provide  for  the  eleo- 
tion  of  a  successor,  by  Mr.  Ford  of  Jefferson  county,  which 
was  passed  by  seventy-four  members  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  yet  there  were  thirty-two  votes  m  the  negative,  nearly 
if  not  all  of  whom  were  opponents  of  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Clinton.  In  the  senate,  the  bill  did  not  encounter 
a  very  serious  opposition.  Messrs.  Yan  Buren,  Livmgston 
and  others,  voting  for  it;  although  Messrs.  Bowne,  Can- 
tine,  (Van  Buren's  brother-in-law,)  and  otheis,  voted 
against  it. 

Third.  The  only  remaining  means  to  defeat  the  views 
of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  to  nominate  some  ot^ 
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«r  peMm  for  tii«  republican  caiidldlifte  t&t  frp^tMSfty  Iff 
'^dtennittg^  majo^rity  in  the  legidktit^  caucms. 

Three  of  H^  melnbera  of  the  ooiinoil  elected  dli  iht 
13th  of  Febi^ary,  of  this  y^ar  #ere  decidedtjr  in  fttvorof 
Mr.  ClhiKm;  thait  is  to  ftay,  as  between  Mr.  Van  Borenaiad 
Tttdge  Speneer,  tbey  trere  the  fHenda  of  Sp^Mcir.  TbSk 
^Mran  a  great  point  gained,  aad  it  secffiia  to  me  Mr.  Yaa 
Buren  and  Oot.  Tompkbs,  if  they  possessed  the  powev, 
diottld  have  presented  tfaia.  Whether  they  made  any 
)ayBteoiatic  effort  to  do  so,  I  am  not  advised. 

The  council  consisted  of  Walter  Bourne  from  the  sovth*- 
em,  John  Noyes  from  the  middle^  John  I .  Prendtirgast 
from  the  eastern,  and  Henry  Bloom  from  the  weatem  dia- 
Iricts.  All  but  Mr.  Bowne  were  for  Mr.  Clinton.  Henee, 
ftose  who  sought  office  well  knew  whose  nomination  for 
govtoior  it  was  their  interest  to  support. 

A  fairge  majority  of  the  federal  party  were  Very  aniD* 
ious  for  the  nomination  of  Mr.  CKnton;  and  in  case  of 
Mil  nomination,  they  did  not  intend  any  opposition, 
^tafonglhoae  most  active  in  thw  endeavors  to  produce 
lUis  determination  of  the  party,  were  Judges  Van  Kem 
«ia  Piatt,  J.  R.  Yan  Rensseher,  Elisha  Wxiliaktts,  and 
generally  the  leading  federalists  in  the  dty  of  New-York. 
Vhfc  ardent  temperament  of  Ju<^e  Yan  Ness,  and  aoaie 
itth^  federalists  would  not  permit  them  to  remain  neotnd 
tmifae  question  respecting  the  nomination  then  agitated 
lonong  the  republicans. 

One -pTmciple  ground  of  attadc  upon  Mr.  dintdn,  by 
Mr.  Yan  Boren  and  his  friends  was,  that  Clinton  'kept-up 
a  aecret  understanding  with  the  federalists,  and  was  atiU 
'ai^ng  in  concert  with  that  party;  and  the  zeal  manifested 
by  Judge  Yan  Ness  and  others,  for  the  selection  of  Clin^ 
ton  as  the  gubernatorial  candidate,  was  managed  by  Mr. 
Yan  Buren  with  great  skill  and  adroitness,  to  alarm  the 
fears  and  excite  the  jealousies  of  the  republicans.    Under 
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iium  djpcupitaacei,  and  consideruig  tkj^  pppiil^ity  of 
OoT.  Tompkins,  md  the  extraordinary  taot,  address  and 
pers^yeri^  industry  of  Mr.  Van  Bureni  the  friend?  ^ 
Clinton  very  justly  entertained  apprehenaio^f  th^^t  ^f^r 
all^  in  a  pm^ly  legislative  caacii9|^  %  mijonty  iftoulcji  ^Itji- 
mately  W  found  against  him. 

HewtQfore,  it  had  been  the  uniform  i^s^ge  ff  thedenf^o- 
csn4c  party  to  sielect  their  candidate  for  governor,^  by  thf^ 
itt|it)ority  of  vqicef  declared  at  w  assemblage  of  men,  pom^r 
posed  exclusively  of  the  republics  member^  of  the  leginr 
lature.  By  this  arrangement  thosie  republican  cilizenf 
wbo  resided  in  counties  represented  by  federalists,  could 
have  no  voice  in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  thfit  vaor 
portant  office.  This  the  Clintonians  complained  of  ^ 
unreasonable  and  unjust.  They  thereforej^  proposed  thi^t 
del^;ates  should  be  chosen  in  county  co^ventioui  which 
convention  should  be  formed  of  delegates  chqsen  at  the 
primary  meetiugs  of  republici^s  in  the  respective  tovii% 
and  that  the  delegates  thus  chosen  from  the  counties  equ^ 
in  number  to  the  members  qf  assembly  from  the  respcto- 
tive  counties,  should,  in  a  caucus  to  nominate  a  governor, 
have  the  same  rights  and  exercise  the  wne  powers  as  re- 
republican  members  of  the  legislature.  It  was,!  believei 
well  understood,  that  m  the  greatest  proportioi^  of  \h^ 
counties  repcesented  by  federalists,  a  very  large  majority 
of  th^  republicans  were  in  favorofthenominttionpfMr. 
Clinton.  Besides,  the  Clintonians,  by  means  of  the  coun- 
cil of  «y)pointment,  controlled  the  patronage  of  the  ^tate^ 
and  it  was  not  difficult  for  a  mim  who  understood  the 
qfe  of  that  machine  af  well  as  Judge  Spencer,  to  pon- 
trol  by  its  i^uence,  the  action  of  most  of  the  county  con- 
ventions. Hence,  it  was  most  evident  that  the  adoption 
of  the  scheme  could  scarcely  fail  to  forward,  and  perhapni 
I  may  add,  ensure  the  triumph  of  Mr.  Clinton. 

Jn  accordance  with  these  views,  a  republican  copveur 


438  POLITICAL    HISTORY  {1SI7. 

tion  Va»  first  held  in  the  county  of  Albany,  at  which  John 
J.  Moak  was  chairman,  and  Jacob  Lansing  secretary,  on  the 
fourth  of  February,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  cmm- 
ties  represented  by  federalists  in  the  legislature,  ought  to 
be  represented  in  the  state  convention  to  nominate  a  go- 
vernor, by  republican  delegates  chosen  by  such  counties; 
and  Albany  being  represented  by  federalists,  John  Wood- 
worth,  Elisha  Jenkins,  John  McCarthy  and  Thomas  Har- 
man  were  appointed  delegates  from  the  county  of  Albany. 
Other  counties  respectable  for  their  wealth,  number,  and 
influence,  followed  the  example. 

The  delegates  to  the  state  convention  thus  chosen  were 
generally  favorable  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton;  and 
like  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Albany  were  com- 
posed of  republicans  of  high  standing  and  character. 
From  the  county  of  Oneida,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Henry 
Huntington  were  chosen,  and  from  the  county  of  Ontario, 
Gideon  Granger,  the  late  eminent  and  distinguished  post- 
master general  was  a  delegate. 

One  difficulty  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  had 
to  encounter,  was  to  fix  upon  an  opposing  candidate  to 
Mr.  Clinton  in  caucus.  Who  was  tiie  man  that  would 
accept  the  post  and  combine  the  greatest  strength,  was  a 
question  not  easy  to  be  judiciously  decided,  lliey 
finally  fixed  on  Judge  Yates.  He  had  adhered  to,  and 
defended  Mr.  CKnton  long  after  he  had  been  denounced 
by  Judge  Sp«icer.  On  his  circuit  the  preceding  sum- 
%Aer,  he  had  in  various  places  urged  his  friends  to  sup- 
port the  nomination  of  Clinton.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  known  friendship  of  Judge  Tates  to  Mr.  C.  would 
induce  some  of  the  latter  to  support  the  former;  but  a 
different  result  was  produced.  Men  felt  indignant  when 
they  were  invited  to  support  a  man  in  opposition,  who  had 
himself  taken  pains  and  been  instrumental  in  convincing 
them  that  Clinton  ought  to  be  chosen  governor.    A  day 
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or  two  before  the  meetiiig;  of  tke  etate  caayentieiii  Jttdg^ 
Tates  poBttiyely  d^clbed  being ,  a  candidate.  T^is  pro- 
dooed  some  confusion  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  but 
they  finally  fixed  upon  Ota*  Pet^  B.  Porter  as  their  can- 
didate. 

The  state  convention  was  held  at  the  capitol  on  the 
9&th  Mfetrch.  Upon  balloting  for  a  candidate,  Mr.  Clin- 
%otk  received  eighty*five  votes  and  Gen.  Porter  forty-one. 
Il  was  understood  that  sixty  members  and  twenty-five 
del^;ates  voted  for  Mr.  Clinton,  and  thirty-three  members 
and  seven  delegates  for  his  opponent. 

A  few  days  before  the  fourth  of  March,  Mr.  Tompkins 
resigned  his  c^ce  of  governor,  and  the  executive  autho* 
lity  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Governor  Taylor^ 
who,  I  have  omitted  to  n^ention,  was  nominated  for  re- 
electioii. 

Mr.  Tayler  was  an  uneducated  man  of  great  native  sa- 
gacity«  By  his  shrewdness  and  excellent  judgment,  and 
also  by  his  correct  business  habits,  be  had  ia  early  life  ao- 
^piired  a  large  estate.  He  had  improved  his  fine  native 
mind  by  considerable  reading,  and  by  being  long  in  pub- 
lic office  he  had  acquired  from  association  a  deportment 
and  address  at  once  dignified  and  agreeable.  As  a  legis- 
lator he  was  always  exceedingly  careful  of  the  interest  of  the 
state,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  an  expenditure  of  its  funds  for  any  purpose*  Per- 
haps his  error  as  a  legislator  consisted  in  excessive  parsi- 
mony when  the  state  was  concerned.  His  only  fault  was 
one  which  is  common  to  all  men,  he  was  naturally  selfish^ 
and  that  propensity  manifested  itself  not  only  in  his  pe* 
euniary  transactions,  but  in  the  bestowment  of  offices, 
which  either  directly  or  indirectly  came  within  his  control 
or  influence.  This  propensity  increased  with  his  age. 
Gov.  Tayler  had  no  children,  but  he  had  adopted  a  child 
who  was  his  relative,  and  who  afterwards  became  the  wife 
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of  Dr.  OimAm  fi^  Cotper^U  ImimfgtAttiftnA  iNdUA  htt 
nmi  faar  bwbsnd  and  their  etdldrtti  is  hh  owft  Comly. 

Ne  httporUttt  l^uiifteM  wa«  doM  by  tke  couiieii  trinto 
M r«  Tirylt  r  ww  pr«iideiit  of  it^  tritfa  <aie  siagk  eaceciptioA. 
While  Mr.  Bowne  was  absent  in  New-York,  Mr.  VUHmt 
TiUottoti  iras  rtmoted  froa  the  ^fice  of  iiitaeurj  of 
alate)  and  Dr.  Charles  D,  Cooper  waa  appoialed  in  hk 
place.  This  removal  was  withoat  reason,  and  indaai 
withoift  estcQse ;  For  no  objections  irere  made  agvinA 
the  political  priiiciples  of  Mr.  Tillotson.  Trae,  be  kal 
opposed  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton,  wUeb  he  bad  tm 
attdeabted  right  to  do,  and  which  it  was  his  daty  to  do, 
pMrrided  be  sopposed  the  repoblieaa  paitj  wovid  tberd^ 
be  eftdtogeted,  or  tbat  Mr.  C.'s  administration  woakd  aol 
be  so  beneficial  1^  the  stale,  as  jrould  be  Itteely  to  be  <Ml 
of  some  other  person  who  might  be  selected.  Not  the 
httst  SQspioion  of  official  misconduct  was  breathed  against 
biiii;  be  b^  held  the  office  but  a  very  short  timey  and 
came  Into  it  not  by  the  reikioTal  of  an  incumbent,  but  It 
tn  A  vacancy  produced  by  tiie  resignation  of  Mr.  Portellr 
It  was  a  mere  exertion  of  power  to  provide  a  pliuse  f&i 
t  member  of  the  ftkmily  of  th^  president  of  the  cotinciL 
I  do  not  make  these  remarks  from  any  want  of  respect  I* 
the  merits  and  chttracter  of  Doct.  Cooper.  I  knew  hbtt 
long  and  well,  as  a  remarkably  correct  matt,  and  as  a  mall 
of  integrity  and  honor.  1  am  equally  unwilling  to  charge 
Oov.  Tayier  with  intentional  error.  Long  habit  had  kt* 
diced  him  to  believe  that  if  a  man  could  I^lly  get  po^ 
•ession  of  an  office  for  himself  or  friend,  he  ought  to  do  M» 
nib  error  grew  out  of  the  form  of  the  government  itself^ 
and  the  manner  in  which  public  opinion  had  tolerated  Hf 
action  through  that  singular  ibachin^,  called  the  couneil  of 
appointment.*    Mr.  Noyes  and  Mr.  Bloom  were  both  iK 

*  Jodfe  Speacer  was  gnilij  of  the  nme  error  when  he  nrfed  on  Ihe  piornJIi 
emmell  the  removal  of  Mr.  J.  Vaa  Xeu  VAtee  ahd  the  at»t»ointirteat  of  hit  Begb0#. 
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lilenie  tMn,  wmi  diej,  as  well  as  Mf .  Prendergaat,  wera 
anlifely  anaecMtooied  to  puUie  life,  aid  strangers  ta  tbt 
{Mwatioii  at  exerciaa  of  any  otl^r  powen  ^n  thosa 
viiiclt  beloHfi'  to  private  cttiseMk  la  a  short  time,  ibef 
Imew  HkM  tbay  shoold  ratwb  to  privmta  life.  It  is 
■ot  uncbaritable  to  say,  tlat  neither  of  them  knew  the 
astaftt  of  the  powers  they  possessed,  mudi  kss  did  ttiey 
eamiider  the  senoas  effects  whieh  would  ultiouitely  be  pro- 
iiKttd  oA  soeiety  by  their  capricious  removals  and  appoint- 
■MDts;  aad  yet  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  great  state  of 
yew-»York  were  then  held  snbjeet  to  the  arbitrary  will  aB4 
pkaanre  of  theie  three  men. 

The  bill  committing  the  state  to  construct  the  canals, 
became  a  law  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  wUdi 
termkaled  on  the  15th  April.  The  rote  in  the  assembly 
stood  sixty^otir  to  thirty-six.  The  sixty-four  members 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  were  composed  principally^ 
if  not  entirely  of  ttie  friends  of  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Clinton  and  the  federalists.  The  thirty*six  noes  were 
chiefly  his  opponents. 

In  the  senate  the  bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  eighteen  to 
nine.  Those  who  voted  against  the  bill,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  (Messrs.  Noyes  and  Bloom,  who  were  rather 
flpenceronians  than  Cltntonians,)  were  opponents  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  There  were,  however,  five  senators  who  were 
iealous  anti^Clintonians  who  voted  for  the  bill.  Perhaps 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  this  result  vras  produced  hg 
ihe  efficietit  and  able  efforts  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  was 
an  early  friend  of  the  measure. 

I  tegret  to  feel  compelled  to  refor  to  the  proceedings  in 
the  court  of  errors  as  an  evidence,  or  rather  as  affording 
suspicion,  that  party  spirit  may  enter  into  that  high  judi- 
cial tribunal. 

A  bill  in  chancery  had  been  filed  by  the  remduary 
legatees  of  Walter   Franklin,  to  set  aside  a  sale  by  the 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

flOM  MAT  h  18tT»  TO  MAT  1,  Mia 

In  I8l5  we  saw  De  Witt  Clinton  expelled  from  the 
fliajroralty  of  the  city  of  New-Tork,  denounced  by  the 
republican  party,  in  the  state  and  nation,  as  utterly  un- 
worthy of  confidence,  as  a  sort  of  political  Bohan  Upoiy 
with  whom  the  slightest  intercourse  would  contaminate, 
and  given  over  by  the  federalists  as  a  man  upon  Whose 
fortunes  they  could  not  hope  to  rise*  Among  politicians 
^  none  was  so  poor  as  to  do  him  reverence.^  We  now,  after 
the  lapse  of  only  two  years,  see  him  selected  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  republicans  of  New-York  as  their  first  man,  and 
unanimously  elected  governor  of  the  Empire  State.  How 
changing,  how  transitory  is  the  fortune  of  political  men, 
in  free  as  well  as  in  despotic  governments  I  The  extremes 
frequently  approach  near  each  other.  But  an  unanimous 
election,  in  a  representative  government,  is,  to  an  ambi- 
tious man,  highly  dangerous.  That  statesman  is  safest 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  a  well  organized  party,  which 
is  opposed  by  another  party  nearly  equal  to  it  in  numeri- 
cal strength.* 

**1t%ftt  B  de^Kftil  calm;  fiir  a  la«9e  poitloaor  tto  dmnaonttlo  paitj  nmf 
'deadly  hMiito  to  Uie  aewlj  eleated  goremor,  aod  what  reliance  could  ba  placad 
on  many  of  the  leading  federalists,  maj  be  gathered  from  the  following  letteri 
writtan  by  Mr.  Coleman  to  a  eoolMential  political  friend  in  Pliitadelfliiay  wkteh 
aceidentallj  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  editor  of  the  National  Adrocate.  I  c^py  it 
as  republished  in  Mr.  Coleman's  own  paper:— 

"Eit/raet  of  a  letter  Irom  William  Cotemaui  editor  of  fhe  New-Torlc  fiveniig 
Poet,  to  Charles  Miner,  late  one  of  the  editora  of  the  True  American,  dated  Sep- 
tember 38, 1816  :— 

"  Why  do  you  not  make  a  little  revtew  of  Mr.  8tile*s  pamphlet  against  BInae, 
tach  a  one  that  we  may  all  rcpubliah.  Oenerallf  speaking,  I  feel  disposed,  la 
lommon  with  the  leading  federalists  here,  to  stand  perfectly  still,  and  wait  for 
«ventt  to  happen,  as  leffBrson  says,  we  know  net  when.  Soradthfaig  may  come 
from  the  quarrels  of  opposite  sections  of  the  demooratie  factions,  and  I  think  the 
most  we  can  do  h  occasionally  to  fmtk§  cm^cri.  W.  COLEMAN.'' 
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In  pursuance  of  the  law  passed  the  last  session,  con- 
tracts had  been  made  for  constructing  parts  of  the  canal, 
and  during  the  summer  of  this  year  that  great  work  was 
commenced, 

Mr.  Clinton  convened  the  council  of  appointment  in 
August,  and,  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  they  removed 
John  L.  Broome  from  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  and  appointed  Benjamin  Ferris  in 
his  place.  They  also  removed  Robert  McComb,  son  of 
the  celebrated  land  speculator  Alexander  McComb,  from 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit,  and  replaced  John  W. 
Wyman  in  that  office. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  cause  of  these  removals 
than  a  political  one,  and  I  know  of  no  political  cause, 
except  that  the  incumbehts  were  Tammany  men.  No 
other  material  movements  were  made  by  the  council.  A 
great  pressure  was  made  on  the  governor,  by  his  old 
friends  who  had  been  turned  out  of  office  by  the  council 
of  1815,  but  he  excused  himself  to  them  by  alleging  that 
the  council  would  not  consent  to  any  thing  like  a  system 
of  general  removals.  I  shall  have  occasion,  hereafter,  to 
present  my  views  on  the  policy  which  the  governor's 
Ntw-York  friends  desired  him  to  pursue,  in  relation  to 
removals  and  appointments. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year.  Gov.  Clinton  issued  a  pro* 
clamation  recommending  that  Thursday,  the  13th  Novem- 
ber, be  obsen^ed  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer.  I 
mention  the  circumstance  because  Gov.  Jay,  during  his 
administration,  issued  a  like  proclamation,  and  attempted 
to  adopt  the  custom,  which  had  prevailed  in  the  New- 
ESngland  states  ever  since  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  on 
the  rock  of  Plymouth,  of  setting  apart  one  day  in  the 
year  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving.  But,  after  issuing 
one  proclamation,  Mr.  Jay  found  it  necessary  to  abandon 
the  attempt,  it  being  represented,  by  his  opponents,  as  a 
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cdDtrirance  to  enlist  the  religious  prejudices  of  the  com* 
mimity  ia  his  favor.  The  prochmation  of  Gov.  Clinton 
was  well  receiTed^and  the  precedent  furnished  by  him  has 
vnce  been  followed  by  all  his  successors.  ThiS|  I  think, 
affords  eviderice  that  less  ap'prehension  of  danger  of  a 
connection  between  church  and  state,  or  religion  and  poli- 
tics, existed  in  the  public  mind  in  1817  than  in  1796. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  27th  of  January,  1818^  said 
David  Woods,  of  Washington  county,  was  re-elected 
speaker  without  opposition.  He  received  ninety-seven 
votes. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  when  I  became  a  mem 
ber  of  the  senate,  and  was  an  eye  and  ear  witness  to  many 
things  which  occurrekl.  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  in  the 
statements  which  I  shall  make  in  relation  to  my  own  mo- 
tives and  views.  I  assure  my  readers  it  is  not  from  a 
desire  to  exhibit  myself,  or  my  actions,  to  the  public,  that 
I  shall  indulge  in  this  sort  of  detail.  My  apology  for  it 
is,  that  I  know  what  my  own  views  and  motives  were,  and 
have  reason  to  believe  that  others  similarly  situated,  with 
whom  I  acted,  were  governed  by  the  same,  or  nearly  the 
same,  considerations. 

I  bad  early  connected  myself  with  the  republican  party, 
and  was  strongly  attached  to  the  principles  held  by  that 
party.  What  little  of  official  distinctions  I  had  enjoyed, 
had  been  bestowed  on  me  by  the  republican  party.  I  had 
viewed  the  proceedings  of  the  eastern  federalists  with  ab- 
horrence; and  I  heartily  disapproved  oi  the  conduct  of 
the  New-York  federalists,  during  the  war. 

As  early  as  the  year  1808, 1  had,  in  the  course  of  my 
business,  formed  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Clin* 
ton.  I  thought  well  of  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  statesman* 
When  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  he  received 
my  cordial  support,  because  I  believed  that,  if  elected,  he 
would  prosecute  with  greater  vigor  than  Mr.  Madison,  the 
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war  «gaiiift  Great  Britaiiu  When  the  presMctttU  mm- 
teal  ivaa  ^decided  against  Mr.  Clinton,  it,  by  no  wnftnij 
•ditniniabcd  way  zeal  ler  tbe  vigoroua  pDOseotttiaii  t>f  ik 
^MTi  or  mj  ardor  in  aapport  of  tbe  demoemtie  paflyin 
the  stale  and  nation*  This,  Ihe  Uttie  circle  of  my  aa- 
fuaintanoe  wko  ave  nim  in  life,  well  know.  I  waa>di»- 
satisfied  and  disgusted  vnAh  the  condwct  of  Mr.  Oiaton  an 
aceoiiat  of  iiia  opposition  to  the  election  of  Oor.  Tomp- 
kins m  1813|  and,  for  a  time,  I  felt  that  lie  had  forfeitad 
4he  oonfidence  of  the  democratic  party.  After  the  peaoe, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1816,  when  the  principal  causae  4f 
the  controversy  between  the  two  great  pattice  no  longer 
existed,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Clinton  manifested  a  disposilMi 
i^ain  to  act  with  the  democratic  party,  I  was,  I  confess, 
desirous  thai  he  4iould  be  restored  to  their  confidence,  in 
or^  that  the  state  might  avail  itself  of  his  talents  anl 
aervioes,  as  well  as  from  personal  respect  and  frienddMp 
for  him.  With  diese  impressions,  I  did  what  I  oould  to 
|»rodacen  atote  of  feeling,  in  Ae  minds  of  those  republi- 
cans with  whom  I  communicated,  feyorable  to  Uie  rests 
ration  of  Mr.  CKnton,  and  to  his  suppoit  as  governor  sf 
the  state,  and  I  felt  thankful  to  Judge  Spenoer  for  his 
great  and  successful  e^rts  to  produce  the  same  result 
But  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  my  wishes,  and  at  war 
with  my  judgment,  to  form  any  connection  with  the  feda^ 
ralists,  as  a  pariy.  Not  that  I  desired  to  persecute  «t 
enren  proscribe  them.  I  hailed  the  era  of  good  feeling 
which  they  announced,  as  adding,  as  well  to  the  fepntaHion 
of  the  country,  as  the  happiness  arising  from  social  inter* 
eourse,  and  I  hoped  the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  the 
state,  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the  republican 
paMy,  could  avail  itself  of  the  official  services  of  individnd 
federalists.  At  the  period  of  which  I  am  speaking,  when 
I  first  became  a  member  of  the  senate,  I  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  what  we  call  New- York  politics.     For  Governor 
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ToapkiAs  I  had  great  respect.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr. 
YoQBg,  and  Mr«  Skinner,  I  had  long  knowni  and  lighlj 
esteemed.  True,  they  had  differed  in  opinion  with  me^ 
lespecting  the  propriety  of  selectbg  Mr.  Clinton  as  th^ 
gttbernaiorial  candidate;  but  what  was  that  1  They  had 
qffiU  as  good  a  right  to  their  opinions  as  I  had  to  mine, 
and  might,  very  probably,  be  right,  and  I  wrong.  It  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  about  the  merits  of  an  individuali 
not  a  difference  of  principle  in  relation  to  measures.  The 
^Bcumstance  of  this  trifling  differenoe  produced^  in  my 
mind,  no  anxiety.  I.  commenced  acting  with  them  wiUi 
feelings  the  most  cordial.  My  determination  was  to  give 
Mr.  Clinton  a  fair  and  honest  support,  in  all  measuxes 
which  my  judgment  did  not  condemn,  and  if,  at  the  end 
o£  his  term,  it  should  appear  that  his  services  were  not 
aeceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  republican  party,  then  to 
select  another  man  for  governor;  and,  as  he  had  been 
nominated  and  elected  in  pursuance  of  the  usages  of  the 
republican  party,  as  governor  of  the  state,  I.  supposed  such 
were  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  those  who  had 
ncted  with  him  in  opposing  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton. 
A  very  few  days  residence  in  Albany,  and  attendance  in 
the  senate,  convinced  me  of  my  error.  I  found,  on  one 
handy  that  the  governor  was  cold,  if  not  vindictive,  to- 
wards Mr.  Van  Buren  and  others,  who  had  opposed  his 
elevation,  and  on  the  other,  a  determination  to  excite  pre- 
judices and  jealousies  against  the  governor,  to  render  him 
unpopular  with  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature, 
to  embarrass  him  in  the  discharge  o^  his  executive  duties, 
and  thwart  him  in  his  measures. 

The  governor,  in  his  first  speech,  presented  a  very  clear 
and  able  view  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  state;  he 
recommended  several  important  improvements  in  our  mu- 
nicipal laws,  among  which  was  the  abolition  of  the  divi- 
sion oi  the  state  into  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  criminal 
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prosecutions,  tnd  tbe  appointiBent  of  an  attorney  fvt  Ike 
people  in  each  district;  and  he  advised,  in  lieu  of  Ais 
system,  the  appointment  of  an  attorney  for  the  people  in 
each  county.  He  suggested  other  measures  of  judicial 
refonn,  and  he  eulogized  the  canal  policy,  and  gate  a 
rery  flattering  account  of  the  progress  already  made  in  the 
construction  of  the  canals.  The  speech  was  well  recited 
by  the  public  and  generally  approred. 

The  members  of  the  assembly  from  the  city  of  New^ 
York  were  from  the  hot  bed  of  Tammany  Hall,'  AH  of 
them,  with  the  single  exception  of  Cadwallader  D.  Golden, 
were  open  and  bitter  in  their  denunciations  of  the  gOTcr- 
nor,  and  the  system  of  internal  improvements,  at  the  head 
of  which  he  stood,  and  with  which  he  was  identified. 
They  predicted,  with  confidence,  the  utter  failure  of  the 
system,  and  with  it,  the  serious  embarrasment  and  dit> 
g^ce,  if  not  the  ruin  of  the  state.  They  claimed  that 
the  reputation  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  staked  on  the  Atte 
of  this  system,  and  they  professed  their  willingness  to 
abide  the  result.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  did  not 
hesitate  to  join  in  the  issue  which  they  tendered.  The 
principal  and  most  zealous  members  of  the  New* York 
delegation,  were  Ogden  Edwards,  son  of  the  celebrated 
Pierpont  Edwards,  and  now  a  judge  of  the  first  circuit, 
Peter  Sharpe  and  Michael  Ulshoeffer.  In  their  train  fol- 
lowed Isaac  Pierson,  Henry  Meigs  and  Clarkson  Crolius, 
also  from  New-York,  and,  I  regret  to  add,  that  Oen.Erasta 
Root,  then  likewise  a  member  from  Delaware,  was  equally 
bitter  in  his  denunciations  against  the  governor  and  the 
canal  policy. 

I  have  said  the  New-York  members  emanated  from 
Tammany  Hall.  There  was  an  order  of  the  Tammany 
Society  who  wore  in  their  hats  as  an  insignia,  on  certain 
occasions,  a  portion  of  the  tail  of  the  deer.  They  were  a 
leading  order,  and  from  this  circumstance  the  friends  of 
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Vh.  ^XMoh  gttt«  those  who  adopted  the  vie^s  of  tbe 
ttiemtberfi  of  the  Tammany  Society,  in  reladon  to  him,  tbe 
Aattie  of  BudUirilsy  which  name  was  et^etitually  «ppfK«d 
fo  fhek  friends  and  supporteni  itt  tiie  eouiitry.  Hence, 
fte  paity  opposed  to  the  administratis  <yf  Mn  CflurtoA, 
were,  for  a  long  time,  called  the  BvcKf  ail  Fawty. 

When  the  senate  came  together,  the  membeni  of  ity  m 
r^ect  to  their  political  views,  may  be  dvvtded  into  flMar 
tflasses.  The  first,  and  iaont  numerous  tlass,  were  deter- 
mined, at  any  rate,  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Clinton  jf  Hie  secoml, 
#ere  eqaeilly  determined  to  support  hha|  the  tintd,  were 
Warering  in  tlieir  opinions  and  tiews)  Ae  l(D«rth,we^ 
fiftderaOists. 

The  first  class  consisted  of— -Van  Bm'en,  Litingtftoa, 
skinner,  Yomig,  Cantine,  Bowne,  Baraum,  Ofoiby,  DiA- 
mis,  Knot:,  Dayton,  Ogden  and  Seymou^-^thirteett.  tik 
second  class — ^Beftes,  Hart,  Hammond,  Loimsburf,  J^  I. 
I^rendergast,  Jed.  PreftdergaiBt  and  Ross^^-seven.  Hie 
third  class — ^Yates,  Noyes,  Swart,  Wilson,  BiekneH,  Shrift 
and  Mallory — seven.  The  fourth  class — ^Van  YechteUi 
Tibbits,  Allen,  Haseal  and  Frey — five. 

At  the  first  glance  it  will  be  perceived,  that  of  (he 
tw^enty^wven  repubHcan  members  of  the  senate,  the  bal- 
ance, not  only  of  numbers,  but  of  talent,  was  decidedly  in 
flivor  of  the  Bndctails.  Of  the  unsettled  and  doubtftd 
members  in  the  third  class,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Tates,  who  was  a  sound  minded  and  re^pectri>Ie  lawyef, 
there  was  not  an  individual  who  claimed  much  talents  as 
a  legislator.  In  the  second  class  there  was  an  almost 
equal  defect  of  talent,  and  more  especially  of  party  taeft 
lind  address.  Mr.  Bates  was  a  shrewd,  sensible  yankee. 
As  a  county  politician,  he  undoubtedly  possessed  some 
efficiency;  but  bis  mind  had  never  been  enlarged  and  cul- 
tivated by  education,  and  he  was  narrow  and  selfish  in  hm 
viewd  and  principles  of  action.     He  was  bitterly  hostile 
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to  Mr.  Yan-Buren,  for  wliat  particulaf  cause  I  JoMyvr  nolj 
and  was  mueh  governeil)  in  his  political  ftction,  by  tke 
ioipiilaes  of  feelings  and  of  personal  likings  and  dislildnga. 
Mr.'  Hart  was  an  ^nterpriaifig  country  merchant  from 
Oneida;  cminty,  and-  hadr  acquired  a  cansiderabja  estate. 
He  waa  ardent  in  his  feelings^  warn  in  his  friendshipi) 
and  miieh  influenced  by  his  pecuniary  interests*  He  was 
an.ardetit  supporter  of  the  canal  policy,  and  therefore. |i 
w^m  friend  to  the  governor.  His  prejiMhces  against  tb^ 
federalists  were  deep  and  bitter,  and  he  was  equally  hos- 
tile against  Mr*  Van  Buren.  He  was^  in  n^  judgment, 
quite  incapable  of  forming  any  system  of  political  actioB 
on  a  basis  broad  enough  to  lead  to  the  formation^  or  even 
to  secure  the  preservation  of  a  party.  His  great  anxiety 
appeared  to  be,  to  guard  and  promote  the  interest,  of  the 
Ulica  Bank)  in  which  he  was  a  large  stockholder,  and  to 
provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal.  As  a  party 
man  he  acted  without  systemi  and  sometimes  apparently 
withoat  any  rational  motive.* 

*  As  an  eTidence  of  Mr.  Hart's  utter  want  of  political  taet|  as  well  am  of  fall 
rmihiMss  as  a  legislator,  I  gife  the  ffllowlot  eut  s-> 

WiLLUM  L.  Stohs,  DOW,  and  for  a  losg  time  heretofore,  the  distingoisbed  mad. 
able  editor  of  the  Commercial  Adrertlser  of  New-Yorkf  was  then  the  coodnctor 
^ tlie  JOmnj  Daily  Adv^niaer, « iMdiag  IWend  paper,  ft  was  ktmwn  tp  »«a9 
that^Col  Stone,  although  a  federalisti  was  a  decided  friend  to  Got.  Clinton,  and 
wa^  determined,  when  he  cootd  do  so  with  efibct,  to  devote  lus  paper  to  his  snp- 
[pert. '  Thnre  waS)  at  that  timer  as  there  IHJ  been  before  aa4  has  slneftheeBiMi^ 
pvsoDf  in  attendance  on  the  legislature  as  agents  to  procure  charters  for  bank- 
ing and  other  companies.  Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New'Tork,  and  several  other  Buckntl 
«ts»b9ff,  took  It  into  their  heads  to  deliver  several  severe  philippies  against  Kki 
lobby,  expressing  their  suspicions  that  these  agents  would  attempt  to  cormpt  thi 
members  of  the  legfslatnre.  Mr.  James  O.  Morse,  a  respectable  lawyer  fhMn  Oi- 
•ego  oovniy,  since  first  judge  of  that  county  a  Jieen,  sarcastic  writer,  and  whp 
himself  occasionnlly  visited  Albany  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  charter  for  tlM 
Cmriii  Sank,  wrote  a  eommonication  tending  to  ridicule  Mr.  Sharpe  and  odKi% 
on  account  of  the  apprehensions  tbey  affected  to  entertain  of  the  danger  of  bribety 
and  corroption  by  the  lobby.  Mr.  Morse,  among  other  things,  proposed,  in  hb 
fittnnniaicatioa»  that  a  wall  shonld  be  erected  around  Mm  capbol,  so  strong  aad 
tii^u  IS  to  bOcuie  Mr.  Sbarpe  and  his  friends  from  the  apprehended  danger  of  an 
attncli  from  the  lobby.  This  article  appeared  in  Col. Stone's  paper.  The  suggea- 
-ioA  I  have  mentioned,  was  the  most  offmslvn  pnrt  of  it. 

Col.  Stone  usually  attended  the  Senate  to  refort  the  procendteit  of  thai  body 
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The  two  Pne&dergasts  were  brotfaers,  awl  bolfa  b^. 
physicians,  upright  and  good  men,  bot  nrither  of*  ihtisk 
well  calculated  to  effect  much  in  a  legisktiTe  body.- .  Of' 
Mr.  Ross  I  have  formerly  spoken.  He  had,  for  rnnny 
years,  followed  the  lead  of  Judge  Spencer;  had  floated 
along  with  the  repubUcali  party,  and  when  all  his  political 
action,  in  the  legislature,  was  sustained  by  the  power  of  a 
great,  and  generally  a  triumphant  party,  he  seemed  to 
^ove  on  smoothly;  but  the  present  was  quite  a  new 
^ene,  and  he  was  entirely  inadequate  to  act  the'  part^ 
Irhich,  from  his  long  standing  in  the  legislature,  naturally 
deroWed  upon  him.  Mr.  Lounsbury  was  an'  highly  up^ 
right  and  worthy  practical  farmer,  a  man  of  sound  mind 
and  good  judgment,  but  incapable  of  acting  with  much 
effect  as  a  legislator  or  member  of  a  party. 

With  regard  to  myself,  it  is  Scarcely  necessary  for  mt 
to  say,  that  my  want  of  political  experience  and  a  knowl 
edge  of  the  character  and  motives  of  the  men  around  me; 
my  utter  defect  of  talent  in  extemporary  debate;  and  my 
want  of  confidence  in  myself,  rendered  me  almost,  if  not 
quite,  useless  to  the  party  with  whom  I  wished  to  act. 

Of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  cata* 
logue  of  the  first '  class,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak.     He 

tn  Um  own  paper.  Xr.  Hart  wai  pleased  to  eoaiider  this  food  natored  para- 
graph, Intended  to  take  off  some  of  the  leading  Backuils  of  the  aetembW,  as« 
ooBteapi  of  jyte  eenate,  and  fortbiwitli  mo^ed  a  lesolotUm  that  WUUam  L.  Sioae 
be  ezcloded  from  the  bar  of  the  senate.  Mr.  H.  soon  found  that  such  a  resolution 
would  not  be  approved  bf  the  senate,  and  therefore  requested  that  It  might  lay  m 
t)M  Ubla;  hot,  at  the  instattce  of  Col.  Stone,  Mr.  P.  &.  LiTingston,  soon  after- 
wards, highlf  to  his  credit,  ealled  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  Mr 
Stone,  though  he  decHned  disclosing  the  name  of  the  author  of  this  ireasonaUn 
article,  haviBgaasnred  the  president  of  the  eenaU  that  he  did  not  intend,  bf  itf 
pfiblication,  to  treat  either  branch  of  the  legislature  disrespectfully,  it  was  unani* 
doaslf  decided  that  no  further  proceedings  shotld  be  had  in  the  maUer. 

,Here,  was  a  oanseless  aitaclt  made  upon  a  respectable  newspaper  editor;  in 
principle  wrong,  because  its  tendency  was  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
rieo  to  convert  a  friend  into  an  enemy,  with  no  other  object  than  to  fvmtify  UN 
personal  pique  of  the  mover.  Could  a  politieal  party  hope  to  sustain  itseU^ 
whose  leaders  were  so  void  of  any  thing  like  policy,  so  inconsiderate,  and  m 
reckless  of  consequences. 
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had  thfift  beat  fom^  yiettiy  a  leading  membiBr  ^f  the  a^atte. 
His  splendid  talents^  ajod  gr<»t  political  tact|  are  too  w^) 
kaown  to  reqaise  doseriptioii. 

Mr.  YoTT|icAi  afaarapter  U^  nf^w  well  Jomxi^,  and  k|a 
grtbt  talents  uniTarsalljr  admitted*  I  ^P^Jf  hom^u^  ba 
allowed  te  say^  that  I  tbiak  Mr.  Vo^uig  a  perfectly  hooeat 
man.  Hjs  dafeet,  as  a  politiciaiiy  isy  that  b^^  is  too  vindio* 
tiTe^  in  his  feelip^  tpwarda  bia  oppooepts*  He  inveati«> 
gates  a  quesiioD  ably,  and  ba  arriTes  at  bis  concluaions 
logically^  clearly  and  honestly ji  b^t  tbeaiif  you  still  raaii^ 
the  eoochision  to  which  be  has  arnFedi  he  ia  too  apt  ta 
prononace,  in  effect,  ibat  you  ar^  either  a  fool  or  a  knaTeg 
and  he  honestly  believes  you  are  so.  The  reason  is,  that 
he  hiaaself  thinks  he  sees  clearly,  and  knowB  be  forms  hia 
opinions  with  perfect  integrity.  The  necessary  reavU  ]% 
thait  he  donbta  either  the  sincerity  or  the  ability  of  the 
man  with  whom  he  differs.  Qe  does  not  SMspect  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  eorrectness  of  bia  own  judgment^  so  much  aa 
all  men  ought,  and  he  does  not  make  allowance  enough 
for  the  weakness  aad  imperfection  of  other  men.  Henca 
Mr.  Young,  though  an  honest  man  and  a  great  man,  can 
nerer  be  a  popular  man. 

Roger  Skinner  was  a  aoyan  pleasing  in  his  addressj  hia 
talents  were  rather  of  the  persuasive  than  solid  kmd,  and, 
as  a  companioii,  he  was  quite  agreeable.  He  was  fond  of 
political  management,  and  rather  reckless  as  to  the  means 
he  employed  to  accomplish  his  ends.  He  was  said  to  be 
bitter  in  his  feelings  as  a  partizan.  If  such  was  the  fret, 
Ihe  evidence  of  it  did  not  coma  within  my  observation. 
I  thought  him  naturally  kind  and  obliging.  He  was,  un- 
doubtedly, very  bitter  in  his  feelings  against  Gov.  Clinton 
personally.  To  ^^hat  particular  cause  this  was  awing,  I 
was  never  informed.  Probably  the  governor  had  given 
l^im  offence  individually. 

*  Sm  Note  A.  vol.  9,  p.  a8». 
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Wiiom  BowiiB  luul  femerly  been  a  busiMiftlMiii^  and 
ivas.  BOW  a  man  of  wealth;  sbfcwd  and  sagacioas  as  a 
^aitUKan)  but  generally  courteoas  in  ius  manner,  lifi^  too, 
fPtt  extremely  bitt^  in  hia  hostility  to  the  goyemar*  To 
me  it  seemed  stianga  that  a  man  of  his  gnieral  aequain? 
tance  with  life^  and  wit)^  public  men,  oould  be  so  TioleBt 
ki  his  animosity  against  any  indiridnal,  merely  because  be 
was  opposed  to  his  poKtical  adrancement. 

PMna  E«  LtvurasTov  came  into  the  senate  with  all  the 
JMBfadlces  of  his  family  against  the  Clintons*  Indeed^ 
timae  prejudicea  seemed  to  be  all  coneentrated  in  hinu 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  fancy  and  great  declamatory  pow* 
ers.  Faw  men  could  address  a  popular  aasesiJyly  with 
mor^  eftct  than  Mr.  LiTingston.  His  usefukess,  as  a 
ki^alalor)  was  impaired  by  a  lack  of  industry  and  labori'' 
ous  attention  to  the  details  of  business. 

Moami  I.  Caktivx,  a  respectable  lawyer  from  Catskill, 
Vaa  the  brother*in*law  of  Mr.  Tan  Bureib  Frank,  gene* 
Mm  and  kind  in  his  social  intercourse,  no  man  coald  per* 
sanally  dislSoe  him.  Though  a  xealbus  partizan,.  ikm 
kindness  of  his  nature  rendered  him  incapable  of  bitter^ 
Mas.     His  talenta,  if  not  great,  were  at  least  respectable. 

HmimT  SsTMOon  was  a  country  metchant  from  the 
eoanty  of  Onondc^.  He  was  a  well  bred  man,  and  very 
gentlemanly  in  his  deportment.  His  great  native  dkrewd** 
nesa  and  sagacity  had  been  improved  and  highly  cultivated 
by  an  association  with  genteel  society.  As  a  politician, 
ha  was  cautious  and  wary.  His  o^onents  charged  him 
vrith  being  Jesuitical,  but  of  tihis  I  cannot  speak  from  my 
own  knowledge;  ioi  he  certainly  never  gave  me  any 
paoofs  of  a  want  of  siucerity  and  candor.  I  do  not  think 
hia  opposition  to  Gov.  Clinton  originated  from  ptrsonai 
motives.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  apprehension 
thai  Mr.  Clinton's  policy,  if  sustained,  would  endanger 


the  r^tmUioMi  partj,  and.  hit  attachment  pewanaMy  to 
Mr«  Van  Buren,  controUad  him  m>his  polttaeal  aotion. 

Isaac  OaomMj  of  Debwarei  was  a  man  of  strong' amd 
ijgorons  intellect)  and  of  great  daoision  of  charaoter.  Ht^ 
too,  for  some  cause  unknown  to  me,  seemed  penoaaHf 
nadictiTe  against  the  governor.   « 

The  residtte  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  first  ciaas  wms 
mere  voters  who  always  followed  their  file  leaders.  •       n 

'With  respect  to  the  federalists,  who  e<»sUtated«  the 
fourth  class,  I  remark  briefly  that  Messrs.  AUan,  iraasal. 
and  Frey  were  upright,  honest,  and  honorablemen.  Thajr 
were  disposed  4o  give  Mr.  Clinton's  administration  wi 
kanest  and  honorable  support,  because  they  thought  U 
tended  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  state*  Mr.  AMtm 
was  an  excellent  lawyer;  and  a  more  pure  and  scrupuloiisl]^ 
honest  man  than  Ralph  Hascal,  never  lived. 

That  Mr.  Oso&ex  Tibbits  was  a  man  of  profoiad  sar 
gacity,  is  well  known.  His  knowledge,  acquired  duang 
a.kmg  and  successful  life  devoted  to  mercantile^  eammmx 
eial  and  hanking  business,  rendered  him  an  useful  meadMB 
of  the  senate;  but  his  habits  of  traflk,  winch  he  had  mtn 
qiured  in  business,  or  some  other  cause,  rendered  .bias 
inclined  to  iradej  as  a  politician.  He  was  desiraas  of 
i^eceiving  a  ^^  c(mM€raium  "  for  all  his  political  acts.  Ha 
considered  the  prospects  of  the  federal  party  to  be  pns^. 
trated,  and  he  was,  therefore,  disposed  to  make  thensaai 
of  his  present  position,  and  was  quite  indifferent  wheth^ 
it  was  the  Clintonians  or  Bucktails  with  whom  he  nego* 
liated.    [&«  JTaie  A.  Vd.  2.  p.  64L  | 

Of  the  talents  of  Abraham:  Van  Vechtbh  I  need  nit 
qieak.  They  are  universally  admitted  to  be  great.  As^ 
legislator,  he  possessed  one  characteristic  which  provedl 
him  to  be  a  genuine  descendant  and  true  representative  af 
the  Low  Dutch.  He  had  an  instinctive  horror  at  all  inm^ 
vations,  and  at  every  thing  which  was  new.     What  never 
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fcftd*  been  doM,  he  Memed  to  thuik  ought  never  to  be  done. 
b  politics  he  was  the  Terj  imperso&ation  of  ancient  fed»- 
mlism.  'He  could  not  look  on  any  man  with  fiLTor,  whoy 
i».the  good  times  of  John  Jay^  was  in  the  ranks  of  tbt 
q>poBitioB,  or  who  bad  subsequently  attached  himself  fo 
the  party  which  opposed  that.grcat  and  good  man.  He 
looked  upon  De  Witt  Clintoni  Ambrose  Spencer,  D.  J>. 
Tompkins,  Smith  Thompson  and  Martin  Van  Buren  as  in 
jNHTf  deUdOy  and  seemed  like  Queen  Margaret,  in  the  play 
of  Richard  the  Third,  to  rejoice  when  one  was  destroyed 
by  the  other. 

.  I  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  those  who  knew  Mr. 
Van  Vechten  alleged,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  with 
all  his^great  <|ualities,  he  was,  notwithstanding,  a  cunning 
man,  and  was  occasionally  addicted  to  intrigue;  and  that 
ha. frequently  attempted,  by  plotting,  to  circumvent  rivals 
aaK>ng  bis  own  political  friends,  as  well  as  to  thwart  the 
mews  of  his  opponents. 

.  Mr«  Van  Buren,  of  course,  felt  a  deep  interest  in  th* 
dioioe  of  the  council  of  appointment  His  object  would 
not  be  accomplished  if  men  were  placed  in  the  council,  a 
■M^rity  of  whom  were  decidedly  hostile  to  the  governor. 
In  that  case  the  public  would  impute  all  the  errors  whicAi 
might  be  oommiHed,  to  the  council,  and  judge  of  the  ex* 
eoutive  by  his  speeches>.  Nor  was  he  willbg  that  Mn 
Clinton  should  have  a  council  which  would  accord  with 
him  in  all  bis  views,  and  be .  subservient  to  his  wishes. 
It  would)  be  thought,  be  more  desirable  to- form  ar  council 
which  the  governor  could  not  control,  but  tor  whose  acts 
the  public  would  hold  him  responsible.  In  other  words, 
Kr.  Van  Buren  wished  to  create  a  coimcil  which  should 
be  nominally  Clintonian,  but  which,  at  the  same-tinm^ 
^ould  be  really  hostile  to  the  governor.  Partly  by  man* 
age^ient,  and  partly  by  accident,  a  council,  of  the  chara«f» 
ler  last  desrribedi  was  actually  chosen. 
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Befote  ibe  kgislttiire  Mt,  k  wu  ifttamted  to«M  thU 
U  vas  dfitired  that  I  flbould  be  a  mo&bar  of  tbe  amneiil 
bat  I  peremptorily  docliatd*  I  knew  enoiigb  flien  of  tbo 
poUtical  biitory  of  the  etate^  to  be  coaTiooed  that  the  star 
tion  wat  one  whtidi  genenily  incnnred  maeb  odkua.  t 
Mt  that  I  vfm  igoofant  of  the  real  ataAding  mA  ohacadw 
of  moat  of  the  aefliTe  poUtical  mea  is  the  state,  and  thati 
before  atftempUag  to  oocapy  a  positioa  which  would  oalt 
attaotioD  to  me,  it  would  be  desirable  that  I  ahouU  a^ 
qiiire  aome  eharaeter  for  aseftdneas  aa  a  legislaloar*  Bil 
soon  after  I  arriyed  in  Albany,  I  found  that  tbeie  waa  am 
abnost  ufliverBal  iaclinatioQ,  <m  the  part  of  the  govemor'a 
ftiemla,  that  I  ahould  be  in  the  council;  but  froman  inAar* 
tarriew  between  Wm.  C.  Boudr,  a  member  of  the  i 
bly  from  Schoharie,  and  myaelf,  which  I  peroeived 
eaaaed  by  Mr.  Van  Boren,  I  beoune  aatiafied  that  he  pre* 
tered  aome  other  senator  from  the  nuddle  dtatrict;  al» 
though  Mr.  Bouck  did  not  even  mention  bis  name.  In  • 
short  time,  howerer,  I  ascertained  that  I  ooald  not  refiise 
iMthosit  offimdrng  many  of  my  best  frieiids,and  I  therclbie 
Qooaeated* 

The  members  of  the  council  were,  at  that  tlmei  demy^ 
iiated  by  a  caucus  of  the  rcpubhoaa  membem  oi  assembly 
from  each  aenatoiial  district.  In  the  southctn  diatrioty 
which  was  represented  in  the  assembly  afanost  wholly 
by  Bucktails,  Peter  R.  Lirmgaton  was  nominated,  I  be-^ 
liere,  without  opposition;  and  in  the  eastern,  Henry  Yatesy 
who  wa^r  the  only  professed  republican  Clintonisft  froa^ 
that  district,  was  selected. 

la  the  western  district  a  large  majority  of  the  republic 
can  members  wen  sincere  friends  of  the  goYemor,  and 
desired  that  a  oouacil  of  appointment  should  be  formed 
who  would  pufBue  all  reasonable  measures  to  sustain  himf 
but,  unfortunately,  the  two  most  prominent  CUntoansi 
senators  from  that  district,  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Hart,  weiw 
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doididatey  for  the  nomiaation.  Both  were  ardent,  and 
both  were  extremely  imprudenty  and  reckksa  of  tlie  conse- 
(JinaBucea  i#hich  might  result  to  the  atate  admiaiitralioa 
fron  their  coUiaionSp  I  siMBak  from  conjectDrei  but  I  do 
ufi/t  doubt  the  fact^  that  the  friends  and  agents  of  Mr*  Van 
fimren  did  what  they  could  to  widen  tba  breaob^  and 
bfightea  the  contest  between.  Bates  aiul  Haxt 

There  were  a  few  Budctail  members  of  assembly  from 
the  western  district.  These  gentlemeui  ixt  Ate  caucus 
hsU  by  the  members  from  that  district,  supported  Henry 
Sqrmour,  and  some,  if  not  all,  the  friends  of  Bates,  out  of 
mere  resentment  against  Hart  and  the  Utica  Bank,  which, 
it  vas  said,  had  be^  busy  in  this  a&ir,  voted  for  Seymouri 
atid  he  was  nominated.  Messes,  Livingston,  Yates,  Sey*» 
mour,  and  myself,  were  the  next  day  chosen,  in  puiauanoa 
of  the  decrees  of  these  sub-caueussers.* 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  had  been  |^ven  out,  by 
some  of  the  Bucktail  leaders,  that,  in  case  Mr.  Clinton 
sbmld  not  be  the  next  republican  candidate,  Judge  Yates 
would  he  selected,  and  that  those  outgivings  bad  been 
communicaled  to  Mr.  Henry  Yates,  who  wa?  a  brother  of 
the  judge.  It  is  proper  to  add,  however,  that  I  do  pot 
know  the  fact,  and  state  it  as  conjecture  merely.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  subsequent  events  proved  that  HTr.  Yates  be*- 
cme  opposed  to  Mr,  Clinton.  Before  I  go  further,  it  ia 
my  doty  to  say,  and  I  take  pleasure  m  saying  tt,  that 
Henry  Yatos  was  strictjiy  an  honest  and  honorable  man« 
la  all  my  communications  with  him  i  never  found  him 
guilty  of  the  least  evasion  or  prevarieatioa*  But,  never*  . 
thelesa,  his  mind  may  have  been  biased  whea  he  himself 
was  not  aware  of  it. 


*  a  w«  tt«t0d  !•  oie  Ivy  lk«  tete  JndfB  W.P.Van  Nbm,  tlu^t  thf  momni  ^ 
•OBBcil  was  chosen,  Mr.  Van  Buran  wrote  to  his  fridnd  in  Columbia  county,  the 
following  brief  letter  :— 

4«4H  if  ttTe.    Sftynwur !  Sern^wl  Seya^^r  l*' 
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*  fkre,  then,  was  a  council  organised,  constating-  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  who  was  open  and  virulent  in  hk  opposition} 
of  Mr.  Seymour,  who  was  equally  reserved  in  his^ho^ittlityy 
but  wary,  smooth,  and  apparently  moderate  in  his  action; 
and  Mr.  Yates,  a  professed  Clintonian,  but,  undoubtedly, 
considerably  influenced  by  his  brotbisr,  the  judge,  now 
openly  in  the  opposition;  Mr.  Henry  Tates  unreserredly 
declaring  himself  opposed  to  Judge  Spencer,  or  what  be 
called  the  dictation  of  Mr.  Spencer. 

Immediately  after  the  council  was  chosen  and  before  its ' 
first  meeting,  Mr.  Tates  stated  to  me  that  John  Van 
Ness  Tates,  who  was  his  distant  relative)  had  been  mt^ 
justly  removed  through  the  influence  of  Judge  Spencer, 
from  the  office  of  recorder  of  Albany;  that  he  wisbed 
forthwith  to  correct  the  error  by  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Parker,  and  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Tates;  that  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston v^^ould  vote  with  him  on  that  question,  but  Mr- 
Seymour  would  not,  as  he  had  cofmmitted  himself  to 
vote  gainst  all  removals  except  for  official  misconduct 
To  this  I  replied,  that  although  the  office  was  of  little 
importance,  and  although  I  was  satisfied  that  the  removal  > 
of  the  late  incumbent  was  wrong,  the  case  was  peculiar, 
and  I  was  not  prepared  to  act  in  accordance  with  hia 
request — ^that  the  agency  Judge  Spencer  had  had  in  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Tates,  and  the  connection  existing  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Parker,  would  render  the  removal 
of  the  latter  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Judge, 
whidi  considering  the  very  great  obligations  he  had  con- 
ferred on  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  friends,  by  his  efficient 
and  successful  effbrts  in  procuring  his  nomination,  would 
be  an  act  not  only  unjust,  but  would  stamp  with  the 
Vilest  ingratitude,  the  governor  and  all  those  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  his  friends.  This  reply  was  not  at  all 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Tates,  and  in  various  conversations 
with  me  he  finally  intimated   that  unless  this  outrafj^t 
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.  wm  repaired,  he  could  not  lend  his  aid  in  the  Totea  his 
.  ahottid  give  in  the  council  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clin- 
J  Ion.    Eventually  I  assured  Mr.  Y.  that  although  I  could 
not  and  would  not  tote  for  the  removal  of  Parker^  before 
the  council  was  dissolved^  I  would  aid  him  with  my  vote 
in  making  some  suitable  provisoh   for  bis  friend;  and 
with  tUs  assurance  he  was  satisfied.     I  mention  this  lit- 
tle incident,  to  show  by  what  means  the  current  of  the 
.  state  patronage,  while  it  was  distributed  by  the  council 
of  appointment,  was  directed  w  changed.    I  was  wrong. 
I  should  have  declined  any  negotiation^  and  disclaimed 
all  responsiblity  in  respect  to  the  doings  of  a  majority 
>4>f  the  council.     That  course  would  have  relieved  me 
from  much  anxiety  and  vexation,  and  in  the  end  would 
^ have  been  better  for  Mr.  Clinton. 

Pbad  been  but  a  few  days  in  the  senate,  before  I 
perceived  that  although  there  was  a  nominal  majority 
in  that  body  favorable  to  the  governor,  the  real  majo- 
rity was  against  him,  and  I  could  not  but  forsee  that 
■U&e  consequence  would  be,  to  the  executive,  seriously 
conbarrassing.  I  communicated  my  views  to  the  govern- 
or, which  he  affected  to  treat  with  great  indifference,  and 
urged  that  I  was  mistaken  in  the  canvass  I  had  made.  I 
fiirther  stated  to  him  that  the  preponderance  of  talent 
among  the  republicans  was  decidedly  unfavorable  to  him, 
and  that  he  had  not  a  single  friend  there  who  was  suita- 
ble for  the  leader  of  a  party.  Shortly  afterwards  I  had 
reason  to  suspect  that  jealousies  were  taking  root  between 
Mr.  Van  Buren  and  CoL  Young;  and  I  thought  that 
circumstance  afforded  a  favorable  opportunity  to  make 
an  effort  to  gain  one  of  them;  and  as  Col.  Young  was 
identifij^d  with  the  governor  in  the  canal  policy,  and  as 
canal  commissioner,  was  his  colleague,  it  struck  me  that 
he  would  be  the  most  natural  ally.  Senator  Hart  wali| 
as  be  assured  me,  in  habits  of  familiar  intercourse  with 
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CeL  Y.,  tnd  I  requested  btm  to  ascertaiii  whetlMr  a 
good  attd  friendly  communicaion  could  not  be  establiiked 
between  the  governor  and  Mr.  Young.  From  Mr.  Hatt 
1  soon  learned  that  Coh  Young  did  not  object  lo  aet 
with  Mr.  Clinton  if  he  could  be  satiafiod  that  the  go- 
vernor would  pursue  a  republican  eoorae;  and  if  tome 
triflmg  personal  difficulties  could  be  explained  and  pa- 
aaoved.  I  forthwith  called  on  Mr.  Clinton  and  comnM* 
Bicaited  to  him  these  facts,  but  I  found  him  indifferetti) 
and  diainclined  to  aid  in  carrying  into  eflSect  the  pro- 
jcet  I  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  which  I  deemed  highly 
inqN>rtant. 

From  that  moment  my  confidence  in  Oot«  Clinton,  aa 
a  good  practical  politician,  in  a  popular  goyemment^  witt 
gone.  I  have  never  regained  it.  However  noble  mi 
magnificent  were  his  ends,  he  failed  in  providing  the 
means  for  their  accomplishment 

Not  many  days  passed  before  any  diflkulliea  whicli 
might  have  existed  between  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr. 
Young,  were  removed,  and  a  fixed,  well  compacted  and 
organized  majority  against  the  governor  was  formed  in 
the  senate.  In  the  progress  of  the  session,  proooedinga 
were  had,  which  exhibited  that  majority  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  remove  all  doubt.  In  proof  of  tlus  poaitiM, 
I  give  the  following  case: 

In  the  wt  stern  district,  at  the  election  in  April,  1817, 
two  s^iators  were  to  be  chosen;  one  to  supply  the  place 
of  a  deceased  senator  from  that  district,  who  in  1816 
died,  one  year  before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  the 
other  for  the  term  of  four  years.  Doct.  Jediah  Pren- 
dergast  and  Isaac  Wilson  were  nominated,  and  at  the  time 
of  th^  nomination  it  was  understood  that  Prendergast 
was  the  candi«late  for  the  four  years  term  and  Wilson 
for  the  one  year.  By  law,  in  a  case  like  this^  the.  can- 
didate who  had  the  greatest  nupiber  of  votes  was  d»* 
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dared  elected  fer  the  longest  term.  A  dispute  arose  bc^ 
Hv«ea  those  candidates^  and  the  qaestion  was,  Which  of 
A^m  was  entitled  to  a  seat  for  the  four  years.  The 
following  were  the  undisputed  fhcts  as  reported  by  Mr. 
Aey,  chairmab  of  iie  omnmittee  of  elections. 

There  were  given  at  the  election^  for  Isaac  WilsM 
AiUeB  thousand  and  nine  voles.  For  Jediah  Prendergast^ 
imirteea  thoosand  nine  hoadred  and  eighty-ire,  and  fbr 
Jedediah  Prendergast,  ninetjH)ne,  and  Jed,  Prendergaift 
Itefr  viales.  The  canvassetB  delivered  the  certificate  for 
fsur  jtB,n^  to  Mr.  Wilson.  It  was  proved  by  the  oath 
of  forty -two  electors,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  conniittee, 
titet  they  had  voted  for  Jeiediak  Prendergast,  mtending 
JmUuh  P^cndergast  Tliese  forty*two  votes^  ind<^ndent 
•f  the  remaining  fifty^nine,  would  have  given  Doct; 
f^rendergast  a  majority  of  eighteen  orer  Wilson.  The 
ocmnittee  further  reported  that  it  was  not  alleged  by  Vh* 
Wilton  that  there  was  any  man  in  the  cHstrict  who  bore 
the  name  of  Jedediah  Prendergast.  The  committee  thcre^ 
fore  reported  that  Mr.  Prendei^gast  was  entitled  to  a 
seat  for  the  term  of  four  years.  It  would  seem  to  me 
that  no  man  capable  in  the  plainest  eases  of  distinguish-^ 
iag  between  right  and  wrong,  could  dtflfer  with  the  com- 
Mittee  in  the  conclusions  to  which  they  arrived.  But 
tlsre  was  one  fact  in  the  case  which  the  committee  did 
not  report^  and  that  was,  that  Prendergast  was  a  sup* 
porter^  and  Wilson,  by  this  time  had  become  an  oppo- 
Bent,  of  the  governor. 

CoK  Youngs  whom  I  have  said,  and  again  repeat,  is 
an  honest  mui,  (but  whaft  mind  is  proof  against  the 
bias  created  by  political  prejudice  and  inteaest,)  grave- 
ly made  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Wilson  to 
tike  seat  for  four  years.  He  produced  the  bible ^  and  in 
it  found  both  the  names  of  Jedediah  and  Jediah,  and 
thence  inferred  that  he  had  sustained  the  position  for  which 
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^e  contemledl  It  would  have  been  more  Gredteal>l««io 
bim  and  his  friends  to  have  voted  without  argiMni^ 
The  four  yeais  seat  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Wilsooi  hf  ^a 
vote  of  thirteen  to  eleven.  >.    ^^ 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  the  minoiitj,  I  give  the  oudmi 
of.  those  who  Toted; 

For  Wilson-^Bamum,  Cantine,  Crosby,  Dayton,  Dili- 
mis,  Knox,  Livinglon,  Ogd^,  Seymour,  Skinner,  Van 
Buren,  Yates,*  Young, — thirteen.  \ 

For  PrendergasI — ^Batss,  Bowms,  Frey,  HamnHMiil^ 
Hascal,  Lounsbury,  Noyes,  Ross,  Swart,  Tibbits^  Vaft 
Yechten — ^even. 

The  two  Ppendergasts  and  Wilson  did  not  vote.  The 
absentees  were  Allen,  Swift,  Hart,  Mallory  and  Bidcnd. 
It  will  be  seen,  with  the  exertion  of  Mr.  Bewne,  (stt 
exception  highly  honorable  to  him,)  that  it  was  a-  conr- 
plete  party  vote.  From  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  CoL  YowBg, 
^t  any  rate  better  things  ought  to  have  been  anticipated. 
Doct«  Prendergast  from  that  day  became  and  was  a 
sealous  Bucktaill  I  leave  it  to  the  philosophical  inqmrer 
into  the  action  of  the  human  mind  to  account  for  his 
conversion. 

The  procedings  of  the  council  were,  as  may  wdl  be 
anticipated,  when  the  materials  of  which  it  was  eooto 
posed  are  considered,  bungling,  awkward  and  inconsis* 
tent.  In  almost  all  cases  my  individual  views  wera 
thwarted.  Something  was  always  proposed  by  one  of 
the  members  with  whom  I  acted;  which  though  perhaps 
not  absolutely  bad,  was  by  no  means  so  good  in  my 
ji^ulgment,  as  might  have  been  done.  I  of  course  yiel^^ 
ed,  to  prevfut  something  worsen  I  do  not  recollect  ai 
but  one  prominent  appointment  which  I  proposed,  which 
was  made;  and  that  was  the  appointment  of  C.  D.  Cot^ 
den  mayor  of  New^-York.     The  members  from  the  iitf 

^    *'Wliiok-««f  Mr.VttlQf  lMMAmtytetoar&dlfiroBiUibT«l». 


Imi  rwouimmkimi  Col.  Paoldug,  and  ke  iraa  of 
fnppcvted  by  Afoflsre.  LivingstoB  and  Seyiaoiip.  Tbi 
fpvtnuNr  WW  ia  filler  of  SjlraiMia  Miliar^  I  fita*  pm^ 
poeed  Mr.  Golden  to  Mr.  Yates,  who  was  geoaraUy  bm 
xfyi^  to  erotfs  the  viawa  of  tbo  gevamary  thkmgh:  he 
wished  to  avoid  the  appearaooe  of  opposkiani  or  mthav  hi 
^alined  (for  he  waa  iaeapable  of  deaaptioBy)  j^aeltif 
hiBisclf  ia  an^  attituda  of  direct  hostility  to  tha  ff^rmwrn* 
The  policy^  op  perhaps  I  ought  to  say  fadings  of  lif\ 
Yates,  placed  Gov.  Clintoa  ia  the  precise  coaditaea  wfcidi 
Mr.  Yaa  Buren  desired.  He  was  so  situated  aa*  ha  the 
TOW  of  hia  friends  and  tha  pablic,  to  be  held  respOMS^ 
bW  for  all  the  aj^poiatmaiita,  many  of  which  wave  oal 
his^  httt  suhmittad  to  by  hiaa  to  avoid  a  worse  comse 
by  the  coanciL  But  I  am  wandering  from  miy  aabj^cl# 
I  infonned  Mr.  Yates  that  the  OoTemor  desired  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Miller,  upon  which  ha  readily  eeaah 
mitted  himself  in  favor  of  Golden.  I  w^nt  immediatelji 
iota  the  council  and  nominated  Golden^  As  I  antioipe* 
tad,  eiiher  Livingston  or  Seymour  nommated  Pauldiagii 
which  reduced  the  governor  to  the  necessity  of  deeiding 
between  the  two.  He  of  course  voted  for  Cokten,^  and 
ha  waa  appointed. 

Gov.  Glinton  like  Gov.  Lewis,  waa  extremely  tiiaad 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  federalials.  Mr.  Yataa 
was  also  averse  tO'  tha  appointment  of  any  individuals 
belonging  to  that  class  of  politicians,  I  give  one  v^ 
stance.  I  had  accidentally  become  acquainted  with  John 
C.  Hamilton,  son  of  the  celebrated  General  Hamiltani 
and  the  talented  author  of  his  biography  now  being  pub* 
lisbed.  I  ascertained  that  the  little  office  of  cqpunissioiiei 
of  deeds  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  and  proposed  his  ap« 
ppintment  to  that  office,  to  the  govemorf  as  well  in  testis 
amny  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  greatest  men 
that  ever  lived  in  this  country,  as  a  mark  of  attention  to  a 

30 
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yoiflig  man  of  fitir  chamcter  and  promising  talents;  anil 
it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  I  procured  this  petty  ap> 
pmitment,  because  John  C.  Hamilton  was  supposed  to  be 
%  federalist. 

The  old  friends  of  the  governor  in  New-York,  who  had 
been  ejected  from  office  because  of  their  attachment  to 
Clinton,  such  as  P.  C.  Van  Wjck,  Garrit  Gilbert  and 
others,  who  claimed  that  provision  should  be  made  far 
them,  were  extremely  pressing,  in  urging  the  removal  of 
tike  bucktail  incumbents  to  make  place  for  them. 

For  myself,  I  considered  the  New- York  bucktails  as 
having  formed  an  organized  opposition  to  the  states  ad 
ministration,  and  as  political  opponents  to  the  democratic 
party  in  the  state,  which  I  insisted  was  represented  by 
Gov.  Clinton  astheir  chief;  and  according  to  the  common 
law  of  party,  as  then  established,  I  thought  we  had  the 
right,  and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  make  war  on  them,  as 
a  faction,  who,  like  the  Burr  and  Lewis  faction,  were  op^ 
posed  to  the  great  republican  party  in  the  state.  But  I 
should  have  preferred  some  other  appointments  than  those 
which  were  recommended  by  the  governor.  They  con- 
risted  of  a  little  handful  of  old  friends,  who,  from  some 
cause,  it  may  be,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  had  become 
odious  to  the  great  mass  of  community,  whether,  consist- 
ing of  federalists  or  democrats.  *I  should  have  preferred 
to  have  taken  now  and  then  a  federalist  of  influence  and 
personal  popularity,  and  to  have  christened  him  a  demo- 
crat, and  to  have  gone  into  the  ranks  of  the  bucktails  and 
selected  some  of  them,  but  precisely  the  men  whom  the 
leaders  of  the  faction  disliked,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of 
Cotden,'who  was  at  the  time  a  bucktail  member  from 
the  city.  This  policy  did  not  accord  either  with  the 
views  of  Mr.  Clinton  or  Mr.  Yates,  who  of  course  pre* 
vailed,  and  the  old  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  were  generally 
restored  to  office. 
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Mf.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  who  had  been  a  distinguish- 
ed federalist,  as  appears  from^what  I  have  before  related, 
'HOW  claimed  to  be  an  ardent  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and 
he  and  his  friends  pressed  hard  upon  the  council  for  the 
remoTal  of  Richard  Riker  as  recorder,  and  his  appoint- 
ment as  the  successor;  but  to  this  Mr.  Tates  positively 
refused  his  consent,  and  the  application  of  course  failed. 

A  combination  of  republicans  in  Rensselaer  county, 
headed  by  William  L.  Marcy,  our  late  governor,  then  re- 
corder of  Troy,  was  formed,  who  acted  in  concert  with 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  An  application,  strongly  urged,  was 
made  to  the  council  from  that  county  for  the  removal  of 
such  of  those  men  as  held  office,  and  especially  Mr.  Mar- 
cy. These  men  did  not  come  within  the  description  of 
the  New- York  bucktails.  They  occupied  the  same  poli- 
tical attitude  as  Van  Buren,  who  as  yet  supported  regular 
nominations,  whether  the  persons  nominated  were  for 
"Or  against  Mr.  Clinton.  I  therefore  reAised  to  con- 
sent to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Marcy,  or  any  of  his  friends 
in  like  manner,  as  I  had  refused  to  consent  to  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  from  the  office  of  attorney  general. 
At  the  ensuing  April  election,  however,  the  county  con- 
vention, having,  as  I  was  informed,  nominated  Clintonian 
republicans,  Mr.*Marcy  and  his  friends  got  up  &  bucktail 
set  of  candidates,  and  supported  them  at  the  polls  of  elec- 
tion in  opposition  to  the  regular  republican  ticket;  by 
which  means,  I  believe,  federal  members  of  assembly 
were  returned  from  that  county.  At  the  June  session  of 
the  council,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  principle  of 
motion  I  had  adopted,  I  voted  for  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Marcy  and  his  other  friends,  and  they  were  removed  ac- 
X5ordingly. 

How  inconsistent  was  the  conduct  of  these  men.  The 
sole  ground  alleged  for  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton 
was,  that  he  was  extending  too  much  fSeivor  to,  and  there- 
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b;  strenglheiuiig  tbe  federal  p«|iy ;.  but  hfuf^  tb(.](  opfited 
fepabliqw  c^ndid^itef  wbea  tbey  mufft  bave  kumnik^  tlmf 
tjbe  e&ct  of  tbat  oppostion  would  b«  ta.  pKocur^^  %  Mmt/i 
ifSfpie^mUtim  fi^ova  tli^coHutji  c|f lUo^elRttr.  fiMt  iUin  ur- 
yongjalfncy  im»  not  confio^d  tatbrmi.  tm  wreml  tyywrtwp 
gf  tbe  Bi^u^^^^-^m  toT'  inttanfie  in  tb«  <^iwt](  of  Cbimimgnj 
where  Geoeral  Qerqum  ^m^  elected  in  ojipovtion  to^s^  £%- 
^jar  repubUpcva  i^oquaatioDi.  b}  uniting  witb,  tbe  fedend- 
iats^— the  conduct  of  th^  Clintonon  nepubHcaps^  wi«  ec^iir 
cy^nsieteDt  with  tbeic  professioua  ea  that  of  tbe  Renetftlmr 
county  bucktails«  Indeed  it  cannot  be  denied  thpt  Mff. 
Qlinton  encouraged  irregular  nominattonfri 

Before  the  adjournment  of  tbe  council^  it  wf^  agroad 
between  Messrs*  Yatesi  Liyingston  a^id  Seymour,  to  lem we 
Poet.  Cooper  froni  the  office  of  secretary  of  state*  I  nop 
«f  pTii^d  of  it^  and  although  I  siLaled  that  I  should  TOte 
ilgainst  the  measure,  there  were,  I  confess^  two  cott«4aar 
tjlous  wbi<ch  induced  me  tq  look  upon  it  with  indiSertDe%i 
The  one  was,  the  improper  manner  in  which  be  came  into 
the  oH^e,  and  the  other,  that  it  enabled  me  to  redeem  tb^ 
Uie.  pledge  I  had  given  to  Ms.  Yates  to  make  some-fiiovi^ 
«ipn  for  J.  V,  N.  Yates.. 

Mr«  Livingston  accordingly  at  the  next  meetingi^  tb^ 
eouncil)  in  the  presence  of  the  secretai^,  made  a  ^leii^ 
attack  upon  him^and  upon  the  means  by  which  his  appoint 
Ujient  was  obtained,  and  offered  a  resolution  for  hia  resMr 
va)|  which  was  carried  by  the  votes  of  Messrs^  Livia|^ 
ston,  Yaties  aoid  Seymour.  I  voted  ^g^ns^  it  and  the-  g4^ 
vernor  entered  his  protest  agaiQ3t  the  mteasurei.  repeir 
ling  in  a  spirited  manner^  tbeanifnadversion&made  bjr  M& 
Livingston  on  the  conduct  of  Qov.  Tayler,  After  tbe 
removal  of  Mr.  Cooper,  upon  my  nomination,  John,  Van 
Ness  Yates  was  appointed.  In  many  respects  Mr.  Yates 
was  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  office.  He  was  a  pianof 
fine  literary  taste^  of  ready  resources,  of  nund,  pe048e9sli^; 


blrtMiafft  (f  Hot  prftfoond  telents^  and  c&pabfe  iff  Aftiiig  ttmci 
irMiiB  th«  MKriiit^M  piMiible  pemid  of  tbbe^* 

During  this  session,  Mr.  Edwards  of  N«W- Y«rk)  bmtiglll 
a  bill  ifilo  the  aaaembly  finr  calling  a  istsittft  cMINJlilioik  for 
ocMmid«l4tig  mtA  parts  of  the  oonsiitutioii  at  rehiil^  H  tfva 
appoilittncfiit  «f  officers.  His  obje«iC  li«  16  feibDliih  Mft 
coMoH  <tf  appoitotarent^and  protide  for  the  appoihttv^M 
(»r  olIkMs  in  sotte  othcflr  Way.  I  advibed  tiM  gb^ifeMior  UM 
his  Aiettds  16  soppott  thii  project;  and  to  enlai^e  the 
pliwsfs  ^  the  <sottvetttion  in  s«ch  inanneir  that  thiey  4imM 
alao  hare  the  right  to  consider  the  propriety  bf  altetih^ 
and  extending  the  right  of  sufflvge.  All  men  had  be- 
come disgusted  with  the  appointing  power,  under  the  old 
oenstitutton,  and  so  imiyersal  was  the  opinion  that  H 
change  onght  to  be  made,  that  I  was  satisfied  tfait  th^ 
oonnctl  of  ftppointaiient  could  n«>t  much  iotigef  form  t 
part  of  t)ur  goremmental  machinery^  live  right  of  suV* 
iVage,  loo,  was  moiie  restricted  in  this  state  4bah  hi  any 
other  of  the  northern  br  middle  states;  and  t  was  satined 
theft  public  oj^inion,  in  a  state  so  highly  democtaticy  would 
not  tnuch  longer  endure  the  restriction.  1  told  the  go- 
vernor that  tiie  project  would  eTentually  succeed,  and  that 
he  had  better  seiiee  upon  it  then,  while  ia  one  brahch  of 
the  iegislatnre  al  least|  we  had  the  power  of  controlling 
sn4  keeping  within  due  bounds  actton  tipbn  (he  question; 
but  neither  he  hor  his  friends  wouM  listen  to  me.  Tha 
scheme  was  started  hy  a  New-To^k  Bucktail,  and  that  it* 
self  seemed  good  came  of  opposition  to  it.  Indeed,  Q&r. 
dinton  and  his  iVienda  tainly  hoping  that  they  should  be 
able  to  control  tiie  council  of  appointment,  seemed  ant- 
ions  for  retaining  it.    The  proposition  of  Mr.  Edwards, 

*  TUt  eonoeil  cannot  be  cbaifed,  mhtn  c«mpnred  with  other  f ooncilt;  with 
nilbenlity  towardi  the  Bndttall  party.  Thtoy  appointed  ttany  of  their  open  «n4 
nTowed  opponents^  among  whifm  none  waa  more  to  than  Henaral  Root,  and  ht 
was  appointed  district  attorney  fnr  the  cjonty  of  Delaware.'  John  Savage  was 
alio  appoincad  diitri«t  attbrney  of  Ihr  connty  vf  Washuktos.    JITcU  r. 
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tkbough  sapported  by  him  with  th«  moat  ardent  and 
honest  zeal,  and  by  able  and  unanswerable  arguments^  wa^ 
rejected  in  the  assembly. 

The  term  of  service  in  the  senate^  of  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr* 
Oantine  from  the  middle  district,  woal4  expire  daring  thia 
year;  and  their  successors  were  to  be  chosen  at  the  an- 
nual election  in  April.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  at  that . 
time,  a  large  majority  of  the  electors  of  that  district  wera 
Clintcmians,  but  by  adroit  management,  such  arrangements 
were  made  as  resulted  in  the  election  of  one  Clintonian 
and  one  BucktaiU  Mr.  Cantine  was  not  a  candidate  for 
re-electioui  but  Mr.  Ross  and  his  friends  were  extremely 
anxious  that  he  should  be  again  returned.  It  was  con* 
ceded  by  all  that  one  of  the  candidates  should  be  taken 
firom  the  county  of  Orange,  where  Mr.  Ross  resided,  bat 
there  was  a  dispute  whether  the  other  candidates  should  be 
taken  firom  the  county  of  Ots^o  or  the  county  of  Greene. 
According  to  the  population  of  the  respective  counties,  and 
the  represoitation  each  county  had  enjoyed  in  the  senate, 
Otsego,  in  preference  to  Greene,  was  entitled  to  the  mem- 
ber. The  decision  of  this  question  was  submitted  to  a 
caucus  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  from  the  middle 
district  There  would  have  been  little  difficulty  in  deci- 
ding this  question,  had  it  not  been  known  ihat  Moses  Aua- 
tin,  an  avowed  Bucktail,  had  been  nominated  by  the  re* 
publicans  of  Greene,  and  tfiat  Arunah  Metcalf,  a  vesy. 
estimable  man,  but  who  was  equally  well  known  as  a 
Clintonian,  had  been  designated  by  the  republicans  of  Ot- 
sego county.  A  majority  of  the  members  from  the  mid- 
dle district  were  Clintonians,  and  yet  a  majority  of  those 
members  in  caucus  decided,  in  effect,  that  Austin  should 
be  the  senatorial  candidate.  This  decision  was  produced 
in  the  following  manner:  A  Mr.  Strong  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, had  been  proposed  by  some  of  his  friends,  as  the  sue* 
oessor  of  Mr.  Ross;  and  although  the  members  of  assem- 
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hly  Stam  tiist  county  were  decided  ClintoaiMW)  they  were 
Ifosi  pjcncmal  and  local  considerations  very  desirous,  m 
I  liaTe  before  stated,  that  Mr.  Ross  should  be  re-elected) 
and  they  feared  that  in  case  the  Orange  county  dele- 
gatton  supt»orted  the  claims  of  Otsego;  Columbia,  Delar 
ware  and  Greene,  (Bucktail  counties,)  would  advocate  tho 
ekction  of  Strong,  and  thus  the  expectations  and  wishsi 
of  Mr.  Ross  and  his  friends  would  probably  be  defeated. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  very  adroitly  availed  himself  of  tbeif 
fettrs;  and  eventuajily  the  members  from  Orange  voted  in 
fiMror  of  Oreene,  which  caused  the  nomination  and  dec* 
1km  of  Mr.  Rosa  and  Mr.  Austin.  So  that  instead  ai 
tmp  Clintonians  from  the  middle  district  we  had  but  <me« 
Before  the  middle  district  convention  adjourned,  it  was 
resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  an  address  to  the 
doctors  of  tiie  district,  on  the  subject  of  the  approaclmig 
tieetiom  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  appointed  chairman  of 
ihat  committee.  Another  person  agreebg  with  him  oi 
political  views,  and  myself,  were  of  that  committ^.  He 
drew  an  address,  in  which  he  reviewed  the  political  con^ 
test  between  the  two  parties  during  the  late  war,  and  most 
soundly  abused  our  old  political  opponents.  The  poor 
Meralists,  who  were  so  far  from  being  dangerous,  that  they 
had  no  idea  of  opposbg  our  candidates,  be  they  who  they 
night,  very  justly  might  have  complained  of  this  treat* 
ment  as  illiberal,  if  not  cruel.  But  on  the  part  of  Mr; 
Van  Buren,  the  measure  was  politic  and  judicious.  If  the 
CSintonian  republicans  refhsed  to  sign  the  address,  then 
it  was  evidence  of  what  was  diarged  against  them,-^ 
a  secret  understanding  with  the  federalists,— 4f  they  signed 
it,  then  the  federalists  might  be  told,  that  they  had  no 
moce  to  expect  from  one  class  of  the  republicans  than 
from  another;  for  both  had  joined  in  the  uncalled  for  de- 
nunciations against  them.  The  address  eventually  was 
signed  indiscriminately  by  all  the  repablican  members. 
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Ib  die  miMir  of  iStV,  Mr.  «#1<iimmi 
MtUr  Mr.  Spenoer  SteOMI,  the  owMr,  hid!  inmfmH*^ 
Ifr.  fa»el  W.  Cladc,  the  Albany  Begictor  evtiblUiMnU 

Mr.  Clttk  had  <lmn«riy  pffiiiledl,al  CoopcwloiRai,  a  «a^ 
pdUican  paper  called  ^  Tbe  Watch  Tower.^  Thm^ 
dcifeoti««  in  ediunlioB,  and  aa  a  bosbasB  bhbi  not  axaiDlly 
aaitadto  this  world)  iia  was  a  man  of  gveat  puritj  af  pii»> 
c^ak  and  an  aMatlent  hearty  and  he  poMMoaed  a  mcadk 
highrr  grade  of  talents  than  <^  pablic  in  general  gare 
Untthe  cuadit  of  poaBeaeiBg.  He  dieugfat  highly  of  ifn 
GiintQ%  and  was  enthusiastic  in  the  snppoft  of  hn  ipMN 
jncls  «f  intttenal  impravements.  Shortly  mfter  he  took 
pnaMaaion  of  the  Begisler,  he  wrote  and  pidilidMd  m  tel 
paper,  n  actiea  of  numbers,  in  wluch  he  aostained  &a 
aanal  pobey  with  great  ability.  Major  Noah  who  Umi 
•iiled  the  Naticmd  Ad^rocate,  the  leading  Budclail  pn* 
par,  nttMhed  these  nnmbers  with  gaent  zeal;  and  aadk 
was  tdke  talent  displayed  by  the  autiwr  that  the  Msfdr 
ehargod  tlann  to  the  pen  of  Do  Witt  Cfintan  himself 
I  nm  thus  pnrtieular)  in  order  to  do  justbe  to  a  friani, 
not  correctly  appreciated  by  tbe  pnblie,  wbasa  memanf  i 
atitt  cherish  with  oosdial  aftctian. 

33ia  Albany  Aigvs,  oondncted  by  Jndge  Bnri,  wan 
aansidfrsd  tattwr  as  iiie  osgan  of  Jndga  Spenocr;  wlib 
Ae  Aagister,  under  the  management  of  Clark,  was  ^aasfr* 
sidered,  more  especially  as  apealdng  the  language  of  Aa 
goremor.  This,  and  tbe  circametanoe  that  Clark  desisad 
to  obtain  the  alate  piBting,and  aik>wed  himself  4ote 
tattered  by  Soatbwick,  who  at  keart  was  aeridng  thn 
proatmtion  of  Mr.  CUntoa,  that  the  state  palronaga  wna 
within  bismch,  piodaceda  oolliaion  between  two  trading 
joumala  whioh  oughl;  to  have  acted  in  cordial  union. 

Before  the  annual  election  in  April,  aN  reflecting  man 
ibi^saw  that  a  permanent  separation  would  take  plaoa 
before  the  next  election  far  governor  between  the  i 
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OMMi  lAo  soppgried  and  those  ^i^  were  opposed  to  Mr. 
Oliirtoii.  The  questim  Mrhidh  pr«d«iced  the  grtani 
ttncietj  in  the  minds  or  politieiiMs  was^  which  pavty  wouM 
f8tai»  -the  greatest  nvaaber  of  demooriits,  or  rafther,  (wbidi 
peshapa  would  be  more  in  aooordmce  with  the  tnilh  of  the 
Buttter,)  -vvhiob  pair^  sbe«ld  retain  the  name  of  Me  ivpub* 
kean  party.  Hre  election  ne^rtheless  was  «ttempt«d  %b 
he  eondueted  in  the  usual  way.  The  oandtdates  wc3«>se* 
lected  by  county  and  district  coftTentions^  In  seTeral 
•ettniies,  howeTcv,  one  or  the  <4her  section  of  the  demo- 
oratic  party  sebelled  against  the  decrees  of  these  eonven- 
Ijone,  as  in  the  case  of  Reneseiaer  and  Chenango  eoundes; 
bat  symptoms  of  oppugnation  were  most  frequently  maai* 
jfested  by  the  Clintonians.  The  inclination  of  an  immenae 
majeiity  of  the  federal  party  undoubtedly  waS|  to  act 
witfi  (hcwe  whom  they  deemed  to  be  the  real  friends  of  te 

IpiVitSSlOi*. 

In  the -western  district,  senatorial  coni^ention)  Gamaliel 
H.  BarstoW)  David  £•  Evans  and  Perry  G.  GhtidS|  were 
ttominaited*  They  were  selected  because  they  were 
haewn  to  be  friends  of  the  governor.  Some  oppositioB 
on  that  account  was  made  to  them  at  the  election.  Mr. 
Ghilds  in  particular,  who  was  personally  unpopular  in 
ennsequence  of  having  been  mther  a  grasping  lawyer, 
was  opposed  by  a  respectable  fiumer  by  the  name  ef 
Fainei  He  would  undoabtedly  have  lost  his  eleo^ 
lien|had  it  net  been  known  that  Mr.  Paine  was  in  feel** 
i^g  with  the  Bucktaii  party,  while  it  was  believed  Mn 
CUlds  was  a  firm  friend  of  the  governor*  We  shall 
i^ortly  see  m^th  what  fidelity  Mr.  Childs,  as  well  at 
Mr.  Bvan$,  (peraoMtly  a  very  eotimable  man,)  catYied 
iaflo  efiact  the  known  wisbee  of  those  who  elected  them. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  ttie  S8d  of  Aprti.  Hie 
tesultof  the  elections  generally  were  fav«^rable  to  the 
gtfvcnnar* 
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In  the  city  of  New-York^  it  is  tnie^  tbe  Buekteil 
•Meiiibly  ticket  micceeded  by  a  majority  of  more  tlian  » 
(iioufiaiid,  but  in  the  state^  a  majority  of  th^  republicatt 
members  of  assembly  chosen  were  decided  friends  of  thm 
goTernor.  Although  Mr.  Austin  was  elected  from  Uie 
middle  district,  it  was  Tery  evident  a  majority  of  the  elec» 
tors  in  the  state  weriB  in  &Tor  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  the 
eastern  and  western  districts  had  elected  senators  with 
express  reference  to  that  question. 

The  following  are  the  i^mes  of  the  senators  elected>-*» 
from  the  southern  district,  Darius  Crosby;  middle,  Wil* 
Uam  Ross  and  Moses  Austin;  eastern,  George  Rosecrantik 
and  Leri  Adams;  western.  Perry  O.  Childs,  Cramaliel  H. 
Barstow  and  David  E.  Evans. 

Before  concluding  this  chapter,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
indulge  in  a  few  reflections  in  relation  to  the  political  po* 
sition  of  Mr.  Clinton;  and  upon  the  reasons  why  numy 
of  the  republicans  at  this  early  period,  manifested  symp- 
toms of  opposition  to  his  administration. 

Mr.  Clinton  had  been  nominated  in  1817,  by  a  majo* 
rity  of  the  republican  party  represented  in  convention^ 
upon  the  solemn  assurance  of  Judge  Spencer  and  his  other 
friends,  that  if  nominated  and  elected,  he  would  rigidly 
pursue  a  republican  course,  and  discontinue  all  conneetion 
between  himself  and  the  federalists,  if  such  connectiim 
had  existed.  An  iadherence  to  a  republican  course,  it  waa^ 
I  presume,  well  understood,  would  render  it  his  duty  to 
distribute  the  state  patronage  so  fiir  as  he  had  an  agency 
in  its  distribution,  as  his  predecessor  had  done,  among  the 
members  of  the  republican  party  only.  The  federalisbs 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  a  porti<m  of  the  patronage^ 
and  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Clinton  they  wm 
doubt  expected  to  enjoy  it. 

Mr.  Clinton,  when  he  commenced  his  administration^ 
profebsed  his  determination  to  support  the  republican  par- 
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tj,  but  he  affected  to  belieye,  4bat  the  federaliets  did  not 
exiflt  88  a  party.  He  alleged  that  there  was  oo  difference 
of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  measuresi  and  of  course  there 
ctald  .not  be  two  parties.  He  was  cold  and  distant  in  hit 
deportment  towards  Mi.  Van  Boreui  Mr.  Young,  Mr. 
Skinner,  and  other  leading  republicans  who  had  opposed 
bis  nomination;  and  when  he  spoke  of  them  his  language 
was  calculated  to  produce  unfavorable  impressions  in  rela- 
tion to  their  political  views  and  motives;  whil^  he  was 
known  to  be  in  habits  of  frequent  and  confidential  com- 
munication with  Judge  Van  Ness,  Judge  Piatt  and  other 
leading  federalists.  Still  he  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
appoint  federalists  to  office.  Judge  Van  Ness  used  to 
aiK»l<^ize  to  l^s  friends  who  solicited  appointments,  in  the 
best  manner  he  could;  and  was  known  to  have  entreated 
them  to  wait  for  a  short  time,  and  ^^  wUil  Mr.  ClinUn 
should  get  fairly  into  the  saddle.^ 

Was  it  unreasonable  to  expect  that  this  conduct  of  the 
governor  and  the  declarations  made  by  leading  federalists 
of  the  tenor  of  what  I  have  quoted,  would  not  excite  Uie 
jealousy  of  the  republicans,  and  alarm  those  of  them  who 
had  but  recently  emerged  from  the  tremendous  contest 
with  that  party  during  the  late  war  1 

But  in  truth  the  federalists  as  a  party,  were  neither  dis- 
banded nor  annihilated.  It  is  true,  the  glitter  and  blaze 
of  their  watch  fires  were  not  visible,  but  they  were  smoth 
ered, — not  extinguished.  The  ^^  emberi^  remained  and 
there  were  not  wanting  many,  who  like  Mr.  Coleman, 
were  ready  to  fan  them  into  a  flame.  It  was,  therefore,  a 
vain  attempt  of  Mr.  Clinton,  when  he  sought  to  acquire 
and  retain  the  confidence  of  both  parties.  He  should 
either  have  adhered  strictly  to  the  usages  and  discipline 
of  the  republican  party,  or  he  should  have  openly  or  pub- 
licly declared  that  he  disclaimed  all  connection  with  any 
party  and   that  his  selections  to  office  should  be  made 
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froifi  snio&g  the  mosft  taletited  htkA  woitty^  iMMj^MliVfe  cf 
tb^  ]K)4itical  party  of  Which  they  might  have  beeft  tttitt* 
ben.  The  latter  ocmrse  he  eemld  not  take  wiflKMift  violk^ 
tiAj^  (he  i^ledges  made  in  fai&  f«me  by  Jvdge  Spentter,  tefMt 
the  former  was  so  directly  at  war  with  his  fteKngs  tlM 
had  he  attempted  it|  he  was  inciq^ble  eft  earryitig  it  mik 
in  good  fkitti. 

If  Mr.  CKnton  had  any  genentl  system  «F  poHlieai  ztb- 
tiofi|  it  was  one  tending  to  %  merger  or  amalgamatidft  ^ 
all  parties  into  one,  or  to  erect  out  of  liie  two  esdstilig 
parties  a  third  party,  the  object  of  which  should  be  Mi 
indiTidual  support.  The  idea  of  an  amalgamation  of  pattiffii 
in  a  free  state,  is  chimerical,  and  the  notion  that  4hrtli 
great  parties  can,  for  any  considerable  time  enst,  is  mK 
cnlous. 
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FBOM  VJLY  1, 1818,  TO  MAT  1, 1019 

Tisw  «¥CBt9  of  political  itaportance  occurred  daringp  the 
fisuner  of  this  year. 

There  can  be  little  doabt  but  that  the  leadera  of  the 
party,  of  vbich  Mr.  Van  Baren  was  the  head,  determined, 
llefore  the  meeting  of  the  kgialotiire  boW'  chosen,  to  draw 
the  line  dietHietly  between  the- supporters  and  oppmients 
€l  the  goyemor.  The  difficulty  consisted  in  doing  this  in 
such  a  way  as  to  produce  a  eontiction  that  the  governor's 
-  friends:  were  a  minority,  and  a  dissenting  section  from  tke 
republican  party. 

Plartly  by  accident,  and  partly  by  good  management  on 
the  part  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  bad  management  of 
Mt(.  Clinton  and  his  friends,  this  object  was  *efiected,  or 
olaimed  to  have  been  effected. 

William  Thompson,  a  native  of  Saratoga  county,  hsd 
cstabiisbed  himself  in  the  practice  of  law  in  the  coimty  of 
Slmeca.  He  was  a  young  man  of  respectable  talents,  and 
had  once  or  twice  represented  that  county  in  Ihe  assembly; 
and,  while  a  member,  some  personal  difficulty  had  oecarred 
hetweeft  him  and  Lieut  Gov.  Taylor.  A  sharp  contest 
had  also  happened  between  hkn  and  Mr;  Blisha  Williams 
af  Hudson,  in  relation  to  the  public  buildinga  in  Seneca 
county — Thompson  contending  that  they  ought  to  be  loca- 
ted at  Ovid,  and  Williams,  that  Waterloo,  where  he  was 
krgely  interested,  ought  to  be  their  site.  Mv.  Thompson 
was  again,  in  April,  1818,  elected  to  die  assembly  from 
Seneca.  He  was  a  man  of  warm  passions,  and^  from  the  • 
circumstances  I  have  mentioned,  had  acquired  strong  pv»- 
j«KKces  agmnst  several  person^  of  standing  and 
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in  the  central  part  of  the  state,  and  among  them,  Qor, 
Clinton  came  in  for  a  share  of  his  dislike.  He  vas  readily 
fixed  upon  as  the  candidate  of  the  Van  Buren  party  for 
speaker,  because  h^  was  a  western  man;  and  on  that  ac- 
count, as  well  as  on  account  of  the  interest  which  several 
members,  who  lived  in  the  same  district  of  country  with 
him,  felt  in  favor  of  locating  the  court-house  at  Ovid,  it 
was  supposed  some  members  would  vote,  in  caucus,  for 
him,  who  would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Sharp,  or  other  distin- 
guished Bucktails  resident  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state.  Mr.  Thompson  was  undoubtedly  informed  of  this, 
probably  by  his  old  acquaintance  and  friend,  Col.  Young, 
before  he  left  home;  and  measures  were  taken  to  procue 
the  attendance  in  Albany,  on  the  evening  before  the  ses- 
sion, of  every  one  who  it  was  believed,  or  hoped,  woald| 
in  caucus,  vote  for  Thompson. 

The  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature, was  the  6th  of  January.  The  arrangement  for  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Thompson  for  speaker,  was  kept  a  pro- 
found secret  from  the  Clintonian  republicans;  and  an  im 
pression  prevailed  among  them  that  John  Van  Ness  Yates, 
who  had  been  elected  to  the  assembly  from  Albany,  a  man 
supposed  to  be  rather  unsettled  as  to  which  party  he  would 
attach  himself,  would  be  the  speaker. 

Gov.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  desired  for  speaker  a 
more  decided  man  than  Mr.  Yates;  but  presuming  upon 
their  influence  with  the  members  from  the  country,  had 
taken  no  measures  to  fix  public  sentiment  upon  any  one, 
until  the  day  before  the  legislature  were  to  meet,  whoi 
they  determined  upon  Gen.  German.  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider this  determination  as  extremely  injudicious.  Mr. 
German  himself,  from  his  native  good  sense,  at  first  dis- 
approved of  it.  It  was  a  long  time  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  assembly.  He  knew  that  prejudices  existed 
against  him  among  many  even  of  Mr.  Clinton's  best 
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friends.  H«  wished,  he  said,  to  take  his  {dace  as  a  floor 
member  of  the  house,  and  he  hoped,  in  the  course  of  the 
•easion,  to  r^ain  the  confid^ce  ot  his  old  friends.  But 
this  (fid  not  satisfy  the  gorernor.  Possibly  some  of  the 
federal  members  who  were  in  town,  may  have  urged  that 
.German  ought  to  be  the  speaker.  They,  no  doubt,  wished 
to  widen  the  breach  between  the  Clintonian  and  Van  Bu- 
sen  republicans.  What  could  hasten  that  breach  more 
efifectually  than  the  support  of  German  for  speaker  *t  He 
had,  while  in  congress,  opposed  Ae  declaration  of  war, 
and  some  of  the  war  measures.  He  had  signed  the  ad- 
dress against  the  election  of  Tompkins,  in  1813,  and  he, ' 
■at  that  moment,  owed  his  election  to  the  federalists,  hav- 
ing been  chosen  in  opposition  to  a  regular  democratic 
nomination.  If,  then,  it  was  desirable  that  Mr.  Clinton 
should  retain  in  his  support  a  majority  of  the  republicans, 
Nothing  could  hare  been  more  mal-apropos  than  the  sup- 
port of  Mr.  German.  But,  if  it  was  unwise  in  Mr.  Clin- 
ton and  Judge  Spencer,  to  determine  on  him  as  a  candi- 
date, it  was  still  more  inexcusable  to  have  brought  him 
forward  without  consultation,  and  without  previous  ar- 
mngements  with  their  friends  in  the  country.  Objectiona^ 
ble  as  Gen.  German  was,  there'  can  be  y^y  little  doubt, 
if  proper  measures  had  been  taken  a  few  weeks  before  the 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  a  majority  of  the  republicans 
might  have  been  obtained  who  would  have  supported  him 
in  caucus.  But  not  the  slightest  effort  was  made  by  the 
governor,  or  hb  friends  at  Albany,  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  their  friends  in  the  country  for  such  a  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  they  were  wholly  ignorant  of  the  project, 
until  they  arrived  in  Albany. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  I  attach  too  much  im* 
portance  to  this  transaction,  but  I  am  sure  I  do  not.  If 
names  and  forms,  on  any  occasion,  are  things,  they  em- 
phatically were  so  at  that  time.      I  aver  it  as  my  delibe- 
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rate  opinioiij.that  the  error  aNnmttted  by  tkeCIii 
f^vblicansi.ia  respect  to  the  support  ot  Mn  6e 
the  eycnii^  of  the  4tk,  mcI  oH  the  fifth  day  of  in 
WBSi  the  eauae  of  their  prostetum  aftd  ttiift  as: a  parly* 

At  the  cauottSy  oa  the  eTesaag  beioffe  the  iuf  apponiftai 
for  the  raeeling  of  the  legislative,  thtere  vera  asfTcastjHMe 
republiean  loefitbera  present  On  ballotiag  for  speaker, 
Thompsoa  received  £oirty-l3wo  votea^  and  Oernuoi  thirlp- 
tbrea  As.  I  have  before  remarked,  all  the  Backlsfl 
members  were  there,,  while  from  ten  to  fifteen  GUatoniaaB 
had  not  BxriTed.  After  the  result  of  the  billeting  wm 
announced,  the  frieada  of  German  refused  to  vole  in  finrer 
of  concarring  with  the  majority;  and  the  neat  day  siaa^ 
when  the  hoase  convened,  they  refused  to  sapport  hisBb 
In  this,  in  my  judgment,  they  were  clearly  in  the  is  i  any 
It  ia  useless  to  allege  that  all  their  friends  had  not  aariiraA 
Tial  they  knew  before  they  went  into  caucus.  When 
they  consented  to  a  caucus  nomination  they  were  pledged 
to  support  that  nomination,  and  it  was  a  vtolaiten  ef 
plighted  faiib  and  honor  to  refuse  to  do  so*  It  was  ths 
very  predicament  in  wbick  their  opponeAts  deaieed  te 
place  theaik  The  actual  result  waa  a  fiar  greater  gratificm 
tbn  to  Yaft  Buren  and  his  frienda  thui  if  Thonq>8on  hadl 
been  elected. 

When  the  assembly  met,  en  the  mommg  of  the  5th  ef 
January^upon  balloting  for  speaker,  no  one  had  a  mcfjiaiity 
of  all  the  votea.  The  candidates  were  German,  Tfaamp* 
spa,  and  Duer  of  Albany.  On  the  first  ballot  Cinrwmn 
Mseived  more  votes  than  either  of  the  other  two  eandn 
dates^  The  house,  after  balloting  four  times,  wtthtneaskf 
the  same  result,  adjourned  to  the  nesrt  day.  On  the  mensf 
ing  of  the  Gth,  another  ballot  was  taken,  the  result  of 
w4iich  was  as  followse — QeFma%  fifty^-five;  Thmtfmm^ 
thirty^eight;  Dner,  twenty. 
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No  one  kaTing  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  Gen.  Root 
ofiired  a  resolution  that  William  Thompson  be  appointed 
q>eaker  of  that  house.  The  following  members  voted  in 
fiivor  of  this  resolution: — Beebe,  Blakely,  Clark^  Cleland, 
Conklin,  Orolius,  Deyo,  Eldred,  Ells,  Fosdick,  Foster, 
Frosty  Gale,  Groot,  J.  Guion,  Oumee,  Hatfield,  E.  Hill) 
N.  P.  Hill,  Howell,  Howes,  Humphrey,  Hunter,  Irving, 
Litehfield,  McCall,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Osborn,  Patterson, 
Reynolds,  Romaine,  Root,  Sharp,  Spencer,  UlshoefferjWal'- 
kins.  Weed,  A.  Wells,  Williams  and  Youngs — forty-one. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  Mr.  Thompson 
being  but  forty-one,  and  the  residue  of  the  members  pre* 
sent  voting  in  the  negative,  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  William  A.  Duer  be  de- 
clared speaker,  and  the  following  members  voted  in  favor 
of  this  resolution:— Barker,  Beebe,  Beadle^  Carman,  Da- 
vis, Finch,  Frost,  H.  Ouyon,  Houghtalmg,  Huntington^ 
Ketcham,  King,  Kissam,  Lapham,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Oakley,  Pfaitt,  Requa,  Root,  Simmons,  Swart,  J.  Thomp- 
son, Tomlison,  Van  Buren,  Van  Loan,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Waldron,  S.  Warren,  A.  Wells  and  Williams — thirty-one. 

AH  the  other  members  voting  in  the  negative  this  reso- 
lution was  lost. 

After  the  rejection  of  these  resolutions,  one  was  offered 
for  the  appointment  of  Obadiah  German,  and  it  was 
adopted,  sixty-seven  members  voting  in  the  affirmative,and 
forty-eight  in  the  negative.  On  this  question  Mr.  Duer 
and  Mr.  John  A.  King,  of  Que^s  county,  voted  in  the 
negative. 

The  refusal  of  the  Clintoniaii  members  of  the  legislature 
to  adhere  to  the  determmation  of  a  republican  legislative 
caucus,  and  the  eventual  support,  in  connection  with  the 
federalists,  of  a  man  holding  such  a  political  standing  as 
Gkn.  German  at  that  time  held,  excited  alarm  among  the 
ftpnblicans  throughout  die  state.    Was  there  not  good 
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cause  for  that  alarm  1  Probably  Bmetjr-nkie  M(t  of  a 
iHindred,  of  Mr.  Clinton's  republican  friends^  mmgaA^ 
ivisbed  to  keep  the  democratic  party,  as  a  party,  togothi^ 
Was  there  any  way  of  effecting  that  object,  estcept  by  tfaa 
enfi»rcemeiit  of  the  usage,  that  on  qoearioos  about  thaflfr» 
leofionii  for  office,  the  minoiity  should  yield  to  the  OH^ot 
rity  1  Here  wa&  a  flagrant  yiolation  of  that  rule,  at  tha 
scat  of  government,  in  fr  vor  of  a  man,  who,  to  his  pMda 
cal  sins  for  six  years  past,  had  added  yet  another,  bgr(  ok 
tailing  a. seat  in  the. assembly  by  federal  TOtes,  against ^  a 
candidate  nominated  by  a  r^ular  republican  coanty  con- 
vention. 

The  goveiMMr,  in.  his  qieech,  presented  a  very  afalevkna 
of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  state.  He  again 
reviewed  the  canal  policy,  and  remmded  the  legislatnmy 
that  by  the  act  of  i^prU  15, 1817,  the  canal  commiwaonem 
w^  merely  authorised  to  contract  for  making  canals  \»t 
tween  the  Mohawk  and  Seneca  rivers,  and  between  Lake 
Champlain  and  the  river  Hudson  at  Fort  Edward;  and-hfr 
forcibly  and  strongly  recommended  authorising,  by  lave^ 
the  commissioners  to  open  the  entire  line  of  canal  navignt 
tion  from  LakeErie  to  the  tide  waters  of  the  Hudson,  and 
from  Fort  Edward  to  the  head  of  sloop  navigatioiv.on  tka 
North  river.  He  recommended  several  other  important 
matters  in  relation  to  other  great  interests  of  the  state. 

After  readbg  this,  and  other  of  the  annual  messages  o£. 
Gov,  Clinton,  so  unobjectionable,  judicious  and  patriptis 
are  his  views,  thaU  one,  at  this  period,  will  be  at  loss,  to 
account  for  the  reason  why  any  honest  and  upright  man^ 
whoiiBltadtte  regard  .to  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
state,  could  find  it  in  his  heart  tooppooe  him. 

The  term  of  service  of  Rjufus  King,  in  the  United 
States  senate,  was  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  March  of  thin 
year,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  present  legislatare  taa]^* 
point  a  successor.    But,  before  their  meeting,  it  had  b&mt 


MMbiini^y'cihiufirt^Ml  among  the  r^ 
hfib€^<sppGtktifdB  of  tb«  governor;  that  he  Wttfin^ftLVdf  of 
tte'r»*e)eetioii  of  M!r.  King,  and'  that'  he  nirii^  indtic^td 
ttke  thtfi  courae  with^iiew'to  ebndRatif' tVe  fi^etsAbtfa: 
Mbthing  GouM  be  morie  utitnie  tbatt*  thitf '  allegsttioif.  It 
mi0  iw  vain  that'  he  denied  it.  The  rWy  mett  idio  cii'cu- 
Isted  the  report^  at  the  same  time  stated,  that  the  goyertfc^ 
puMidydiscIaitiied'siich  intentioDjbUt  thejT,  nbtWithstklHl^ 
iiifg^  ifltolMed  that  he  wam^eeref/j^  infavot  of  tile  itiieaiMrt^ 
Hlyw  waff  it  poMlible  to  disprove  a  chaise  madb  and'  ste- 
t«ified  in  this  matlnet'1"  If  Nfr.  Glinton;  ill'  hitf^cotirfet$a- 
tibii  altottt  an  United  States 'Senator,  spoke  agilh^sV  tH^^r^ 
election  of  Whr.  King,  it  was  prccistely  the  cfotfrte  of  c6ta- 
dnet  ifirbioh  his  opponents  had'  indicated; 

On'  the  other  hand,  many  leading' and  bigdtfed' fcdfeMl^ 
arts  a^etfained'wh&t  were  thereat  fedings  of  Mr.  Clfini^h^ 
td^i^dsMr.  Kihgj  and'fmm  that  moment  tUe^^  A^krtif 
war  against  him.  Hence,  the  conduct  and  votes  ot'THil 
Dner  and' Mr.  John  Ac*  tShg  in  relation  to  tfa^  eledKoiiW 
den.  Germam  a^  speaker,  who,  when  the  find  question' 
vhk»  taken,  reftisedtoTOte  for  him.  Hencej  field  Mar- 
itM'  Coleman^  in  his*  paper,  after  the  election^  in  18fi&|' 
declared)  that,  until  shortly  before  the  election,  hb'wtts 
Mt'only  opposed  to  Clintori;  bnt  even  pk^eferred  TotUp^ 
klhs  to  him.*  Bat'  it  is  not  less  cttious'thah  true,  tliat' 
while  Mr.  Clintbn  was  loning  fSriends  among' the  fi^deral- 
itls^  because,  as  they  charged,  and  prbbably  truly,  that  he' 
Wtos  personally  hostile  to  Mr.  King,  he  was^  losing  man^ 
of' his  republican  friends,  because  the  Bucktails  charged' 
Unr  with  a^endship  and  preference  for'tbesame'gientTe^' 


Thefed^Mlists  in  the  legislature,  led  by  Mi<:  YtoT^ch- 
ten  in  the  senate^  and  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Oakley-m  Hik^ 
assembly j  pereeirvhig  that  th<i  members' clithning'tdb^ 

•  "Bit  -Ehtiak  F6ft,  Mari  l«^ 
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democmtie  would  disagree  in  the  cfaoice  of  senatdri  detev- 
mined  to  sQpport  Mr.  King.  I  ami  however,  aware,  and 
I  <mght  to  have  mentioned,  that,  by  this  time,  two  parties 
had  sprung  up  among  the  federalists.  A  minority,  led  by 
Mr.  Duer  in  the  assembly,  and  by  Mr.  Coleman  and  the 
Goodies,  in  New- York,  were  determined  to  make  war  on 
the  goTemor,  while  a  large  majority,  at  the  head  of  whom 
stood  Mr.  Oakley,  in  the  legislature,  and  judges  Van 
Ness  and  Piatt,  out  of  it,  seemed  equally  determined  to 
amalgamate  with  the  Clintonian  party,  and  support  Mr. 
Clinton's  administration.  Why,  then,  did  the  latter  class^ 
on  the  question  of  speaker,  and  in  the  election  of  a  senar* 
tor,  take  a  course  so  embarrassing  to  the  gOTemor  and  his 
friends  1  Why  did  they  not  pursue  that  line  of  conduct 
best  calculated  to  secure  to  him  the  support  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  republican  party  t  It  is  often  difficult,  and 
sometimes  impossible,  to  discern  the  real  motives  of  poli- 
ticians. 

Notwithstanding  the  dissentions  which  bad  occurred  in 
the  choice  of  a  speaker,  and  the  violation,  on  the  part  of 
the  Clintonians,  of  the  obligations  they  incurred  when 
they  consented  to  go  into  a  caucus,  it  was  determined  to 
call  a  meeting  of  all  the  republican  members  of  the  legis- 
lature for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  senator.  The 
Clintonian  members  of  the  senate  had  had  no  agency  in 
the  proceedings  relative  to  the  speaker;  and  several  of 
them,  particularly  Doct.  Barstow  of  Tioga,  Mr.  Adams 
of  Lewis,  and  myself,  were  determined  not  to  permit  a 
permanent  separation  of  the  republican  party,  if,  by  any 
means,  it  could  be  avoided.  A  meeetbg  was  tb^efore 
called,  in  the  senate  chamber,  to  nominate  a  senator,  and 
due  notice  for  that  purpose  given.  The  Clintonians  had 
fixed  upon  John  C.  Spencer,  a  member  of  the  United 
States  house  of  representatives,  for  their  candidate^  (and^ 
in  justice  to  him,  I  ought  to  say,  this  was  entirely  without 
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bis  knowledge,)  while  it  was  welt  understood  that  the 
Bucktail  candidate  was  Col.  Young.  We  did  not  know 
what  the  result  might  be,  but  were  determined  to  support 
any  gentleman  who  should  be  nominated. 

The  Bucktail  members  of  the  legislature  soon  ascer- 
tained, with  certainty,  their  own  strength;  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  became  well  satisfied 
that  a  majority  of  the  republicans  in  the  two  houses  weve 
for  Mr.  Spencer.  I  say  this,  because  there  was  good  rea- 
son to  believe,  from  their  conduct  in  the  caucus  which 
was  held,  that  they  had  determined  before  they  came 
there,  to  break  up  the  meeting  without  any  nomination* 
The  evidence  evinced  by  their  conduct  at  the  caucus,  of 
this  determination,  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  neither 
Mr.  Van  Buren  nor  Col.  Young  attended.  The  absence 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  mig;ht  be  accounted  for  by  the  extreme 
illness  of  his  wife,  but  Col.  Young  had  no  such  excuse. 

After  the  meeting  was  organized,  some  gentleman,  op- 
posed to  the  governor,  addressed  the  meeting  by  animad- 
verting with  great  severity  on  his  character  and  conduct^ 
and  concluded  by  reproaching  the  Clintonians  for  not 
adhering  to  the  caucus  nomination  of  speaker.  Among 
others,  Gen.  Oerman  replied,  and  defended  the  political 
character  of  the  governor,  and  the  conduct  of  his  friends. 
He  was  followed  by  a  violent  personal  attack  by  Mr. 
Peter  R.  Livingston.  It  appeared  to  be  his  object  to  in* 
duce  a  personal  quarrel  between  himself  and  Mr.  German* 
Gen.  Oerman  was  neither  slow  to  answer,  nor  backward 
in  retorting  personal  abuse.  This  kind  of  altercation 
could  not  be  endured  by  a  large  majority  of  the  meetings 
and  it  finally  was  dissolved  without  even  an  attempt  to 
transact  any  business,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.«John  T.  Ir^ 
ving,a  member  from  New-York.  I  own  I  was  glad  wh^ 
the  meeting  broke  up,  and,  I  believe,  I  seconded  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Irving;  but  I  was  wrong.    It  afterwards,  sal 
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ttMdc,^IiiEetl3r.dMrl7  appeartd  that  0^  C)v%toaiao«  ^e^e 
iB'the  .iDB}oritj.  They,  tb^iefo^i  abonU  M»W  (f^fm^  siQ 
ad^Dfm.  Thef  ahouM  hav^  iiui^ted  m  jtiftkiog  a  nqmt- 
nation,  and  if  their 'OppoRflatoirafiiaed  to  mtf^tH^y^a^ 
thqr  AigM^i  fwilb  igtcalt  >plaii$ibiU^i^9  imm  idenoitaacil  4ki^ 
aa.aifretiQii. 

Hub  was  ^e  laai  4iii^  ^Ae  iGUatoDiaiiB  land  .BiKilBt«la 
aHmiptad  to  omcm  tog^A«r  us  jioUtlQltl  6i«idi. 

A  fewiamuDgB  ^aftemmrds  ^  jOlintaniaoa  MM  a  ia«etr 
lag  l>]r  Ihenaekes,  and  imaaimQuiily  awmuirtad  /Joho  G* 
Speaoer. 

On  4ibe  day  'fised  b|r  lafve  :for  ilh^  alectipn  f>f  i^m^lpr)  Mi 
nmninBtkan  coald  he  made.  T^e  fiederaUato  voMfoc  M^* 
King, IlieBadktaihifor Mr.  YpiuBig^aad  tJ^Cl^ilQawp  ff» 
Mr.  Spenoer.  In  the  asaembly  Mr.  Spenoer .d^oeivad  Aftf  * 
faar  irotes,  Mr.  Young  forty-four,  ii^  iif.  £wg  t^iety 
four.  SoBi«  oi  ihe  menbecs,  ^ho,  op  the  f^aojatuw, 
voted  for  Col.  Young^whea  the  reeplxiUon  wap  loBt,yot0d 
far  Mr.  King.  The  whole  nuaiber  of  cepahUcaa  v^ktesy  ia^ 
bolh  htoaaesi  for  Col.  Y/ouag,  ^neca  fiEly-aeTcin^  vhih 
thoie  givaa  to  Mr.  Spenoor  w«re  aixty-foujr;  abowifi^ 
esrUmtiy,  a(t  lihat  timei  a  republican  maj^or^j  ia  the  le|^ 
latare  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clintcm;  bat  tbe  prepDaderaaqie  ^ 
talent  waa  decidedly  with  the  Suoktaila. 

Ezekiel  Baopn,  iate  ^mpAffoUer  of  the  U^aited  S^tea 
traaaury,  a  ClifttoAiaa  njuember  from  Oo^ida  ^Qouaty,  uras^ 
man  of  coasidecable  talent,  hut  the  atrcpjgtb  and  vigor  ^ 
kta  Aind  had  been  greatly  impaired. by  a  nerv^mB  disei^. 
Qen.  German,  aa  I  have  so«iewher.e  .before  remarked^ 
vhen  kt  eame  into  public  life^  was  an  uneducated  man^ 
but  poaaeaaed,  by  nature,  a  altrang  a^d  pow^eiAil  intetleoty 
wlii(A  waa  w>W  improved  by  long  eicperience  in  le|palar 
lion.  Theae  gentleman  had  to  ^coapter  and  repal  the 
attaaka  of  S.  B.  fiomaine,  Ulaboe&r,  J.  T.  Irving  and 
Sharpa^  together  with  the  galling  fire  of  Qm^-  Root    Mr* 


lM«ir  tHis^Aering  the  sMteiriahi  for  the  ptrHy  0f' ^M^ 
littlfdlNlffea«t«lkto,"%iid  dttiltted  )io  ojrportoiiity  t>f  affiMktt- 
ing  the  character  and  ^diniXiii^ration  of  the  gdVeriidlp. 

<iMkl#^)  it  <hte  ^mi  dt  (kt  ^latgm  i^^tA^  bf  *  Akt^mUsts, 

IMUm^d^to  <tflke  cbi  md^^ndeiit  cotitde^^kid  'to  loiiBLiiitiAi 
«iMIMd'iMt«ttflty,  b«ft  ituran^wieH  undeMood  ihit'M^ 
«Ad  Ms  ^Hiy,litft€^iM!ted  eventually  Vo'indetftSfy  fhl^HideltA 
«HMb  «fe  €ltetdttkui6.  Dmst.  BbftlloWy  «>f  tke  ^senat^,  ^im 
'rflrMti  ^d  m(ga6io«k9,  Imt  quite  toable  to  eo^  *with  ^uA 
ffimAk  am  y«ii  Bureh  «nd  Youttg.  Se»t^  Ytttiis,  "irtiOy  It 
mriH  be  iremiimbered,  held  the  casing  viote  ih  the  ^ouneH 
Irf  ISllB,  tio  longer  dbitted  to  be  a  suppoH^  df  Kft.Ctita- 
l%B,%Ut  ^dted  ^akily  ahd  decidedly  "With  the  (Btickttdto. 
iriii&^alls  befdre,  as  I  thought  I  had  reftsdn  to  Buapi^dt, 
^MliiMd^o  identify  hinsMlf  m^  iiM  ^)tlity,  Ihe  cbndttdt 
^  the  dihfotiitttts  ih  the  chbiee  of  a  bpedc^r,  Ibitoished 
%iii  %ith  a  phMibte  exe^Me  fbreffectHsltiM^  Ub  ittteiitktti. 
The  Cittitwnan  and  Sil^ktdl  "tepttblicaMs  "^ere  naW 
im&Wn  a^  two  distinct  turtles;  and  the  lafeft  InentioiNid 
fMty  tcjcieived  an  aceeteidn  df  strength,  in  the  aenalei 
^Irttkk  wa^  ttdt  anticipated  1>y  theOIiiltohians.  Not  )on|; 
niter  the  meeting  6f  the  legisltatnre,  tfr.  Ohilds  tod  Mr. 
Simna  began  to  manilet^t  Byuptottifs  of  doaat^faction  with 
4ii^  ptii'ty  which  had  elected  thein,  and  Soon  iafter  the  se^- 
ittiMi  of  whidi  I  have  8poken9'pubHc>f  todk  grbohid  Witlh 
tiie  'adverse  purty •  In  this,  I  think  they  Welre  wrong;  fbi", 
Utftiengh  I  am  not  a  believer  in  the  dodtritte  of  instrtie- 
llbns,  to  the  extent  it  is  held  in  Yir^nia  and  some  ottiet 
ilatcSB  in  the  union,  I  do  think,  that  if  a  imm  is  riigctled  by 
i  ^Iiti(»il  t>arty,  because  he  professes  to  be  a  member  c^ 
tlmt  psrty,  if,  after  his  election,  he  chai^ges  hie  optniohS, 
tt  it  is  possible  he  may  conscientiously  do^  he  ought,  in 
Mreh  case,  to  give  back  th^  power  which  has  beeU  commit'- 
tiNl  to  him  by  his  constituents,  i&nd  afford  them  an  oppor^ 
Maity  ib  reelect  Mm,  if  Ihey  aUo  hate  changed  thdr 
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opinions;  and  if  they  have  not  changed  tbem»  to  aUour 
them,  the  opportimity  of  chooaing  a  repreaentatiTO  wlio 
will  carry  into  effect  their  wishes. 

During  the  pending  session  of  the  legislature,  with  the 
exception  of  Messrs.  Van  Buren,  Young  and  Skinner  of 
the  senate^nearlyiif  notall  those  who  opposed  themselyes 
to  Mr,  Clinton,  founded  their  opposition  to  him  upon  an 
ayowed  opposition  to  the  system  of  internal  improTemeite 
which  he  advocated.  This  attitude  was  taken  by  the  le^ 
presentation  from  the  southern  district  in  the  senate  aad 
assembly,  and  by  Oen.  Root  and  others  in  various  othar 
parts  of  the  state.  The  National  Advocate,  the  leading 
9ucktail  paper  in  the  state,  had  boldly  staked  the  fate  of 
the  party  on  the  trial  of  that  issue.  But,  during  this  ses- 
sion, a  change  in  this  respect  took  place.  Mr.  Buel,  un- 
der an  assurance  from  the  majority  in  the  senate,  that  he 
should  be  retained  as  state  printer,  came  out  in  the  Aigns 
against  the  governor,  and  that  paper  now  became  the  ofli- 
cial  Van  Buren  paper.  It  was  said,  likewise,  that  a.  cam- 
ens  was  held,  o{  the  republican  members  opposed  to  Qow* 
Clinton,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  support  the  pro* 
jected  internal  improvements.  Whether  such  a  determi- 
nation was  formally  made  in  caucus,  I  am  unable  to  say^ 
but  it  is  certain,  that  a  sudden  and  most  important  change, 
about  this  time,  did  take  place  in  the  action  of  the  Bode- 
tail  party,  with  respect  to  the  canal,  and  that  that  change 
was  almost  universal.  Mr.  Sharpe  of  the  assembly,  and 
two  or  three  of  the  southern  senators,  were  too  stubborn 
to  surrender  immediately,  and  Gen.  Root  occasionally 
exercised  his  vfii  upon  the  projectors  and  supporters -irf' 
the  canals;  but  after  this,  as  a  party^  they  ioade  no  oppo- 
sition to  this  great  work.  It  is  not  improbable  that  some 
were  induced  to  take  this  course  from  the  consideration 
that,  so  long  as  they  continued  their  oppositicn  to  the  car 
naU  the  whole  west  would  be  against  them.    But  it  Je 
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'Wfong  ta  suspect  a  man  of  doing,  from  selfisli  and  bad 
mottveB,  a  good  act. 

After  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton's  views>  in  respect 
to  internal  improvements,  was  given  up,  there  remained 
M>  measures  about  which  the  two  sections  of  the  repaUi*- 
ean  party  differed.  Here  then,  were  two  parties,  bitter 
and  virulent  against  each  other,  who  cordially  agreed  on 
all  questions  of  principle,  and  mewires  affecting  the  inter- 
act of  the  state,  and  who  mutually  concurred  in  their  sup- 
port of  the  men  who  administered  the  general  govemv 
ment.  Might  not  Mr.  Clinton,  justly  complain  that  while 
ttie  measures  proposed  by  him  were  approved,  he  was 
himself  the  object  of  a  most  bitter  hostility  1  Did  hit 
opponents  object  to  his  integrity  or  capacity  1  No  man 
pretended  to  question  the  purity  of  his  private  character, 
all  admitted  that  he  possessed  talents  of  the  highest  or- 
der. In  one  respect,  however,  to  use  a  legal  phrase,  Mr. 
Clinton  was  eiiopped  from  makhig'su.ch  complaint.  The 
same  Mr.  Clinton  had  assailed  and  finally  prostrated  Gov. 
Lewis  <m  the  same  ground,  and  with  the  same  weapons 
which  were  now  used  against  himself.  If  the  chalice 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren  now  presoited  to  him  was  poisoned, 
it  was  the  same  which  Mr.  Clinton  had  commended  to 

Mr.  Lewis. 
There  were  two  prominent  grounds  of  attack  on  Gov* 

Clinton.     The  one  was,  that  he  claimed  that  he  was  tn 

himself  the  party y  that  he  challenged  the  admiration  and 

almost  adoration  of  his  friends,  and  that  the  only  decisive 

evidence  of  political  merit  among  his  supporters  was  pei^ 

sonal  devotion  to  him.    It  must  be  confessed  that  there 

were  some  grounds  for  this  charge.     Mr.  Clinton  from  his 

boyhood,  had  been  the  child  of  power,  and  either  directly 

or  indirectly  the  distributer  of  patronage.    At  an  early 

age  he  was  secretary  of  Gov.  George  Clinton,  and  during 

the  time  he  was  such  secretary,  and  after  the  political 


wtolaHowim  '30iiy ^heu  4lie  ^dcr  CMatoii  «iMia  \ 
to  the  executiye  chair^  what  more  efficient  'SieaBs  JmhI  4he 
fl^lmnts  fortMEeerto  ^reach  flie  hcait  of  die  veneMble 
goviemer  tfam  tbrougli  4be  ageaqy  and  infltteiioe  of  *a  i»reK«* 
ite  Miihaa^t  /AAer<  G<e9ige  Clmtoii  bad  left  tke  slBte,<adl 
aAer  the  lewt rthtew  t>f  -Lewia,  anft  until  the  year  18M^ 
Die  WiittdUiitOn^as  looked  up  to  ae  almost  the  wirndga 
diipenaer  xf  goMnmtnklf  atvonage.  It  would  beiatranf^i 
if  ttfbevauoh  ia  -taMmig,  the  tforce  of  habit  alone  had  mA 
ABdaredhiBi altaobed  to  aduhtion.  Office  seeken^faMl 
fnpeeially  wmaj  of  has  old  friends  b  JTew-YotiE,  soon  pm^ 
tthred  that  enlagumui  on  De  Witt  Olintan  Annishdl 
Ihe  OkOit  effecluaLmesns  of  defeatiag  rivals  ifor  plane  attd 
annlnment.  Tlvae  praises  which  really  sounded  libaadi^ 
Jntion^twere  not  euited  to  the  taste  cf  alem  tepnUieaai 
avd  liadepanflknt  freemen* 

'The  other  ground  of  accusation  was  that  Ihe  gev^oarifr 
WMB  impraperiy  bi^  secretly  united  with  ihe  oM  Msrd 
psxty.  Thist^aige  was  fhefaly  sustainad  iby  proo^  hnl 
fmss  thcgWBiper  in  which  it  was  ssadg^  I  hayehefosehintei 
it  was 'difficult,  if  not  impossible  todiq>roveit;  and  wlHn 
we  eoBsider  4hat  the  fedend  farty,  at  that  time^oledanai 
themselFes  disbanded  in  the  stete  and  aalistt;  that  Mr« 
CImton  had  as  yet^ppointed  very  few  federalists  lo>offik^f»^ 
probably  fewer  than  Ghortsmor  Tompkins  would  hare  done 
had  he  continued  hn  the  govemment|  and  less  in  proportion 
than  Mr.  Mottroe  in  the  administratbn  of  the  gencfni 
government  had  appmnted^the  Budttails  inthemeantim^y 
claiming  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  his  administratiotey^^ 
so  good  reasM  cnn  now  suggest  itseU  to  any  mind  ivh^ 
this  charge  should  have  injuriously  afiected  Mr.  CHntott. 
But  in  truth  it  did  effect  him  most  seriously.  It  diMT 
from  his  support  a  large  portion  of  those  who  are  geneh- 
ally  called  tiie  rank  and  file  men.  The  charge  was  coii* 
tmually  being  made,  and  was  not  and  could  not  be  din» 
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HHP^irfi);  mdin  tbeir  nunijs  it  m%B  rCpoficmed  t^j  the  fact 
tlAtiir>p9riion  of  the  fed^ralitQts  iafiected  to  b^,  .and  pro- 
bably really  were,  the  friends   and  supporters  of  the 

)09,tj^iithfar.h8i)d|.the(prMW  ^hi^h  vj^eipe  Awtiniiallj 
if^^lhe^^putha  <>£  som^  of  Mr.  Cliiitoa'^  i^artizaiis,  and 
q|^H«^  MHaanor  of  tjie  Clin(onfUuiriiewi|papfrs,  dv^gusted 
wufi  (^bfttched.froiB  the  support  of  tha.state;adininistration 
QMPT  •high  minded  and  bonocable,  but  peirbapB  rather  ,to^ 
fl^ilftittKe  inen.  By  the  one  (ground  of  attack  the  governor 
1^  IjODiiitg/men  of  eleyatad  and  cjuUiyated  minds;  bj  the 
qtberyrtheipredilectictfi  and  favor  .of  that  part  >of!the  repub- 
UftfMP^  who  looked  too  nuM^h  at  the  soir&oe  of  tbingiii  ^nd 
fcMwaad  their  qpinioos  iratber  from  their  m^picions  end 
i|ppreh€inau>n8  of  Wthat  0»^U  be^  than  on  evidenpe  int 

.Afnidst  ihe$e  colIiaioeBend  viptenttStini^eA}  whioh  were 
KMe^tter  than  a  mere  Qcp(te3t  for  ofioe  and  itsemolu- 
manta  Jbetuneeaoitizens,  it  affords  me  pl^aeuce  toditate  that 
th^  common  school  system  received  great  improvement 
ftem  a  vc^y  nble  report  made  by  Mr.  Hawley,  thesuperin** 
ttndeiftt)  and  from  the  able  and  zealous  support  with  which 
Us  {recommendations  weve  sustained  by  G^.  |^t  .in  the 
assembly.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  all  men  in 
Mr>  Vawley,  (a  eodlience  tidily  meritedi)  <Uiat  during 
the  diaoM^aon  4>f  the  bill  in  the  aas^mbly)  Mr.  H.  waa  re- 
quired to  lakie  e^seat  with  the  eaemhew  BiiA  oeoaaionally 
make  verbal  exp)enati«ms  ef  the  otyeels  he  had  in  view, 
in  eev^eifil  of  the  detaiJe  of  his  bill.  The  pUMi  proposed 
hy  the  bill  vUch  became  a  lew,was  very  judtciousi  and  with 
the  altfi^'etion  reoemmended  far  two  successive  years  by 
Mr.  iSpeno^i  of  th^  appoiMnent  of  coux^ty  superinten* 
dealB,  wjbiab  was  adopted  by  the  l^islature  of  1841^  con* 
stitutea  substeniiaUy  our  present  common  school  eyetemj 
a  BY9kfm  9Jirhio)i  t$  as  nearly  perfect  as  one  can  he,  and  at 
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Ae  same  time  be  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  our 
civil  institutions^  and  -mth  the  the  existing  state  of  so- 
ciety. 

When  the  bill  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  contract 
for  the  construction  of  the  whole  line  of  the  canals,  was  be- 
fore the  senate,  seyeral  of  the  Clintonian  senators  opposed 
it,  or  rather  they  preferred  limiting  the  commissioners  to 
particular  sections,  in  order  that  a  demonstration  could  be 
furnished  of  the  practicability  of  the  work,  and  of  the 
actual  expenses  which  would  be  required  in  order  to  com- 
plete it.  We  (for  I  was  one  of  the  number,)  were  friends 
of  the  work,  but  we  believed  that  public  confidence  would 
be  better  preserved  by  this  cautious  course  than  by  invest- 
ing the  commissioners  at  once,  and  before  any  demonstra- 
tion had  been  afforded  of  the  practicability  of  the  schemei 
with  the  power  to  incur  a  debt  in  the  name  of  the  state, 
of  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  repre> 
sented  by  the  Albany  Argus,  and  subsequently  in  a  pam- 
phlet written  by  B.  F.  Butler,  Esq.  as  opposition  to  the 
canal;  and  further,  that  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  Mr. 
Barstow,  Mr.  Ross,  and  myself,  confidential  friends  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  they  attempted  an  inference  that  he  himself 
was  not  atheart  desirous  of  a  speedy  completion  of  the 
work. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Albany  Argus  and  Re- 
gister of  April,  1819,  will  enable  the  reader  to  arrive  at 
a  correct  conclusion  as  respects  these  proceedings: 
Frtmt  the  Mbanf  Jirgui. 

^^  The  Canal  Law. — ^Taking  the  printed  bill  for  our 
data,  we  made  two  material  mistakes  in  our  last,  in  noti- 
cing this  subject.  The  law  authorizes  and  empowers  the 
commissioners  to  proceed  to  open  a  canal  communication 
between  the  Seneca  river  and  Lake  Erie,  betweed  Utica 
and  the  Hudson  river,  and  between  Fort  EMward  and  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  Hudson.     It  authorizes  an  annual 
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loan  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  vicludmg  the  loan 
authorized  by  a  former  law. 

When  the  bill  was  under  discussion  in  the  senate,  Mr. 
Hammond  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  second  sec- ' 
tion  so  much  as  authorizes  the  commencement  of  the  east- 
em  and  western  sections  of  the  Erie  Canal;  which  motion 
was  negatived,  twelve  to  sixteen,  as  follows: 

For  striking  out — ^Messrs.  Austin,  Bamum,  Barstow, 
Bowne,  Dayton,  Ditmis,  Hammond,  Livingston,  Louns* 
bury,  Noyes,  Ross,  Swart — twelve. 

Against  striking  out — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Bates, 
Childs,  Evans,  Frey,  Hart,  Knox,  Mallery,  Rosekrants, 
Seymour,  Skinner,  Van  Buren,  Wilson,  Yates,  Young — 
sixteen. 

Mr.  Ross  then  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as  author- 
izes the  commencement  of  the  section  between  Seneca 
river  and  Lake  Erie;  which  was  also  negatived — eighteen 
to  nine. 

Mr.  Hammond  then  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  so 
much  as  authorizes  the  commencement  of  the  section 
between  Utica  and  the  Hudson  river;  which  was  negatived, 
eleven  to  seventeen,  as  follows: 

Ayes — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Adams,  Austb,  Bamum,  Bar- 
stow,  Bowne,  Dayton,  Frey,  Hammond,  Noy%  Swart— ^ 
eleven. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bates,  Childs,  Ditmis,  Evans,  Hart, 
Knox,  Livingston,  Lounsbury,  Mallery,  Rosekrants,  Ross, 
Seymour,  Skinner,  Van  Buren,  Wilson,  Yates,  Young — 
seventeen. 

It  will  appear  evident  from  this  sketch  of  proceedings, 
that  the  canal  question  was  neither  advocated  nor  op- 
posed in  the  senate  on  political  grounds;  and  that  some 
of  Mr.  Clinton's  warmest  political  friends  were  the  most 
hostile  to  the  principles  of  the  bill." 
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Prom  the  Albany  Regist^: 

"  The  bill  mentioned  in  the  article  we  taiv6  eXtmet^ 
from  the  Argus  of  Tuesday  last,  authorizes'  tbe  c&nal 
commissioners  to  contract  tor  the  making  of  the  tnftdft 
line  of  the  wMern  canal. 

'  When  Mr.  Hammond  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  df 
the  second  section  so  nmch  as  authorizes  the  immediatife 
commencement  of  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of  the 
Brie  Canal,  he  stated  that  he  was  decidedly  in  favof '  of 
prosecuting  the  great  work  of  connecting  the  waters  of 
Lake  Erie  with  the  Hudson  riyer  by  a  canal;  that  he  had 
not  a  shadow  of  doubt  but  that  this  great  object  would 
be  ultimately  accomplished;  that  he  had  full  confidence 
in  the  estimates  made  by  the  canal  commissioners,  and 
that  he  was  willing  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  furnish  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  splendid* 
undertaking.  Bat,  he  said ,  that  if  it  was  really  intended  tor 
complete  the  work,  it  was  important  that  ^public  confr^ 
dence  in  its  practicability  should  be  preser^^d.  Wliatwas 
the  best  means  of  preserving  that  confidence?  Canals^  it 
10  true,  are  common  in  Europe,  but  they  are  novel  in 
America.  The  people  wish  a  demonstration  of  the  prac- 
ticability and  utility  of  the  proposed  canals.  He  was 
therefore  of  opinion  that  the  completion  of  the  whble 
projected  system  of  internal  improvements  would  be  besf 
ensured  by  confining  our  expenditures  to  the  northern  ca- 
nal and  middle  section  of  the  western  canal,  until  the 
northern  canal  and  middle  section  of  the  western  should 
be  completed  and  in  actual  operation.  With  this  view  he 
would  cheerfully  vote  to  authorize  the  commissioners  to 
borrow  any  sum  they  should  say  was  requisite  to  accom* 
plish  those  objects. 

If  the  northern  canal  and  middle  section  of  the  western 
canal  were  completed,  and  the  state  in  the  receipt  of  the 
revenue  produced  by  the  tolls  from  those  sections,  could 


angronan^^of  oomiaoii  sense  entertain  h>  dmbi  Imtrikair  tliv 
^[pfteni  a<id  western,  s^ctioas  of  the  Brie  cauftl  wouUiImi 
^mshiedl,  Eett^^ugbt  not,  Slid  Ai«re/^. made  bitiiiaotwii 
to<fltriki^oiit* 

Mr»  Ros^^atatodtthalt  he;8lMNiUTole'fdr  «lriki&gvo«fc|for 
similar  reasons,  at  tb^same;  time  deotaviiig^  hisp^detemiina^t 
iim  to  p^cseir^e^iwtil  the'  wb^le  system,  of:  internal  im* 
|^pYen^ent.shoi4d;be  carriedintot  eftotiaodicompletadi. 

Qur  rqa4erS:  will  pei:<caiYe  that>  tfa&  inmauatkui  of.  ofK 
position  to.  tb^  cai^y.  conjtaioed  ini  tbe^.  concluding  pasa-i* 
fffffi^iir  wiiAQb.  w«  ha^ei  epctrat^ted  from  our  neigUbor  Biiel^. 
istnotonly  incorrectbut  manifestly  unjnstas  respects  Mr« 
Ros^..  and.  Mr..  Hanimoiid^  and.  such  of  tbeii  politioeii 
ftien^s  as.voted.  witk  th«m«" 

Xb^goT^moi^pn  Us.  spee^.ait  the  oDmrneaccBot oKt 
the  session,  was  silent  on  the  subject  of.  a  conventiooi  to- 
ammd  the  consUtntion$  but  Gen.  Root,  onithedghdi  of 
F/ehniary^  offered  a^resolvlion.  in  thesassembly  for  the  orii/ 
ojC.&conventiou  with  unlimited  powers  to  revise,  alter,  or^ 
niAdJiy  the  Qpnslitution«. 

This  resolution  called  forth  an  extended  and  ivery  able ' 
debate.    Mr.  Boot  of ,  course  supported  it  with  his  usual  ^ 
ability,  and  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.Baeon  from  Oneida< 
cpuAty,  in  a  Tery  able  arguasbent.    On  the  other  bsnd^ 
the,  federalists  genemliyy;  together  with  Mir.  Yates,  who 
made. a  very  handsome  argument,  opposed,  the  resola  ' 
tion.    As  yet,  therefodre,  there  was  no  dectsiTe  indications 
that .  the.  call  of  a  convention  would  present  a  question 
whioh.  would  be. decided  upon  party  principles. 

Theresolutim.wns  eventoally  rejected. 

During  the  summer  of  1818,  Joseph  Elicott  had  re* 
signed  his  office  of  canal  commissioner,  and  the  governor 
had,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  law, 
aa  the  vacaney  happened  in. the  recess  of  the  legislature, 
appointed  senator  Hart  in  the  place  of  Mr.  EUicott.    This 
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appointmeiit  was  exceedingly  judicious;  for  Mr.  Hart, 
whateyer  his  defects  as  a  legislator  may  have  been,  was  a 
yery  correct  business  man.  It  became  necessary  for  the 
legislature  before  the  session  expired,  to  pass  upon  this 
appointment,  as  the  appointment  of  Hart  would  expire 
on  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Hart  being  naturally  a  man  of  ardent  feelings,  and 
having  formerly  entertained  strong  prejudices  against  the 
federal  party,  and  withal  being  a  very  indiscreet  man  in 
his  conversation,  was  personally  dbliked  by  the  federah 
members  of  the  legislature.  The  Bucktails  had  fixed  upon 
Henry  Seymour,  who,  although  more  bitter  in  his  feel- 
ings towards  the  governor,  than  most  of  the  other 
members  of  his  party,  was  gentlemanly  and  courteous  in 
his  manners,  and  as  a  member  of  society,  highly  esteemed 
by  gentlemen  of  all  parties. 

The  moment  I  heard  who  the  opponent  of  Mr.  Hart 
was,  I  was  alarmed,  as  I  considered  Hart's  success  very 
doubtful.  I  immediately  mentioned  my  apprehensions  to 
Gov.  Clinton,  who  laughed  at  my  fears.  As  I  considered 
the  appointment  of  great  importance  in  a  political  point 
of  view;  I  called  upon  Mr.  Hart  and  advised  him  to  make 
a  thorough  canvass  of  the  members  of  both  houses,  and 
not  permit  the  election  to  come  on  until  he  had  obtained 
a  pledge  from  a  majority  of  the  members  that  they  would 
vote  for  him;  znd  I  told  him,  I  thought  he  was  in  real 
danger  of  being  beaten.  He  was  so  sure  of  his  success 
that  he  was  angry  with  me  for  ray  suspicion,  as  it  implied 
an  unfavorable  opinioi^  of  his  popularity.  Finding  that 
the  two  men  most  interested  were  indifferent,  I  gave  my- 
self no  further  trouble  about  the  matter.  The  Bucktails 
set  on  foot,  a  quiet  but  very  efficient  system  of  election**^ 
eering,  mainly,  as  I  believe,  with  the  federalists.  I  could 
detail  some  of  their  operations,  but  I  apprehend  it  would 
fatigue,  more  than  it  would  amuse  the  reader. 
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Mr»  Seymour  was  nominated  in  the  senate^  and  Mr. 
Hart  in  the  assembly.  Upon  joint  ballot  Mr.  Seymour 
^ras  chosen  by  a  majority  of  one  rote.  The  aggregate 
dumber  at  that  time  in  the  two  honses^  of  CUntonians  and 
and  federalists,  exceeded  ninety,  while  the  Bucktails  at  moat 
eonrld  not  count  to  exceed  fifty^seven.  Of  course  fifteen 
0r  twenty  Clintonians  or  federalists,  must  on  joint  ballot, 
haye  roted  for  Mr.  Seymour. 

The  result  of  the  contest  between  Seymour  and  Hart 
was  more  seriously  unfottunate,  and  proved  more  fiitally 
injurious  to  the  Clintonian  party  than  many  of  them  at 
that  time  apprehended.  It  gave  the  Bucktails  a  majority 
in  the  board  of  acting  commissioners,  and  thus  threw  int^ 
their  hands  a  vast  amount  of  patronage;  a  patroM^ 
which'was  felt  along  the  whole  line  of  country  from  Al 
bany  to  Lakes  Champlain  and  Erie.  Thus  the  polttieal 
influence  which  grew  out  of  the  great  and  splendid  woi^ 
which  Mr.  Clinton  had  labored  so  much  and  so  sttccesafM 
ly  to  cause  to  be  undertaken  by  the  state,  was  henceforth 
ind  nntil  the  day  of  his  death  used  to  annoy  and  to  proa^ 
trate  him. 

Mr.  Buel,  in  announcing  this  result  in  the  Argus,  said: 
^'A  majority  of  the  canal  commissioners  are  now  politi- 
cally opposed  to  the  governor,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  a  person  who  wishes  to  obtain  employment  on  the  ca* 
wd  asagetU^  contractor j  or  otherwise^  to  avow  htmsetfa 
CKntonioH.  Did  Judge  Buel,  by  this  negative  allegation, 
ititend  that  an  affirmative  allegation  was  to  be  inferred;  to 
wit,  that  in  future  it  toould  be  necessary  for  a  person  de- 
airing  to  become  a  contractor,  &c«,  to  avow  himself  an 
anti-Clintonian  1  I  hope  not;  and  yet  probably  some 
who  wished  to  become  agents,  &c.,  might  have  so  under- 
stood him. 

The  appointment  of  Chief  Justice  Thompson  secretary 

ilf  the  Davy,  produced  another  vacancy  on  the  bench  of 

3S 
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the  supreme  court  Judge  Spencer  waa^  of  eourssy  ap- 
pointed chief  justice,  but  the  selection  of  a  junior  judge 
irom  the  bar  presented  a  question  of  great  delicacy  and 
dsfficttltjr*  The  federalists  recommendedi  and  pressed 
with  great  aeal^  Samuel  Jonea^  son  of  the  kte  conptraUer, 
a  learned  lawyer  and  eminent  for  his  virtues  as  a  cittaeii) 
who  has  sinee  held  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  atata^ 
^  and  is  now  chief  justice  of  the  saperior  court  of  the  eitf 
of  New- Yof  fc 

On  the  other  hand^  John  Woodworth,  who  had  fat 
seyeral  years  been  attorney  general,  and  who  was  a  aeab- 
ous  rqraUicaA  friend  of  the  goTernor,  was  pressed  upoA 
theceim'cil  aspersonally  unexceptionable  and  as  petitically 
less  objectionable  than  Jones.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  alae 
mentioned  as  w^ell  qualified  for  the  office;  but  I  am  net 
aware  that,  with  his  own  consent,  he  was  spoken  of  aeSL 
candidate  fof  any  appointment  by  that  council.  Ae  be- 
tween Mr.  Woodworth  and  Mr.  Jones,  a  question  was 
presented  which  produced  considerable  discussion  aa4 
cKcttement,  in  consequence  of  which  the  final  action  ef 
the  council  was  long  delayed. 

About  this  time  a  project  was  formed  in  relation  to  the 
supreme  court,  which,  had  it  been  adopted,  would  hate 
removed  the  difficulty  under  which  the  council  labored  ott 
this'  occasion^ 

From  the  great  increase  of  the  state,  in  commeres  and 
population,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  litigation,  the 
aupreme  court  had  already  become  overloaded  with  busi- 
ness^ The  calendar  of  term  causes  began  to  increase  upon 
them;  and  as  they  were  obliged  to  try  in  the  respective 
counties,  all  the  issues  joined  in  the  supreme  court  and 
some  other  courts,  the  increase  of  the  number  of  counties^ 
as  well  as  the  increase  of  litigation,  added  greatly  to  their 
labors  when  not  holding  a  court  m  bank.  Becides,  their 
presence  as  members  of  the  ooiirC  of  errors,  and  of  the 
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il  of  reTision,  required  their  attendance  at  AHmny 
during  the  session  of  the  legislature.  It  was  most  erideiit 
ttat  five  men  must  sink  under  this  adcumulation  of  hbor. 
AritoTs  began  to  complain  of  delays,  while  tbe  judges 
wmre  petibtmipg  as  mudi  labor  as  mortal  mett  eould  en^ 
dure.  More  force,  more  metiy  were*  rridentf y  n>^cefuMiry 
to  do  th6  work  which,  by  law,  was  assigned  to  thtf  Su- 
preme court.  It  was  .therefore  proposed  by  one  of  tte 
Cllintonian  members  of  the  senate,  that,  besides  filling  tht 
tacaoqr  oecasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Thomp^n, 
two  more  judges  should  be  appointed;  hvnb  Ihafl  h  sbouM 
m&k  be  required  ^t  more  than  fire  judgea  ^ouM  sit  dith 
nog  term.  It  was  suggested  that  two  of  the  miembew  of 
the  court,  while  the  others  were  sitting  in  banl,^  ^i^  be 
ckiployed  in  boldfing  circuits;  and  it  was  proposed  that  the 
three  new  judges  should  consist  of  Woodworth,  Jones  and 
Vaa  Buren.  I  amt  not  authorised  to  say  that  Mr.  Vim 
Bureit  would  have  accepted  the  appointment,  but  I  bare 
aome  reason  to  beiiefe  he  would  have  done  so.  He  aj^ 
peered  to  be  tired  of  the  eternal  political  struggled  tn 
which  he  seemed  dooaoMd,  and  such,  in  truth,  he  told  iM 
was  the  fact  The  probability  is,  that  if  at  Aat  moitfent 
Ike  office  of  judge  had  been  tendered  to  him,  he  would 
have  gladly  retired  from  political  contests^  and  employed 
the  great  powers  of  his  mind  in  the  diaeharge  of  hiv  ofll* 
dal  duties^  and  would  have  eonfiiiedi  bis  ambilfoii  te^  tfie 
acquisition  of  distinction  and  hme  as  a  juriM. 

Had  this  scheme  been  adopted,  (if  one  may  be  allowed 
Id  speculate  on  probabilities,)  it  is  reasonable  to  conj«o» 
tore,  that  the  then  existing  ju£cial  system  would  not  have 
been  broken  up;  that  Mr.  Clinton  would  have  been  niah 
tained;  and  that  probably  Mr.  Van  Bufen  never  woidd 
have  been  president  of  the  United  States.  It  must  be  con^ 
feised,  that  one  object  of  the  proposer  of  this  plan,  watto 
get  Mr.  Van  Buren  out  of  the  legialature,  and  detach  him 
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from  the  acttre  management  of  the  party  of  whion  he  was 
4be  life  and  soul. 

The  project  failed  of  obtaining  the  approbatkm  of  the 
goyemor  and  his  friends;  and)  strange  to  sajr^  the  jndgea 
of  the  supreme  court  were,  I  was  told,  unanimously  oppo- 
sed to  it  Why  should  they  have  been  so  1  The  plan,  if 
adopted,  would  render  their  duties  less  onerous;  their 
salaries  would  not  have  been  diminished.  The  appoint 
ment  of  Mr.  Jones  would  hare  increased  the  confidence  in 
the  court,  of  the  great  federal  party;  the  appointment  of 
Van  Buren  would  have  had  the  same  effect  on'the  BucId- 
tail  party — ^a  party,  which,  after  the  resognation  of  Judge 
Thompson,  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  represented  in  that 
important  branch  of  the  government;  and  the  appointment 
of  Woodworth  would  have  satisfied  the  republican  firienda 
of  the  governor.  Why,  then,  did  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  so  promptly  reject  the  proposed  alteration  t 

Man  loves  power.  The  judges  did  not  fail  to  see,  that 
if  you  divide  a  given  quantum  of  power  between  sev«n 
men,  the  quantity  of  power,  held  by  each,  will  be  leas 
than  when  you  divide  the  same  quantum  between  five.    ^ 

Mr.  Woodworth  was  eventually  appointed. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bucktails  sel* 
tied  on  Gov.  Tompkins,  during  this  winter,  for  their  caiH 
didate  for  governor,  in  1820,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton* 
He  was,  personally,  more  popular  than  any  other  man  of 
any  party.  The  old  Tammany  men,  of  the  southern  dis- 
trict, preferred  him  to  any  other  eandidate.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  wished  to  unite  the  largest  possible  number  of  the 
old  republican  party  in  the  state,  agamst  Mr.  Clinton,  and 
he  believed  that  no  name  qt)uld  be  so  effectual  in  rallying 
the  old  war  party  as  that  of  Gov.  Tompkins;  while  hia 
flexibility  of  temper,  and  apparent  firankness,  he  hopedy 
instead  of  repelling,  would  invite  that  portion  of  the  fede- 
ralists who  had  manifested  hostiie  feelings  towards  Gov. 
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Clfaitoii)  to  rally  aroond  Tompfcint,  and  yield  him  tliw 
iupport.  In  all  these  respects,  the  selection  of  Goyemor 
Tompkins  was  extremely  judicious.  Bat  there  was  one 
eircumstence  agabst  him.  From  the  books  of  the  comp* 
Iroller  it  appeared  that  he,  to  a  Tery  hrge  amount,  was  a 
defaulter. 

Gov.  Tompkins,  during  the  last  war,  bad  been,  not  only 
the  agent  and  execatire  of  the  state,  but  he  had  been  the 
agent  of  the  general  government.  Immense  sums  of  mo- 
ney had  been  received  and  paid  out  by  him,  for  both  go- 
Temments.  When  the  credit  of  the  general  government 
was  low,  he  had,  in  some  instances,  on  his  personal  re- 
sponsibility, in  connection  with  the  credit  he  had  in  con- 
sequence of  his  official  station  as  governor  of  the  state, 
raised  large  sums  of  money,  which  had  been  expended  in 
the  service  of  the  general  government  for  the  defence  of 
the  state.  He  had  also,  no  doubt  in  good  faith,  paid  out 
in  the  aggregate  large  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the 
state,  to  officers  of  the  state  and  national  government, 
which  moneys  had  not  been  accounted  for^  either  to  Gov. 
Tompkins,  or  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  state 
and  national  governments.  Gov.  Tompkms  was  not  a 
methodical  business  man,  and  his  accounts  and  vouchers 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  bear  a  rigid  scrutiny.  Under 
these  circumstances,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  legisla- 
ture, and  passed  both  houses,  {Session  Laws  of  1819,  p^ 
886,)  requiring  the  comptroller  to  liquidate  and  settle  the 
residue  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and,  oa 
such  settlement,  to  allow  him  the  same  discount  or  pre- 
mium on  the  amount  of  monies  borrowed  by  him,  on  his 
personal  responsibility,  and  expended  in  the  public  ser* 
vice,  as  were  allowed  toother  individuals  and  bodies  poli-« 
tie  for  their  agency  fees  in  such  transactions;  that  the 
comptroller  should  charge  the  sum,  so  allowed,  to  the 
United  States;    an^l  that,  upon  such  inal  settlement,  the 
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treatorer  pay  tke  kt«  governor  the  btkmoei  if  wy  w^m 
hm  due. 

The  eomptroUer,  by  MK>iber  sedioii)  va»  se({iimd  t9 
credit  the  governor  with  aU  pnyme^to  mni»  by  bm  M^OffA^ 
ing  to  law|  and  ti^^fs  en  aocpuot  with  Om  pwie^i  (^ 
whom  the  gOTeraor  had  advanced  the  money,  and  fafWf 
them  to  account  to  the  M^t  for  it9  expi^ditnr^*  This  bill 
paoed  both  honses  widKNDit  much  opposition.  Hr.  l!ibr 
bits,  in  the  senate,  thought  be  dtscoFered  sosMtlnng  wvottf 
in  it;  but  tt  finally  passed  that  body  nearly  unaninHHipl|rt 
Undoubtedly  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  his  leading  friendf^ 
considered  the  passage  of  this  law  of  T^ry  great  political 
importance.  It  is  not  probable  that  tfa^,  or  even  Ooy« 
Tompkins,  at  that  time,  knew  how  his  accounts  would 
stand  if  they  were  correctly  sealed.  This  bill  relieved 
them,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  embarrassing  chaigfi 
chey  apprdiended  against  Oot,  Tompkins  as  a  defaulter. 
If,  upon  a  fair  settlement,  upon  the  liberal  terms  contem* 
plated  by  the  act.  Got.  Tompkins  should  be  able  to  bal 
ance  his  account  with  the  state,  then  the  objection  to  \im 
as  a  de&ulter  would  no  longer  exist.  If,  according  to  the 
views  of  the  atxounting  oi&cer  of  the  state,  there  would 
still  remain  a  bahace  due  from  Gov.  Tompkins,  thesft 
disputed  items  might  be  elaimed,  and  a  difference  of  opin^ 
ion,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  a(^,  might  be  itarie4t 
which  would  prevent  a  final  adgustment  of  the  balano^ 
either  one  way  or  the  other,  until  after  the  election  in 
April,  1820. 

The  annual  election  oi  senators  and  members  of  assent 
bly  was  now  approaching,  and  each  party  took  the  field 
with  great  spirit.  The  federalists,  in  counties  where  they 
had  a  clear  majority,  as  in  Columbia,  Oneida,  Albany,  &c., 
supported  candidates  who  had  uniformly  belonged  to  that 
party.  In  counties  where  they  were  in  the  minority  they 
generally  supported  Clintonian  candidates.    The  middle 
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diitriet  prMOitad  «  anigiifaur  state  of  Ihkigs.  By  tbis  time 
itvM:  wen  MeertMied,  thet  a  very  great  aaejority  of  llie 
npririiHM  of  tkatdiBlrkt  "fPieve  opposed  to  Mr«  Olitfto». 
Birt  the  OibtDiiiaia  md  Memlists  united^  coBttituted  a 
majority,  and  eyen  then  but  a  email  majority,  over  the  ad^ 
t«rae  party. 

lBh%  Boektail  party  had  nominated  Charles  E.  Dudley 
of  AllMiy,  and  Joktt T.Moore  of  Delawarei  and  the  Clin« 
bad  Bomitoated  Elisha  Jenkins  of  Albany,  and 
Mdoalf  of  Qtseg^o.  The  candidates  on  both  sides 
wttei  personally,  men  of  good  reputation  and  entirely  un- 
ebjectiOttable.  My  reader  will  also  bear  in  mind,  that  if 
a^y  considerable  portion  of  the  federal  or  Clintonian 
strength  should  be  diverted  from  the  CImtonian  ticket,  it 
wwild  eftsure  the  success  of  their  opponents.  Under 
these  circumstances  Solomon  Southwick,a  self-nominated 
Gtoftdate,  claimed  the  support  of  the  old  Clintonians  of 
the  diettiet;  and  Abraham  Tan  Yechten— -the  respectable 
and  justly  esteemed  and  venerable  Abraham  YanVechten — 
allowed  himself  to  be  a  candidate  to  draw  off  the  votes  of 
a  few  old  federalists  who  would  not  vote  for  a  democrat 
if  a  federal  name  was  before  them.  Mr.  Southwick  chal- 
lenged and  obtained  the  support  of  the  ultra  Clintonians, 
and  Mr.  Yan  Yedvten  of  the  ultra  federalists.  Mr.  South- 
wkk,  whose  conduct  never  seemed  to  have  been  governed 
by  any  system  or  fixed  rule  of  action,  may  have  been  in- 
duced to  pursue  this  course  from  mere  personal  hostility 
to  Judge  Spencer  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  perhaps  from  re- 
aenfenaent  to  Mr.  Clinton}  but  Mr.  Yan  Yechten  must 
haive  been  governed  by  other  motives.  JEfe,  knowing,  as 
he  did,  that  he  could  not  be  elected,  must  have  lent  his 
name  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  the  success  of 
Messrs.  Dudley  and  Moore,  two  candidates  who  chal- 
lenged support  on  the  ground  that  they  were  in  favor  of 
an  eternal  war  upon  federalists  and  federalism. 
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Eventually,  Mr.  Van  Veohieii  reeeMred  twoi4boinlnd 
two  hundred  and  twenty^aix  federal  vote%aBid  Mr^  Soutkf 
wick  one  thousand  and  fourteen  Clintonian  votes,  wUcsh 
cmised  the  election  of  Messrs.  Dudley  and  ;Moora|  over 
Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Metcalf*  * 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature  an  address  of 
the  Clintonian  members  was  drawn,  signed  and  published. 
Although  it  was  written  fgr  effect,  shortly  before  an  eleor 
tion,  and  must  be  pr^umed,  on  that  account,  to  preset 
the  most  favorable  view  of  the  history  of  the  proceedii^ 
in  the  winter  of  1819,  as  respects  the  Clintoniansj  yei  X 
^m  quite  sufe  the  facts  it  contains  are  substantially  coc^ 
feet;  and  I  think  it  presents  pretty  clearly  the  points  ia 
difference  between  the  two  parties.  The  intention  of  the 
author,  was  to  avoid  any  abuse  of  the  adverse  party,  and 
all  unnecessary  eulogy  on  the  governor. 

Although  this  address,  as  originally  drawn  and  finally 
published,  met,  I  believe,  with  the  cordial  approbation  of 
those  who  subscribed  it,  yet  I  was  mortified  to  be  inform^ 
that  it  was  not  sufficiently  laudatory  of  Gov.  Clinton  to 
suit  the  taste  of  many  of  his  New- York  friends;  among 
whom,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  were  two  young  gentlemen  of 
some  talents  as  writers^then  lately  £rom  New^Hampshi^^ 
The  gentlemen,  to  whom  I  allude,  were  jf.  H.  Carter^ 
who  had  recently  taken  the  editorial  management  of.  the 
Albany  Register,  and  Charles  6.  {laines  of  the  city  of 
New-York. 

If  any  one  should  take  the  trouble  of  reading  the.  ad« 
dresS)  about  which  I  have  perhaps  already  said  too  muchy 
he  will  naturally  enquire  why  nothing  wap  said  in  it  about 
the  election  of  speaker.  The  answer  is,  that  nothing 
could  be  said  in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  Clin  tor 
nian  party  on  that  occasion.     . 
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The  republican  members  of  the  legislature,  who  were 
opposed  to  Got.  Clinton,  also  addressed  the  citizens  of 
the  state,  setting  forth  the*  causes  of  their  opposition. 
This  document  was,  I  have  reason,  to  believe,  written  by 
William  L.  Maecy.  It  was  drawn  up  with  great  ability, 
and  like  all  his  other  writings,  was  a  production  clothed 
in  a  style  highly  finished  and  elegant.  It  was  my  in  ten- 
tipn  to  have  republished  this  address  also,  with  a  riew  ot 
showing  the  points  of  difference  between  the  two  parties 
as  exhifaiited  at  the  time  by  themselves,  but  I  have  been 
onable  to  find  it. 

The  result  of  the  Section,  in  April,  was  a  gain  to  the 
Bucktail  party.  There  were,  nevertheless,  in  the  assem- 
bly, including  the  Cliotonian  federalists,  a  majority  r^ 
turned  in  favor  of  the  governor. 

.  In  the  senate,  &om  the  southern  district,  Peter  R.  Liv- 
ingstoB  and  John  Townsend  were  elected,  in  oppositioii 
to  James  Talmadge  and  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  who  were' 
the  Clintonian  candidates.  From  the  middle^  Charles  E. 
Dudley  and  John  T.  Moore.  From  the  eastern,  Benjamin 
Hoers,  Duncan  McMartin  and  Thomas  Frothingham;  and 
from  the  western,  Gideon  Granger  and  Lyman  Paine,  in 
opposition  to  Philetus  Swift  and  Nathaniel  Garrow,  the 
Bucktail  candidates* 

The  first  named  four  gentlemen  were  elected  as  opp^ 
nents,  and  the  last  five  as  supporters  of  Mr.  Clinton's  ad* 
ministration. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

nOM  HAT  1, 1819,  TO  MAT  1,  IW. 

BaFQM  dw  t»uncil  d  t^poiAttttciitadjoiinied  ia  Aqptiij 
1819)  Ui^  bwed  new  geMcal  eommkrions  of  tbe  peMe 
to  «eT«ral  coutiies  of  the  state,  end  in  tlie  eeleelioMi  to 
eftoe^eeeBi  lolnrve  been  gnided  reiy  much  bjpofiticel 
^considerations.  The  new  appointments  were  made  ahMSI 
evelusivel J  from  the  friends  of  the  governor,  many  of 
^iriiom  were  federalists,  and  those  left  out  of  tbe  commiB* 
Mon  wttre  chiefly  of  that  class  of  politicians  called  Buck- 
tails. 

The  removal  of  Richard  Riker,  recorder  of  New-York, 
ptodnoed  considerable  excitement.  Although  mt  oM 
friend  of  the  governor;  yet  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Clin- 
ton's friend  (Townsend)  had  refused  to  second  his  nomimt* 
tion  to  tbe  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court  in  pre* 
fiirence  to  that  of  Jonas  Piatt,  he  had  been  as  bitter,  as  a 
man  of  bis  pliable  and  apparent  conrteotts  eoctarior  could 
be,  in  his  opposition  to  the  Cliatasnans.  Peter  A.  Jay, 
was  the  man  whom  tbe  bar  and  the  suhstantial  oituens  ol 
New- York  required  should  be  made  tecovder.  His  high 
ateinments  as  a  lawyer,  the  purity  of  bis  morals,  aad 
hb  pre*eminent  standing  as  a  man  of  int^ity  and  hmi^ 
or,  obviously  indicated  him,  as,  aside  from  former  politi- 
cal prejudices,  the  most  suitable  man  for  the  office.  Tho 
council,  however,  hesitated  long  before  they  consented  to 
his  appointment,  solely  and  exclusively  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  federalist;  and,  (what  surely  to  an  Ameri- 
can patriot  ought  not  to  have  constituted  an  objection,) 
that  he  was-  the  son  of  the  late  GoveHior  Jay.  For  my 
part,  although  my  prejudices  were  as  strong  against  the 


Mcfsl  p»rty,  Rg  those  of  miy  dim;  yel  I  coBsideted  Uial 
whether  bj  our  own  wrong,  or  in  accordance  with  our 
dwty,  w«  h»d  placed  ouraelim  in  a  owditioo  in  which 
it  mm.  Mt  only  our  iiitercit»  h«t  dutyi  t»  ielMt  ow 
offioera  fron  those  who  wane  most  wor^igr^  who  wepe  do* 
tavtnined  t4»  sunpovt  the  re-eI«iUiM  #f  the  goremor,  ine* 
HpmHive  of  (he  political  parties  lo  which  ihey  had  formerly 
fariengsd.  Do<st.  Baratow,  and  sereral  othttr  npaUicana 
of  the  old  school)  entertained  the  aaiMe  opinion)  and  there«> 
fane  ad^isad  the  appointaaat  of  Mr.  Jay.  He  was  ap« 
pointed. 

In  Jolyt  the  oouncU  again  met.  Although  the  remowd 
of  minor  oSuse-holding  Bucktails  and  the  appointment  of 
Clintonians  had  been  Tery  general;  yet  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  (^position  to  the  governor) 
a«d  led  on  the  attack,  had  been  allowed  to  hold  one  of 
the  most  important,  inffnential  and  at  that  time  lucraitiTe 
offices  in  the  state,  the  office  of  attoniey  general,  undis- 
tnrhed.  It  was  urged  that  this  inconsistency  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  administration  ought  to  be  obviated;  and  af- 
ter much  and  long  hesitation  the  council  removed  him,  and 
appointed  Thomas  J.  Oakley  in  his  place.  Upon  the 
principle  I  have  just  laid  down,  (whether  it  was  correct  or 
not,  is  another  qoestimi,)  there  could  be  no  reasonable 
ohjeetson  to  Mr.  Oakley's  appointment.  He  was  an  able 
lawyer,  and  in  all  respects  admitted  to  be  comjietent. 
Mr.  Van  SareR)  according  to  the  maxims  which  before 
had,  and  since  have  gcrvemed  his  political  conduct,  had 
no  right  lo  complain,  and  in  fiict,  I  believe,  he  did  not; 
but  an  outcry  was  of  course  msed  in  the  newspapers,  on 
account  of  the  removal  of  a  republican  from  an  important 
office,  and  the  appointment  of  a  federalist  in  his  place. 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Oakley,  did,  in  fact, 
more  efiectually  identify  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  repuUican 
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friendcr  wkb  the  federalist  than  any  act  which  llad  before 
b6en  done. 

'  Daring  this  summer  a  controversy  arose  between  the 
^«-president|  TompkinS)  and  the  comptroller/ Archibald 
Mclntyre,  growing  out  of  a  difference  of  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the 
aecounts  of  the  former  with  the  state,  which  was  passed 
on  the  13th  April,  1819,  in  which  both  political  parties 
ardently  engaged,  and  which  agitated  the  whole  com^ 
munity,and  increased  in  heat  and  bitterness  until  after  the 
election  in  April,  1820. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  in  detail  the  particulars  of 
this  controTersy,  but  merely  state  the  conclusions  to 
which  I  have  arrived,  from  my  knowledge  and  participa- 
tion in  the  controversy  while  it  existed;  and  more  espe* 
cially  from  a  careful  re-examination,  recently  made,  of 
the  documents  in  relation  to  it.  If  I  shall  have  run  into 
errors,  those  errors  may  be  readily  corrected  by  the  docu- 
ments contained  in  the  printed  journals  of  the  two  houses 
of  the  legislature. 

During  the  preparation  for  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  during  that  war,  the  state  and  national  go- 
vernments had  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  late  gover* 
nor  several  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  hia 
direction,  and  for  which  he  was,  of  course,  calfed  on  to 
account. 

He  was  irregular  and  immcthodieal  in  business;  not  sys- 
tematical in  keeping  his  accounts;  employed  too  many 
agents;  mingled  his  own  private  funds  with  those  of  the 
public;  was  naturally  careless  about  money,  and  some- 
times profuse  in  his  expenses.  The  novelty  of  a  state  of 
war,  and  the  hurry  and  bustle  incident  to  that  state,  in-> 
creased'the  confusion  in  which  his  accounts  were  involved* 
No  candid  man  ever  charged  him  with  intentional  dishon* 
esty  in  his  pecuniary  transactions. 
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Tbe  coOQptroUa'  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  exr 
cellent  of  men,  A  rigidly  honest,  strictly  correct  and  Mb 
accountant,  and  assiduous  and  unremitting  in  his  attention 
to  his  public  duties. 

Upon  the  final  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  Tice* 
president)  from  the  vouchers  presented  to  the  comptroller, 
though  the  precise  state  of  the  accounts  was  not  ascer- 
tained, there  was  supposed,  in  1816,  to  be  a  balance  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  or  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
vice-president,  for  which  he  could  not  legally  account 
This  deficiency  was  supposed  to  be,  and  I  believe  it  to  be, 
owing,  not  to  an  intentional  appropriation  by  him  of  the 
money  of  the  state  to  his  own  use,  but  to  the  casual  los^ 
of  vouchers;  to  the  payment  of  money,  in  many  cases, 
when,  in  the  hurr]f  and  bustle  of  the  times,  no  vouchers 
at  all  were  taken;  to  the  infidelity  and  knavery  of  agents; 
and,  perhaps,  as  he  mingled  his  own  money  with  that  of 
the  public,  to  his  sometimes  expending  for  domestic  pur- 
poses more  than  his  income,  and  thereby,  unintentionally, 
using  for  private  purposes  the  public  funds. 

With  views  somewhat  similar,  as  I  presume,  to  those  I 
have  suggested  as  my  own,  in  the  year  1818,  the  legisla- 
ture^ by  resolution,  referred  the  settlement  of  the  vice- 
president's  accounts  to  William  A.  Bayard,  Cadwallader 
D.  Coldei)  and  Robert  Bogardus,  who  were  directed  to 
adjust  them  upon  principles  of  equity,  without  regarding 
the  technical  rules  by  which  the  regular  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  state  were  governed.  Mr.  Bayard  declined 
acting  as  a  commissioner,  but  the  vice-president  submitted 
his  claims  to  Messrs.  Colden  and  Bogardus.  These  claims 
consisted  of  commissions  on  $1,075,021.72  drawn  and 
expended  and  accounted  for  to  the  state,  and  for  risk 
and  responsibility  for  officers  and  agents,  to  whom  the 


BDoney  had  been  confided,  expenses,  journeys,  ftc.,  ftt  fire 

percent, |58,76i  0B 

To  commiMioDs  on  $2,363,6 16  .S7,o6ttnied 

from  the  United  States,  and  upon  per 

sonal  leans  and  adt«nces,  «pended  and 

accounted  for, • $118,175  flO 

To  premium  on  discount  of  $1,095,000.00 

at  twenty  per  cent,  in  stock,  being  the 

amount  loaned  on  the  Yice-president's 

personal    refiponsibtlity,  and  advanced 

and  accounted  for, $277,606  00 

These  claims,  together  with  the  interest  on 

the  several  items,  amounted  to  upward  of  $600,000  00 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  vice-president  expected 
or  requested  that  the  whole  of  these  claims  should  be 
allowed  him  by  the  commissioners;  on  the  contittry,  they 
were  presented  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  select 
out  of  them  such  claims  as,  in  their  judgment,  were  tte 
most  equitable,  which  would  amount  to  a  sum  sofl&ciefift 
to  enable  the  vice-president  to  balance  his  account  w^ 
the  state.  As  Mr.  Bayard  refused  to  act,  the  commission- 
ers were  incapable  of  making  any  decision  which  would 
be  binding  on  the  state.  Messrs.  Golden  and  Boga^dus, 
however,  made  a  report  to  the  legislature,  in  1819,  in 
which  they  pronounced  an  eloquent  eologium  on  the  vice- 
president,  and  recommended  that  a  liberal  allowance  be 
made  to  him.  In  justice  to  the  vice-president,  and  to  tbe 
honor  of  the  commissioners,  it  is  proper  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  they  were  politically  opposed  to  Gov.  Tompkins; 
The  report  of  the  commissioners,  in  1819,  was  referred  to 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses,  who  unanimously 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  sufficient  sum  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  vice-president  to  enable  him  to  balance  hisae^ 
count  with  the  state.  The  committee  ascertained  that  Ae 
balance  due  from  the  late  governor  was  about  one  hun* 
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iged  ano  twenty  tkousand  dollars.  Believing  that  be  iMd 
been  a  faithful  ofieer;  that  the  defalcation  was  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  state  of  the  times;  to  utinteBtional  error 
and  flusfortune,  rather  than  to  intentional  deyiation  from 
dnty;  a»d,  as  Mr.  Tompkins  held  the  second  dfice 
in  the  nation^  from  delicacy  towards  him^  the  com 
mittee  were  nnwilling  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
a»  act  which,  on  its  face,  would  imply  that  he  was  a  de- 
firiulter*  They  therefore  selected  an  item,  contain^  in  his 
sohedule,  of  about  a  million  of  dollars,  ccmsisting  of  eui^ 
letA  money  which  bad  been  raised  by  GoTv  Tompkins 
during  the  war,  on  the  pledge  of  United  States  stock  and 
tieesttry  notes,  and  on  his  personal  responsibility,  for  de^ 
liaying  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  war,  on  which  to 
allow  him  a  premium  eqnalr  to  that  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  their  own  agents  for  converting  treasury  notes, 
and  their  depreciated  stocks,  into  current  money.  The 
premium  was  understood  to  be,  as  stated  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Bacon,  one  of  the  joint  committee,  about  twelve  psv 
sattt  They  probably  selected  that  item  because  twelve 
pet  cent  on  a  million)  of  dollars  would  produce  one  hun"* 
dsed  and  tweirty  thousaaMi  dollars^  supposed  to  be  thepre^ 
eise  balance  due  from  the  vice-p;^esident.  The  joint  com^ 
auitee  accordingly  recommended,  and  the  legislatvre 
peased,  the  law  of  the  13th  April,  1819,  as  I  have  stated 
in  the  preceding  chaprter. 

When  the  vice*president  presented  his  chiim,  under  this 
act,  to  the  comptroller,  he  furnished  him  with  certificates 
from  Doct.  Isaac  Branson,  Prime,  Ward  &  Sands,  and 
other  dealers  in  stock,  showing  that  the  difference  in  value 
between  treasury  notes  and  United  States  stock,  and  cur- 
rent money,  in  the  year  1814,  was  about  twenty-five  per 
cent.  This  would  have  entitled  the  vice*president  to  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  a  pre^ 
mium  on  the  one  million  of  dollars  raised  by  him,  and 


61S  POUTICAL    BI8TO&Y  [I8!t. 

therefore  wouki,  besides  balancing  his  account,  have  ac- 
thorized  him  to  demand  a  payment  from  the  state  treasury 
of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  tboiisaHd  dollars.  'Thfe 
comptroller  was  alarmed  at  this  demand.  He  knewk 
was  directly  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  joint  com^ 
mittee  who  reported  the  bill,  and  the  legislature  which 
passed  it;  and  he  finally  resorted  to  a  construction  of  tte 
act  highly  technical  and  rigid,  and  as  foreign  to  the  red 
intention  of  the  legislature  as  was  the  amount  of  what  he 
supposed  to  be,  and  probably  what  was  intended  to  be, 
(or  why  should  he  have  produced  the  certificates  of  Doct; 
Benson  and  others  1)  the  vice-president's  claim.  The  act 
awarded  to  the  vice-president  a  premium  on  all  moneys 
borrowed  ^^  on  his  personal  responsibilityj^^  which  the 
comptroller  construed  to  mean  on  his  personal  responsilnK* 
ty  alone;  and  therefore,  where  treasury  notes  or  stock 
were  pledged  jointly  with  his  r^ponsibility,  the  comp" 
troUer  refused  to  allow  the  premium.  This  construction 
in  effect,  nullified  the  act. 

The  vice-president  fortified  his  claim  by  the  written 
opinion  of  several  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  the 
state.  On  the  other  hand,  the  comptroller  offered  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court;  to 
them  and  the  chancellor;  or  to  the  judges,  chancellor  anil 
attorney  general;  or  to  the  chancellor,  chief  justice  and 
attorney  general;  or,  he  proposed,  that  the  vice-president 
should  apply  to  the  supreme  court  for  a  mandamus  against 
hkn,  which  would  necessarily  require  that  court  to  prcH 
nounce  ofiicially  their  opinion  on  the  construction  of  the* 
act  in  question.  The  vice*president  declined  to  accede  to 
any  of  these  propositions,  but,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  in 
each  of  the  ways  for  deciding  the  question,  proposed  by 
the  comptroller,  the  decision  would  have  been  made  by  a 
tribunal)  a  majority  o(  the  persons  composing  which  were 
politically  adverse  to  Mr,  Tompkins. 
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'  Th^  uegoUauons  betiveen  the  parties  finally  termittvt^ 
io  the  month  of  August,  neither  party  being  willing  t^ 
yield  to  the  other.  After  it  had  been  agreed  that  no  set- 
tlement could  be  made,  according  to  the  atateaent  of  the 
comptroller,  and  not  denied  by  the  Tice-president^^he  pro* 
posed  that  his  account  should  be  balanced,  and  to  accept 
of  twenty-fiye  thousand  dollars  as  the  balance  due  him 
under  the  act  of  1819;  but  the  comptroller,  haying  com- 
ifiitted  himself  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  act, 
refused  to  accede  to  the  proposition. 

The  cmnp troll  er,  not  long  after,  published,  in  the  focm. 
of  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  ▼ice-'president,  a  detailed- 
statemrat.of  the  controversy,  to  which  Got.  Tompkias 
replied  in  a  very  able  and  eloquent  communication  which 
was  published  and  circulated  all  over  the  state*  The 
comptroller  subsequently  replied  to  this  communicaticm,, 
and  his  reply  was  also  published,  and  had  an  equally  ex- 
tensive circulation.  This  correspondence  was  conducted, 
i^tkough  with  much  asperity,  with  great  tact  and  ability 
on  both  sides.  The  comptroller  proved  himself,  not  only 
a  distinguished  and  able  accountant,  but  a  talented  and 
accomplbhed  writer.  The  letter  of  the  vice-president  is 
a  splendid  production*  Shortly  before  its  publication, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  spent  several  days  with  Oov.  Tompkins. 
Although  the  style  of  this  letter  is  more  florid  than  gene- 
rally characterizes  the  composition  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I 
have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  he  was  its  real  author^ 
But,  by  whomsoever  it  may  have  been  written,  it  affords 
evidence  that  the  talents  of  its  authcHr  were  of  the  highest 
order. 

These  proceedings,  and  the  correspondence  which 
grew  out  of  them,  occupied,  mainly,  the  public  attention, 
imul  the  meeting  of  the  legislajture. 

The  advantage  derived  from  the  great  personal  populari- 
ty of  Gov;  Tai>pktna  was  nearly  bdanced  by  the  univem) 
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confidence  entertained  by  all  parties  in  the  integrity  and 
parity  oi  the  motives  of  Mr.  Mclntyre.  In  private  life 
mil  men  admired  and  loved  him,  and  in  the  discharge  of' 
the  highly  responsible  duties  of  the  oflBce  of  comptrdlcr 
for  many  years,  and  under  various  administrations,  he  bad' 
aflbrded  such  proof  of  his  fidelity  to  the  state  that  no  man| 
even  in  those  tiineS)  ventured  to  charge  him  With  ihC&i*^ 
ttmal  error. 

The  legislature  met  early  in  January,  1820,  when  John' 
C.  Spencer,  of  Ontario  county,  was  chosen  speaker  by  die 
joint  votes  of  the  Clintonians  and  federalists.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer received  sixty-four  votes,  Peter  Sharpe  fifty,  (probably 
the  whole  Bucktail  vote,)  and  there  were  seven  scattering 
votes.  The  assembly,  at  this  time,  contained  a  prodigious 
array  of  talent.  In  the  senate  die  most  distinguished  new 
miember  was  Gideon  Granger,  the  late  post-master  gene^ 
ral.  He,  beyond  question,  was  one  of  Kew-England's' 
most  talented  sons,  but  a  long  course  of  active  life,  and- 
rather  too  much  indulgence  in  living,  had  impaired  his 
health,  which,  together  with  his  advanced  age,  rendered 
him  not  fitted  for  the  new  theatre  on  which  he  was  now 
called  to  act. 

In  consequence  of  a  failure  to  elect  a  senator  of  the 
United  States  by  the  last  legislature,  the  state  was  now 
but  partially  represented  in  one  branch  of  the  national 
government,  and  therefore  the  attention  of  the  present 
legislature  was  early  called  to  that  subject.  It  will  be 
recollected,  that  in  the  autumn  of  1818,  and  early  part  of 
the  year  1819,  the  honest  republicans  of  the  state  were 
alarmed  at  the  report  that  Mr.  Clinton  was  about  to  be- 
tray tbe  republican  interest  of  the  state  by  procuring  the 
re-election  of  Rufus  King  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
Stat/es.  What,  then,  will  be  the  surprise  of  ^  the  reader, 
whep  he  is  informed  that  the  very  men  who  encouraged 
4ie  oirpulatioii  of  Uieie  heinous  ehoi^es  agplftil  Mr.  CKof* 


.]  or  hkw-to&k:   "  616 

ton,  in  less  tnan  twelve  months  afterwards  came  out  open-' 
ly  and  decidedly  in  favor  of  Mr.  King,  and  alleged  as  the 
reasons  for  their  support,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kpg  during 
the  late  war,  and  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  which 
were  ^ually  as  well  known  to  them  in  December,  18l8| 
as  in  December,  1819,  and,  as  a  further  reason,  that  h^' 
atiit  his  friends  had  the  merit  of  being  opposed  to  Mr. 
Clinton  I    Yet  it  was  even  so. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  a  pamphlet 
was  circulated  from  Albany,  addressed  and  seht  trough' 
the  post-office  to  all  the  republican  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, in  favor  of  the  nomination  and  election,  by  the  re- 
publican party,  of  Rufus  King.  This  pamphlet  was  th« 
joint  production  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn  and  Gov.  Marcy,  and' 
of  course  was  well  written. 

The  pamphlet  admitted  Mr.  King  to  be  a  federafist,' 
but  it  divided  the  federalists  into  three  classes,  as  theii 
poTttical  characters  were  developed  d^iring  the  late  wai^. 

The  first  class,  it  alleged,  consisted  of  men  who  had' 
imbibed  strong  predilections  for  the  common  enemy,  and* 
who  were  so  inflamed  by  party  malignity  and  heated  by' 
ambition,  as  to  be  determined  to  rule  or  ruin. 

The  second,  were  drilled  party  men,  who  thought  the, 
war  impolitic,  and  therefore  opposed  the  administrationj ' 
and  the  third  class  were  men  who,  although  opposed  to 
the  men  who  controlled    the    national  administrationi 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  join,  and  did  actually  join,  in  aid 
of  war  measures.     To  the  third  class,  the  pamphlet  al- 
leged, Mr.  King  belonged,  and  in  proof  of  it,  his  conduct 
in  the  senate  was  referred  to,  his  call  upon  Gov^  Tomp- 
kimi,  m  the  year  1814,  and  his  declarations  on  that  occar 
sion,  which  I  have  before  stated.     Hie  pamphleteers  fur- 
ther urged  Mr.  King's  revolutionary  services^  and  they 
add,  US  another  reason  why  be  deserved  their  support, ' 
Ifiat  be  and  all  his  friends^  were  opposed  tb  the  ie-eleo; 
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lion  of  Mr.  Crmton.  ^^  There  is  no  doubt  of  U^^  wj  thejr; 
mnd  to  fortify  tbU  assertion  tbey  refer  to  the  vote  of  John 
k.  Kingi  against  Gen.  Oerman  for  speaker,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session. 

Why  should  the  same  politicians  who^  in  Januaryi  1819^ 
denounced  the  support  of  Rufus  King,  as  United  States 
•enatori  as  the  most  heinous  of  political  sinsy  without  any 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  country^  and  upon  traits  of 
character  developedi  and  acts  done  by  Mr.  King  in  1814 
and  I8tf ,  which  were  as  well  knovm  tp  them  at  that  time 
as  at  any  time  subsequent — ^why,  I  say,  should  the 
politiciansi  in  December|  1819,  (for  the  pamphlet 
published  the  19th  of  that  month,)  declare  that  the  i 
Rufus  Kbg  ought  to  be  supported  for  the  officci  and  tit- 
tually  threaten  every  man  who  refused  to  do  so  with  ex- 
communication from  their  political  church  1  The  pam* 
'  phleteers  attempt  to  assign  some  reasons  for  tbiS|butthcj 
nrei  as  obviously  they  must  have  beeui  worthless  and  pu- 
erile. The  object  undoubtedly  was,  to  draw  in  a  portion 
of  the  federalists  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  at  the 
next  election;  an  object  which  they  accomplished,  though 
not  to  the  extent  they  anticipated.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Clintonians  dared  not  oppose  the  election  of  Mr.  King, 
because  they  feared,  if  they  did  so,  they  should  lose  the 
support  of  Mr«  Clinton  by  the  federalists.  At  the  same . 
time,  the  federalists  in  the  legislature,  led  by  Mr.  Oakley, 
hud  not  self  respect  enough  to  spurn  the  support  ^  a 
candidate  thus  imposed  on  them  by  men  who  were  de- 
nouncing their  party  as  so  contaminated  that  Mr.  Clinton 
deserved  political  death  for  holding  any  intercourse  with 
them.  Without  intending,  or  feeling,  personally,  tl^ 
least  disrespect  to  Mr.  King,  who,  I  believe,  was  a  good 
as  well  as  a  great  man,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  the 
motives  which  induced  the  Bucktails  to  support  him,  ap- 
pear to  sue  to  have  been  entirely  unjustifiable ;  that  ^ . 
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'ttiotiveg  whiell  gdVeraed  the  federal  and  tepubKcan  Cflin- 
tcnians^  were  equally  inezcusiable;  and  thirty  in  relatickn  to 
If r.  E.'s  Clintonian  republican  and  federA  supporters^lfhejr 
are  alao  justly  chargeable  with  a  truckling  and  mean  poll^ 
qr-  I  was  myself  one  who  was  guilty  of  this  meannesS) 
and  I  therefore  speak  ibe  more  freely  of  the  transaction. 
I  was  willing^  and  I  expressed  myself  so,  in  1819,  not* 
withstanding  the  denunciations  of  the  Budetails,  to  hare 
Toted  for  Mr.  King|bnt  I  eould  not  do  so  without  desert- 
ing my  party;  and  never  did  I  give  a  vote  with  so  much 
reinctance,  and  of  which  I  felt  myself  so  much  «Bhamedy 
(solely  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  that  vole 
was  extorted  from  me/)  as  the  vote  I  gave  for  Mr.  King, 
in  1820.  I  ought  to  have  had  independence  and  honesty 
enough  to  have  voted  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  owft 
uonscience,  in  both  cases. 

Ml'.  King  was  unanimously  re-elected. 

In  December,  1819,  the  territory  of  Missouri  applied 
to  congress  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state;  ex- 
hibiting at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  her  constitution,  by 
which  negro  slavery  was  expressly  tolerated.  An  objtfe^ 
tion  was  raised  against  this  clause  in  their  constitution,  fay 
Gen.  James  Talmadge  from  this  state,  and  a  long  and  an- 
gry debate  ensued,  in  congress,  up<Mi  that  question.  Mudi 
excitement  was  produced  in  this  state  by  the  discussion, 
and  the  feeling  was  apparently  universal  here,  in  favor  of 
the  ground  assumed  by  Oen.  Talmadge.  The  subject 
was  taken  into  consideration  in  the  assembly,  and  a  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  MeNeil,  of  Oneida  county,  as  chair- 
man  ol  a  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  fft» 
•tructing  die  senators,  and  requesting  the  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  congress,  from  the  state  ef 
New-York,  to  support  the  ground  taken  by  Gen.  Tai- 
inadge.  This  resolution*  passed  both  house*  of  our  tegii* 
kture  unanimously.  • 
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On  tli«  4Ui  of  February,  the  assembly  procte^ed  to  tiba 
choice  of  a  council  of  appoUitineiil,  and  John  D.  DiMali 
of  the  southern, 'John  Louoshury  of  the  middle,  Levi  Ad- 
ama  of  the  eastern,  and  Epbraim  Hart  of  the  western  di»* 
tricts,  were  chosen  by  the  joint  votes  of  the  federal  and 
Clintonian  members.  All,  except  Mr.  Ditmia,  were  Qtior 
tonians* 

▲  few  sheriffs  and  some  other  officers  were  remoTed  bj 
this  council  from  political  considerations,  butf  in  genend, 
tto  very  important  changes  were  made  by  it,  prii^cipally,! 
presume,  for  the  reason  that  by  thia  time  the  offices  were 
nearly  all  filled  by  Clintonians.  The  appointments  in  the 
western  district  were  mainly  regulated  by  Mr.  Hart,  and 
it  is  due  to  him  to  say,  that  Mr.  Evans,  a  Bucktail  sena- 
tor, in  accounting  to  me  for  the  reason  why  Mr.  Clinton 
leceived  so  large  a  majority  in  the  western  district,  in 
April,  1820,  ascribed  it  to  the  very  judicious  manner  in 
which  the  appointments  had  been  omde,  under  tbe  advise* 
ment  of  Mu  Hart. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  a  charge  was  made  in  the 
New-York  American  to  the  following  purport;  that  in  tbe 
jrear  1811,  or  beginning  of  1812,  the  applicants  Xpr  chpif- 
tering  the  Bank  of  America  had  agreed  with  Wm.  W.  Van 
"Ness,  Elisha  Williams,  and  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  in  oi^ 
der  to  procure  their  aid  in  the  application,  that  the  bank, 
when  chartered,  should  loan  to  ihfi  Columbia  County  Bank 
.one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  term  of 
£fteen  years,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent;  that  the  Bank 
of  Columbia  should  pay  the  interest  annually  to  Mr. 
Williams  and  his,  associates,,  who  were,  to  retam  in  their 
tends  for  their  own  private  use,  three  per  cent,  that,  is, 
Hme-half  ifae  whole  annual  interest.  That  after"  the  char- 
ter was  granted  and  the  bank  was  organized,  the  directors 
refused  to  sanction  tbi^  agreement,  but  proposed  to  pey 
Messrs.  Williams^  Yan  Ness  and  \Ud  Rensselaer  ^mttOf 
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proposition  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Williams^  in  behalf  of 
iuBUirif  and  his  associates^  and  the  money  was  accordbgly 
.paid  to  Mr.  Williams^  but  that  after  reeeivlng  the  moneji 
Mr«  W.  refused  to  divide  any  portion  of  it  with  his  part- 
ners, unless  they,  would  agree  that  a  fourth  perbon 
should  be  allowed  to  receive  an  equal  share  of  it. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  6^n.  Root  produced  in  the 
assembly  the  paper  containing  this  article,  and  offered  the 
followbg  resolution: 

^  Resolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  William  W.  Van  Ness,  Esq,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and  report 
their  opinion  whether  the  said  William  W.  Van  Kess  hath 
so  acted  in  his  oiBcial  capacity  as  to  require  the  interpoei- 
tion  of  the  constitutional  power  of  this  house,  and  th^t 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers." 

This  resolution,  together  with  a  preamble,  stating  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  inquiry  was  directed,  proposed 
by  Col.  McKown,  a  member  from  Albany,  was  adopted, 
and  a  committee  appointed:  the  following  are  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  committee: — Messrs. 
McEown,  Root,  Fox,  Irvmg,  John  Miller,  Walbridge, 
Jedediah  Miller,  Nelson  and  Vail. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  proeeedtn|p 
which  followed  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  It  will 
be  sufficient  to  state  that  proofs  were  taken  before  the 
committee,  that  some  circumstances  were  disclosed  which 
rendered  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  accused 
suspicious,  but  that  the  majority  of  the  house  ultimately 
decided  that  the  proofs  did  not  warrant  an  impeaisbment  of 
Judge  Van  Ness.  The  members  of  the  house  generally 
took  sides  for  or  against  an  impeachment,  according  to 
the  party  to  which  they  belonged;  that  is  the  f^leraliais 
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ftod  Clbtonhtns  remted  and  the  budttailfe  gtnertlly  flnmdl 
a&  impeachment*  ^ 

Judge  Yan  Nest  who^w^  a  mm  of  great  sen^UHlttfi 
was  deeply  affected  by  these  procedingSi  and  it  is  attd| 
that  his  feelmgs,  eventually  induced  an  impaired  state  of 
health  from  which  he  never  recovered.* 


*lfr.XliihaWiUiuBtwat  ezuDinodoBoatlibftheeoaunitletyaBd  Us  4ep» 
lition  at  taken  bf  tlMm  Is  annexsU  to  tlidr  report. 

Wm  stated  that  before  the  bank  was  chartered  te  made  an  afrecment  with  peiaoM 
who  assumed  to  be  its  aieatSi  that  the  Bank  of  Colombia  shoald  keep  its  aeconaf 
with  the  Bank  of  Ameriea;  that  the  lauer  bank  shoald  allow  the  former  loovev- 
4niw  ita  aeeowt  to  ths  som  of  one  hondred  and  iiftf  thousand  doUais,  on  pnf  ing 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent  onlf;  that  this  arraDcement  should  continue  fifteen 
ftnrsi  and  that  this  contract  was  made  wHh  Mr.  Williams  indlvidoallf  and  foe 
Ms  individaal  bensfit.  He  acted  solely  for  himseli;  and  had  a  risht  to  make  sadi 
terms  with  the  Bank  of  Columbia  ai  he  and  the  directors  mifht  mutuallf  agree 
npen.   Judge  Van  Nees  knew  wKhing  of  this  oontract  until  V^sr  Os  hmk  was 


Before  the  Bank  of  America  went  into  operation,  Mr.  Woloott,  the  prcsidem 
pnpoeed  to  Kr.  Williams  a  material  change  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  atlsc- 
Ijig  tlmtftom  the  probable  Aitnre  condition  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  oonntryi 
Che  hank  would  be  unable  to  loan  so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  so  great  a  length 
of  timoi  at  so  low  an  interest.  Hsi  therefore,  propoeed  to  stipulate  that  the 
Bank  of  Colambia  might  oferdraw  its  account  in  tiie  Bank  of  America,  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars  for  fflteen  years,  paying  an  in> 
4esset  at  the  mte  of  tMfpsreenIi  and  that  Mr.  Williams  and  two  other  respouMi 
persons  for  him  should  become  sureties  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  en- 
gagements of  the  Bank  of  Columbia.  Mr.  Wolcott  further  proposed  in  coosidem 
tfon,  that  the  first  contract  shonldbe  abandoned^  and  the  proposed  one  adopt'4  ia 
lien  of  it  to  pay  Mr.  Willtams  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Wolcott  further  of- 
fered to  accept  as  sureties  for  Mr.  WilliamSi  Jacob  R.  Van  Eensselaer  and  Judge 
Van  Ntss*  These  propositions  were  aceepied  by  Mr.  Williamsi  and  he  applied  to 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  to  become  one  of  his  sureties^  to  which  he  consented  on  eo** 
ditSon  that  Williams  would  pay  him  five  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  twenty  tho«- 
innd  he  was  to  receife  from  the  Bank  of  Americat  to  which,  Williams  agreed. 
Mr.  W.  then  applied  to  Judge  Van  Ness,  and  requested  him  also  to  become  his 
surety,  to  which  he  readily  consented  without  fee  or  reward;  butWilBamsia 
aisted  on  payingi  and  did  pay  him  the  same  sum  he  paid  Van  Rensaelaeri  ttamelpi 
five  thousand  dollars.    [Stt  AntmMy  Journal  V  1890,  p.  Stt.] 

Assuming  this  statement  to  be  true,  aod  it  would  be  extremely  uncharitable  in 
doubt  the  oath  of  such  a  man  as  Slisha  Williams,  I  cunnot  peroelve  anything  ia 
the  transaction  which  in  the  slightest  degree  ought  to  tarnish  the  character  of 
Judge  Van  Ness.  The  deposition  of  Mr.  Williams  was  strengthened  and  support- 
ed by  the  testimony  of  J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Charles  Newbold,,o«e  of  tte 
aisnts  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  America. 

Indge  Van  Ness,  it  appeared,  had  exerted  his  influence  In  favor  of  granthigthn 
•hnvter  for  the  bank,  aod  the  fact  that  he  had  received  five  thousand  dollars,  which 
I  originally  from  that  iastitutioo,  was  urged  as  an  CTidence  that  bis  moliveo 
I  Impure.  But  Mi  WlUinms  testified  that  tl»  federalist .,  as  a  party,  w«c  anB> 
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The  goYernor  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
lettion  recommentkd  the  call  of  a  convention  with  pow- 
ers (limited  in  the  act  by  which  the  call  should  be  made) 
to  abolish  the  council  of  appointmenti  and  consider  on 
such  other  amendments  to  the  constitution  as  should  be 
designated  by  the  legislature.  Had  he  done  this  one  year 
before^  and  his  friends  supported  his  recommendation,  it 
would  probably  hare  been  better  for  him  and  for  the  state 
also. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  and  discussed,  but  as  the  assem 
bly  greatly  differed,  not  only  about  the  details  but  the 
principles  which  ought  to  be  embraced  in  it,  it  failed  of  . 
becombg  a  law.    Most  of  the  Bucktails  were  for  calling 
a  convention  with  unlimited  powers. 

Etirly  in  the  session,  the  comptroller  communicated  to 
the  assembly  a  history  of  his  proceedings  under  the  act 
for  ^  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  D.  D.  Tompkms;'' 
stating  the  difference  m  opinion  between  him  and  the  vice- 
president  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  that  act,  and 
the  reasons  upon  which  his  opinion  was  founded.  This 
communication  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
which  Jedediah  Miller  of  Schoharie  was  chairman. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  the  committee  made  a  very 
long  and  able  report,  in  which  they  examined  with 
great  minuteness,  the  several  matters  involved  in  the 
controversy,  and  finally  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: — 

^'  Resolvedj  as  the  sense  of  this  house,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  comptroller  in  regard  to  the  auditing  and 
settling  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Esq.  late 

lo«t  to  laeorponte  tbUcompuif ,  bteaatt  k  hviIomwb  Unta  mjorltir  ottim  tfMk 
would  be  taken  up  hj  federalistii  and  t)iat  thus  an  inttUtttion  might  be  ereate4 
eapaUi  of  eonntevacting  ibe  political  inSoenee  of  tbo  Manhattan  Compaif .  AH 
who  knew  Judge  Ven  Swb,  Well  kaow  that  be  wae  much  moie  deiiroiis  of  pollll* 
cal  aeoendencTi  than  pecuniary  gaini.  Is  It  not  then  eaif  to  aeeonnt  for  hie  *9er> 
tlow  la  fhvor  of  chtmeriag  Uie  Bank  of  Ameriea*  erithomt  impnttag  M  him  •nU^ 
»ellvect 
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governor  of  this  state,  both  previous  to,  and  under  the 
act  of  the  13th  of  April,  1819,  has  been  that  of  a  firniy 
faithful  and  intelligent  public  officer,  and  meets  the  full 
and  entire  approbation  of  this  house.'' 

The  merits  of  this  report  were  discussed  with  great 
ability  for  many  days.  Those  who  most  distinguished 
themselves  in  support  of  the  views  presented  by  the 
committeei  were,  Messrs.  Oakley,  Spencer,  (the  speak- 
er,) E.  Williams,  McEown,  C.  H.  Ruggles,  now  a  dis- 
tinguished judge  of  the  third  circuit,  Ogden  of  Otsego^ 
Jno.  Miller  of  Cortland,  Fox  of  Warren,  H.  Camp  of 
Tompkins,  and  Tibbits  of  Troy.  The  most  powerful 
and  efficient  lAen  in  the  opposition,  were  Messrs.  Root, 
Sharpe,  Roma  n,  Ulshoeffer,  J.  T.  Irving  and  Seymour.  I 
have  said  that  this  assembly  contained  much  talent;  of  this 
asseif^lon  the  debates  on  this  question,  and  on  the  proceed- 
jQgs'against  Judge  Van  Ness,  furnished  a  conclusive  and 
splendid  demonstration.  I  was  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course  heard 
the^  discuimons  of  that  body  for  two  successive  ses- 
sions, and  I  have  on  several  occasions  witnessed  the 
debates  in  the  house  of  commons  in  England,  and  al- 
though in  those  bodies  there  were  individuals  possessing 
high^  qualities  as  statesmen,  and  parliamentary  orators 
than  in'  the  New- York  assembly,  yet  if  the  whole  num- 
ber of  public  speakers  in  those  bodies  were  compared, 
with  the  whole  corps  of  debaters  in  the  assembly  of  1820, 
I  do  not  think  the  latter  would  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  tke  former.  I  may  be  incompetent  to  judge — ^I  may 
be  partial  to  the  inhabitants  of  my  own  state,  and  of 
course  I  may  misjudge,  but  this  is  my  honest  opinion. 
For  skill  in  argument,  parliamentary  tact,  pungency  of 
wit,  And  clear,  sound,  logical  powers  of  mind,  few  men  of 
th6  age  would,  I  imagine,  have  excelled  Messrs.  Oakley, 
£.  Williams,  £.  Root,  J.  C.  Spencer,  Ulshoeffer,  Romain, 


•nd  McEown.  The  last  named  geotleman  was  a  young 
fnember^and  distinguished  himself. most  in  the  discussions 
which  grew  out  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  coo* 
duct  of  Judge  Van  Ness,  proposed  by  Qen.  Root.  It  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  he  d^d  not  longer  continue  a 
member  of  our  legislatire  assemblies*  His  talents  which 
are  of  the  first  order,  seeijued  to  me  to  be  particularly 
adapted  for  usefulness  in  those  bodies. 

,  On  the  12th  of  January,  Mr.  Van  Buren  offered  a  reso- 
lution in  the  senate,  calling  on  the  comptroller  to  report 
to  fbat  house  whether  the  accounts  between  the  state  and 
p.  J  p.  Tompkins  had  been  settled  according  to  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  and  if  not,  then  to  transmit  to  the  senate 
a  copy  of  the  claim  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the 
^te  governor  against  the  state,  and  generally  the  action 
of  the  comptroller  on  that  subject 

][p  answer  to  this  call,  Mr.  Mclntyre  presented  a  con* 
cise  view  of  the  transactions  between  him  and  the  vice* 
president  on  that  subject;  and  that  answer  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  of  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  chair^ 
man. 

J  On  the  9th  of  March,  the  last  mentioned  committee 
made  an  able  and  eloquent  report  to  the  senate,  in  which 
they  reviewed  the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  and  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  comptroller 
ought  to  have  allowed  Gov.  Tompkins  a  premium  of  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent  on  one  million  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which  would  produce  one  hundred  and  thirty- one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  would  leave  a  balance 
due  him  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  committee,  of 
eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  and  they  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  to 
the  late  governor  of  that  balance,  upon  his  releasing  all  his 
claims  against  the  state. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  it  was  admitted  by 
the  Yice-president  and  his  friends,  that  the  services  for 
which  he  claimed  compensation  were  rendered  to  the  Thd- 
ted  Statesy  and  that  the  losses  he  had  sustained  had  been 
incurred  in  their  service,  and  therefore,  that  the  United 
States  government  and  not  the  state  of  New- York,  ought 
to  remunerate  him  for  those  serivces  and  losses,  and  accord- 
ingly the  original  bill  directed  the  comptroller  to  debit  the 
United  Sutes  with  the  amount  of  money  allowed  by  him 
to  the  vice-president  for  sercives,  ftc. 

When  the  report  of  the  committee,  together  with  the  bill 
came  up  in  the  senate,  the  argument  which  one  would 
naturally  have  supposed  would  have  been  rather  a  dry  law 
argument  upon  the  construction  of  the  act  of  1819,  and 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  passing  it,  probably 
with  a  view  of  exciting  odium  against  the  comptroller, 
was  chiefly  directed  to  the  items  which  had  been  claimed 
by  the  vice-president,  and  rejected  by  the  comptroller. 
This  course  of  argument  however  was  excusable,  because 
in  discussing  the  same  question  in  the  assembly,  the  Clin- 
tonians  had  criticised  with  great  severity  many  of  the 
charges  made  by  the  vice-president,  probably  with  a  view 
of  exciting  public  odium  against  him. 

The  only  speech  made  in  support  of  the  report  and  bQl, 
was  made  by  Mr.  Yan  Buren.  It  occupied  a  part  of  two 
days,  and  was  one  of  the  most  ingenious,  able  and  elo- 
quent speeches  I  ever  heard.  It  has  been  the  custom  of 
the  opponents  of  this  gentleman,  both  in  the  state  and 
nation,  to  give  him  credit  for  great  tact  and  management  as 
a  mere  politician,  and  to  deny  that  he  possesses  those  high 
and  exalted  powers  of  mind  which  always  distinguish  the 
great  statesman  and  the  commanding  parliamentary  orator. 
But  any  fair  minded  man,  who  has  heard  Mr.  Yan  Buren  on 
great  and  important  questions  in  our  legislative  assemblies, 
whether  state  or  national,  will  not  hesitate  to  award  km 
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the  meed  of  high  merit.  It  is  on  these  C£ca|tioii8  and 
more  especially  in  his  efforts  as  a  lawyer  in  our  highest 
courts  of  judicature,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  afforded 
decisive  demonstration  of  the  most  commanding  and 
splendid  intellectual  powers.  In  the  senate,  the  opposition 
to  the  report  and  bill  was  feeble.  Mr*  Granger  after- 
wards published  a  written  argument,  which  in  conse-' 
quence  of  ill-health,  was  not  delivered  in  the  senate,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  answer  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  it  had  lit- 
tle eflfect  on  the  public  mind. 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
by  a  majority  of  nearly  two  to  one. 

When  this  bill  from  the  senate  came  into  the  assemblyi 
it  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  Mr«  Oakley  was 
chairman.  On  the  6th  of  April,  he  made  a  report  against 
it.  That  report  assumed  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
comptroller,  had  been,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee^ 
correct;  that  no  further  legislation  than  that  contained  in 
the  act  of  1819,  ought  to  be  had  on  the  subject;  that  the 
▼ice-president  must  seek  his  relief  under  that  law,  in  the 
same  way,  and  on  the  same  footing  of  all  other  citizens; 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  construction 
which  should  be  given  to  the  statute  by  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  and  with  a  view  to  obtain  that  con- 
struction, the  committee  recommended  an  amendment  to 
the  senate's  bill  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it  except 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a  provi- 
sion requiring  the  comptroller  in  case  the  vice-president 
should  not  pay  the  balance  declared  at  the  accounting 
office  to  be  due  from  him,  by  the  first  day  of  August,  then 
next,  to  commence  a  suit  against  him  for  the  recovery  of 
the  same;  in  which  suit  the  vice-president  should  be  pennit- 
ted  to  offesett  bis  claim  for  premiums  under  the  act  of  1819. 

This  report  was  confirmed  by  the  majority  in  the  assem- 


526  POLITICAL     inSTOJVY  [Itl^. 

biy^  and  the  bill  passed   as  amended   by  the  select  coin 
mittee;  and  here  all  action  in  the  two  houses  ended. 

In  Conclusion,  I  have  io  remark,  that  notwithstanding 
this  controversy  continued  so  long  in  the  legislature,  and. 
among  the  people^  and  excited  so  much  asperity  and  bit-; 
terness,  the  real  object  of  the  two  parties,  so  far  aa  the 
same  was  to  be  effected  by  legislation,  did  not  materially 
differ.  Both  parties  admitted  that  the  services  of  Gov. 
Tompkins  during  the  war,  had  been  great  and  arduous;  both 
admitted  that  he  had  not  intentionally  wasted  or  appro- 
priated to  his  own  use  the  public  moneys;  both  admitted 
the  comptroller  to  be  a  correct,  able  and  faithful  ac- 
counting officer;  both  were  willing  and'  desirous  that  the 
accounts  of  the  vice-president  with  the  state  should  be 
balanced  without  the  payment  by  him  of  a  single  cent| 
and  neither  would  consent  that  after  balancing  his  ac 
counts  any  considerable  sum  should  be  paid  to  him.  The 
difference  so  far  as  principle  was  concerned,  consisted  in 
the  manner  of  doing  that  which  all  believed  ought  to  be 
done.  The  one  party  desired  to  pay  him^  as  a  debt,  say 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars;  the  other  wish- 
ed to  allow  him  that  sum  m  consideration  of  his  losses^ 
and  as  a  gratuitous  rewani  for  his  services.  Had  a  bill 
been  brought  in,  reciting  those  services  and  losses,  and 
the  confused  state  of  the  vice-presldent^s  vouchers,  and 
accounts,  and  directing  the  comptroller  in  consideration 
thereof,  to  balance  bis  accounts,  it  must  in  any  stage  of 
this  controversy  have  passed  both  houses  unanimously;  and 
such  should  have  been  the  bill  passed  in  1819.  The  notion 
of  charginc;  the  amount  allowed  to  the  vice-president,  to 
the  United  States,  was  a  humbug,  and  known  to  be  such.. 
Hence  it  is  most  evitlent  thdt  the  reason  the  controversy 
assumed  the  shape  it  ultimately  did,  and  of  the  adverse 
action  of  the  two  houses  was,  that  both   parlies  thought 
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tfiey  could  make  political  capital  out  of  it,  and  each  par- 
ty thought  it  could  make  more  than  the  other. 

On  the  I8th  of  January,  a  caucus  of  republican  mem* 
bers  of  the  legislature  opposed  to  ^  the  re-election  of  Oot. 
Clinton,  was  held  at  the  capitol.  Sixty-four  members 
-mere  in  attenditnee,  of  whom,  fifty- two  on  balloting  voted 
for  Tompkins  ^s  the  candidate  {ipr  governor,  and  he  was 
therefore  declared  duly  nominated. 

Gen'.  Benjamin .  Mooers  of  Plattsburgh,  of  the  senate, 
was  nominated  the  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor, 

Oen.  Mooers  had  been  nominated  and  elected,  at  th« 
very  last  election  a  senator  from  the  eastern  district,  by 
the  Clintonians  as  a  Clintonian.  Here  is  another  instance 
of  a  senator  elected,  professing  to  belong  to  one  party 
and  immediately  or  shortly  after,  declaring  himself  to  be 
of  the  other.  This  is  a  sort  of  political  swindling, — a 
cheating  by  false  pretences.  Probably  Gen.. Mooers  did 
not  take  this  view  of  the  question,  for  he  was  apparently 
an  amiable  and  good  man,  and  I  believe,  as  a  neighbor 
and  citizen,  W3s  universally  esteemed. 

The  republican  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  in  the  legisla- 
ture were  at  this  session  in  the  minority.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  thought  judicious  to  make  a  legislative  nomina- 
tion. In  order  to  prevent  a  public  exhibition  of  the  mea^ 
greness  of  our  number,  making  a  merit  of  necessity,  we  af- 
fected to  disapprove  of  selections  of  gubernatorial  candi- 
dates by  legislative  caucuses.  Mr.  Clinton  and  John  Tay- 
ler  were  nominated  for  re-election  at  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Albany,  of  which  Mr.  William  James  was 
chairman. 

The  state  candidates  of  both  parties  were  now  in  th« 
field,  and  the  campaign  was  fairly  and  vigorously  opened. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  a  most  singular  document,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  coming  election,  was  issued  from  the 
press  at  Albany,  and  circulated  through  the  state. 
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Ever  since,  and  perhaps  before  the  contest  for  speajccs 
in  1819,  and  for  an  United  States  senator  during  the 
same  session,  a  party  among  the.  federalists,  of  whom 
William  A.  Duer  of  Albany,  and  Charles  King  of  New* 
York,  were  the  most  active,  seemed  to  have  been  forme4 
with  the  avowed  object  at  all  events  of  putting  down  De 
Witt  Clinton. 

The  sons  of  the  late  Gen.  Hamilton  and  of  Mr.  Rufua 
King,  early  and  unanimously  formed  a  part  of  this  asso* 
dation.  From  an  article  publbhed  by  Mr.  William  Cole- 
man in  the  Evening  Post,  a  few  days  after  the  election  in 
1820,  it  appears  that  he  too  was  inclined  to  join  in  the 
combination.  From  a  community  of  feeling,  prejudices, 
principles,  interests  and  views,  several  distinguished  federal 
gentlemen  residing  in .  various  counties  in  the  state,  also 
united  eventually  with  them  in  political  action.  One  of 
the  strongest  objections  they  seemed  to  have  entertained 
against  Mr.  Clinton,  was  that  his  party  partook  of  the 
character  of  a  personal  party;  that  those  whom  he  was 
most  inclined  to  favor,  were  continually  lauding  him,  and 
that  there  was  among  his  confidential  friends  and  favor- 
ites a  total  want  of  independence,  of  character  and  a  sup- 
pleness of  disposition,  (which  by  the  by  may  have  been . 
partially  true  when  applied  to  many  of  Mr.  C.'s  old 
friends  in  New- York,)  disgusting  to  the  feelings  of  all 
truly  high  minded  and  honorable  men  who  entertained  a 
decent  self  respect.  From  frequently  urging  this  view 
of  the  character  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  his  confidential 
friends,  this  class  of  federalists  acquired  the  name  of  . 
^^  HIGH  minded"  federalists. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  these  gentlemen,  to  the  number 
of  fifty,  issued  an  address  to  the  people  containing  an  ex- 
pose of  their  political  views,  and  avowing  their  determi- 
nation to  support  the  election  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  and  the 
reason  upon  which  that  determination  rested.     This  is  the 
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document  which  I  have  characterised  as  siBgular;  and  I 
do  so,  not  OB  account  of*  the  determination  made  by  its 
aigners,  but  because  of  the  reasons  given  by  them  for  soch 
determiasition;  and  here  let  me  remark,  that  so  formida- 
bU  an  array  of  talent,  wealth,  influence  in  society,  and 
indeed  personal  worth,  embracing  so  many  men  and  aa 
icattered  through  the  state,  I  do  not  believe^  can  be  found 
ji  the  annals  of  our  political  partiea,  who  combiMd 
ibr  the  accomplishment  of  a  single  political  object^  but 
who  carried  so  few  of  the  rank  and  file  men  with  them, 
as  did  these  fiAy  high  minded  federalists. 

To  show  that  I  do  not  overrate  the  talents,  standing  and . 
weight  of  character  of  these  gentlemen,  I  give  the  nauMp 
nf  those  who  stgned   the  address  which  fell  under  mg 
nbtervation : 


Peter  Jay  Monroe, 
J.  O.  Hoffman^ 
Jonathan  Uasbrouck, 
Geo.  D.  Wickham, 
Morris  S.  Miller, 
Melancthon  Wheeler, 
Levi  Callendar, 
Joshua  Whitney, 
John  Suydam, 
R   W.  Stoddard, 
David  Hudson, 
H.  Montgomery, 
H.  B.  Bender, 
Geo.  W.  Tibbits, 
Thomas  Mumford, 
John  A,  King, 
Elisha  B.  Strong, 
Geo.  F.  Tkltman, 
Joshua  A.  De  Witt, 
Charles  A.  Foot,. 
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James  Lynch, 
Glen  Cuyler, 
John  L.  Wendell, 
Charles  Xing, 
A.  B.  Haslmmck, 
T.  S.  Morgan, 
Jeffrey  Wisner, 
James  A.  Hamilton, 
Ebenezer  Griffin, 
John  C.  Morris, 
Livingston  BilUngSf 
Tracy  Robinson, 
Johnson  Yerplanck, 
Henry  Brown, 
Thomas  J.  Delancy, 
Thos.  G.  Waterman^ 
John  C.  Hamilton, 
John  Duer, 
Jas.  Clapp, 
Wm.  P.  Sherman, 


Isaac  Duboiai  Eliaha  Bly^ 

Zeb.  B.  Shepherd,  H.  V^nderlyoi 

▲lanaon  Aaslin,  W.  W.^Mumfocri^ 

€krrit  Boat,  Wm.  A.  Dim. 

luthttr  addreaa,  they  commence  by  afBrmJag  thai  Ihp 
Wenl  party-^'«  party  of  which  they  dakfn  to  .have  be«| 
■lembara,  and.  of  whose  principles  they  pro&aa  their  entiii 
Bpptobation,  no  longer  exists.  They  say,  as  a  party  it  .is 
iHasalTedand  annihilated, and  that  even  the  hoftda  '^of 
aMitual  confidence  and pritia^e  refordace  severed, perh^pi 
forever.*' 

They  approve  of  the  doings  and  administralion  of  the 
foneml' government,  and.  they  affirm  that  the  federaJisto 
laire  ndw  ^^no  ground  of  i^inciple,"  on  which  to  atanrii 
and  therefore  declare  their  intention  of  uniting  with  tiht 
great  republican  party  of  the  state  and  union.  They  do 
not  object  to  the  capacity  of  Mr.  Clinton,  to  bis  morals 
nor  to  the  measures  he  had  reoonunended.  The  sole 
ground  of  objection  against  him  is,  that  thqr  allege  he 
is  attempting  to  form  "  a  personal  party.'' 

The  palpable  absurdity  with  which  this  address  strikes 
my  mind  is  this,  that  while  every  school  boy  in  the  state 
knew  that  Mr.  Yan  Buren  and  his  friends  entirely  approved 
of  the  measures  recommended  by  Gov.  Clinton,  admitted 
bis  competence  as  to  talents,  and  his  virtues  as  a  private 
citizen,  asKi  tliat:  lliey  opposed  him  soldiy  and  exclusively 
on  the  groimd  that  the /ed€ra/j>ar/y  did  asDif/  in  the  state, 
and  that  Mr.  CKnton  was  secretly  inclined  ta  favor  itj 
yet  the  hig^  minded  gentlemen  opposed  Mr.  Clinton 
because^  as  they  alleged,  the  federal  party  did  mt  ezu/, 
and  thmeapon  joined  the  party  who  heM  tbe  contrary 
position. 

The  case  presents  this  most  extoMMNiinary  afN90tacIe. 
Two  parties  unite  to  oppose  the  election  of  a  go\iemor|. 
neither  of  which  charge  upon  him  a  want  of  o^Mcity,  or 
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mtegrityi  or  utter  a  solitary  complaint  against  his 
fures.  The  one  party  declare  that  the  federal  party  docs 
not  exist;  and  yet  it  joins  the  other,  ^  the  great  repnhli- 
can  party,''  whoseonly  bond  of  union  is  a^belief  that  the 
federal  party  does  exist,  which  proposition  the  high 
minded  men  had  publicly  avowed  was  untrue.  Such  are 
(|l0te  of  the  iacoosisteocica  of  politictansi 

'The  deotion  was  very  close.  Tlfie  anti-Olinloinaq 
faiily,  which  now  ftirly  djeatnrca  to  be  denominated  ^ 
tspoblioan  party,  snoeeeded  in  elcotbg  a,  majority  ff  the 
MPbers  of  the  assonbly,  and  in  two  of  the.  actnatoeial 
difrtricis,  notwithstanding  which,  Mr*  CHiaton  wa»  fOf 
nloclnd  by  a  oiqority  of  one  thousand  Ioue  hnMhnad'  an4 
tfij-rnvtm,  TOtes. 

.  Xhe  senators,  this  year  eleeted  irere  Waltet  Bpw>ne  aidl 
John  Lefferts,  frpm  the  soutiiein;  Wm.  O.  Bousk,  Tillj^ 
^ynde,  and:  John  Miller,  Ihm  the  middle;  Bphraim  &rt| 
Oliver  ForwaMl  andBtpjakMiUs,  fron^the 


'  pountt»«c*  sMiitKi  (ItM; 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

FROM  iliX  J,  imh  TO  MAT  1,  IttU. 

Thb  result  df  the  ekctioB,  go  far  as  respects  politioil 
power,  was  a  complete  triumph  to  the  opponents  of  the 
governor.  In  the  senate  they  had  for  some  time  had  m 
strong  majoritjTi  and  the  new  senators  elected  added  to 
that  majoritj.  In  the  assembly  the  majority  against  the 
governor  was  eighteen.  How  did  it  happen  that  Mr. 
Cbnton,  when  his  friends  were  slain  around  him,  after  m 
competition  with  a  man  who,  perhaps,  was  peraonalfy 
BKM^e  popular  than  any  man  the  state  ever  prodnoedi 
should  hare  walked  off  the  field  in  triumph  t 

Among  the  causes  to  which  this  result  is  to  beascriMi 
the  following  appear  to  me  moat  prominent: 

The  people  are  always  sensitive,  and  justly  so,  in  taim* 
tion  to  the  management  and  expenditure  of  their  money. 
If  the  vice^resident  was  popular  as  a  governor,  Mr.  Me- 
Intyre  was  equally  so  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  faithful  guar- 
dian of  the  treasury;  and  no  doubt  many  of  the  personal 
and  political  friends  of  the  late  governor  suspected  that 
there  was  something  wrong  in  his  accounts,  and  in  his 
management  of  the  public  funds,  and  withheld  from  Um 
their  votes  on  that  account;  and  I  think  the  inference 
may  be  fairly  sustained,  that  he  lost  more  from  the  suspi- 
cion, than  he  gained  from  the  sympathy  of  his  republican 
friends. 

Notwithstanding  the  division  produced  by  the  corps  of 
high  minded  federalists,  the  great  body  of  the  federalists 
gave  Mr.  Clinton  a  more  unanimous  support  than  they 
had  done  either  Mr.  Burr  or  Gov.  Lewis.  As  a  party, 
the  name  of  Tompkins,  was  peculiarly  odious  to 


llielr  ftpMto^,  thovg^  iHMfiicoesiful  cofttesto  vtth  bim| 
kad  iBcrcftsedyHither  than  dimiiiiikad  their  hostility.  •  lit, 
dinlon^  bad  nayer  deaeived  them.  From  tha  year 
1813)  when  be  and  many  of  his  moat  deToted  frienda  aiipt 
farted  Van  BenfleeJaer  againai  Tompkins,  he  had  never 
mida  profetaions  to  them  which  he  had  not  endeaTored  to 
iiilfil.    They  admired  his  inddmitable  (rmnesa  and  asoral 


*.  Intelligent  men  of  aU  parties  entertained  a  high  regard 
fcr  hia  taknta*  On  all  occasions  Clinton  manifested  great 
respect  for  literary  merit,  and  the  institutions  of  science 
This  brought  into  bis  support  tbe  friends  and  patrons  of 
those  instittttiona,  and,  generally^tbe  scientific  men  of  tbe 


But  the  moat  eftctual  canse  of  hia  triumph  waa  the 
aUe,  anient,  and  uniform  support  he  had  given  to  the  ca* 
nal  policy.  He  had,  from  the  origin  of  that  policy^  earn* 
BMtted  himself  in  its  favor,  and  had  boldly  ataked  his  po* 
Meal  ftyrtunea  on  its  issue.  He  was  its  uncompromising 
iriand,  while  we  have  aeen  that  Gov.  Tompkina  had  stu* 
diandy  avoided  any  direct  commitment  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  many  of  his  most  ardent  supporters,  particn* 
Ihrly  in  the  aontl^m  district  of  the  state,  were  yet  open 
and  virulent  opponents  of  tbe  whole  scheme  oi  internal 
asprovements.  The  shrewd,  clear  sighted  yankee  farmers 
of  the:  west  saw  and  appreciated  all  this.  Hence  tha 
stiong  msjorilies  for  Clinton  in  the  great  republican  coun« 
tics  of  Ontario  and  Oeneace;  and  hence  the  majorities  for 
him  w  the  eastern  and  .weatem  districts,  those  districts 
Iteing  moat  directly  interested  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  great  work.  The  returns  of  the  election  showed  :a 
flwjority  for  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  the  eastern  diatrict,  of 
two  thousand  three  himdred  and  fifly-two,  and,  in  tha 
western,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two,  while 
the  m^dle  district  gave  Ibe  vic«-president  a  majority  of 


0iethoiMiidoiiekukidredl  tt<i'mxt6eoyiiiiA'llie  MmllHfW 
Iktte  tfajOtewid  twekikiMNd  wnH  tiiirtyHte^. 
.  The  result  of  the  decitioii  k<yire<«ier,taid^'in  enitj  |iM  <jf 
ilieetBte  except  tfie  ^JhMElem  dtotriot,  ttlid  a  tftattll  foJttte 
e(  the  ^ttieni,  dn^  ^j^etfaer  wd  fmteedl  iit6  «i&e  hMjr 
aeilrly  dlihe  old  te^^iMuiaii  fatt^,  m  cippeeitiiii  itolto 
teecvtJw  anlhcArttj^  of  ttae  ftiite* 

This  state  of  things  was  extremely  awkward  and  tWikW 
iumg  «o  the  few  reptfUious  wh6  fdtt  eoBMintted  lb  yikU 
to  the  goremoc  thcsr  support  Vfe  hh  ttattt  we  iNM4l 
nMre  handful  of  nieh  ilepettdeni  on  te  MeimlislB  fbr  cnr 
^Ittical  existence.  We  knew  tbift  that  partgr^  wkotn  ^i 
bdd  formerly  so  sealouriy,  end  some  of  os  efieiently  op* 
posed,  were  as  well  aware  of  the  true  state  of  things  lii 
w*  ooold  he.  Perhaps  it  was  jeak^usiy— fierii^pti  k  Kiras 
unfounded  saspicton--4ilt  I  confess  I  thongikt  the  fcderid* 
wtM  regarded  ns  as  m  inciunbraaee  npon  them;  or  ratbof 
some^irfiat  as  die  rich  man  regards  his  poor  relatiTes^  wto 
have  been  east  upon  hiaishalrity  and  whom  he  feris  boand 
in  hdno^  to  tnaintkin,  rithongh  the  expenditnhe  for  thai 
flMintenance  goes  to  diauttish  aA  estate  ^Mioh  te  hns< 
right  esclasively  to  enjoy. 

Bat^tf  the  fedeiralistd  (fid  entertain  these  feeiingBiliai 
#e  any  caase  of  obmpUikiii^  of  them  on  that  doeoiiritf 
From  ahe  hattrre  of  Ae  cAse  were  not  fiiose  £eelugs  as*- 
Iremely  natural  t  We  were  a  imetibn  of  the  'fepuhBbiir 
party,  which  party  held  the  control  of  the  sMe.  W<^ 
detached  onrseWite  from  the  majority  6t  oar  pattf  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  federalists,  ttnoe  the  eommelicenieiit  of  ths 
fear  181ft,  had  coatfMled  the  palrom^  an*  politiwtf 
poWer  of  the  state,  and  yet^  we  still  professed  Uir  be  op^ 
posed  to  ilw  federdists.  We  dasla^ed  thkt  our  opiUloHl  Of 
A^rprioaples  and  meaimres  remained  unchanged,  and  wa/ 
who  were  a  small  minorky,  whcfn  ComfMired  with  thir 
ftrderalista,  and  a  still  smaller  Aiinority  of  the  repiriilicai^ 
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fdlftfj  <ililitieA  an  alitoosl  achiaite  ectottt)),  tnid  mfHy 
HM*^  fliBh  mir-fefaafe,  of  the  static  pitronag^.  Waif  lUtl 
MMNHiUet  OmM  Mdi  a  ^ate  df  dHnga  liiatt  3^ 
ilN(mal64tli=  absurdly  I  wH)  mippoie  tile  Itodttd  atid  v# 
fllHIilali'tiiMieliyifti  18f9)to>hii^  OdttViMNi  tff  t^edtia^iMa 
only;  seTen  of  whom  were  repoblicanto  ahd-fiire  fedeiraliiM 
I^^MIl  M|)iM0i«  ttflft  A.  and  B.)  tW6  of  the  repiibtktaHi,de- 
IMh  ^ffatetttaclrea  fro»  the  ^eren,  and  by  the  aid  of  Hie  tm 
federaMM  ^eifte  ilpon  theataee  patronage  and  uae  kall^^ 
irta^Iy  illj  for  their  o^n  benefit.  It  is  taost  e^idtinl  Aat 
iMi  uirillir  anA  ^n^dal  a  state  of  things  iJouM  net  long  «» 
IM;  The  tifi  fedetaltetSy  knowing  that  A.  and  B.  iMll 
power  entirely  at  their  pleasure,  would  either  aaitfe  it 
IbettiielVies,  or  a  portiofi  of  thefli  Would  go  o?er  to  die  fiye 
i^pubficans,  wHh  whom  they  coirid,  at  leaat,  haire  an  equd 
ibare  in  thb  division  of  the  spoils. 
t  It  is  most  olmotts  that  one  or  two  asdoaM  may  be  dl^ 
Aso^  fi^m  (hiti  view  of  the  matter.  $*iM--^i^  iktm 
iMMy  (in  general,)  be  but  two  polHieal  parties  in  a  hm 
•ate.  SeOond^-thafwhenafrai^ionalpo/tionoftiiepttPty 
in  the  majority  di£^  in  opinion  with  ^e  majorify  of  theb^ 
)Mdrtyi  and  if  diat  difference  is  sb  fundamentally  important 
is,  in  Aeir  judgment,  would  render  the  suoeess  of  the  ad^ 
fttBe  party  beneficial  to  the  country,  they  ought  i&  ^mUh- 
Araw  from  their  oM  assodatea  and  join  at  wnk  and  ilt 
Iten  the  adveise  party;  but  in  no  case  ought  they  to  a^ 
fempt  to  form  a  third  party,  in  Mpectation  of  the  aid  «f 
the  minority  party  of  the  two  great  parties.  It  is  an  ei^ 
J^ctaftion  which  can  never,  from  the  nattire  and  conaliliF 
Hon  of  man  ttid  of  human  society,  be  realised. 

True  it  is,  if  an  individual  believes  the  object  and  Btd 
•f  bdth  t)ie  great  political  parties  to  be  injurious  to  the 
MWtry,  he  has  the  right,  and  it  may  be  his  duty  to  with- 
iraw  himself  entirely  from  the  political  field;  and  if  them 
be  a  sufficient  number  of  individuals  who  entertain  similar 


iHMwt)  li  new  pftrt3r  may  be  formed ;  but  ia  tUs  cue  it « 
the  duty  of  the  neWi  or  third  party,  to  make  war  ieduh 
caminately  on  each  of  the  two  existing  paTtiea^  Butaech 
a  state  of  things  can  seldom  exist  long.  It  is  as  umutar 
tal  as  a  battle  between  three  ships  at  sea^  each  Qghtiiag 
agaihst  the  other  two. 

The  title  of  the  Albany  Register  was,  about  this  time^ 
ehinged  to  thai  of  the  New-York  Statesman,  and  k  waa 
now  under  the  exclusive  management  of  Mr.  Carter. 

On  the  SSth  of  August  Judge  Buel  transferred  all  hit 
interest  in  the  Albany  Argus  to  Moses  I.  Caatine  and 
Isaac  Q.  Leake.  Mr.  Cantbe,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
a  brother-in-law  of  Bfr.  Van  Buren. 

That  paper,  under  the  judicious  and  prudent  control  of 
Mr.  Buel,  had  acquired  a  very  great  and  commanding  in- 
fluence in  the  democratic  party.  A  more  discitet  newspsr 
per  editor  than  Mr.  B.  could  not  be  selected  from  the  wholf 
corps  editorial  in  the  state.  Although  not  brilliant,  ha 
ifm  wise;  but  the  profits  accruing  from  the  state  printing 
were,  and  are,  very  considerable,  and  Mr.  Buel  had,  by 
industry  and  good  management,  acquired  a  handsome  foi** 
tune  during  the  six  years  he  had  been  state  printer;  it  was 
therefore,  thoi^^ht  reasonable  that  he  should  give  place  to 
other  persons,who  were  supposed  to  have  equal,  or  perhaps 
superior  claims  on  the  democratic  party.  The  contract 
waa  probably,  in  reality,  made,  rather  with  the  leaders  of 
the  democratic  party  than  with  Messrs.  Cantine  and  Leaka 
— the  last  named  gentleman  stipulating  to  pay  Mr.  Bui^ 
a  round  sum  of  money  for  his  printing  establishment  and 
the  favor  to  it,  and  the  party  leaders  agreeing  that  Cantine 
and  Leake,  who^  by  the  by,  were  both  ra^irely  ignorant 
of  the  printing  business^  one  of  them  having  been  bred  a 
lawyer  and  the  other  brought  up  in  a  bank,  should  be  ap» 
pottted  state  printers.     This  bargain  was  ultimately  Gap» 
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fftad  into  efibct^  and  6«ttctioned  by  an  act  of  dM  lagiali* 
tore. 

On  the  same  25,th  day  of  August  a  meeting  waa<lwld  at 
Tammany  Hall,  of  which  Stephen  Allen  wai  chairaMtt, 
and  Adrian  Hagerman  secretary;  at  wUeh  it  was  levl?^ 
that  a  Gonventioni  trith  unlimited  powers  ia  amend  tha 
constitution,  ought  to  be  called. 

Heretofore  the  repablicans  opposed  to 'Mr.  Clinton,  as 
well  as  those'who  supported  him,  had  ditfered  in  <^inion 
in  relation  to  the  details  of  a  bill  for  the  ^eall  of  a  eonven^ 
tion*  The  re*eleetion  of  Mr.  Clinton  had  probably  pro- 
duced, in  the  ranks  of  the  democracy^  an  unanimity  of 
opinion  on  that  subject.  They  perceived  that- the  ealy 
n^re  means  of  ridding  themselves  of  him,  was  by  a  changt 
of  some  of  the  principles  of  the  government;  and  they 
l^vailed  themselves,  with  great  skill  and  adroitness^  of  the 
propetisity  of  the  people  for  an  alteraticm  of  the  conatitn'» 
tion,  to  effect  that  object  I  speak  now,  not  of  the  masa^ 
but  of  some  of  the  considerations  which  probably  iniiip 
eoced  mere  politicians. 

The  meeting  at  Tammany  was,  no  doubt,  the  result  o' 
a  consiiltation  of  the  party  leaders  in  the  state;  for  the 
democratic  newspapers  generally,  throughout  the  country, 
now  advocated  a. convention  with  powers  unrestricted. 
.  On  account  of  the  approaching  presidortial  election  a 
session  of  the  legislature,  in  November,  was  required  for 
the  appointment  of  electors* 

Peter  Sharpe,  of  New-Yoric,  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
assembly*  He  received  sixty-nine  voles  for  that  oflieei 
and  John  C.  Spencer  fifty-two.  Derif^k  L.  Yanderheyden 
was  chosen  clerk  by  the  following  vote^-'D.  L.  yandep* 
heyden  sis ty -three,  and  Aaron  Clarke  sixty-two  irolea« 
Mr.  Clark  was  an  excellent  clerk,  but  not  a  very  decided 
politician;  bo.th  parties  claiujed  him,  or  rather  he  ooca« 
aionaUy  claimejil  both  parties.    A  ms^ority  of  the  refocmed 
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JtKJo^lMit  party  vm  now  ibiud,  iMit  Iwrely  gtimig 
enough  to  oust  him  by  one  vote.  In  a  pecuniary  pcMft 
tf  ^ie^  and  perfa^M  in  all  other  respects^  fais  ejeetioii 
hemiiii  chakAip  if  tibe  assembly  wafer^beneBcial  to  fate. 
Be  wmored  simrtly  afterwards  to  New^Vork,  and  I 
adtr^ely  need  add^he  Uar  since  bden  tvrke  dected  mayor 
of  that  city. 

7I»  go^niltAr's' e^eeo^  which  wes  written  «rith4m  o^^ 
ability!,  codtainod  many  highly  important  sug^gestions  uid 
ffseommendatibiis; 

He  kdvised  the  passage  of  a  lav  for  the  choice  of  presi^ 
Sential  eteotors  by  the  people,  by  general  ticket,  to  cosh 
taame  m  force  until  the  United  States  constitutton  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  require  the  electors  to  be  diosen  in 
9e|iaraie  districts,  throughout  the  union. 

lie  protested  against  the  interference  of  the  officers  of 
Ibfe  iMitienal.gdTemment  with  owe  state  elections.  On  titttt 
fmb|ect,  he  said:*-^'^  Our  government  is  domplez  in  its  or* 
gdrisatiiki,  and  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  preserre  dvs 
state  governments  in  their  purity  and  energy.  A  fi«e 
j^fs^eraraent  could  never  esdst  in  a  eoantry  so  extensive  as 
the  United  States,  without  a  jofdieious  combination  of  the 
federal  and  representative  prineipl<«.  The  apprehenmontt 
which  some  of  our  wisest  statesmen  entertained,  at  die 
fonaatidn  of  the  constitotion,  that  the  state  governments 
would  constantly  encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  national 
government,  appear  not  to  have  been  realiaedi  The  prae^ 
tical  tendency  fans  be^  in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
po#er  of  the  general  administration  has  itftreased  with 
the  extension  of  its  patronage.  And  if  the  office^  undet 
its  appointment  sbail  see  fit,  as  an  organiitfed  and  disct^ 
plisied  corps^to  interfere  in  the  state  electtorfe,  I  trost  that 
fiiere  will  be  found  a  becoming  disptmition  in  the  people, 
ta  resisl  these  alarming  attempts  upon  the  purity  and  inde- 
[MSiAmce  of  ikeir  local  govemmenta:  for,  whenever  tlie 
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piU&rft  whieh  ftun>ort  the  edifice  of  the  general  g»TenH 
me&l  are  itHflemined.  and  pfostraled,  the  whdle  fabric  of 
natioim]  -freedow  a&d  prd^erity  will  be  erUiheit  ia  mitu 
1  hare  eonaidered  it  m^  acnemh  duty  to  i>rbte«t  agaifait 
theae  uhtrarraatableinlniaidtaof  exiraiietm  biiiM%aii4 
I  hope  thU  tli^  nkttoiiat  legistatare  ivtil  not  bTregprdkea 
of  its  diAy  on  thia  occniim." 

Bdalaoi^iireeoifcti&eaded  let  stale  convtetioii  to  ai&eod 
the  codytitiitioa,  to  be  biadiag  da  ^e  folio  wing  ooAditioiiar 

Firat — That  the  {{ueation  whether  a  (ionveaiion  aboald 
be  called,  should  be  submitted  to  the  people  and  decided 
hf  thefiQ  by  a  majority  of  vbtea  at  the  polls  of  efectton; 
and  ii<^oon0 — if  a  convention  should  be  in  this  Wflfy  called^ 
ihd  their  doings  should  i^in  be  submitted  to  Uie  people 
tor  their  ccMfirssafibn  or  rejection. 

On  the  eighth  of  November,  the  second  day  after  the 
legislature  convened|  the  assembly  proceeded  to  choose  a 
coaiicilt>f  afipointm^nt^  and  the  following  waa  the  result 
of  the  vote:-^outhem  district)  Walter  Bowae,  aeveaity-^ 
one;  middle,  John  T.  Moore,  sevetity-one;  eastern^  Roger 
Skinner,  seventy-one;  western,  David  E.  Evans,  seventy- 
one.  The  Clintoniaa  candidates  were  Townsend,  Rossy 
Frothtng^iaflU  and  Barstbw,  who  each  received  fiAy-four 
votes. 

AH  the  members  6f  the  new  elected  council  were  politi- 
oally  hostile  to  the  govetnor,  and  all,  except  Mt.  Evansy 
were  particularly  and  e^cially  so.  The  propriety  of  so*, 
lectmg  Mr.  Skinner  for  a  councilloT,  was  questioMd  with 
great  plausibility.  He  had  been, about  a  year  b^ore,  ap* 
pointed  United  Slsftes  Ifudge  6f  the  northern  district  of 
New- York,  an  office  ^hich  had  become  vacant  by  the. 
death  of  Judge  Talmadge.  la  more  early,  and  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  too  muoh  to  say,  purer  days  of  the  republic, 
that  same  senate  of  which  Judge  Skinner  was  a  member.^ 
had  resolved  that  the  holding  of  an  office  under  the  Uoil^ 
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8ttft«sr  was  ittcompatible  wKfa  a  seal  in  the  li'ew-Yt)rk  le*^ 
gklatttre«  But  here,  it  was  nat  cbly  detcrmiiied  that  Ifn 
Sktott^r  «hoii1d  continue  to  hold  hir  seat,  to  whioh  no  one 
at  that  tiiM  objected^  but  that  be  Aould  be  thmst  into  the 
T^ry  i^fairi|iooI-^he'irortex-^-^'party  operati(»s  and  m«i- 
agemieHt  This  <»rtainly  was  wrongj  and  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  practice  has  been  distinctly  pronounced  by  an 
aiiendttient'  to  the  coni^itntion,  which  was  proposed  by 
the  <;onve»tion  of  1822|  and» sanctioned  by  the  people. 

The  new  oonncil  did  not  meet  until  the  next  winter's 
session. 

.  On  tlie  neicl  day  the  presidential  electors  were  chosen 
without,  1  belieye,  any  serious  disagreement.  The  Clin* 
toniani|  hoWcTer,  held  up  candidates,  but  the  repubticaa 
ticket,  headed  by  William  Floyd  and  Henry  Rutgers,  as 
state  electors,  succeeded  by  a  majority  af  eighteen  in  the 
assembly  and  eight  in  the  senate* 

Oen.  Root  brought  in  a  bill  dedaring  that  slarery 
could  not  exist  in  this  state,  being  inconsistent  with  its 
constitution  and  laws.  Upon  the  principles  contended  for 
by  Mr.  Root,  the  bill  was,  of  necessity,  declaratory  in  its 
character.  He  contended  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  in  all 
those  states  which  claimed,  or  admitted,  that  that  instru- 
ment was  framed  by  their  ag'ents;  and  that  it  especially 
made  a  part  of  the  constitutional  hw  of  New- York,  be- 
cause it  was  actually  incorporated  into  our  constitution. 

That  declaration  declared  that  all  men  were  bom  free 
and  equal,  and  that  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness was  the  inalienable  right  of  all.  It  resulted,  as  a  seU 
evident  truth,  that  if  all  men  were  bom  free  and  equal  no 
person  could  be  born  a  sitive. 

Gen.  Root,  however,  was  not  abl^  to  get  a  vote  takeft 
on  the  merits  of  his  bill.     It  was  p62»tponed. 


tB2L]  OW.  MBW-VOM.  Ml 

I  copy  the  fpllowing  very  imperf^et  sketch  of  the  iMt 
remarks  of  Mr.  Koot|  on  this  sul^ct,  from  the  New* York 
3tatesmaii.  Every  person  who  has  heard  him  when  exot- 
ted  in  debate^  will  readily  perceiye  that  the  sketch  jfnc- 
nished  by  the  report  cannot  have  done  justice  to  the  spear 
ker: — 

^^  Mr.  Root  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the  commiiteei 
for  once  more  occupying  the  floor  in  defence  of  the  prin* 
ciples  of  this  bilL  The  gentlemen  from  OrangCi  (Mik 
Borland,)  has  cited  the  common  law  of  £ngland|  and  eo^ 
lonial  precedent,  as  authority  for  justifying  and  legaliaing 
alayery  in  this  state.  Mr,  R.  said,  that  aitar  the  reToIl^ 
tion  a  statute  was  passed  by  this  state,  declaring  that  after 
the  first  day  of  May,  1788,  the  common  law  of  Knglaody 
and  the  laws  of  the  colony,  should  not  continue  in  force 
any  farther  than  such  laws  were  applicable  to  our  fepiibli* 
can  institutions  and  customs.  But  even  the  common  law 
.of  England  does  not  sanction  Uie  existence  of  slavery  at 
Aotns.  It  was  true,  that  in  the  earlier  periods  of  Englisk 
history,  while  the  feudal  system  was  yet  in  vogue,  a  sp^ 
cies  of  slaves,  called  viUaim^  W4sre  held  in  bondage  by  the 
iron-handed  barons*  But  this  barbarous  age  h^d  gone  by, 
and  Magna  Charta  had  annulled  l,his  system  of  vassalage^ 
Slaves  could  not  now  breath  in  England.  True,  she  giw* 
ciously  permitted  slavery  to  exist  in  her  colonies ;  but  we 
were  not  compelled  to  abide  by  ^  custom  which  she  had 
tolerated.  In  reply  to  his  friend  from  New-York,  Mr.  R* 
observed  that  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  our  statutes 
are  merely  declaratory,  setting  forth  principles  which  ar« 
found  in  the  constitution.  He  wished  gentlemen  to  look 
at  the  preamble  of  the  constitution — there  was  to  be  found 
the  interpretation  of  that  charter  of  our  citizens.  lie 
referred  also  to  the  ^declaration  of  Independence,  as'coft* 
taining  the  prbictpfes  of  this  bill.  Our  constitution  is 
haaed  upon  that  Declaration^  which  is  explicit  upoi^  tlit 
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4^u$i'  ri^ts  of  all  mert .  Out  of  that  sacred  soil,  mii  Mr. 
A.J  oar  coniititiition,andali  our  laws  spring;  and  wecaii^ 
ftot  tear  ap  that  soil  without  defacing  it.  He  inquired^  if 
jpcople  would  confine  themselves  to  paper  e&nstiiutimf — 
if  tbey  would  not  look  abroad  beyond  these  nacrow  coin 
fines  of  right  and  wrong — if  they  would  not  recur  to  firak 
jtrrnciples — ^to  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  Ood — to 
Ae  foundations  of  equity  and  justice.  Before  these  broad 
and  (undanental  principles,  the  laws  ot  men  ought  to 
tanisb  like  a  mist  before  the  beams  of  the  sun.  The  g^n- 
Aiemaa  from  New-York  asks  time  to  reed  the  constitution! 
Will  that  gentleman  acknowledge  that  he  is  not  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  constitution  1  He  was,  however,  willing  to 
•give  time  for  reflection;  but  the  sooner  the  bill  passed,  the 
better  for  the  state.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with  hoping  that 
the  committee  would  pass  the  first  clause  of  the  bill,  and 
Iheu  go  to  dinner.'' 

It  appeared,  from  a  report  of  the  attorney  general,  that 
ka  bad  commenced  a  suit  against  the  vice-president,  in  be- 
half of  the  state,  to  recover  the  balance  due  from  him  aa 
reported  by  the  comptroller. 

On  the  10th  November  Mr.  SkiAner  brought  a  bill  into 
the  senate,  accompanied  with  a  release  of  all  claims  of 
Mr.  Tompkins  against  the  state,  which  bill  declared  the 
acceptance,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  of  the  release,  and 
directpil  the  comptroller  to  cause  it  to  be  filed  and  there- 
upon to  balance  his  accounts. 

This  bill,  after  some  feeble  opposition,  rather  to  the 
haste  with  which  ac'ion  on  the  bill  was  pressetl,  than  toita 
principles,  passed  both  houses  and  became  a  law.  Thus 
this  question,  which  had  produced  so  much  discussion  in 
the  legislature,,  and  controversy  among  the  people,  waa 
feiaMy  put  at  rest.  • 

The  great  and  absorbing  question  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  legislature,  and  the  public  generally,  du* 
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BBg  this  aegsioB,  was  the  call  of  a  eontrention  to  amen^ 
tbft  constituticNi.  The  democratic  party  now  beki  a  majcf- 
aity  in  both  branebes  of  the  legislature,  and  judging  frooi 
4he  ratumft  o£meoibeni  of  asaembty  at  the  spring  electioaa^ 
wd  fton  mole  lectftt  deoiionstrationf  of  publio  opinion  in 
Tarious  parts  of  the  ^tate,  no  discreet  mian  could  (iDobt  bvl 
Itety^if  a  CQHKention^  should  be  authorised,  a  large  majo- 
litgr.of  the  delegaica  would  be  republican.  They^  Ifaere-^ 
J(HWi  .wisely  detennined  to  dq  what  I  pressed  upon  the 
C^intonianft  to  do,  in  181&  and  1819,  which  was,>to  get  up 
a  cqinTeatioiii  while  they  had  the  power  of  eontroUing  iti 
It  was  one  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  maipms,  that  that  wbidi 
ought  to  be  done  should  b&done  quickly^ — A  sound  max- 
im,  applicable  to  most  of  the  coneenis  of  human  Itfti; 
Much  ^tufijf  be  lost,  and  seldom  €uiy  thing  can  begiiined  h^ 
delay. 

That  part  of  the  governor's  speech  pertaining  tpa  ecM^ 
weniipn  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  Mr*  ¥1* 
riioeffer.was  chairman.  The  committee,  witli  great  promp*> 
titttde,  r^cported  a  bill  for  the  call  of  a  cwiirentton  ^with 
imlimit^d  powers,  whose  doings  were  to  be  submitted'  to 
the  people,  asd  confirmed  or  rejected,  as  they  shooU  think 
pfoppr. 

This  billcameup  for  diaoussion,  in  the  assembly, on  ih« 
16th  November.  All  the  members  professed  to  be  in  Ae 
lor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  the  first  clause  of  it 
passed  unanimously;  but  they  differed  in  relation  to  the 
driail%  and  the  pvc^r  time  for  considering  it.  TheOiin- 
tonians  wished  to.  postpone  action  (^  the  question  until 
the  regular  session  in  the  winter;  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Spencer, 
from  Ontario,  eootemled  that  the  counties  ought  to  be 
rrpresentetl  ito  a  ratio  proportioned  to  the  present  number 
of  inhabitants,  which  might  be  done  if  action  on  the  sub*- 
ject  should  be  put  off  till  the  next  winter,  because  the  re- 
turns of  the  United  States  census,  then  being  taken,  would' 
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ha  before  Ikem  in  F^brirary.  He  showed  ihat  tome  of  the 
western  oounties  would  then  be  entitled  to  nesrly  double 
their  present  representation.  Mr.  Ford  signed  thst  tht 
question  whether  there  should  or  should  not  be  a  conye»- 
tion  with. unlimited  powers,  ought  first  to  be  submitted  to 
the  people. 

It  is  due  to  ctndosand  truth  to  state,  that  the  ClinU>- 
oians,  as  a  party,  were,  notwithstanding  their  vote  on  the 
first  clause  ol  the  bill,  opposed  to  any  convention  wtdl 
unlimited  powers.  They  believed  that  the  action  of  tbi^ 
oonveation  would  be  exclusively  controlled  by  the  repub* 
lican  party,  and  they  feared  that  would  be  done,  wiiich 
eventually  was  done,  namely,  that  the  judiciary  system 
would  be  abolished  and  a  new  one  established,  by  which 
the  judges  and  chancellor  would  be,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  coin  a  word,  consiiiuii0nixed  out  of  oflSce.  Notwith- 
standing the  legal  learning  and  talents,  and  integrity  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  much  of  popular  preju* 
diee  had  accumulated  against  them,  principally,  if  not 
aololy,  in  consequence  of  their  interference  with  political 
concerns;  and,  as  the  judges  belonged  to  different  partieO| 
oitiaens,  who  were  members  of  each  party,  bad  felt  dissat- 
isfied with  such  occasional  interference.  There  were,  toO| 
a  great,  number  .of  ambitious  young  lawyers  in  the  state 
who  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  who,  it  may  fefrly  bo 
presumed,  had  their  eyes  upon  some  of  the  great  offices 
then  secured  to  the  incumbents  by  the  constitution,  anik 
who  did  not  foil  to  encourage  those  jealousies  ami  fan  the 
eil&beni  of  animosity  against  the  judges  and  chancellor. 
Of  all  this  the  Clintonians  in  the  assembly  were  AiUy 
aware,  aad  they  therefore  made  use  of  every  effort  to  pre* 
vent  an  immediate  call  of  a  convention.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  evident  that  the  leading 
republicans  would  not  have  consented  to  the  proposed 
convention  hsd  not  Mr.  Clinton  been  re^^lected,  and  had 
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they  not  entertaiaed  a  well  founded  belief  that  thej  could 
control  the  essential  action  of  a  convention  when  formed. 
i  make  this  assertion  from  mj  knowledge  of  the  meO| 
and  from  the  fact  that  until  the  present  session  they 
apparently,  by  a  tacit  understanding  among  themselvesi 
disagreed  as  to  the  details  of  a  bill  for  the  organization 
of  a  convention.  In  justice  to  Gen.  Root,  however^  I 
ought  to  remark  that  his  action  on  that  question  for  three 
successive  sessions  was  perfectly  uniform  and  consistfiit; 
but  the  chairman  of  the  committee  Mr.  Ulshoefferi  had  thf 
session  next  preceding  the  present,  contended  that  the 
question  of  convention  or  no  convention  ought  first  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people,  and  had  himself  offered  the  very 
amendment  to  the  bill  then  under  consideration,  now  pro- 
posed and  advocated  by  Mr.  Ford,  and  which  Mr.  Ul* 
thoeffer  now  vehemently  opposed. 

All  attempts  to  postpone,  or  alter  the  material  features 
of  the  bill,  by  the  minority,  both  in  the  senate  and  assem- 
bly, finally  failed,  and  it  passed  both  houses  on  the  eigli-> 
teenlh  of  November. 

In  the  council  of  revision,  the  bill  was  considered  on 
the  20th  of  November.  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness  and  Mr. 
Justice  Piatt,  were  both  at  that  time  absent,  holding  cir- 
cuit courts.  There  is,  in  my  mind,  little  doubt  that  it  had 
been  pre-determined  by  a  majority  of  the  council  to  veto 
the  bill;  and  it  was  supposed  that  all  the  members  of  that 
body,  except  Judge  Yates,  would  concur  in  such  vote. 
None  of  the  members  felt  a  deeper  interest  than  Judges 
Van  Ness  and  Piatt  in  preventing  a  cqpvention,  but  they 
probably  were  desirous  of  avoiding  any  direct  personal 
action  on  the  question,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
the  arrangement,  which  at  this  moment  called  them  in  the 
discharge*  of  their  official  duties  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, may  have  been  made  at  their  instance. 

35 
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Iha^much  as  the  governor's  political  existence  dependcfA 
oh  the  popular  will,  and  it  was  pretty  well  known  that  ii 
Anniense  ittajority  of  the  people  were  for  k  conventtoni 
dther  With  or  without  limited  powet^,  and  more  especiallj^ 
Its  the  governor  wfls  committed  in  Avdr  of  a  convipntliiA 
UMi  unlimited  powers,  both  he  and  his  friends  were  deA- 
Irons  that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  vote  on  the  hil^ 
tt)d  at  ainy  r^itie  that  he  should  not  vote  against  it. 

The  meiliberd  of  the  coundl  who  were  presisftt  i( 
(file  time  the  convention  bill  was  considered,  were  GoV: 
Clbton,  Chancellor  Kent,  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  Ju^ 
l^tes  and  Jud^e  Woodworth. 

The  Chancellor  was  called  on  for  his  opinion',  and  dDe^ 
(A^Yed  it  agdnst  the  bill,  and  the  Chief  Justice  concurt^ 
"ttrlth  hitn.  Judge  Tates  voted  in  favor  of  it;  but  wheil 
Judge  Woodworth  was  called  on,  who  all  supposed  woutt 
Tote  against  the  bill,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  the 
chancellor  and  chief  justice,  as  well  as  the  extreme  em- 
barrassment of  the  governor,  he  voted  in  favor  of  it 
This  produced  a  tie  in  the  council  and  compelled  the 
governor  to  give  a  casting  vote.  He  did  so,  and  the  bill 
was  rejected. 

The  propriety  of  passing  the  convention  bill  did,  be^ 
yond  all  doubt,  present  a  question  upon  which  inteTligettt| 
honest  and  patriotic  men  might  diilRer;  and  one  can  hardly 
perceive  why  Judge  Woodworth  should  have  been  con-^ 
demned  as  sLc^ting  from  improper  motives  when  he  votedf 
in  fkvor  of  it.  His  conduct  neverthelcte  was'animadverted 
npon  with  great  severity,  and  the  purity  df  his  moHvefe 
impeached. 

The  reasons  of  this  attack  upon  the  Judge  weire,  th^t  h« 
had  but  a  short  time  before  claimed  to  be  a  prominenf 
member  of  the  Clintonian  party;  that  he  had  s6liclted  ha 
appointment  as  judge,  upon  the  ground  that  he'  was  thi^ 
political  friend  of  the  governor;  that  his  claim  bad  been 
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ilfow^  bj  the  governor  and  council  6f  Appointtneirt|  in 
preference  toother  candidktedy  admittled  to  possess  higH 
iUndlng  as  lawyersi  and  a  high  g^de  of  talent;  Ihat  tUk 
passage  of  a  eoiiventian  bill  at  that  time  had  become  a 
party  question,  ahd  that  Judge  WoodWorlh^  ougfat<  not 
ttt'  such  a  juncture  to  have  abandoned  Ma  political  frieiidll^ 
through  ^ose  power  and  influence  he  had  recehred^a 
It^h  sivl  ittpoirtant  office  from  which  he  could  liot  be 
i^mdved. 

Another  imputation  was  madfe  against  Jta:dge  Wood^ 
Worth,  which  if  unjust  was  extremely  cruel: 

Judge  Woodworth  had'been  sued  in  the  supreme  comrt'ii 
'endorser  of  a  promissory  note  for  seTet^l  tHousimd  dbllm^ 
ibr  J^mes  Kane,  for  whose  benefit  the  note  was  endortM} 
vnd"  who  had  become  int^oWent.  He  set  up  in  his  diifemx 
tiiat  the  body  of  the  notd  had  been  materially  altered  sifM 
fte  indorsed  it.  The  supreme  court  gave  judgmeltiifgidnil 
the  Judge;  and  he  hiid  brought  iVom  that  judgmeirt,  errofr 
tb  the  court  for  correction  of  errors;  which  maftei^  wot 
flien  pending  before  the  court  of  errors.  It  was  alleged 
In  private  circles  and  publidy  talked  of,  that  Judge  Wood^ 
Worth  was  induced  to  gire  the  vote  above  referred  td  ia 
Uie  council  of  revision,  in  the  hope,  or  in-  accordance 
with  li  secret  understttnding  with  the  party  in  die  majority 
in  the  senate,  that  that  majority  would  decide  that  Hit 
judgment  rendered  against  him  by  the  supreme  eouH 
should  be  reversed. 

Biefore  I  go  ftirther  I  may  perhaps  as  well  lAafte  tblat  tba 
4!attile  came  on  for  argument  in  the  coUrt  of  errors,  in  March^ 
i82L  The  report  of  the  case  will  be  found  in  19  John.  891} 
Woodworth  vs.  Bank  of  America.  The  cause  was  argudi 
ty  Talcott  and  Van  Buren  for  (he  plaintiff  in  error,  and 
Hoffman  and  Henry  for  the  defendants.  The  opinion  of  thii 
ihajertty  of  the  court  was  delivered  by  senator  Skinmt 
ib^vor  of'  reversing  the  judgment,ftnA  with  hito  seteo^ 
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IceB  senators  concurred.    Tbe  chaiicellor  dclirered  u 
opinion  in  favor  of  affinning  the  jadgment|  and  with  him 
nine  senators  concurred.     Every  senator  who  was  for 
aflkming  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  were  Clinto- 
nianS)  and  every  one  who  voted  for  reversing,  were  political 
opponents  to  the  governor.*  This  circumstance  gave  color 
to  the  allegation  that  the  judge,  in  giving  his  vote  as  a 
member  of  the  council  of  revision,  was  governed  by  im- 
proper motives.    I  was  not  present  during  the  whole  of 
the  argument,  and  therefore,  accordmg  to  established 
usage,  did  not  vote  on  the  question.    It  is  however,  per- 
haps due,  in  frankness  and  candor,  to  Judge  Woodworth 
and  the  party  in  the  majority,  tQ  state  that  at  that  time  I 
expressed  an  opinion,  and  baye  ^ver  since  retained  it,  that 
Judge 'Wood  worth's  defence  was  a  good  and  valid  one, 
and  that  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  was  wrong. 
Tbe  note,  when  endorsed  by  Woodworth,  was  not  made 
payable  at  any  particular  place.    Jlfter  he  endorsed  it 
Mr.  Kane  added  on  the  margin  of  the  note  the  words 
^^ payable  at  the  Bank  of  America."    Before  those  words 
were  added,  tbe  endorser  could  not  be  made  liable  unless 
a  demand  had  been  made  of  the  maker  personally,  or  at 
his  usual  place  of  residence.    By  adding  those  words,  (if, 
fs  the  supreme  court  aMumed,  they  made  a  part  of  the 
90te,)  the  liability  of  the  endorser  was  increased,  or  rather 
the  condition  on  which  the  endorser  might  become  liable 
was  altered;  for  he  then  became  chargable  with  the  debt 
by  a  demand  of  payment  of  the  note  at  the  Bank  of  Ame- 
rica, and  notice  to  the  endorser  of  non-payment     This,  I 
then  thought,  and  so  informed  my  friends,  and  I  now 
think,  was  such  an  alteration  of  the  note  and  of  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  the  endorser  became  liable,  as,  (being 
done  without  his  consent,)  exonerated  him.     But  I  do  not 
mean  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question.    I  may  be 
wpopig  and  when  such  dtstbguisbed  jurists  as  Chancellor 
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Kent|  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  and  Judges  Van  Ness  and 
Piatt  entertain  a  contrary  opinion,  I  certainly  have  good 
reasons  to  doubt  the  soundness  of  my  own  opinion. 

Is  it  necessary  to  impute  improper  motives  to  Judge 
Woodworth  for  his  vote  on  the  convention  bill  1 

It  surely  does  not  follow  that  because  he  believed  De 
Witt  CKnton  a  more  suitable  man  for  governor  than  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins,  he  was  bonnd  to  be  of  opinion  that  a 
bill  for  calling  a  convention,  which  had  passed  the  two 
houses  of  the  legislature,  would  be  pernicious  if  it  became 
t  law.  Were  the  two  questions,  on  their  merits,  at  all 
connected  1  Gov.  Clinton  himself  had  recommended  the 
very  measure  which  the  bill  before  the  council  provided 
for  carrying  into  effect.  True,  he  had  advised  that  the 
question  whether  a  convention  should  or  should  not  be 
called,  ought  first  to  be  submitted  to  the  people.  But  the 
question  had  been  several  years  before  the  New-York 
public;  scarcely  a  word  had  been  uttered  from  any  quar- 
ter against  the  measure;  the  governor,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  had  recommended  it;  and,  within  a  few  days,  the 
members  of  the  assembly,  consisting  of  federalists,  Clinto- 
iiians  and  Bucktails  fresh  from  the  people,  had  unanir 
mouily  recorded  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
die  biH.  Why,  then,  should  Judge  Woodworth  be 
diarged  with  being  governed  by  corrupt  motives  in  yield- 
ing his  assent  to  it  1 

•  The  case  of  Judge  Woodworth  was,  in  my  judgment, 
very  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Childs,  Oen.  Mooers,  or 
Mr.  Evans.  They  were  elected  by  the  Clintonians,  and 
unmedtately  combined  with  those  who  opposed  their  elec- 
tion to  exclude  the  party,  to  whom  they  owed  their  elec- 
tion, from  all  governmental  patronage.  Mr.  Woodworth 
^tiffered  with  his  political  fciends,  not  about  the  principle, 
but  the  details  of  a  proposed  law. 
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The  objections  of  the  council  of  reyielon  were  ^rMvm 
bj  Chancellor  Kent,  ivith  bx»  uiiual  ..a^biUQr.  Even  Ihtt 
oouncil  admitted  that  the  conatitution  oiigkt  to  be.reviaM^ 
apd  therc^orei  of  course,  did  not  contend  against  lihe  prm- 
dple  of  the  biU;  but  thc^. alleged, £rat*^^ajt  Ae  legistt^ 
taie  Imd  no  constitutioAal  laurM^ocity  .tocfeatea  con«i$ntion 
with  .unlimited  .pover,,stten  to  propose  amendmenbi  to-tlya^ 
ooBstitution.  Second-r-thal^  if  they  h«d  aoob  fiOfWUf  th« 
bill  ought  to  ha,Te  rciq^ured  .the  conviction  4o  imbmU  tfa«|r' 
aniendments  sepasately  t#  the  ^peoplc^and  not  Higmsi^; 
and  the  council  argned  wiUi.|^eat  fofoe>  that  if  tbe  pa(!»|da 
were  competent  to  decide  on  the  aniieodmepts  when  ta)ie^ 
all  together!  they  were  most  assuredly  competent  to  4a^ 
cide  on  each  separate  amendment.  In  other  words,  if 
they  were  capable  of  deciding  on  (he  whole  of  an  install- 
ment, they  were  capable  of  deciding  on  aU  it|ie  jiatts  qf 
which  that  instrument  was  composed* 

On  Monday  evening,  the  SQth  November,  the  bill  was 
returned  to  the  assembly  by  the  council  pf  xeviaioii,  with 
their  objections.  Much  agi^ition  and  eiccitement  j>sevai}ed 
in  .the  house  upon  the  occasion.  ,Mr.  Ulsbo€4kr,«how€^v«^ 
a|ker  a  very  decent,  and  considering  the  fedin^  ?9rbiah 
t}ien  prevailed,  moderate  address,  moved  that  ihe  biHI^  tp^ 
gather  with  the  reasons  asaigned  by  tb^  counail  of  .sevisioi 
against  its  becoming  a  .law,  .be  laid  on  the  tables  4md  ^tha 
house  unanimously  sustained  the  motion* 

This  movement  of  the  council  produced  consequeneca 
directly  dUferent  from  whait  were  ilktended.  Xba  'iphjeat 
was  to  preserve  the  supreme  const,  apd  it  acceleiiaiad  ifp 
destruction.  The  chancellor  -imd  judges  w^re  chaisad 
with  exercising  an  almost  avbitiary  pow^,  mth  wbi^,  ^. 
the  old  constitqlion,  they  wese  invi^sted,  to  defeat  4be  4^ 
clar^d  will  of  Ihc/people.  It  did  not  require  any  apec^dt 
gift  of  prophecy  to  predict  what  would  be  the  reftuU  of  # 
oontest,  in  a  free  country,  between  four  m&k  on  the  one 
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IK^raneiil.of  tbe.MpemUy  a  meetii^  was  M4  at  S|j^ 
Mi^s  Mmma  Hoiiae^  of  the  ^i^mbera  Qf  tik»  l^latfUf 
«ppQBB^  4o  itbe40baU8  of  ,Uia  oc^Tentkni  biU|  altti^^gli  | 
Windt  junwBa  tb«t  any  of  4ha  jCHoitooiaigi  a^natora  attendfii 
jfiD.thaijMcJMioQ^ftt  whick  a  cqaumltee^coiuiiating  Qf  Jpht 
€.  .Speacar,  Samuel  M*  Sopkii^S)  K^rnan  Gansayopnty 
Bowjaad  iFiah  aad  Myron  HoUej,  ufara  appoio^cl)  aaii 
^glio<addaflBad  Ibor  oopatitaeals  an  tiia  ambjact  of  tb^htfl 
m^iA  ted  baao  Totoed  by  tbe  cqudciI  of  leviaiop*  Thf 
•ddraaa  wasdrawii) as  I  preanma,  by  )Ar.  John  C. .^ptar 
«ar;  it  evittoed  gceat  ability,  and  among  otbar  thuiga» 
l^ied  out  clearly  and  forcibly  tbe  in^vality  of  r^ya^* 
sentatioii  in  tbe  conTention  proposed  by  tbe  bill;  but  tha 
Mrra ot  in  iavor  of  a  convention  was  too  atropg  to  ba 
cheeked  in  ita  progress,  Tbe  public  mind  had,  by  thia 
tuna,  seoeivied  an  impression  that  Mr.  ^^enofsr,  and  tboaa 
•cting  vith  Ittm,  were,  at  heart,  opposed  to  iany  poaiviaair 
Imw  whioh  dhould  ba  raated  with  powers  adequate  to  wlia^ 
it  waa  deemed  the  amargeney  required,  and  tbe  demooval* 
10  party  were  not  then  in  a  humor  to  listen  to  any  raaaiw- 
ailg  coming  from  a  source  so  suspicions. 

Congress  assembled  in  December,  md  Mr.  Ok^,  who 
luid  lor  many  sessions  been  speaker  of  the  house  of  repro^ 
sentatives,  resigned  his  office,  and  hb  seat  as  a  member  al 
eongreas. 

Mr,  John  W,  Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  am  old  and  seapMla* 
Me  member  of  &at  body,  was  proposed  by  the  aaembeni 
lk>m  the  northern  and  middle  states  as  a  suitable  person 
#Br  <htt  successor.  The  southern  members  were  divided. 
€ome  wwe  for  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia^  and  some  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  of  South-Carolina*  Mr.  Taylor  was  eventually 
elected  by  a  small  majority.  The  contest  seemed  to  be 
aalher  a  aeational  one,  and  particularly  between  the  slave 
;  and  non  dave  holding  states,  except  as  respected 
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flie  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  the  stale  of  New-Yoric» 
The  members  belonging  to  that  partj,  from  this  statei 
generally  voted  against  him.  Nothing  exhibtte  more  di** 
tinetly  the  proscriptive  spirit  of  party  than  this  oppositioii 
of  the  New-York  members  to  Mr.  Taylor.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  our  legislature  in  1812,  and  had  stood  firm 
against  the  corrupt  efibrts  of  the  applicants  for  a  charter 
to  the  Bank  of  America.  He  had,  on  all  occasions,  as  a 
member  of  the  assembly,  faithfully  sustained  the  republi* 
can  interest  in  the  state.  In  1813  he  entered  congress,  al 
which  time  he  withdrew  himself  from  the  local  contests 
which  prevailed  here,  and  in  the  national  legislature  unt* 
formly  supported  the  democratic  party,  and  particularly 
the  measures  of  the  administration  during  the  war. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the 
time  bei^,  as  every  one  knows,  holds  a  powerful  influ- 
ence in  the  action  of  that  controlling  branch  of  our  na* 
tional  legislature,  ^and  gives  a  very  great  impetus  to  the 
political  power  of  the  state  of  which  he  is  an  inbabitai^. 
But  Mr.  Taylor  had  declined  to  make  war  upon  Oov.  Clin- 
ton, and  his  colleagues  who  had  opposed  Clinton's  re-elec- 
tion, utterly  regardless  of  the  consideration  I  have  just 
stated,  sealously  resisted  his  election,  solely  and  ezclu* 
sively  on  the  ground  that  he  had  voted  for  Mr.  Clinton  as 
governor* 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  senate,  on  the  164h  No- 
vember, passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the  governor  for 
fttch  information  as  he  possessed  relative  to  the  ioterfe 
rence  of  the  general  government,  or  its  officers,  as  M 
organized  and  disciplined  corps,  in  our  elections.  To  this 
the  governor,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  inst.,  sent  the 
following  reply: — 

«  TO  THE  SENATE." 

^  Gentlemen — Fully  appreciating  the  patriotic  solicH 
tade  of  the  senate  to  prevent  ali  unwarrantable  intniaioM 
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in  the  political  affairs  of  the  state,  I  have  receired  their 
application  for  information  on  this  subject  with  great 
pleasure,  and  I  shall,  in  due  time,  make  them  a  communi- 
cation, which,  I  trust,  will  be  satisfactory  in  its  nature  and 
salutary  in  its  tendency. 

DE  WITT  CLINTOK^' 
In  the  speech  of  the  governor  he  did  not  affirm,  although 
he  clearly  intimated,  that  the  officers  of  the  national  go- 
vernment had^interfered  in  the  late  election,  and  he  then 
states  hypothetically,  that,  ^^  ifj  as  an  organized  corfs^^ 
they  shall  so  interfere,  he  trusted  that  there  would  be 
found  a  becoming  disposition  in  the  people  to  resist  such 
alarming  attempts.  He  undoubtedly  considered,  and  it 
strikes  me  he  had  a  right  so  to  consider,  the  suggestion  as 
a  mere  opinion  founded  upon  what  he  supposed  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  evinced  to  be  their  general  policy — an 
opinion  which  any  one  had  a  right  to  controvert  and  show 
to  be  erroneous.  He  did  not  mean  it  as  ah  affirmation, 
the  proof  of  which  he  could  in  fairness  be  called  on  to 
produce  by  documentary  evidence.  The  senate,  however, 
chose  to  claim  that  he  had  taken  the  latter  ground.  They 
probably  did  not  imagine  he  would  have  replied  at  all  to 
the  resolution,  and  in  that  case  they  meant  to  assert  that 
he  had  put  forth  a  false  accusation  against  the  national 
government.  The  senate,  in  acting  upon  the  supposition 
that  Mr.  Clinton  would  evade  a  contest,  entirely  mistook 
their  man.  No  point  is  more  prominent  in  Mr.  Clinton's 
character,  than  a  constant  readiness  for  combat  with  a  po- 
litical opponent.  The  bitter  irony  contained  in  the  answer, 
and  the  menacing  attitude  assumed  by  the  governor  in 
respect  to  the  majority  of  the  senate,  extremely  annoyed 
them.  In  order  to  carry  on  the  war  on  their  part,  they, 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th  November,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution  ^*- 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Skinner^  this  message  was  direct- 
ed to  be  returned  to  the  governor;  seventeen  senators 
voting  in  favor  of  it.  The  legislature  on  the  same  day^ 
and  indeeed  in  a  few  moments  aAerwards,  adjourned  until 
the  next  January.  On  account  of  the  collisions  between 
the  two  houses  and  the  council  of  revision^  with  respect 
to  the  convention  bill}  and  especially  on  account  of  the 
proceedings  I  have  last  related;  the  parties  separated  in 
ill  humor,  and  with  bad  feelings  towards  each  other.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  ceased  to  be 
a  member  of  the  senate,  notwithstanding  he  was  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  the  democratic  party;  his  bland 
and  conciliatory  manner,  his  caution  and  his  aversion  to 
personal  controversies  would  have  greatly  assuaged  if  not 
prevented  the  violent  personal  animosities  which  were  ex- 
cited during  this  short  session. 

While  I  entirely  disapprove  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
senate  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  governor's  speech 
which  protested  against  the  interference  of  the  agents  of 
the  national  government  in  our  state  elections,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  say,  that  I  think  the  intimation  was,  to  say  the 
least,  impolitic  on  his  part. 

He  must  have  known,  that  there  was  not  at  that  time 
the  least  inclination  among  the  people  of  this,  or  any 
ether  state  in  the  union  to  oppose  the  administration  of 
Mr*  Monroe.  He  had  been  very  tolerant  towards  the 
federalists,  and  that  party  felt  no  disposition  to  wage  a 
hopeless  warfare  against  him.  Our  foreign  relations  were 
prosperous,  and  our  commerce  was  in  a  flourishing  coudi- 
tion.  There  was  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
measures  of  the  general  government,  and  although,  many 
ardent  democratic  politicians  were  not  well  pleased  with, 
the  president;  yet,"^  they  did  not  choose  publicly  to  de- 
nounce him.  He  was  not  a  man  of  vigorous  intellect,  but 
ke  was  discreet  and   prudent.     It  was  owing  to  his  d'uh 
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eietion,  and  to  the  unusual  political  calm  which  prevailed 
during  the  eight  years  in  which  he  presided,  that  no  pre- 
sidenty  with  the  exception  of  Gen.  Washington,  ever  sailed 
so  smoothly  through  two  presidential  terms  iis  he  did. 
He  had  no  warm  friends,  or  open  enemies*  He  was 
in  1820,  re-elected  without  opposition.  What  could  Mr, 
Clinton  hope  to  gain  by  attacking  such  an  administra- 
tion? 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1821,  the  legislature  again  met^ 
and  on  the  seventeenth  of  the  same  month  the  governor 
sent  to  the  assembly  a  message,  accompanied  with  a  great 
number  of  affidavits,  certificates  and  letters,  showing  the 
interference  of  national  officers,  and  in  some  instances 
very  strong  presumptive  proof  that  the  patronage  of  the 
general  government  had  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging opposition  to  his  re-election.  The  documents 
were  very  voluminous  and  were  sent  to  the  assembly  in 
a  bag,  for  the  purpose  of  more  conveniently  transporting 
the  papers.  Hence  the  message  received  the  name  of 
The  Grken  Bag  Message. 

Among  a  variety  of  other  matters,  it  appeared  that  Coh 
John  P.  Decatur,  naval  store  keeper  at  Brooklyn,  and 
some  other  United  States  officers,  had  made  great  efforts  at 
the  late  election  to  defeat  the  Clintonian  ticket  in  the 
county  of  Kings,  and  that  other  United  States  officers 
had  been  very  active  in  various  parts  of  the  state* 

Among  the  documents  contained  in  the  green  bag,  was 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Henry  Meigs,  then  a 
member  of  congress  from  the  city  of  New- York,  recom- 
mending by  name  the  removal  of  several  Clintonian  depu- 
ty post  masters,  and  the  appointment  of  men  of  opposite 
political  sentiments  in  their  places.  The  letter  was  evi- 
dently written  in  great  haste.  He  says,  ^^  unless  we  can 
alarm  them'^  (the  Clintonians,)  ^^  by  two  or  three  prompt 
removals,  there  is  no  limiting  the  injurious  consequences 
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that  may  result  from  it.''  He  adds,  ^  It  any  thins  '^ 
donei  let  it  be  done  quickly."  He  does  not  charge  the 
faieumbents  with  any  misconduct.  Two  of  the  four  post 
masters  whose  removal  he  advisei)^  were  instantly  dift> 
placed.  This  letter  was  dated  the  4tb  of  April,  1820.  U 
was  at  the  time  of  its  publication,  and  has  since  been  a 
subject  of  considerable  animadversion,  much  more  in  mj 
jjudgment  that  it  deserved.  Afr.  Van  Buren  did  no  more 
than  other  party  men,  from  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment, had  done  before  him.  He  recommended  the  removal 
of  his  enemies  and  the  appointment  of  his  friends.  The 
error  was  in  the  practice  which  had  been  tolerated  by  all 
descriptions  of  of  men  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer  themselves  had  frequent- 
]y  exerted  their  influence  with  those  who  administered  the 
national  government,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  did  his  on  the  present  occasion.  The  green  bag  mes- 
sage and  documents  were  referred  to  a  joint  committee  of 
the  two  houses. 

Immediately  after  the  legislature  had  organized,  the 
committee  of  the  assembly,  to  whom  the  objections  of  the 
council  of  revision  to  the  convention  bill  had  been  referredj 
made  a  long  and  laborious  report.  The  report  criticised 
with  great  severity  the  objections  of  the  couo«:il,  animad- 
verted upon  the  conduct  of  some  its  members,  and  hardly 
abstained  from  impugning  their  motives.  The  rejected 
bill,  together  with  the  objections  of  the  council  of  revi- 
sion, and  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  were  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  I  be 
lieve,  on  the  second  or  third  day,  Mr.  John  C.  Spcr.rer 
asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  a  convention 
to  amend  the  constitution.  The  principal  features  in  this 
bill,  which  difftrred  from  that  which  had  been  rejected  bj 
the  council  were. 
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First.  It  proTided  that  the  people  at  the  next  annilltl 
election  should  vote  on  the  question  for  or  against  a  con- 
rention. 

Second;  ^nat  if  a  majority  of  the  electbi'd  should  votn 
Ifbr  ft  cSonvetttiony  the  governor  should  issue  a  procrama- 
tibn  annbuncing  th^  ikct,  and  thereupon  in  the  mohth  of 
hht  MhWitf^^  dteleg^tes  shotild  be  chosen  frdm  the  several 
eountieb  who  should  coihpose  the  cohvention. 

Third.  Tbttt  the  nunrber  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by 
tech  county  Whodd  be  in  proportion  to  th6  population, 
to  be  ciEiicertaitred  hf  the  census  then  lately  taken. 

Fotirth.  That  the  amendments  recommended  by  the  con- 
tention should  be  separate  and  distinct,  and  severally  sub- 
initted  to  the  people,  and  be  respectively  conJRrmed  o^ 
iPejected,  as  a  majority  of  the  people  should  decide  by 
(heir  votes. 

This  projeict,  which  seems  to  be  a  reasonable  one,  and 
^ould  probably  have  been  adopted  had  it  been  proposed  be- 
fore the  minds  ofmen  became  highly  excited  and  exasper- 
irled',  was  not  listened  to  by  the  majority.  Indeed,  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  containing  this  scheme,  was  refused  to  Mr. 
S.  upon'  the  plea  that  the  bill  then  before  the  house  ought 
first  ^o  be  disposed  of. 

A  long  and  excPting  debate  followed  on  the  orignal  bill, 
dtid  the  objections  of  the  council  of  revision,  without 
coming  to  any  decision;  but  after  many  days,  the  ques- 
fion  was  finally  taken  upon  the  bill;  and  it  was  lost, more 
than  one-third  of  the  members  voting  against  it.  The 
Committee  on  the  subject  were  then  directed  to  bring  in  a 
new  bill,  which  they  accordingly  did;  but  it  was  in  sub- 
stance the  same  ais  the  bill  which  had  been  rejected.  Af- 
ter this  second  bill  had  been  discussed  for  some  time,  Mr. 
Burt  ofTere*!  an  amemlment  to  it  which  obviated  the  prin- 
cipal objection  of  the  coUncil.  By  this  amendment,  the 
question   of  convention  or  nb  convention  was  to  be  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  people  at  the  next  annual  election.  This 
movement  presented  a  new,  though  perhaps  not  a  very 
unusual  course  of  party  operations. 

The  democratic  party  in  the  legislature  were  determmed 
on  passing  a  convention  bill,  but  they  well  knew  that  no 
such  bill  could  be  passed  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
both  houses,  unless  it  should  be  so  drawn  as  not  to  be 
obnoxious  to  the  views  expressed  by  the  council  of  revi- 
sion; they,  however,,  did  not  wish  to  appear  to  concede 
that  the  ground  taken  by  the  council  was  correct.  On  the 
other  hand,  although  the  Clintonians  professed  a  desire 
for  a  convention,  if  the  consent  of  the  people  could  first 
be  obtained;  their  leaders  at  that  time  really  wished  to 
prevent  a  convention  upon  any  terms.  They  therefore 
were  anxious  that  the  majority  should  hold  the  attitude 
they  had  taken  against  the  principles  put  forth  by  th^ 
council  of  revision.  Mr.  Burt  was  known  to  be  in  full 
confidence  with  the  democratic  leaders  in  the  assemblyi 
and  there  is  not,  in  my  mind,  a  shadow  of  doubt  but  that 
he  brought  forward  this  amendment  after  consultation 
with  them  and  in  accordance  with  their  wishes;  and  yet 
Mr.  Ulshoeffer,  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Remain,  and  I  believe 
every  leading  democrat  in  the  house,  with  the  exception 
of  General  Root,  voted  against  Mr.  Burt's  amendment^ 
and  every  Clintonian,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bough- 
ton  of  Ontario,  voted  for  it.  There  were  for  the  amend- 
ment, eighty-one — against^  it,  twenty-five.  In  this  form 
the  bill  passed  both  houses. 

A  regard  to  truth,compels  me  to  state  one  other  fact.  After 
Mr.  Burt's  amendment  had  been  adopted,  and  while  the  bill 
was  in  the  house  of  assembly,  a  prominent  Clintonian 
member  of  the  assembly  stated  in  the  presence  of  a  Clin- 
tonian senator,  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  the  %*,ouncil 
of  revision  would  reject  the  bill  in  the  form  it  then  was^ 
if  they  could  be  supported  in  the  measure  by  their  friends 
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mik^iefpMllam  in  jwlice  lo  thai  MnHor^  I  miift  te 
aUofDedtO'ittld,  that  he  toM  the  member  that  whaterer 
efthm  miffixt  do,  he  vroukt  not  consent  to  remaX  the  biA  m 
amended  ;  that  be  had  for  many  yean  been  in  favor  of  a 
teviiion  of  the  coostttation  ;  that  the  propoeed  bill  wait,  in 
-Ua  judgment,  aa  onobjectionable  aa  any  bill  ivhich  eouW 
be  devised  that  would  pass  both  houses,  and  if  it  shouU 
ke  rejected  by  the  cooncilf  he  should  stiH  vote  for  it, 
smd  make  what  efforts  he  could,  to  obtain  two^thirdi  •of 
Ihe  legislature  in  its  favor.  If  the  projeet  I  have  mam^ 
lioned,  was  one  seriously  entertained  by  the  assjority 
af  the  oouncil,  of  which  I  have  no  other  evidence  Am 
what  I  have  .stated,  it  was  abandoned ;  for  it  iioaUy  passed 
Aat  body  without  oppoaition* 

Duri^  the  present  aeasion  it  beeaaoe  necessary  to  dent 
•  senator  of  the  United  States,  in  {dace  ef  Mr.  iSanfonft 
whose  term  expred  on  the  fourth  of  March.  Mr.  San^ 
iard  was  a  oaodidate  for  re-electi<m  ;  but  at  a  eaucos  of 
si^Mibiicaii  members  of  the  legiskture,  ^idi  was  rtttendted 
by  eighty-two  members,  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  fifty^ 
aigbt  votea,  and  Mr.  Sanford  but  twenty-four.  Mr.  Van 
fiutea  was,  of  coorse,  declared  regularly  nominated.  This 
flOfttorprising  and  ambitious  man,  having  for  several  years 
constituted  the  active  and  moving  spirit  of  his  party  in 
New-V^oric,  began  now  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  (genera  I 
government  Washington  presented  to  his  restless  and 
active  mind,  a  far  more  extended  theatre  of  action  fliaa 
Albany.  The  vmy  was  open,  and  the  time  was  pax>pitiou8 
for  him  to  lake  the  field  there,  with  a  fair  ptospeel  <i( 
beiQg  ike  gieal  roan  of  the  Empire  State. 

A«  a  naCienal  pobtieian  there  was  no  reason  to  appaa* 

bend  that  Mr.  CEnton  would  be  suataiaed  by  a  anqoiily 

of  the  peo^^of  New-York ;  and  the  pecuniary  embaeraaiH 

Bseats  of  GiOir.  Tompkina^  his  unpaired  bealtli,  kh  hUhm 

m  Hie^ .mcaai  ekictioa  m<  this  state,  and  UsirMfular  hsMal 
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rendered  it  immiUy  certain  thai  he  wodid  retire  fiaooi 
public  life  after  the  term  for  which  he  had  been  elected 
vice-president  should  expire.  Who,  then,  could  stand  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  from  his  own  state  T  It  is  not 
improbable  that  hb,  at  that  early  period,  anticipated  the 
q)fendid  success  which  subsequently  attended  his  career 
as  a  national  politician. 

The  Clintonians,  in  the  legislature,  yoted  for  Mr.  Saft- 
ferd  In  this,  I  then  thought,  and  now  think,  they  were 
wrong.  It  was  not  pretended  that  Mr.  Sanford's  political 
principles  varied  essentially  from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ;  nor 
was  it  claimed  for  him,  that  he  was  personally,  a  man  of 
more  integrity,  while  all  admitted  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
possessed  a  higher  grade  of  talent  What,  then,  was  to 
be  gained  by  voting  for  Mr.  Sanford  t  I  refused  to  do  so  ; 
but  as  my  political  friends  all  made  a  point  of  supporting 
Mr.  S.,  under  an  apprehension  that  my  vote  for  Mr.  Van 
Buren  would  be  regarded  as  an  abandonment  of  them, 
which  I  had  no  intention  of  doing,  I  did  not  vote  at  all  oa 
the  question. 

In  the  senate,  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  seventeen  votes, 
and  Mr.  Sanford  e^ht ;  and  in  the  assembly*  the  vote 
stood  sixty-nine  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  fifty-two  for  Mr, 
Sanford. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Knower  of  Albany,  was  this  winter  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature,  treasurer,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Gerrit 
L.  Dox. 

Mr.  Dox  was  considered  a  little  unstable  and  wavering 
in  his  politics,  while  Mr.  Knower  was  a  decided'  and  ex- 
tremely active  and  influential  politician,  which  prebably 
was  the  principal  reason  of  the  change.  There  were, 
however,  other  and  better  reasons.  Mr.  Knower  had  been 
brought  up  an  apprentice  to  the  hatting  business,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  while  he  was  yet  a  young  man  had  estab- 
lished himself  in  Albany  as  a  hatter.     By  his  indostcy 
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tdd  pcnofld  laoor,  lio  bad  aequired  ooMd^rabio  wealth, 
and  by  his  integrity  and  fair  dealii^)  had  gained  (he  ooofi* 
deoce  of  aU  who  knew  him.  He  was  one  of  nature's 
great  men,  and  an  honorable  specimen  of  what  a  laboring 
American  mechanic,  favored  with  Tigorous  intellectual 
powers  may  become.  Though  asealons  in  his  political 
princqilei^  he  was  fraidL,  candid,  and  liberal ;  and,  though 
im  ardent  partisan,  he  was  kind  and  benevolent. 

The  successful  prosecutionof  the  construction,  and  early 
fM>mpletion  of  the  canals,  required  the  appointment  of  an 
Other  acting  commissioner  ;  and  provisions  for  that  pur** 
pose  were  accordingly  made  by  the  legislatuie. 

The  office  of  canal  commissioner  had  now  beoome  a 
great  state  office.  Much  depended  on  the  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  these  officers  discharged  their  duty ; 
and  the  immense  amount  of  oKinies  which  passed  through 
their,  hands,  and  was  expended  under  their  direction, 
ck)tfaed  them  with  a  patronage  which  put  it  in  their  power 
to  exercise  a  great  political  influence,  especially  in  those 
parts  of  the  state  where  the  canals  were  located. 
;  When  it  was  determined  that  an  additional  commis- 
sioner should  be  created,  a  number  of  respectable  and 
powerful  candidates  for  the  appointment,  from  the  valley 
of  the  Mohawk  and  other  parts  of  the  state,  were  an- 
nounced ;  and  among  the  most  pressing,  were  Gerrit  h. 
Dox,  the  late  treasurer,  and  Moses  Austin,  the  senator 
from  Greene  county.  But  several  of  the  ceqtral  and  int»> 
rior  counties  in  the  state,  and  such  wer^  Sehoharie,  OtsegQ, 
and  Deleware,  claimed  a  right  to  be  represented  in  the 
fcanai  board — a  board  which  had  now  become  one  of  pa> 
mary  importance— and  they,  with  great  unanimity,  ii7»- 
ipective  of  party  considerations,  recommended  Wiluam 
C*  BoiJCK,  a  senator  from  the  county  of  Schoharie.  He 
was,  however,  afterwards  regularly  nominated  at  a  demiv 
jsratic'  I.egislati?e  caucus»  and  sabseq»eatly  Appoiated.hgr 
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ndmiy  the  iniuHnauf  nomiuatiiNi  ef  boHi  Hmmm  of  tim 
l^gtMatiire.  is  #16  flB&lvtd)  the  ^M>te  for  Mm  wai  <|Hi«ft 
tiMtfimoot,  nvMilheexeeptionof  Mr.  RoeeerafeMz,  ftiiM|pMi^ 
iMe  end  worthy  feoator,  of  &mmm  deMeM^  frMi  Ifeiti. 
*lh^  dMMy,  who,  with  ti^ie  Dufeh  obBtiMcyv  dMbuedUe 
would  »<  nm>dt  v»te  f&t  a  ftMtMZ'* 

Mr.  Boock  WHS  a  tel^niade  ihak^;  tkic  his  Hati^iqg*- 
chy  and  shroWdHMs^  his  gWM  caotioo  mA  prutitetti^  aMi 
Mi^  alfiKMt  itttuitite  knowledge  tX  mM,  had  alteedy  given 
Mn»  an  mUnetice  among  hit  poKti«»ai  friendli  in  the  qearctt- 
Of  the  sUte  in  which  he  resided,  for  which  tteoae  wik>  w«i% 
not  intimatdy  acquainted  with  Mm,  or  weite  not  good 
judges  of  the  human  charaoiev,  knoW  not  how  to  account 
"Wio  BoMi,  howwrep^  esrly  hnew^  itad  properly  mfpmdh 
ItMliiM. 

The  betetftaen  of  Mr.  Booek  wtoi  MoeedKi^ly  judieioon 
Pfti-ftom  disappointii^,  he  etitoeedM  itib  antidpatfons  of 
tftlHelMB.  The  history  of  oar  oattab  wtl(show  tfiat  ha 
leMfemd  flbr^iees  to  theMave  ^  a  eiiaraaier  taigMy  Mp^ 
tant 

Vlfe  JbiM  ctiiMMtaM  €fn  the  Ghm«  Ba^  MosA^ 
talh  Of  Mareh,  made  their  i^jtorl.  Thoyi>roikk)dd  saveril 
1iAljRiV)tainipeachh)|(  the  depoiMc^lis  wiiioh  e^Otopairietf 
tM  ^veiDor^  commutiicairion  j  atMd,  in  thM>  veporti  thef 
ifleik  With  gnMtt  asperity  tf  the  tOOHtb  laken  li^  the  go^ 
1«k«dr,  txA  oOfltelude  by  alliegbig  thaf  lite  exMetaOh  6f  «)f^ 
eiffi^liooiit  lOfloetiM  has  tttv^t  l^n  obaeiivad  in  atoy  o( 
d^efootiOMi.  ft  ik  dfffibalt  to  eoooeii^  how  bowraMh 
Mln  eotekl  brhig  tkemsoHe*  to  tiikke  aadb  a  iaiolaiNMoa  Ml 
iIm  titM  %f  aa  intelligent  eoitimtmitiy,  utee-amtkiMrf  whMi 
iMMi  have  haen  MEisfled  nvat-tt  Was  laoofM^ 

Tba  KoveiMr,  inMstrieoii  Bai  9/bM$ig^  hatf  i  flimaim 
#ia  legMatoie  of  the  rssoluiiali  pasted  by  tfio  twotieasai 
in  Ttoe,  ihht  it  was  kapt^^fm,  f9t  m  ipafsoa  holdtog  m 
^tllB^imtifr^b^f^^gcmmi^^t^  tlMiViritedSiMiat^  tehi^t 


fBimi>^  «>(  #m  state  legislfitur^.  This  w^miiR%  % 
j(Wjl:mi]iM^it<^  nHfNI^^  in  no  iiiewii^4  temyi ;  fN  J^ 
9^  hw  fof^hfi^  M&exw^siBf  the  4dagf^te8  of  tbe  oopiK^AMw, 
1^x1  ihe  peqde  of  the  state,  ncoiporaisd  Uif  untimMP^  9( 
t)iat  reaoltttioo  iii^>  oor  constxttttioDy — ^  hig|i<)'  4M  tt|«^ 
afyi^ov-^  c^  tbe  principle  involy^  iu  i). 

Tbe  legUilalm^.  ^jour^ed  m,  ^e  J«|ti^  ^part  of  tbf  q(iP94,|i 
<^  Marcb. 

For  the  purpoip  of  i^fing,  ip  a  Q0iHWBCta4  fow»  tl^e 
pvocei^iUaga  of  tbe  logia lat^jure,  I  ba^ye  ooiitted  jto  notice  tba 
actioB  of  Ike  pew  coancU  of  apppintniei^t,  vbicbt  it  will 
be  recollected,  coosbted  of  Waiter  Bowse  from  tbe  south* 
em  district)  John  T,  Moore  from  the  laiddle,  Roger  Skin* 
ner  from  the  eastern^  and  David  E^  fivani  from  tbe  wei^t* 
era.  They  were  all  decidedly  hostile  to.  tbe  goFeraor, 
and  Mr.  Skinner  was  said  to  b^,  iiot  of^y  poUtic<^ly,  but 
persostally  nxufneodly  to  bim.  Fnom  tbe  irtwdiog  oS 
Jodge  Skinner,  and  fhm  his  activity  in  ^)  par^  opera- 
tion*, he  waf  apposed  to  bfi^  tbe  effic^t  i^fi  in  ^  coun- 
cil, and  from  <bat  eircumatance  it  acquired  the  naaiie  of 
Sxui|VBa*a  Colgnciu  Jadge  Skipner,  fiKHU  bia  eondiict 
in  this  body^  and  perhaps  from  other  parts  of  bis  political 
0Qndpct,  was  supposed  to  be  natMra|ly  vindictive  and  ma- 
l^ant  in  hiK  ieeliqga*  It  may  he  so,  b9t  I  have  before 
ven^rked  that  ij^om  ^  obf^vf^tions  I  made  if)  tbe  coprse 
of  v^y  acquaiptanee  with  bim,  niy  iipprefsKiqs  in  relation 
to  bia  cbfuractur)  ViA  tbe  native  proinsqsiti^s  of  hi^  mind, 
^ere  not  w  ai^nbmOiS  with  sucb  a  svinKMitiop.  He  was 
pot,  it  ja  tvi^  a  great  map;  but  I  tbiak  be  posfesspd  kipd- 
ly  apd  pQcipI  fpqiipgs.  He  had  been  educalad  ip  a  school 
of  politics  which  tapgbt  him  to  belisTe  that  every  lefsl 
measure  ought  to  be  tal^en  to  dimimfh  tbe  po^rar  of  an 
opponent,  and  that  to  th*;  ^*  vietovf  belopged  the  spoils.'' 
This  maxim,  which  hap  beep  pa  piiiph  tM  a^bisptof  a#r 
fpadv^rsion,  Wd  hap  bpen  fyf  tmvmm  *pnjHBf»4  by 
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all  parties  in  the  state  when  in  the  minority,  has  been 
practised  by  each  and  every  party  when  in  the  majority. 
I  do  not  affirm  that  the  practice  has  been  right,  but  I  stale 
as  a  historical  fact,  that  such  has  been  the  practice.  It  is 
true,  Mr.  Skinner's  Council  carried  oat  this  system  with 
greater  rigor  than  even  here  we  had  been  accustomed  to. 
But  in  fact,  the  war  was  about  men,  and  not  about  mea- 
sures, and  perhaps  on  that  very  account  the  feelings  of  the 
party  in  power  were  more  highly  excited.  Mr.  Skinner 
was  attacked  with  great  severity  by  the  Clintonian  news- 
paper writers ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  his  feelings  were 
much  soured;  but  from  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  him,  he  has  left  no  other  impression  upon  my  mind 
than  that  of  a  kind  hearted,  friendly  and  companionable 
man.  He  has  many  years  ago,  gone  down  to  the  grave,  and 
has  not  to  my  knowledge,  left  a  single  relative  in  the  state 
of  New-York^  and  I  feel  for  that  reason  a  higher  obliga- 
tion upon  me  to  do  justice  to  his  character  and  memory. 

The  council  met  on  the  12th  of  January,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  their  meeting  they  ordered  the  issuing  of  eleven 
writs  of  supersedeas  to  as  many  sheriffs  of  counties.  They 
removed  Archibald  Mclntyre  from  the  office  of  comptrol- 
ler. The  comptroller,  since  Mr.  Mclntyre  had  been  the 
incumbent  of  the  office,  had  been  considered  rather  as  a 
working  man  than  as  a  politician.  Neither  the  council  of 
1807,  1810,  1813,  nor  1814,  although  Mr.  Mclntyre  was 
decidedly  hostile  to  them,  had  manifested  the  feast  dispo- 
sition to  remove  him.  They  were  aware  that  it  required 
time  and  experience  to  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
financial  concerns  of  this  great  state,  and  with  the  best 
and  most  proper  mode  of  managing  them;  and  they  treat- 
ed Mr.  Mclntyre  as  before  stated,  rather  as  a  laborer  em- 
ployed by  the  state  than  as  a  political  office-holder.  Be- 
sides, all  men  admitted  that  he  was  an  accurate  and  able 
accountant,  and  an  honest  man.    His  removal  produced 
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great  excitement  and  its  efiect  upon  comtnunity  woukthavt 
been  greater  had  not  the  council  made  a  judicious  seleo- 
tion  of  a  successor.  That  successor  was  John  Savage* 
the  son  of  the  venerated  senator  Edward  Savage,  and  late 
ehief  justice  of  this  state.  Mr.  Savage  was  a  modest,  re* 
tmng  man,  but  all  who  were  acquainted  with  him  knew  him 
to  be  a  person  of  sterling  good  sense,  strict  and  rigid  in* 
tegnty,  amiable  in  his  disposition  and  unblemished  in  hk 
morals  and  character. 

The  council  also,  on  the  same  day,  removed  Thomas  J; 
Oakley  from  the  office  of  Attomey-generaL  This  was 
anticipated.  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  then  a  young  lawyer, 
who  resided  in  Utica,  was  appointed  in  his  place.  Mr. 
Talcott  had  not  then  acquired  much  eminence  at.  the  bar^ 
but  he  soon  developed  talents  in  his  profession  of  the 
highest  order.  This  appointment  was  considered  as  peco^ 
/iarly  Mr.  Van  Buren's;  and  the  amiable  traits  in  Mr.  Ts 
character  and  his  splendid  legal  talents  fully  justiBed  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  taking  a  warm  interest  in  his  favor.  Mr« 
Talcott  had  been  a  federalist,  but  with  many  others  of 
that  party  had  opposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  asd 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  no  doubt  felt,  that  good  policy,  requip* 
ed  that  some  distinguished  mark  of  attention  and  respect 
should  be  bestowed  on  some  of  the  individuals  who 
had  been  ranked  among  the  federalists*  Mr.  Talcott 
loo,  was  a  young  man,  and  it  was  said  to  be  a  part  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  policy  to  appear  as  the  patron  of  young 
men  whose  abilities  and  situation  in  life  aflbrded  a  pro* 
mise  that  they  would  become  influential  in  society.  I 
recollect  that  Judge  Piatt,  about  that  time,  in  speaking  to 
me  about  this  and  some  other  similar  appointment,  said, 
with  a  very  significant  look,  ''  This  is  the  age  of  young 
men.*^  Generally  speaking,  I  do  not  think  political  lead* 
ers  are  sufficiently  aware  of  the  importance  of  enlisting 
young  men  in  their  cause.    The  young  have  ardor,  enter- 


frine  nd  v^gM*,  aod  Um  prosq[i«ct  of  a  loog  life  hefoE^ 
AiOBSk.  Tbey  too,  are  leaa  8«uipicioii8  and  leis  selfish  thsu 
tbeir  fleniofs. 

The  council  did  not  confine  their  operation,  eTen  on  the 
first  day  of  ^eir  meeting,  to  the  removal  of  civil  officer^ 
hot  siq^erseded  several  gentlemen  holding  military  com- 
misskxas.  Heretofore,  this  class  of  office  holders,  in  con- 
sequenoe  of  the  unproductiveness  of  their  offices,  ha^ 
during  all  the  political  revolutions,  remained  undisturbed. 
(iteasral  Anfthony  Lamb,  the  commissary-general,  was  re- 
IBtopred  to  make  place  for  Alexander  M.  Muir,  and  Gillead 
9poiiry,  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  in  Chnton 
Hounty,  was  also  removed.  No  allegation  of  misconducl 
appears  to  have  been  made  against  either  Gen.  Lamb  or 
C>ol.  i^rry.|  But  the  removal  which  produced  the  greats 
est  excitement,  was  that  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  from 
the  office  of  adjutant-general.  The  gallantry  of  Cieneral 
Van  Rensselaer  as  a  soldier,  is  well  known  and  univejr- 
safly  admitted.  The  military  services  he  had  befove  thai 
time  rendered  to  the  nation^  constitute  a  part  of  its  hia- 
lory.  During  the  late  war,  though  a  federalist,  he  bad 
volunteered  his  services  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  in-a 
imxmgf  though  ill-advised  attack,  led  by  him,  U(¥Ma  th^ 
B^sh  at  Queenstown,  he  had  been  dangerously  woi|#dj^ 
Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  ^d  notwithstao* 
ding  he  had  been  retained  in  office  by  Governor  Ton4>kini(» 
although  an  Qjpen  political  opponent  during  the  wheje  p^ 
nod  be  administered  the  government,  the  present  coun- 
cil, without  any  charge  of  official  misconduct,  removed 
hkxw  WiUiavQ  L.  Maroy,  the  late  gMemor,  was  app(unte4 
in  his  place.  Stephen  Allen  was  appoi^^ted  mayor  g| 
New- York,  in  lieu  of  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  and  Peter 
A*  Jay,  was  removed  from  the  o$ce  of  re.€order^  tc; 
which  Richard  Riker  was  iq^pointed.*' 

•Tliii0««!Mr  refused  lo  ikn  ihe  mlnuiet  of  the  proMedlOfli  of  the  eoaecS. 
tSMMoieO. 


] 

Ifter  making  tfiese  changes  in  tile  great  olBeewcf  llli 
state,  the  council  proceeded  into  every  county  and  n^ 
moved  all,  or  nearly  all  the  sheriffs,  clerks,  surrogales, 
judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  und  justices  of  the 
peace,  v/ho  were  known  or  suspected  to  be  poHticall)^ 
Of^sed  to  them^ 

Although  this  council  may  seem  to  us  extremely  rigor* 
MIS,  it  must  be  confessed  they  were  rather  carrying  ont 
the  principle  imbibed,  and  the  practices  tobrated  under 
die  old  constitution,  than  striking  out  a  new  path  for 
tiiemsdves.  Mr.  Skinner  and  his  colleagues  were  play- 
ing the  same  game  in  respect  to  Got.  Clinton,  which  ha 
had  done  when  himself  a  member  of  the  council,  with 
respect  to  Got.  Lewis,  and  when  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  Maturin  Livingston,  the  brother-in-law  of  Lewis, 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  recorder  of  New- York, 
and  Dr.  Tiilotson,  another  near  connection  and  personul 
friend  of  Gov.  Lewis,  was  removed  from  the  offio^  eS 
aacretary^of  state. 

But  there  is  one  act  of  this  council,  which,  in  my  jo^ 
ment,  admits  of  no  reasonable  apology.  The  act  to  whieh 
I  refen  was  the  removal  of  Gideon  Hawley  from  the  efr 
fioe  of  superintendent  of  common  schools.  Mr.  Hawley 
had  by  great  skill  and  btbor  formed  our  common  school 
system.  All  who  know  him,  and  he  is  now,  and  was 
then  generally  known,  admit  not  only  his  fitness,  tHit  his 
peculiar  fitness  (ot  that  office.  On  the  able  and  fakhAd 
iiaoharp^e  of  bis  duties  depended,  not  the  temporary  sim> 
eess  ef  this  or  that  party,  but  m  a  eonsideraUe  degfe* 
the  weal  or  woe  of  the  rising  generation.  The  oeaadl 
removed  him  and  appointed^inbisplaoe  Welcome  Bsieeek, 
Esq.,  a  mere  cotleoting  attorney,  who  had  acanoe  any  at 
Che  fequisile  salifications  of  a  superintendent  of  schooiiv. 
80  gross  was  this  outrags,  dial  the  political  friends  of  tha 
•ouQdil  ia  the  fegislatum^  woobi  not  sidMnffC  td  it    Qea; 


fW  POIilTIOAl^.HmOBT.  [MHi 

Root  flooa  after  the  appobtnient  of  Mr.  Esleeck  for»  as 
was  well  understood,  the  mere  purpose  of  getting  rid  <^ 
him,  introduced  a  bill,  or  attached  a  clause  to  some  biU  on 
its  passage  in  the  assembly,  enacting  that  the  secretary 
•f  state  should,  ex-offido,  be  the  superintendent  of  com^ 
mon  schools,  which  soon  passed  through  both  houses  with 
acclamation.  Mr.  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  a  man  of  great 
versatility  of  talent,  was  then  secretary.  Both  he  and  hi« 
successors  have  performed  well  and  faithfully  their  duties 
as  superintendent  of  schools.  There  is,  however,  one 
objection  to  Gren.  Root's  law.  The  secretary.of  state  is 
necessarily  a  politician;  but  the  man  who  presides  over 
our  system  of  popular  education  should  be  entirely  detach- 
ed from  all  political  parties.  It  is  the  improvement  of  the 
mind  and  morals  of  children,  and  not  the  promotion  of 
the  success  of  a  party,  which  should  call  into  action  all 
his  energies,  and  to  which  all  his  eflforts  should  be  di* 
rected. 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mclntyre,  the  Clialo* 
nians  nominated  him  as  their  candidate  for  a  state  sena* 
tor  from  the  middle  district  The  candidate,  regularly, 
should  have  been  taken  from  the  county  of  Otsego,  but 
the  Clintonians  of  that  county  feeling  indignant  at  Mr. 
Molntyre's  removal,  cheerfully  gave  up  their  right  to  the 
candidate,  and  he  was  by  his  political  friends  in  the  dis- 
trict supported  vrith  great  cordiality.  On  the  other  hand| 
the  democratic  party  considered  this,  as  it  really  was,  m 
iqppeal  to  the  people  from  the  decision  of  the  council,  and 
a  sort  of  trial  by  the  country  whether  his  conduct  in  rehr 
tion  to  Gov.  Tompkins  had  been  correct,  exerted  thein* 
selves  to  defeat  hb  election,  with  great  zeal  and  energy. 
The  people  rendered  their  verdict  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mcln* 
tyre ;  a  result  the  more  honorable  to  him,  because  at  the 
pi'eceding  election,  the  bucktail  or  democratic  majority  ifi 
that  district  was  about  eight  hundred,  and  Mr.  Mclnlyre* 
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together  with  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hasbrouck,  was  this  year 
olected  by  a  majority  of  about  four  hundred. 

In  the  assembly  the  democratic  party  elected  seventy 
members,  and  the  Clintonians  fifty-two.  In  the  senate, 
from  the  southern  district,  Abraham  Gumee  and  Abel 
Huntington  were  elected  ;  in  the  middle,  Archibald  Me- 
Intyre  and  Abraham  Hasbrouck  ;  eastern,  David  C.  Judson 
and  Daniel  Shepherd  ;  western,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  and 
Henry  Seymour  were  chosen. 

The  members  elected  from  the  southern  district,  and 
Mr.  Seymour  from  the  western  district,  were  republicans, 
add  the  others  were  Clintonians.  The  majority  of  votes 
IB  the  state  for  a  convention,  was  seventy-four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-five  ! ! 

This  overwhelming  majority  is  an  evidence  of  the 
powerful  current  of  public  opinion  in  faviMr  of  that  mea- 
sure ;  and  if  an  able  general  ought  to  foresee  the  result 
of  a  battle,  Mr.  Clinton,  Chief  Justice  Spencer.  Judge  Van 
Ness  and  others,  as  good  politicians,  ought  to  have 
known  that  a  current  was  in  motion  which  it  was  in  vain 
Co  resist,  and  which  would  overwhelm  in  ruin  all  who  at* 
tempted  to  resist  it. 


(Note  B.>  RspeBftBD  to  oi^  Pag^  385.) 

Taylor  ^c«aiiDlttinglliita|ip«ieiit  act  of  Tiolcnee.   The  inovoeaiion  ttaeratac,  od  1 
pMloriitaaMi«Dalil.MM(kaveh«»#)MC.   jQili»TMiV.IIW«liaM»«C  iU|li||i 

Jiiscifialily  wnlDni  in  ■4veraftry. 


(Note  C,  Reperrba  t«  on  F^iOil  AW,) 

I  W9»  iBtmkcn  tn  ftadiif  thi^t  no  eonTention  wm  bdd  In  pnravnnee  of  tlia  ekciii^ 
nftrred  to  In  Iba  text.  I  wMled  intoiheenwliy  «  prtRy  eanM  eoMtaMlRi  oTA* 
ffi«or  ilie «finl90Pa«v  Voi«nd|n(in  Hmt  pn|Mr  npy  afcoon^oC  (M fWftnittmi,<H 
Mf  cooTendw  beid  ip  puraoanee  of  ihe  cnll,  1  tnfened  Uwt  no  sucb  eonvcntfoa  wna 
held.  The  eoQjeetnre  eipraaaed  in  the  test,  tfiat  •*one  ofejlect  •r  ihe  cowwinion  «a» 
10  take  Into  eonaftdeiniion  the  conduct  of  the  BHten  Fedec^Miii.'*  aqrt  pntmbli  to  dr 
llbe>9<^  on  the  quertkyi,  whether  the  Federalista  of  NewTork  should  be  reprnenie^  te 
the  HartfiMd  OooveotkMi,  wae  ako  entirely  nnfcunded.  Col.  Stoon,  in  the  Connrndnl 
AdeertlMr  «r  4#il  U  lMi»  vara  tho  convention  IMC  JMI'.  iltai  ^  waa  i  |B«^ 
thai  in  **  ImoMdlate  object  wae  to  coQilder  B|r  Van  Buren*s  eonKrlpt|an  Wll,  then  b^ 
Ihiie  the  eenaie,*'  mad  that  the  Hartford  Conventkw  wee  not  nnmad  at  thatconvmlta*. 


(Nox^  P->  Refewiep  to  on  Fagi}  1^$.) 

fflnce  the  jwbllBalton  of  the  Hm  edWon,  I  have  faeoa  infchnad  thaa  *e  I 
Oov.  Jay,  after  hie  rathement  ftom  public  life.  rsAiied  ta  readpolUM  9ewip«pesv  Ml 
hiceneet.  Judge  WUIiam  Jay,  in  hie  letter  to  me,  after  euting  that  the  report  waenntnie^ 
and  that  ■oeh  a  leAiaal  would  not  have  been  eooebtent  with  (he  lotereM  every  food  naa 
omht  to  take  In  the  wellhre  of  hit  country,  eaye :— ^  Re,'*  (Gov.  Jay,)  "read  thei 
eonetantly.  and,  at  UoMa,  took  papem  of  opposite  poliiks,  that  he  might  obtain  mote  I 
inCjnnation  of  passing  events.  So,  also,  he  made  it  a  point  of  duty  to  vote  at  every  eh 
tton."  It  la  atngntar  how  the  report  mentioned  in  the  text  obtained  euneney.  I  ta 
heard  It  asserted  as  truth,  among  well  inlbrmed  men,  perhapH  a  handled  I 


(Note  E.,  Referred  to  on  Page  412.) 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered  during  this  sfisk».  The  bOl  Ibr  In 
charter  was  lepoitad  tif  Mr.  Calhoun,  chainann  of  the  Anance  eonunltiae.  It  was  sup- 
ported generaUy  by  the  Republican  members  of  Oooeress,  and  anmng  ita  supporters  Otay, 
Calhoun,  Forsyth,  Ingham,  Lowndes  and  J.  W.  Taytor  were  the  moet  influential  and 
eOcient.  It  was  opposed  by  the  Federalisis  as  a  party,  at  the  head  of  whom  hi  the  K. 
R.  was  Mr.  Webster.  They  were  Joined  by  some  of  the  southern  and  a  few  other  daoih 
ocratic  members.  By  the  aid  of  these,  Mr.  Webster  entertained  sanguine  hopes  of  n^ 
^sting  succewftilly  Ihe  paaaaga  of  the  biU,  but  Ua  expectations  were  dtaappolnted  ^  t 


Mi  owK  rfttdDi,  ffUeb  he  did  iMt  aiiflcl|)Me,  ttM  wMeU  M  ^dreelvwl  wMk 
»9mpifm  •nd'ttortMeatiOD.  Mr.  Oiui>enut  floui  ibli  fCaie,  and  Mr.  Rulbert  flom  ll|»> 
^MnvMlti,  tietNie  die  elote  of  ito  dlwuNkm,  doelared  ttoHMJlv68  hi  ftvor  of  the  Bank, 
niad  ereocually  akiout  lUteea  ottier  FederaHfCs  voml  nrfth  dmn  In  4nrot  of  die  bdU 

ffMte<lMf  Mil  wae  la  ooouxiMee  of  the  wlwle  ia  die  H.  B.  an  liietdeiit  oeeiirred  wAfeh 
mnwldMOif  oTiRtfldealpvdeedeMrveittibeDOtieed.  Doct  Lewis  Ooadh,  a  mcaiter 
tteiM  It.  JtawjF,  Moved  »  amend  die  MO  by  pwrfdliiff  Ibr  die  Weatfoo  of  die  BIbdier 
^ftMk  til  die  ettgr  of  Weir-Toit.  Be  wee  sufyponed  by  Gov.  Robertson,  a  member  fkom 
^itev  OAtaoe,  ^  Mr.  fbrkydi  ftom  Oeorglm  and  many  odiem  of  diesoadiem  and  we»* 
%rii  membeieft  ttidlrii  ameftdmeat  wai  adopted  by  a  large  mi^Jodty.  Mr.  Bobertson, 
^bri^di  and  <Miem  Contended  widi  great  and  dVelthre  eflbct  diat  tile  Bank  ought  to  be 
%rtiM  in  ttab  Oomrneitoial  Metrofiolia.  It  wfil  be  leeoileeted  (bat  Mr.  Dallas  of  Phfla- 
^dMpkfa,  Wis  at  dMC  dme  Beereiary  of  ite  Treasury.  The  evening  succeeding  the  day 
<%li  wMeh  Df.  Gbndlfs  modoB  wm  adopted.  Mr.  D.  eet  on  foot  a  very  aedve  system  of 
-tlWidoaeerfni,  afld*die  next  day  Mr.  CleodeniB  flrom  OhlOb  mov«d  a  reconslderaiioii  &t 
ille  VMe*  wMeb  motion  wiis  earrMd. 

il'wasiit  d*t  period  pretty  well  aseeitalned,  that  die  bili  for  ehar«etteg  dw  Bank 
-^MiM  adt  paii«fo  boose,  Wldioiit  die  vote  of  a  large  mejority  of  die  MpabHeaa  oieih- 
bers  from  New- York.  Mr.  Taylor,  diertfon,  Intlted  a  meedng  of  dM«e  mMibem.  fidrti 
•  meeting  or  caneus  was  held,  and  Mr.  T.  proposed  that  unless  the  friends  of  the  Bank 
would  consent  to  rescind  the  vote  upon  Mr.  Clendenin*s  moikm,  the  New-Tork  mem- 
ben  shoulll  «gr<«  to  vote  against  die  bill.  A  majority  dt  AM  seemM  iriellhed  to  do  so, 
'but  Mr.  Irving  fsom  the  city  of  New- York  being  called  on*  dpelaiid  dmt  he  fmd  jUren 
)ds  word  **  to  the  administration,"  n  he  expressed  Mmseli;  to  vote  to  fotmw  of  dli 
9Ank,and  be  should  do  so.  Upon  diis,  Mr.  Taytor  said,  if  die  member  *om  thfr-oliy, 
«rhieh  waa  moat  ioierestcd  in  die  quesdoa,  ehose  to  reNnqulth  his  oppoeldea  m  dmhiea- 
)|looof  dieBanktoarivalelty,he  (Mr.T.)  coming  aa  he  did  ftom  dK  eoontiy.  wwtd 
MK  assume  the  responsibility  for  the  sake  of  sustaining  the  supposed  interest  of  dm^citir, 
of  opposing  the  chartering  of  the  Bank,  and  whh  him  nearly  all  the  country  members 
concuntd.  It  would  therefore  seem,  that  either  the  Bank  would  have  been  foealed  in 
New-York,  or  dcy^baitk  would  have  been  char«n«d.  If  Mr.  Irving  had  not  declared  his 
detennlnatfon  to  vote  for  a  bank,  to  be  stationed  in  Philadelphia.  Eventually,  all  the 
Vbpubllean  members  fVom  this  state,  except  Messsrs.  Blrdsall,  Boot,  Savagb  and  myself 
>«»md  ibr  die  Bank. 


(Noqpfi  F«,  RBPEfMiBD  TO  0n  Paob  M0i^ 

^  In  die  fine  edhkm  it  is  stated  diat  Gen.  Boot  was  appointed  by  diis  council  DiatrieC 
Attorney  Ibr  the  county  of  Delaware.  This  is  an  error.  The  fhct  was,  a  meJoriQr  of 
'die  council  •grud  f  mfpeimi  Mr.  Root,  which  oeoastooed  aa  Impression  upon  my 
diind  that  he  bad  beep  actually 'appointed,  and  I  incaudously  stated  die  fbet  wtdioht 
Ihforrlng  to  the  mtoutes  of  die  council. 


(NoTB  6.,  Refembbd  to  oif  Pmmb  M8^ 

'^fbe  text  Is  wrong  as  respects  the  removal  of  Col.  Bperry.  He  'Was  charged  with  dl^ 
t^lal  maicondddt  as  president  of  a  court  martial.  TnlbrmatSon  recenUy  received  fromm 
tehtlettian  wHo  dieh  resided  at  Plattsburgh,  and  was  an  dOIcer  In  tbe  militia,  enablei 
1^  10  state,  dmta  bfodier  of  Ool.  d.  at  that  dme  waa  a  Lieut  Col.  of  a  Regiment  oTfil^ 


M4  am^uANATOiiT  ifon^. 

ftntry,  and  Chat  M^.  A.  6.  Clad  had  rmiwd  a  uiiiftraied  tallalioo.  T 
irhicli  eompowd  MaJ.  Flagg'a  bacialioo  eoaaiaied  eaeb  of  MM  oMik  Tha  1 
Colonel  coiiteiided  that  MaJ.  F.  hod  do  right  toenliat  move  than  64  men  io  < 
pany,  and  on  that  grouad  he  returned  as  deiioquent  sunie  30  or  10  of  Plag^a  ineo. 
.  Che  triai  of  these  neii  AfaJ.  Flagg  employed  Mr.  Walirorth*  cbe  preaent  Chancellor,  at 
their  courmel.  He  comeaded  that  the  offlcera  of  the  bactaUon  onder.  wboaeordera  ite 
accused  bad  acted.  If  there  had  been  a  delinquency,  were  the  delfovuetica*  and  not  tfn 
tlie  privatea,  who  Innocently  and  io  good  bitb  had  atthdr  own  eipeoae  o^ttippBi 
.  themtelyea ;  that  if  the  oflic«ra  had  been  aecuMii,  they  ul^■t  have  been  Cried  by  a  fOH 
eral  court  martial,  which  would  have  been  ordered  by  MaJ.  Gen.  Mooera,  in  wUck 
event  they  would  have  had  a  fbir  trial }  that  to  jevade  an  impartial  inveaiigatiOR,  4to 
present  course  had  been  adopted,  and  a  court  batl  been  organized  wUh  a  presftdanc.  wto 
was  the  mere  insuumeut  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bperry,  whose  leellttga  were  atroaiily  UMsd 
against  the  accused.  Mr.  Wslworth  probably  advocated  the  cause  of  Ma  elteMa  wJlb 
aouie  warmth,  and  the  p^esideut,  Gol.  Sp«rry,  alleging  that  he  treated  tbe  eoiut  dtoao- 
spectfuliy,  commanded,  aim  iri  be  sQent ;  but  he  continuing  to  advise  his  ellttic^  IM 
«ourt  Avced  him  to  leave  the  room,  and  atationad  a  marriud  at  the  door  io  pvaveat 
him  from  returning.  These  facts  were  represented  to  the  GoudcD  «f  Ajipgiotuiaaia  aatf 
oa  that  represeotatiOB  Ool.  SpeTry  was  removoil. 


(NoT£  H.,  Referrbd  to  on  Page  245.) 

freseot  information  ecMbles  me  to  say,  chat  the  imputation  of  sltilster  modvea  fmplfeA 
ia  tbe  text  against  the  venerable  Edward  Savage  is  oinjust  The  only  new  spptiinv 
neat,  that  of  Mr.  Crary,  was  Induced  by  a  political  necessity  which  tbeii  existed,  ite 
tdstory  of  which  would  not  now  be  Interesting,  but  which  entirely  exonoraKs  both  Mr. 
Savage  and  Mr.  Orary  from  iM  charge  of  being  Influenced  by  any  otiier  than  I 


(Note  I.,  Referred  to  on  Page  928.) 

Since  tbe  publication  of  the  first  edition,  t  have  again  examined  the  pamphlet  referred 
Id  in  page  3tt,  on  tbe  authority  of  wbicii,  tlie  stateiucnt  in  the  text  Is  principally  made. 
I  find  that  the  pamphlet  does  not  expressly  stale  that  the  petition  (which  has  been  lost) 
contained  a  prayer  for  the  grant  of  tbe  salt  works :  but  flroiu  its  tenor  no  reader  can  Ml 
of  inf^ring  tliat  a  lease  of  thove  works  was  one  of  tlie  main  objects  of  tbe  rVnitpany. 
Whether  I  was  induced  to  allege  that  Ckese  worfis  were  petidoiied  fbr,  from  reaillng  tbe 
pamphlet,  or  by  finding  the  allegaiton  in  some  cotemporary  newspaper,  I  can  not  now 
determine. 

I  make  th«*8e  remarks  fbr  tHe  purposc-of  stating,  that  it  was  far  fh>m  my  Intencfcin  » 
charge  any  of  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  text  as  petitioners,  with  Improper  motives. 
It  is  by  no  menh«  probable  that  at  that  day  the  low  price  for  which  salt  would  evetitii- 
afly  be  manufhcturd  was  anticipated,  or  th«  real  vnlue  of  tbe  salt  springs  appreciated. 
The  applfc^atk>n  fbr  a  charter  fbr  tha  Slate  Bank  was  a  party  measure,  and  these  gen^ 
tleuien  signed  the  petition  as  leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  stale  ofBeera, 
My  sole  object  fbr  Inserting  this  account  in  the  text  was,  to  aflbni  an  itltistration  of  the 
danger  of  leglslallve  grants  of  monopolies  $  and  I  mentkKied  the  names  of  Gov.  Taylor, 
Judge  Spencer,  Doct.  Tillotsoo  and  (V>l.  Joukins,  as  eviitence  that  men  of  high  character 
fbr  patriotisni  soinedines  Innocently  sign  poiitioiiff  fbr  exclusive  grants,  without  sufRciefit' 
ly  considering  ihe  evils  which  may  result  from  them.  Judge  Spencer  has  recently  deo|p 
ed  (as  I  iL.iik  in  rather  uocourtoous  terms)  that  he  bad  any  concern  in  asking  ttv  « 
leaaeof  the  salt  springs. 
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^NoTE  J.y  Referred  to  on  Page  4.) 

Tlie  astlior,  that  eariy  In  hi«  Book.  annottncM  hk  Intention  **  to  dellnaole  in  deiafl 
Ihe  eliaraeirr,  and  deveiope  the  uiodvei  of  the  aeiors  in  tlM  politieiil  drama,  and  tlw 
cauNs  which  impelled  thow  actions."  It  was  rather  unfortunate  that  he  nuule  the  an- 
aoQnceneot,  but  much  more  so,  that  he  has  actually  and  extensively  carried  out  tliaft  !&• 
Icntion.  No  man  uudertakiug  to  give  a  political  history  of  past,  or  even  of  preeent 
times,  ean  judge  corrGctly  of  tlie  motives  which  impel  political  men  to  action,  Tlie  ev- 
Ueuee  ean  only  be  gathered  Trom  the  ephemeral  publications  of  the  day,  and  the  denun- 
ciations and  100  often  calumnious  declarations  of  political  adversaries.  In  such  publl' 
cations,  nought  but  the  basest  of  motives  are  ascribed  to  an  'adversary ;  while,  io  hia 
yfeseiice  or  in  a  deliberative  assembly,  the  same  defamers  would  concede  to  him  the  most 
honorable  intentions.  The  politicnl  friend  wIU  generally  content  himself  with  an  approval 
«f  the  act,  without  enquiring  into  the  motives.  Should  the  historian  undertaln  to  Judge 
of  the  motive  entirely  ftoin  the  act  itself,  he  might  be  led  to  a  wrong  conclusion  by  his 
approval,  or  disapproval  of  the  same  act.  Such  te  man,  that  he  cannot  entirely  divest 
hbnself  of  prejudice.  Better,  fhr  better,  then,  to  Invest  himself  with  a  'goodly  share  of 
lleaven-boru  charity,  and  ascribe  no  evil  intention  to  fellow  man,  unless  clearly  de- 
veloped by  his  actions.  £.  R. 

The  right  of  the  historian  to  deduce  ftora  the  actions  of  men,  the  motives  of  action, 
has,  r  believe,  been  generally  accorded  to,  and  exercised  by,  all  writers  of  history.  But 
Ihe  motive  assigned,  in  merely  Uic  opinion,  or  rather  the  deduction,  of  the  individual 
writer.  Tlie  reader,  after  considering  the  action,  sits  in  Judgment  on  the  historian,  and 
Judges  of  the  correctness  of  his  inferences.  These  speculations  on  the  causes  of  tlie 
actions  of  men,  constitute  a  part,  and  in  my  Judgment  an  important  part,  of  what  may 
be  called  the  philosophy  of  history.  1  may  have  been,  and  probably  io  some  instances 
have  t«en.  wrong  In  the  motives  I  have  ascribed,  but  whether  wrong  or  right,  tlie  reader 
nust  and  ought  to  Judge.  I  must,  liowever,  be  permitted  to  add,  that  I  have  not  know- 
ingly, on  any  oecasfcMi,  been  influenced  by  the  porty  publications  of,  the  day,  io  ascrib- 
ing motives  to  kidividuak.  |.  D.  H. 


(Note  K.,  Referred  to  on  Page  83.) 

The  inik*pendent  tenure  of  office  of  tlie  Smte  Judiciary  did  not  grow  oot  of  tbevM^ 
cmtie  lienring  of  wealthy  and  Influential  families,  giving  a  higher  tone  and  current  of 
Ihouglit,  aiHl  producing  a  dlflbrent  state  of  society  fVom  that  hi  some  of  our  sister  states. 
Tlie  tmleiieiidcnce  of  the  Judiciary  was  a  principle  dear  to  the  Whigs  (Vom  the  earilest 
epoch  of  our  history.  Tlic  higher  Courts  in  England  were  the  Kin^s  Courts,  and  the 
juflp^s  were  appointed  by  tiic  Crown,  and  their  duration  in  oAce,  as  well  as  their  sti- 
|w>nd*,  were  depenitont  upon  the  royal  will  and  pleasure.  Their  decisions,  wlicn  royal  pie* 
togallve  was  In  question,  were,  of  course,  very  likely  to  be  swayed  by  the  influenc* 
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which  iftve  ttaeni  lieiiig,  and  lUHainod  them  in  power.  The  advoeaiei  of  freedom,  and 
the  cluunpkMi  of  die  people's  rights,  were  ilie  fiitcd  vtctiine.  Their  lilienlei*  and  lk«- 
qiaeiitiy  their  live*,  \«eii!4iie  ttormc«  ttyon  the  uahdy  dtm  of  Jvdlcihl  <fcpeudetiC8  and 
eomipiion.  Long  they  struggled  to  nmlcc  tlie  judiciary  indepenfleot  of  the  crowiu  Even* 
tually  tliey  were  successful,  nnd  the  King  was  compelled  to  issue  his  coiumiaskMs  to 
tbem  during  good  behaviour—**  dmm  Un*  ««m  ^csracn'f.**— On  the  completion  of  the  revo- 
lution (in  1088)  by  the  <iMf«//aiim  of  a  whig  King,  tMs  right  and  iuMuuiiity  was  secur- 
ed to  them  Ibaei^.  hi  our  r^olutlon,  when  the  |ieopte  became  the  sovereign,  and  aa- 
sumod  the  place  of  majesty  in  all  judicial  proceedings,  the  same  judicial  iudependenee 
was  preaervetU  The  whigs  in  thin  country,  as  well  as  in  Cngiaad.  have  been  uniiina 
ill  (lib  lesiioct.  R.  R. 

The  tearTMd  author  of  this  note  !s  undoubtedly  correct  in  ascribing  the  indepeode&oe 
of  the  judtdary  in  England  to  the  well  founded  apprehension  of  the  whig*,  ihat  Uie  da- 
pendehce  Gt  the  Judges  for  tlie  tenure  of  their  offices  upon  tlie  King  might  aflfeet  their 
(fcclslons  on  questions  In  which  the  royal  prerogative  was  concerned.  But  is  there  the 
iMme  reason  to  apprehend  ttiat  in  this  country,  where  *'  the  people  have  assamed  tlip 
place  of  majeaty,"  that  they,  spealcing  through  the  polls  of  the  election,  will  eacroacb 
on  the  ri^ta  of  individuals,  or  on  their  own  rights  as  a  body,  by  an  uflueuce,  growing 
dot  of  a  power  to  create  or  remove,  through  their  agents,  the  highert  Judicial  lUnctioo* 

QTiCsl  J.D.II. 


(Note  L.,  Rbfbrrbd  to  on  Page  S7.) 

The  ttmstitucion  of  1777  had  provided  that  such  parts  of  the  statute  law  of  Engtand 
and  Great  Britain  as  were  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  should  ronilMir 
ID  be  the  law,  s  ibject  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature.  The  statute  of  Jeoikila,  as  wen 
Ife  many  oOier  amendments  to  the  practice  of  tlie  law  and  pleadings,  was  in  force.  Tlie 
Legislature  had  provided  for  the  revision  of  the  laws,  and  appointed  Samuel  Jones  and 
Richard  Variek  revisors.  In  1788  the  revised  statues  were  re-enacted,  and  went  Ui 
UMiee  on  the  first  of  May  in  that  year,  when  all  the  statutes  of  England  and  Great  Rriiaba 
and  of  the  late  c4>lony  of  New-York,  ceased  to  be  in  force.  Instead  of  this  important 
Btatue  being  **  drawn  by  Samuel  Jones."  and  **  its  passage  efibcicd  by  his  address,  taK 
enta  and  Inlluetice,'*  he  was  but  a  mere  copyist  of  old  statutes,  throwing  and  condensliig 
them  Into  one  act.  The  revisors,  and  eapecially  Mr.  Jones,  were  nedulously  careful  |g^ 
retain  the  exact  words  and  phraseology  of  all  the  old  statutes,  however  quaint  the  ex* 
prtatioh  or  obsolete  the  tenns.  The  reason  given  for  the  retention  was,  that  we  had  the 
benefit  of  a  long  course  of  Judicial  decisions  lo  settle  their  true  meaning  and  coaatnie- 
Hon,  which  would  be  entirely  lost  by  the  least  variation.  These  expresshma  were  very 
much  alteiedrinaQfaaeooentireviBlons^  and  I  fanve  not  been  advised  diet  the  public  haa 
MueriaQy  aoflhred  for  want  of  thoae  judicial  decisions.  Mr.  Jones  was  an  able  law- 
fer,  but  his  eminence  was  not  derived  ftom  the  exercise  of  his  talents  In  edbeting  ihn 
rtherevlndaiAtutesof  178B.  B.  1; 


(WoTE  M.,  Referred  to  on  Page  48.) 

"The  moet  dlijecttonaUe  parts  of  Gen.  Hamilton's  aeheme  was  the  asaum|itiDa  br  ^ 
iMtiMidr  the  debts  of  the  respective  states,  and  the  chartering  of  a  Bank.   Todtain 


JMLMtm  ih&  itflililirini  of  thte  itiiB  wew  geaaw^y  oppowa.**  Tbli  MMtUon  ofike 
MllMrto puHy  eorract and  pftrtly  Ineorreet.  Tbe  lepabUeaiw of  tlite  atato  wtre  fss- 
eratly,  1  MIeTe,  oftpoMd  to  tbe  aMumptioo  of  the  m»ve  debca.  We  had  iheo  lix  maia- 
ben  of  the  Houccof  Repreaentatlva*— three  federalMs  and  three  repaMleane.  The  i»- 
pabliean  nenbers  roted  againtt  tbe  aMuoiplton.  TMa  tcaie  had  paid  to  troopa  better, 
and  defrayed  theexpnnsc  of  the  war  within  to  borden  in  a  better  camney*  than  thoae 
•f  BMBt  of  the  other  etates.  During  the  war  otany  of  the  etate  noope  were  tatod  by 
rkeaei,  and  well  paid.  After  iu  clow,  the  reginente  and  corpe  raieed  aa  to  quota,  apd 
pat  upon  iheooaUnentaleeublishaient,  were  liberally  rewarded  hi  ttw  paal  of  laiiB 
qwtMaeor  vataaUe  land.  In  theaale  of  to  umetUed  laade;  the  atalB  had  thoHaaaa 
cT  payment  within  itself.  It  bad  then  lately,  and  betee  the  nttfeatte  of  dte  coiiattoi- 
ttoi  by  BfaM  eiaiei,  lamed  a  large  enaiatton  of  atate  eumney,  whleb  ww  aa  leod  aa  gold 
«id  ailver.  In  addUlon  to  theae  reaaoaa,  the  lepublleana  had  not  bean  aaatoia  io^eon> 
aolidate  the  Union,  and  decorate  it  whb  all  the  trappinga  of  a  great  aattoi.  They  won* 
tor  preaervhig  tte  importance  of  alale  authority  and  aute  rights  In  atart,  tto  repnhli- 
ease  were  oppoaed  to  4he  aeeumolattoi'of  a  kiii  aaltoial  debt,  wMlo  Mr.  HaariNeo  de- 
alpiodka  Mtfboal  Meaahig. 

TtoBaakhadltoauiiimooa  TotaofthiaBiatBiiiOoopaBB.*  Ha  dIvMoB  «A  ttM 
queation  appeared  to  be  rather  geografrtiical  than  potttieal.  The  eaatm  and  coaaaHt- 
rial  atatea  were  generally  In  ita  favor,  white  tte  aoaitera  and  plaottaig  ataMa,  wttb  the 
exception  of  their  comniefoialtowna.wwetaoppoaliloD*  Tte  tirawr  awrtte  neeeaal 
If  «f  •  BUtanOI  earreney,  eqaally  good  in  every  atate,  and  were  eoavtaeed  that  a  na- 
tfottal  baak  waa tte  beat  caksulaied  toeflbct  that  objaet,  whBe  tte  tetlar,  not  taTta^  by 
wpertooee  been  madaao-well  aoi|iialBtBd  with  ite  taiwa  of  cwrahoy  and  aehaafea, 
oould  eee  no  ncoeaaityibr  aoeh  aa  inetftuttoi.  Henea  aoa»  of  tteir  meet  eminent 
anteamen^aBMNic  whom  Mr.  Jeflhraon  and  Mr.  Madlaoa  teld  a  eoMptoioaetattk,  eoaM 
OM  BO  aothorky  in  tte  GonatittnSon  lo  ereate  one. 

There  la  no  definite  apeclflc  grant  of  tte  powers  and  to  derlva  HAoai  tte  elaaae  wMeh 
«»po«verB  congreaa  to  mate  all  lawa  which  ahall  te  aeeeaaary  and  proper  fcr  earryinc 
into  execution  tte  afbrenientioned  powera,  it  muat  te  made  to  appear  ttet  a  national 
banii  waa  a  nceeaaary  aad  proper  instrament  to  carry  oat  at  leaat,  aOBM  of  theae  pow- 
et*.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duiiea,  importa,  and  exseiaea,  and  aiato  ttem  unKbr  •> 
nhroitfteQt  tte  United  States;— to  tonow  money  on  tte  credit  of  tte  United  Btatea  v-ho 
ngalate  commerce  with  Iteeign  natlona  and  among  tte  aeveial  atatea^-aad  le  rsgnlaie 
tte  valae  of  money— required  of  congreas  to  provide  a  aatloBal  carreney,  eound  and 
unifbna  In  all  porta  of  tte  United  Smtes.  To  pay  tte  dahta,  «>  aappoit  analas,  and  u 
malatoln  a  navy,  congreas  are  tound  to  provide  a  aaflideporftory  of  tte  pobUc  moneys, 
and  tte  aafeat  and  cheapeet  niodeof  diabuiateg  and  traaasDitthqr  then  to  any  port  of  ite 
United  Statea.  Beotem  planters  hadnot  yet  diatoverad  that  a  aatteaal  bank  waa  te- 
ceaaary  and  proper  tor  tte  due  execution  of  all  or  any  of  theae  posiew.  Tte  aaaitrii 
(MMiben  Of  eongreaa,  and  thoae  ftom  commercial  towna,  ware  boittr  aoqaaiated  with 
tte  lawa  of  eunency  aad  eaetenge.  They  knew  flom  •aperleaae  ttet  oaehangaa  to  a 
large  aMOontasaatte  made  h)  a  paper  roediom,  and  tte  evila  of  depreetetid  aiate  ear- 
renclee  were  ftaah  upon  tte  memory.  Tte  hasatd  aadexpenao  of  traaamitttBi  itaadn 
to  diataatparta  of  tte  noted -Stataa  were  known  to  tham.  They  pereelvad  that  a  ■•- 
rtoaal  baak  waa  a  care,  and  tte  only  aura  tor  theae  avila.  Ttetltwoold  teaiah  a  pa- 
per madhim  of  ezetenga.  aoaad,  aad  of  eqaal  aatae  teaU  panaof  tte  Uatod  StatBa  i— 
flMtltwoohltoaealbdepaateryof  ttopoblfe  motoaa,aad  woa^  traaaMb  tte  Ite* 


n  teamed  (he  auppoaed  (bet  that  three  of  tte  memben  ftom  thia  atate  voted  afaiaai 
Ite  tneorporettOB  cT  tte  ftrat  U.  8.  Bank,  Ikon  aa  old  newapapar.   It  waa  probably  in» 
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■aMy  and  free  of  eKpenee  id  «ay  pert  of  the  United  Scane.  They  ndgNl  tow  had  ad- 
ded, that  tlie  bonk  could  be  made  to  keep  ttie  public  money  free  fhim  ancativv  concral 
till  duly  appioprialed  according  lo  law.  Had  they  then  believed  that  ifae  Preiident  had 
the  power  under  tlieconatltutlon  to  require  any  officer  of  tlie  treasury  to  open  iti  dooca 
and  dtebune  Its  treasurei  at  hla  will,  and  In  case  of  dieobedlenee  to  remove  him  from 
-  office,  and  appoint  one  in  hit  ttaad  who  would  be  ready  to  obey  hia  eommatt<te  i— and 
had  tlwy  imagined  timt  any  Aiture  one  could  be  found  daring  enough  to  mahe  toeh  a- 
quireaoent,  I  Imve  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  urged  as  a  prominent  if  swi  in  flivor  cf 
the  bank.  But  wUiout  this  there  were  aufllcieot  reason  to  induce  all  the  repobiiehB 
members  from  this  state,  tnlb  all  New  Eagland  and  (kom  Mew  Jersey  and  PtBonsylva- 
afa,  to  vole  for  the  bUl,  and  for  Washington  to  approve. 

Wiien  the  charter  of  tlie  bank  was  about  to  expire,  and  the  question  of  Its  renewal 
began  to  aghateithe  public  mhid,  this  country  was  in  the  midst  of  its  diffieultiea,  which 
resulted  in  war.  Great  Britain  bad  vexed  us  by  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  by 
her  orders  in  council  bktckading  all  the  northern  coast  of  continental  Europe.  France, 
too,  under  the  pretence  of  retaliating  the  British  orders  hi  council,  visHed  our  commeroe 
with  the  destructive  Influence  of  her  Berlin  and  Afilan  decrees.  The  fedenlists,  altfaoo^ 
they  did  not  undertake  entirely  lo  exculpate,  evidently  took  sides  with  Great  Biltate,  aa 
against  France  If  not  their  own  country.  They  cast  the  heaviest  censure  upon  Franca, 
and  were  opposed  to  a  war  with  Ckeat  Brttafai.  The  lepublieana,  on  the  other  hand, 
threw  the  greatest  blame  upon  Great  Britain  as  having  led  the  way  in  deptedation.  At 
tbb  time  a  laige  portion  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Bcates  was  owned  hi 
England.  It  was  not  originaliy  subscribed  by  Englishmen,  hot  had  been  lenitiBd  than 
In  paymentof  debta.  The  picjndlce  of  the  republicans  was  very  strong  agafawt  Great 
Briain,  and  every  thing  British  or  In  any  wise  connected  with  her.  The  bank  waa 
called  a  British  bank,  and  its  supposed  influence  in  this  eoontry  was  dreaded.  A  oft- 
Jofiiy  of  its  directors  were  federalists,  and  this  circumstance,  added  to  their  British  p»- 
dilectlona,  induced  the  whole  federal  party  to  Ihvor  its  re-charter.  Under  such  ctocom- 
stances  it  is  not  wonderftil  that  the  great  mass  of  the  lepubllcaa  party  were  opposed  to 
ttw  bank. 

Nought  but  a  sense  of  a  strong  necemlty  of  a  NaCtonal  Bank  coald  hidnceany  lepub- 
Jican  to  give  it  tiis  support.  I  remember  well  how  ollen  I  attempted  to  reason  my  poUt- 
Ical  friends  into  a  belief  that  a  National  Bank  was  so  necessary  to  a  sound  currency 
;and  a  safe  management  of  the  treasury  that  we  ought  not  lo  hazard  the  timely  creation 
.Qt  a  new  one.  I  attempted  to  repel  the  notton  of  a  supposed  British  hifloenee  la  this 
.country  .through  the  English  stockholders.  I  urged  that  the  hiflnence,  if  any,  would  be 
(the  other  way— America  operatiag  upon  England.  As  the  BngUsh  stockbolden  eoold 
'•have  no  agency,  not  even  remote,  in  the  manafement  of  the  aflUrs  of  the  bank,  they 
,c0Uid  have  noiie  of  that  influence  which  the  dispositton  of  pecuniary  fevors  may  be 
apposed  to  give— but,  on  the  contrary,  tbestockhotders,  deriving  their  income  from  fiindi 
.aaanaged  by  American  Dbectora,  liable  to  sequestration  by  the  American  fovemment, 
dependent  as  tolls  amount  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  peaeeAil  and  prosperous  eondl- 
tkm  of  this  country,  and  In  the  event  of  a  war  its  receipt  entirely  cut  oli;  at  least  for  a 
time,  would ihave  every  hiduoement  which  Interest  can  prompt  to  influence  their  gov- 
eramenl  to  forbear.  All  this  reasoning  was  of  no  avail  with  the  republicans  of  Ots^ 
and  Delawara.  With  them  it  was  a  Federal  Bank,  a  Brititfi  Bank,  wUch  would  keep 
na  under  FWeral  and  British  faifluenee.  They  were  my  eonsthuenti,  for  I  was  th* 
RepresentaUve  hi  Oongiess.  I  was  unwilling  to  displease  my  constkuenti,  and  there- 
fore stepped  aside  when  the  vote  was  i^ken  on  re-chariering  the  Bank.  Ifledtbeqoe^ 
Ukn>~:nU^kJhaveaQ|idamped)MKned,andof  which  I  never  was  prood.  EL  R. 
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(NoTB  N.,  Kbfbrrbd  to  on  Paob  89. 

TiM  Mt  raqidrtng  the  lown  Intpeetora  to  canvsM  the  w<M»  and  vrturn  tte  rtfult  of 
OHir  canvmM,  dWl  not  become  a  law  till  tbe  winter  of  1700.  t  ramember  it  well.  I 
waaa  member  mynlf.  lodiaa  Dewey  of  OtMgo  inotMiiiead  the  bUI.  I  yoied  Jbr  ft 
clwerftiUy.neoneedogwIth  whatanzleiy  we  waited  theapring  belbre,  fiorn  the  la« 
week  tn  April  ffiI4tbTlinf8dBy  in  May,  Jbr  tbe  eanvaai.  TttI  tbe  eaavaia  by  Uw  m 
perytora,  it  waaeitiemely  doubtful  whether  I  waa  elecied.  I  came  oat  bat  SO  abeMl 
of  thehlgbeatof  my  adveraariea.  The  auperriaon  gafe  me  the  oertifleaia.  The  next 
year  the  reault  of  the  town  eaavaaa  waa  returned  10  the  Ooonty  Clerk— ha  made  the  ea- 
tlmale  and  gave  the  oeitUlcale.  I  lemember  too  the  battling  I  had  with  Bbeoezer  toot, 
tbe  Oouncy  aerk  who  decHoedJbr  a  k>ng  tfme  giving  me  the  eertUeata,  ta  1800,  on  ac- 
count of  an  «flnal  being  added  to  my  name  by  one  of  the  towna.  ProtaMy  M I.  Haa- 
mood  waa  led  Into  tbe  error  by  finding  on  tbe  Journal  of  that  year,  that  n  bttl  Ibr  that 
purpdae  waa  introduced  into  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  Houaee.  B.  R. 


(NoTB  O.,  Referred  to  on  Page  137.) 

Judge  Jay  ia  hi  a  very  great  enor  aaying,  that  **  during  the  nix  yeara  of  <3ov.  Ja^a 
adnfalatratioa,  not  one  huUvldual  waa  dlimlawd  ^  kirn  ftom  oOce  on  account  of  Ub 
poUtka,"  unl  :x.  he  would  have  hia  readers  believe  that  Uie  acu  of  tbe  Council  under 
tbe  great  Seal  of  ihc  Stale  and  the  algnature  of  the  governor  are  not  hia  acta.  Judge 
Hammond,  too,  haa  looked  tato  *nke  mvmg  MT*  to  find  the  numerous  dwaMMolt  frmk 
^fiee  on  «£O0«8<  ^f  tkMirp§Htie$,  during  tbe  two  laat  years  of  Governor  Jay*s  power.— 
''AMMealf*  from  oAice  were  made  at  that  time  by  tasuiog  a  new  general  oommiaalaB 
of  the /*!•••,  or  of  tbe  jpaaes,  or  both,  aa  the  occaak>n  required.  It  waa  held  that  a  new 
general  commlaalon  to  the  coun^  auperseded  all  the  olBcen  then  in  commiasion,*  and 
whoae  names  wera  not  taieladed  In  tbe  new.  Under  tbe  old  eonatiuitkMi,  county  Judgea 
(other  than  the  first  Judge)  and  Juatlcea  of  the  Peace  held  during  tbe  iilcasure  of  the 
OouncA ;  but  new  conmiiaBlona  were  to  be  iasued  once  in  three  yean.  When,  there- 
iMe,  Mr.  Jay's  Oounefl,  and  also  his  aoceeasor,  vriahed  to  make  a  aweep  in  a  eounty, 
they  would  iasoe  a  new  commiasion,  when  perhapa  the  old  one  waa  much  leaa  tbna 
three  yean  of  age.  Thua,  hi  Delaware,  the  first  commtaskm  of  the  jrisai^  and  alao  thit 
of  the  jMaes,  waa  imned  tbe  latter  port  of  March,  or  beghinfaig  of  April,  iTtJk  During 
tbe  Attgoat  session  of  the  I^giaiaftire  in  1708,  anew  commlsston  was  issued.  Judge 
Qabriei  North  and  aaslatant  Jnsttee  Meati^  Beardaiey  were  ornkted  In  the  new,  and 
Ttey  Fedenliala  appolntad  in  their  stead.  In  theeonmiaakm  of  the  psacs,  myaelf,  and 
Ithtaik  ftar  other  Jostlcea  of  tbe  Peace,  woe  omitled,  and  of  eouiaeauperaeded.  Doet. 
White,  of  Cheny  Valley,  waa  ia  the  Council.  Be  knew  nje  well.  He  must  have  known 
Judge  North.  But  Ebenezer  Foote  waa  then  in  the  wnate,  and  tbe  deed  was  undoubt- 
edly done  at  hia  instance,  and  probably  backed  by  Mr.  Butler,  then  my  eolteague  in  the 
assembly.  Mr.  L'Hommedleu,  then  a  member  of  the  Council,  told  me  he  enqufred  if 
there  waa  any  cause  Ibr  removal.  No  anawer  waa  given.  He  voted  against  our  remo- 
val. I  believe  there  were  many  caaea  of  the  kind  in  the  state.  Let  Mr.  Hammond,  Ifhe 
again  gela<aecess  to  the  books  of  the  Council,  look  at  tbe  namea  of  those  in  the  new 
coramisBton,  compare  them  with  thow  beAne  that  time  in  ofllce,  and  he  will  be  able  to 
disoover  something  of  tbe  caoaea  as  well  aa  the  manner  of  makhig  lemoVAla.  If  the 
new  la  much  leaa  than  three  yean  yoanger  than  the  old  commlarion,  he  may  rest  aasured 

*Oen.  Root  will  see,  if  hd  will  tarn  to  Vol.  I.,  p.  178,  that  I  did  **k»k  mto  the  right 

Mn." 


tlutt«iiDeeovertol||aetwuiB  view.   BanoTsl  from  office  on  aeeoiuit  of  | 

begun  under  M^s  vAaldbmtfMi,  nd  ewrM  «>  «i  Mgli  apUehuelt  ever  was  einen 

tliat  line.  The  flMklon  liee  einee  been  fbUowcd  lo  e  ridieoloue  extent  but  hardly  ever,ifever 

ejeceded."  (lgr,Ji|yIh»vebeenlnfonMd,iiildlfeeea.CUn|9n,l 

wUte  In  the  OoumM  fei  t0tl«  that  he  wee  btaietf  oppoeed  lo  eucb  i 

hie  frlende  u^ied  Mm  on  and  he  wee  iweed  lo  comply,    1  hnve  no  doubt,  nor  bad  lln 

the  time  of  It,  that  botfi  €ov.  Jay  and  Pieeideni  Adame  wvae,  *'  dmrimg  tks  r^igm  tf 

%tnw^^^Kim^^'iimWMiBDitm^^amiimie^wsA  the  piearoia  oTIHenda,  to  do  mev 

«la«sthclroir»  pnident  coanael*  forbid.  E.  & 

llto  Ai  Join  fcilliiie  of  the  Oencnl,  when  he  waa  a  young  man  and  a  bnay  actor  tn 
the  eedtfenhg  deeerilfce,  muet  have  felumad  and  had  eomeiaflueaeo  uponlikn  when  te 


VFfthKiHeet  mihoiniBnenl  oommieekme  of  the  peoee  meationad  by  GenereJ  Boot 
^twi  bpohbo  AT  «y  me  in  the  page  abova  refenad  lo,  they  did  Indeed  operate  a«  a  removal 
•ar'anlnmnrtianli  of  offiea  not  included  in  the  new  rommierina.  but  thOM  rwnmimiftBe 
were,  I  auppoee,  made  out  neeording  totha  leeommendatimie  of  the  membem  (htm  dm 
reepectiv«  eountlee,  anbject  to  the  revieion  and  correction  of  the  memben  of  the  Obon- 
etl  In  whoee  diatrict  the  eounty  tato  which  the  new  commlaaion  wea  to  iaaue  happened 
ID  be  ifttnaied.  IdonolbeMevetbeGovernor  bad  much,  end  very  rarely  anythbig,  to  do 
with  the  adtoetlon  of  tbeee  comparltively  petty  officer*.  That  Judge  Jay  waa  atrietly 
correct  m  reepeeta  the  general  prlnciplea  whifeh  governed  hie  fbther'a  conduct  with  re- 
Bpeet  to  removale  ftom  office,  I  have  no  manner  of  (toubt 

On  page  197, 1  mention  the  removal  of  John  Jiec^  Lanetng  from  (he  office  of  Sheritr 
of  Hew  Tork,  without  any  charge  of  mal-conduct  againat  him.  It  ia  true  no  charge  ap- 
peared on  the  booka  of  the  Council,  but  I  waa  neverthetem  faicorrect  aa  appear*  fkxm  the 
MlowlBg  letter  which  I  received  from  Judge  Jay.  J.  D.  R. 

Km  TfrtkJmm.  tS,  18«. 
liv  Dnan  fln  t— 

A*w4ayaBlaeeIw8aatthahD«noran«Mafly  teMtaBmn  of  the  bar  of  ihia  aky. 
and  he,  of  bia  own  aeeard,  and  without  my  having  made  the  alighieat  hfciaton  lo  yaw 
mnofk,  bnnghtoat  the  let  VoL  cT  your  Mitoiy,  and  lemarkad,  that  he  had  deneted  an 
Maitinaiij  hi  li  leeiinf  ilng  my  ihfhnr  Ha  then  tanad  lo  the  paaiage  ia  which.  In  re- 
ply 10  my  aeaertlon  that  the  Gov.  had  never  removed  a  man  from  office  oa  aeeowniof 
hlapoUtiecyoaelietheeaaBaof  LaneingandFaek*  Ibrvrhoae  move!  no  lamea  aie 
•reigned  oa  the  mlnutm  of  the  Oo«ncll»and  you  eeem  to  take  it  Jbr  granted  thatthar 
were  removed  oa  acoouat  of  their  politiee.  The  geoHeoMn  Informed  me  that  ke  wne 
ffinriHarwUhtheeaeeof  thauheriiT  that  Lanatef  wee  ampanAurr.  aDdoroeiina« 
poiitieal  friend  oT  the  Qov.,  but  aMhough^  good  aoit  of  maa,  he  waa  iadaiant  aad  hH 
flfficlent^-amt  the  lawyen  made  great  eompMnu  that  thqr  eould  not  gat  ihoir'Witti'f«- 
<ntned,  and  that  the  qovemot  rmm^sd  iUm  1m  umm^mmm  ^iktm  iimif  lalatr. 

WIliLIAM  JAT. 

JabvD.  ll4Kiroim,  Sao. 


(NotB  P.,  Rbpbrrbd  to  on  Paob  138.) 


The  bin  for  the  gradual  aMKtlon  of  alave^,  IrMeh  paaied  the  i 
aeaiionof  l?W,waanotto<tln(be*emite.  tt  paMaed  Imoa law,  and  %«gaa  M^dpttMB^ 
^n  tbeMi  July,  17W.  It  waa  Introduced  in  tbe  asaembly  by  John  Bwartwoul^  of  Vew 
York,  and  provided  that  from  and  after  tbe  4tb  day  of  July  next,  every  ehlU  bom  of  « 


ihwi^Ao<Ub»iaiiiBitiiMgip<i»fc»*tmlN<>hiit.i[i(il»»il 

Hrv«mirft«i»e,tttlJB,«iidtf %*Mi«^UUafyaMioC«ie.  Ii 
of  tte  UU,  IP  im4»  ite«M4i  ftliai  twwtrH] 
ilM  pvDfrlpiy  oC  pMUvf  *b  dMiw  •f  il«v«  upcM  Ike  ■ 
ftwnn-iliat  they  were  wo  elieedy,  both  by  the  eoDstituckm  mod  lawe  of  thJeeiKii,  iad 
by  the  Dlrliie  Law.  The  decleratSoo  of  lodepeadeoce  waa  made  the  pteamble  lo  the 
Oooatitiitkm  of  thia  atafee,  and  of  eonrae  port  aad  pweal  thareof,  at  laaatthe  prlneiplea 
theiein  dedarad  are  recogntoed  by  the  eooatttutioo,  and  thereby  became  law,  and  of  aa 
m«eh  binding ftfeeaa  any  ^  of  that  inttrwMMU  It  deelafealhatal  ttNi,aie  bom 
eqnally  fkee,  and  are  entitled  to  retain  InaHanable .  pdvllegei,  aawng  whieh  are  Ufh,  lib- 
'  eHr»  a^d  iha  porwriH  of  hapiiliiaai  TbeiMvlBfllMr  «iiaappiMiuliaii4.«i*aiaiMalaaaf) 
thewBrid.  To  —  imwiI^wi  dwBialaii cfwwr all  awatiid.  fhlnpi  — y mim. la  { 
imJMMproptrtiu  ByourlawaaalavaoaaholdoO'iiravarty*  bttftlil 
rofaMthac*  Thatowaf  €aodlapaniiqMnt»aiNlovalav«lMni«i«fHid. 
■tof eheldew  H  thatrtma  ware  ahiaAy  DiUbIl  Thty  mmd.  aad  vwan  by  diarfir 
Uiam  ttaiwiewsre  nobbing  than  of  their  peoperty.  We  told  them  *ey  hid  mm^ 
and  «bqM  hold  MM  JBhaman  flaah.  wWto  ?aiali«i%  and  we^MMd  thnlMi. 
I  b«v«  held  the  awM  piteeipio  In  aqpcd  to  i 

b  laH,  whmin  member  of  the  amemMy»I  litrodiieed  •  UU*  ^ 
eanaoteiialby  thelawB  ot  thlaataie,  avdenlhreed  Itapaaeafaby  theeomegmieval  eenm. 
of  nunment  I  nfedtn  my  mere  ywthftil  daya.  IgotquHenrnweatable^mmto  lea  lb- 
VQK»  and  ihooia  ondosbiedly havatot a  maali  laner  one  ho4  Itnoibemk  Ibr  the hiwof 
iai7*whkIiniadoattftieaAef  ihaMiof  July.  18V. 

%  &m. 

The  poeltione  here  taken  by  lO  eminent  a  etateeraan  and  constitutional  lawyer  aa  Gen. 
Boot,  are  enaned  to  great  eonelderatkmt  and  the  more  w,  because.  If  Ma  principle  be 
sound,  (and  I  Ibrone  beHeve  it  to  be  so)  all  the  smms  wMeh  were  represented  in  the 
Oaogremof  177S,  became  partiea  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  ap^  thereby  ad- 
mitted the  prlatlplea  pramulgated  in  thla  instnuneot  to  be  the  ftmdameotal  law  of  the 
old  thirteen  United  Bmtea.  The  result  Is,  thai  the  adoptkm  of  the  declaratioo  of  Inde- 
r  tharespaetlimaialM.  vlttuany  abolWmdriajraif  ia  all  thoae  mum, 


fNoTB  Q.,  Rmsubd  to  ov  Paob  SS9.) 

The  author  hM  (tven  quite  a  ooneet  aceount  of  the  union  of  the  Borriteaand  Sepub- 
lieana  afaiosiOov.  lAwiain  KM  •  nn4  which  was  said  to  have  been  coosumii|ated 
at  the  celebrated  Dyde  Hipper.  I  know  something  of  it  myself.  Although  I  was  not 
Btneh  of  aBurrite,  betog  In  Uoagcose  ai|d  absent  from  bomp  tUt  within  a  fltwdayaof  the 
eleeifcm*  mid  then  eautfoualy  cafralniog from  all  po^tive  action  in  regard  to  it,  yetl  wae 
set  down  ^  such,  ami  am-aoregiaiered  by  the  author.  Bappeoioq  in  Albany  shortly  af 
ler  the  Ihr^o  owpptit  I  vaa  taivimd  to  mako  one  of  a  large  dinner  party.  The  gueets 
iwraeUeflydlstiBgulsbed  nmn,  who  in  the  election  of  1804.  had  given  the  pieiReneo 
to  Ool.  BwT.  A  fcw  dietfngnleiied  nmn  were  present  who  bad  preftrrad  Gov.  hemi»^ 
We  were  highly  eomplimented  Ibr  our  eariy  and  superior  sagacity  in  diacovedag  the 
uadlnem  of  Got.  Lewie  Ibr  this  imponaot  ofllce.  As  I  had  uHcn  no  active  pan  In  the 
election,  Iseeoaed  to  be  the  peculiar  object  of  even  lavisb  encomium.    They,  alkkwed 

«See  Vol.  I.,  page  540— Ml. 
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itet  I  ted  1MB  aetaaMd  kf  a  attbte  aaddbimereMd  I 

nnt  ioOqI.  Burr,  but  tram  a  | 

tad  bgr  tto  deetton  cf  Lawia.   Ttoj  aadeafored  to  penaade  i 

1  die  npublkaa  path,  while  tliey  ted  faadvartaotly  teen  tod  aalnqr  to  tte  por- 
icfapteaiom.  &&. 


(NoTB  R.,  Rbpbrekd  to  on  Page  248.) 

I  was  aaquataMd  wtth  Ban,  aod  I  cteoslit  araa  acquataiBd  wMi  Urn,  vtea  |b  tte 
telglit  of  Mi  poirer  and  (aoM.  I  waatwoyoan  wltbhteinlteaMeauMy)  waainOon- 
giaM  wtea  te  waa  Piaaldent  of  tte  asasie,  and  teva  taaid  hte  in  tte  Baprame  Ooon 
and  Oburt  of  Brrara.  From  thia  knowtodfe  of  him  I  draw  qute  diBeiaBt  eooehHlona. 
In  Ngard  to  Ua  talenti,  ftom  thoae  of  tte  aatter.  Aa  a  lawyar  and  aa  a  achOiar  te  waa 
not  tofBrior  to  Ranllioa.  Hia  reaaoolng  powen  weca  a(  laaat  equal.  Their  audit  of 
aigmnent  weie  very  dUfetent.  Hamlllon  was  very  dUAiae  and  wordy.  Blawordawafe 
ao  arell  choaen,  aad  hIa  aantaneea  ao  finely  ibrmed  hito  a  aweUInf  current,  that  tte  hear- 
er would  te  capdTated.  Tte  llateoer  would  admire  if  te  waa  not  eonvlnoed.  Bun'a 
aigumenti  arere  leoerally  meibodhBed  and  eompaet.  1  need  to  aay  of  them,  when  they 
were  rivatoat  tte  bar,  that  Burr  vroold  aay  aamueh  to  half  an  hour  aa  Hamilton  to  two 


They  were  mneh  tte  greaieat  bmo  to  tUa  atate,  aad  pertepe  tte  greaieal  mea  to  tte 
United  Smiea.  Burr  waa  not  dJaringuiahad  ibr  hia  morality,  nor  waa  Hamflioik  ever 
dabtod  protaaor  of  tte  moral  law. 

A.B. 


(NoTB  S.^  Rbfbrrbd  to  on  Paob  82ft. 

Tte  Informatton  glran  tte  author  by  WilUam  A.  aarke,  OMmber  of  i 
Oranpe  county,  la  rdadon  to  tte  propoaed  distribution  of  atoek  to  tte  Smie  Bank  aa  an 
faducetnenttn  ita  paaaaie,  is  correct.  I  waa  to  Albany  whte  tte  bill  ibr  tte  ineofpoca- 
tlon  of  that  Bank  waa  pending  to  tte  Legiatoture.  I  waa  not  a  member— I  had  been  tte 
year  before,  but  waa  tten  a  member  eleet  of  Gongreaa,  to  tate  my  aeat  at  tte  nettaea- 
akw.  I  had  for  yean  befoie  been  politleally  aaaoclated  with  thoae  engifed  to  procuring 
tte  paaaage  of  tte  bill,  and  with  moat  of  thoae  intended  for  direcfora  of  tte  bank.  I 
could  not  of  coorae  be  ignorant  of  tte  object,  nor  of  tte  proponed  meaaa  for  Iti  aecom- 
plIahmenL  In  tte  flrat  place  it  muat  te  Jl^vliieaa,  to  counteract  tte  politkal  tofiu- 
ence  of  tte  Alteny  Bank,  and  thua  m  make  itgratefU  to  tte  party  and  Insure  to  paa- 
aage, tte  atock  moat  te  well  diatributed  througbout  tte  atate,  and  tte  way  to  do  It  most 
readily  would  be  for  tte  republiean  membera  of  tte  LegMatore  to  take  aharea.  I  waa 
aakcd  to  take  a  pan  in  tte  tenk,  and  I  dkl  aubaerite  for  fifty  ahaiea.  I  returned  home, 
and  when  I  learned  ttet  tte  Mil  ted  paaaed  both  Houaea,  and  hadbecoow  a  tew,  I  went 
to  Alteny  to  pey  In  tte  firat  toatalment,  aad  take  tte  aerlp  tbr  my  dmrea.  I  called  upon 
most  of  tte  directors,  hit  tktpaptrUwokiek  Ikmd  tmkmriktd  /w  aif  Marat,  wt»  nsl  to 
to/saad,  «ai  ^  ctmrm  as  nhmru  ittfa  raairai4l  /tr  aM.  Tte  Dheetora  aterwarde  al- 
towed  me  HgU  §kmm^  and,  aa  one  of  them  told  me,  ftom  thoae  reeuitd  for  themaelvea. 
I  declined  to  toke  them,  aa  I  had  prepared  to  tate  tte  whole  number  aubocrlbed  for,  aad 
did  not  wiah  to  te  troubled,  at  ao  great  a  diatance  fhwn  tte  Bank,  with  ao  amall  a  ahaie 
of  ita  atbck.  After  tte  adjournment  of  tte  legiatoture,  Jote  Lamb,  one  of  tte  membeia 
ftom  Detoware,  preaented  ma  with  a  certlAeale  (of  eight  aharea  for  myaelf,  and  ofitaed 


nOPLANATOBT  HOTBk  St$ 

■IwiM  stlomd  Un.    HanMkti 
1 1  tlKnld  be  nliiAed  wHk  ite  ibM 
wMom,  1  niJeeted  the  whole. 

Tbere  was nattring of  myelery  In  ttae punfe of  tlie  bank. .  It  ww peaed m  mputf 
meeian,  wltb  the  avowed  latentfoo  of  diotribuUng  the  ftoek  amoof  tbe-party.  Tlkere 
wae  no  aBwraaee  tbat  the  aloek  would  be  above  par.  There  was  nobody  to  aatuie* 
nor  was  there  any  need  of  it  to  seeore  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  urged,  by  the  pro- 
jeetors  and  nanagefs  of  the  sehene,  that  the  stock  would  be  above  par,  to  Induce  proat- 
tnent  republieatts  as  well  as  members  of  the  legblatiire  to  go  into  the  Bseasure.  Tbeaf> 
fidavhs  of  Luther  Rich  and  others  were  never  taken  as  applicable  to  this  bank  v*-«or 
was  the  **Jedediah  Boshei"  anecdote.  Members  of  the  legWatore  did  not  sign  to  any 
paper,  and  there  was  no  disguise  in  the  transaction.  These  aAdavhs  most  have  been 
made  with  lelbience  to  subsequent  traosactkyns,  and  the  ailUr  of  Judge  ftek  was-ia  the 
case  of  the  charter  of  the  Mechanic's  and  Farmei's  Bank. 

1S.E. 


(Note  T.,  Referred  to  on  Page  330.) 
f 

When  the  State  Bank  was  created,  the  procurement  of  bank  cliaiters  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation.  It  was  not  then,  as  albwyears  afterwards,  vedneed  to  a  eormpc 
selsnce.  The  projeetors  of  this  bank  found  that  their  (Heads  In  New  York  hod  attain- 
ed raurh  of  political  faifluence  by  means  of  the  Manhatun  Bank,  and  were  desirous  of 
doing  tlie  same  in  Albany,  by  tlie  escablishinent  of  a  new  one  in  that  cftty.  They  were 
apprehensive  that  witliout  some  corrplatlve  source  of  gain,  tlie  stock  of  a  new  Bank  in 
Albany  would  not  be  profltablo ;  and  indeed  that  it  might  be  difficult  to  Induce  them  to 
beeome  so.  Accordingly  they  took  the  Onondaga  Bait  Springs  to  aU  along  their  project. 
That  being  denied,  they  sought  to  push  it  (brward  by  spreading  the  stock  among  (be  influ- 
ential republicans  of  tlie  state,  including  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  carry  it 
ftarough  as  a  party  measure.  ••  Nothing  im  tht  trtuuaetum  had  ttu  luut  Mn^lamte  ttf  • 
«§mift  iufbunet.  No  one  would  hesitate,  ftom  motives  of  delicacy,  to  ofler  to  a  mem- 
ber, nor  ibr  him  to  talce,  shares  in  a  bank  sooner  than  in  a  turnpike  road  or  the  old  ca- 
Mis.  But  afterwards,  when  leading  members  of  the  party  put  themselves  in  oppositton 
to  a  prajected  Bank  charter,  either  because  it  might  aid  the  political  power  of  their  adver- 
sary,  or  impair  the  gains  of  their  own  cherlstied  institution,  the  petittoners,  to  lecure 
■ueeess,  resorted  to  means  corrupting  in  their  eharactor,  and  demoralizing  In  their  ton- 
denclea.  Their  shares  would  be  arelgned  to  members,  and  upon  a  credit,  and  with  as> 
suranee  of  a  certain  premium  in  the  event  of  a  charter.  In  the  case  of  Mechanic's  and 
Fhimer's  Bank,  the  members  bad  their  shares,  and  speculaton  were  present  and  pur- 
ehased  them  in.  In  this  bank  It  was  said  that  the  informal  sciipros  brief  minute,  was 
andeoutto  **J.  Butkst*  and  by  Judge  Peek  assigned  in  the  usual  informal  manner. 
BnC  tnaaactkiBs  of  this  kind  had  not  yet  become  wicked  in  the  pubUc  esUmation.  Th^ 
wire  talked  cf  aa  pleasantries.  The  Merehanfs  bank  in  18U  had  powerftil  opposltkMi 
toeneountor,  and  of  coarse  made  use  of  powerftil  means  toaccompliah  theol^ect.— ' 


*  I  have  myself  seen  a  printed  paper  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Luther 
Rich,  as  set  forth  in  the  text  Oen.  Root  does  not  of  eourw  claim  to  make  the  negative 
allegation  ftom  his  own  knowledge.  His  suggestion  in  relatton  w  Judge  Feck  may  be. 
and  probably  is,  correct*  J«  D^B.. 


t  pmMlt^  MMlnntla  pigia^bf  wrMlkift 

I  In  tto  mMntfM  bad  tlw  tait  MlHflMi  «r  «». 
raptlnllHMiM.'*  Itof  »o  dwtbi  flf  lib  ■toMrfty,  —d  I  ifily  ciCBit  tit A<  dii  —I 
diMOVttMiyMitiipitatoMwt.  UwU  be  iWDiMbandtbKt  kt  WM  Mii«i«MiiMi4 
oMmbw.  Bat  gnuit  titt  W«.  A.  Onr*  aeeomK  of  0c  twmarttoa  to  mntui,  aadl 
eottwdt <t I1MI— HUtniw wte ■><•  tkatte  Moek  wMM  teaWPcpw  (aadlcM 
4«lli«ic»,Wtai.A.«lwkdM»MlB,M«  If  tedidMClwKIMteva^Mirttvl^te 


(Note  U.|  Referred  to  on  Page  838.) 

> 

The  author  tbiakt  the  appUeetioo  tat  tite  elkarter  of  the  bank  of  Amertip^  a  meilliMl- 
om  oPBi  aad  ^-r^*'>c  on  1U  own  nwriti  ought  lo  have  been  fianiad.  Had  he  bem 
ffcUM^uaiBtedwiththeappUeatkmof  OoLThroop  Ibr  a  live  mflUoo  Bank,  he  ivoaid 
have  arrived  at  a  dUhrant  eoneltt«ton.  i  will  proceed  to  give  the  outUnee  of  that  ap- 
pUeaikm,  but  I  muat  do  it  entirely  from  meoiory,  and  without  any  Journal  or  doeur 
aaenttoiefkealiit 

The  old  Bank  of  the  United  StatM  had  etp  ired  by  the  llmitathm  of  Ha  charter,  and 
the  bUl  for  Iti  revival  had  been  rqJeeiBd  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  Btaiei  by  the  eail* 
tog  vote  of  the  Vice  Pieddent.  A  large  thare  of  its  noek  waa  held  by  fcieignen, 
moiUy  Hollanders.  Col.  Throop  wae  their  agent,  at  least  to  the  aawunt  of  five  mnttoos 
of  that  Bioek.  Early  in  the  eesskm  of  ISlft,  he  made  an  appileatlon  to  the  legtaMnm 
•f  this  state,  In  behalf  of  these  foreign  stockholders,  for  the  tneorporatlon  of  a  bank  of 
Ave  minioos  of  this  stock,  and  as  a  Amm  ibr  the  charter  he  proposed  to  pay  late  Hiv 
tieaMiry  of  this  slate  ten  per  cent  on  the  capital,  before  the  company  should  be  allowed 
10  opente  under  the  charter.  Tfce  bill  was  ready  drawn,  and  preseotM  with  the  peih 
tfon  to  the  senate,  read  the  ilrst  aad  second  tine,  commltfied  to  a  coounltiee  oTibe 
whole  house,  and  put  upon  the  general  ordeia.  I  often  called  for  the  conrfdenftfcMi 
of  the  Mil,  but  it  would  never  **esaM  «(  eiy  cell.'*  The  apptleants  for  the  ihrcr  oriMoa 
bank,  or  Bank  of  America,  pretended  to  have  of  the  stock  of  the  did  tTnHed  Btator 
Bank,  but  it  was  known  they  had  but  little  if  any  of  It  at  command.  They  too  ww»t» 
give  a  homu$  of  ten  per  cent}  but  snbsequent  events  showed,  what  w»  then  believed^ 
that  they  never  intended  te  pay  it.  Thki  applicatkMi,  when  compated  wfUiOM.  Tfaniop^ 
eoald  have  no  merits  of  Its  oim.  I  was  eitreately  anzkMis  to  pasv  the  flve-nlNloa  beai: 
f  vged  the  advantage  of  saving  thielaife  foreign  eapltal  in  this  oonn»y,  at  wtM  a»«v 
ifeh  nBCMSlun  of  half  a  million  of  deBars  to  our  traaonry.  Hmm  thtopmpnMMK 
vMch  si«gested  to  my  mhid  the  ptan  wUeh  I  snbmltted  fortheniapthm  of  *e  M^ 
'  lamn,  to  Instltnle  a  bonni  with  fidl  power  to  gnMit  bank  chnieem.  My  flan  wvstn 
aitthoriae  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  Oomptrcdier  and  Afiomf y  Oeneml,  ID  grant  chanera 
4»  licence  to  any  eompany  to  carry  on  banking  operations,  under  proper  restrictiona 
and  for  a  limited  period,  on  paying  in  all  their  capital,  and  ten  or  more  per  cent  npoo  it 
•a  a  ftnuw  teto  the  treasury.  This,  I  urged,  would  Hmit  banking  capital  to  the  wanH 
y,  keep  the  stock  above  par,  and  ensoie  ddeHty  fai  the  cmnpanlSB.   Tin 


lftaaiiUiMiii|Be,lwMfiirappl|tec«»*>nte0lte4.   UaAwm^ 
I  St  «v«Mld  liOTB  been  «» th»«QHrtv 

B.ft4 

ItaiUeMieenorgneft  iMpoilMMS*  udwgtaiietare  kemia* 
ttoiinmlii<oif>   If  —y  eddlrteaet  tMeeae  iwi  ii<»lwi<  to  pMt»  ami  th»to> 
glilatare  aeted  corruptly  in  ebftrterlAg  the  Bank  of  Ameriee,  the  ftct  tbetiker  rijennd 
litwMbyitoMleMeaftri  elBq[iiBiM»  «C  Oett*  BmI, 

t  *riptMiiftftr  «  Gheftar  to  tteBwritoT  AaMteai  toef  4Mtf  deeMm. 


(Note  T.,  Referred  to  on:  Paqs  4L) 

I  am  reminded  by  Gea.  Root  of  aa  erm  wUtk  I  rapat  liaa^  been  eHea  i 
■nn>ll»lii»alttwadoptlo«ortliaMeraleoaailtiitkimlBl'nB,tiU  abepttbetlewar 
tteelectton  of  Gen.  Jaekaon  In  1898,  tbe  party  oppoeed  to  tbe  Meralteti,  wmk 
die  RamauoAM  party.    Vor  a.lan§  time tte  arord^mwral  or  imtttmnUtjA 
a  tern  of  reproach.    TtorapiiMleaaaweea  by  tlie  MeraUeieeaHed  < 
M^pMVi^arith  Ike  word  JaeatM.   And  indeed  it  waa  tataadadtp  eewei9tli»  Wee.  tkM 
the  repttbUcaa  party  in  principle  awl  piaetfea  waa  aeeriy  alUod  ta  <ie  Jmrnkimja  finba 
iarmnee.   Ob  the  other  haod,  the  repablieana,  yrJth  a  viawr  tecaat  odtna  ea  lhilKq» 
ponente,  eaRed  the  federalieti  arifUcrati. 

1a  wdting ay  hietocy, I  eaileHly  iMed  tha  wwda imtmm  md  imun^wtg^uttmMKig 
«>  their  proper  maanJafb  ^nea  the  prirideaey  of  Oeaeral  Jacheaa.  Ae  iiaeHmeliea^ 
the  aieieuiin>e  ptaieb  i«  every  caae  where  the  error  oeeiua,  woiild  oae«rie»«ea4dMiMe 
apenee,  the  veader  hiauelf  le  requeeted  to  waka  tha  twi  ilw, 


(N^Ts  W*,  Rbfbrbbo  to  on  Paca  fiXk 


The  text  le  enoneoua.  OeB^^iiMii  TenRroeek  waa  notagewbetcfthaCoBveii* 
tkNL  A.  Mr.  Ten  Broeek  ftom  Albany  waa  a  member  bat  hie  nanw  wee  iMktmt  Tm 
Broaek.  I  waa  led  into  the  enoi  bf  a  aawipaper  primed  hi  ftMi^hiepito  wWIe  the 
OoBventioaof  1788  waa  fai  eieilna.  I  have  been  enabled  by  the  Uattaen  cT  tha  Hob. 
OardDcr  Tracy  ofUtica  to  make  thie  correction,  and  haiaa  obtahmd  hie  penalHlOB  tn 
poMfadi  hie  letter  on  dhe  eubject.  It  wfll  ba  peraelved  that  Mr.  Traey^  emement  in 
iinded  on  the  awiet  luifwiinaeWe  aathoii^.  It  wiU  ba  dMfeaK  to  And  In  any  work 
extant.  lO  many  tnteicetlnf  and  Important  MMirieal  flielB  t 
I  hi  the  letnr  ef  Jodie  Tiaey. 


(Note  X«,  Revbrrbd  to  oif  Paom  9L) 


Unoa,  Nov.  Ifth.  10«^ 
IHm  att.'^Vft  were  both  In  error  reepeethicGan.  Ten  Broeek  aadMiw  AhMV'Baiab 
Wither  of  ihoee  patiemea  wera  membew  of  the  OaawwHen  etf  vm.   Belat*«tt«*Mt 
teTioy  ahams ftttnlght  ihme,  Itwd  ai^sbQwawad  aao|iy  of  ih»  dehMm. aad.  piO' 
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castfofiof  Chat  OMVoniiOB.  htoeomprisediB  apftrnpUetor  144  pafM,friali4oBft 
mBll  type,  called  by  pt iaten  bievler.  Ttiat  it  waa  n  able  debaie,  manWlIm  m  a- 
MMlve  knowledge  of  Uie  acienee  of  government,  and  a  doae  eTamtnartnn  of  the  Taii- 
ottf  tfOeleaof  tlie  Oonstttntioo,  joa  will  imdlij  beUeve,  tnm  jow  knowtodfe  of  ilw 
eharaetenofviaByof  thedetagaiea.  Aa  I  tlilBk  it  nay  be  iniereatlaf  «>  yoo,  I  buIhIoIb 
aiiMoftbelr  Bamea. 

Froaa  the  city  and  county  of  Weir-Yorfc.— Muiari.  John  Jay,  Uchavd  tfank,  Jbim 
Bloat  Hobart,  Ateiaader  Bamllion,  Boben  R.  LivinfMm,  baae  BooaevcU,  Jama  Dn- 
ana,  Bfehaid  Hafriaon,  Nicholai  Low. 

City  and  County  of  Albany.^MeiMa.  BobenYatea,  John  I^auteg.  J».»  HemyOolb- 
oodt,  FMsr  Vrooman,  Isael  Thompaon,  Anlliony  Ten  Eyek,  Dlick  Swart 

Oounty  of  8uflblk.^Me8Ra.   Henry  flcodder,  Jonathan  H.  HaTena,  John  f 
TbooBaa  Tredwell,  David  Hedgea. 

County  of  UlalBr.— Bleain.  Governor  OUntMi,  John  Cantine,  Goi«a.  a  1 
Kbeneier  Clark,  Jaaea  ainfioft,  IMrck  Wynkoo|». 

County  of  Queens.— Meaaa.  Sanmei  Jonea,  John  Sehenek,  BiBpten  CknaaB,  HaAan- 
lil  Lawrence. 

County  of  Etnge^— Meain.  Peter  LeObrte,  FMer  Vandenroott. 

Gounty  of  Eiehmond.— Meant.  Abraham  Bancker,  Gouen  Ryerm. 

County  of  WertcheMar.— Meaera.  Lewis  Morris,  PhUlp  Ltvingsloii,  Rlehaid  HatfeU. 
ThadeoaCnme,  Lot  W.  flarlea,  PMlip  Van  Oortlaadt 

Obun^  of  Orange^— Mcasrs.  John  Hating,  Jesae  WoodfauB,  Henry  Wlaner,  John 
Wood. 

Oomty  of  Dutebem.— Meam.  Zephanlah  Piatt,  Melancton  Smith,  Jaroboa  Swartwout, 
Jonathan  Akina,  Ban  Thompson,  Gilbert  UvioBrton,  John  DeWItt 

County  of  Montgomery.— Messrs.  William  Hasper,  Chrialopher  P.  Yatea,  John  Fi^, 
John  Winn,  Volkert  Veeder,  Henry  Startag. 

County  of  CQlamfala.~MessrB.  Peter  Van  Neaa,  John  Bay,  Matthew  Adgaln. 

Oountlea  of  Waahiaglon  and  Clinton.— Messrs.  lehabod  Parker,  John  WflliaaM,  Albert 
Baker,  David  Hopklna. 

Gov.  Cllntoo  waa  unaoimoualy  eleeted  President. 

I  omitted  to  say  that  the  Convention  met  OB  the  ITih  June,  17G6.  On  the  1601,  ralea 
were  reported  and  adopted.  Oq  the  UKh,  the  Convention  tesoived  itself  hiio  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  Mr.  Oothondt  was  called  to  the  chilT.  The  Cbnstitotkm  was 
read,  and  ChaoeeUor  Ltvingsion  coounenced  the  debate,  which  was  eonttnued  unto  the 
asth  of  July. 

On  the  »th  of  Jme,  news  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitnthni  by  New-Hampshire 
waa  received.  It  was  alluded  to  the  next  day  by  Chancelkir  Livingston,  which  caused 
a  short  reply  ftom  Mr.  Lansing. 

On  the  11th  J*i9*  Mr.  Jay  moved  the  fcltowingreaolutioa  :^ 

••BMsiacd,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  conatltntioB  under  considera- 
tion ought  to  be  raUied  by  tUsConveotioB." 

This  resolution  was  delated  until  the  15th,  when  Mr.  M.  Smith  oAbied  aa  an  ameod- 
naeot,  to  add  tbere«>— *'  upon  eondUUm  ••vtrtheUu,**  that  certain  specified  amendments 
should  be  nrnde  to  the  constitution.  Further  debate  fbllowed  until  the  19th;  when  Mr. 
Lansing  moved  to  postpone  the  several  propositions  for  amendments,  **  and  to  take  Into 
"consideratkm  a  draft  of  a  conditional  ratification,  with  a  Mil  of  rights  prefixed,  and 
*•  amendments  subjoined;**  which  waa  carried.  The  proposed  amendments  were  then 
separately  considered;  when,  on  theSSd— 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  words  **a!pra  MMlOtoa,"  in  the  Ihrm  of  the  ratlflcatioB 
■hould  be  strlckeB  out,  and  the  words  **ia  full  mhjUmms/*  should  be  substimted; 
wiileh  was  carried. 

Ob  thia  quOMion,  the  ayw  and  najfs  were  taken,  and  resulted  aa  follows  :— 

Yeaa-Msans.  Jay,  B.  Mofria,  Hobait,  HamUton,  B.  Uvlafstoo,  BooaevBlt,  Deiam, 
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BtirliOB,  Low,  flendder,  Bbtcm,  J.  Saitb,  lonet.  0cli9oekt  lAwmice,  Canaan,  het- 
Am,  TABitarToort,  Baneker,  Rfeni,  L.  Morrifl,  P.  LtviafBioa,  HatiMd,  Vu  Oort> 
luidl,  Chne,  Stflta,  Flatt,  M.  flmlth,  O.  UriniMMi,  DeWitt,  WmiMBs,-31. 

tfmf  Bfewii,  R.  Yatn,  LaaaiBf,  J.  ThompHW,  TeD  Ifyek,  Tradwdl,  PrmiiMi, 
OlHitliM,  SeboODOMktf,  Oluk,  J.  CUatoii,  Wynkoop,  UwAa§,  WoodlnlU  Winer,  Wood, 
Bwwtwoat,  Akliis,  Buper,  0.  Totos,  Fkvgr,  WUw,  Veeder,  SUrliif,  Pvkor,  Baker 
BepklM,  Tea  Neee,  Bey,  Adgete— M. 

The  aneBdmeBti  were  Amber  detaled  eatU  tbeMth  of  July,  wbeo  tbey  were  egieed 
lo^aod  the  eoamiltlBe  roee  and  lepocted.  The  qneeHoa  was  pot  by  the  Pweldent,  wbedi- 
er  tbe  OonveatloB  egieed  to  the  report,  an4  it  waa  earried  fai  the  aflbiaatf  ve. 

Oa  Baconlay  ibeWtb  July,  tbe  flaal  queetloa  oa  tbe  latlfleatkm  of  tbe  OoaetltutiOB 
wae  takea,  aad  it  peeeed  la  tbe  afflraiatiTe,  aa  ftiUowa  :— 

Yeai  Ml— ■.  Jay,  Uobart,  HamOioB,  R.  LtTfaifrtoa,  RooeefHt,  Daane,  Barrieoa, 
Low,  Beodder,  HaTeas,  J.  Sonitb,  Jboea,  Bebeaek.  Lawreaee,  OaiaMB»  Leflbrte,  Vaa- 
denroort,  Baaeker,  Ryeiis,  L.  Morria,  P.  LiTbifMOB,  Bailleld,  Vaa  OortlaBdl,  Okaae, 
Beilia,  Woodbnll,  Piatt,  M.  Bmltb,  O.  Llvingeioa,  DeWhl— ». 

Nayi— Menia.  R.  Yatea,  Landog,  Ootboadt.  J.  Tboaiaoo,  Tredwell,  Gtftbie,BebooB- 
naker,  Clark,  J.  Cllotoa,  Wyakoop,  Harlaf,  Wlnier,  Wood,  Bwarlwum,  Akiaa,  Bar* 
per,  Prey,  Wbia,  Veeder,  Biariog,  Parker,  WilUaaia,  Baker,  Bopkioa,  VaaMeae,  Bay, 
Adgate~«r.    Tbe  Prealdeat  did  ooc  Tote. 

Tbe  abofe  are  tbe  only  divlaloua  given.  Wbetber  tbe  fm  aad  nmif»  wen  takea  oa 
any  oiber  oeeaaloB  la  not  mentioned. 

Poor  of  tbe  delegatea  ftom  Dutebeia,  wbo  were  elected  aa  aaiMbderalliti,  Mema. 
Piatt,  M .  Sndth,  O.  UvlogMon,  and  DeWict,  finally  Toced  la  tbe  aflrmative.  Several 
olber  of  tbe  aoti-ftderal  delegate!,  I  have  underaiood,  wbo  were  not  williag  lo  vote  far 
tbe  ratlfleattoa,  abeented  tbeoMeivea,  Iniendlog  to  leave  a  majority  fai  flbvor  of  to.  I  bare 
taideed,  beard  naie  of  tbeir  aamee  menttoned.  Mr.  R.  Menii  oT  N.  T^  Merallet,  was 
alao  abeeatee  the  flaal  vole,  altboogb  be  waa  pteeent  wbea  tbe  divMoa  waa  taken  on 
thettd.  Be  probably  paired  off  wttb  one  of  tbe  oppooeata.  I  believe  he  wai  tbe  only 
ftderallet  wbo  waa  abeeat    Tbe  vote  of  New^Baaipririre,  doabtleie,  bad  aa  important 


Geo.  Ten  Broeek  waa  a  delegate  to  tbe  coaventkm  wMeb  tmned  oar  flnt  State  Con- 
ethotkNi,  la  177B,  aad  waa  ite  Pmldent.  Be  went  bonae  a  few  dayi  faefbre  it  was  com- 
pleted, aad  did  aotretnra  la  ttaae  to  slga  it.  It  was  therefore  signed  by  Leonard  Oance- 
voort.  Preridentfre  fssi.  Tbe  old  geatleBian,  I  have  been  told,kmg  lamented  his  ab- 
seace,  as  it  deprived  bba  of  tbe  hoBor  of  aflihigbli  aametothe  bistziiment. 

With  peat  respect, 

Yourob'tserVt 
Hon.  J.  II.  Bammwkb,  G.  TRACY. 
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McINTYRE.  ARCHIBALD,  elected  to  the  A^^mhi.    ii<     a       ,      .  « 
M,T.„..^-    ''^'"^^•-'"•-    ^^^^^^^^%        Appointed  Comptrouer. 
MITCHEL  SAMUEL  L..  choeen  U.  8.  Senator.  215.    H^  character  216    Speech  In 
the  Assembly.  S83.  ««wwner,  xio.    speech  ia 

MORRIS.  OOUVEKKEUE.  cl»«n  U.  8.  Ben.»,.  ,«.    C«..,  0«„«.tato..  j.^ 

N. 

•""'™'  -'IT iJ^Arrw"*" — --  ^  -• '-  -  <*- 

o. 

OAKLET.  THOMAS  J..  Bomg.*  of  Dutelw.  «oun»  Kl     HK^    -.>  «» 
OTSEGO  COONTT.  denraedoa  of  to  to|«.,o. 

P. 

w».    Character.  S79.    Appointed  Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  386-7.       ^^ 

38 


"*  / 

PCUrmt.  PCTER  B.,  CSual  OMuriMioiMr.an.   Apiioteted  fleesemy  oTflMe.  tH 
PRENDERGAST,  JEDIAH,  eooiest  with  WOmi  aboat  tail  hm  to  Seoate,  4n-L 
PRESIDENT AL  BLEOTION,  nmIC  of.  In  1808,  MiL    AIm  in  18U,  aSL 
PUBDY«  BBENEZER,  ehuged  with  briboy.  »S.    Rolgnfl  hb  mm  in  SaoMe,  tti 

R. 

RADGLIFP,  PETER  W.,  bit  condnet  in  the  OoaneD  of  AppotDtment,  MM. 

RESOLUTION,  that  officers  ofUnited  States  could  not  bold  seats  in  the  New-Tork 
Legislature,  45.  By  Mr.  Speneer,  that  Oomptroller  (Jones)  eoold  not  bold  bis 
seat  as  Senator,  ItO.  In  Senate,  for  loan  to  tbe  Nation,  8SS.  To  loan  mooej 
to  Niagara  suibrers,  SM.  That  Governor  Aimisb  inlbrmatioa  relative  to  in- 
terference of  UniSBd  StalMoflleen  at  state  eleetloiia.  Ml. 

RESTRAINING  LAW.  first  act  lefaulng  thereto,  SSL 

RICHMOND  ENaUlRER,  attach  upon  De  WlttCUnlon.  «4. 

ROOT,  ERASTUS,  elected  to  the  Assembly,  115.  His  active  part  fa  debate  fa  tbe  Sen- 
ate, Sn.  Resolution  lo  inquire  fato  the  eondoct  of  W.  W.  Tan  Ness,  fit. 
Bis  biU  declaring  stovcfyuneooMittttional,  CM.  Speech  thMoa,  54L  Breech 
at  eaocQB  ibr  nominatfag  Qfaton  President,  S15. 

s. 

BANFORD,  NATHAN,  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  S88.  Senator  of  Unilad 
States,  9M. 

SAVAGE,  JOHN,  member  of  Assembly,  MB. 

aOHDTLER,  PHILIP,  chosen  United  States  Senator,  44.    Re-elected.  169. 

SEDITION  LAW,  manner  of  ensutlng  it  by  Federalists,  ISO. 

SENATORS  of  the  United  States,  bfll  Ibr  choosing,  rejected  by  OooncU  of  RertaiDii, 

43. 

BVmOUR,  HENRY,  elected  Canal  CommtasioBer,  407. 

SHARPE,  PETER,  chosen  Speaker,  5S7. 

SHELDON,  ALEXANDER,  Speaker  of  Ibe  Assembly,  ffthS. 

SLAVERY,  bill  fcr  abolitton  of,  passes  the  Assembly,  Itt.  Oaestioa  about  admhliqg 
Missouri  with  right  to  hold  slaves.  517. 

80UTHWICK,  SOLOMON,  chosen  Qerk  of  the  AssemUy,  IM.  His  eharacter,  1«. 
Editor  of  Albany  Register,  W7.  SberilTof  Albany,  973.  First  President  of 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank.ttl.  Is  an  agent  Ibr  applicants  Ibr  Bank  of 
America,  SOI.  Trial  for  bribery,  SIB.  Nominated  Ibr  Stole  Senator.  375. 
Defeated,  370.  Removed  ftom  tbe  office  of  Stole  prfater,  868.  Appofated 
PMuMasier  of  Albany,  487. 

SPENCER,  AMBROSE,  member  of  Assembly,  70.  Of  the  Ooondl  of  Appointment, 
183.  HIscorrespondence  with  Judge  Foote,  178.  Appointed  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, 18L  Appofated  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  901.  Supports  Gen.  Arm- 
strong ibr  President,  S9&  Letter  to  R.  Riker  by  Gen.  Kfag,  310.  Opposition 
to  Clintonlans,  308.  Bis  fafluence  declines,  41iNW.  Supporti  Clio  ton  Ibr 
Governor,  4».  Reeoneiliatfon  with  Clfaton,  430.  Appointed  Chief  Jostfae. 
808 

BPBNOER.  JOHN  0.,  supported  by  Clfatnnlaps  Ibr  UnitedStotes  Benattv*  484. 
er  of  the  Assembly,  514. 

STATE  SENATORS,  classed  poll#ally,  451.    aintonians,  their  aevwid 
451-3.    Buektafls  the  like,  453-8.    Federal,  456. 

SUPREME  COURT,  members  of.  48.    Pro{)eet  iespeetli«.  488. 
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TAMMANT  BOCIBTT,  its  VktOtf,  340. 

ALLMAOGB,  JIATTHIAS  B.,  ftppolnted  United  StatM  Ju^ge  Of  Northern  District, 
217. 

TAYLOR,  JOHN,  Bpeeeh  in  tbe  Sentte,  384.  Nominatod  LfQatennnt-Oovemor,  9M. 
Elected,  3S7.  Acting  GoTernor,  his  character,  490.  Persona!  affray  between 
him  and  Jodge  Purdy,  389. 

TAYLOR,  JOHN  W.,  member  of  Assembly,  his  character,  30S.  Elected  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  United  States,  951. 

THOMAS,  DAVID,  ^elected  member  of  Assembly,  115.  Agent  of  Bank  of  America,  tour 
thitNigh  Western  Counticf ,  301.  Appointed  State  Treasurer,  963.  Re-ap- 
pointed, and  causes  for  his  re-appointment,  305.  Arrested  and  tried  for 
bribery,  317. 

THOMPSON,  SMITH*  appointed  Justke  of  Supreme  Oourt,  180.  His  character,  181. 
Appointed  Chief  Justice,  360.  Appointed  Mayor  of  New- York,  and  declines, 
iae.    Appointed  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  497. 

TIBBITS,  GEORGE,  elected  senator,  370. 

TILLOT80N,  THOMAS,  appointed  Secfetary  of  Bute,  174. 

TOMPKINS,  DANIEL  D.,  member  of  Oonventkm  of  1800,  lOS. 

Congress,  100.  Appointed  Justice  of  Supreme  Gouci,  U4.  Hot 
Governor,  causes,  338  Elected,  940.  Re-elected,  389.  Speech,  901. 
sage  proroguhig  Legislature,  300.  Reelected,  357.  His  popularity,  301. 
dorKs  Treasury  notes,  378.  Influence  and  popularity,  301. 
mending  abolition  of  slavery,  433.  Resigns  his  office  as  Governor,  430'.  Bis 
accounts  with  the  State,  501-31.  Nominated  ibr  Governor,  097.  Osllsanei- 
tni  srerion  of  thr  l^tgMf*"""!  370.  Declines  the  oOod  of  U.  B.  Secretary  of 
State,  300.  Candidate  for  the  PxesUency,  407.  Nomhiated  Vice-President 
of  United  States,  413. 

TOWN8SND,  HENRY  A.,  member  of  the  CouncU  of  appobimient,  his  politfeal  cha- 
racter, 965. 

TREATY  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN,  opposition  to  it,  03. 


V. 


VAN  BUREN,  MARTIN,  first  eivfl  appointment,  90S.  First  appearance  in  the  Legis- 
lature, 391.  His  bOI  for  repealing  the  restrahiing  law,  371.  Appointed  Atlor- 
ney'General,  309.  Elected  United  States  Senator,  501.  His  support  of  GUbp 
ton  for  President  and  Tompkins  for  Governor  explained,  490. 

VAN  NE8B,  WM.  P.,  appointed  U.  8.  Judge  for  southern  district,  817. 

VAN  NESS,  WILUAM  W.,  member  of  Assembly,  his  chsracter,  817.  Leader  of  the 
Federal  party  in  the  Assembly,  33flL  Appohited  Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  917. 
Proceedings  in  Assembly  against,  9ia 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  STl^HEN,  eandidate  for  Lieut  Governor,  in  1705,  00.  Elect- 
ed candidate  itr  Governor  sgainst  George  Clinton,  15S»  His  letter  to  his  ten* 
ants,  16L    Nominated  for  Governor,  300. 

VAN  I^ENSBELAER,  JACOB  R.,  Member  of  Aesenbly,  his  character,  979.  Appotait 
ed  Secretary  of  State,  360. 

VAN  VICBTBN,  ABRAHAM,  appointed  Attomey-GeoBral,  981.    Re-appointed,  910 


606  na>mx0 

w.      « 

WAR,  with  Great  Britain,  317.  Illfeettlties  in  carryiDg  on  nme,'393.  British  captan 
Washington,  377.  CoUisioDS  between  ficnate  and  AMembtjr,  351.  Vigorou 
mpasuret  of  the  Leglslatiire,  381.  Peace,  303.  Condition  of  countxy  at  dose 
of  war,  394. 

WASHINGTON,  GEORGB,  declines  a  re-eleedon  to^the  Presidency,  101.  His  death. 
130. 

WHEATON,  HENRT,  editor  of  the  NaUonal  Advocate,  343. 

WILKIN,  JAMES  W.,  chosen  speaker,  90B. 

WILLET,  MARIN  US,  candidate  ibr  Lie<f  tenant-Governor,  308. 

WILLIAMS,  ROBERT,  elected  to  the  Senate  as  a  Republican,  S80.  His  conduct  in 
the  Council  of  Appointment,  381. 

WOODS,  DAVID,  elected  Speaker,  431-47. 

WOODWORTH,  JOim,  nominated  United  Butes  Senator  by  the  Assembly,  101.  De- 
feated on  Joint  ballot,  193,  Appointed  Judfe  of  the  Supreme  Cotitt,  000.  His 
suit  with  the  Bank  of  America,  547. 

Y. 

YATES,  ROBERT,  Delegate  to  National  Convention,  U.  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jary 
of  Albany  County,  30.  Candidate  for  Governor  against  Gov.  Clinton,  30* 
Appointed  Chief  Justice,  47.  Candidate  for  Governor  against  John  Jay,  00. 
Resigns  officeof  Chief  Justice,  113. 

fATES,  JOSEPH  C,  elected  State  Senator,  331.  Appointed  Judge  of  Snpreme  Court, 
SOL 

7ATBS,  JOHN  VAN  NESS,  Recorder  of  Albany.  989.  Rsmoved,  430.  Character, 
380.    Appointed  Secretary  of  State,  408. 

TOUNO,  SAMUEL,  elected  member  of  Assembly,  368.  Chosen  Speaker,  373.  Author 
of  Amiens  Juris  Consulttts,  380.    Supported  for  United  States  Benattw  480. 
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